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PREFACE. 

IN  the  recording  of  events,  where- 
in the  paflions  and  prejudices  of 
mankind,  have  been  fo  materially  in- 
tereiled,    and  where   opinions  have 
been  {o  various^both  in  regard  to  the 
equity^  as  well  as  the  whole  operative 
fyftem  of  the  American  war,  the  taik 
of  the  hiftorian  becomes  peculiarly 
arduou'i    and  difficult ;    people   can 
frarcely  judge  with  temper  of  fuch  an 
hiilory  in  a  century  after  the  events, 
nor  will  it   be  found  poffible  for  to 
efcape  cenfure,   either  from  the  vio- 
lence of  one  party,  or  from  the  over-' 
heated    imagnation   of   aiiother;   in 
this  predicament  if  knowledge^  impar- 
tial'ityy  and  a  regard   to  truths  guide 
the  hiftorian' s  pen,   and  that  his  fole 
object  is  to  give  a  clear  and  diftindb 
narrative  of  fafts ,  from  the  heft  and 
mod  authentic  documents,  without 
pretending  dogmatically  to  decide,  in 
a  controverfy,  upon  which  the  great- 
eft  men  of  the  age,  have  differed  in 

their 
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their  fentiments,  his  fubjeft  becomcJ^ 
•  highly  interefting. 

ft  is  upon  this  principle  that  the 
prefent  work  lays  claim  to  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  public,  wherein  every 
event  is  faithfully  recorded,  the  mo- 
tives and  fecret  fprings  which  led  to 
this  unhajppy  conteft, .  are,  placed  ih 
thie  trueft  and  moft  impartial  light, 
the  various  forms  and  modes  of  local 
legiflation,  peculiar  to  the  different 
provinces,  are  clearly  delineated,  a 
diftin6t  account  of  the  colonization 
of  America  in  general,  wherein 
every  matter,  of  importance  that 
has  happened  fince  its  firft  difco- 
very,  is  plainly  p>ointed  to  th  view 
of  the  reader :  in  fliort,  the  editor 
hopes  he  may  fay,  without  the  im- 
putation of  vanity,  that  this  work 
will  prove  friendly  to  conftitutional 
liberty,  lead  the  mind  to  form  juft 
notions  of  legiflation  and  govern- 
ment, and  prove  worthy  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  public. 
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ican   fervice.      Motions  oij  the 
ed    by.,  a   great    fall   of    tain, 
and  defeats,  a  party  of  Ame- 
Royal  army  palTes  the   Scboyl- 
lan-Town.         Lord    Cornw^llis 
.     Bonie  of  the  principal  ,inha- 
ipnii  the, approach  of  thenrmy. 
Philadelphia.  ■  Delaware  frigate 
tlie  Americans  to  render  the 
flic^ble..    §uccer>if<>l  expediiiou 
made  througli  tiie  lower  bar- 
i  attacked  by  the  Ameiicansjt 
ipulfed  with  lofs  aiid  putfued, 
:  d  Colonel  Bird  killed.      Army 
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viour 
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-nour  on  the  retreat,    Sif ge  rmifed  before  t]K  arrivd  •(  ArmM 
aod  bii  detachment  to  the  relief  of  the  fon.     Ge«er»t  Gates 
ukcsthe  comnuind  of  the  AmcHcaQ  army.    OtiKr^  hur^oijaam: 
with  the  royal   army  pafa  the  North  River  al  Saratoga,  aad 
ad^tance  to  attack  the  enemy  near  $tl|]  Water.    Difference  of    • 
opijuoa  upon  th^t  meafure,.  as  well  ^b  the  mp^TCt  m^isch  led;  to 
iti  being  adopted*     Severe  and  heavy  aAioo  on  the  nioctccnth' 
«f  September.     Both  anni^  fortify  $heir  campe*     Unfenuiiale 
adion  oi^  the  fcvcnth  of  QAober.    Camp  ftormed*    Daath  4£ 
GeQcral  Frazer»   Colonel  freyman,  and    Sir  Jaifiea  Ciarke# 
Diikrcfled  fituation  .  qf  t^^e  royal  army.     M^eHy  .moveoient. 
made,  and  ain  entire  new  pohtion  taken  in  thf  i|ight*    Neir 
engagement  early  fought,  but  refufcd.on  the  ne^it  £iy  by  the 
cnemy^  B^clreatlo  Saratoga.    Previous  defertion  of  the  Indiana 
and  othert.    Royal  aopy  reduced  to  the  utmod  ftreight«»'  Near* 
ly  forroundcd  on  all  fidc8«  Cut  off  from  all  meant  offubfiAenoty 
aad  poilibiJity  of  i:etreat«     Councils  of  war.     Conv<ation  cos* 
eluded  with  General  Gatee. .  Terms  of  the  convention.   State  of 
the  army.     Succeiaful  expedition  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and 
Geoera)  Vaugban  up  the  North  Rjver«     Several  fort^  taken  ^'. 
.   Efopuf  and  other  places  deftroyed.     Colonel  Campbell)  with 
the  Majora  Still  and  Grant,  and  Count  GraboufkiCy  a  Potliih. 
Boblenap,  killed   in  this  expedition.     Some  obfervatioi)#  on 
the  campaign  #462 
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AMERICA, 

''  FROM    ITS    FIRST    DISCOTERV, 

TO  the  COMMENCEMENT  of  the  PRESENT  ClVIl,  WAR, 


PART       I. 


CHAPTER     1. 

f 

America  firft  difcovertd  in  1492  hy  Columbus*  His  propofal 
rejecltd  hy  fiveral  courts f  but  adopted  by  Ifabella  of  Spain. 
DiJiO'Lers  Hifpanlola,  Mexico  conquered  by  Cortcz*  Brief 
ajciuut  cf  that  great  empire.  Peru  reduced  under  the  dotni' 
.v:cn  of  Spahi*  Extent  and  boundaries  of  America.  General 
iefcrlptlon  thereof     Account  of  the  antic nt  Indians, 

HIS  vaft  continent  of  America  was  entirely    1492. 
unknown  to  the  European,  and  all  other  v.>^-v^vy 
nations  in  the  world,  till  the  year  1492, 
tshcn  it  was  difcovered  by  Christopher  Colum-  Colum- 
tus,  a  native  of  Genoa,     This  man,  having  fome  ^'."s>ana^ 
how  or  ether  obtained  a  more  juft  notion  of  the  Q^n^a 
figure  of  the;earth  thaH;,n;oft  of  his  cotemporaries,  firft  a-* 
projeded  a  fcli^me  of  failing  to  the  Eall  Indies  by  dopts  tl 
directing  his^  ccurfe  Weftward.     The  reafon  he  had  ^cj^c^ie  of 
for  fo  (trange  a  project  was  indeed  the  errors  in  the  ^^-5^^*"^^^ 
maps  will ch  were  made  of  thofe  Eaftern  countriii  for  the 
at  that  time  ;  for  by  them  the  Eaft  Indies  were  placed  Eaft-ln- 
i'o  very  far  to  the  Eaft  ward,  that  it  appeared  to  <li<^s, 
Cohimbus,  the  navigation  muft  go  a  great  deal  more  ^    \y 
ilian  half  round  thc.globe  before  tliey  could  come  at  ^^^^^  ^* 
any  part  of  them.     \\\  confequence  of  this  fuppofi- 
•'•^n,  the  thought  was  ver\'  rational,  that  it  would 
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be  a  much  lliorter,  and  lefs  dangerous  voyage  to  fail 
Weftward,  a6  they  believed  they  would  fall  in  with 
the  Eaftern  parts  -of  Afia  before  they  had  fail'd 
round  half  the  circumference  of  the  globe ;  as  no 
part  of  the  world  can  be  diltant  from  another  more 
than  half  this  circumference,  provided  the  Ihortcft 
way  to  it  is  taken.  But  how  Columbus,  at  that 
time,  when  it  was  reckoned  a  mortal  herefy  to 
fay  that  the  earth  was  round,  came  to  have  no- 
tions fo  different  from  the  common,  and  not  only 
to  imagine  that  the  earth  was  fpherical,  but  that  its 
j^j^  circumference  did  not  extend  to  a  certain  fpace, 

fchcmc  we  arc  not  certainly  informed.  Be  this,  however, 
is  rcjcd-  as  it  will,  Columbus  was  willing  that  his  own  coun- 
^^^  ^\  v'  ^^y  should  reap  the  benefits  of  his  fupcrior  knowledge 
ro^can  ""  "^  ^^^^  refpeft  :  and  therefore  he  communicated  his 
courts,  "cw  fchcmc  to  the  court  of  Genoa,  who  rcjefted  it 
but  k  ta-  as  an  abfurSity.  He  then  applied  fucceflively  to  the 
ken  up  court$  of  France,  Britain,  and  Portugal ;  from  all 
by  Ifabel-  ^f  which  he  met  with  a  reception  of  the  fame  kind  ; 

iSpain.  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  mortification  to  find,  that  his  own  fupc- 
riority  of  knowledge  to  the  rell  of  mankind  only 
ferved  to  make  him  their  laughing  Itock.  At  laft  he 
applied  to  Spain,  where^  after  eight  years  attend- 
ance, perhaps  the  curiofity  natural  to  her  fcx,  induced 
(^een  Ifabella  to  raifc  money  on  her  jewels,  in  or- 
der to  defray  the  cxpcnce  of  his  expedition. 

Sets  fail,       In  1492,  then  Columbus  fet  fail  from  Spain,  with 

and  finds  three  Ihips,  in  fearcb  of  countries  hitherto  undifco- 

Ijtn^  33     vered,  and  which  almoft  everv  one  believed  to  exill: 

ler  his '    ^^^^Y  ^^  imagination.     His  failors  were  wit]i  greiit ' 

depar-  •difficulty  kept  in  fubjeftion ;  but  be;ng  kept  m  hopes 

tgjre.      ^fi  land,  fomctimes  by  great  flights  of  birds,  and  at 

others,  by  obferving  quantities  of  weeds  floating  in 

the  ,fea,  they  were  kept  from  breaking  out  into  open 

mutiny,  till  t;he  difcovery  of  land,  after  a  voyage  of 

2^7^  days,  put  an  end  to  thei^ fears.     In  this  voyage 

the  variation  of  the  compafs  was  firft  difcovcrcd^ 

which  occafioned  fuch  an  alarm  among  Columbus'a 

failors 
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Ciilors,  that  they  were  with  difficuky  prevented  from 
throwing  him  overboard. 

Columbus  firft  landed  on  one  of  the  Bahama  The  ffl- 
iflands  •,  but  finding  nothing  there  of  confcquencc,  Vl^\  °^ . 
he  ftecrcd  Southward,  where  he  difcovered  the  ifiand  t^i^ U^f*^' 
of  Hifpaniola,  which  promifnig  confiderablc  quanti-  covered. 
ties  of  gold,  he  therefore  propofed  to  make  the  centre 
of  his  difcoverics  ;  and  having  left  fomc  of  his  com- 
panioDs,  as  the  bafis  of  a  new  colony,  he  returned 
to  Spain. 

On  his  return,  he  found  no  difficulty  in  procuring  Returns 
neccffiiries  for  a  fecond  voyage.     A  fleet  of  17  fail  to  Spain, 
was  immediately  fitted  out,  and  1500  perfons,  fome  ^q^'ipa  a 
of  them  of  high  rank,  prepared  to  accompany  Co-  ^^^"^   ^^^ 
lumbus,  now  when  they  hoped  to  fliare  his  good  ,„at<.s  ^ 
fortune.     In  this  fecond  voyage  he  difcovered  nioft  2d  and 
of  the  Well-India  iflands ;  and  in  a  third,  he  difco-  3d  voy- 
vered  the  continent  of  South  America,  failing  up  ^S^- 
the  river  Oronoko.     After  having  thus  difcovered 
the  continent,  And  made  fettlements  in  the  iflands 
of  America,  the  malice  of  his  enemies  prevailed  fo 
faragainft  him,  that  he  was  fent  to  Europe  in  irons. 
His  innocence,  however,  got  the  better  of  their  ca- 
lumnies, and  this  great  man  died  in  f*eace  at  Valla- 
dolid  in  1 506. 

The  fucceeding  governors  of  Cuba  and  Hifpa-  The  cf- 
niola  rendered  themfelves    as  infamous   bv  their  (<^^^  ^^ 
cruelties,  as  Columbus  had  been  famous  for  his  vir-  a^^"<^*-' 
tues.    Thcfe  iflands  contained  mines  of  gold ;  the 
Indians  only  knew  where  they  were  placM,  and 
the  cxtrenic  avarice  of  the  Spaniards,  hurried  them 
to  ads  of*  the  mofl:  fliocking  violence  and  crik^^ 
againft  thofc  unhappy  men,  who,  they  bclievJd, 
concealed   from  them  part  of  their  trcafure.     In  a 
few  days   they  depopulated  Hifpaniola,  which  con- 
tained three  milHons  of  inhabit'v.its  ;  and  Cubn.  tl.at 
had  about  600,000.     Bartholomew  dc  la  Cafas,  a 
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wltncfs  of  thofe  barbarous  depopulations,  fays,  that 
the  Spaniards  went  out  witli  their  dogs  to  hunt  after 
.  men.  The  unhappy  favages,  ahnoll  naked  and 
unarmed,  were  purfued  Uke  deer  into  the  thickelt 
of  the  forefts,  devoured  by  dogs,  killed  with  gun- 
Ihot,  or  furprized  and  burnt  in  tlieir  habitations. 

m 

THc  cm-       The  Spaniards  had  hitherto  only  vifitcd  the  conti- 

pirc  of      nent :    but  conjecturing  that  this  part  of  the  new 

f^V.ji*^^i     world  would  afford  a  Itill  more  valuable  conqucil, 

b '^h^      Fcrnar»do  Cortez  was  difpatched  from  Cuba  witii 

Spaniards  6oo  jnen,  1 8  horfes,  and  a  fmall  number  of  fickl 

pieces.    With  this  inconfiderable  force,  he  propofed 

and  adually  did  fubdue  the  moft  powerful  (tale  on 

tiie  continent  of  America :  this  was  the  empire  of 

Mexico  ;  rich,  powerful,  and  inhabited  by  uiillions 

of  Indians,   paiiionately   fond  of   war,   and   then 

headed  by  Montezuma,  whofe  fame  in  arms  {truck 

terror  into  the  neighbouring  nations,  and  extended 

Ade-  o^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  globe.  This  empire  had  fub- 
fc'riptlon  fifted  for  ages ;  its  inhabitants  v/ere  a  poliihed  and 
of  that  intelligent  people.  They  knew,  like  the  Kgyptiim.; 
empire,  of  old,  .whofe  wifdom  is  flili  admired  in  this  particu- 
lar, that  the  year  confilted  nearly  of  365  days. 
Their  fuperiority  in  military  affairs  was  the  objec*" 
of  admiration  and  terror  over  all  the  continent  ;*  ami 
their  government,  founded  on  the  fure  baiis  of  laws 
combined  with  rthgion,  fe;^mcd  to  bid  defiance  to 
time  irfrlf.  Mexico,  the  capital  of  the  empire, 
fuuatcd  in  the  middle  of  a  fpacious  lake,  was  the 
noblelt  monument  of  American  indultrv  :  it  com- 
municated  with  the  continent  by  immcnfe  caufewayv<, 
which  were  carried  through  the  lake.  The  city 
'^s  admired  for  its  buildings,  all  of  Itotie,  it.; 
fquares  and  market-places,  tlie  niops  wliich  gli-.tercxi 
witii  gold  and  fi^cr,  and  the  funiptuous  piilaces  rA: 
Montezuma,  foice  creeled  on  columns  of  jafpcr,  and 
containing  Vvl^atcver  v/as  moll  rare,  curious,  orull.*- 
ful.  (^ori'j;^,'  in  his  march,  iiitt  with  feeble  oppoU- 
tion  from  the  nations  alo/ig  the  co.ill  of  Mexico^ 
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who  were  terrified  at  their  appearance,/  Wherevei* 
the  Spaniards  marched,  they  fpared  no  age  or  fex,' 
nothing  facrcd  or  profane.  At  laft,  the  inhabitants 
of  Tlaica,  and  Ibnie  other  dates  on'  the  coaft,  de- 
fpairing  of  being  "able  to  oppoie  theni,  entered  into 
their  aUiance.  Cortcz,  thus  re-inforged,  marched 
onward  to  Mexico :  and  iu  his  prpgrefs  difcovered 
a  volcano  of  fulphur  and  falt-petre,  whence  he 
could  fupply  himfcif  with  powder.  Montezuma 
heard  oi  liis  progrtu;,  without  daring  to  oppofe  iti 
though  he  commanded  30  vaiTals,  of  whom  each 
could  appear  at  the  head  of  100,000  conibatants, 
armed  with  bows  and  arrov/s. 

By  fending  a  rich  prefcnt  of  gold  which  only 
whc^d  die  Spanifli  avarice,  Montezuma  haftened 
the  approach  of  the-  enemy.     No  oppbfition  was 
made  to  their  entry  into  his  capital.     Cortez  had 
good  rcafon,  however,  to  diftruft  the  afiefted  polite- 
ncfs  of  this  emperor,  under,  which  he  fufpecled  fome 
plot  for  his  deilruftion  to  be  concealed  ;  but  he  had 
no  pretence  for  violence  \  Montezuma  loaded  him 
with  kindneil,  and  with  gold,  in  greater  quantities 
than  he  demanded,  and  his  palace  was  furrounded 
with  artillery,  the  molt  frightful  of  all  engines  to  the 
Ami^icans.     At  laft  a  circumftance  fell  out  which 
afforded  Cortez  a  pretext  for  beginning  hoftilities- 
In  order  to  fecure  a  communication  by  fca  to  re- 
ceive the  neceiiary  reinforcements,  he  had  erecled 
a  fort,  and  left  a  fmall  garrifon  behind  him  at  Vera 
Cruz,   which  has  fince  become  an. emporium  of 
commerce    between  Europe    a.nd  America.      He 
undcrltood  that  the  Americans  in  the  neighbour- 
hood h;id  attj\cked  this  garrifon  in  his  abfencc,  and 
that  a  Spaniard  was  killed  in  the  aftion,  that  Mtm- 
tezunia  himfelf  was  privy  to  tliis  violence,  and  had 
ifTucd   orders  that  the  head  of  tlie  flain  Spaniard 
Ihould  be  carried  through  his  pro^wnccs,  to  deftroy 
a  belief,  which  then  prevailed  among  them,  that  the    \ 
Europeani   were  immortal.     I^pon  recciviiig  this 
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intelligence,  Cortcz  went  in  pcrfon  to  the  emperor, 
attended  by  2t  few  of  his  moll  experienced  officers* 
Montezuma  pleaded  innocence,  in  which  Cortcz 
fecmed  extremely  ready  to  believe  him,  though  at 
the  fame  time  he  allcdged  that  the  Spaniards  iit 
general* would  never  be  perfuaded  of  it  unlefs  he 
returned  along  with  them  to  their*  refidence,  which 
would  remove  all  jcaloufy  between  the  t\vo  nations. 
Thus  Montezuma,  in  the  middle  of  his  own  palace, 
and  furrpunded  by  his  guards,  gave  hirafelf  up  a 
prifoner,  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  the  inclina- 
tion of  his  enemies.  Cortez  had  now  got  into  hi^ 
hand  an  engine  by  which  every  thing  might  be 
accompliflied.  The  Americans  had  the  highcft  re- 
fpe£t,  or  rather  a  fuperftitious  veneration  for  their 
emperor.  Cortez,  therefore,  by  keeping  him  in 
his  power,  allowing  him  to  enjoy  every  mark  of 
royalty  but  his  frcc4om,  maintained  an  cafy  fove- 
reignty  over  Mexico,  by  governing  its  prince.  Did 
the  MtJxicans,  grown  faniiliar  with  the  Spaniards, 
begin  to  abate  of  their  refped  ?  Montezuma  was. 
the  firfl  to  teach  them  more  politenefs.  Was  there 
a  tumult,  excited  through  the  cruelt]|or  avarice  of 
th^  Spaniards?  Montezuma  afccnded  the  battle- 
ments of  his  prifon,  and  harangued  the  Mexicans 
into  order  and  fubmiffion.  This  farce  continued  a 
long  while ;  but  bn  one  of  thefe  occafions,  a  ftoilc 
from  an  unknown  hand,  ftruck  the  emperor  on  the 
temple,  which  in  a  few  days  occafioned  his  death. 
The  Mexicans,  now  elcfted  a  new  prince,  the  fa- 
mous Gatimozin,  who  from  the  beginning  difco- 
vercd  an  inplacable  animofity  againlt  the  Spanifh 
name.  Under  his  conduft  the  unhappy  Mexicans 
ruflaed  againft  thofc  Vcfry  men,  whom  a  little  before 
they  had  olljs^rcd  to  worlhip.  The  Spaniards,  how- 
ever, by  lhc*dextrou8  management  of  Cortez,  were 
too  firmly  ellablilhcd  to  be  expelled  from  Bffcxico. 
ITie  immenfe  tribute  which  the  grandees  of  this 
country  /had  agreed  to  pay  to  the  ci  ojvn  of  Spain, 
.amounted  to  600,000  mirks  of  pure  gold,  bclides' 
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'An  amazing  quantity  of  precious  ftones,  a  fifth  pari 
of  which  was  diftributed  among  the  foldiers,  ftimu* 
lated  their  avarice  and  their  courage,  and  made 
them  villing  to  perifh  rather  than  part  with  fo  pre- 
cious a  booty.  The  Mexicans,  however,  made  no 
fmall  efforts  for  independence ; .  but  all  their  valour, 
and  defpair  itfelf,  gave  way  before  what  they  called 
the  Spanilh  thunder.  Gatimozin  and  the  ^mprefe 
^ve^e  taken  prifoners.  This  was  the  prince  who, 
when  he  lay  ftretched  on  burning  coals,  by  order 
of  one  of  the  receivers  of  the  King  of  Spain's  ex- 
chequer, who  inflided  the  torture  to  make  him  dif- 
-cover  into  what  part  of  the  lake  he  had  thrown  his 
riches,  faid  to  his  high  prieft,  condemned  to'thfe 
fame  punifliment,  and  making  hideous  cries,  **  Do 
you  take  me  to  lie  on  a  bed  of  tofcs  r"  The  high 
prieft  remained  filent,  and  died  in  an  aft  of  obe- 
dience to  his  fovereign.  Cortez,  by  getting  a  fc- 
cond  emperor  into  his  hands,  made  a  complete  con- 
queft  of  Mexico ;  with  which  the  Caftille  D*Or, 
Darien,  and  other  provinces,  fell  into  the  hands  bf 
the  Spaniards. 

Wlule  Cortez,  and  his  foldiers,  were  employed  The  Pc- 
in  reducing  Mexico,  they  got  tnteljigence  of  the  ru^iati 
empire  of  Peru,  which  extended  in*  length  near  30  ^mpirc, 
degrees,  and  was  the  only  other  country  in  Ame-  ^^  ^^ 
rica,  which  dcferved  the  name  of  a  civilized  king^  Spaniflr 
dom.    Ihis  extcnfive  country,  more  important  than  yoke. 
Mexico  itfelf,  was  reduced  by  the  endeavours^  and 
at  the  expence,  of  three  private  perfons.   The  names 
of   thefe  were,    Francis  Kzarro,    Ahnagro,    aYid 
Lucques,  a  prieft,  and  a  man  of  ctmfiderable  for- 
tune.    The  two  forrtier  were  natives  of  Panama, 
uien  of  low  education.     Pizarro,  could  neither  read 
nor  write.     They  failed  over  inta  Spaing'  and  with- 
out difficulty,  cl:tained  a  grant  of  what  they  ihould 
conquer.     Pizarro  then  fct  out  for  the  cohquclt  of 
Peru,  with  250  foot,  6q  horfc,  and  n  finall  pieces 
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of  caiinpn,  drawn  by  flaves  from  the  conquered 
countries. 


Some  ac- 
count of 
that 
country. 


Mango  Capac,  the  founder  of  the  Peruvian  em- 
pire, having  obfcrved  that  the  people  of  Peru  w  ere 
naturally  fuperftitious,  and  had  a  particular  vene- 
ration for  the  fun,  pretended  to  be  defcended  from 
that  luminary,  whofe  worfliip  he  was  fent  to  efla- 
blifh,  and  whofe  authority  he  was  entitled  to  bear. 
3y  this  ftory,  hecafily  deceived  a  credulous  people, 
and  brought  a  large  extent  of  territory  under  his 
jurifdiftion.  A  larger  ftill  he  fubdued  by  his  arms ; 
but  both  the  force,  and  the  deceit,  he  employed 
for  the  moft  laudable  purpofes,  and  there  was  no 
part  of  America,  where  agriculture  and  the  arts 
were  fo  afliduouily  cultivated,  and  where  the  people 
.  were  of  fo  mild  and  ingenuous  manners.  A  race 
of  princes  fucceeded  Mango,  diftinguiflied  by  the 
title  of  Yncsts,  and  revered  by  the  people  as  the 
defcendants  of  their  great  God  the  Sun.  The 
twelfth  of  thcfc  was  now  on  the  throne,  and  named 
Atabalipa.  His  father  Guaiana  Capac,  had  con- 
quered the  province  of  Quito,  which  now  makes  a 
part  of  SpaniOi  Peru.  To  fecure  himfelf  in  the 
pbffcffion,  he  had  married  the  daughter  of  the  natu- 
ral prince  of  that  country,  and  of  this  marriage  was 
fprung  Atabalipa.  His  elder  brothf-r,  I'lamed  Hucf- 
car,  of  a  different  mother,  had  claimed  the  fucccf- 
fion  to  the  whole  of  his  father's  dominion^,  not 
excepting  Quito,  which  devolved  on  the  younger  by 
a  double  connedion;  A  civil  v»ar  had  been  kindled 
on  this  account,  which  ended  in  favour  of  Ataba- 
lipa, who  detained  Hue  fear,  as  a  prifortcr,  in  the 
tower  of  Oufco,  the  capital  of  the  Peruvian  empire. 
Atabalipa,  initcad  of  oppoling  the  Spaniards,  fet 
himfelf  to  procure  their  favour.  Pizarro,  however, 
whofe  temper  partook  of  the  meannefs  of  his  educa- 
tion, had  no  conception  of  dealing  gently  with  thofc 
he  called  Barbarians.     While  he  was  engaged  in 
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confcr^tc  therefore  with  Atabalipa,  his'  men,  tis 
they  had  been  previoufly  inftruftcd,  fiiribufly  at- 
tacked the  guards  of  that  prince,  and  having  but- 
chcf  ed  5000  of  them,  as  they  were  preflmg  folrward, 
without  regard  to  their  particular  fafety  to  defend 
thcfecred  pcrfon  of  their  monarch,  feized  the  em- 
peror himfelf,  whom  they  carried  off  to  the  Spanifli 
quarters*    Atabalipa  was  not  J6ng  in  their  hands 
before  he  began  to  treat  of  his  ranfom.     On*  this 
occafion,  the  ancient  otnantentsV  amaffed  by  a  Jong' 
line  cH  magmftcent  kings,  the  hallowed  trcalhres  of. 
the  moft  magnificait  tem|)le^,  wei?fe  brought  olit  to 
fave'him,  who  was  the  fupport  of  the  kingdom,  and 
of  the  religion*     While  -PizkYtiiy  Mras  engaged  in 
this  negociation^  by  'which  he  pto()ofed,  without 
releafing  the  emperor  to  get  into  his  pofleffion  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  bis  bcknrcd  gold,  the  arrival  of 
Almagro  caufed  fome  embatraflmient  in  his  affairs. 
The  friendihip^  or  rather  the   external   IhcW  ot' 
friendihip  between  thefe  men,  was  folely '  ftftfrirfed 
on  the  principle  of  avarice.     When  their  ihtctefts* 
therefore  happened  to  interfere,  it  was  not  fO  be 
thought  that  any  meafures  could  be  kept  beEwecrr 
thcnu    Piaarro  expcfted  to  enjoy  the  moft-cottfi- 
derabJe  ffaare  of  the  treafute  ai^ifing  from  the  empe- 
ror** ranfom,  becaufe  he  had  the  chief  hdnd.  in. 
acquiring  it.     Almagro  infilled  on  being  upon  art' 
equal  footihg ;  and  at  length,  left  the  common  caufe 
niight  fuffcr  by  any  rupture  between  them^'  ihis' 
difpofiuon  was  igrccd  to.    The  ranfom  was  pard^ii 
without  delay^  a  fum  exceeding  their  conceptibn, 
but  not  capable  to  gratify  their  avarice.     It  exceed-' 
ed  i,5oo,oocL  fterling,  aitd  confidering  the  value 
of  money  at  that  time^  was  prodigious :   and  the 
dividend,  after  dedu&ing  a  fifth  for  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  the  (hares  of  the  chief  commanders  and 
officers,  to  each  private  foldier  was  above  soool. 
KngUfli  money. 

Thq  immenfe  ranfom  wate  pnlv  a  farther  reafon 
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for  detaining  Atabalipa  in  confinement,  until  they 
difcovered^  .whether  he  had  another  treaiiire  to  gra-j 
tify  their  ayarice.  Byt  whether  they  beUcved  be 
had  no  more  to  give^  and  .were  uawilling  to  e^Bploy 
their  trppps  in  guarding  a  prince,  from  whqm  they 
expeded  no  farther  advantage^  or  that  Pizarro  had 
conceived  an  ayerfion  ag^iWi  the  Peruvian  emperor, 
it  is  certain,  that  by  hk  command'  Atabalipa  wa& 
put  to;  death.  Upon :  ti^e -death  o^  the'Ynca,  the 
principal  nobility  fet  up.the  full  brother  of  Utiefcar  $ 
Pizarro.  fef  tip  a  fon  of  rAtal^ipa;  and  two  geiae- 
rals  of  the  Peruvians  endeavoured  to  eftabliih  them* 
fclves  ,by  the  affiftan^e  of  the  army^  -Thefe  diftrac-* 
tioni,.,  which  in  another  empire  wo^ld  have  been 
extreniely  hurtful,,  a^yi  tvai  bene  ^t  another  time, 
w:ere  at  prefent  ratJber  advantageous  to  the  Peruvian 
affair^ •  The  candidat^3  fougbt  againft  one  another, 
their  battles  a<;cu(tQmed  the  harndefs  people  to 
blood ;  ;and  fucb  is  the  preference  of  a  fpirtt  of  any 
kin4  fai^d  in  a  nation  to  total  lethargy,  that  in  the 
<^uffe.,of  thofe  qijuirrels.amoiig  thcm^^  the  in-* 

IlabM;s^U;s  of  Peru  aflumed  fqiue/  courage  againft 
the&lj^apiards,  whom  they  regarded  as  th^  ultiiiiate 
caufe  .of  all  their  calaputies.  The.  loffes  which  the 
Sp^ms^rds  met  with  in  thefe  quarr<ils,  though  incon<» 
fiderable  in  themfelyes^  were  rendered  dmigerous, 
by  leiTei^ng  the  opinion  of  their  inyincibility,  which 
they  T^ere  careful  to  prpferve  among  the  inhabitants 
of.  ^he^new  worM-  This  conlideratioh  engaged 
Pizvrro  to  conclude  a  truce ;  and  this  interval  he 
employed  in  laying  the  foundations  of  the  famous 
city  ot  Lima,  and  \n  fettling  the  Spaniards  in  the 
count;ry.  But  as  foon  as  a  favourable  opportunity 
oHbredy  lie  renewed  tl^  war.againft  tlie  Indians, 
sm4  after  many  difficulties,  noiade  himfelf  mailer  of 
Cufco,  the  capital  of  the  empire*  While  he  was 
engaged  in  thefe  coaquefts,  new  grants  and  fupplies 
arrived  from  Spain.  Pizarro  obtained  200  leagues 
along  the  fea-coaft,  to  the  Southward  of  what  nad 

.  been  before  granted^  and  Almagro  200  kagues  ta 
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the  Southward  of  Pizarro's  government.  This  di- 
vifion  occalioncd  a  warm  difpute  between  them, 
each  reckoning  Cufco  within  his  own  diftriS.  But 
the  dexterity  of  Kzarro  brought  about  a  reconci- 
liation. He  pcrfuaded  his  rival,  that  the  country 
•which  really  belonged  to  him,  lay  to  the  Southward 
of  Cufco,  and  that  it  was  no  way  inferior  in  riches, 
and  might  be  as  eafily  conquered  as  Peru.  He 
ofiered  him  his  uffiftance  in  the  expedition,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  which  he  did  not  even  caH  in  qucftion. 

Almagro,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of  fub- 
duing  a  kingdom  for  himfclf,  liftened  to  his  advice; 
and  penetrated  with  jjrcat  danger  and  difficulty, 
into  Chili ;    lofing  many  of  his  men  as  he  paffed 
over  mountains  of  an  immcnfe  height,  and  always 
covered  with  fnow.     He  reduced,  however,  a  very 
considerable  part  of  this  country.     But  the  Peru- 
vians now  made  an  effort  for  regaining  their  capital, 
in  which,  Pizarro  being  indifpofed,  and  Almagro 
removed  at  a  great  diftance,  they  were  well  nigh 
fuccefsfuL     The  latter,    however,    no  fooner  got 
notice  of  the  fiege  of  Cufco,  than,  rclinquiihing  all 
views  of  diftant  conquefts,  he  returned,  to  fecinrc 
the  grand    objeft  of  their    former   labours.     He 
raifcd  the  fiege  with  great  (laughter  of  the  affailants : 
but  having  obtained  poffciffion  of  the  city,  he  was 
unwilling  to  give  it  up  to  Pizarro,  who  now  ap- 
proached with  an  army,  and  knew  of  no  other  enemy 
but  the  Peruvians.     This  difpute  occafioned  a  long 
and  bloody  ftrugglc  between  them,  in  which  the 
turns  of  fortune  were  various,  and  the  refentment 
fierce  on  both  fides,  becaufc  the  fate  of  the  van- 
quiOied  was  cehain  death.     This  was  the  lot  of 
Almagro,  who,  in  an  advanced  age,  fell  a  viftim  to 
the  fecurity  of  a  rival,  in  whofe  dangers  and  triumphs 
he  had  long  fhared,  and  with  whom,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  the  enterprize,  he  had  been  intimately 
conneSed.     During  the  courfe  of  this  civir  war, 
many  Peruvians  fcrved  in  the  Sp^ifh  armies,  and 
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learned^  from  the  pradicc  of  Chriftians,  to  butcher 
one  another.  That  blinded  nation,  however,  at 
length  opened  their  eyes,  and  took  a  very  remark- 
able refolution.  They  faw  the  ferocity  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans, their  unextinguifhable  refentment  and 
avarice,  and  they  conjedured  that  thcfe  .palfion$ 
would  never  permit  their  contefts  to  fubfide.  L.ct. 
us  retire,  faid  they,  from  among  them,  let  us  fly  to 
our  mountains ;  they  will  fpeedily  deftroy  one  ano- 
ther, and  then  we  may  return  in  peace  to  our  fpr- 
mer  habitations.  This  refolution  was  ii^ftantly  put 
in  praftice ;  the  Peruvians  difperfed,  artd  lelt  the 
Spaniards  in  their  capital.  Had  the  force  on  each 
fidq  been  exadUy  equal,  this  lingular  policy  of  the 
natives  of  Peru,  might  have  been  attended  with  fuc- 
ccfs.  But  the  vifltory  of  Pizarro  put  an  end  to 
Almagro's  life,  and  the  hopes  of  the  Peruviaps, 
who  have  never  fmce  ventured  to  make  head  againft 
the  Spaniards. 

Pizarro,  now  fole  matter  of  the  field,  and  of  the 
richell  empire  in  the  world,  was  ftill  urged  on  by 
his  ambition,  to  undertake  new  entcrprizes.  The 
Southern  countries  of  Amerka,  intp  which  he  had 
fome  time  before  diipatched  Almagro,  offered  the 
richefl  conqueft.  Towaf  ds  this  quarter,  the  moun- 
tain of  Potofi,  compofed  of  entire  filver,  had  been 
difcovered,  the  fliell  of  which  only  renia'ms  at  pre- 
fcnt.  He  therefore  followed  the  trad  of  iUmagro 
into  Chili,  and  reduced  another  part  of  that  country. 
Orellana,  one  of  his  commanders,  paffcd  the  Andes, 
and  failed  down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Ama- 
zons :  an  immenfe  navigation,  which  difcovered  a 
rich  and  delightful  country,  b,ut  as  it  is  molUy  flat, 
and  therefore  not  abounding  in  minerals,  the 
Spaniards  then,  and  ever  fincc,  neglected  it. 

The  fuccefs  of  Columbus  foon  ir.fpircd  the  other 
European  nations  with  a  defire  of  making  new  dif- 
coveries.     About  tlie  time  of  his  third  voyage,  the 
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Portugueze  difcovered  Brazil,  Seba(lian-Cal)ot»  a  Other 
native  of  Briftol  difcovered  the  North-Eaft  coafts,  ^""*' 
which  now  form  the  Britilh  Empire  in  America,  p^° 
and  Amcricus  Vcfpufius,  a  merchant  of  Florence,  arc  led  t« 
failed,  to  the  Southern  continent,  and  being  a  man  adopt 
of  addrcfs,  had  the  honour  of  giving  his  name  to  Colum- 
this  quarter  of  the  globe.  )>"•'  ^yf- . 
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This  great  Weftern  continent,  (now  denominated  Extent 
the  New  World,)  extends  from  the  80  degree  *"^  , 
North,  to  the  56  degree  Soutli  latitude ;  and  where  ri«of 
its  ^breadth  is  luiown,  from  the  35  to  the  136  degree  America, 
of  Weft  longitude,  from  London,  ftretching  be- 
tween 8  and  9000  miles  in  length,  and  in  its  greateft 
breadth  3690.  It  has  two  fummers  and  a  double 
winter,  and  enjoys  all  the  variety  of  climates  whicl) 
the  earth  affords.  It  is  waflied  by  the  two  great 
oceans.  To  the  eaftward  it  has  the  Atlantic,  which 
divides  .it  from  Europe  and  Africa.  To  the  weft  it 
has  the  Pacific,  or  great  South-fea,  by  which  it  is 
feparated  from  Afia.  By  thefe.  feas  it  carri^cs  on  a 
dire&  commerce  with  the  other  three  parts  of  the 
world.  It  is  compofed  of  two  great  continents,  one 
on  the  North,  th^  other  upon  the  South,  which 
are  joined  by  the  kingdom  of  Mexico,  which  forms 
a  fort  of  ifthmus  1 500  miles  long,  cind  in  one  part  at 
Darien,  fo  extremely  narrow,  as  to  make  the  com- 
munication between  t^e  two  oceans  by  no  means  dif- 
ficult, being  only  60  njiiles  over.  In  the  great  gulph, 
which  is  formed  between  the  ifthmus,  and  the 
Northern  and  Southern  continents,  lye  an  infinite 
multitude  of  iflands,  many  of  them  large,  moft  of 
them  fertile,  and  denominated  the  Weft-Indies,  in 
contradiftindion  to  tKe  countries  and  iflands  of 
Afia,  beyond  the  cape  of  Good^Hope,  which  arc 
called  the  Eaft-Indics. 

Though  America  in  general   be  not  a  moun-  Moun- 
tainous country,  it  contains  the  greateft  mountains  ^^^^^* 
in   the  world.     In  South   America  the  Andes,  or 
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CorcRScras,  run  from  North  to  South  along  the  coarft 
of  the  Raeific  ocean.     They  exceed  in  length  any 
chfiki  of  moihitaiiis  in  the  other  part  of  the  gtobc  ; 
i  extending  from  the   ifthmus    of  Darieh,  to    the 

ftreightstrf  Magellan,  they  divide  the  whole  South- 
ern parts  of  America,  and  run  a  length  of  4300 
miles.  Their  height  is  as  remarkable  as  their  length, 
for  though  in  part  within  the  torrid  zone,  they  arc 
tonftantly  covered  with  fnow.  In  North  America, 
Which  is-chiefly  compofed  of  gentle  afcents  or  level 
plains,  we  know  of  no  confiderable  mountains,  ex- 
cept tfiofe  towards  the  pole,  and  that  long  rirfge 
which  lies  on  the  back  of  our  -fettlements,  feparating 
our  cokmies  from  Canada  and  Louifiana,  which  we 
caJl  the  Apalachian,  or  Alegeney  mountains ;  if 
&ikt  may  be  confidered  as  a  mountain,  which  upon 
<me  fide  is  extremely  lofty,  but  upon  the  other  is 
^^early  on  a  level  with  the  reft  of  the  country. 

Rivers.         America  is,  without  queftton,  that  part  of  the  globe 
^hkh  is  beft  watered  ;  and  that  not  only  for  the  fup- 
|)Ort  of  life,  and  all  the  purpofcs  of  iertility,  but  for 
the  convenience   of  trade,  and  the  fntercourfc    of 
each  part  with  the  others.   In  North  America,  thofe 
"vrfft  tra^fiteof  country,  fituated  beyond  the  Apalachian 
Mountains,  at  an  immenfe  and  unknown  diftance 
■from  the  ocean,  are  watered  by  the  inland  feas,  cal- 
led the  Lakes  crfCanada,  which  not  only  communi- 
cate with  each  other,  but  give  rife  to  fever al  great 
rivers^  particularly  theMiffifippi,  running  fromNorth 
:^o  South  till  it  falls  into  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  after  a 
cburfe,  including  its  turnings,  of  4300  miles,  and 
receiving  in  its  progrefs  the  vaft  trftute  of  the  II- 
fthois,  the  Mifeures,  Ohio,  and  other  great  rivers, 
^caitdy  inferior  to  the  Rhine,  or  the  I>anube  5  and 
on  the  North,  the  river  St  Laurence,  running  a  con- 
trary courfe  from  the  Miffifippi,  till  it  empties  itfclf 
into  the  ocean  near  Newfoundland,  all  of  them  be- 
ing almoft  navigable  to  their  heads,  lay  open  the  in- 
moft  receflcs  of  this  great  continent,  and  afford 
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facfa  an  iolet  for  eonbnerce,  as  are  capable  of  pvo4 
ducisg  the  greatcft  advantages.  The  EaAern  fide 
of  North  Atncrica,  wiuch  makes  a  part  of  tlie  Bri« 
tifli  empire,  befidcs  the  noble  rivers  Hudfon,DeIa- 
vrare,  Sufquehana  and  Potowmacky  fuj^ies  ieverai 
others  of  great  depths  Jength,  and  coanmodiotti 
navigation* 

SoittCh  America  ibp^ilies  much  the  t^  iargeft 
*  rivers  (excepting  the  Miffifippi)  in  the;  world,  the 
river  of  Amazones,  and  the  Rio  dc  la  Plata,  or  iMate 
River.     The  firft  rifing  in  Peru,  not  far  from  the 
South-Sea,  pafles  from  Weft  to  EaA,  and  falb  into    ^      : . 
the  ocean  between  fixiaztland  6u]ana^ii(ter.acmi.vic      -^ 
of  more  than  3000  miles,  in  which,  it  >  receives  4i  . 
prodigious  number  of  great  and:  navigkble  riversl        .     * 
The  Rio  de  la  Plata,  infes  in  the  heart  c^  &e  coun^         .  . » 
try,  and  having  its  flrengtli  gradually  aoffincttited^ 
hy  an  accef&on  of  many  powerful  ilreams^  difcharges 
itfelf  with  fuch  Yehemeace  into  the  fea^  as  to  make 
it  tafte  freih  far  many  Leagues  from  land«    Ekfii^s 
thde  there  are.  other  rivers  in  South  America^  of 
which  the  Oronokois  themoft  cghfiderabie*. 

This  country  produors  mdft  of  the  me^i^,  min>*  Producer 
r,  plants^  drugs^  firiiits,  trees,  and  woo4>  to  be 
metMTith  in  the  other  parts  of  tfae^world,^  tod^many 
of  them  in  greater  quantities  and  higher  pev&ftiom 
llie  gold  and  filver  of  America  has  fiippUed  £urope 
with  fudx  immenfe  <|uautities  of  tbofe  iraluable 
metals,  that  they  are  become  vaftly  more  conimon  $ 
and  the  gold  and  fiWer  of  Europe  now  bears  little 
propc^on  to  the  high  price  fet  upon  tbeDik>  before 
the  djfeovery  at  America.  . 

Diamonds,  pearls,  emeralds,  amethyfts,  and  othisr 
Taluable  Hones,  are  likewife  produced  here,  whidL 
by  being  brought  into  Europe,  have  conir4bute4 
to  lower  their  value;  and  which,  before  the  dxC- 
«overy  of  America,  we  were  forced  to  buy  at  an  ex« 

travagant 


travagant  rate,  from  Afia^  and '  Africa,  tlirough  the 
hands  of  the  Venetians  and  Gcnoefe,  who  then  en- 
groffcd  the  trade  of  the  Eaftern  World. 

.'  Bteforc.iwe.cntcr  upon  thehiftory  of  the  Britifii 
{ettlenxents.  in  America,  however,  it  will  be  pfe^^r 
to  give  fome  account  of  the  original  inhabitants  of 
thofe  provinces  which  are  now  inhabited  by  our 
own  coiugjjvmen  ;  as  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  Indians 
arc  fo  ve^^nlike  tliofe  of  any  other  nation,  tliat  an 
account  of  them  cannot  fail  to  be- entertaining. 

*  ».       w       •  *  •  -      '  ♦  •• 

Ancient    «    The.bodics  ,of  the  Indians  in  generaJ,  where  the 
Indiansy    ri^ys  of.  the  i&inr:  ateiiot  too  vioienty  are  uncommonly 
2^T     J  j'^^'^g'^^  2i^<^  well  proportioned.     Their  mufcles  are 
bchaw"    ^^^  ^^  -ftrbng ; '  tteir  bodies  and  •  heads  flattifli> 
our.         Jwhich  is  the  cffcftbf  art;  their  features  are  regular, 
but  their  countenances  fierce,  their  hair  long,  black; 
]ank,  and  as  ftrong  as  that  of  a  horfe.     The  oolour 
.of  their  ikin  is  a  rcddifti  brown,-  admired  among 
them,  and  heightened  by  the  .confiant  ufe  of  be^rs 
'fiat  ^d  paiitL  .  Their  behaviour  to  thofe  about  them 
is  regular,  modeft,  ond  refpedfuL    Ignorant  of  the 
arts  of  amufement,  of  which  that  of  faying  trifles 
,?    *.    "agreeably  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderablc,  they 
never  fpeak  hut  when  they  have  fomething  in^r^^ 
iantto  obfcrve^  and  all  their  a£tions,  words,   and 
even  looks,  are  attended  with  fome  meanings .  As 
they  have  no  particular  objeft  to  attach  them  toione 
place  rather  than  another,  they  fly  wherever  they  exi- 
pcft  to  find  the  neceflaries  of  life  in  grcateft  abun- 
dance.     Cities  they  have  none..    .The  different 
bribes  or  nations  are  extremely  fmall,  when  compared 
with  civilized  fbcieties,'  in.  which  induftry,  arts,  agri* 
culture,  and  commerce,  have  united  a  yaft  number 
of  individuals,  whom  a  complicated  luxury  renders 
ufeful  to  one  another.     Thefe  fmall  tribes  live  at  an 
immenfe  diftance  ;  they  are  feparated  by  a  defcrt 
frontier,  and  hid  in  the  bofom  of  impenetrable  and 
almoft  boundlefs  forefts. 

There 


o  I'    A  M  E  k  1  C  A.  [ly 

There  k  eftabliflied  in  eachfociety  a  certain  fpecies  Ticir 
of  government,  which  over  the  whole  continent  of  ^°™^  ^^ 
America  prevails  with  very  little  variation  J  becaUfe  ^cnV°* 
over  the  whole  of  this  continent  the  manners  and 
way  of  life  are  nearly  fimilar  and  uniform,  Iii 
every  fociety  there  is  to  be  confidered  the  power 
of  the  chief^and  of  the  elders  :  and  as  the  govern- 
ment inclines  more  to  the  one  than  to  the  other, 
it  may  be  regarded  as  monarchial,  or  as  a  fpecies 
of  ariftocracy*  Among  thofe  tribes  which  are  moft 
engaged  in  war,  the  power  of  the  chief  is  naturally 
predominant,  becaufe  the  idea  of  having  jc  military 
leader,  was  the  firft  fource  of  his  fuperiority,  and 
the  continual  exigencies  of  the  ftate  requiring  fuch 
a  leader,  will  continue  to  fupport  and  even  to  en^ 
hance  it.  His  power,  however,  is  rather  perfuafivc 
than  <ro-ercive :  he  is  reverenced  as  a  father,  rathet 
than  feared  as  a  monarch.  He  has  no  guards,  no 
prifons,  no  officers  of  juftice,  and  one  a£l  of  ill- 
judged  violence  would  pull  him  from  the  jhrone* 
The  elders,  in  the  other  form  of  government,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  an  ariftocracy,  have  no  more 
power.  In  fome  tribes  indc.ed  there  are  a  kind  of 
hereditary  nobility,  whofe  influence  being  conftantly 
augmented  by  time,  is  more  confiderable.  But 
thisiburce  of  power,  is  too  confined  to  be  very  com- 
mon among  tne  natives  of  America.  In  moft  coun« 
tries  therctore,  age  alone  is  fufficient  for  acquiring 
refpcd,  influence,  and  authority.  Among  thofe 
pcrfons  bufinefs  is  conduced  with  the  utmoft  fim- 
plicity.  The  heads  of  families  meet  together  in  a 
houfc  or  cabin,  appointed  for  the  purpofe.  Here 
the  bufinefs  is  difcufled,  and  here  thofe  of  the  na- 
tion, diftinguiflied  for  their  eloquence  or  wifdom, 
bavfe  an  opportunity  of  difplaying  thofe  talents* 
Their  orators  exprefs  themfelves  in  a  bold  figurative 
llile,  ftronger  than  refined,  or  rather  foftcned  na- 
tions, can  well  beaf ,  and  with  geftures  equally  vio- 
lent, but  often  extremely  natural  and  expreffive. 
When  the  bufinefs  is  over,  and  thev  happen  to  be 
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well  provided  in  food,  they  appoint  a  ftad  upon  the 
occafion,  of  which  almoll  the  whole  nation  par- 
takes. The  fcaft  is  accompanied  with  a  fong,  in 
which  the  real,  or  fabulous  exploits  of  their  fore- 
fathers are  celebrated.  They  have  dances  toO| 
though  chieSy  of  the  military  kind,  and  their  mufic 
and  dancing  accompanies  every  feaft. 

Their  It  often  happens,  that  thofe  diflferent  tribes  or 

manner  naticMis,  fcattercd  as  they  are  at  an  immenfe  diftance 
of  mak-  fj^Qjjj  Qj^g  another,  meet  in  their  excurfions  after 
^  ^*^'  F^y*  ^  ^^^  fubfifts  no  aniinofity  between  them, 
which  feldom  is  the  cafe,  they  behave  in  the  mcA 
friendly  and  courteous  manner.  But  if  they  hap- 
pen to  be  in  a  ftate  of  war, .  or  if  there  has  been  no 
previous  intercourfe  between  them,  all  who  are  not 
friends,  are  deemed  enemies,  and  fight  with  the 
mod  favage  fury» 

War,  if  we  except  hunting,  is  the  only  employ-* 
ment  of  the  men  j  as  to  every  other  concern,  and 
even  the  little  agriculture  they  enjoy,  it  is  left  to 
the  women*  Thekr  moft  common  motive  for  enter- 
ing into  war,  when  it  does  not  arife  from  an  acci- 
dental rencoimter,  is  either  to  revenge  themfelvcs 
for  the  death  of  fiime  loft  friend,  or  to  acquire  pri- 
ibners,  who  may  ailift  them  in  their  hunting,  and 
whom  they  adopt  into  their  focicty.  Thefe  ward 
are  either  undertaken  by  Ibmc  private  adventurers, 
or  at  the  inftance  of  the  whole  community.  In  the 
ktter  cafe,  all  the  young  men,  who  are  di^fed  to 
go  out  to  battle,  give  a  bk  of  wood  to  the  ehief^  as 
a  token  of  their  defign  to  accompany  him.  The 
chief,  who  is  to  cpnduft  them,  fafts  feverd  days, 
during  which  he  convcrfes  with  no  one,  and  is  par- 
cularly  careful  to  obferve  hia  dreams,  which  are 
^enerall)^  as  favourable  as  he  could  defire.  A  va- 
riety of  other  fupcrftitions  and  ceremonies  are  ob- 
fcrved.     One  of  the  moft  hideous  is  fctting  the  wjtf- 

kettle  on  the  ftre,^  as  aa  emblem  that  they  are  goifig 

out 
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out  to  devour  their  enemies,  which  amongft  fome 
nations  muft  formerly  have  been  the  cafe,  fince  they 
ftiU  continue  to  exprcfs  it  in  clear  terms,  and  ufe  an 
emblem  fignificant  of  the  ancient  ufage.  Then  they 
diipatch  a  porcelain,  or  large  fhell  to  their  allies, 
inviting  them  to  come  along,  and  drink  the  blood 
of  their  enemies. 

Having  finiftied  all  the  ceremonies  previous  to  the 
war,  they  iffuc  forth  with  their  faces  blackened  with 
charcoal,  intermixed  with  ftreaks  of  vermiUion, 
which  give  them  a  moft  horrid  appearance.  Then 
they  exchange  their  cloaths  \vith  their  friends,  and 
diipofe  of  all  their  finery  to  the  women,  who  accom- 
pany them  to  a  confiderable  diftance  to  receive  thofc 
laft  tokens  of  friendihip. 

TTic  great  qualities  in  an  Indian  war  are  vigilance 
and  attention,  to  give  and  to  avoid  a  furprize ;  and 
indeed  in  thefe  they  arc  fuperior  to  all  nations  in  the 
-world.  Accuftomed  to  continual  wandering  in  the 
forcfts,  having  their  perceptions  Sharpened  by  keen 
ncccffity,  and  living  in  every  refpcd  according  to 
nature,  their  external  fenfes  have  a  degree  of  acute- 
nefs  which  at  firft  view  appears  incredible.  They 
can  trace  out  their  enemies,  at  an  immenfe  diftance, 
by  the  fmoke  of  their  fires,  which  they  fmell,  and 
by  the  tracks  of  their  feet  on  the  ground,  imper- 
ceptible to  an  European  eye,  but  which  they  can 
count  and  diftinguifli  with  the  utmoft  facility.  They 
even  diftinguifli  the  different  nations  with  whom 
they  are  acquainted,  and  can  determine  the  precife 
time  when  they  paffed,  where  an  European  could 
not  diftinguifli  footfteps  at  all.  Thefe  circum- 
(lances,  however,  are  of  fmall  importance,  becaufe 
their  enemies  are  no  lefs  acquainted  with  them. 
When  they  get  out,  therefore,  they  take  care  to 
avoid  making  ufe  of  any  thing  by  which  they  might 
run  the  danger  of  difcovery.  They  light  no  fire  to 
warm  thcmlelvcs,  or  to  prepare  their  viftuals }  they 
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lyc  clofc  to  the  ground  all  day, -and  travel  only  in 
the  night)    and  marching  along  in  files,  he  that 
clofes  the  rear,  diligently  covers  with  leaves  the 
*  tracks  of  his  own  feet,  and  alfo  of  theirs  who  pre- 
ceded him.     When  they  halt  to  refrefh  themfelves, 
fcouts  are  fent  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  and  beat 
up  every  place  where  tbey  fufped  an  enemy  may 
lye  concealed.     In  this  manner  they  enter  unawares 
the  villages  of  their  foes,  and  while  the  flower  of 
the  nation  are  engaged  in  hunting,  maffacre  all  the 
children,  women,  and  helplefs  old  men,  or  make 
prifoners  of  as  many  as  they  can  manage,  or  have 
ftrength  enough  to  be  ufeful  to  their  nation.     But 
when  the  enemy  is  apprized  of  their  defign,  and 
coming  on  in  arms  againft  them,  they  throw  them- 
felves flat  on  the  ground  among  the  withered  herbs 
and  leaves,  which  their  faces  are  painted  to  refem- 
ble.     Then  they  allow  a  part  to  pafs  unmolefted, 
when  all  at  once,  with  a  tremendous  fliout,  rifing 
up  from  their  ambufli,  they  pour  a  fliorm  of  mul- 
quet-bullets  on  their  foes.     Tlie  party  attacked  re- 
turns the  fame  cry.    Every  one  flickers  himfelf  with 
a  tree,  and  returns  the  fire  of  the  adverfe  party,  as 
foon  as  they  raife  themfelves  from  the  ground  to 
give  a  fecond  fire.     Thus  doeis  the.  battle  continue 
until  one  p^rty  is  fo.  much  weakened,  as  to  be  inca- 
pable of  further  refifl:ance :  But  if  the  force  on  each 
fide  continues  nearly  equal,  the  fierce  fpirits  of  the 
favages,  inflamed  by  the  lofs  of  their  friends,  can 
no  longer  be  reftrained.     They  rufli  upon  one  ano- 
ther with  clubs  and  hatchets  in  their  hands,  magni- 
fying their  own  courage,  and  infulting  their  enemies 
with  the  bittereft  reproaches.     They  trample  and 
infult  over  the  dead  bodies,  tearing  the  fcalp  from 
the  head,  wallowing  in  their  blood  like  wild  beafts, 
and  fometime§  devouring  their  flefli.     The  flame 
rages  on  till  it  meets  with  no  refiftance,  then  the 
prifoners  are  fecured,  thofc  unhappy  men,  whofc 
fate  is  a  tlioufand  times  more  dreadful  tlian  theirs 
ly.bp  have  died  in  the  field.     The  conquerors  fct 

up 
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up  a  hideous  howling  to.lamcnt  the  friends'^they 
have  loft.  They  approach  in  a  melancholy  and 
fcvcrc  gloom  to  their  own  village,  a  meffcnger  is 
fent  to  announce  their  arrival,  and  the  women  witd 
frightful  (hrieks  come  out  to  mourn  their  dead 
brothers,  or  their  hufhands.  When  they  are  ar- 
rived,  the  chief  relates  in  a  low  voice  to  the  elders 
a  circumftantial  account  of  every  particular  of  the 
expedition.  The  orator  proclaims  aloud  this  ac- 
count to  the  people,  and  as  he  mentions  the  names 
of  thofc  who  have  fallen,  thic  fhrieks  of  the  women 
are  redoubled.  The  men  too  join  in  thefe  cries, 
according  as  each  is  moft:  connef^ed  with  the  de- 
ceafed,  by  blood  or  friendfhip.  The  laft  ceremony 
is  the  proclamation  of  vidory ;  each  individual  then 
forgets  his  private  misfortunes,  and  joins  in  the 
triumph  of  his  nation ;  all  tears  are  wiped  from 
their  eyes,  and  by  an  unaccountable  tranfition,  they 
pafs  in  a  moment  from  the  bitternefe^  of  forrow,  to 
an  extravagance  of  joy.  But  the  treataient  of  the 
prifoners,  whofe  fate  all  this  time  remains  undecided, 
IS  what  chiefly  charaderifes  the  favages. 

The  perfon  who  has  taken  the  captive,  attends  Their 
him  to  the  cottage,  where  according  to  the  diilri- 1«*^- 
bution  made  by  the  elders,  he  is  delivered  to  fupply  "*^"^  ^ 
the  lofs  of  a  citizen.  If  thofe  who  receive  him  have  ^"  °°*^ 
their  family  weakened   by  war  or  other  accidents, 
they  adopt  the  captive  into  the  family,  of  which  he 
becomes  a  member.     But  if  they  have  no  occafion 
for  him,  or  the  refentment  for  the  lofs  of  their  friends 
be  too  high  to  endure  the  fight  of  any  conne&ed 
^th  thoie  who  were  concerned  in  it,  they  fentence  hin^ 
to  death.  \  Ail  thofe  who  have  met  with  the  fame  fe- 
verc  fentence  being   coUeded,  the  whole  nation  is 
afiembled  at  the  execution,  as  for  fome  great  fo- 
iemnity.     A  fcaffold  is  ereded,  and  the  prifoners 
arc  tied  to  the  ftake,  where  they  commence  their 
death  fong,  and  prepare  for  the  enfuing  fcene  of 
cruelty  widi  the  jmoft  jindaunted  courage.    Their 
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enemies,  on  the  other  fide,  arc  determined  to  put  ?t 
to  the  proof,  by  the  mod  refined  and  cxquifite  tor- 
tures*    They  begin  at  the  extremity  of  Ms  body, 
tind  gradually  approach  the  more  vital  parts.     One 
l^ucks  out  his  nails  by  the  roots,  one  by  one ; 
i»[K)ther  takes  a  finger  into  his  mouth,  and  tears  of 
the  flcfti  with  his  teeth  ;  a  third  thrufts  the  finger, 
mangled  as  it  is,  into  the  bowl  of  a  pipe  made  red  - 
hot,  which  he  fmokes  like  tobacco ;  th^n    they 
pound  his  fingers  and  toes  to  pieces  between  two 
ftones ;  they  pull  of  the  flefli  from  the  teeth,  and 
cut  circles  about  his  joints,  and  gaflies  the  flefhy  parts 
of  his  limbs,  which  they  fear  immediately  with  red 
•     hot  irons,  cutting,  burning,  and  pinching  them  alter- 
nately }  they  pull  of  his  flefti  mangled  and  roafted, 
bit  by  bit,  devouring  it  with  greedinefs,  and  fmear- 
ing  their  feces  with  the  blood  in  an  ethufi^m  of 
horror  and  fury.     When  they  have  thus  torn  oflf  the 
flelh,  they  twift  the  bare  nerve  s  and  tendons  about 
an  iron,  tearing  and  fnapping  them,  whilfl  others  arc 
employed  in  pulling  and  extending  the  limbs  in 
every  way  that  can  increafe  the  torment.    This  con- 
tinues often  five  or  fix  hours,  and  fometimes  fuch  is 
the  ftrength  of  the  favages,  days  together.     TTien 
they  frequently  unbind  him,,  to  give  a  breathing  td 
their  fury,  to  think  what  new  torments  they  (hall  in- 
flia,  and  to  refrefli  the  ftrength  of  the  fuflFerer,  who 
wearied  out  with  fuch  a  variety  of  unheard-of  tor- 
ments, often  falls  into  fo  profound  a  fleep,  that  they 
are  obliged  to  apply  the  fire  to  awake  him  and  re- 
new his  fufierings.     He  is  again  fattened  to  the 
(lake,  and  again  they  renew  their  cruelty  ;  they  ftick 
him  all  over  with  fmall  matches  of  wood,,that  eafily 
take  fire,  but  burn  flowly  ;  they  continually  run  (harp 
reeds  into  every  part  of  his  body ;  they  drag  out  his 
teeth  with  pincers,  and  thruft  out  his^  eyes  ;  and 
laftly,  after  having  buAed  his  flefh  from  the  bones 
with  flow  fires  ;  after  having  fo  mangled  the  body 
that  it  is  all  but  one  wound ;  after  having  mutilated 
his  face  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  carry  nothing  hu- 
man 
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man  in  it ;  after  Jiaving  peeled  the  (kin  from  his  head, 
and  poured  a  heap  of  red  hot  coals,  or  boiling  wa« 
ter,  on  the  naked  fkull,  they  once  more  unbind  the 
ivTctch,  who,  blind,  and  ftaggering  with  pain  and 
wcaknefs,  afifauhed  and  pelted  on  every  fide  with 
chibs  and  ftones,  now  up,  now  down,  falling  into 
their  fires  at  every  ftep,  runs  hither  and  thither,  un<» 
til  one  of  the  chiefs,  vrhether  out  of  compafBrai  or 
iD^eary  of  cruelty,  puts  an  end  to  his  life  with  a  club 
or  a  dagger.  The  body  is  then  put  into  a  kettle, 
and  this  barbarous  employment  is  fucceeded  by  a 
feaft  as  barbarous. 

The  women,  forgetting  the  human  as  well  as  the 
female  nature,  and  transformed  into  fomething  wotlb 
than  furies,  ad  their  parts,  and  even  outdo  the  men 
in  this  fcene  of  horror,  while  the  principle  perfous  of 
the  country  fit  round  the  flake  fmoaking  and  look*^ 
ing  on  without  the  lead:  emotion*    What  is  moft 
extraordinary,  the  fuffercr,  himfelf,  iti  the  little  in^ 
tervals  of  his  torments,  fmokes  too,  appears  uncon^ 
cemed,  and  converfes  with  his  torturers  about  in- 
different matters.    Indeed  during  the  whole  time  of 
his   execution,  there  feems  a  conteit  between  him 
and  them  which  ihaU  exceed,  they  in  inflicting  the 
moft  horrid  pauns,  or  he  in  enduring  them,  with  a 
firmneis  and  conftancy  almoft  above  human :  not  a 
groan,  not  a  figh,  not  a  diilortion  of  countenance 
cfcapes  him ;  he  poiTefles  his  mind  entirely  in  the 
midft  of  his  torments ;  he  recounts  his  own*  exploits  ( 
he  informs  them  what  cruelties  he  has  infli&ed  upon 
their  countrymen,  and  threatens  them  with  the  re- 
Tenge  mat  wilLattend  his  death ;  and  though  his  re«- 
proaches  exafperate  them  to  a  perfe&  madnefs  and 
fury,  he  continues  his  infults  even  of  their  ignorance 
of  the  art  of  tormenting,  pointing  out  hindSdf  more 
rxquifite  methods,  and  more  fenfible  parts  of  the 
body  to  be  affli£led.    The  women  have  this  part  of 
courage  as  well  as  the  men  ;  and  it  is  as  rare  for  an 
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Indian  to  behave  othcrwifc,  as  it  would  be  for  any 
European  to  fufferas  an  Indian. 

When  any  one  of  the  fbcicty  dies,  he  is  lament* 
cd  by  the  whole ;  and  on  this  occafion  a  thoufand 
ceremonies  are  praftifcd,  denoting,  the  moft  lively 
forrow,  *  Of  thefe,  the  moft  remarkable,  as  it  dif- 
covers  both  the  height  and  continuance  of  their 
grief,  is  what  they  call  the  feaft  of  the  dead,  or 
the  feaft  of  fouls.  The  day  of  this  ceremony  is  ap- 
pointed by  public  order,  and  nothing  is  omitted  that 
it  may  be  celebrated  with  the  utmoft  pomp  and 
magnificence.  ITie  neighbouring  tribes  are  invited 
tobeprefent,and  tojoin  in  the  folemnity.  *  At  this 
time  all  thofc  who  have  died  fmce  the  laftfolcmn 
occafion,  (which  is  renewed  every  ten  years  among 
fomc  tribes,  and  every  eight  among  others)  arc 
taken  out  of  their  graves ;  thofe  who  have  been  in- 
terred at  the  grcateft  diftance  from  the  villages  arc 
diligently  fought  for  and  brought  to  this  great  ren- 
dezvous of  carcaftes. 

They  bring  their  bodies  into  their  cottages,  where 
they  prepare  a  feaft  in  honour  of  the  dead,  during 
which  their  great  adions  are  celebrated,  and  all  the 
tender  intercourfes  which  took  place  between  them 
and  their  friends  are  pioufly  called  td  mind.  The 
ftrangers,  who  have  come  fometimes  many  hun- 
dred miles  to  be  prefent  on  the  occafion,  join  in  the 
tender  condolence ;  and  the  women,  by  frig&tful 
ihrieks,  demonftrate  that  they  are  pierced  with  the 
fharpeft  forrow.  Then  they  are  carridd  from  the 
cabbins  for  the  general  reinterment.  ,  A  great  pit 
is  dug  in  the  groimd,  and  thither,  at  a  certain  time, 
eac)i  perfon  attended  by  his  family  and  friends, 
marches  in  folemn  filence,  bearing  the  dead  body 
of  a  fon,  a  father,  or  a  brother.  When  they  are  aU 
convened,  the  dead  bodies,  or  the  duft  of  thofe  which 
were  quite  corrupted,  are  depofited  m  the  pit  :  thca 
their  grief  breaks  put  ancwt    Whatever  they  poflc^ 
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moft  valuable  is  interred  with  the  dead.  The 
Grangers  are  not  wanting  in  their  gcnerofity,  and 
confer  thofc  prefents  which  they  have  brought  along 
with  them  for  the  purpofc.  Then  all  prefcnt  go 
down  into  the  pit,  and  every  one  takes  a  little  of  the 
carthjwhich  they  afterwards  preferve  with  the  moft 
religious  care.  The  bodies,  ranged  in  order,  are 
covered  with  new  furze,  and  over  thefe  with  bark^ 
on  which  they  throw  ftones,  wood,  and  earth. 
Then  taking  tncir  laft  farewell,  they  return  each  to 
his  own  cabbin. 

Areikoui,  or  the  god  of  battle  is  revered  as  the 
great  god  of  the  Indians.  Him  they  invoke  be-* 
fore  they  go  into  the  field,  ^  and  according  as 
his  difpoiition   is  more  or   lefs  favourable  to  them,  , 

they  conclude  they  will  be  more  or  lefs  fucccfs- 
fuL  Some  nations  worfhip  the  fun  and  moon ; 
among  others  -there  are  a  number  of  traditions,  re- 
lative to  the  creation  of  the  world,  and  the  hiftory 
of  the  gods  :  traditions  which  refemble  the  Grecian 
fables,  but  which  are  ftill  more  abfurd  and  incon- 
fiflem.  But  except  when  they  have  fome  immediate 
occafion  for  the  affiftance  of  their  gods,  they  pay 
them  no  fort  of  worfhip.  Like  all  rude  nations, 
however,  they  are  ftrongly  addicted  to  fuperftition. 
They  believe  in  the  exiftence  of  a  number  of  good 
and  bad  genii  or  fpirits,  who  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  mortals,  and  produce  all  our  happinefs  or  mifery. 
It  is  from  the  evil  genii  in  particular,  that  our  dif- 
cafes  proceed  ;  and  it  is  to  the  good  genii  we  are 
indebted  for  a  cure.  The  miniflcrs  of  the  genii 
are  the  jugglers,  who  are  alfo  the  only  phyficians 
among  the  favages.  Thefe  jugglers  are  fuppofed  to 
be  infpired  by  the  good  genii,  moft  commonly  in 
their  dreams,  with  thie  knowledge  of  future  events  ; 
they  arc  called  into  the  affiftance  of  the  fiek,  and 
are  fuppofed  to  be  informed  by  the  genii  whether 
they  will  get  over  the  difeafe,  and  in  wnat  way  they 
muft  be  treated.    But  thefe  fpirits  arc  extremely 
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iixaple  in  their  fyilem  of  pbyilc,  and  tn  almoft  crery 
difeafe,  dire£fc  the  juggler  to  the  fame  remedy. 
The  patient  is  encbfcd  m  a  narrow  cabbin,  in  the 
9iidft  of  which  is  a  ftcme  red  hot ;  on  this  they 
throw  ws^er,  until  he  is  well  fbaked  with  the  warn^ 
vapour  and  his  own  fweat.  Then  they  hurry  him 
from  the  bagniot  and  plunge  him  fuddeidy  into  the 
next  river.  This  coarie  s^thod,  ii^ch  cofts  many 
thc'u"  lives,  often  performs  very  extraordinary  cures* 
The  jug^rs  have  likewifis  the  ufe  of  feme  fpecifics 
of  wonderful  efficacy ;  and  all  the  lavages  are  dex- 
trous in  curing  wounds  by  the  application  of  herbs. 
But  the  power  oi  thefe  remedies  is  always  aittributed 
to  the  magicsd  ceremoniea  widi  which  they  are  ad- 
miniiber^d* 
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CHAP.     H. 

jf  eoncifc  view  of  North  America  and  the  Wep-India  IJlands^ 
Jirom  their  firft  dijcoveryj  'tiU  the  feeds  of  the  prefent  contcfl 
nafcre  fonsmi  mtijjing  the  commercial  firength  and  Jhipping  of 
each  of  the  colonies^  as  theyfioad  in  the  year  1763. 

TH£  firft  difcovcry  made  by  any  of  our  coun- 
trymen, was  that  already  mentioned,  by  Sc- 
baftian  Cabot,  a  native  of  Briftol;  who  in  1498' 
difcoYcred  that  pact  of  North  America  now  known 
by  the  name  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  ftraits  of 
Davis,  from  Capt,  Hudfon  and  Pavis,  who  failed' 

afterwards  to  thefe  places. 

« 

Between  the  years  1607  ^^^  r6ri,  Mr.  Hudfon 
made  four  voyages  to  this  part  of  the  world ;  in  the 
laft  of  which,  his  men  forced  him  and  eight  more 
of  their  officers  into  a  boat,  and  left  them  to  ftarve 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bay. 

Sir  Thomas  Button  purfued  the  difcovery  in  161 3, 
and  Capt.  James,  in  1631,  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
North- Weft  paiTage  to  Ching,  Capt.  Gilham  failied' 
to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  in  1667^  and^  at  his  retuirn, 
bis  owners  procured  a  patent  for  planting  this  coun- 
try, aimo  1670.  The  Englifh  Gdvernor  that  went 
thither  was  Charles  Batley,  Efq;  who  built  a  fort 
on  Rupert  river,  calling  it  Charles-Port,  and  foon 
after  fettled  another  faftory  at  Nelfon,  In  the  year 
1684,  the  chief  Englifli  fadtory  was  at  Albany,  and 
a-fort  ered:ed  for  its  defence. 

The 
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The  French  invaded  our  fcttlemcnts,  and  took 
Fort  Rupert  and  Albany  in  July  1686,  though  we 
were  then  at  peace  with  France.  In  King  William's 
war,  anno  1693,  the  Englilh  recovered  their  fcttle- 
mcnts again. 

During  the  war  in  Queen  Anne's  reign,  the 
French  reduced  all  our  fettlcments  except  Albany, 
but  were  obliged  to  reftore  them  at  the  peace  of 
Utrecht,  anno  1 7 1 3  ;  and  the  company  have  re- 
mained in  pofleffion  of  them  ever  fince ;  and  by 
the  treaty  they  were  to  reftore  to  Great  Britain,  the 
Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudfon,  with  all  the  lands^^ 
feas,  fca-coafts,  rivers,  and  places,  fituated  on  the 
fame  bay  and  ftreights,  (which  comprehend  all  New 
Britain  and  Britifh  Canada)  and  it  was  agreed,  that 
commiilioners,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  and* 
France,  fhould  terminate,  within  the  fpace  of  a  year, 
the  limits  between  the  dominions  of  Great  Britain 
and  France  on  that  fide,  which  limits  the  fubjcfts  of 
Great  Britain  and  France  were  not  to  pafs  over  ta 
each  other  by  fea^  or  land. 

It  is  not  with  certainty  known  what  Europeans 
firft  vifited  the  country  of  Canada,  the  difpovcry  be- 
ing claiu^ed  by  both  Spaniards  and  French.  How* 
ever,  no  permanent  fettlement  was  made  l^ere  till 
about  the  beginning  of  the  1 7th  century ;  \yhen 
the  French  having  built  fome  forts,  and  being  fre- 
quently fuppHed  with  emigrants,  they  became  able 
to  fupport  themfelves  and  extend  their  views.  At 
their  fcttlemcnts  were  th?  firft  to  the  Northward  of  : 
what  was  then  called  New  England,  they  gradually 
fpread  themfelves  round  the  bsiy  of  St  Lawrence, 
and  along  both  fides  of  the  river,  ufurped  the  country 
called  Nova  Scotia,  built  a  town,  caUed  Port  Royal, 
in  the  bay^  of  Fvmdy,  and  from  thence,  about  the 
year  1680,  fupport ed  the  Indians  of  New  England, 
in  their  wars  with  the  Englifli ;  for  which  they  were> 
in  1690,  ftripped  of  their  poffeflions  in  the  b^y  of 
l^undy  by  the  people  of  J^c\y  Jinglsmd,  under  the 

com- 
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command  of  Sir  William  Phipps,  their  governor ; 
^vho  alfo  twice  attempted  the  reduftion  ot  Quebec, 
but  failed  by  being  too  late  in  the  feafon.  However, 
during  the  wars  of  King  William,  the  French  and 
Indians  gained  many  advanjtages  over  the  EngUfli, 
having  recovered  Port  Royal  and  the  other  countries 
they  had  formerly  ufurped.  In  the  wars  of  C^een 
Anne,  Port  Royal  was  again  retaken,  and  called 
Annapolis ;  and  an  expedition  was  fet  on  foot 
againft  Quebec,  The  fleet  from  Old  England  was 
under  admiral  Walker,  with  a  body  of  troops  under 
general  Hill,  who  were  to  approach  the  place  by 
the  river  of  St  Lawrence,  while  general  Nicholfon, 
with   the  New  England   forces,  were    to    attack 

Montreal,  and  fo  divide  the  French  force.  This 
expedition  alfo  failed ;  and  the  peace  of  Utrecht 
following  foon  after,  the  French  relinquiflied  Nova 

Scotia,  thebay  of  Fundy,  and  other  places. 

Then  they  applied  themfelves  to  extend  their 
fcttlements  about  the  lakes,  and  meet  thofe  making 
about  the  MifFifippi ;  and  alfo  built  and  fortified  the 
town  of  Louifburg  and  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton, 
-which  gave  them  the  command  of  the  gulph  of  St 
Laivrcnce,  and  greatly  difturbed  the  New  England 
trade.  This  town  was  taken,  in  1745,  by  the  New 
England  men,  and  reftored  to  the  French  in  1 748. 
It  was  finally  taken  in  1758  ;  and,  in  the  following 
year,  the  Englifli  army,  under  General  Wolfe,  hav- 
ing beat  the  French  under  Montcalm,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Quebec,  where  both  generals  fell,  that 
to\ni,  and  all  its  dependencies,  fell  to  the  Englifli  j 
and,  by  the  treaty  of  1763,  was  confirmed  to  them, 
and  the  French  government  thereby  annihilated  in 
North  America. 

Since  the  above  period,  we  may  rank  the  Englifh 
pofleflions  in  North  America,  under  the  heads  of 
the  following  colonies,  viz.    Hudfon's  Bay,  Labra-. 
dor,  Newfoundland,  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  New- 
J^ngland,   (in(;^uding    Maffachuficts   Bay,   Rhode- 

iAand, 


sfl^,  Connef^cut^  and  Ncw*Hampfhife,  orlgm^Uy 
one  colony,  wA  though  now  under  feparatc  jurif- 
diftion^  arc  ftill  cotUidered  as  fiich  j)  New- York, 
Ncw-Jcrfey,  Pcnfylvania,  Virgiwj^,  IVtarylaad^ 
North-Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Qeorgia,  Eait  and 
Weft  Florida :  To  thefe  colonies  may  be  added  alt 
thofe  iilaikls,  \dbich  goes  under  the  geaeral  name  of 
tibie  WeftJndies,  viz.  Jamaica^  Anguilla,  Bcrbuda, 
$t  Chriftopher's,  Nevis,  Antigua,  Montferrat,  Domi- 
iBica,  St  Vincent^  Barbadoes,  Tobago,  and  Granada^ 
s^nd  the  Grenadines,  or  Grenadillos ;  dS&y  the  Ber- 
mudaSi  or  Summer  iflamite ;  the  Bahama^  or  Lu« 
cayan  iflaods^  in  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Of  thefe^  Qonu- 
nica»  St  Vincent,  Tobago,  and  Granada>  were  cedeci 
by  France  to  Qreat  Britain,  by  the  definitive  treaty 
of  1763. 

The  chief  cbnunodities  e;q)orted  fpom  G.  B;*  t^. 
thofe  colonies  and  Weil-Indian  iflands,  are  wrought 
iron,  fteel,  copper,  pewter^  lead,  and  brafs,  cordage^ 
hemp,  fail-cloth,  ftiip-chandlery^  painters  colours, 
millinery,  hofiery,  hab^rdafliery,  gloves,  hats,  broad- 
doths,  ftuflfs,  flanuds,  Coichefter  bays,  long  ell  filks, 
gold  and  fiiver  lace,  Maj:icheftcr  goods,  Britifli,^ 
n)rei^,,and  Irifh  linens,  carth^n-wares,  grind-ftones,. 
Birmingham  and  Sheffiekl  ws^res,.  toys,  fadtery,  ca- 
binet ivares,  feeds,  chcefe,  ftrong  beer,  finoaking 
pipes,  fouffs,  wines,  fpirits,  and  drugs,  £aft-India 
goods,  books,  paper,  leather,  befides  m?iny  other 
articles,  according  to  the  different  wants  and  cxigen- 
des  of  the  different  colonies,  impoffibie  to  he  enumc- 
,  rated  here.  In  return  we  receive  tobacco,  rice,  flour, 
hifcuit,  wheat,  beans,  peas,  oats,  Indian-corn,,  and 
other  grain ;  honey,  apples,  cyder,  and  onions ;  fak- 
beef,  pork,  hams,  bacon,  venifon,  tongues,  figs,  and 
raifinfi,  prodigious  quantities  of  cod,  mackand,  and 
other  fifli,  and  fiftroai ;  fu£&  and  ikins  of  wild  beaib, 
fuch  as  bear,  beaver,  otter,  furr,  deer,  and  racoon, 
horfes,  and  live  ftock  *^  tiinbier  pi wks,  maih,  boards, 
flavcs,  fhingles,.  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine;  ihips^ 

built 
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l>uUt  for  fale,  flax,  flax-feed,  and  cotton  ;  indigo, 
pot-afh,  bees-wax,  tallow,  copper-ore,  and  iron  in 
bars  and  in  pigs  ;  befides  many  other  commodities 
peculiar  to  the  climes  and  feils  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces and  iiles.  As  to  thofe,  which  have  been  ac-« 
qnhcd  fay  the  taft  general  ^ace,  they  axe  certainly 
very  improyeable,  nor  can  we  form  any  judgment 
of  them,  in  their  prefent  infantine  unfettled  ftate. 
As  we  propofe  making  the  war  now  fubfifting  be- 
tween the  colonies  and  us,  the  fubjeft  of  the  fecond 
part  of  this  work,  it  is  £ot>ridered  at  prefenl  fuffi* 
cient  to  exhibit  a  ftate  of  the  trade  of  America, 
9S  it  exiiled  when  the  differences  firft  took  place, 
marking,  atthe&me  time  the  commercial  ftrength 
and  Ihipping  of  the  colonies. 
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Ships.    Seamen.  Exports  from    Exp.  from 

Cr.  Britaht.  the  Conies. 


Hudlbn'tBay 

4 

»3<>  . 

^•169000 

L'  »9»340 

l^abrador,        > 

American  vcf-^ 

49,050 

lek  lao          3 

[Newfoundland  ^ 
(3000  boats)  > 

3801 

20,560 

273^00 

345><Jo«> 

Canada 

34 

400 

105,000 

105,500 

^ora-Scotia 

6 

72 

^26,500 

38,000 

ITew-Englaad 
Rhode  Iflwd,  ^ 

46 

55* 

^5,000 

370>50P 

Connedicttt,/ 

,^ 

and  New      C 

3 

36 

X  2,000 

1 14,500 

Hampfiiire    ^ 

Kcw-York 

30 

33« 

531,000 

526,009 

Penfyltania 

•35 

W> 

611,000 

705,500 

Virginja  and    7 
Maryland     5 

33<^ 

3i9^ 

865,000 

1 ,040,000 

NcmhCarolini 

34 

408 

1 8,000 

68,350 

SaitthCaraima 

X40 

ij68o 

365,000 

395,666 

Geonja 
XaftFlotida 

24 

940 

49,000 

7*4,200 

a 

24 

7,000 

Wcftdkt» 

10 

vixy 

97,000 

63,000 

[',078  28,910  3,730,900  3,924,606 
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REVOLUTIONS 
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MEMORABLE  EVENTS. 


CHAP.     III. 

AJhort  narfative  of  the  memorable  events  and  revoluthiis  of  tbip 
BritiJJy  colonies  in  North  America^  from  the  days  of  ^een 
Elizabeth  to  theprefent  time^  enumerating  their  different  char^ 
ters  and  grants i  and  Jhenuing  inhen  executed ^  to  nuhojn,  and 
for  luhat  purpofe, 

WHEN  the  Europeans  firft  vifited  New- 
England,  they  found  it  inhabited  by  twenty 
'different  nations  or  tribes  independent  of  eacn. 
other,  and  commanded  by  their  refpeftive  chiefs. 
Of  thcfe  nations,  the  mod  powerful  was  the.Mafla- 
chuffets,  fituated  on  or  near  Bofton  harbour.- — ». 
The  Nbrth-Eaft  part  of  the  continent  of  America 
was  firft  difcovered  by  Sebaftian  Cabot,  a  native  of 
Briftol.  In  the  year  1497,  ^^  difcovered  all  the  ' 
coaft,  from  Cape  Florida,  in  25  degrees  of  North 
latitude,  to  67  and  an  half ;  froni  whence  England 
claimed  a  right  to  Virginia,  prior  to  the  Spaniards, 
or  any  other  European  power. 

• 

Grants  to      Quccn  Elizabeth  having  equipped  feveral  fquad- 

SirWal-  ^ons,  under  the    command  of   thcfe   celebrated 

1^  h  '  d  commanders  Drake,  Hawkins,  and  Raleigh,   to 

^^x%^     cruize  upon  the  Spanifh  coafts  and  iflands  in  Ame- 

erica,  they  brought  home  fuch  favourable  accounts 

of  the  riches  and  fertility  of  Florida,  that  a  great 

many  enterprizing  gendemen  appeared  very  zealous 

of  making  fetdements  in  that  part  of  the  world, 

and  chofe  Mr.  Raleigh,  afterwards  Sir  Walter,  to 

conduct  the  CQterprizei  who  obtained  a  patent  or 

grant 
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grant  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1584,  of 
all  fuch  lands  as  he  fhould  difcovcr  in  North-Ameri- 
ca, between  ^2  ^"^  40  degrees  of  North  IsLtitudc, 
and  to  difpofc  of  them  in  tce-fimple,  or  bthehvife, 
to  any  of  the  fubjefts  of  England,  referying  to  the 
crown  a  fifth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  ore  that 
ftould  be  acquired  in.,  fuch  countries,  paying  iht  • 

laid  fifth  part  to  the  crown  In,  lieu  of  all  fcrvices. 

"WlvcTCupon  Mr.  Raleigh  formed  a  fociety  amon^ 
his  friends,  who  contributed  large  fums,  and  pro* 
vided  two  fliips  to  go  upon  the  difcovery,  the  com- 
mand having  been  given  to  Cdpu  Philip  Amidas 
and  Capt  Arthur  Barlow,  who  fct  fail  from  Eng* 
land  on  the  20th  of  April  JC584,  and  arrived  at  the 
iiland  of  Wokoken,  on  the  coaft  of  Carolina,  in  34 
degrees  odd  minutes.  North  latitude.  They  vifited 
another  iiland  a  little  to  the  Northward,  called 
Roanoak  j  and  fome  of  the  officers  went  over  to  the  ^ 

neighbouring  continent,  where  they  were  hofpitably 
entertained  by  Wingina,  the  king  of  that  part  of  the  * 

country ;  however,  they  returned  to  the  iflajid  of 
Wokoken  before  night,  where  they  bartered  fome 
utcnfilsof  brafs  and  pewter,  axe$,  hatchets,  and 
knives,  with  the  natives,  for  (kins  and  fur/s ;  and, 
having  difpofed  of  all  their  goods,  and  loaded  theii^ 
IHips  with  (kins,  faffafras,  and  cedar,  and  procured 
fome  pearly  and  tobacco,  they  parted  with  the  lia-  % 

tivcs  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  returning  to  Eng-^ 
land  with  two  Indians,  who  defired  to  cgme  along 
with  them.  The  tobacco  brought  home  by  thefd 
^venturers,  being  the  firft  that  was  ever  fctti  in 
England,  was  then  extolled  ad  a  molt  valuable  plants 
and  a  remedy  for  almoft  every  difeafe^ 

Thefe^tvro  fliips  havmg^  made  a  profitable  voyage, 
»^d  it  being  rq>ortcd  that  the  country  was  iihmeme- 
•y  rich,  Mir.  R^eigh  and  his  friends  ntted  out  a  fleet 
I  of  fevon  (hips  more,  giving  the  command  of  it  to 
^ir  Rich.  Greiiville,  who  fet  fail  from  Plymouth 
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the  pth  of  April  1585,  and  arrived  at^thc  illand  of 
Wokoken  the  26th  of  June  fbUowing,  where  the 
admiral^s  Ihip  was  caft  away  going  into  the  harbour; 
but  he  and  all  the  crew  were  faved.  The  Admiral 
iifterwards  conduSed  the  adventurers  to  the  illand 
of  Roanoak,  from  whence  he  went  over  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  took  a  view  of  the  countfy :  but  one  of 
the  natives  Healing  a  filver  cup^  he  took  a  feverc 
revenge,  burnt  and  plundered  an  Indian  town,  with 
all  the  corn  growing  in  the  fields,  and  leaving  108 
men  on  the  iiland  of  Roanoak,  under  the  command 
of  Mr.  Ralph  Lane,  dire£ted  him  to  make  further 
difcoveries,  and  then  fet  fail  for  England,  promifmg 
to  return  with  fuch  reinforcements  a^  fhould  enable 
him  to  fubdue  the  neighbouring  continent :  but  Mn 
Lane  marching  to  the  Weft,  found  the  country  de* 
ftroyed  before  nim  as  he  advanced ;  atid  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  that  he  made  his  retreat  to  Roanoak 
again.  And  nere  the  colony  was  in  great  danger  of 
ftarving,  if  Admiral  Drake  bad  not  taken  them  up 
as  he  was  returning  from  a  cruize,  and  brought 
them  to  England. 

Sir  Walter  fent  over  feveral  other  little  embarka- 
tions ;  biit,  neglefting  to  fupport  them,  adl  of  them 
pcriflied* 

JamcB  I.  No  farther  attempts  were  made  to  fix  the  colonies 
i6o6.  either  in  Carolina  or  Virginia,  until  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Jsunes  I.  who,  by  his  ktters  patent, 
dated  the  loth  of  April  1606,  authorized  Sir  Tho. 
Gates,  Sir  George  Summers,  Richard  Hackluit, 
Clerk,  Prebendary  of  Weftminfter,  and  other  ad- 
venturers, to  plant  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  between 
34  and  45  degrees  of  Korth  latitude ;  who  there- 
upon fitted  out  thr^e  {mail  fliips,  giving  the  com- 
mand of  them  to  "Csqjt.  Chriftophcr  Newport,  who 
fet  fail  from  the  Downs  on  tnc  5th  of  January, 
1606.7,  and,  on  the  26th  of  April,.  1607,  arrived 

m  the  bay  of  Chefepcak  j  and  failing  up  the  river 

Pow- 
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Poi^aten,  now  James  river,  they  landed  on  a  penin- 
fula  about  fifty  milca  up  the  river,  where  they  built 
a  fort,  and  afterwards  a  town,  which  they  called 
James-town,  in  honour  offing  James  I.  from  whoni 
they  received  their  patent,  ITiis  was  the  firft  town 
built  by  the  Englitti  on  the  continent  of  America. 

There  happened   fome   fkirmifhcs  between  the 
Englifh  and  the  nativejs  at  their  landing ;   but. the        .  -, 
Indians,  apprehending  they  fliould  not  be  able  to    .        ^ 
maintain  their  ground  againft  a  people  furnifhed 
with  fire-arms,  pretended  to  be  reconciled,  waiting    * 
however  for  an  opportunity  of  felling  upon  t;hefe 
ftrasgers,  when  they  ihould  meet  with  an  advan- 
tage.   The  fort  being  finifhed,  Capt.  Neif^ort,  on 
the  22d  of  June,  1607,  returned  to  England,,  leav- 
ing 104  men  in  the  new  fettlement.  ' 

The  garrtfon,  foon  finding  themfelves  in  want  of 
provifions,  and  the  natives  refufing  to  furnilh  them 
with  any,  though  they  offered  to  give  the  full  value 
for  them,  the  EngBfli  found  themiclves  under  a  ne- 
ccflity  of  plundering  the  country ;  upon  which  ah 
open  war  commenced  between  them  and  the  natives  j 
however,  frcfli  fupplies  and  reinforcements  coming 
over,  commanded  by  Lord  Delawar,  the  Indians 
were  glad  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace,  during 
which  the  Englifli,  finding  a  great  demand  for  to- 
bacco in  Europe,  began  to  encourage  the  planting 
of  it,  in  which  they  fucceeded  beyond  their  expec- 
tations ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Sir  G.  Yardley,  the 
governor,  eftabliihed  a  government  refenibling  that 
of  England,  and  the  firft  general  aflcmbly  or  parlia- 
Tnent  met  at  James-town,  in  May,  1620;  and  ne- 
grocs  were  firft  imported  into  Virginia  the  fame  year.  ^Q^ti^  ^* 


patenfe 

About  the  year  1619,  fome  diffenters  of  the  inde-  purchaft 
pendant  perfualion,  who  were  uneafy  at  their  being  oy  -^i^- 
rcquired  to  conform  to  church  of  England,  having  "^"^^"5 
porchafed  the  Plymouth  patent,  and  obtained  another  crcaid, 

from  1621. 
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from  King  James  to  fend  colonies  to  North  Virginia, 
now  New-England,  embarked  150  men  on  board  a 
fliip,  Avhich  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember 1620,  and  arrived  at  Cape-Cod  in  New- 
England  on  the  9th  of  November  following,  where 
they  built  a  town,  and  called  it  by  the  name  of  New 
Plymouth  j  and  Mr.  John  Carver  was  elefted  their 
governor. 

The  Indians  wcfc,  at  this  time,  too  much  en- 
gaged in  Wars  among  themfelves,  to  give  thefe 
llrangers  any  difturbauce  ;  and  Maflaffoit,  prince  of 
the  IVXaffachufet  pation,  learning  from  one  Quanto, 
^n  Indian  who  had  been  carried  to  England,  what  a 
powerful  people  the  Englifh  were,  made  governor 
Carver  a  vifit  the  following  fpring,  and  entered  into 
an  alliance,  ofFenfive  and  defenfive,  with  the  Eng- 
lifli,  by  whofe  afliftance  he  hoped  to  make  a  con- 
queft  of  the  Narraganfct  nation,  with  which  he  was 
then  at  war.  This  prince  alfo  confented  to  acknow- 
ledge the  King  of  England  his  fovercign,  and  made 
a  ceflion  of  part  of  his  country  to  the  new  planters. 
Several  other  Sachems,  or  Princes,  alfo  foIlo.^yed  the 
example  of  Maflaifoit,  and  dcfired  the  prbtcdion  of 
the  Englifh  againft  their  enemies,  profcffing  them- 
felves fubjeds  of  king  Jame^. 


Differ 

rence  on 
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Ships  arriving  cveyy  dj^y  almoft  with  planters  and 
provifions,  the  colony  foon  became  well  eftabliflied ; 
when  differences  arofe  among  the  planters,  upon  ac- 
count of  teligioii.  The  dependants  J  who  were  the 
moil  numerous,  not  allowing  a  toleration  to  any 
this  colo-  other  fed  or  perfuafion,  feveral  of  the  adventurers 
Py-  removed  to  other  parts  of  the  country,  and  others 

returned  hpme,  whereby  the  colony  was  fo  weak- 
ened, that,  if  the  Indians  had  not  been  engaged  in  a 
civil  war,  the  Enghfh  would  infallibly  been  driven 
put  pf  the  country. 


|n  the  mean  time,  another  fet  of  adventurers^ 

annQ 
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aniK)  1 627,  purchafed  n  grant  of  the  Plymouth  com-  The 
pany,  of  all  that  part  of  New-Englan4,  which  lies  QH^k^ 
between  the  river  Merimac  and  Charles  riycr ;  and  ^^^ 
to  ftrengthen  their  title  to  this  country^  procured  a  ionics. 
grant  of  it  from  King  Charles,  anno  162&,  and  no- 
minated Mr.  Craddock  their  firft  governor. 

Another  fet  of  adventurers  planted  New  Hamp*^ 
ihire,  and  others  Provi4ence  and  Rhode-Iiland,  the 
laft  being  chiefly  quakers,  driven  out  of  Mafia- 
chv&fiet  colony  by  the  Independents,  who  hadlc^g 
periecuted  them,  and  adually  hanged  fonre  pf  the 
quakers  for  not  conforming  to  their  fed. 

Hms  ail  the  New-England  provinces  were  planted 
and  well-peopled  witKin  the  fpace  of  twenty  years^ 
reckoning,  from  the  arrivial  of  the  firft  colony  at 
New  Plymouth,  during  which  time  they  were  very 
Iittie  interrupted  by  the  Indians  ;  but  the.Englilh 
colony  of  Connefkicut  beginning  to  ereft  fortrefles, 
and  extend  their  fettlements  to  the  weftward,  with- 
out  the  leave  of  the  natives,  the  Indians  were  sdarm* 
ed,  apprehending  they  ihould  in  time  be  difpofTeflfed 
of  their  country,  and  be  enflayed  by  thefe  foreigners. 

The  Sachem  Metacoment  therefore  (to  whom*the  The  In- 
Englifh  gave  the  name  of  Philip)  thefon  of  Maflaf-  ^^  »« 
ibit,who  firfl  entered  into  an  alliance  with  theEnglifh^  *1*T^ 
obferving  die  danger  his  country  was  in,  and  the  encroach- 
Englifli  now  no  longer  aded  as  allies,  but  tyran-  menta  of 
nized  over  his  people,  and  had. in  a  manner  depinved  their 
him  of  his  authority,  difpatched  meffengers  private-  "5^  *1* 
ly  through  all  the  tribes  of  the  Indians,  inviting  them  ^^^ 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  country,  vhich 
tbcy  did,  and  fucceeded  in  feveral  engagements  at 
firft,  but  their  prince  Philip  being  killed  by  a  mut 
kct-fhot,  the  Englifh   at  length  prevailed.     Great 
numbers  of  the  Indians  were  maifacred,  and  others 
driven  out  of  their  country,  and  joined  the  French 
in  Canada,  who  promifcd  then)  aid  and  protedion. 

Force 
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'  -FdrcC'  now  proving  in^fffedual,  and  looking  upon 

■'  ttiemfelves  as  a  conquered  people,  the  Indians  en- 

;  ^  fered  into  a  confpiracy  to  niiaffacre  aM  the  Englifh. 

.  .     ,  on  the  22^  of  March,  1622,  about  noon,  when  the 

Englift  were  abroad  at  work  on  their  plantations, 

without  arms  ;  and  they  aftuaUy  murdered  347  of 

the  Englifh,  moft  of  them  being  killed  by  their  own 

working  tools  ^  but  an  Indkm,  who  had  been  well 

nfed  by  his  mafter,  difclofmg  the  defign  to  him  a 

Iktle  before  this  execution,  he  gave  notice  to  the 

left  of  the  planters,  who  flood  upon  their  defence, 

and  not  only  iayed  their  owti  lives,  but  cut  off  great 

numbers  of  the  Indians,  / 

The  planters;  ndt  long-  after,  falling  out  among 
themielVes,  the  Indians  took  an  advantage  of  their 
divifions,  and  made  another  attempt  to  recover  tlieir 
country,  killing  great  numbers  of  the  EngUfli  by 
fiurprife..' 

The  Thefe  misfortunes  being  afcribed  to  the  mal-^ 

company  odminiftration  of  the  company.  King  Charles  L  dif- 

^^-^A'F'  folved  ^hem  in  the  year  1626,  and  reduced  the 

fohrcd."     government  of  Virginia  undeir  his  own  immediate 

direftion,  appointing  the  government  and  council 

-  *    . .  himfelf,  ordering  all  patents  and  proceffes  toiffue  in 

•  the  king's  name,  rcferving  a  quit-rent  of  two  lhil-» 

• "'  ;  lings  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land,  TTie  planters^ 

however,  falling  into  faftions  and  parties^  agaiin,  i^t 

Indians  made  a  third  effort  to  rdcovei'  their  loft  li- 

bcrtfes,  and  cut  off  near  500  more  of  the  Englifti  j 

'     "     but  they  were  at  length  rcpujfed,  and  their  king 

Oppaconcanough  taken  prilbner,  artd  killed  by  a 

private  foldier,  very  much  agairtft  the  wiM  of  Sir 

William  Bcrklev,  the  then  governor,  who  defigncd 

la  have  brought  him  over  into  England,  being  a 

man  of  extraordinary  ftature,  and  uncommon  parts* 

The  aa        Sir  William  afterwards  made  peace  with  the  In- 
^TT    dians,  which  continued  a  confiderablc  time ;  but  the 
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cavil  vizr  commencing  in  England,  he  was  removed 
from  his  governmeoc  during  the  ufurpation,  when 
an  ordinance  of  parliameAt  was  made^  prohibiting  the 
|jantations  tQ  receive  or  esport  any  goods  but  'm 
£ngliih  fliipe ;  which  gave  birth  to  (he  a£l  of  navi.- 
gation  in  the  rei^  <>f  King  Charles  11,  who  reia^ 
Jtated  Sir  Wtiliom  Berkley  in  his  government  at  the 
reftoradon    . 

Sir  William  promoted  the  manufa6:itres  of  filk 
and  linen  in  this  plantatipn,  and  was  efteemed  an 
excellent  governor  ;  but  the  ad  of  navigation  re^ 
fbraining  the  plaaters  from  fending  their  merchandize 
to  foreign  countries,  and  from  receiving  cloathing^ 
iwmiture,  or  fupplies  from  any  nation  but  England^ 
creating  a  deal  <k  difcontent,  Mr.  Bacon,  a  popular 
£iLj^iou$  gentlemen,, took  the  advantage  of  their  dif* 
affedion,  and,  fetting  up  for  himfeU^  drew  the  peo* 
pie  into  rebellion,  depofed  the  governor,  and  com- 
pelled him  to  fly  to  the  Eaftem  fliore  of  the  bay  of 
Chcfepeak ;  and^had  not  Bacon  died  in  good  time^ 
he  had  probably  made  himielf  Sovereign  of  Virgin 
nia ;  but,  upon  his  death.  Sir  William  returned  tn 
his  government,  and  the  people  to  their  duty. 

The  province  of  New-York,  which  was  fold  to  Ncw- 
thc  Dutch,  about  the  year  1608,  by  a  private  con-  York  be« 
trad  with  Captain  Hudfon,  its  difcoverer,  was  by  the  ^®"^*  * 
Dutch  called  Nova  Belgia.    They  cleared  fomc  ^J^niSu 
parts,    buih  fome  towns  about  the  mouths    of 
the   rivers,  and  .formed  fcmie  fettlements  within 
land;    and,    about  the    year   1637,  had  fpread 
them&i ves  to  the  Northwatd  of  what  is  now  called 
Jer&y,  BSkd  encrpached  on  the  lands  whkh  had  been 
fettled  for  fome  years  by  a  colony  of  Swedes,  who 
had  built  the  towns  of  .Chri&iana,  Elfmgburg,  and 
Gottenbiurg*     But  as  this  <x>aft  had  been  firA  dif-  ' 

covered  by  Gabc^  for  King  Henry  VII.  it  was  re- 
claimed by  £ing  Charles -IL  i  who  in  the  ycu:  1664, 
ffiBX  a  force  which  took  poflfeflion  of  it  for  the  duke 

of 
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of  York,  to  \(rhom  it  had  been  granted  by  the  king, 
his  brother ;  and  therefore  the  country  was  called 
Ndw  York.  The  part  poflefTed  by  the  Swedes  was 
granted  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  Lord  Berkley  and 
-Sir  George  Carteret,  whofe  families  being  of  the 
iflc  of  Jerfey ;  they  called  it  New  Jerfey ;  one 
having  the  E^ft  part,  and  the  other  the  Weft  part. 
Such  of  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  as  chofe  to  ftay,  and 
become  ^bjefts  to  England,  and  tenants  ta  the  pro- 
prietors, were  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
labour  f  and  the  Dutch  .who  departed  had  the  li^ 
berty  of  retiring  to  Surinam,  which  country  the 
Engliihiiad  ceded  to  the  Dutch  by  way  of  exchange. 
On  the  Duke  of  York's  acceffion  to  the  throne.  New 
York  fell  to  the  crown,  and  became  a  royal  govern* 
ment.  And  iq  1702  the  proprietors  of  the  Jerfeyg 
furrendering  thb  country  to  the  queen,  it  became 
alfo  a  royal  government. 

The  duke  of  York  afterwards  f)arcelledxeut  thefe 
countries  to  under-proprietors,  among  whom  Wil- 
liam Penn,  fon  of  Sir  William  Penn,  admiral  in  the 
Dutch  wars,  was  one. 

All  the  reft  of  the  under-proprietors,  fome  time 
after,  furrendcred  their  charters  to  the  crown, 
whereby  New  York  and  the  Jerfey s  becanjie  royal 
governments  ;  but  Penn  retained  that  part  of  the 
country  which  had  been  granted  to  him,  and  king 
Charles  II.  made  him  another  grant,  in  1680,  of 
the  reft  of  that  country,  which  now  conftitutes  the 
reft  of  Penfylvania,  in  confideratidn  of  a  debt  due 
to  his  father,  the  admiral,  from  the  government! 
Penn,  the  fon,  afterwards  united  the  countries  he 
poiTeffed  by  both  grants,  into  one,  giving  them  the 
name  of  Penfylvania;  and  began  to  plant  tliem  in  the 
year  1681.  The  Dutch  and  Swedilh  inhabitaifb 
chuiing  ftill  to  refide  in  this  country,  as  they  did  ia 
New- York  and  the  Jerfeys,  they  and  their  defcen- 
dams  enjoy  -the  f^une  privileges  a&  the  reft  of  hi» 
^  Ma* 
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Majrfty's  fubjcas  in  thefe  plantations  do,  and  are 
now  m  a  manner  the  feme  people  with  the  Englilh, 
faking  their  language,  and  go\'erned  by  their  laws 
and  cu&ms. 

Mr.  Penn,  however,  notwithflanding  the  grants 
made  him  by  the  crown  and  the  duke  of  York,  did 
not  eftccm  himfelf  the  real  proprietor  of  the  lands 
granted  him,  until  be  had  given  the  Indians  valuable 
confiderations  (or  what  they  cftcemed  fuch)  for  their 
couwry  :  he  thcrefoTc  affembled  their  Sachems  or 
Princes,  and  purchafed  countries  of  a  very  large 
extent  of  them,  for  a  very  moderate  price,  as  they 
made  fcarce  any  other  ufe  of  their  country  than 
bunt  in  it.  He  paid  them  fur  It  in  clothes,  tools, 
and  utenfils,  to  the  entire  fatisfadion  of  the  natives, 
who  ItiU  retained  more  lands  than  they  could  pof- 
fibly  ufc,  being  very  few  in  number. 

Ikbryland  was  difcovctedin  the  year  1606,.  when  Granu 
Vir^iua  was  firft  planted,  and,  for  feme  time,  was  ?*|5  ", 

eftcemed  apart  of  Virginia,  until  Charles  L  in  the  ^'  ^„. 
r-  1     11     1  !■  *.-     ■    .  ...    more,  aim 

▼car  1632,  granted  all  -that  part  of  Virgima,  which  fcTcnJ 
ay  Nordi  ofntowmac  river,  and  was  not  then  plant--  Roman 
ed,  to  the  right  htwiourabic  Cecilius  Calvert,  Lord  Catholic. 
Baltimore  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  to  his  o^l'*"^ 
heirs ;  which  was  afterwards  named  NIaryland,  in 
honour  of  the  then  conlbrt  Henrietta  Maria,  young- 
eft  slaughter  of  the  French  king  Henry  IV.    The 
Lord  rahimore  fent  over  his  brother,  the  hon.  Leo- 
Roinw  Catholic 
to  the  number  of 
^hefepeak  in  the 
colony  near  the 
dvancii^  to  the 
ere  permitted  to 
confideration  c^ 
roance,  or  prince 
pofiellion  of  the 
had  got  in  th^r 
harveft; 
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harveft  ;  whereupon  Mr.  Calvert  gave  the  town  the 
name  of  St.  Mary's :  but  what  principally  induced 
the  Wcroancc  to  be  fo  exceedingly  civil  to  the 
Englilh  was  his  being  at  war  with  the  Sufquehannah 
Indians,  and  expecting  to  be  proteded  by  the  Eng- 
llili  againft  that  potent  enemy,  who  had  very  near 
driven  him  out  of  his  country.  And  fuch  was  the 
good  undcrftanding  between  the  Yoamaco  Indians 
and  this  colony,  that,  while  the  Englifli  were  plant- 
ing the  country,  the  Indians  hunted  for  them  in  the 
woods,  and  brought  them  in  great  quantities  of 
venifon  and  wild  towl  j  and  many  Roman  Catholic 
families  coming  over  frotn  England  to  avoid  the 
penal  laws,  this  foon  became  a  flourifliing  colony, 
of  which  the  Calverts  remained  governors  until  the 
civil  wars  in  England,  when  the  family  were  deprived 
of  the  government  of  this  province,  but  recovered 
it  again  on  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  And 
the  Hon.  Charles  Calvert,  fon  of  the  Lord  Balti- 
more, remained  governor  of  that  Colony  near  20 
years,  who  promoted  the  planting  of  tobacco  here, 
till  the  colony  became  ahnoft  as  confiderable  for 
that  branch  of  bufmefs  as  Virginia  ;  and  the  family 
ftill  remain  proprietors  of  this  plantation,  being  one 
of  the  moft  confiderable  ellatcs  enjoyed  by  any  fub- 
je6k  of  Great  Britain  abroad. 

Carolina.  Caroliila  was  the  laft  country  in  America  planted 
by  the  Englifh,  after  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  unfortu- 
nate attempts  to  fix  colonies  in  Carolina,  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  the  reign  of  C^een  Elizabeth.  This 
country  feems  to  have  been  entirely  overlooked  till 
the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  The.  then  piir 
niftry,  being  informed  that  CaroUna  would  produce 
wine,  oil,  and  filk,  and  almbft  every  thing  that  Bri- 
tain wanted,  procured  a  patent  or  grant  from  King 
Charles  to  themfelves,  dated  the  24th  of  Maich 
1663,  ^f  great  part  of  this  coaft ;  the  grantees  beiflg 
?Edward  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chancellor  f 
George  Duke  of  Albemarle,  the  general  j  William 

Lord 
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Lord  Craven,  John  Lord  Berkley,  the  Lord  An- 
thony Alhley  Cooper,  Sir  George  Carteret,  Sir 
William  Colleton,  and  their  heirs.  Thefe  proprie- 
tors, however,  did  little  towards  planting  it,  until 
the  year  1670,  when  Lord  Afhley  ftruck  out  a  whim- 
fical  kind  of  government  for  the  colony,  creating  a 
Palatine  or  Sovereign,  with  a  council  to  be  "a  check 
upon  him ;  which  involved  them  in  perpetual  quar- 
rels, and  almoft  deftroycd  the  plantation  as  foon  as 
it  was  fettled;  to  prevent  which,  they  wer-e  at  length 
obliged  to  fell  their  fliares  to  the  crown  ;  arid  it  is 
now  a  royal  government,  only  Earl  Granville  thought 
ft  to  retain  his  fevcnth  (hare,  which  his  family  ftill 
remains  in  poOeffion  of. 

ITie  Carolinas  being  frequently  invaded  and  har- 
raffed  by  the  French  and  Spanifli  Indians,  the  Eng- 
lish found  it  neceffary  to  extend  their  plantations 
farther  South,  and  added  that  province  denominated 
Georgia,  contiguous  to  the  Carolinas  ;  and  truftees 
ycrc appointed  to  fortify  that  frontier  againfl  the 
Jflcurfions  of  the  Indians,  who  accordingly  built 
tov^Tis,  and  erefted  forts  on  or  near  the  banks  of 
the  rivers  Savannah  and  Alatamaha,  in  order  to 
fover  thcfc  provinces  againfl  any  hoftile  attempts  on 
that  iidc,  for  here  only  they  were  liable  to  be  attack- 
ed. •  As  to  the  reft,  the  Apalachian  mountains  cover 
y'^c  t5»o  Carolinas  from  any  invafion  from  the  Weft. 

Gen.  Oglethorpe  commanded  the  fir  ft  embarka-  < 
tJon  for  Georgia,  to  whom  the  Creek  nation  volun- 
^rily  rclinquilhed  their  right  to  all  the  country  South 
rf  tnc  river  Savannah,  the  Northern  limits  of  thia, 
new  province  of  Georgia ;  and  articles  of  commerce 
^«  fettled  between  the  Englifh  and  Creeks.  There 
y^re  fomc  attempjs  made  the  lalt  war  to  add  the 
^>anift  port  of  St.  Auguftine  to  the  province  of 
Georgia ;  and  had  not  Gen.  Oglethorpe  been  be- 
-ycd,  he  had  probably  reduced  that  fortrefs ;  but 
^^>t  being  able  to  confide  in  his  people,  he  found  it 
-vcelTary  to  retire  from  thence  j  and  the  Spaniards 
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not  long  after  returned  the  vifit,  and  invaded  Geor- 
gia, which  was  fo  well  defended  by  Mr.  Oglethorpe, 
that  the  Spaniards  were  beaten  off. 

The  Spaniards  poffeffed  thcmfelves  of  Florida 
immediately  after  their  conqueft  of  Mexico,  under 
which  name  they  comprehended  all  thofe  countries 
which  lye  North  of  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  of  which 
Carolina  and  the  reft  of  tlws  Britifh  [dantations  arc 
part ;  but,  the  Spaniards  abandoning  part  of  this 
country  for  riclier  fettlements  in  Mexico  and  Peru, 
the  Englifh  planted  moft  of  the  Eaftern  coaft,  now 
ftiled  Britifh  America,  the  Spaniards  retaining  only 
St.  Auguftin,  and  two  or  three  other  fmall  {daces 
Eaft  of  the  river  Miffifippi,  and  what  lyes  Weft  of 
that  river ;  and  thus  the  country  fituated  between 
the  Englifh  plantations  on  the  Eafl,  and  the  Spanifh 
territories  in  the  Weft,  remained  under  the  domi- 
nion of  the  Florida  Indians,  until  the  year  1 718, 
when  the  French  took  poffeftion  of  the  river  Miffifip- 
pi, and  erefted  fome  forts,  by  virtue  whereof  they 
laid  claim  to  the  ereateft  part  of  Florida,  incroach- 
ing  on  the  Spanim  territories  on  the  Weft,  and  the 
Englifh  dominions  on  the  Eaft.  They  did,  indeed, 
once  before  ereft  fome  forts  on  the  Spanifti  fide  of 
the  river  Miffifippi ;  but  the  Spaniards  dcmoUlhcd 
them,  and  drove  the  French  out  of  the  country ; 
but  fince  France  and  Spain  have  be<^  fo  clofcly 
united,  the  Spaniards  feem  to  wink  at  their  incroach- 
ments  ;  but  the  Englifh  who  have  ever  looked  upon 
this  country,  as  far  Weft  as  the  river  Miilifippi,  to 
belong  to  the  colonies  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
or  at  leaft  to  their  Indian  allies  the  Creeks  or  Cbfcro- 
kecs,  thought  they  had  very  good  reaibn  to  depute 
this  part  of  Florida  with  rfic  French,  thcfc  fecfians 
have  ceded  to  the  Englifh  all  this  country  tliey  do 
not  chufe  thcmfelves  ;  and  it  muft  be  admitted  that 
the  natives  only  can  give;  the  Europeans  a  juft  title 
to  it.  On  this  claim,  Great  Britain,  in  1754,  dif- 
puted  her  right  with  France,  from  which  contcft 
proceeded  the  late  French  war. 
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^  I  ^  H  E  fortunate  termination  of  the  laft  war,    \  763. 
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X  which  not  only  reftored  tranquillity  to  our 
American  empire,  but  feemed  to  eftablifh  it  on  a 
more  IbKd  founda^on  than  formerly,  revived  in  the 
minds  of  the  cobnifts  the  idea  of  independency : 
and  cert^  impolitic  meafures  at  home  con%ired  to 
hurry  imp  ezecuticm  a  fyftem,  which  might  otherwife 
have  remained  for  years  in  ccmtemplation  ;  and  at 
length,  perhaps,  have  proved  no  more  than  an 
amufing  theory. 

A  Change  had  taken  place  in  the  Britifh  miniflry.  Change 
The  Eari  jod  Bute,  againu  whom  the  public  odiunl '"  !|i^ 
had  rifen  to  an  incredible  height,  had  rdigned  ;  and  m^/ftry, 
the  honourable  George  Grenville,  who  had  long 
prelided  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  was  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  treafury.     He  brought  his  contraded 
mercantile  ideas  along  with  him.     By  means  of 
commercial  regulations  alone,  and  tbffe  chiefly  di- 
i^ftcd  againft  faiugghng,  he  ]^oped  to  fupply  the  exi- 
gcndcs  of  the  ftate.     Agreeable  to  this  idea,  the 
fovcrcignty  of  the  Ifle  of  MvJ  was  purchafed  by  the 

crown. 
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crown,  and  armed  veilels  were  (lationed  all  ai^ound 
the  coafts  of  Britain ;  fo  that  no  (hip  could  pafs* 
cither  out  from  or  into  any  port  without  a  ftrift  ex- 
amination. This  policy,  more  detrimental  to  trade 
than  cmolumentary  to  the  revenue  extended  even 
to  America  and  the  Weft  Indies,  where  it  was 
produ£Uve  of  the  moft  pernicious  confcquences. 

A  lucrative  trade  had  long  been  carried  on  between 
our  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  the  Spanifh  main* 
In  order  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  this  trade,  which 
was  entirely  in  ravour  of  England,  and  which  Spain 
had  taken  every  method  to  obftruft,  the  inhabitants 
of  Jamaica  and  Barbadoes  had  often  run  the  greateft 
hazards ;  and  the  EngUfti  men  of  war  in  thofe  lati- 
tudes had  frequently  proteded  them  from  the 
Guarda  Coftas,  at  the  riik  of  a  national  quarrel.  But 
now  thcfe  men  of  war,  having  received  a  general 
order  to  prevent  fmuggl'mg  of  every  kind,  or  in  tlic 
niinifterial  phrafe,  to  "  crulh  the  monfter,"  made 
prize  even  of  the  Sf^nifh  veffels,  when  they  came 
within  ascertain  latitude,  with  their  gold,  friver, 
cochineal,  and  other  valuable  commodities,  which 
they  meant  to  exchange  for  Britiih  manufadures  ; 
and,  as  if  the  Guarda  Coftas  iiad  no  longer  been 
fufficient,  a  like  fcverity  was  ufed  towards  fuch 
Englifli  (hips  as  attempted  to  vifit  the  Spanilh  fcttle- 
ments.  The  diftrefs  occafioned  by  this  abfurd  re- 
gulation, fo  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  Britifli  policy, 
was  foon  felt  over  all  our  Weft  India  iflands.  A 
total  ftagnation  of  trade  was  the  confequence,  and 
gold  and  filver  entirely  diikppeared*. 

Nor  did  our  North  American  Colonies  feel  Icfe 
fevercly  the  eflcds  of  the  fame  regulation.  They 
had  early  carried  on  a  beneficial  trade  with  the 

French 

, 1^     ■  

*  The  precious  metals  have  e.cr  fince  been  fcarce  in  our 
Weft  India  iflands;  for  although  an  -id  was  pafled  in  1766, 
dcdaiin^  Jamaica  :i::d  Dominica  free  ports^  the  Spanilh  trade 
h^s  never  been  fully  recovered. , 
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French  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Thither  they  1764. 
conveyed  wood  for  building,  com,  catde,  and  pro-  v-<>r^ 
vifions  of  all  kinds  ;  and  brought  back,  in  return, 
indigo,  cotton,  fugar,  and  molafles.  Part  of  thefe  they 
.confumed  themfelves,  and  part  they  fent  to  the  mo- 
ther-country, in  exchange  for  her  various  manu£stc- 
tures  ;  and  though  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  fometimes  received  French  manuiadures  im- 
mediately for  their  produce,  the  trade  was  attended 
\(rith  fo  many  advantages  to  pur  Northern  colonies, 
efpecially  after  France  was  deprived  of  Canada,  that 
it  ought  never  to  have  been  bbftru&cd,  thqugh  it 
(hould  perhaps  have  been  put  under  certain  reftric- 
tions,as  contributing  in  too  greatadegree  to  theprof- 
perity  of  a  rival  power,  as  well  as  to  enhance  the 
necedaries  of  life  in  our  Weft  India  iflands,  beyond 
-vrhat  is  confiftent  with  the  general  intereft  of  the 
empire. 

Thefe  coniiderations  were  partly  overlooked  by  Amm- 
thc  Britiih  miniftry,  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  the  in-  <^"*  ^U 
habitants  of  North  America,  on  the  other.     The  lf\l^'^[ 
latter  would  admit  of  no   reftraint  upon  a  trade,  ftraint 
ivhtch  they  affirmed  not  only  eftential  to  the  clearing  on  their 
of  their  lands,  and  the  profperity  of  their  fiftiery,  trade 
but  alfo  to  enable  them  to  purchafe  the  manufadhires 
of    the  mother-country.     The   minifter,   like   all 
\irrongheaded  men,,  was  obftinate  in  his  purpofe :  in 
his  rage  to  augment  the  revenue  of  the  cuftoros,  he 
loft  fight  of  every  other  circumftance.     The  naval 
officers  employed  to  execute  the  orders  of  govern- 
ment, partly  from  ignorance,  partly  from  rapacity, 
were  guilty  of  many  afts  of  violence  and  injuftice. 
Oiir  North  American   colonies  were  neither  in  a 
difpofition  tamely  to  fuller  fuch  injuftice,  nor  in  a  fitu<» 
ation  that  made  fubmiiiion  ncceffary.     They  were 
undifputed  maftcrs  of  an  immenfe  continent,  with- 
out aiingle  enemy  to  moleft  them ;  their,  population 
was  great,  and  increafmg  with  amazing  rapidity  ; 
tbcy  v/ere  poffcfred  of  vail  internal  refources,  and 

needed 
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1764.  needed  only  perhaps  an  entire  freedom  of  trade  (b 
CoTN^  be  the  greatcft  pec^le  npon  eardi.  They  were 
ambittotis  of  poflefling  that  freedom^  and  had  al- 
ready ficxrmed  the  fcheme  of  their  enfranchifement. 
Their  condoft  waa  confiftent  with  their  temper  and 
condition :  they  immediately  came  to  a  reiblution  to 
import  no  mamtiadures  from  Great  Britain,  except 
■Ai€h  as  it'was  impoffiUe  for  them  to  do  vkhoat* 

K.ero1u-  This  refoUmon  has  been  repreiented,  by  certain 
tion  not  poUticians,  as  the  moft  moderate  that  could  have 
to  Import  \ycen  adopted  in  fuch  circumftancts :  and  lb  it  ap* 

ni^  .  P^^*  ^^  ^"^  ^*^^  *  ^^^  ^^  ^  mmc  clofc  (;xamina- 
tures,  '  ^^'^y  ^  ^^^  ^  ftmnd  to  involve  ahnoft  every  thing 
that  Ac  cofenies  have  fince  claimed  and  die  modier^ 
country  denkd.  If  they  did  not  import  their  manu- 
fa£lares  from  Great  Britain,  they  muft  either  them- 
felves  fabricate  them,  or  receive  them  fromfome  other 
European  power :  and  in  both  thefe  inflances,  as  we 
have  ahxady  fcen,  they  were  reftrained  by  ads  of  the 
Britxih  leg^ture,  whofe  validity  they  had  never 
called  in  queftkm ;  they  therefore  claimed  indepeiw 
dtncy.  Whether  the  minifter  perceived  this  or  not 
may  be  quefttoned ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  he  per- 
ceived the  inefficacy  of  his  commercial  regulations  to 
aniwer  the  purpoles  of  government.  He  did  noc> 
however,  abandon  his  mercantile  fyflem.  An  open 
trade  was  permitted  between  our  American  fe^e- 
ments^  and  diofe  of  odier  nations^  bu^ the  moft  tm«* 
portant  branches  of  it  were  baded  with  fuch  dutiea 
as  were  thougbt  eqtial  to  a  prohibition.  Hiofe  duties 
were  ordered  to  be  paid  into  the  Britifli  exchequer^ 
and  in  %ecie  too, '  at  the  fame  time  that  a  \Ali  was 
paSed  for  regulating  the  quanisty  of  paper-mone]f 
in  the  cojiondes* 

It  is  impoffible  to  ezprefs  the  dUbontent  whi^ 
thefe  two  ads  produced,  both  in  the  colonies  and 
the  Biother-catmtry.  The  miniftry  were  now,  k 
was  iaid,  proceeding  from  violent  ads  of  dcfpotiiiti^ 
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to  AoTcof  confirmed  tyranny  and  deliberate  op-  ^764. 
pre&on.  CSould  Acre  be  a  more  ijtrbitra^  or  ab-  \^^^'^, 
furd  ordinance,  than  to  require  the  Amertcans  tb 
pay  in  fpecie,  of  which  th<y  were  entirely  deftitute^ 
and  which  they  had  now  no  mcarts  leftof  acqtxffinj 
taxes  in  themfelves  too  grievous  to  be  borne  ?- 
Taki  was  it  urged,  ^t  too  great  a  quantity  of  cir- 
culating paper  has  ia  tendency  to  banifli  the  precious 
metals,  which  always  tii&ppear  where  they  are  not 
neceflary  ;  that  they  would  return  on  its  being  cir* 
cumfcribed,  and  that  fair  trade  and  ufcful  induftry, 
inftead  of  being  hyrt  by  ftich  a  regulation,  wotild 
be  promoted,  and  idle  fpecufetion  and  namatitic 
prcje^ts  only  difcouragcd ;  that  the  taxes  complain- 
ed of  were  no  greater  than  what  found  policy  re- 
quire^, in  order  to  give  a  preference  to  the  com- 
modilies  of  the  Engiifli  Weft  India  IfJands  above 
thofe  of  t)ther  nations ;  and  that  they  wouM  all  be 
returned,  together  with  an  additional  fum  in  fpecie, 
for  Ae  payment  of  the  fe-itiifc  tfoop^  in  America. 
Thcfe  troops  wcfe  a  liew  caufe  of  terror^  and 
the  conquefts  which  bad  uccafioned  theiv  eftablifh- 
ment,  were  execrated*  The  jealous  republicans  of 
New  England,  already  beheld  in  idea  their  own 
money  employed  to  pay  a  band  of  rapacious  mer- 
cenaries, hired  to  keep  them  in  flavifli  fubjeftioii  to 
the  mother-country.  They  were  filled  with  indig- 
nation at  the  thought ;  and  inftead  of  attending  to 
fevcrsd  afts  pafled  for  the  encouragement  of  their 
trade  *>  which  were  at  Icaft  a  balance  for  thofc  of 
a  contrary  tendency,  they  not  only  determined  to 
abide  foy  their  former  refolution  of  non-importation, 
but  to  encourage  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  all 

H  kbd 
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^  Namely,  **  a  Bill  for  granting  L*atc  for  a  limited  Time 
for  carryittg  Rite  frofm  "die  Provinces  of  South  Carolina  ani^ 
^         '   to  oiiicr  Part»x>f  America,  on  paying  Britifc  Duties; 


a  l^ili  far  granting  a  Boun^  djlon  the  Importation  of  Hemp 
and  Flax  from  her  Amcriean  Colonies  into  Great  Brium  $ 
and  a  BiB  for  eocouragiDg  the  WhaU-£{hery  iii  the  American 
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1764.   kinds  of  maniifaftures  within  themfelves,  Mdthout 


\^rrsj 


paying  any  regard  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain  in 
that  refpe^. 

To  this  fecond  refolution,  which  foon  became 
general,  the  colonics  were  partly  incited  by  a  vote 
of  the  Houfe  of,  Commonsy  paffed  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  a£t  impofmg  thofe  duties  which  gave  fo 
much  offence;  ^'  that^  towards  further  defraying 
the  necelTary  es:pences  of  prote&ing  the  colonies, 
it  may  be  proper  to  charge .  certain  ftamp-duties 
upon  them.'*  Nothing  could  be  more  imprudent 
than  this  vote ;  which  feetns  to  have  been  didated 
by  the  fame  timid  policy  that,  under  the  name  of 
lenity,  has  been  fo  difgraceful  to  the  arms,  and  pre- 
judicial  to  the  interefls  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  pre- 
fent  difpute  with  her  colonies.  It  was  meant  as  a 
prelude  to  the  famous  Stamp  Act,  and  was  car- 
ried with  little  or  no  oppoiition.  Had  the  a£t  itfelf 
been  propofod  at  the  fame  time,  it  would  have  pafled 
with  equal  eafe,  and  the  cppofition  in  the  colonies 
.  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  very  inconfw 
dcrable* 

Stamp         ^^^  ^^^^  meafure  was  poftponed  till  next  fefllon 
aa  pofl-   of  parliament,  in  orddt  that  the  colonies  might  have 
poncd,     time,  as  was  pretended,  *'  to  offer  a  compenfation 
that  the    f^,.  ^J^g  revenue  which  a  ftamp-duty  might  yield  ;" 
miehrof-  ^^^  ^^  miniller  aftually  fliewed  his  wiUingncfs, 
feracom-  whcn  the  colony  agents  waited  upon  him  to  offer 
pcnfation  their  thanks  for  this  mark  of  his  confideration, ''  to 
^y  ^'^y     receive  propofals  for  any  other  tax  that  might  be 
ether  tax.  equivalent  in  its  produce  to  the  one  under  contem- 
plation."   There    is  reafon   however  to  believe, 
that  the  true  purpofe  of  the  vote  was  to  gather  the 
fenfe  of  the  colonies  with  regard  to  aQ  internal  t^a- 
tion  ;  and  that  was  as  unfavourable  as  the  boldeft 
leader  of  fadion,  either  in  England  or  America, 
could  have  wifhed  it.    Had  the  parliament  iirtnly 
exerted  their  legiflative  authority  over  the  colonies, 

which 
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which  had  never  ferioufly  been?  called  in  queftion  1 764. 
fince  the  revolution,  by  giving  to  the  purpofed  bill  v-^^w^ 
at  once  the  &rce  bf  a  law,  the  colonifts  \i^ould  not 
have  felt  in  its  adual  operation  thofe  evils  fuggefted 
by  an  cnthufiaftic  fancy,  difcoloured  by  falfe  report ; 
nor  would  ambitious  men  have  had  leifure  to  pro- 
pagate, by  working  on  the  fears  and  the  difcontents 
of  the  people,  thofe  infectious  principles  of  natural 
liberty  and  original  equality,  fo  flattering  to  human 
nature,  but  inconfiftcnt  with  all  government,  and 
which  all  popular  leaders  have  thought  it  neceflfary 
to  cijiploy,  tUl  they  were  inveiled,  like  Wafhington, 
with  the  fupreme  command,  or  like  Cromwell, 
ibtind  themfelves  fufficiently  powerful  to  tell  their 
cqyals  they  were  flaves* 

In  confequence  of  this  procraflination,  and  thofe  Confe- 
licentious  principles  which  it  alloyed  to  fpring  up,  ^"«ncc  of 
the  cok>nift$  not  only  took  the  folemn  rcfolution,  |^^^"' 
afaready  mentioned,  to  manufadure  for  themfelves,  u^paft. 
without  deigning  to  take^any  notice  of  the  reftriftivQ 
laws  already  in  force,  but  fent  over  petitions  to  he 
preientcd  to  the  king,  lords  and  commons,  pofitive- 
ly,  and  diredly  calling  in  queilion  the  authority  and 
juriiiiiSion  01  the  Britiih  parliament  over.them* 
The  minority  in  both  Hou£bs  caught  the  language, 
which  was  re-echoed  by  their  adherents  without 
doors ;  and  when  the  bill  for  laying  a  ftampduty 
on  the  colonies  was  read,  a  warm  debate  enfued, 
in  which  not  only  the  expediency  of  that  or  any . 
other  internal  tax  was  called  in  queftion,.  but  alfo 
the  right  of  f  hd  Britifh  legiilature  to  tax  the  colonies    ' 
without  their  concurrence. 

• 

The  queftion  of  right  we  (hall  afterwards  have 
occafion  to  difcufs,  when  it  came  formally  before 
the  great  coimcil  of  the  nation,  and  the  propriety 
of  the  particular  tax  will  naturally  hM  under  our 
examination,  in  fpeaking  of  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp- 
act :  it  will  therefore  be  fufficicut  here  to  confider  u 

queftion 
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176-4.  qucftion  flitimatcly  conncfted  with  both,  the  ability 
WW  of  the  colonics  fa  bear  internal  taxes ;  from  which 
the  expediency  of  impofiBg  tiietn,  wiU  in  feme  mca- 
fure  appioan  The  comsMn  advanuges  which  evecy 
empire  deiriv(;s^  fk)w  th^  ppo^iBtes  fubjeQr  to  its  <io-. 
minion,  it  was  obierved  br  the  friends  of  admiati^ 
tration,  conftfts  in  the  military  force  which  they 
(amiih  for  its  defence,  and  in  the  rcfvcnue  diat  they 
yidd  for  the  (npp&n  df  its  civil  gavemmcni.  But 
tbcEngUfh  colbmcs  havie  nev^pr  yet  contributed  any 
thing  towards  the  defence  of  the  mothcr<ountry, 
or  towards  tki^  fuppopt  of  its^  civil  government :  oa 
the  contrary,  they  themfelves  have  been  hitherto 
defended  almeift  entirely  at  the-  expencc  o£  the  pa^ 
^  rent.ftate.  The  expence  of  theiip  own  civil  gavern* 
ment  has  always  been  very  moderate  * :  it  has  gene- 
'Kiliy  been  confined  to  whit  was  neccffaryfiMf  paying 
,  competent  laiaries  to  the  governor,  to  the  judges, 
and  to  fonte  od^er  officers  of  police,  and  foe  ma'm- 
taining  a  few  of  the  woft  ufcftil  public  works. 
Their  ecdefiiaftical  government  is  conduced  upon  a 
plan  equally  frugaf:  tithes  are  tmknown  among 
them;  and  their  dergy,  by^no  means  numerous, 
are  maintained  cither  oy  moderate  ftipendiJi  or  by 
the  voluntary-  condributions  of  the  jpeople.  The 
moft  important  pi^  ctf  d»  e3g)en€e  or  goyemwicnt, 
that  of  prote£Hon,  has  conAiantly  indeed  fiilcm  upon 
the  mother-countty :  and  if  (he  is  to  receive  no 
compenfation  for  paft  favours,  it  is  at  leal^  but  rca^ 
fonable<  that  the  cekMii^  fhodd  henceforth  raife 
fuch  a  proportion  of  revenue^  as  will-  fpr  the  future 

free 
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*  The  cxpcncc  of  the  civil  cftabKftinent  of  MuflkchufeU 
Bay,  bf^forc  ^hc  pommcuccmcijt  ofr  the  prcfent  di/iurbavces, 
vfed  to  be  but  about  erghteen  thoufand  pounds  a  year-;  tliat  of 
New^  Hampflitre  andl^ode  ifland,  three  thoufand  five  hundred 
^acb  ;  that  of  Cbnnc£Uc«t  four  thoufand ;.  that  of  Ntw  York 
and  Penfyivania,  four  t^o^fand  Bve  hundred  ea^h^^  that  of 
New  Jec{ey»  one  thou£u^d  two  hundred  ;  that  of  Virginia  994 
South  Carolina,  eight  thpufand  each  i — in  a  word,  all  the  dlf^ 
ft  rent  civil  eftablifliments  Ih  North  America,  -did  not  thca  tottcll 
QW:ecd  Xevquty  thoufand  pound  ftcrling  annually. 
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free  her  from  tids  haxdm }  efped^ly  m^  ihc  colo«-  t764. 
mils,  who  are  fubjed  neither  to  the  tythe  ridr  poor^l 
rate^  inu&  be  miimtely  more  able  to  bear  rerentte- 
taxes,  than  the  inhabitants  of  G^at  Britain,  m4h> 
groan  beneath  tbofe  two  grievous-  and  bppreffitne 
loads. 

It  iva^anfwered  by  the  gentlemen^  ia  oppdCtion^ 
Thaoij  boiiFever  appearances  might  be  in  their  fe* 
¥oar,  moft  o£  the  pro^v^iiKes  in  Nor^  America  were 
cxceffively  poor ;  that  they  were  upwards  of  four 
miilionfr  in  debt  to-  the  merchants  of  Great  Brttiin, 
who  being  creditors  to  fucb  an*  amount,  -tirereiA 
reality  the  proprietors  of  a*  great  part  of  what  the 
AmeiieaBs  fecmed  to  poflfefs  j  that  the  fuppreiRon: 
of  maaufa&ures  in  that  country,  antf  obliging  thcf 
coioi^b-  to-  take  every  fort  which-  Aey  ule  front 
Great  Britain,  comprifes  all  kinds  of  taxes  in  one, 
and  makes  them  in  reality  the  fupporters  of  a  great 
parTt  of  our  <public  burdens.  But  if  afboal  takes 
were  even  neceflfery,  there  was  no  pcrffibifity  of  pay-*' 
ingthem;  the  interior  commerce  of  the  colonies* 
being  entirely  carried  on  by  a  paper  ciwircncy,  and'^ 
the  gold  and  filver  which  occafionally  came  among 
them,  aUient  to  Great  Britain :  we  could  not  dnrw 
fTo»  them  what  they  had  not ;  we  had-  already  got 
all  their  fpecie :  they  had  neither  gold  nor  filvef 
left ;  and  without  gold  and  filver  tasx^st  could  not 
be  paid« 

The  fcaircity  of  gold  and  filver  ratmey  in  America, 
it  was,  or  might  have  been  vepHcd*,  is  not  the 
eficd  of  the  poverty  of  that  country,  or  of  the  ina- 
bility of' the  people  there  lb  pur  chafe  thofc  metals. 
In  a  country  where  the  wages  of  labour  are  confi-' 
dcrably  higher,  and-  the  price  of  provilions  much 

lower 
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^  The  author  has  not  confined  himfelf  merely  to  the  argn* 
menu  offered  in  cither  boufe  of  Parliament  :  he  has  alfo  in- 
doded  thof(fi  employed  by  the  bcH  political  writers  on  botl^ 
ikies,  as  well  as  fach  as^occured  to  irimfelf. 
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1 764.  lower  than  in  England,  the  greater  part  of  the  peo- 
ple muit  have  the  means  of  purchafmg  a  greater 
Spantity,  if  it  were  cither  ncceffary  or  conrenient 
or  them  fo  to  do :  the  fcarcity  of  thofc  metals  muft 
therefore  be  the  effedb  of  choice,  not  of  neceffity* 
It  is  convenient  for  the  Americans,  who  could  al« 
ways  employ  with  profit  in  the  improvement  of  their 
I^ds  a  greater  (lock  than  they  can. get,  to  fave  as 
much  as  pofEble  the  expence  of  fo  coiUy  an  in(lru<^ 
menf  of  commerce  as  gold  and  filver,  and  rather  to 
employ  that  part  of  their  furplus  produce  which 
would  be  requifite  for  purchafmg  thofe  metals,  in 
purchafmg  the  inftruments  of  trade,  the  naterials 
of  cloathing,  feveral  articles  of  houfhold  furniture, 
and  the  iron-work  necelTary  for  building,  and  for 
extending  their  fettlemcnts  and  plantations  ;  in  pur- 
chafing  not  dead  flock,  but  active  and  produdive 
ilock. 

As  it  fuits  the  conveniency  of  the  planters  to  fave 
the  expence  of  employing  gold  and  filver  money 
in  their  domeflic  tranfa£tion6,  it  alfo  fuits  the  con- 
venicncy  of  the  colony  governments  to  fupply  them 
with  their  papcr-moncy ;  a  medium  which,  though 
attended  with  fome  very  confiderable  difadvantages, 
enables  them  to  fave  that  pcpence.  The  redun« 
dancy  of  paper-money  has  a  farther  tendency  to 
banifli  the  precious  metals,  which  are  never  feen 
where  they  are  not  ncceflary  :  wherever  a  cheaper 
inflrument  of  commerce  can  be  foimd,  in  the  colo« 
nies,  they  difappear.  In  thofe  branches  of  bufi- 
nefs,  however,  which  cannot  be  tranfa^d  without 
gold  and  filver  money,  it  appears  that  the  Americans 
can  always  find  the  ncceffary  quantity ;  and  if  they 
frequently  do  not  find  it,  their  failure  is  generally 
the  effect,  not  of  tlicir  nccefljiry  poverty,  but  of. 
their  bold  and  proje&ing  fpirit,  of  their  unneocffary 
and  extravagant  paflion  for  enterprize.  It  is  not 
becaufc  they  are  poor,  that  their  payments  are 
flow,  irregular,  and  uncertain ;  but  becaufc  they 
are  too  eager  to  becomt  cxceflivtly  rich. 
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The  fame  reafonlng  is  equally  applicable  to  the  1 764. 
revenue  intended  to  be  raifed  in  America.  Though  v^v»J 
all  that  part  of  the  produce  of  the  colony  taxei, 
vhich  fliould  exceed  what  was  neceflitry  for  de- 
fraying the  expencc  of  their  oirn  civil  and  mili- 
tary eftablifliincnts,  were  to  be  remitted  to  Great 
firitaia  in  gold  and  fiWer,  the  colonies  have  fuffici- 
ent  means  to  purchafe  the  requifitc  quantity  of  thofe 
metals,  They  would  in  this  cafe  be  obliged,  in- 
deed, to  exchange  a  part  of^  their  furplus  produce, 
with  wUcb  they  now  purchafc^tdivc  and  produftive 
flock,  for  dead  flock.  In  tranfa£ling  their  domcitic 
bufinefs,  they  would  be  obliged  to  employ  a  coflly 
inftead  of  a  cheap  inflrument  of  commerce  ;  ana 
the  ezpence  of  purchafuig  this  coflly  inflrument 
might  damp  fomewhat  the  vivacity  and  ardour  of 
their  immoderate  fpirit  of-enterprize  of  the  improve- 
ment of  land.  It  might  not  however  be  neceflary, 
if  it  fiiould  be  found  utterly  inconvenient,  to  remit 
any  part  of  the  Amertcan  revenue  in  gold  and  fdvcr : 
it  might  be  remitted  in  bills  drawn  upon,  and  ac- 
cepted by  particular  merchants  or  companies  in 
Great  Britain,  to  whom  a  part  of  the  furplus.producc 
of  America  had  been  configned,  and  who  would 
pay  into  the  treafury  of  the  American  revenue  in 
money,  after  havmg  themfelves  received  the  value 
of  it  in  ^oods.  Thus  tlie-  whole  bufmefe  of  the  re- 
venue imght  be  tranladcd  without  exporting  a  Angle 
ounce  of  gold  or  fdver  from  America. 

Recommended  by  thefc,  or  'fimilar  re^onings,  Stamp 

the  bill  for  impoiing  a  (lamp  duty,  on  the  colonies,  aA  pa&ei 

and  btcnded  as  a  prelude  to  a  general  internal  tax- 

'  "i  both  houfes  of  parlia- 

trm,  received  the  royal 

i    meafure    no  fooner 

e  news  of  the  vote  of 

lative  to  its  propriety, 

alarm,  than  the  deepeft 

of  every  counjenance  J 

anj 
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1764.  and  that  mdbncholy  m^Sy  in  fome  places^  fublimed 
^^^'^^  into  fury.  This  was  particularly  the  cafe  at  Baftofi 
m  New  England)  weit:  unfortunately  the  difagree* 
able  tidings  fiiil  arrived*  The  exan^e  of  palFive- 
nc&,  or  even  moderation  in  one  province,  might 
have  had  iomc  efSed  to  induce  the  reft  to  fubmit ; 
but  ndtfaer  moderation  nor  fubmifiion  %N^rt  to  be 
expefted  from  t^d  wild  fanatics  of  Msd^hufets 
Bay.  Their  difTatisfadion  difcovered  itfelf  in  a  man- 
ser  emireiy  fuited  to  their  charader :  in  a  mixture 
of  affefted  forrow  and  infolent  contempt  of  fovereign 
authoritv*  Tlie  ftips  in  the  harbour  hung  out 
dicir  colours  hatf-maft  high,  in  token  of  the  deepeft 
mourning  f  the  beOs  rang  muffled  {  the  ad  itfelf 
was  printed^  with  a  death's  head  to  it,  in  the  plaoe 
where  it  is  ufiitl  to  fix  the  king's  arms,  and  cried 
puUidy  about  the  ftreets,  by  the  name  of  the 
**  Foixv  of  England,  and  the  kuin  of  America." 
£&ys  loon  £9}lowed,  notonlv  againft  the  expedien- 
cy; but  the  equity  of  the  tax,  m  leverai  news-papers, 
one  of  which  wore,  by  way  of  head*piece,  the  fol- 
lowin^r  fignificam  emblem,  truly  cxpreffive  of  the 
porpofe  of  the  leading  men  in  the  colonies ;  a  fnake 
cut  in  pieces,  with  the  initial  letters  of  the  names 
of  the  feverai  provinces,  from  New  England  to  South 
Carolina  incluiivcly,  affixed  to  each  piece,  and 
above  them  the  words  "  JOIN  or  DIE !"  • 

Stamp  Nor  was  the  d^atisfadion  of  the  colonies,  to  give 

aa  burnt  it  t\o  worfe  name,  confined  to  thefe  fymbolical  and 

IS^i^*^^'  and'fitctafy  infults  on  the  authority  of  the  mother- 

g^^       country.    The  Stamp- Ad,  printed  in  his  majcfty's 

contempt  name,  no  fooner  reached  America,  than  it  was  trea€- 

bythcco*  cd  by  the  populace  with  all  that  contempt  and  m* 

Ionics,      ^lignation,  which  could  be  expreffed  by  order  of  thfc 

civil  power  againft  a  fcandalous  tibel.    It  was  public?- 

ly  burnt  in  fevetal  places,  along  with  the  effigies  of 

<hofe  who  were  foppofed^to  have  had  any  handle 

.'^  promoting  it.    The  matters  of  thips  who  had  ftamps 

:,  onboard)  were  obliged,  in  order  to  fave  their  ve6els 

.from 
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from  fire,  and  theirperioDS  from  the  gibbet,  to  fur-  1764. 
render  their  execrated  cargoes  into  the  hands  of  the  ^^y^''^'*^ 
eDiaged  multitude,  to  be  treated  in  the  fame  igno- 
minious iQannt;r  with  the  a&  itfelf,  unlefa  fome  man 
of  war  happened  to  be  at  hand  to  protcft  them. 
Even  then  the  danger  was  not  over.  Uliofe  gentle- 
men who  went  from  England,  as  diilributors  of  the 
flamps,  fared  ftill  worfe.  Some  of  them  were  obli- 
ged, on  pain  of  death,  to  take  an  oath,  that  they 
wouldnever  more  be  concerned  in  fuch  employment  i 
others  fcr  obtlinatcly  perfifting,  as  it  vflis  termed,  to 
enllave  theculonies,  had  their  houfes  burnt  to  the 
ground,  and  their  moil  valuable  effects  plundered  or 
deAroyed.  Governors  and  chief  Juftices,  who  had 
been  named  for  this  purpofe,  without  their  own  feli- 
citation or  knowledge,  were  treated  in  the  fame 
manner :  nay,  ihip-maflers  bringing  flamped  mer- 
cantile or  cuitom-houfe  papers,  merely  in  their  own 
defence,  from  fuch  of  the  colonies  as  had  thought 
proper  to  fubmit  to  the  aS,  were  forced  to  refign 
them,  to  be  ftruck  up  in  derifron  in  taverns  and  cof« 
fec'boufes,  and  afterwards  publicly  cotnmjtted  to 
the  flamei. 

Many  of  the   better   fort  of  peo[Je  gradually 

in\ng\ed  with  the  populace,  in  thefe  tumults  ;   and 

one  of  them  was  not  afraid  to  fct  the  authority  of 

Great  Britain  c^wnly  at  defiance,  by  advertifmg  in 

the  public  papers,  that  the  pcrfons  whofe  bufmeis  it 

was  to  enforce   the  execution  of  the  Stamp  AQ, 

might  fave  themfelvcs  the  trouble  of  calling  upon 

le  was  detarmincd,  tp  pay 

re  levied  by  his  rcprd'en- 

^  aSemblies  not  only  de- 

s  any  advice  concerning 

Ltical  emergency,  but  re* 

ids  of  the  executive  power 

inuuotions ;  to  condemlk 

punilhment,  or  to  decree 

injured  parties.    Thefe 

affcm- 
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1764.  affemblies,  encouraged  by  affociations  of  the  free- 
^-'^^'^^  holders,  went  yet  farther :  inftead  of  barely  con- 
niving at  the  tumultuous  proceedings  of  the  people, 
in  aflferting  their  independency  by  afts  of  violence 
and  injuftice,  they  proceeded  to  avow  it  themfelves 
in  the  moll  exprefs  terms ;  and  confiderinj^  the 
great  diverlity  of  governments,  as  well  as  of  opi- 
nions both  civil  and  religious,  a  wonderful  har- 
mony appeared  in  the  fentiments  of  the  aflfemblies 
of  the  feveral  provmces. 

i 

Themcr-      jh^  merchants  of  thofe  colonies  that  ventured 
a?rec*not  ^P^^^X  *®  oppofe  the  Stamp  Aft,  alfo  entered  into 
to  import  ^"^^  ^^^  folcmn  engagements  with  each  other,  to 
any  goods  Order  no  more  goods  from  Great  Britain,  let  the  con- 
from        fequcnces  be  what  they  would,  nor  even  to  difpofe  of 
^?*'       any  Britifti  goods  fent  them  by  commiflion,  unlefs 
aftcr^thc    ^^PP^d  before  the  firft  of  January  1 766.     In  the 
1  ft  of  Jan.  meantime  they  imported  from  Ireland,  and  no  doubt 
1^766.       from  foreign  ftates,  fuch  goods  as  they  could  not 
do  without.     Nor  did  they  omit  any  means  to  free 
themfelves  even  from  this  dependence,    A  Society 
of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce,  on  the  plan 
of  the  London  fociety,  was  inftituted  at  New  York, 
and  markets  opened  for  the  fake  of  home-made 
goods.     By  thefe  it  foon  appeared,  that  the  manu- 
facturers whom  the  coloniils  had,  for  fome  time 
paft,  been  inviting  from  Eurppc,  .by  tempting  en- 
couragements, had  not  been  idle ;    and  that  the 
fcheme  of  independency*,  in  what  regards  internal 
induftry  was  ^r  advanced,  and  mult  foon  have 
ihewn  itfelf,  at  leaft  by  a  diminution  in  the  demand 
for  our'Ynanufa&ures,  though  no  internal  tax  had 
been  propofed,  and  by  a  contempt  of  our  reftraints 
-  on 

*  Though  the  author  of  this  work  has  no  doubt  of  the  au- 
thenticity ttf  MofUcaMs  Letters f  in  which  the  vicwt  of  the  co- 
loniftt  towanb  independent  ibvereignty  itfelf  are  fully  cfta- 
Ui^cdf  he  h^s  foanded  none  of  hia  reafonings  upon  them,  that 
he  may  not  be  faid  to  build  upon  a  fatfe,  or  even  on  a  £ufpi« 
*ciyj»  nuthority. 
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on  their  internal  commerce.  Linens,  woollens,  the  lyS^* 
coarfcr  but  mod  ufeful  kinds  of ^  iron-ware,  malt  v-^-x^ 
fpirits,  paper-hangings,  and  a  variety  of  other  arti- 
cles, were  produced  before  the  fociety  with  great 
approbation;  and  when  brought  to  market,  they 
were  bought  up  with  equal  greedinefs,  though  much 
inferior  to  thofe  of  the  mother-country.  A  rcfolu- 
tion  was  mt  the  fame  time  entered  into  by  the 
northern  colonies,  to  eat  no  lamb,  that  their  new 
woollen  manufafturcs  might  not  fall  Ihort  of  mate- 
rials, by  the  deftrudion  of  the  young  of  their 
flocks.  In  a  word,  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  fruga- 
lity univerfally  took  plaoe  of  that  of  idlenefs  and 
profufion.  Even  the  women,  whofe  weaknefs  was 
moA  to  be  feared,  were  forward  in  fetting  an  ex* 
ample  to  the  men,  by  renouncing  whatever  Britain 
had  formerly  furni(hed  them  with,  either  for  ele- 
gance or  conveniency. 

Such  was  the  oppofition  made  againft  the  Stamp 
A€k,  and  the  fteps  taken  in  confequence  of  it,  by 
the  eight  moil  ancient  Englilh  colonies  in  North 
America ;  namely.  New  England,  New  York,  New 
Jcrfey,  Philadelphia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the 
two  Carolinas.  The  other  colonies  quietly  fub- 
mitted  to  the  authority  of  the  Britiih  parliament, 
is  did  all  the  Weft  India  iflands,  except  thofe  of  St. 
Chriftophcr  and  Nevis,  where  a  riot  enfucd  on  tlje 
firft  arrival  of  the  ftamped  paper. 

While  thefe  tranfadions  were  going  forward  in  Change 
the  colcHiies,  a  change  had  been  mad^  in  the  Britiih  ^^}^}^ 
miniftry.     The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  placed  °^*"*^''^'* 
at  the  head  of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Grenville,  who  had  found  it  neceffary  to  refign ; 
and  the  Duke  of  Grafton  and  General  Conway  were 
appointed  fecrctarics  of  ftate.     The  miniller  was  an   *. 
advocate   for    the    Icgiflative    authority   of   Great 
Britain  over  her  colonies,  in  all  cafes  whatfocvcr, 
but  he  (difapproved  of  the  Stamp  A^  j  though  only 

pcrhap'? 
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1765.  perhaps  becaufe  it  was  thc.meafure  of  his  predecef- 
<^'^<"^  for,  and  becaufe  he  hoped  to  render  himfelf  popular 
by  getting  it  repealed.  It  mnft  be  owned,  however, 
that  he  aaed  with  no  lefs  prudence  than  moderation 
with  refpe£k  to  the  proceedings  in  America.  The 
firmnefs  as  well  as  temper,  which  appeared  in  his 
difpatches  to  the  different  governors,  do  him  ho- 
nbur ;  though  inclined  to  lenity,  and  even  averfe. 
from  the  mcafurc  which  had  made  rigour  neceffary, 
he  did  not  facrifice  the  dignity  of  the  nation  by  irre- 
folution  or  weaknefs.  In  confequcnce  of  this  mild 
conduft,  a  door  was  ftill  left  open  for  reconciliation, 
when  the  matter  fhould  (feme  finally  before  the  fu- 
prem^  legiflature  of  the  empire,  as  the  colonifts 
were  not  urged  to  commit  fuch  afts  as  could  not  be 
forgiven, 

January       That  important  crifis,  for  which  all  parties  were 
1766.    prepared,  at  length  arrived. 

Debates        Never  was  any  affair  debated  in  a  Britifli  parlia* 

on  the      ment,   in  which  the   nation    thought  itfclf  more 

^^^f  °^  deeply  intercfted,  or  on' which  all  Europe  hung  wMi 

^he  ftamp  j^^^^  impatient  anxiety,  than  the  right  of  taxing  the 

colonies,  and  the  meafures  neceflary  to  be  purfucd 

relative    to    their   late    proceedings.     Nuniberlefs 

pamphlets  were  written  on  both  fides  of  the  qucf- 

tton ;  and,  in  general,  both  parties  were  guilty  of 

the  fame  fault,  though  in  the  moft  oppofite  extremes. 

The  advocates  for  the  colonies,  as  on  everv  fucceed- 

ing  occafion,   carried   the  idea  of  liberty  to  the 

higheft  pitch  of  cnthufiafm*,  while  their  antagonifts 

leemed 

*  "  In  general,**  fays  Dr.  Price,  **  to  hzfrct  is  to  be  guided 
by  one's  own  will ;  and  to  be  guld'»*d  by  the  will  of  another  i.^ 
the  charadlcniftic  oifcrzituJe.  Plence  he  concludes,  ••  lhatV.-> 
cne  community  can  have  any  power  over  the  property  cr  /.t^ 
lathn  of  aftother  community,  which  is  not  incorporated  with  it 
by  a  jujl  and  adequate  reprifentatiofi  ;'*  becaufe  ••  a  country  that 
is  fubjcifl  to  the  kglflature  of  another  countr)',  in  \\htc4\  it  has  no 
voic:;,  aad  over  which  it  has  n'j  contr'j-.il,  canjsot  be  Liid  to  be^<- 


\'crnf,i 
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feemed  tothigk-tl^  aperfon  fwfcitcd  every  privi-  1766. 
lege  of  an  Englifliman  bygoing  to  live  in  America. 
They  both  proved  a  great  deal  ^00  miidi.  The 
former,  by  confidermg  thei<:olonic6  rathet^  as  inde- 
pendent^ flates,  m  a  iort  of  equal'  alliance  with  the 
mother-country,  than  as  province^  uider  her  domi- 
nion, orplantatxotis-  reared  by  hef  foftering  care, 
and  immediately  belonging  to '^her,  farniihed  the 
ttrongefl  reafons  why  they  fliould  be  made  more 
fenfible  of  their  dependence,  l3y:.u:tfmeiy  check 
being  given  to  that  daring  fpir it  of  licentioufnefs, 
which  had  infolently  fet  at  defiance  the  imperial 

i     .  autho- 

verned  hj  its  onvH  fSoiUy  and  th^eforc  i«  io  n  fiati  of  ftavery.^^ 

Such  19  tlie  Tubftance  of  Dr.  Price's  famous  <>P««fiRyj|Tioiis  o^ 

Civil  Liberty/*,  which  arc  deflruAivc  pf  all  tml  authorHy  \ 

of  all  fubordination  among  men  or  eflates.     Who  can  doubt 

that  every  ftervant  would  wirti  t<)  be  a  maftcr,  or  at  Icaft  to 

have  DO  cdntroul  Hip6n^  his  idiotts,  tt,Ct^t  tfa'attof  tlie  magif- 

trate,  (for  then  only  caf  he  be  faid  to-  be  .guifled  by  his  own 

wIlU  cvea  in  indifferent  jnatter^)  and  tha^t  every  ilate  would 

vriih  to  be  indepcudcni  and  fo^?ercig^  ?— But  men  are  bom 

with  fucb  unequal  powers  and  capacities,  that^  'even  in  a  flatc 

of  nature,   fome  very  early  acquire  an  afceiKicncy  over  others*; 

and  men  cf  inferior  abilities  very  readriy.  ddknowlcdge  the  au- 

tbonty,  amd  fubm^  -t-o-  the  pontrdul  of  tliofe  who  are  able  to 

yield  them  protedlion.  and  to  afford  theoiy  in  a  (late  of.  fub- 

c.iflionx  fiich  advantages  as  they  were  unable  to  have  procured 

for  themfelves,  in  a  ffateof  petfifft  freedom-     In  like  manner, 

certain  ilaCes,  ia  different 'ages  of  the  world,  'havt- volantarily 

pot  thcm&lves  under  the  government  of*  other  fUftes,  that  they 

might  enjoy  the  benefit  of  pro|edion,  and  other  advaatagf^ 

conncded  with  it ;  an  authority  over  many  has  been  acquirql 

Ly  cooqueil;    and  a'controul  over  fome  has  arlfen  from,  or 

been   created  by  colonization.     But  however  fuch  dominion 

may  have  been  obtained^  it  has  always  been  underflood,  that 

vfoen  aoy'one  ftate  hftd  fubmtttcd  to  the  authority  of  another, 

hy  pennittiog  the  .controul  of  its  laws,  and  more  efpecially, 

wheu  it  had  received  protedion  from  the  fovcreign  or  imperial 

•late,  that  it  had  no  nght  of  breaking  free  from  that  fove- 

rcf;^nty  or  empire.     Nor  has  a  ftate  in  fuch  a  condition  any 

I  ight  to  reprefcnli^ioni  eten  though  it  flionJd  obtain  in  the 

fovcfvigD  or  piarent^itate :  it  is  bound  to  fubmit  itfelf  to  th^ 

tvUUom  and  equity  of  the  ftate  whofe  laws  it  lias  acknowledged, 

.  :   boldly  io  rebel  agaiiift-  fuoh  Ihte,  and  claim  n<!tural  iiid('» 

.  -adercv  bv  the  fword. 
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1766.  authority  of  Great  Britain.  On  tht  other  hand, 
the  advocates  for  the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflature, 
by*  exaggerating  the  power,  opulence,  and  popula- 
tion of  the  colonies,  fufficiently  proved  the  neceffity 
of  treating  them  with  tendernefs;  for  iffuch  calU 
culations  were  allowed -to  be  well  founded,  it  muit  - 
be  impoifible  to  ret^n  the  colonies  long  in  fub*> 
jedion  by  any  other  means. 

The  reafonings  within  doors  were  nearly  of  the 
fame  complexion  as  thofe  without.  The  fpeech 
firom  the  throne  pointed  out  the  American  affairs  to 
parliament,  as  t|ie  principal  objed  of  its  deliberation: 
the  addrefles  of  both  houfes  flicwed  that  they  con- 
fidered  them  in  the  fame  important  light ;  and  the 
petitions  received  from  the  principal  trading  and 
manufafturing  towns  in  the  kingdom,  complaining 
of  the  great  decay  of  commerce,  contributed  iliu 
farther  to  roufe  the  attention,  and  call  forth  the  £s(- 
culties  of  the  members,  on  this  grand  ^ccaiion. 
They  confided  of  three  parties  :  thofe  who  were  rc- 
folved  to  fupport  the  Stamp  ASt  at  all  events,  as  a 
regular  and  neceflary  exertion  of  authority ;  thcrfc 
who  contended  for  its^  repeal,  as  inexpedient,  among 
\yhom  were  the  miniftry,  but  who  infifted  that  the 
Icgiflature  of  Great  Britain  has  an  undoubted  right 
to  tax  her  colonies ;  and  thofe,  among  whom  were 
lord  Camden  and  Mr.  Pitt,  who  abfolutdy  denied 
the  right  of  taxation,  and  who,  though  a  fmaller 
body,  ftood  high  in  the  cfteem  of  the  public.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  debates,  which  were  long  and  warm 
beyond  example,  the  fubjefl:  naturally  diinded  itfelf 
into  two  qoeftions,  or  objcds  of  inquiry,  on  the  re- 
fult  of  which  the  whole  depended  j  namehr,  **  the 
right  pf  taxation,  and  the  expediency  of  the  late 
tax.*'  . 

The  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  who  oppofcd  the 
right  of  taxation,  produced  many  learned  arguments 
tQ  prove,  that  taxation  and  rcprcfcntation  are  infcpa- 
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rablc,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  con-  1  y66. 
fiitution,  the  fundamental  Qiaxim  of  which  is,  tl^at  ^^^^^^^^ 
*^  no  man  fhall  be  taxed  but  by  himfelf  or  his  repre- 
fentative ;"  that  the  charters  or  the  colonies,  (which 
are  derived  from  prerogative,  and  are  in  fad  only  fo 
many  grants  from  the  crown)  are  not  the  only 
rights  the  colonifts  have  to  be  reprefented  before 
they  are  taxed ;  that  as  Britifli  fubjeds,  they  take  up 
their  rights .  and  liberties  from  an  higher  origin, 
from  Magna  Charta,  the  fame  origin  whence  they 
flow  to  all  Engliihmen ;  that  the  charters  of  the 
colonies,  like  afi  other  crown  grants,  are  to  be  in- 
terpreted for  the  benefit,  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
fubjed;  that  had  the  firft  colonifts  renounced  all 
connedion  with  the  parent  ftate,  they  might  have 
renounced  their  original  right,  but  as  they  migrated 
under  the  authority  of  the  crown,^  and  with  the  na- 
tional, landion  they  confequently  carried  along  with 
them  all  the  privileges  of  Englifimxen : ,  that  they 
were  not>  however,,  bound  by  the  .penal  laws  of  this 
country,  from  the  feverity  of  which,  they  had  fled,  to 
climates  more  remote  from  the  heavy  hands  of  power } 
and  that  being  once  removed  from  tlje  domeftic  legj- 
flation  of  the  mother.country,they  are  no  more  depen- 
dent upon  it  in  the  general  fyitem,than  the  inhabitants 
of  many  feparate  principalities  in  Europe,  during 
the  feudal  policy,  were  on  the  jurifdidion  of  their 
fuperior,  or  lord  paramount.  But  thefe  arguments, 
it  was  obferved  at  the  iame  tin\e,  were  not  meant  to 
afied  any  exteriud  duties  laid  upon  the  ports  of  the 
colonies,  or  any  rcftridions  which,  by  the  Ad  of 
Navigation,  or  other  ads,  are  laid  upon  their  trade ; 
thofe  it  was  allowed,  the  mother-country,  accord- 
ing to  the  pradice  of  all  European  nations,  had  a 
right  to  impofe,  but  not  internal  taxes,  to  be  levied 
on  the  body  of  the  people,  before  the  people  were 
rcprefented. 

Arguments  of'  no  lefs  weight  were  employed  by    . 
the  advocates  for  the  fuprcmacy  of  the  legiflature. 

It 
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1 766.  It  was  neccffary,  -  they  obferved,  to  clear  away  from 
^'^VN-/>'  a  queftion  of-tciitftitufio»al  law,  fuch  as  theprefent, 
all  fbat  mafe  of  Sdi(&rtation  and  learning  difplayed' 
by  fp€(2ulativc'  men  on-  the  fubjeft  of  government ; 
that  no  GOitdufioH -relative  to  tlie  jcolonids -of. Great 
Britain,  could  be  drawn  from  rfeafonings  cpncern'^ 
ing  thofo  of  anttC|ii)ty  ♦,  cixcept  what  were  in  favour 
of  the  right  of  taxation  ;  that  thd  colonies  of  tho 
Greeks  and.  Tytiane  -  were  mere  emigrations,  in  or- 
der to  difburdea  the  parent  (late  of  its  fuperfluou^ 
fubjedsj  and  Who>  were  allowed  to  perifli,  or  ftfug- 

gle  into  exiftoiicej  as  they  were  able,  being  nndcr- 
ood  to-  havip  rtb  political  Connexion  with  her ;  that 
the  colonies,  or  plantations  of  the  Romans,  efta* 
bliflied  \Xi  the  conquered  provinces,  though  partly 
of  a  mililary  natHre,  had  more  refemblancc  to  oursf  ; 
but,  like  ours,  though  they  had  the  power  of  enaft- 
ing  laws  for  their  own  government,  were  at  all  times 
fubjeftto  the  correftion,  jurifdiftion,  and  Icgiflative 
authority  of  the  mother  country ;  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  nothing  could  be  more  unlike  our  .colonies, 
than  principahties  in  a  feudal  dependency,  or  thofe 
myriads  that  poured  from  the  northern  hive  over 
the  reft  of  Europe,  The  firft  were  not  colonies, 
therefore  no  arguments  could  be  deduced  from  them 
relative  to  the  prefent  queftion  ;  the  latter,  a  fet  of 
plunderers^  renounced  all  laws,  all  connexion  witli 
or  protedion  from  their  refpefti ve  mother-countries  , 
they  chofe  leaders,  and  marched  out  under  their 
command,  to  ravage  the  Roman  empire,  and'  efta«> 
blifh  new  kingdoms  on  its  ruins  ;  whereas  our  co- 
lonifts,  aduated  by  very  diflFerent  motives,  emigrated 
under  the  lan&ion  of  the  crown  and  parliament. 

The 

*  Thcfe  reafoningSr  on  tbc  other  fide,  were  omitted  to  avoid 
the  languor  of  repetition. 

\  The  Greek  word  atoikia  fignifies  a  fcparation  of  dwel- 
ling a  departure  from  home,  a  going  out  of  the  houfe ;  whcrea«J 
^  the  Latin  word  Cohnia^  imports  fimply  a  plant ailofiy  the  on- 
gtodl  name  given  to  our  colonies. 
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Here   they  met  their  antagonifts  on  their  owti    1766* 
ground,  and  proceeded  to  obft  rve,  that  the  Britifh 
colonies  were  gradually  mo  del  led  into  their  prefent 
forms    of   government,   relpcclivcly  by  charter^j 
grants,  and  ftatutes,  but  were  never  feparated  from 
the  mother*countfy,  or  fo  far  emancipated  as  to  be- 
come their  own  legiflators  ;  that  they  were  originally 
(as  wc  have  had  frequent  occafion  to  notice)  under 
the  authority  of  the  privy-council,  and  had  agents 
refiding  here  refponfible  for  their  proceedings ;  and 
that  the  commonwealth  parliament,  as  foon  as  it 
was  fetdcd,  pafied  a  refolution  or  a£t,  in  order  to 
declare  and  cftablilh  the  legiflative  authority  of  Eng^ 
land  over  her  colonies.     But  though  there  were 
no  exprds  law,  or  reafon  founded  on  any  necelTary 
inference   from  fuch    law,    yet  the   ufage  alone 
weuld  be  fufficient  to  fupport  that  authority.     Have 
not  the  colonies,  ever  fmce  their  firft  eftabliihment^ 
fubmitted  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the  mother-country  i 
— ^In  all  queiUons  of  property,  the  colonies  have 
appealed  to  the  privy-council ;  and  fuch  caufes'  have 
been  determined,  not  by  the  laW  of  the  colonies^ 
but  by  the  law  of  England.    The  ^colonics  have 
alio  been  frequently  obliged  to  recur  to  the  juri& 
diSion  here,  to  fettle  the  difputes  between  their  own 
governments.    Conne&icut  and  New  Hampfhire 
have  been  in  blood  about  their  diiFerences,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  in  arms  againft . 
each  other :  hence  is  evident  the  neceffity  of  one 
iuperior  and  abfolute  jurifdi£tion,  to  which  all  in* 
ferior  jurifdiftions  may  have  recourfe.     Nothing 
could  be  more  fatal  to  the  peace  of  the  colonies^ 
than  for  the  parliament  to  relinquifh  its  jurifdidion 
over  them,  and  to  leave  them  entirely  to  their  own 
will :  for  in  fuch  cafe^  there  would  be  an  entire  dif- 
fioltttion  of  all  government.     Confidering  bow  the 
colonies  are  compofed^it  is  eafy  to  forefee,  that  there 
would  be  no  end  of  their  feuds  and  fatdtonV,  wben^ 
once  there  ihould  be  no  controul  over  them,  nor 
any  fupcrior  tribunal  to  decide  their  mutual  differ •> 

£  enoes  i 
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1766.  dices;  wd  govfiP  'se 't  beiiig  difTohred^  notihing 
remains  but  that  th.  fcvcral  colonies  muft  cither 
change  their  conft H  n  •  i  on  s^  and  take  fomc  new  form, 
or  fall  under  fomc  foreign  power. 

It  was  further  ob&rved,  tibat  the  ccmftitutions  of 
the  colonies  arc  various,  having  been  produced,  as 
^1  governments  were  originaUy,  by  accident  and 
circumftances  ;  that  the  forms  of  governmeht  were 
adapted  to  the  fizc  of  the  feveral  colonies,  and 
have  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  as  the  num- 
ber of  their  inhabitants  and  their  commercial  con- 
nexions outgrew  the  firft  model ;  that,  in  fome 
colonies  there  waft  only  at  firft  a  governor  ailifted 
by  a  council .  of  five  or  fix  members  }  then  more 
were  added  ;  next  courts  of  juftice  were  ereded ; 
and  afterwards,  afiembUes  were  eftablifhed*  Some 
things  were  done  by  inftru&ioDs  from  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate  ;  others  by  the  order  of  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, and  not  a  few  by  commtffion  under  the  great  feal. 
In  confcquence  of  thefe  fucceffive  eftabliihments, 
and  the  dependence  of  the  colony  governments  on 
the  fupreme  legiflature  at  home,  the  lenity  of  each 
government  in  America  has  been  very  great  to- 
wards the  fubjed ;  but  if  all  thefe  governments, 
which  are  now  independent  of  each  other,  fliould 
alfo  become  independent  of  the  mother*country, 
the  inhabitants  would  foon  find,  to  their  fad  experi- 
ence, how  little  they  were  aware  of  the  confe- 
quences  :  they  would,  in  that  event,  feel  the  hand 
of  power  much  heavier  upon  them  in  their  own 
governments,  than  they  had  yet  felt,  or  even  feared 
from  the  parent«ftate. 

As  the  conftitutions  of  the  feveral  colonies  are 
fo  varioufly  conftruded  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of 
their  ever  being  moulded  into  one  uniform  govern- 
ment, fo  every  thing  proclaims  the  neceffity  of  their 
lubniitting  vtrithout  referve  to  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
mother^^country,  or  of  being  totally  difmembered 

from 
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from  her.    The  provincial  aiTemblies  cannot  be  ftip-    rf66* 

pofcd  to  be  proper  judges  of  what  is  neceflkry  for    VsO<"V 

the  defence  and  fupport  (^  tiie  whole  empire.    The 

care  of  that  defence  and  fupport  is  not  ilntrufled  to 

them :  it  is  not  their  bufinefs^  and  they  have  no  re* 

guiar  means  of  information  concerning  it.    The 

aiTembty  of  a  province,  like  the  veftry  of  a  parifli, 

may  jndge  very  properly  concerning  the  aiiairs  of 

tt$  own  particular  diflrift,  but  can  have  no  proper     * 

means  of  judging  concerning  thofe  of  the  whole 

political  body ;  it  cannot  evei^  judge  properly  con- 

ccrtiing  the  proportion  which  its  own  province  bears 

to  the  whcJe  empire,  or  concerning  the  relative  de- 

ee  of  its  wealth  and  importance,  compared  with 

e  other  provinces  ;  becaufe  thofe  other  provinces 

are  not  under  the  infpeSion  and  fuperintendency  of 

the  afiembly  of  a  particular  province.     What  is 

ncceflkry  for  the  defence  and  fupport  of  the  whole 

empire,  and  in  what  prop>ortion  each  part  ought  to 

contribute,  it  was  therefore  af&rmed,  can  be  judged 

of  only  by  that  affembly  which  infpefts  and  fuper- 

mtends  the  affairs  of  the  whole  empire ;  that  no  one 

ever  thought  to  the  contrary,  till-  the  trumpet  of 

&dition  was  lately  blown  ;  that  ads. of  parliament 

have  been  made,  not  only  without  doubt  of  a.  lega- 

IHv,  but  with  univerfal  applaufe,  the  great  objed  of 

which  has  been  ultimately  to  (Confine  the  trade  of 

the  colonies,  fo  as  to  mak£  it  centre  in  the  bofom  of 

that  country  whence  they  derive  their  origin ;  that 

the  Navigation  A&s  ihut  up  their  commerce  with 

foreign  countries ;  that  their  ports  have  been  made 

fiibjeS  to  cuftoms  and  regulations,  which .  circum^ 

fcribed  their  commerce,  and  that  reftridtions  have 

been  put,  and  duties  impofed  affecting  the  inmoft 

parts  ^  their  trade  and  induilry ;  yet  all  thefe  have 

been  fubmittcd  to  peaceably,  nor  did  any  one  ever 

objed  till  now,  or  even  infmuate^  that  ouc  colonies 

ve  not  to  be  taxed,  regulated,  and  bound  by  the. 

icfolutions  of  the  Britifh  parliament. 

Epr- 
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1766.  Formerly  indeed^  as  at  prcfent,  a  few  individual 
'  ""^  '  merchants  were  difpleafed  at  reftriaions  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  make  the  greatcft  advantage  pofc 
fible  of  their  commerce,  in  their  own  private  an<l 
jpeculiar  branches.  But  though  thefe  merchants 
might  think  themfclves  injured,  in  having  their  pro- 
fits on  cert^n  article^  circumfcribed,  as  being  con* 
trary  to  die  general  national  fyftem,  as  prejudicial 
to  the  interefl  of  the  whole  empire,  yet  in  the  ifluc 
the  colonies  were  benefited  by  fuch  laws ;  becaufc 
thefe  reftriftive  laws,  founded  on  the  general  policy 
pot  only  of  Britain  but  of  Europe,  with  rcfpcft  to  . 
trade  and  plantations,  flung  a  great  weight  of  naval 
force  into  the  hands  of  the  parent  (late,  which  was 
to  protect  the  colonies,  in  themfelves  unequal  to  their 
own  defence,  and  enabled  her  to  perform  the  office 
of  a  guardian  with  honour  and  dignity,  with  equal 
advantage  to  herfelf  and  to  them.  In  proportion 
^s  the  mother-country  advanced  in  fuperiority  over 
the  reft  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe,  the  co- 
lonies, who  had  contributed  to  it,  became  relati^^ely 
and  fubordinately  great,  according  to  the  natural 
^d  juft  relation  in  which  they  recipro'cally  ftand, 
that  of  dependence  on  one  fide  and  protedion  on 
the  other. 

The  diftin£lion  between  internal  and  external 
taxes,  it  was  urged,  is  alike  falfe  and  frivolous.  It 
is  granted,  that  reftri£dons  upon  trade,  and  duties 
upon  the  ports  are  legal,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
right  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  lay  inter- 
.nai  taxes  v^n  the  colonies  is  denied.  What  real 
difference  can  there  be  in  this  diftindibn  i — ^A  tax 
laid  on  the  commodity  of  a  country  in  any  place^  is 
like  a  pebble  falling  into  and  making  a  circle  in~  a 
Is^e,  till  one  circle  produces  and  gives  motion  to 
pnother,  and  the  whole  circumference  is  agitated 
from  the  centre ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  clear, 
than  that  a  tax  of  ten  or  twenty  per  cent,  laid  upon* 
tobacco  in  the  ports  of  Virginia,  or  even  in  thofe  of 

Britain^ 
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Britain,  as  long  as  it  is,  cbnfined  to  the  market  of    ty66. 
the  mother-conntry,  is  a  duty  .laid  :vpon  the  inland 
plantations  of  Virginia,  an  hundred  diiles  irom  the 
tesiy  or  wherever  me  tobacco  grows. 

As  ta  the  argument  of  reprefentation^  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  the  inhabitants  of  die  colonies  are 
as  much  reprefented  in  parliament,  as  the  greateft 
part  of  the  people^of  this  ifland,  amdngfeven  mil- 
lions of  whom  fix  have  no  votes  in  eleaing  mem- 
bers of  parliaments  every  objeftfon-  therefore,  on 
the  part  of  the  colonies;  againil  the  right  :of  taxa- 
tion, that  may  be  fuppo&d  to  arife  on  the  ground  of 
non  rcprefentation,  is  equally  appUcable  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  mother-country.  A  member  of 
parliament  chofen  for  any  particular-  borough,  re- 
prcfents  not  only  the  ccmilituents  and  inhabitants 
of  that  particular  place ;  he  repreients  the  inhabi- 
tants of  every  borough  in  Great  Britain  :  he  repre- 
fents  all  the  commons  in  the  Britiflr  empire,  the  in- 
habitants of  all  its  colonies  and  acqutfHions,  and  is  in 
duty  and  confcience  bound  to  take  care  of  their 
iatercfts.  A  more  equitable  reprefentation  how- 
ever, (in  which  the  colonies  ought  to  be  immediate- 
ly included)  it  is  allowed  both  might  and  m;4y  take 
place ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  the  obligation  between 
die  ci^nies  and  the  mother-country  is  neural  and 
reciprocal,  confiding  of  defence  on  the  one  fide,  and 
obedience  on  the  other.  Common  fenfe  indicates, 
that  they  muft  be  .entirely  under  theautbority  of  the 
patent-ftate,  otherwife  not  belong  to  it  at  all:  for  if 
any  of  the  countries  of  an  empire,,  neither  acknow-* 
ledge  the  fupremacy  of  the  legiflature,  nor  contrii 
butt  towards  the  fupport  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
cannot  be  confidered  as  provinces^  and  therefore 
eught  to  be  thrown  afide  as  incumbrances,  when- 
ever the  empire  can  no  longer  fupport  the  expence 
of  fuch  ijplendid  trappings. 

Tbat^jpfxtci the  queftion  relative  to  the  conilitu« 

tign. 
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1766^  tion  is  no.  lefs  fimple  and  felf-evident.  If  a  mattci 
^^^"^"^  €d  right  has  been  generally  ocerdSBd,  and  as^  gene*' 
rally  neld  to  be  law,  as  in  the  prcfent  inftance,  if 
becomes  the  conftitutbn.  The  right  of  England  to 
tax  her  colonies  has  not  been  q^eftioned  at  leafl 
fince  the  Revolution  y  an  event  to  which  fevend  of 
diofe  colonies  owe  their  prefent  charters,,  and  conica 
quently.  their  prefent  conftitutiom,  and  to  which  aU 
our  American  cdonies  owe  the  liberty^  fecurity^' 
and  property,  which  thev  have  ever  fince  enjoyed* 
But  not  £iti^d  with  thele  blef&ngs^  under  the  equs^ 
tal^  controul  of  the  parent-flale,  they  have  dared 
to  fpurn  her  audiority ;  and  by  their  kite  audacioua 
ffoceedings,.  particolatly  in  appointing  deputies 
from  their  fofveral  aflembhes  to  confer  together, 
have  abfcdutdy  forfititcd  their  charters,  unkfs  Great 
Britain  ihall  bchdd  their  ofieKcs  wkh  the  indul-^ 
gent  eye  of  a  mother. 

A  bill  Such  were  the  principal  arguments  made  ufe  of 

paflcd  for  *,||^  ^^  celebrated  debates  relative  to  die  Ij^giilative 

thc"dc-*   ^^^^^^^y  ^f  Great  Britain  over  her  colcmir's ;  which, 

pendency  ^^  ^^  qOeftioa  facing  put,  was  confinnea  and  afber-^ 

of  the  CO-  tained  withouit  a  diviAon*    la  confequence  of  this 

Ionics       refolution,  a  btU  was  brought  in  ana  pafled,  ^<  for 

wp^  the  the  better  fecuring  the  dependence  of  his  Majefty's 

^^nt!^    dominions  in  Americk  on  the  crown  of  Great  Bri« 

^'   tain/'    The  bin  itfetf  declares,  *^  That  the  colonics 

have  been)  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be  fubordi- 

nateunto,  and  dependent  upon  aie  imperial  ccowa 

and  parliament  of  Great  BritamiV^  and  that  t&e  king 

and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had,  hatl;i,  and  m 

right  ought  to  have,  full  power  and  authority  to 

make  laws  and  flatutes  of  &£cient  force  to  biad 

the  colonies  and  his  Majefty'a  fiibjefts  in  them, 

IN  ALL  CABBi  WHAtsosvBn/'    It  adfo  fiirtfacr  fpe* 

eifies,  ^^  That  whereas  feveral  of  the  houfea  of  re* 

prefentatives  in  his  Majefty^s  cohmies  in  America 

have  of  late,  againft  the  law,  claimed  to  themfelves, 

or  to  the  genersd  aflmbUcs  of  ^  futte,  tbe  iple 

aa4 
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and  ezdufive  right  of  impofm^  duties  tuid  taxes  on  1 766, 
his  Majcfty's  fubje^  m  the  faul  colonies,  and  have  v^^'^Vi^ 
pa&d  certain  votes>  refolutions,  and  orders,  dero^ 
gatory  to  the  authorkj  of  parliameoy^,  and  incon- 
bfteot  with  the  depeiuVuicy  of  the  faid  colonics 
upon  the  crown  of  Gr^at  Britain^  all  {uch  rcibli^ 
tions,  votes,  orders,  and  proceedings  are  declared 
to  be  utterly  null  wad  void  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
pofes." 

*  r 

At  the  fame  time  with  this  bill,  furprlfmg  as  fuch  Repeal  of 
a  meafure  may  appear,  wzs  brought  in  another  for  ^^^  **"*P 
the  total  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft,..  The  miniftry  *^; 
fatisfied  with  having  ascertained  aiul  fecured,  upon 

gaper,  the  Jegiilative  authority  of  Gftott  (B^tain  over 
er  cdonies,  feei^ed  reiblved  to .  reiimgikiih  it  in 
reality  ;  or  at  leail  they  were  determinedv  Id  render 
tbemfelves  popular,  by  anhul^ng  ;t^jit  obnoxio\is 
fiatutc.  In  this  reiblution  they  were  encouraged, 
and  fupported  by  the  popular  party  aindng  the  mi- 
nority ;  who,  as  appeared  in  the  ittvi^,^wa5t^  QHly 
to  betray  tiiem,  by  leading  them  into  fuch  a  .ineafure 
as  would  deprive  them  of  the  con^d^tK^e  of  ,the 
court.  In  vain  was  it  urged  by  the  true  friends  of 
the  king  and  conftitution,  that  a  conqeffion  of  this 
nature,  on  the  part  of  the  fupreme  legiQatii^re,  while 
fuch  an  outrageous  refiftance  continued  in  the  colo- 
nies, carried  with  it  fo  palpable  zsx  appeataifce  of 
weaknefs  and  timidity  of  government,  as  muft  for 
the  foture  lefien  jthe  authority  of  Gre^  Britain,  ^d 
make  it  appear  even  contemptible.  Tjl^  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  nation  was  thought  fufEciently  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill  declaring  the  dependency  of 
the  colonies.  General  reafonings  were  no  more 
fuccefsful.  In  vain  was  it  advanced,  dmt.  the  power 
of  taxation  is  one  of  the  moft  efientiai  branches  of 
all  authority  ;  that  it  cannot  be  equitablv  or  impar- 
tially cxcrcifed,  if  it  is  not  extended  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  ft  ate,  in  proportion  to  their  refpeftive 
"  abilities ;  but  }i  a  part  is  fufibred  to  be  exempt  from 

a  due 
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1 766.  a  due  ftarc  in  thofc  burdens,  whieh  the  public  exi- 
^gcncics  require  to  be  impofed  upon  the  whole,  a  par*- 
tiality  fp  direSly  repugnant  to  the  truft  rcpofed  by 
the  people  in  every  l^iflature,  muft  be  abfolutely 
deftrudiye  of  that  confidaiice  on  which  all  govern* 
ment  ought  to  be  founded. 

The  great  diflancc  of*  our  colonies,:  it-wa»  ail- 
fw.ered,  and  the  difficulty  of  making  ourfelves  thoi- 
roughly  acquainted  with  the  minute  circumftances 
of  every  colony,  render  us  liable  to  great  miftakes, 
and  confequently  to  the  hazard  of  great  opprcffioir, 
whenever  we  attempt  to  levy  internal  taxes  in  Ame* 
rica ;  that  our  true  policy  is  to  acquiefce  in  the  great 
commercial  advantages  we  derive  from  our  colonics, 
rather  thSfl  to  attempt  to  raife  a  revenue  in  them ; 
which  by  difabling  the  people  to  make  returns  to  our 
merchants,  will  put  them  under  the  neceffity  of 
fetting  up  muilufafturc^  of-'th^iv  own.  That,  it 
-was  replied,  they  had  already  done:  therefore,  un- 
lefi  we  eould  engage  them  to  (hare  with  us  in  th« 
common  burdens  of  the  eai|Jire,  We  would  foort  find, 
to  our  melancholy  experience,  that  we  had  entailed 
upon  ourfelves  the  wafteful  expence  of  protefting 
them,  without  any  adequate  advantage ;  as  our  ex- 
clufive  trade  muft  daily  decreafe,  in  confequenc^ 
of  the  new  order  of  things  that  had  taken  place  in 
North  America. 

Thcfc  arguments  had  no  weight  with  the  miniftry. 
Tlie  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  Stamp  Ad  *,  it  was 

faid^ 

*  The  obje^ioos  againft  the  ad  itfelf  were  few  and  incon- 
fiderable,  confifting  chiefly  in  the  obftrnAion  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  produce  in  bufineft,  and  the  pccafiont  it  would  affbid 
of  oppreffion,  'through  the  ignorance  of  the  Amencans  of  the 
numerous  cafes  in  wfuch  they  were  liable  to  penalties.  The 
firft  of  thefe  objefUons  is  of  feme  force,  but  is  equally  (Irong 
againft  a  ftamp  duty  every  where,  and  the  obftruAion  it  pleads 
is  amply  compeafated  by  that  Qrd«r  which  it  introduces  into 

tbe 
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faid,  would  rcftore  every  thing  to  its  former  foot-  1766. 
ing.  The  Stamp  A£k  was  accordingly  repealed,  to 
the  great  joy  of  the  mercantile  and  manufadurin^ 
part  of  the  kingdom ;  and  a  bill  of  indemnity  was 
paiied,  in  favour  of  thofe  who  had  oppofed  its 
operation* 

'    '  '  ■    ^   ■       *     ■     i^^— M    I  mm 

the  ttanfa6Uons  of  men  : — and  this  furnifhes  an  anfwer  to  the 
fecond  objc^ion  ;  for  if  the  ignorance  0/  the  Americatii  of  the 
various  cafes  in  which  they  were  liable  to  the  penalties  denoun** 
ced  in  the  Staunp  AA  had  at  £rfl  fubjeded  them  to  a  few  fines, 
the  fuperior  regularity  introduced  into  bufinefs  would  have  pre- 
vented law-fuitSy  fo  frequent  in  the  colonies,  as  well  as  have 
rendered  property  more  fecure.  In  a  Word,  a  inoderate  ftarhp* 
duty  is  perhaps  the  leaft  felt  of  any  general  tax  that  can  be 
devifed ;  and  that  impofed  upon  the  colonies  was  by  no  means 
exorbitant.  It  was  not  the  tax,  but  taxation  that  was  tb« 
grievance. 
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T^  '"^r^rtp  t/  iJit  Dffl^ute  -Miveen  Gr^^t  BriUik  and  W 
Colonies  continued,  from  ths  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ait%  h  1^6^ 
..  i9  thji^Jlu^.of.  the  Boftgn  Part  Bill  1 774. 

"X^^  O  ihiriil^ry  perliaps  ever  cori^ufled  a  .pSj)ular 

JL^     mcafurc,  with  fo  little  advantage,   or  jevcn 

rcpiitatlcm  to  thcitifehres,  as  thbfe  under  the  Mkr- 

qtife  6f  koekirighslin  fjie  tdpeal  of  the  Stamp  Aft. 

T?ie  people,  ftriick  \vitii  the  tlaririg  incbtiflfteiicy  of 

aiaw  for  aicifrtaming  the  right  of  impofing  internal 

taxes  upon  the  coloniesi,  and  one  for  removing  the 

Only  kitcrnal  tax  that  had  been  impofed,  without 

any  other  being  fubftituted  in  its  ftead,  could  not 

conceive  both  to  be  the  work  of  the  fame  men :  they 

afcribed  the  latter,  and  with  fomc  appearance  of  rea- 

fon,  to  the  bold  and  animated  "fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt, 

in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  one  no  lefs  forcible 

by  Lord  Camden,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  *•     The 

court,  though  not  entirely  of  the  fame  opinion,  cbn- 

'  lidered  the  miniftry  as  a  let  of  weak  men,  labouring 

under  the  influence  of  popular , clamour,  or  feduced 

by  the  thirft  of  pOTiiKr  'apprauife,  *ah^  therefore  un- . 

worthy  of  its  c6hnaei>c'c :  it  accordTngly  tlirew  them 

afide,  in  the  hour  of  their  difappointihent ;  and  their 

places  were  filled  by  thofe  who  had  mifled  them, 

and  on  whom  tlfe  beams  of  public  as  well  as  royal 

favoiur  Ihone.     Lord  Camden  was  raifed  to  the  head 

of  the  law,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Northington  j 

the  Duke  of  Grafton  to  the  head  of  the  trcafury,  in 

the  room  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham ;  and  the 

new-made  Earl  of  Chatham,   fuppofed  to  be  the 

oftenfible  minifter,  and  political  guardian  to   the 

.      .         *  *  Duke 

*:■    I  ■         . 

*  What  contributed  particularly  to  favour  this  opinion  was, 
that  thefe  two  celebrated  fpecchcs  were  not  fo  much  levelleci 
againft  the  Stamp  A£t»  as  againft  the  right  of  the  parliament 
to  tax  the  colonies,  which  nad  juft  been  cilabli{hed  bjr  the 
Peclaratory  BilL 
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Duke  of  Qraftop,  was  appointeij  lord  privy-ftzj.    1756.' 
At  the  fame  tinxe,  the  Earl  of  Shclbume  was  ap-    O-.'Sw 
pointed  fecrjctary  of  ftate^  in  the  room  q^  the  Duke 
of  Richmond.     General  Conway  tctaincd  jiis  place, 
as  the  other  fecretary.  •         * 

Both  the  old  and  new  miniftry  wer?  much  difap- 
pointed  in  the  effeftof  their  ienicrit  meafures  upon 
the  refrafltory  cQiqnIfts.  'f  hat  faftious  and  turbulent 
i|)irit  which  had  uken  poJQTeffion  of  their  mmSs;]  was 
hy  n6  means  mollified  by.  the  repeal  o^  the  Stamp 
AQt.     they  had  obtained  a  triumph,  and  were  re- 
folved  to.  en^oy  it.     Not  conteht  with  private  out- 
rage^,  too  <^ten  repeated,  and  marks  ef  difrelpeft  to 
goverament,  no  Icfs  frequently  ihewn  in  N^ew  Eng- 
l|pd  and  the  neighbouring  provinces,  the  affemb^ 
01  New  York,  in  dircd  9ppofition  to  an  aft  pafled 
by  the  Rockingham  adniiriiftration  for  providing 
the  troops  with  peccflfaries  in  their  quarters,  took 
the  liberty  of  jregylating  Ac  proyifiqns  of  the  army 
^cording  .tp  a  mode  01  their  own,  without  any  re- 
gard to  mat  prefcribfcd  by  parliament.     Tliis  aflfaif,    1767. 
being  brougnt  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons  next 
fcifioh,  occafibned  wym  debates,  and  rigorgus  mea- 
fures were  by  foine  propofed.     Haj^ily,  'howevep, 
the  gener^  opinion-  was,  rather  to  bring  the  colo- 
xuR%  to  temper,  and  a  fenfe  of  their  dut/  by  afts  of 
moderation^  which  Ihquld  sjt  the  lame  time  fufl^ciertt- 
Jy  fupport  the  dignity,  of  tiie  Ic^iflature,  than  by  (cr 
vcrc  meafures  to  inllame  ftill  tarthcf  that  fpirit  of     •   '  '- 
difconcent  which  was  already  top  prevalent  amon^ 
them.     According  tq   thefe  principles  a  bill   was 
paifecty  by  which  the  governor,  coupcil^^and  aflem'- 
biy  of  New  York»  w.ere  prohibited  from  palling  or 
aflcnting  to  any  aft  of  aflembly,  for  any  purpole 
whatever,  till  they  had  complied  with  ^1  the  terms 
qf  the  ad  of  parliament. 

This  reftriftipn,  though  confined  to  one  colopy, 
was  iitf ended  as  a  leifon  for  the  ^tiole  i  and  that 

^      '  •     •  thdy 
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1767.  they  might  no  longer  consider  the  repeal  of  the 
V/^^^N-'  Stamp  AGt  as  a  rclinquiihing  of  the  legiflative  au» 
thority  of  Great  Britain  over  them,  a  bill  was  alfo 
paffed,  during  the  fame  feffion,  for  laying  certain 
duties  on  tea^  paper,  painters  colours,  and  glafs,, 
imported  into  the  Britim  colonies  and  plantations  m 
America.  Such  a  meafure,  4tf>^gl^  ^J  ^^  means 
Inconfiftent  with  the  political  pnnciples  either  of  the 
late  oaprefent  miniftry,  as  they  had  maintained  the 
power  of  impofing  port-duties^  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  denied  the  right  of  infernal  tiixation^  afforded 
neverthelcfs  to  the  Grenville  adminiftration  and  their 
affociates,  in  Us  confequences,  great  caufe  of  recri- 
mination* It  demonftrated  to  the  world  the  views 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  fallacy  of  fome  late  pre- 
tendons  to  patriotifm.  No  better  difpofed  to  pty 
thefe  duties  than  the  ftamp-duties,  which  had  bcea 
fo  induftrioufly  rcprefented,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  as  unjuft  and  oppreffive,  the  colonifts  took 
the  moft  vigorous  and  effedual  fteps  for  defeating 
the  purpofe  of  the  new  laws ;  though  planned  by  « 
men  whom  they  had  lately  adored  as  their  deliverers^ 
and  whom  every  tongue  had  applauded  as  the  cham- 
pions of  liberty  and  the  conftitution, 

Bofton,  the  capital  of  Maffachufets  Bay,  was  in 
this,  as  well  as  the  former  inftance,  tlie  place  where 
the  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  the  Britifh  legif- 
0ft.  ty.  fetw^^  fi^^  dilcovered  itfelf.  At  a  general  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants,  fummoned  on  the  occafion,  fevcral 
refolutions  were  entered  into  for  the  encouragement 
of  manufai&urcs,  the  promoting  of  induftry  and 
oeconomy,  and  the  leffening  and  rcftraining  the  ufc 
of  foreign  fuperfluitie§.  Thefe  refolutions,  every 
one  pf  wniqh  was  highly  prejudicial  to  the  commerce 
of  the  mother-country^  contained  a  long  lift  of  cnu-r 
jnerated  articles,  which  if  ^vas  determined  cither 
not  to  ufe  at  all,  or  in  the  fmalleft  quantities  poffiblc. 
At  the  fame  time  a  fiAatcription  was  opened,  and 
»  cQmmtttee  appointed,  fbr  the  encouragement  of 
•  ^  their 
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their  own  growing  manuifa^ures^  and  the  eibbUfh^  ^7^7- 
mcnt  of  new  onc^.  Among  thefe,  it  was  refolved  ^^or^ 
particularly  to  promote  the  making  of  paper  and 
glafs,  as  being  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  new  port* 
duties  :  it  was  alfo  refolved  to.  reftrain  the  expence 
of  funerals  ;  to  reduce  drifs  to  a  degree  of  primi- 
tive fimplicity5  jmd  ih  general,  not  to  purchaic 
from  the  mother-ftuntry  any  commodity  that  could 
be  procured  in  any  of  ttie  colonies. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  eithet  s^opted,  or  fimllar 
ones  entered  into  by  all  the  old  colonies  on  the  con- 
tinent;  and  a  circular  -letter  was  fcnt  fbon  after,  by  Feb.  li, 
the  afiembly  of  Maffachufets  Bay^  to  alLthe  other  1768- 
afleinblics  in  North  America^  •  The^purpdrt  xif  that 
-letter  was,  to  (hew  the  pernicious  tendency  of  the 
late  ad  of  parliament ;  to  repreient  it  as  unconftitu^ 
tional ;  and  to  propofe  a  common  bond  of  union  be- 
tween the  colonies,  m  order  to-  prevent  the  efFedi.  of 
the  ftatute,  as  well  as  to  prooiote  harmony  ih  their 
applications  to  government  for  a-repeal .  of  it.  Uor 
were  their  natufal  rights  as  men^ .  or  tlici^  cdnilitu- 
tional  ones,  as  Englifhmen  fcMrgoL;.  alt  of  whichj 
it  was  ^retendedj  were  infringed  by  the  inipofition 
of  the  new  port-duties. 

Unfortunately  during  this  91  hmnour  of  the  peo- 
ple of  M^achufets  Bay,. they- were  dif&itisfied' with 
Mr.  Bernard^  their  gov6nior.  He  had  been  thwart- 
ed m  every  meafure  for  fome  years  paft  by  the  af* 
fcmbly  ;  and  both- parties  feemed^iore  attentive  to 
the  gratification  of  private  and  pcrfonal  animofity, 
than  zealous  for  the  public  good.  Proud  no  doubt 
of  an  occafion  of  triumph,  the  governor  ordered  to 
be  read  to  the  alTembly,  according  to  its  intention^ 
a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Shelburn^,,  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal  fecretaries  of  ftate,  containing  very  fevere 
animadvcrfions  on  that -body.  .The  rage  of  the 
members  inftantly  vente^  itlelf  in  the  mptt.  indecent 

cq>relficr»s,  firft  againft  is  miniftry,  andaftcrw?r^^ 

'  *  againft 
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have  hBca:foun4i8d^  it  waa  faid,  on  mifrcprcfi^nta^^ 
of  faOts;  in  his  ^^tches  to  thi?,  feeretary,    4.  Ipomp 
imetce;wa9  adcortiingly  ap^i^ted  to  vvait  on  hixn, 
in.  order  to  ddire  a  copy  «f  Lord  S^elbi^rijc'g  letter, 
as  well  as   of  thoic  which  he  bad  wriuen  bimferfy 
cdatiTe  to  the  aflembly,   apd  to  which  the  charges 
in^JULt  muft  refer.    Tbcfe  cf]^e6  being  r«fufcd;,.the 
affembly  wrote  a  letter  to  the  lecretary  of  ftate,  in 
which  great  pains  were  taken  to  vindicate  their  own 
condud:  at'  the  c:^pence  of  the  govemorr,  and  to 
a&ribe  to  his  mtfreprefenbi^ipns  the  difadvantageou^ 
epinitm  Gatemwcd  of  them  in  the  cabinet.     They 
aUb  wrote  letters  to  the  iprds  of  the  treafury,  an4 
iBofl  df  tht;  great  officers  of  ftate  }  in  wbioh,  along 
with  great  profefiioas  of  loyalty,  they  not. only  re- 
monibrated  ftrongly  againft  the  operation  of  the  late 
wEt  of  parliamcait,  but  infmuated  that  the  impoHtioii 
of  the  pori>duttes  was  contrary  to  d^e  conftitution^ 
and  totally  fiibverfive  of  their  rights  and  Ubertics. 

Seehigg  11©  hope  of  being  able  to  mollify  the  refrac- 
tory jpirit^  ib  pixdomiaant  in  the  afiembly  of  his  pro- 
vince, govecnor  Bernard  adjourned  it«  The  fpeech 
which  he  delivered  on  the  og^^^pn  contained  many 
fevere  ftrifkures  on  the  condud  of  the  members, 
particularly  in  rqgard  to  Lord  Shelburne's  letter ; 
and  he  comjdained  greatly  of  fome  turbulent  and 
ambitious  men^  v^ho  under  falfe  pretences  of  pa- 
triotrfm,  had  acquired  too  great  an  influence,  a$ 
iK?dl  in  the  affembly  as  among  the  people— ^who  fa- 
erificed  the  welfare  of  their  country  to  the  gratiii* 
cation  of  tiasdr  lawlefs  palhons,  and  to  the  fupport 
of  an  in^ortance.  which  could  have  no  exiiicncp 
})ut  in  times  of  trouble  and  confuiion- 

During,  thefe  diftra&ions  in  America,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  them,  a  new  office  was  created  at  home ; 
a  fecrctary  of  flate  was  appropriated  to  the  depart- 
ment of  the  colonics  only.    Much  was  expeded 
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from  fhi«  art aingcmettt ;  and  Lord  ffilfbbrou^,  ty6t 
\«rh6  e|>p«irtd  iftrft  in  that  office,  ^ote  ^  cfcrpubr 
letter  to  the  governors  of  iillthe  ^rbvmcesj^^o  ^hich 
had-bilch  aireacdtfiefeircular  ldtt<^r  froto  the  affemJ. 
bly  at  Boftdh.  In  this  fetter,  hb  iniijefty'ls  difappfO- 
bation  of  that  meafure  was  exprefled  ih  the  ftrotlg« 
eft  terms ;  it  was  declared,  that  he  confidered  it  as 
of  the  moft  dangerous  and  faftious  ttndttitiy ;  calcu- 
liited  to  iiAatne  the  mindis  of  the  peOpfe ;  to  ptoofioce 
an  unwarrantable  combination ;  to  excite  an  6p^ 
oppoiition  to,  and  denial  of  auttority  of  parliament, 
and  to  fiibveft  the  true  principles  of  the  conftitution^ 
that  his  Majelby  therefore  expe^ldd  frbfai'the  knoWn 
aficffion  of  the  refpedive  affemblies,  that  they  woiild 
defeat  this  flagitious  iittcwpt  to  difttffb  thepuWte 
peace,  and  treat  it  ^ith  the  contempt -It  ddetvttd, 
by  configning  it  ib  negleS. 

At  the  &nie  time  'Atibthcr  letter  tb^wcrhor  Ber- 
totd  was  written,  ih  'which  the  ^ikceptions  to  the 
circuTar  letter  krc  repeated.     It  is  th^fe  fiid  to  hate 
been  a  mcaiftire '  addptcd  in  a  thin  houfe  at  the  <*rtd 
of  a  fcffion ;   and  in  which  the  -afltfnbly  departed 
from  that  prudence  and  relpeft  for  the  conftitution, 
which  feemed  to  have  influenced  J^  majority  of  its 
members  ih  a  fuH  houfc,  at  the  bi^girimrig  df  the 
feffion:  ^bcheie  his  Mijefliy'coilld  hot  but  cortfidet 
it  as  a  very  uhfiir  iproceeding,  and  to  have  becti 
carried  by  furprife  fh^rdugli  the  Ubiife-of  ^rtfpr^fcn- 
titiv^s.     A  f eqiiilhibn  was  therefore  *  made,  in  hte 
Majefbr*^  niihe,    That  the  ncW  iiflJiirtblv  ivouW 
rcfc'md  the  ftfolution  which  gave  blrtb "to  fnt  circu- 
lar letter,  and,  declare  their  difaf^robtttioh  of  fo 
rafh  and  bafty  a  proeecdirig.    NeVdr  was  a  tnore 
defirable  opporttmity  afforded  to  any  bddy  of  tMti 
•for  correQhig  flie  Iritfempefdnce  of  pipUlar  l^eal ; 
and  in  order  to  ThoIIify  the  temper,  and  difpofethfe 
minds  of  the  obftinitc  bigots  of  MaTTatEbtffets  Bay  to 
cornpliance,  it  Avas  added.  That,  asbisMajcrty  had 
the  fuHeft  t^ttncc'^n^heir^a^aiom,  (a^icdaratioa 
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17634  which  Jt  18  not  impoifible  might  be  confidered  as  a 
^"^^^'^^  reproach)  hej^s^d.the  better  ground  to  hope,'  that 
che  attempts  made  by  a  defperate  faftion  to  difturb 
the  public^  tranquillity  would  be  difcoantenanced^ 
and  the  meafure  recommended  embraced,  without 
any  difSculty. 

Thefe  parts  of  the  letter  were  hid,  by  the  gover- 
nor, before  the  new  affembly,  with  a  meffage  in 
which  he  eameftly  requefted  their  obedience  to  the 
royal  pleafure  ;  but  obferved  at  the  fame  time,  that 
in  cafe  of  a  contrary  condud,  he  had  received  his 
majefty's  inftru&ions  how  to  ad,  and  muft  do  hig 
,  duty.  This  produced  a  meflfage,  in  return  from  the 
s^cmbly,  defiring  a  copy  of  the  inftru&ions  to  which 
ho  alluded,  as  well  as  of  fome  letters  and  paper& 
which  he  had  laid  before  the  council.  A  copy  of 
the  remainder  of  Lord  Hilfborough's  letter,  in  which 
the  inftructions  were  contained,  was  accordingly 
fent  to  the  aflembly.  By  thefe  the  governor  wa« 
direded,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal  to  comply  with  his. 
majefty's  rcafonable  expeftation,  to  diffolve  them  im- 
mediately, and  tranfmit  a  copy  of  their  proceedings 
on  that  occafion,  to  be  laid  before  the  parliament. 

No  anfwer  haying  been  given  to  the  royal  requeft^ 
after  the  affembly  had  been  in  poffeffion  of  all  thefe 
papers  for  s^oye  a  week,  the  governor  fent  a  mef- 
fage to  urge  them  to  it.  In  anfwer,  they  applied 
for  a  recefs,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  ta 
confult  their  conflituents  on  the  occafion.  lliis 
being  denied  them,  the  queltion  was  put  for  remind- 
ing the  refolution  of  the  lad  houfe  ^  and  paffed  in 
the  negative,  by  a  majority  of  feventy-five  out  of  an 
hundred  and  nine  members^  A  letter  w^s  next  re- 
folved  on  to  Lord  HiKborpugh,  and  an  anfwer  to 
the  mcffages  from  the  governor.  In  both  thefe 
pieces  g]^eat  psdns  are  taken  to  jullify  the  conduft  of 
the  laft  affembly,  as  well  as  of  the  prcfent,  and  the 
charges  of  furprife  and  of  a  thin  houfe,  (which 
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were  probably  fuggcfted  to  them  as  apologies  for    1768. 


their  undudfui  conduft)  are  abfolutely  denied.  They 
attempted  to  juftify  the  circular  letter,  on  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  the  fubjefts  to  petition  the  King,  either 
joinriy  or  feverally  for  the  rcdrefs  of  grievances ; 
arid  in  the  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  they  made 
various  comments,  with  great  freedom,  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  royal  requifition,  alledging  that  it  was 
unconftitutional,  and  without  a  precedent,  to  com- 
mand a  free  affembly  on  pain  of  its  exiftence,  to  re- 
fcind  any  refolution,  much  Icfs  that  of  a  former 
houfe.  They  complained  greatly  of  the  bafe  and 
wicked  miiireprcfcntations  that  muft  have  been  made 
to  his  Majcfty,  to  induce  him  to  confider  a  meafure 
perfcdly  legal  and  conftitutional,  and  which  only 
tended  to  lay  the  grievances  of  his  fubjefts  before 
the  throne,  as  of  an  '*  inflammatory  nature,  tending 
to  create  unwarrantable  combinations,  and  to  excite 
an  oppofition  to  the  authority  of  parliament,'*  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  defcribed  in  Lord  Hilfborough's 
letter ;  and  they  concluded  with  profeflions  of  the 
grcateft  loyalty,  and  the  ftrongeft  remonftrances 
againft  the  late  port-duties.  They  were  alfo  preparing 
a  pedtioD  to  the  King  for  the  removal  of  their  go- 
vernor, againft  whom  they  laid  a  number  of  charges ; 
but  before  the  laft  hand  could  be  put  to  it,  the 
aflcmbly  was  diffolved. 

The  circular  letters  which  the  American  fecre- 
tary had  written  to  the  other  colonies,  were  attend- 
dcd  with  as  little  efiicacy  as  that  which  had  been 
fent  to  Bofton.  The  different  affemblies  wrote 
airfwers  to  that  of  Maffachufets  Bay,  expreffing  the 
highcft  approbation  of  their  conduQ:,  and  a  firm  re- 
folution  to  coincide  in  their  meafures.  Some  of 
them  alfo  returned  addrefles  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate, 
in  which  they  not  only  juftified  the  fteps  taken  by 
thcafifembly  at  Bofton,  but  animadverted  with  great 
freedom  on  feveral  paffages,  as  well  as  on  the  rc- 
qutfitions   contained  in  bis  letter.    At  the  fame 
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time  moft  of  them  entered  into  refolutions,  not  ta 
impott  or  purchafc  any  Englifti  goods,  except  what 
were  already  ordered  for  the  eniuing  fall,  and  fuch 
r.rticles  of  neceffity  as  they  could  not  do  without^ 
until  the  late  laws  Uiould  be  repealed. 

Scl7.ure  Before  the  diffolution  of  the  affembly  a  great 
niHuc  of  tumult  had  happened  at  Bofton,  in  confcquence  of 
j!  ^j^'^  a  ffizure  made  by  the  board  of  cuftoms,  of  a  flooj> 
bnard  of  belonging  .to  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  that 
cailoms.  town.  This  floop,  it  appears,  was  difcharged  of  a 
cargo  of  wine,  and  in  part  reloaded  with  a  quantity 
of  oil,  under  prretence  of  converting  lier  mto  a  ftore, 
but  without  any  proper  attention  being  paid  to  th« 
cuftom-houfe  regulations.  On  the  feizure,  the  re- 
venue officers^  made  a  fignal  to  the  Romney  riian  of 
war;  and  her  boats  being  manned  and  armed,  con- 
\-cyed  the  floop  under  the  prote^ton  of  that  fhip. 
The  populace,  who  had  aflemblcd  in  crowds  on  the 
occafion,  being  unable  to  recover  the  vefTcl,  vented 
their  rage  on  the  commiflioners  of  tiie  cuftoms ; 
Incited  them  with  ftones,  broke  one  of  their  fwords, 
a:id  treated  them  in  every  refpe£b  with  the  greatcft 
outrage  and  indignity.  Not  fatisficd  with  infulting 
and  abufing  their  jxirfons,  they  attacked  their  houfcs; 
broke  their  windows,  deftroyed  tlieir  furniture,  and 
liaubd  the  collefl:or*s  barge  to  the  common,  where: 
it  was  burned  to  alhes. 

OfUccra.        As  foon  as  this  tumult  began  to  fubfide,  the  offi- 
«)f  the       ^j.g  Qf  ^}|g  cufto«T5^  judged  it  ncceffary  for  thefe- 
-et  b^^     curity  of  their  lives,  in  cafe  of  any  new  fcrmcnti  to 
Cnille       retire  on  board  the  mail  of  war  ;  whence  they  re- 
William,  moved  to  Caftle  William,  a  fortification,  as  we  have 
already  had  occafion  to  notice,  oa  a  fmall  illand  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.  There  they  rcimncd  the  func- 
tions of  their  office*  Meantime  frequent  town  meet- 
iticrs  were  held,  and  a  remonflrance  was  prcfented  to 
the  g6vemor,  in  which  the  rights  that  they  claimed 
w^re  affcrted  in  d:re£l  oppofition   to   the  13ritiSaic*. 
•      .  giiloturc. 
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^iflaturc.  An .  extraordinary  requifitLon  was  alfo  1768. 
made ;  namely,  that  the  governor  would  "  ifliie  an  v.-^*''^ 
order  for  the  departure  of  his  Majcfty's  fliip,  the 
Romney,  out  of  the  harbour."  In  a  word,  the  tem- 
per and  condufl:  of  the  people  became  every  day 
more  licentious,  till  it  exceeded  all  the  lines  of  duty 
and  allegiance,  even  has  traced  on  the  extenfivc 
fcale  of  liberty.  Nor  is  the  caufe  of  fuch  licen- 
tioufncfs  inexplicable. 

r 

That  repyblican   fpirit,  fo  often    mentioned,  to  Rcpul)]!- 
•which  the  colony  of  Maflachufets   Bay  owed  its  can  fplvit 
foundation,  and  thofe  fanatical  and  levelling  princi-  l^^ca^s  ^ 
'f>les  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants  had  ^"5  '"/'''* 
been  nurfed,  being  now  awakened  by  meafures  whicli  Maflkl  ^ 
the  body  of  the  people  regarded  as  totally  fubver-  chuku 
five  of  their  rights,  and  irritated  by  the  arts  of  fac-  Bay. 
tious  and  dcfigning  men,  who  had  much  influence 
among  them,  they  were  alike  incapable  of  prefcrib- 
ing  due  limits  to  their  paflions,  and  of  preferving  a 
proper  decency  in  the  manner   in  which  they  ex- 
prdkd  them.     Their  public  writers  as  well  as  fpeak- 
ers  were  highly  extravagant  in  their  ejpithets  ;  and  a 
certain  ftile  and  mode  of  compofition  was  introduced , 
which  feems  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  which,  hai; 
never  been  equalled  in  abfurdity  iince  the  days  of    ' 
Oliver  Cromwell,  when  ferious  and  comic  fubjeSs 
were  confounded,  and  reafon  at  war  with  fcnfe.     In 
fome  of  thefe  publications,  while  they  appeared  to 
(oTgct,  on  one  hand,  their  dependence  as  colonies, 
and  to  affurae  the  tone  of  diftinft  and  original  dates, 
they  eagerly  claimed,  on  the  other,  all  the  benefitvS 
of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  and  thcnative  rights  of 
Engliflimen,  without  reflefting  that  it  was  their  de- 
pcndence  upon  England  alone,   which  could  entitle 
them  to  any  fhare  of  thofe  rights  and  benefits.     A 
ludicrous    phrafcology   became   faflilonaWe   in  ail 
matters  relative  to  government,  or  even  to  the  fu- 
prcme  iegiflature  ;  an  attempt  was  made  to  degrade, 
by  fomc  Tight  cxpreflion,  every  thing  refpeftable  in 
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the  jurifdiftion  of  the  mother-country  ;  but  in  what 
concerned  themfelves,  when  their  provincial  a0em- 
blics  came  to  be  mentioned,  the  language  was 
changed  :  they  were  no  longer  known  by  that  hum- 
ble name ;  they  were  on  every  occafion  honoured 
with  the  title  of  Parliamknts. 


A  report       A  report  that  their  petition  to  the  king  had  not 

that  their  been  delivered  by,  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  contributed 

petition    greatly  to  augment  the  ferment  among  the  people 

Kin    w    ^^  Maffachufcts  Bay.     It  was  faid  that  the  petition 

not  deli-  ^ad  been  rejedted  at  London,  under  pretence  that 

vcred.       the  colony  agent  was  not  properly  authorifed  to 

deliver  it,  as  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  afiembly 

without  the  confent   of  the  governor.     The  diflb- 

lution  of  the  general  affembly  increafed  the  diforder, 

which  was  ftill  farther  heightened  by  the  feizure  of  the 

floop,  and  a  circumftance  conneded  with  it :  it  was 

the  property  of  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for  the 

town  of  Bofton ! 


Two  re- 
giments 
ordered 
from 
Ireland. 


While  things  were  in  tlxis  unhappy  fituation,  two 
regimehts  were  ordered  from  Ireland  to  fupport  the 
civil  government  in  Maffachufets  Bay ;  and  feveral 
detachments,  from  different  parts  of  North  Ameri- 
ca, rendezvoufed  at  Hallifax  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
No  account  of  a  defcent  or  inroad,  meditated  by  the 
mofl  dangerous  and  cruel  enemy,  could  excite  a 
greater  alarm,  than  this  intelligence  did  at  Boflon. 
It  was  treated  in  fuitable  language,  and  fimilar  ileps 
were  taken  in  regard  to  it»  On  the  firft  rumour  of 
fuch  a  meafure,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was 
fummoned  at  Fanueil  Hall,  where  they  chofe  one  of 
their  late  popular  reprefentatives  as  moderator.  A 
committee  was  then  appointed  to  wait  on  the  go- 
vernor, in  order  to  know  what  grounds  he  had  for 
certain  intimations,  which  he  had  lately  given,  that 
fome  regiments  of  his  Majefty's  forces  were  ex- 
peded  in  that  town  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  pre- 
lent  a  petition,  deliring  that  he  would  iflue  precepts 

to 
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to  convene  a  general-  aflcmbly  with  the  greateft  1768. 
fpecd.  To  both  an  immediate  anfwer  was  required,  ^-y^rsj 
nor  was  the  anfwer  delayed.  The  governor  re- 
plied, that  his  information  concerning  the  arrival 
of  the  troops  was  of  a  private  nature,  and  that  he 
coidd  do  nothing  relative  to  the  calling  of  an  affem- 
faly,  until  he  received  further  inftruftions  from  his 
'Majcfty,  under  whofe  confideration  the  matter  then 
was« 

A  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  con-  a  com- 
fider  of  the  prefcnt  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  Maffachu-  mittee 
fets  Bay,  gave  in  a  long  declaration  and  recital  of  P*^^  f^- 
their  rights,  and  the  fuppofed  infradions  of  them,  7^ 
which  had  lately  been  attempted.     They  paffed  at  foiuuona. 
the  iame  time  feveral  hafty  refolutions ;  particularly 
in  reg^d  to  the   legality  of  raifing  or  keeping  a 
ftanding  army  among  them  without  their  own  con- 
fcnt.    The  arguments  againft  fuch  a  meafure,  they 
founded  on  the  well  known  a6t  of  King  William  III. 
which  declares  it  contrary  to   law,  *'  to  keep  an 
army  in  the  Jcingdom,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the 
confent  of  parliaments*^     This  report,  and  the  refo- 
lutions accompanying  it,  were  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  by  the  aflembly,   and  a  general  refolution  was 
pafled,  aUb  founded  on  a  claufe  in  the  fame  ad  of 
King  William,    which  recommends  the  frequent 
holding  of  parliaments,  in  confequence  of  which  a 
Convention  was  fummoned  at  Bofton.     Agreeable 
to  this  refolution   James  Otis,  Thomas   Cufliing, 
Samuel  Adams,  and  John  Hancock,  the  four  mem- 
bers who  had  reprcfented  the  town  in  the  late  affem- 
bly,  were  now  appointed  as  a  committee  to  aft  for  it 
in  the  convention  ;  and  the  feleft-men  were  order- 
ed to  write  to  all  the  other  towns  in  the  province, 
requefting  tliem  to  appoint  committees  for  the  fame 
purpofe.     But  the   mofl  extraordinary  aft  of  this 
town-meeting  was  a  rcquifition  to  the  inhabitants. 
That  whereas  there  was  a  prevailing  apprehcnfion 
in  the   minds  of  many  of  an  approaching  war  with 

France, 
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1768.  France,  they  would  provide  themfclves  with  arms, 
•v^^orO  ammunition,  and  tlie  neceflary  accoutrements,  lb  as 
to  be  properly  piicpared  againft  fudden  danger.  A 
day  of  public  prayer  and  failing  was  then  appoint- 
ed, under  the  fanftion  of  the  fame  atrocious  falfc- 
hood,  and  the  meeting  was  diffolved. 

F!!^\*^^       The  .circular  letter  which  the  felea-men  fent  to 

the  other  towns  in  the  province,  was  written  in  the 

fame  fpirit   as  the  afts  and  refolutions  which  it   in- 

clofed,  and  on  which  it  was  founded.     In  this  time 

of  general  frenzy,  however,  when  ninety-fix  towns 

:ippointed  commiflioners  toattcnd  the  convention,  the 

town  of  Hatfield  rrfufed  to  concur  in  the  meafure; 

and  tlie  fpirited  and  judicious  anfwer  which  the  in- 

habitants  returned  to  the  fe!ed-men  at  Bofton,  will 

be  a  lafting  monument  of  the  prudence  and  good 

fenfe  that  influenced  their  conduft.     "  We  are  not 

fenfible^  *'  obfervethey,  "  that  the  ftate  of  Ameri* 

ca  is  fo  alarming,  or  the  ftate   of  this  province  fa 

materially  different  from  what  it  was  a  few  months 

fince,  as  to  render  the  meafure  whic)^  you  propofc 

cither  falutary  or  neceflary.     The  aft  or  parliament 

•for  raifmg  a  revenue,  fo  much  complained  of,  has 

been  in  being  and  carrying  into  execution  for  a  con- 

iiderable  time  part,  and  proper  fteps  have  been  taken 

by  feveral  governments  on  this  continent  to  obtain 

redrcfs  of  that  grievance.     Humble   petitions   by 

*  them  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly,  we 

truft  have  already,   or  will  foon  reach  the  royal  ear 

- — ^be  gracioufly  received,  and  favourably  anfwered ; 

and  we  apprehend,,  that  nothing  that  can  br  will  be 

done  by  your  propofed  convention,*  either  can  or 

will  aid  the  petition  firom  the  houfe  of  reprefeuta- 

lives  of  this  province.     We  further  propofe  to  your 

confideratiqn,  whether  the  circular   letter  which 

gave  fuch  umbrage^  containing  thefe  expreflions,  or 

others  of  the  hke  import,  that  ^'  the  king  and  parlia-  - 

ment,  by  the  late  revenue  aft,  had  infringed  the 

rights  of  the  cojouies,  impofcd  an  inequitable  taac,, 

and 
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and  that  things  yet  worfe  might  be  expcftdd  from  1768. 
the  iudcpendence  and  unlimited  appointments  of  w^^^i 
crown-officers  therein  mentioned/'  was  fo  pcrfcSIy 
innocent,  and  entirely  confiftent  witli  that  duty  and 
loyalty  profeflcd  by  the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  laft 
year,  in  their  petition  to  his  Majcfty ;  and  whether 
the  laft  houfe  might  not  have  complied  with  his 
Majcfty^s  rcquifition,  with  a  full  faving  of  all  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  thereby  have  prevented 
our  being  deftitute  of  a  general  court  at  -this  day. 

*'  We  cannot  comprehend,"  added  they,  ^'  \Vhat 
pretence  tliere  can  jie  for  the  purpofed  convention^ 
unlds  the  probability  of  a  confideriable  number  of 
regular  troops  beine  fent  into  this  province,  and  an 
apprchenfion  of  their  being  quartered  partly  in  your 
town,  partly  at  the  caftle :  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
doubt  and  uncertainty,  whether  any  were  coming 
or  not,  or  for  what  purpofq  the  king  was  fending 
them ;  '^  whether  for  your  defence,*'  obferve  they 
ingcnioufly^  "  in  cafe  of  a  French  war,  as  you  tell 
us  there  is  in  the  minds  of  many  a  prevailing  apprc- 
henfion of  one  approaching  (and  which,  if  we  do 
not  mifunderftand  your  letter,  induced  you  to  pafs 
the  votes  tranfmitted  to  us)  or  whetljer  they  are 
deftined  for  the  defence  of  the  new  acquired  terri- 
tories, is  altogether  uncertain  :  thrit  they  are  to  be 
a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace,,  you  give  us  no 
evidence  ;  and  if  your  apreheniions  in  regard  to 
a  French  war  are  well  grounded,  it  is  not  even  fup- 
pofable  that  they  are  intended  as  fuch.  If  your  town 
meant  finccrely,  we  cannot  therefore  fee  the  need 
of  interpofing  in  military  matters,  in  an  unprecedent- 
ed way,  by  requdting  the  inliabitants  to  be  provid- 
ed with  arms,  (a  matter  till  now  fuppofed  to  belong 
to  another  department)  efpecially  as  they  muft  know, 
that  fuch  a  number  of  troops  would  be  a  much  bet- 
ter defence,  in  cafe  of  war,  than  you  had  heretofore 
been  javoured  with.  To  fuppofe  what  you  furmife 
ihcy  may  be  intended  tor,  h  to  miflruft  the  king's 
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paternal  care  and  goodnefs  ;  but  if  by  any  fudden 
tumults  or  infurreftions  of  fome  inconfiderate  peo- 
pie,  the  King  has  been  induced  to  think  them  a  ne- 
ceffary  chec^  upon  you,  we  hope  you  will,  by  your 
loyalty  and  quiet  behaviour,  foon^  convince  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  world,  they  are  no  longer  neccffary 
for  that  purpofe,  and  that  thereupon  they  will  be 
withdrawn.  Suffer  us  then  to  conclude,  that,  in 
our  opinion,  the  meafures  which  the  town  of  Bofton 
is  purfuing,  and  propofing  to  us  and  the  people  of 
this  province  to  unite  m,  are  unconftitutional,  illegal^ 
and  wholly  unjuftifiable." 


That  declaration  had  no  effed  upon  the  Conven-* 
tion,  the  firit  proceeding  of  which  was  a  meflage 
to  the  governor,  difclaiming  all  pretences  to  any- 
authoritative  or  government  a&s;  and  declaring^ 
that  they  were  chofcn  by  the  fevcral  towns,  and 
came  freely  and  voluntarily,  at  the  earned  defire  of 
the  people,  to  confiilt  and  advife  fuch  meafures  as 
might  promote  peace  and  good  order,  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  alarming  fituation.  They  next  repeated  their 
noianifold  grievances  f  complained  that  they  were 
grofsly  mifreprefented  in  Great  Britain ;  and  preffed 
the  governor  in  the  moft  urgent  terms  to  call  a 
general  affembly,  as  the  only  means  to  guard  agjunft 
thofe  alarming  dangers  that  threatened  the  total 
deftru&ion  of  the  colony.  The  governor,  on  the 
other  hand,  admonilhed  them,  as  a  friend  to  the 
province,  and  a  well  wiflier  to  the  individuals  of  it,  to 
break  up  their  affembly  inftaxitly,  and  feparate  with-» 
out  doing  any  bufinefs.  He  was  willing  to  believe, 
he  faid  that  the  gentlemen  who  iffued  the  fummons 
for  this  meeting,  were  not  aware  of  the  nature  of 
the  high  offence  they  were  conmiitting ;  and  that 
thofe  who  had  obeyed  them,  had  not  confidered  the 
penalties  that  would  be  incurred,  if  they  continued 
longer  to  fit.  "  At  prcfcnt,"  added  he,  *^  igno- 
rance of  the  law  may  excufe  what  is  paft,  but  a  ftcp 
farther  will  take  away  that  plea.    A  meeting  of  the 

deputies 
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deputies  of  the  towns,  is  an  aflembly  of  the  reprcfen-  1768* 
tativcs  of  the  people  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs,  and  ^^^v*^^ 
calling  it  a  Committee  of  Conveniion  will  not  alter  the 
nature  of  the  thing.'*  He  concluded  with  decla- 
ring, That  if  they  did  not  regard  this  admonition, 
he  muft,  as  governor,  affett  the  prerogative  of  the 
CTown  in  a  more  public  manner ;  that  they  might 
afure  themfelves,  for  he  fpoke  from  inftruftion,  the 
king  was  determined  to  maintain  his  entire  fove- 
reignty  over  that  province,  and  whofoever  fhould 
perfift  in  ufurping  any  of  the  rights  of  it,  would 
repent  of  his  ralhnefs. 

This  anfwer  produced  another  meffage,  wherein  The  Con* 
the  Convention  juftificd  their  meeting,  as  being  ycntion 
only  an  aflcmblage  of  private  perfons,  and  defircd  l^)^J 
an  e:q)lanation  relative  to  the  criminality  with  which  ^^Ji„^^ 
their  proceedings  were   charged.     The  governor 
rcfiifed  to  receive  that  or  any  other  meflage  from 
^  them,  as  it  would  be  admitfing  them  to  be  a  legal 
aJTembly,  which  he  could   by  no  means    allow. 
The  Convention  now  appointed  a  committee,  who 
drew  up  a  report  in  terms  of  great  moderati^d,      ....    , 
x^ich  was  approved  of  by  the  whole  body.     In 
this  they  ailign  the  caiifes  of  their  meeting,  cMf- 
daim  all  pretence  to  any  authority  whatfoeyer, 
and  advife  and  recommend  to  the  people  to  pay 
the  grcateft  deference  f o  government,  and  to  wajt 
^ith  patience  for  the  refult  of  his  Majclly^s  wif- 
<Jom  and   clemency  for  a  redrefs  of  their  grie- 
^•ances :  at  the  fam^  time  they  declare  for  thcm- 
fdves.  That  they  will,  in  their  fcveral  ftations, 
yield  every  pof&ble  afliftancc  to  the  civil  magiftrate, 
for  the  prefervatiion  of  peace  and  order,  and  the  fup- 
prei&on  of  riots  and  tumults.     Having  afterwards 
prepared  a  reprefentation  of  their  conduct,  and  a 
detail  of  many  of  the  late  tranfa£tions  to  be  tranf^ 
siitted  to  their  agent  in  London,  the  Convention 
broke  up. 

N  The 
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1768.  The  fame  day  that  this  irregular  afiembly  was 
^^>T^  diflblved,  and  what  perhaps  was  the  caufc  of  its . 

g^p^y  2  .moderation  and  fhort  continuance,  the  fteet  from 
"  Halifax  arrived  in  the  harbouip ;  confifting  of  feveral 
A  fleet     frigates  and  floops  of  war,  and  a  confidcrable  nura- 
Tom*      ber  of  tranfports,  with  two  regiments  of  foldiers> 
Halifax    ^^^  ^  party  of  artillery  on  board.     Some  difficulties  * 
with  t  .ro  at  firft  arofe  about  quartering  thefc  troops,  the  coun-" 
regiments  cil  refiifmg  to  admit  them   into  the  town,  as  the 
r  °^"a'     barracks  of  Caftle  William  were  fufficient  to  re- 
^"'  ^*  ceive  them.     That  difficulty  was  however  got  over, 
by  accepting  quarters  that  were  only  to  be  cbnfider- 
ed   as   barracks ;  on   which  footing,   the   council 
agreed  td  allow  them  barrack  provilipns...  General 
Gage  arrived  at  Bofton  JToon  after,  as  did  the  two 
regiments  from  Ireland.     A  tolerable  degree  of 
harmony  fubfifted  for  a  time  between  the  inhabi- 
tants and  the  troops  ;  and  an  appearanqe   of  tran- 
quility was  reftored,  by  this  fymptom  of  vigour  in 
die  Britiih  government,   not  only  to  the  province 
of  Maflachufets  Bay,  but  to  all  his  majefty's  do- 
minions in  North  America. 

^  Change        That  tranquility,  however,  was  of  fhort  duration, 

in  the  Mcanwhilc  feveral  changes  took  place  in  the  Britifli 
mimftry.  miniftry^  and  various  meafurcs  were  propofed  with 
rcfpeft  to  the  colonies.  Lord  North  was  appointed 
chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  confequence  of 
the  death  of  the  Honourable  Charles  TownQiend  i 
and  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  finding  that  the  firft 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  though  reputed  his  political 
pupil,  was  no  longer  willing  to  be  implicitly  guided 
by  him,  refigned  his  place  of  lord  keeper  of  the  privy- 

1 769.  fcal.  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  alfo  refigned  his  office  of 
fecretary  of  ftate,  and  was  fucceeded  hy  Lord  Wey- 
mouth,  from  the  northern  department.  Soon 
after  thcfe,  and  other  changes,  the  American  affairs 
came  formally  before  the  parliament ;  and  as  an  at« 
tcntion  to  the  fubjeft  had  been  particularly  recom-i 
mended  from  the  throne,  it  was  confidcrcd  to  be^ 
the  principal  bufmefs  of  the  ftffion,  ^ 
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'  Refolutions  and  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty  on  the    1 769. 
Tubjefit  of  thefe  affairs,  were  accordmglypaflcd  by  both  v.^nr\-/ 
\ioufes.  1ft  thofe  refolutions,  the  late  aasof  the  houfe 
t>f  rcprefentatives  of  the  province  of  Maffachufets  ^^^'  ^' 
Bay,  'Cyhich  tended  to  call  in  queftion,  or  import  a  ^   , 
denial  of  the   authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature  Houfcsof 
to  make  laws  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cafes  what-  Parlia- 
focver,  were  declared  to  be  illegal,  unconftitution-  mcnt  ad- 
al,  and  derogatory,  to  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  ^^f«  ^^* 
parliament  of  Great  Britain.^   The  circular  letters  ^j^^^ 
written  by  the  fame  affen^bly,*  to  thofe  of  the  other  proceed- 
pro  vinces,  requiring  them  to  join  in  petitions,  and  ing«  of 
flating  the  late  laws  to  be  infringements  of  tlje  rights  the  pco- 

'of  the  people  in  the  colonies,  werealfo  declared  to  ?l52^ 
be  proceedings  of  a  moft  'unwarrantable  and  dan-  chufcu 

.  gcrous  nature,  calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  Bay. 
the  inhabitants,  and  tending  to  create  undue  combi- 
nations, contrary  to  the  laws,  and  ftibverfivc  of  the 
coiiititution  of  Great  Britain. 

The  town  of  Bofton  was  declared  to  have  been  Bofton 
for  fomc  time  paft  '  in  a  ftate  of  great  diforder  and  declared 
confufion,  difturbcd  by  riots  and  tumults  of  a  dan-  *«  ^e  in 
gcrous  nature,  during  which  the  officers  of  the  re-  *  ^**^^ 
Venue  had  been  obftrujfted  by  violence  in  the  exe-  f ^der. 
cution  of  the  laws,   and  their  lives  endangered '; 
that   neither  the  council  of  the  province,  nor  the 
ordinary  civil  magiftrates,  had  exerted  their  authori- 
ty for  the  fuprefling  of  fuch  tumults  and  riots ;  that, 
in  thefe  circumftances   of  the  province  of  Mafla*. 
c^ufets  Bay,  and  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  the  pre- 
fcrvation  of  the  public  peace,  and  the  due  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  became  imprafticable,  without 
fhc  aid  of  a  military  force  to  fupport   and  proteft 
die  civil  magiftrate,  and  the  officers  of  his  Majef- 
ty*8  revenue  ;  that  the  declarations,  refolurions,  and 
proceedings   inr  the  town-meetings  at  Bofton  were 
illegal  and  unconftitutional,  and  calculated  to  tx- 
dtc  fcditiori  and  infurreftion;  that  the  appointment 
of  ^  Convention,  to  confift  of  the  deputies  from 
"    .  the 
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the  fevcral  tow^s  and  diftri&s  in  the  province,  and 
the  writing  of  a  fetter  by  the  fekd-men  to  each  of 
the  faid  towtis  aiKl  diflrids,  for  the  ele£):ion  of  fuch 
deputies,  were  proceedings  fubverfive  of  govern- 
ment, and  evidently  manifefling  a  defign  on  the  in- 
habitants of  Boilbn,  to  fet  up  a  new  and  unconfU* 
tutional  authority  independent  of  the  crown.  The 
eledions  by  the  feveral  towns  and  diilrids  of  de- 
puties to  fit  in  the  Cpnvention,  and  its  meeting, 
were  aifo  declan;d  to  be  daring  infults  offered  to 
his  Majefty's  authority,  and  audacious  ufurpations 
of  the  powers  qf  government. 

In  the  addrefs,  the  greateil  fatisfa£tion  was  ex* 
prelTed  at  tb^  meafures  which  had  been  purfued  to 
fupport  the  conftitutxoni  and  to  induce  in  the  colo- 
ny of  Maffachufets  ^y  a  due  obedience  to  the  au- 
thority of  the  mother-country.  The  moft  inviola^ 
ble  refolution  was  declared,  to  concur  effedually  in 
fuch  further  meafures  as  might  be  judged  neceflary 
to  maintain  the  civil  magiftrate  in  a  proper  execu- 
tion of  the  laws ;  and  it  was  given  as  a  matter  of 
opinion.  That  nothing  would  10  effeclually  prefervc 
royal  authority  in  that  province,  as  bringing  the  au- 
thors of  the  late  unhappy  diforders  to  exemplary 
punifliment.  In  confcquence  of  this  opinion,  it 
was  earnefty  requelted,  that  Governor  Bernard 
might  be  direded  to  tranlrait  the  fuUeft  informa- 
tion that  could  be  procured  of  all  trcafons,  or  mif- 
prifion  of  treafon  committed  within  his  govern^ 
ment,  fmce  the  thirtieth  of  December  1767,  to., 
gethcr  with  the  names  of  the  perfona  who  were 
mod  active  in  perpetration  cdF  filch  offences,  that 
his  majeity  might  iuue  a  commiilion  for  inquiring 
into,  hearing,  and  determining  upon,  the  guilt  of 
the  offenders  within  this  realm^  purfuant  to  the  pro* 
vifions  of  a  ftatute  made  in  the  3otb  ycart>f  King 
Hcmy  VlIL  in  cafe  his  msyefty,  upon  Governor 
Bernard's  report,  ihould  fee  fumcicat  ground  foif 
fuch  a  proceeding. 

But 
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But  though  this  addrefs,  and  the  rcfplvitioxis  Aat    ijSg. 
accompanied  it,  were  carried  through  bo^i^  houfcs  .of  ^S.^vn-' 
parliament  by  a  great  majority,  np  mealures  u^^ere 
ever  oppofcd  with  more  finnncfs^  and  few  debates  '^^^ 
have  been  more  ably  managed,  diaatbofe  of  both  ^^"^^^"^ 
fide^  of  the  queftion.    The  Kockingham  and  Gren-  Ro^k- 
vJlle  parties,  fuppofed  to  be  irreconcilable  in  regard  ingham 
to  American  affairs,  united  on  this  occafron.     They  parties 
urged,  that  adraitJtipg  the  repeal  pf  the  Stamp  Aft  °PP^^ 
to  have  been  an  improper  meafure,  as  experience  \^l  ' 
feemed  to  prove,  yet  from  the  moment  of  that  re- 
peal the  policy  of  the  mother-country  was  altered, 
though  her  riglits  were  not  abridged,  as  an  attempt 
to  tax  the  colonies  no  longer  flood  on  its^^ancient 
foundation  of  wifdom  and  prafticability ;  that  it 
was  now  the  mode  with  thofe  who  had  been  the 
ca.ufe  of  all  the  prefent  diforders  in  America,  to 
leprefent  the  people  there,  as  nearly  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion  ;  and  thus  artfully  to  make  the  cauJfe  of 
the  miniflry  the  national  caufe,  and  to  perfuade  us, 
that  becaufe  the  coloni/ls  (aggravated  by  a  feries  of 
blunders  and-mifmanagements,  and  emboldened  by 
the  weakncfs  and  inconfiftancy  of  government)  have 
ihewn  their  impatience  in  the  commiffion  of  feveral 
irrcgularand  very  indcfcnfible  afts,  that  they  want 
to  throw  of  the  authority  of  the  mother-country  : 
that  it  was  indeed  true,  that  popular  prejudices 
were  very  dangeroufly  meddled  with,  and  therefore 
all  wife  governments  made  very  great  allowances 
for  them,  and  when  there  was  a  neceffity  for  coun- 
teraftii^g  them,  did  it  always  with  the  greateft  art 
and  caution ;   that  the  temper  of  our  American 
colonifts  in  this  refpcft,  was  well  known  from  the 
former  trial,  whicn  had  leaft  experiment  and  im- 
portance to  plead  ;  but  what   arguments  could  be 
urged  in  favour  of  the   prefent^  attempt,  or  what 
hope  entertained  that  it  would  meet  with  lefs  op- 
pohtion  ?— A  number  of  duties  were  laid  on,  which 
derive  their  confcquence  only  from  their  odioufhefs,    . 
and  the  mifchicfs  they  have  produced,  and  an  army 
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1769.    of  cuftom-houfc  ofEcers,  ftill  more  odious,  was 


v^v>^ 


fent  to  coUeft  them  ;  that  this  odioufnefs  chiefly 
arofe  frbman  opinion,  that  the  taxes  were  created 
for  the  officers,  as  indeed  they  could  fcarcely  ferve 
I  any  other  purpofe  ;  and  that  the  imprudence  of  the 
meafurc  had  made  another  army  neceffary  to  en- 
force it.  But  how  could  it  be  expefted  that  any 
fuch  meafurc  could  be  executed  without  force  ? — 
Had  not  thofe  who  were  the  framers  of  the  bill,  or 
at  leaft  under  whofe  aufpices  thefe  duties  were  laid 
on,  been  themfelves  the  zealous  fupporters*,  at  the 
head  of  that  opinion  which  totally  denies  the  right 
in  the  legiflature  to  tax  Apierica  ?  Had  not  their 
names  been  held  up  in  the  colonies  as  objefts  of 
the  higheft  veneration,  and  their  arguments  made 
the  foundation  of  whatever  was  there  underftood  to 
be  conftitutional  in  writing  or  fpeaking  ?— What 
wonder  then,  that  the  Americans,  with  fuch  great 
authorities  to  fupport  them  in  opinions  fo  flattering 
to  their  importance,  fhould  fly,  in  that  warmth  01 
paflion  naturally  infpired  by  a  difappointed  pride, 
into  the'greateft  extravagancies,  on  a  direft  and  im- 
mediate violation  of  what  they  were  taught  to  con- 
fider  as  their  mofl  undoubted  and  invaluable  rights ! 
Can  we  be  furprifed,  in  a  word,  that  fuch  unac- 
countable contradiftions  between  language  and  con- 
duft,  (hould  produce  the  unhappy  confequences 
which  we  now  experience  ? 

The  That  part  of  the  addrefs  which  propofcd  the 

bringing  bringing  of  delinquents  from  the  province  of  Maf- 
of  delm-  fachufets  Bay,  to  be  tried  at  a  tribunal  in  this  king- 
from  the  ^^^j  ^^^  Crimes  fuppofed  to  be  committed  there, 
province    nict  with  ftill  greater  oppofition  than  the  refolves, 

of  Maffa-  and  underwent  many  fevere  animadverfions.  Such 
chufets  a  pro- 

^o  be  - 

tried  in  «  'p;,^  ^^^.j  ^£  Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  and  others  of  the 

l!.iigland,  pa;  ty^  ^viio  were  equally  adive  in  procuring  the  repeal  of  the 
greatly  ftamp-2'^\,  and  in  opp'ofing  the  right  of  taxation  i  but  whp 
oppulcd.    aftenvards  acquiefced  at  leaft  10  the  port  duties. 
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a  proceeding  was  faid  to  be'  dire&ly  f:Qiltrfl(ry  to  the    1769. 
fpirit  of  our  coiiflituti9^    A.  man  charged  with  a  '^n/^^Ov/ 
crime  is,  by  the  laws  of  England,  .ufually  tried  in 
the  county  in  which  he  is  luppofed  to  have  com- 
mitted the  offence ;  in  order  that  the  ckcumilances 
of  his  crime  may  be  mor:e  ckarly  examined,  and 
that  tie  knowledge  .\^hich  the  jurors  there  receive 
of  his  general  charadcr,  and  of  the  credibility  of 
the  witneffes,  may  affifl  ti^m  in  pronouncing,  with 
a  greater  degree  of  certainty,  upon  his  innocence 
or  giult.     As  the  conititution  has  fecured  this  mode 
of  trial,  from  a  conviction  of  its  utility,  to  every 
fubjed  in  England,  under  whjit  colour  of  juftice 
can  he  be  deprived  of  it  by  going  to  America  ?-— Is 
his  life,  his  fortune,  his  char^der,  lefs  eftimablc  in 
the  ^yc  of  the  law  there  th?n  here  ?  or  arc  we  to . 
mete  out  different  portions  of  juftice  to  Britilh  fub-- 
jcSs,  which  are  to  leffen  in  degree,  in  proportion^ 
to  their  diftance  from  the  c^pitai  .of  the  empire  ?-f»: 
If  a  colonift  has  violated  the  Iaw$,  by  ;a  cril^^  com- 
mitted in  America,  let  him  be  tried  there  for  tha* 
offence ;   and  if  found  guilty^ .  pvjaiflied,  as  the  law -^ 
in  fuch  cafe  direfts :  but  let  him  not  be.torii  away^ 
to  the  dillance  of  above  three  thoufand  miles  acrofs 
the  ocean,  from  his  &mily,  his,  friends^  his  bufinefs, 
his  connexions;  from  every  affiftance,- countenance, . 
comfort,  and  counfel,  neceffary  to  fupport  a  man 
under  fuch  unhappy  circxmiftances,  to  be.  tried  by  a 
jury  who  are  not  in  reality  his  peers^ — who  are  pro- 
bably prejudiced  againft  him,   and  mSty  perhaps, 
think  Uxemfelves  interefted  in  his  convidion. 

It  was  replied  by  the  friepds  of  adminift  ration.  The  mi- 
that  the  repeal  of  the  itamp-a£t,  in.  its  confequences,  niftry 
had  difappointed  the  expeftations  of  the  fincerejw^jfy 
WcU-wiflicrs  of  America ;  ttot  inftead  of  producing  ^^'^^''J'^' 
the  hoped  for  effefts  of  gratitude  and  a  due  fub-  ^^^  '°^' 
miiEon  to  government,  in  return  for  the  tender 
confideration  (hewn  to  the  fuppofcd  dulreffes  of  the 
CQlonillsy  it  had  operated  in  fuch  a  manner  on  their 

licen* 


^J  TSeKlSrORYoftkf     *       CAia^.  B/ 

1769^  licentiouihe&,  as  tottiake  it  neccffaryto  eftAblHh 
^^i'^y^sj-  fome  pofithre  mark  erf  their  dependence  on  Ac 
mother-country ;  that  the  late  duties  fo  much  com- 
plained of,  were  for  one  of  the  very  reafons  now 
obje£led  to  them,  the  fihailniefs  of  theit  prroduce, 
chofe»  a^  fufficient  to  anf'i^er  diat  purpt)fe ;  tliey 
were  the  leaft  oppreffive  that  could  be  tftought  of^ 
and  the  leaft  grievous;  they  were  not'  internal 
taxes,  and  their  whole  produce  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  fupport  of  the  civil  eftablifliment  of  tne  co-* 
loniefr;  that  the  repubUcan  principles,  and  Keen- 
tipus  cQfpoiition  of  the  inhalntants  of  MafTachufets 
Bay,  bemg  operated  upon  by  fome  fafiious  and  de- 
figning  men  among  them,  had  broke  oat  into  a^ 
of  the  moft  daring  infolence,  and  the  moftoutra* 
geous  violence,  muchfufficientlydemonftrated  the 
original  heceffity  of  making  them  fenfible  of  their 
dependence  upon  the  BritSh  legiilature ;  t^at  by 
the  language  held  forth,  and  the  writings  publifhed 
among  them,  they  feemed  rather  to  confiaer  them- 
felves  as  members  of  an  independent  ilate,  than  as 
the  people  of  a  colony  and  province  belonging  to 
this  empire. 

Frotti  the  iH-judged  iyftem  of  policy,  it  was  ob- 
ftrved,  upon  which  the  government  of  that  pro- 
vince had  been  originally  eftablifhed,  the  council 
is  appointed  by  the  aflembly,  and  the  grand  juries 
are  eleded  by  the  townfliips  :  hence  thofe  faftioua 
men,  already  mentioned,  having  got  a  great  lead 
in  the  aifembly,  and  being  themfelves  the  rulers  of 
the  popular  phrenzy,  guided  and  direfted  according 
to  their  pleafure  the  whole  civil  government,  fa 
that  all  juftice  and  order  were  at  an  end  where-ever 
their  interefts  or  paffions  were  concerned  ;  that  ia 
foch.  circumftances  the  populace,  freed  from  all 
legal  reftraint«,  and  thofe  who  (hould  have  been  the 
fupporters  of  government  and  the  confervators  of 
the  public  peace,  fetting  the  firft  example  of  con- 
tempt ta  the  onb  themfelves,  and  giving  every  pri-* 

pri- 
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?ate  encouragement  to  the  breach  of  the  other,  had  1769. 
at  length  proceeded  to  the  comkniffion  of  fuch  atro- 
cious afts,  to  though  not  now  deemed  downright 
rebellion,  would  in  othier  times  have  been  confi- 
dcred  and  piiniflicd  as  fuch,  by  an  exertion  of  the 
lupreme  authority  of  Ae  ftatc,  or  a  regular  judg- 
ment of  la^ ;  and  which,  however  extenuated, 
were  offences  of  a  very  high  nature :  that  it  was 
therefore  fiill  time  for  gqvcmment  to  interfere, 
and  cffedually  to  curb  difordersi  which  if  fuffcred 
to  proceed  any  farther,  could  rip  longer  be  men- 
rioncd  by  Aat  name  ;  that  the  example  fet  by  the 
people  or  Bofton,  and  the  ralh  and  daring  meafure 
adopted  by  their  afiembly,  of  fending  circular  let- 
ters to  the  other  colonies,  had  already  produced  a 
great  efiedt ;  and,  unlefs  feafonably  checked,  wa& 
likely  to  have  fet  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America  in  a  flame ;  that  fome  fliips  of  war  and 
troops  were  accordingly  fent  to  Bofton,  where 
without  bloodihed,  or  coming  to  any  violent  ex- 
tremity, they  had  been'  able  to  reftore  order  and 
quiet  not  only  to  that  town,  but*  to  the  whole  pro- 
vince of  Maflachufets  Bay, 

It  was  farther  obferved,  that  nothing  but  the  mbft 
fpirited  and  vigorous  refolutions,  fupported  by  a 
Aicccffion  of  meafures,  equally  firm  and  vigorous^ 
could  bring  the  colonies  to  a  proper  fenfc  of  their 
Auty  and  their  dependence  upon  the  fuprcme  legi- 
2aturc ;  that  the  fohit  which  prevailed  in  Bofton 
was  fo  fubvcrfive  of  all  order  and  civil  governnsent, 
ind  the  conduft  of  the  mkgiftrates  had  left  Co  Kttle 
^oom  for  any"  hope  of  their  properly  fulfilling  their 
duty,  daring  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  fer- 
ment, that  it  became  abfoluteJy  neceffary  to  revive 
and  put  in  exectition  that  l^w  of  Henry  VIII*  by 
which  the  king  is  impowered  to  appoint  a  commiffion 
in  England,  for  the  trial  here  or  any  of  his  fubjefts: 
guilty  of  trcafon  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  that  un- 
ids  this  meafure  was  adopted,  the  moft  flagrant 

O  afts 
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1 76.9.  a£l»  of.  treafon  and  rebellion  might  be  cownjtted 
^^y^r^  in  that  town  and  proyince  with  impunity,  as  the 
qivil  power  there  was  neither  ddfpofed,  nbi*  $ble  to 
iake  cognizance  of  them ;  that  the  perfons  who 
were  guilty  of  thofq  criqie^,  and  who  had  alre^y 
oceafioned  fo  much  trouble  and  confuitgiii^  were  xiq 
objedts  of  compailion,  therefore  every  obiedlbii 
which  arofe  from,  anty  dif^^reeable  circunwanf^s. 
that  jmght  attend  this .  mode  of  bringing  them  to 
juilice  rcll  to.  the  ground^  as  theie  ought  c^ly  to  be 
confidered  as.a  fniaU  part  of  the  punimment  du^  to 
their  crimes ;  that  it  was  ungenerous  to  fu^)oie  go- 
vernment wouH  make  ;^  improper  ufe  of  ihi^  liiLW> 
by  the  harra0iQg  of  innocent  perK)ns,  apd  that  there 
wa^  no  reaibn  to  call  in  queltioa  the  integrity  or  the 
impartiality  of  our  jurie^^ 

Jan.  8,  Before  any  new.  mcafur^s  were  t^iken  with  re- 

>770'  fpe6}  to  America,  prany  material  change  had  hap*- 

A  new  penedia  the  affairs  of  that  continents  a  new  changq 

change;  tooK  place  lu  the  3ritife  miniftry.     L,ord  Camdea 

-kdftry.  ^^*^  '^^^^  ^^*^*>  ^^  ^  Dukp  <?f  Grafton  his 
^'  office  of  firflt  lord  of  the  treafury.    Various  oUier 

perfons  of  eminence  threw  up  their  places  ;  and 
the  .whole  adnmi^ation  {cemed  failing  to  pieces, 
when  the  promotion  of  pieman  gave  it  a  ftabiUtiy  ; 
which  it  had  not  known  ia  the  prefent  rejgn,  nor 
perhaps  in  any  reign  iince  the  days  of  EUzabeth. 
Lord  North  wa^s  appointed  fir(t  coxnmiiSioner  of  the 
Trealif ry,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  ^f  Grafton  j. 
whole  mcsqiacity  as  a  minifter  was  thought  to  be  <as 
evldei^y  as  hiis  accompliOjinetUs  a$  a  nobleman  are 
mw^terlalty  confciled*  From,  that  m<>n>ent,  a  more 
cQnrijQ;^nt  pjan^  in  regafd  to  America,  was  pvrfv^dai 
:uid .  greater  order  was  introduced  into  ev^ry  de- 
partmeot  dF  gorernmentl  The  new  minifter  im- 
mediately nujYcd  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re- 
peal ^o  much  of  the  laie  a^,  ivipo^ng  certain  port 
duties  in  America,  as  related  to  the  dAi.iies  on  paper> 
painJtera-colours,  and  glafs»    Thefe  he  obferved^i 

with 
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with  that  pfcrfeft  knowledge  of  trade  Mid  feianccs    1770. 
which  has  dtftiaguilhed  his  {idinimftration,  bei^g  v^^v^^ 
Britifli  manit&6lure$,  it  was  abfufd  to  tax  them;  but 
^at  tea  being  an  article  of  commerce^  it  was  pro-* 
per  the  tax  on  it  (honld  be  continued,  efpecially  as 
the  confomers  in  the  colonies  would  ftiU  have  it 
cheaper  than  the  people  in  England,  the  American 
portAiuty  being  nine-pence  per  pound  Icfs  than  Ac 
Britifli.     Ihls  wa^  found  reafonii^g  ;  and  though  a 
total  repeal  Was  warmly  contended  for,  his  lordship 
pcrfifted  in  his  motion,  and  carried  the  partial  re- 
peal.    It  would  perhaps  have  been  nK>re  confident, 
bovircvcTj  with  the  dignity  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of 
a  great  minifter,  to  have  relin^flied  the  duty  on 
tea  along  with  the  reft,  as  it  was  fcarcely  fnfficient 
to  anfwer  the  expence  of  coUe&ing  it,  and  to  have 
relied  upon  fome  future  occafion  for  aflcrting  the 
authmily  of  the  mother-country  over  her  colonies 
in  a  matter  of  more  importance,  fince  the  right  of 
taxation  was  rendered  indifputable  by  a  pofitiye  a^ 
of  the  fupreme  iegiflature'*. 

The  ftate  of  affairs  in  America  was  foon  after   j^^j  g^ 
brought  formally  under  the  confidfrration  of  parlia- 
ment,  in  conlequence  of   an  account  which  had  AmcH- 
been  received  of  an  alarming  riot  in  Bofton  between  canafFairs 
t^c    foldiers  and  the  inhabitants  f ;  and  a  motion  ^^^^^5 

^___^^___^ ^  confide-  ^ 

*   Other  argumeats  have  been  urged  againft  coatinuing  the  p^^ri^^, 
dsatj  upon  tea,  ariiing  from  an  expcrieDce  of  its  fatal  confe-  j^^q^ 
gp%ence€ ;  but   as  tfaele  could  not  be  forefi^en  at  this  tiin<e,  and 
were  tbe  refult  of  a  new  mcafurc,   adopted  from  too  partial  a 
reMrd  to  the  interdb  of  the  £aft  India  company^  the  author 
otthiB  work  has  paid  no  attention  to  them. 

■f  Various  accounts  of  this  unhappy  fray  have  been  publiHi- 
ed*  fbme  of  which  flatly  contradid  each  other  ;  but  the  truth 
appears  to  have  been  nearly  as  follows*  The  arrival  of  his  ma- 
jelty*«  troops  in  Bofton  being  extremely  difagrceable  to  the 
inhabitantty  every  method  was  ufed  to  feduce  them  from  their 
doty  ;  and  as  (bon  as  their  number  was  diminifhedy  by  the  de^ 
parture  of  two  raiments  for  Halifax,  a  reiblution  was  formed 
to  expel  tfaem*     "i^  foldiers  had  fbm«  intimation  of  this  in* 

untidQ> 
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1770.  waft  made  by  the  minority  for  an  addrefs  to  the 
^-'^^''^^  throne,  fetting  forth  the  necefSty  of  an  inquiry, 
how  the  miniilers  here,  no  lefs  than  the  officers 
there,  have  managed  fo  unfortunately  as  to  kixuUc 
,the  prefent  flame  of  diflention  between  the  mother- 
country  and  her  colonies.  In  fulfilling  this  duty, 
it  was  obferved,  the  matter  of  fed  muft  not  only  be 
confidercd,  but  the  right  of  things :  not  only  the 
turbulence  of  the  Americans,  but  the  caufe  of  that 
turbulence  ;  and  not  only  the  power  of  the  crown, 
but  the  equity  with  which  that  power  had  been  exer- 
cifed.  The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  great  majori- 
ty, as  were  feveral  refolutions  to  the  fame  purport : 
and  the  difpofition  of  the  colonies  to  difclaim  all 
dependence  on  the  mother-country ;  the  neceffity  of 
fupporting  its  authority  and  the  dignity  of  govern- 
ment; 

tention  ;  and  alfb  that  the  inhabitants  carried  weapons  conceal- 
ed under  their  cloaths,  and  meant  to  deftroy  thern^  as  they 
were,  **  now  but  a  handful ! "  the  figniHcant   language  ufed 
by  one  of  their  magiftrates  from  the  feat  of  juftice.     Infults 
and  injuries  took  place  daily^  after  this  fufpicion,  betweezi  the 
town's  people  and  the  troops,   till  the  hatred  of  the  former 
knew  no  bounds.     At  length,  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  March 
^  fcem  to  have  been  agreed  on  for  a  general  trial  of  ftrength. 
With  that  view  feveral   parties  of  the  militia  came  from  the 
country  armed,  in  order  to  Join  their  friends  ;  but  on  this^  as 
on  moll  occafions  of  a  fimifajr  nature,   the  impatience  of  the 
populace  brought  matters  to  extremity  before  the  fchcme  yhis 
ripe  for  execution.     On  Monday,  March  5,   1770,  two  foldicrs 
were  attacked  and  beat  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  alarm  bell  was  rung  in   order  to  colle£l  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  beacon  was  intended  to  be  lighted,  to  bring  in  aid  from 
the  diftant  country.     Captain  Prefton,  who  commanded   for 
the  day,  immediately  repaired  to  the  main  guard;  and  in  hi« 
way  thither  he  faw  the  people  in  great  commotion,  aad  heard 
them  ufe  the  moft  cruel  and  horrid  threats  again  ft  the  troopg. 
The  tumult  thickened  ;  a  reneral  attack  was  made  upon  the 
military  with   clubs  and  bludgeons,   after  mutual  injuries  had 
pafTed  between  individuals  ;  fome  of  the  foldiers,  provoked  by 
blows,  fired  upon   the  mob  ;  three  men  were  killed  upon  the 
fpot,  and  four  dangeroufly  wounded.     Through  the  ifitcrpofi- 
tion  of  Mr.  Hutchinlon,  the  lieutenant-governor,  farther  mif- 
chief  was  prevented  ;  but  he  was  under  tne  necdlity  of  order- 
ing the  troop's,  for  the  future,  to  confine  themfelvcs  to  Cdftlc 
Wililam. 
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xncnt;  the  right  of  the  crown  to  ftation  troops  in  1770. 
any  part  of  the  JBritifli  empire,  together  with  the 
neceffity  of  employing  them  to  fupport  the  laws, 
where  the  people  were  in  little  left  than  a  ftate  of  ■ 
rebellion,  were  urged  by  adminiftration  as  unari- 
fwerable  arguments  of  the  propriety  of  eftablifhin]^ 
a  military  force  in  America. 

The  neceffity  of  fuch  a  force  indeed  became 
every  day  more  evident.  The  difcontents  and  dif- 
orders  occafioned  by  the  port-duties,  continued  to 
accompany  the  remaining  one  upon  tea,  in  a  greater 
or  Icfe  degree,  tliroiigh  all  the  old  colonies  on  the 
continent.  The  fame  fpirit  pervaded  the  whole. 
Even  thofe  colonies  which  depended  moft  on  the 
mother. country  for  the  confumption  of  their  pro- 
ductions, entered  into  fimilar  affociations  with  the 
others ;  and  nothing  was  to  be  heard  but  refolu- 
tions  for  the  encouragement  of  their  own  manu- 
faftures,  the  confumption  of  home  produQs,  the 
difcouragement  of  foreign  articles,  and  the  retrench- 
mcnt  of  all  luperfluities.  Still,  however,  thefe  were 
only  fymptoms  of  difcontent,  which  had  little  eftcft 
on  the  trade  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
nics :  for  although  that  trade  had  fomewhat  ftag- 
nated  on  the  late  non  importation  agreement,  it  re- 
vived again,  and  even  flourifhed ;  and  though  the 
article  of  tea  was,  by  the  refolutioiis  of  feveral  co- 
lonies ftridly  prohibited,  it  continued  to  be  intro- 
duced both  from  England  and  other  countries  *, 
and  the  duties  were  paid,  though  with  fome  fmall 
appearance  of  exterior  guard  aiid  caution.  But  in 
the  meantime,  the  governors  of  moft  of  the  colo- 
nics, and  tlie  people,  were  in  a  continual  ftate  of 
warfere.  Affemblies  were  repeatedly  called,  and 
as  fuddenly  diflblved ;  and  while  fitting,  they  were 

wholly 

*  This  importation  from  other  countries  was  the  chief  reafon 
why  the  duty  was  continued,  tiiid  ^vh7  it  was  laid  in  America 
rRllicr  than  in  Englandi 
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1770.  \rhblly  em^oyed    in    reiterating  grievances  aad 
vv^^  franuDg  rcmoimranccs. 

Burning       Thc  grcatcft  outrage,  which  was  committed  in 
^^^^      this  ftate  of  difordcr,  happened  at  Providence  in 
fch^ner   ^^od^  Ifland^  where  his  Majcfty's  armed  fcbooner, 
7urfe  I  o,  the  Gafpee,  having  been  ftationed  to  prevent  the  fmu^* 
1772.     gling,  for  which  that  place  was  notorious,  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  officer,  who  commanded  the  veflcl,  fo 
enraged  tl|c  people,  that  they  boarded  her  at  mid- 
nighty  to  the  number  of  t^o  hundred  armed  men, 
and  after  wounding  him,  and  forcing  him  and  hts 
people  to  go  on  fhorc,  concluded  this  daring  exploft 
by  burning  tl^  fchooner.     Though  a  reward  of 
500L  together  with  a  pardon,   if  claimed  by  an 
accoAiplice,  was  ofiered  by  proclamation  for  the  dif- 
covering  and  apprehending  any  of  the  perfons  con- 
cerned m  this  atrocious  aft,  no  efieftual  difcovery 
could  be  made« 


Great 
heats  at 
Boflon, 
occafion- 
ed  by  the 
difcovery 
of  •ertain 
letters. 


An  odd  incident  happened,  which  fcrvcd  to  re^ 
vive,  with  double  force,  all  the  ill  temper  and  ani- 
molity  that  had  long  fubfiftcd  between  the  execu- 
tive part  of  government  and  the  people,  in  the  pro*, 
vince  of  Msrflachufet's  Bay.  ITiis  was  the  acciden*. 
tal  difcovery,  and  publication  of  a  number  of  con- 
fidential letters,  whicTi  had  been  written  during  the 
courfe  of  the  unhappy  difputcs  with  the  mother 
country,  by  the  then  governor  and  deputy-governor 
of  that  colony,  to  perfons  in  power  and  office  in 
England.  The  letters  contained  a  very  unfavour- 
able reprefeiitation  of  the  ftate  of  affairs^  the  tem- 
per  and  dilpofition  of  the  people,  and  the  views  of 
their  leaders,  in  that  province ;  and  tended  to  fhew, 
not  only  the  neceffity  of  the  moft  coercive  mea- 
furcs  ;  but  that  even  a  very  confideraUe ,  change  of 
the  conftitution,  and  fyftem  of  government,  wa^ 
neccfiarr,  to  fccure  the  obedience  of  the  colony. 


Thdc 
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Thefe  letters  indeed  were  in  part  confidential  and  1 772. 
private  5  but  the  people  of  the  coiony  infifted,  that  v.-^^^'x^ 
they  were  evidently  intended  to  influence  the  conr 
duit  q{  governmenty  and  mull  therefore  be  ihe\en 
to  fuch  perfons  as  had  an  intercft  in  prcferving  their 
pnyileges.  Upon  the  death  of  a  gentleman  in  whofe 
pofleilioii  thefe  ktteirs  then  haj^ned,  they  by  fomo 
Bieans  which  were  not  known,  fell  ti\to  the  hands 
of  tl^.  3^gcnt  for  the  colony  of  Mafl&ichufcts  Bav, 
v?ho  immediately  trwfauttcd  them  to  the  affembly 
of  th^t  province,  which  was  then  fitting  at  Boftom 
The  indignation  and  animofUy  which  ihefe  fetters 
excited  on  the  one  (ide,  and  the  confufion  on  the 
other,  neither  need  nor  admit  of  defcriptioii. 

After  feveral  violent  repDlutiona  in  the  houfe  of 
rejH^efentatives,  the  letters  were  prefcnted  to  the 
council)  under  tjie  ftridift  injun^ion  from  the  reprc^ 
fentative^,  that  the  perfons,  who  were  to  (hew  them 
&o^ld  not  by  any  meafts  fuffer  them,  even  for  a  . 
mqme^t,  out  ^  their  own.  immediate  hands.  Thia 
afiVpnt  to  the  governor  was  adopted  by  the  council; 
^d,  upon  his  reqiiiring  to  examine  the.  letters  that 
were  attributed  to  him.,  thereby  to  he  enabled,  cither 
to  acH99wl^dge .  them  if  genuine,  m  to  reprobate 
them  if  fpwipus^  that  board,  under  the  pretence  of 
this  reftri^ion^  ir^ufed  to  deliver  them  into  his 
han^s;  but  fent  ;^.oommittee  to  open  them  before 
him,  that  he  might  examine  the. hand  writing*  To 
this  indignity  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit,  as  well  as 
totfef  j^or^tmu^  of  acknowledging  the  fignaturc. 

« 

Sjarf\  2kmvf  fpurce  of  difcord  was  not  wanting  in  !««« 33. 
Aai  €qis>9y.    ThP  houjfe  of  aflcmWy  paffed  a  peti-  petition 
ti9»  JMi4  repp^sftrance  to  his  Majelly,  in  which  they  forthcre- 
chargfd  ih^ir  gftvcTOor  and  Ueutcnant-governor  with  moval  of 
bcif^  betrayers. of  tfeeir  trufts,  and  of, the  pcoplc^hcgo- 
t^«y  gPV^rocdj  of  giving  private,  partial,  and.  falfc  ^^J'Jl^^^ 
jpt9l3l^*tipn }  declared  them  enemies  to  the  colony,  tenant^ 
9IH1  prayed  for  i«kftice  againft  them,  and  for  their  governor 

fpeedy 
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1 772#    fpccdy  removal  from  their  places^    So  wide  was  the 

U/w/    difcontent,  and  {6  weak  the  powers  of  government 

in  that  aflembly,  that  thefe  charges  with  many 

otbert ,  were  earned  through  by  a  majority  of  8  2  to  1 2 . 

«773*  As  we  have  juft  obfcrved,  the  Article  of  tea  to  be 
continued  notwithftanding  the  ftrong  refolutions  of 
the  coloniils,  to-be  ftill  imported  into  America ;  yet 
by  the  advantages  which  foreigners  had  in  the  lale 
or  th^  low  priced  teas,  as  well  as  the  general  ddiUnt 
attending  the  Britiih  teas,  which,  as  bearing  a  par- 
liamentary duty,  were  confidered  as  inftruments  of 
flavery,  the  Eafl:  India  company  was  thought  to  fuf-' 
fer  much  by  the  difpute  with  the  colonies. 

Scheme        Thus  circumftanced,  the  miriifter  in  the  laft  fef- 
for  the      fion,  as  fome  apparent  confolation  te  that  company 
^*P^'    for'  the  ftrong  meafurcs  which  were  then  purfued 
t^V  the  ^^8^^"^  ^^  '^y  government,  brought  in  a  bill,  by  which 
Eaft  In-    ^cy  were  enabled  to  export  their  teas,  duty  free, 
dia  com-  to  all  places  wfaatfoever.    In  coT^equence  of  thi^ 
pany  to     meafure,  the  company  departed  in  fome  degree  from 
^^^^"     its  eftablifhed  mode,  of  difpofmg  ol  its  teas  by 
^'"^^      public  fales  to  the  merchants  and  dealers,  and  adopt- 
ed the  new  fyftem,  of  becoming  its  own  exporter 
and  faftor.     Several  Ihips  were  accordingly  freight- 
ed with  teas  for  the  different  colonies  by  the  com- 
pany, where  it  alfo  appointed  agents  for  the  di%oial 
of  that  commodity.  •  < 

The  fuccels  of  this  fcheme,  ant^  any  utility  to  be- 
derived  from  it,  if  it  did  fuccecd,  were  at  the  time 
much  queftioned:  fome  aftivc^  members  hi  that 
company,  and  one  gentleman  of  great  confiderwion 
amongft  them,  remonftrated  againft*  it,  as  rather 
calculated  for  the  eftablifliment  of  the  revenue  law 
in  America,  than  as  a  favour  of  fcrvice  to  the  com- 
pany. It  is  true,  that  they  had  then  about  iigven** 
teen  millions  of  pounds  of  tea  in  their  ware-houfes  ^ 
but  though  thU  appeared  an  immcnfc  quantity -to^ 

.  thofc 
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thofc  who  were  riot  vcrfed  ill  the  flatc  of  the  trade,    i775. 
it  ^as  faiii,  in  reality  t^  be  only  equal  to  about  two  v.«'^">^^^ 
years  ufual  confumption,  and  it  wasr  always  intend- 
ed to  have  a  yeiax's  ftock  in  handi 

Tt  apJ)feiaLr8  that  thfe  company  was  not  itTelf  quite 
fatisfied  as  to  the  utility  of  this  meafure,  and  accord- 
ingly confulted  fome  of  the  mott  eminent  perfons  in 
the  tea  trade  upon  the  fubjeft.    By  fome  of  the 
moft  intelligent  of  thefe  it  was  reprcfcntcd,  as  the 
wildeft  fcheme  that  could  bb  imagined,  and  the  moil 
remote  from  affording  the  relief  which  they  wanted; 
That  even  fuppofing  it  attended  with  all  tne  fuccefs. 
of  which"  it  was  poffibly  capable,  the  returns  would 
be  too'  flow'  and  too.  precarious,  to  fupply  in  any 
degree  the  company's  profent  exigencies  in  point  of 
cam;  that  bii  the  other  hand  it  would  certainly  be 
offering  the^  greateft  injury  to  the  merchants,  who 
were  their  eftabliflied  and  never-failing  cuftomers  ; 
who  piirchafed  their  teas  at  all  ri&s,  and  paid  vaft 
fums  of  ihoriey^  at  ftated  times  independent  of  them. 
Certaih  meafures  w'ere  alfd  propofedj  telative  ^0  the 
holding  of  two  public  falcs  within  given  diftances 
of  timc^  by  wHicli  tHc  company  would  not  only  dif- 
pofcof  ali  its  tea«j  but  would  receive,  as  they  fup- 
pofcd,  by  the  firft  payment,  at  the  end  only  of  five 
monthsj  no  lefs  than  i',2oo^oooL  ii^  taih :  a  fum  fo 
confidcrable,  andto  be  paid  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  that 
it  would  probably  enable  them  to  refrain  from  the 
fatal  loan,  which  t^ey  were  negociating  ^ith  the 
public*    The  firft'  meafurc,  being  a  favourite  with 
governnienti  was  adopted,  notwithftanding  thcfc 
reafons  and  propofals. 

If  fuch  were  the  opinions  formed  upon  this  fcheme 
atliome,  it  was  univerfally  conlidered  in  the  colo* 
nies,  as  calculated  merely  to  circumvent  them  into 
a  compliance  with  the  revenue* law,  and  thereby 
open  the  door  to  an  unlimited  taxation.  For  it  was 
eafily  /ecu,  that  if  the  tea  was  once  landed  and  in 

P  the 
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1773.   the  cuftodyof  the  confignees,  no  aflfociations,  nor 


V-/V^^ 


other  meafures,  would  be  fufficient  to  prevent  its 
fale  and  confumption ;  and  nobody  could  pretend  to 
imagine,  that  when  taxation  was  eftablifhed  in  one 
inllance,  it  would  reftrain  itfelf  in  others.  Befidcs 
that  all  the  dealers  both  legal  and  clandeftine,  who 
as  tea  is  an  article  of  fucn  general  confumption  ia 
America,  were  extremely  powerful,  faw  their  trade 
taken  at  once  out  of  their  hands.  They  fuppofed  it 
would  all  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  company's  con- 
fignees,  to  whom  they  muft  become  in  a  great 
meafure  dependent,  if  they  could  hope  to  trade  at 
all.  The  Eaft  India  company  by  the  late  regula- 
tions was  brought  entirely  under  tie  diredion  of  go- 
vernment. The  confignecs  were  of  courfe  fuch  as 
favoured  adminiftration,  and  for  that  reafon  the  moft 
unpopular  people  in  America.  Particularly  at  Bof- 
ton,  they  were  of  the  family  and  neareft  eonneftions 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  whofe  letters  as  we  have  ob- 
ferved,  had  ait  that  time  kindled  fuch  prodigious 
heats  and  animofitics  among  the  people.  It  was  at 
an  unlucky  time  that  they  thought  they  faw  a  mio- 
nopoly  formed  in  favour  of  the  moft  obnoxious 
perfons,  and  that  top  for  the  purpofc  of  confirming 
an  odious  tax.  Tnc  fame  fpirit  feemed  to  run 
like  wildfire  thrdughout  the  colonies,  and  without 
any  apparent  previous  concert,  it  was  every  where 
determined,  to  prevent  the  landing  of  the  teas  at 
all  events. 

particular  At  the  fame  time.  The  £aft-India  company  be- 
caufcs  came  fo  exceedingly  odious  to  the  people,  that  a 
vrhich  jj^gj.^  oppofition  to  her  interefts,  abflrafted  from  all 
w  render-  ^^^^^  caufes,  would  have  cmbarraffed  any  meafure 
ing  that  that  was  undertaken  in  her  favour.  The  colonifts 
meafure  faid,  that  fhe  was  quitting  her  ufual  line  of  condud, 
more  gc-  and  wantonly  becoming  the  inftrument  of  giving 
ob  *.  ^^^*cy  t^  ^  '^w  which  they  detefted :  thereby  in- 
Q.^^  '  volving  them,  as  they  affirmed,  in  the  prefent  dan- 
gefous  dilemma,  either  of  fubmiffion  to  the  efta- 

*bU(h- 
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blifluncnt  of  a  precedent  which  they  deemed  fetal  to    1773. 
•their,  liberties,  or  of  bringing  matters  to  a  crifis  ^<^^vn^ 
which  they  dreaded,  by  adopting  the  only  means 
that  fecmed  left  to  prevent  its  execution. 

As  the  time  approached  when  the  arrival  of  the  Rcfolu- 
tca  fliips  for  the  execution  of  the  new  plan  was  ex-  **^"8  ^^^^ 
pcfted^  the  people  affembied  at  different  places  in  ^^*"^^^^J 
great  bodies,  and  began  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  ^nto7o 
fcemed  moft  cffeftual  to  prevent  the  landing  of  their  prevent 
cargocg.    The  tea  confignees,  who  had  been  ap-  the  land- 
pointed  by  tlic  E.  I.  company,  were  obliged  in  moft  *"S  ^^ 
places  (and  in  fome,  at  the  peril  of  life  as  well  as       ^^^^' 
property)  to  relinquifli  their  appointments,  and  to 
enter  into  public  engagements  not  to  aft  in  that 
capacity.     Committees  were  appointed  by  the  peo-  Commit- 
pic  in  different  towns  and  provinces,  wnom  they  tees  ap- 
armed  with  fuch  powers  as  they  fuppofcd  themfelves  po^'^^ccL 
enabled  to  beftow.   They  were  authorized  to  infpeft 
merchants  books,  to  propofe  tefts,  to  punilh  thofe 
whom  they  confidered  as  contumacious,  by  the  dan- 
gerous profccution  of  declaring  them  enemies  to 
their  country,  and  of  affembling  the  people  when 
they  thought  neceffary.     In  a  word,  their  powers 
were  as  mdefinite,  as  the  authority  under  which 
they  afted. 

In  the  tumultuous  affemblies  which  were  fre-  Tumul- 
qucntly  held  upon  this  occafion,  numbp rlefs  refolu-  ^"oiis  af- 
tions  were  paffed,  extremely  derogatory  with  refped  ^f^u'*^* 
to  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  legiflature.    Inflam-  people 
matory  hand-bills,  and  other  feditious  papers  were  in  difFe- 
continually  publilhed ;  nor  were  the  conduftors  of  »*cnt  colo* 
news-papers,  nor  the  writers  of  various  pamphlets, 
much  more  guarded  in  their  conduct,  or  temperate 
in  their  manner.     Even  at  Philadelphia,  which  had 
been   fo  long  celebrated,  for  the  excellency  of  its 
Ik>Iice  and  governnient,  and  temperate  manners  of 
its  inhabitants,  printed  papers  were  difperfed,  warn- 
ing, ijjc  pUots^  on  the  river  Delaware,  not  to  conduft 

any 
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nies. 
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X 773*  aiiy  of  thcfc  tc?i  Ihips  into  their  Itarfeojir,  vhich  were 
*^<^^V  only  .fent  for  the  piirppfe  of  ciifl?iving  and  poifoning 
?ill  the  Americans ;  at  the  fame  time,  gWing  thcni 
plainly  to  i\n,derftaJid  U  was  e^pcCled,  that  they 
vrould  apply  their  knowledge  pf  the  river,  under 
the  colour  of  thcjr  profcflionj  in  foch  ?  manner, 
^  would  cflfc£ijasjily  |f  cure  their  country  from  fo 
imminent  2^  ^f^S^^.  At  NcwrYprJk.,  in  a  fuiiilar 
publication,  tho^  ih^p?  ^rp  ftid  to  he  lojden  with 
'  the  fetters  which  h^d  p^W  forgpd  jfor  them  in  Great- 
Britain,  ^d  f very  yeo^e^qp  is  depovjinced  ^gainfl; 
^11  p^rfons,  who  df  re  m  any  mq^nner  cpntribute  to 
the  introdudioh  or  thoie  (;hain$.  ^11  the  colonics 
feemed  to  have  jnilantly  united  \n  tbi^  ppint. 

Three  The  town  pf  BoftojD,  ivhich  had  been  fo  long 

ftips  la-    obnoxious  to  government,  was  the  fccne  of  the  firjt 

den  with   outrage,    Three  ^.ips  laden  with  te?,  havipg  arriv- 

ij^oftoq!  ^4  ^  ^M  port,  the  captftin^  were  tcrrifiotj:  into  a 

'  concciEpn,  that  if  they  Vl^re  pcrniitted  by  the  con- 

iignpcs,  the  board  of  cuftoras,  and  tile  Fort  of  Caftlc 

William,  they  ^buld  rptijrn  with  their  cargoes  to 

England-    Thefe  promifes  cpuld  npt  be' fulfilled  j 

the  coniignces  rcfufed  to  difcharge  the  captains  froin 

the  obligations  under  which  they  were  chartered 

for  the  aelivcry  of  their  cargoes  ;  the  cuftom-houCe 

refufed  them  clearance  for  their  return  :-^and  the 

governor  to  gr^t  them  a  paflport  for  clearing  the 

fort. 

In  this  ftate,  it  was  eafily  feen  by  the  people  of 
the  town,  that  the  ftups  lying  fo  near,  the  teas  would 
be  landed  by  degrees,  notwithftanding  any  guard 
they  could  ^eep,  or  meafures  tal^e  to  prevent  it ; 
and  it  was  ^s  well  knpwn,  that  if  they  were  landed, 
nothing  could  preyent  their  bping  dilpofed  of,  and 
thereby  the  purpofc  of  eftablilhing  the  monopoly, 
and  raifipg  a  revemje  fulfilled.  To  prevent  this 
dreadful  confequence,  a  number  of  armed  men, 
Dec.  18.  yndcr  thic  difguifc  of  Mohawk  Indians,  boarded  the 
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ihipS)  and  in  ^  few  hours  difchargcd  the  whole  car-    1773. 
goes  of  tea  into  the  fca,  without  doing  any  other  v^^vn^ 
damage,  or  offering  ^ny  injury  to  the  captains  or 
crews.     Jt  was  remarkable,  that  the  government,  "^  ^"^ 
ciicil  power,  garrlfon  of  Fori  William,  ^d  armed  ^^own 
ihips  in  the  harbour,  were  totally  inaftivc  upon  this  into  the 

Dccafion,  ,      fca. 

*.  •    *  '        ■       ' 

Some  fmaller  quantities  of  tea,  met  afterwards  SJmBar 
Tvith  a  fimilar  fate,  at  Boftpn,  and  a  few  other  ?utragcf 

E laces ;  but  in  general,  the  commiflioners  for  the  J,°jJ|J*^ 
tic  of  that  commodity,  haying  been  obliged  to  re-  places ; 
linquifii  their  employment,  and  no  other  perfons  moft  ftf 
daring  to  receive  the  cargoes  whicli  were  cpnfigned  ^**5  ^^ 
to  them,  the  mafters  of  the  tea  veffcls,  from  thcfc  ^^^  . 
circumftances,  as  well  as  from  a  knoAv ledge  of  dan-  ^^  r^um 
gcr,  and  the  determined  refolution  of  the  people,  home 
readily  complied  with  the  terms  which  were  pre-  '^^ith 
fcribcd,  of  returning  dire^ly  to  England,  without  ^^^^^ 
entangling  themfelves  by  any  entry  at  the  cuftom-  ^^j^' 
houfcs.     At  New- York  it  was  indeed  landed  under  entire 
the  cannon  of  a  man  of  war.    But  the  government  fchemc 
there  were  obliged  to  confcnt  to  its  being  locked  ^'cn^cred 
up  from  ufe.     In  South  Carolina  fome  was  thrown  ^^^^^ 
into  the  river  as  at  Bofton.  abortive, 

« 
Sucb  was  the  iffue  of  this  unfortunate  fchemct 
Some  difpofition  to  thefe  ditturbances  was  known 
pretty  early ;  but  as  their  utmoft  extent  was  ilill 
unknown,  the  meeting  of  parliament  was  deferred 
^nt)l  after  the  tiolidays,  the  tranfaftions  of  which, 
with  refpefl  to  American  affairs,  will  more  properly 
ppme  under  the  head  of  oijr  third  chapter. 
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dfummaiy  account  of  ail  the  A^eMcan  a^s^  pajfed  in  the  Bri* 
tijh  parliament^  fr^m  January   15,    1774,    ^^   '^^   ^^<^  of^ 
June  folloiiiing* 

Jan.  13.  npHE  fpeecb  from  the  throne  at  the  opening  of 

^^774^     X    tWs  parliament,  January  i ^th,  1 774,.  contain- 

Parlia-    ^^  nothing  very  ftriking*     Buiinefe  of  common 

mcnt*"     occurences  engroffcd  the  attention  of  the  houfc, 

meets.      until  the  American  difpatches   arrived,  March   7, 

which  brought  advice  of  the  outrages  committed 

Mcffagc    C)n  board  the  tea  (hips  at  Bofton.     This  intelligence 

relative     occafioncd  a  meffage  from    the  throne  tp   both 

to  the       houfes,  in  which  they  were  informed,  that  in  confe- 

tionsTn     ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^  unwarrantable  practices  carried  on  in 

America.  North  America,  and  particularly  of  the  violent  and 

outrageous  proceedings  at  the  town  and  port  of 

Bofton,  with  a  view  of  obftruding  the  commence 

of  this  kingdom,  and  upon  grounds  and  pretences 

immediately  fubvcrfive  of  its  conftitution,   it  was 

thought  fit  to  lay  the  whole  matter  before  parlia-* 

racnt, 

Amen-  This  meflTage  was  attended  with  a  great  number 
can  pa-  q{  papers  relating  to  the  late  tranfaftions  in  the 
Crr^th  ^^'^^i^s,  containing  copies  and  extracts  of  letters 
Houfe.  from  the  feveral  governors ;  from  the  commander 
of  the  forces  ;  from  the  admiral  in  Bofton  harbour ; 
from  the  confignecs  of  the  tea  at  Bofton,  to  one  of 
the  ringleaders  of  the  faftion  in  that  town,  with 
votes  and  refolves  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  previous 
to  the  landing  of  the  tea,  and  narrative^  of  the 
tranfaftions  which  fucceeded  that  event,  &c.  &c. — 
— ^They  alfo  contained  details  from  the  different 
governors,  of  all  tranfafl;io>is  relative  to  the  teas, 
which  t^ok  place  in  their  refpeftive  governments, 
from  the  firft  iittelligence  of  their  being  ftiipped  in 
Kngland,  to  the  dates  of  thefe  letters,  which  were 
in  number  109. 

As 
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As  the  fame  fpirit  pervaded  tl^e  whole  continent,    1774* 
fo  the  fame  language,  fentiment,  and  manner,  pre-  ^^^'vx^ 
vailed  in  all  thcfe  written  or  printed  pieces,  whether 
circulated  in  the  province  of  MafTachufet's,  or  in 
the   other  colonies. 

The  prefentment  of  the  papers  was  accompanied 
with  a  comment  upon  them,  and  particularly  thofe  Com- 
that  related  to  the  tranlaftions  at  Bofton,  in  which  ^^^^^^ 
the  conduft  of  the  governor  was  dcfcribed  and  ap- 
plauded, and  that  of  the  prevailing  fadion  repre- 
fented  in  the  moll  atrocious  light.  It  was  laid  that 
he  had  taken  every  meafure  which  prudence  could 
fuggcft,  or  good  policy  juftify,  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  Eaft-Jndia  company^s  property,  the  fafety  of 
the  confignees,  and  the  prcferving  of  order  and 
quiet  in  the  town. 

That  he  had   it  undoubtedly  in  his  power,  by  Condud 
calling  in  the  affiftance  of  the  naval  force  which  was  ^^  '^^ 
in  the  harbour,  to  have  prevented  the  deftruftion  ^^f^j^ 
of  the  tea  ;  but  as  the  leading  men  in  Bofton  had  ^d 
always  made  great  complaints  of  the  interpofition 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  charged  all  difturban- 
CCS    of  every  fort  to  their  account,  he  with  great 
prudence  and  temper,  determined  from  the  begin- 
ning to  decline  a  meafure,  which  would  have  bpen 
fo  irritating  to  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  and  might 
well  have  hoped,  that  by  jthis  confidence  in  their 
conduft,  and  truft  repofed  in  the  civil  power,  he 
fhould  have  calmed  their  turbulence,  andpreferved 
xhc  public  tranquillity. 

Thus,  faid  the  minifters,  the  people  of  Bofton 
were  fairly  tried.  They  were  left  to  their  own  con- 
duct^  and  to  the  exercife  of  their  judgment,  and 
the  refuh  has  given  the  lie  to  their  former  profeffions. 
'ITiey  arc  now  without  an  excufe :  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  within  that  province,  are 
found  infufhcient  to  prevent  the  moft  Violent  out- 

rages.  ^^ 


J774- 

Reafons 
affigned 
for  coer- 
five  mea- 
fures. 


An  ad- 
drefs  to 
the 
Throne. 


The  Mi- 
tiifter'a 
adfan- 
taffe  in 
this  ad* 
drefa. 


It  was  cohchidcd  upon  tht  whole,  that  by  an  inipar- 
fial  review  of  the  papers  now  before  thenij  it  would 
manifefUy  appear,  that  notliing'  could  "be  done  ei±er' 
by  civil,  mifitary,  or  naval  officers,  to  effeduate  the 
re-eftablifhment  of  tranquility  and  order  in  that 
province,'  without  additional  parliamentary  powers 
to  give  efficacy  to  their  proceedings. 

That  it  was  therefore  incumbent  6rt  eiVefry  mem- 
ber to  weigh  and  confider,  with  an  attention  i\iit- 
jtblc  to  the  great  importance  of  the  fubjeS:,  the  puf- 
ix)rt  of  the  papers  before  them,  and  totally  laying 
all  prejudices  afidc,  to  form  his  opinion  upon  the 
meafures  mofl:  eligible  to  be  purfucd,  for  fapport- 
ing  the  fupremc  legiflative  authority,  the  dignity  of 
parliatncnt,  and*  t&c  great  imerefts  of  the  Britifli 
Empire.  This  is  in  fubftance  what  wa^  urged  by 
miniftry  upon  the  fubjeft  when  they  prefented  the 
papersi 

The  ipmt  il6\f  raifed  agamft  the  Aniericans  be-* 
came  as  high  and  as  fltong  as  could  be  defired, 
both  within  and  without  the  noufe.  In  this  temper 
a  motion  was  made  for  an  addreis  to  the  throne', 
«  to  return  thanks:  for  thc:mdffa]je,  and*  the  graci- 
ous communication  of  the  American  papefs,  with' 
an  affurance  that  they  would  not  fail  to  txttt  every 
meany  in  their  power,  oi^  cffeftually  providing  for 
objefts  fo  important  to  thegfeneral  welfart,  as  main- 
taining^ the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  and  fccurfttg. 
the  juft  dependence  of  the  colonies  upon  the  crown 
and  parliament  of  Great  Britain." 

By  the*  voting  this  siddrcfs  mmiflry  gained  a 
greater  advantage  than  at  firft  appeared,  for  they, 
found*  by  the  difpofi^icm  of  the  houfc  which  was 
ftrongly*  againft  all  retrofpeft^  that  they  would  con- 
fine themfelvesr  to  the  mere  mifbehaviour  of  the 
Americans.  The  violence  of  the  Americans  was 
public  and  unqueitioiied^  and  when  the  enquiry  was 

C(»l* 
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confined  to  that  ground,  it  would  be  eafy  to  carry  1774. 
any  propolition  againfl  them.  It  was  of  great  con-  v^vn^ 
fcquence  to  the  minifter,  that  no  patt  whatfoevcr 
of  the  weaknefs  and  diforderly  ftate  of  fo  many 
governments,  fli6uld  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  thofc 
who  had  for  fome  years  the  cijtire  dircdion  of  them 
in  their  hands* 

As  the  ftcrm  which  Was  gathering  agaiiift  the  Petition 
colonies  would  probably  be  direfted  againft  Maffa-  J**^^'!!**, 
chufet's  Bay,  Mr.  Bollan,  agent  for  the  co^nciI  of  [^^"j£ 
that  province,  thought  it  neceflary  to  prcfent  to  the  ^gtnu 
houfe,  by  way  of  precaution,  a  petition  defiring 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  lay  before  the  houfe     - 
the  aJJa  regia  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  her  fiicceflbrs, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  Planters,  and  their  defccn- 
dents,  and  the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  their  liber- 
ties. Thefe  documents  he  prefumed  had  never  been 
laid  before  the  houfe,  nor  had  the  colonies  ever  had 
an  opportunity  to  afcertain  and  defend  thefe  rights. 
This  petition  was  received  without  difBculty>  and 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table* 

The  minifter,  after  having  moved  that  the  King's  Conditi- 
meflagc  of  the  7th  of  March  (hould  be  read,  opened  on  of  the 
his  plan  for  reftoration  of  peace,  order,  jiiftice,  and  p^^^^.j, 
commerce  in  Maffachufet's   Bay,   by    propbfing, 
"  that  the  town  of  Bofton  (hould  be  obliged  to  pay 
*♦  for  the  tea  which  had  been  deftroyed  in  their 
"  port ;  alfo  fecurity  to  be  given  in  future,  that 
**  trade  may  be  fafely  carried  on,  property  proteft- . 
**  cd,   laws    obeyed,   and   duties  regularly  paid. 
"   Othcrwifc  the  punilhment  of  a  finde  illegal  aft 
"  is  no  reformation/*    It  ^oul4  be  therefore  pro- 
per to  take  away  from  Bofton  the  privilege  of  a  port 
until  his  Majefty  (hould  be  fatislied  in  thefe  parti- 
culars, and  puUicly  declare  in  council,  on  a  prof^r 
certificate  ot  the  good  behaviour  of  the  town,  that . 
he  was  fo  fatisfied. — By  this  Bofton  might  certainly   * 
faffcn     But  (he  ought  to  fuffer ;  and  by  this  refe- 
ct lution 
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1774. 


lution  would  fuffer  far  lefs  punifhment  than  her 
delinquencies  fiillv  juiLified.    For    ihe    was    not 
wholly  precluded  from  all  fupply.    She  was  by  this 
propolition  only  to  be  virtually  removed  feventeen 
miles  from  the  fea.    The  duration  of  her  punifh- 
ment was  entirely  in  her  own  power.    For  when 
fhe  (hould  difcharge  this  juft  debt  to  the  £•  I.  com- 
pany which  had  been  contracted  by  her  own  vie* 
fence,  and  given  full  afiurances  of  obedience  in 
future  to  the  laws  of  trade  and  revenue ;  there  was 
no  doubt,  but  that  his  Majefty,  to  whom  he  pro* 
pofed  to  leave  that  power,  would  again  open  the 
port,  and  exercife  that  mercy  which  was  agreeable 
to  his  royal  difpofition ;  whereupon  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a  bill  "y^r  the  immediate  removal  of  the 
ort-bOl,  **  officers  concerned  in  the  colledion  of  the  cu/tomsfrom 
rought '  *'  ihe  town  ofBoJlon  in  the  province  of  the  Maffacbu* 
in,  Man  «« fefs  Bay^  in  North  America^  and  to  difcontinue  the 
landing  and  difcbarging,   lading  and  Jhipping  of 
goods  J  waresy  and  merchandize  at  thefaid  town  of 
Bo/ion^  or  within  the  harbour  thereof*' 


Bofton 


I 


cc 
cc 


cc 


At  the  firil  introdudion  it  was  received  with  very 
general  applaufe.  The  equity  of  obliging  a  delin* 
quent  town  to  make  fatisfadion  for  the  diforders 
which  arofe  from  their  factious  fpirit,  and  negligent 
police,  was  fo  ilriking,  that  many  things  which 
might  appear  exceptionable  in  the  zSt  were  over- 
looked. The  cry  raifed  againft  the  Americans^ 
partly  the  natural  effedl  of  their  own  a£ts,  and  part- 
,iy  of  the  operations  of  government,  was  fo  ftrong  as 
nearly  to  overbear  the  mod  refolute  and  determined 
in  the  oppofition.  Several  of  thofe  who  had  been 
moft  fanguine  favourers  of  the  colonies  now  con- 
demned their  behaviour ;  and  applauded  the  mea- 
fure,  as  not  only  juft,  but  lenient. 

Second  But  jn  the  progrefs  of  the  bill,  oppofition  fecmcd 
from  Bol-  ^^  coUeft  itfelf,  and  to  take  a  more  aftive  part. 
Itn  refu-  ^^^  BoUan^  the  agent  of  the  council  of  Maflachu- 
f«d,  fct's 


Chap.  III.        Civil  War  in  A  M  E  R  t  C  A.  fi  15 

kt*s  Bay,  prcfcntcd  a  petition,  defirin?  to  be  heard    1774. 
for  the  faid  council,  and  in  behalf  of  himfelf  and  v-^vxj 
other  inhabitants  in  the  town  of  Bofton.   The  houfe 
refiifed  to. receive  the  petition*    It  was  faid,  that 
the  agent  of  the  council  was  not  agent  for  the  cor- 
poration, and  no  agent  could  be  received  from  a 
body  corporate,  except  he  were  appointed  by  ali 
the  neccflary  conftitucnt  parts  of  that  body.    Be- 
fidea,  the  council  was  fluduating,  and  the  body  by 
which  he  was  aj^inted  could  not  be  then  actually 
exifting.    This  vote  of  rcjcftion  was  heavily  ccn- 
fured.   The  oppofition  cried  out  at  the  inconfiftency 
of  the  houfe,  who  but  a  few  days  ago  received  a 
petition  from  this  very  man  in  this  very  charaftcr  5 
and  now,  only  becaufe  they  chufe  to  exert  their 
power  in  ads  of  injuftice  and  contradidion,  totally 
refufe  to  receive  any  thing  from  him,  as  not  duly 
qualified.    Were  not.  the  reafons  equally  ftrong 
againfl  receiving  the  firfl  as  the  fecond  petition  r 
But  what,  they  aflerted,  made  this  conduct  the 
more  unneceflary  and  outrageous,  was,  that  at  that 
time  the  houfe  of  lords  were  a&ually  hearing  Mr. 
Boilan  on  his  petition,  as  a  perfon  duly  qualified, 
at  their  bar.    Thus,  faid  they,  this  houfe  is  at  once 
in  contradidion  to  the  other,  and  to  itfelf.     As  to 
the  reafons  given  againft  his  qualification,  they  are 
equally  applicable  tb  all  American  agents ;  none  of 
whom  are  appointed  as  the  miniftcr  now  requires 
they  ihould  be — ^and  thus  the  houfe  cuts  off  all  com*- 
munication  between  them  and  the  colonies  whom 
they  are  affeding  by  their  ads. 

The  bill  pafled  the  houfe  on  the  25th  of  March,  pafTed, 
and  was  carried  up  to  the  lords,  where  it  was  like-  Mar.  2$. 
vife  warmly  debated,  but  as  in  the  commons,  it 
pafled  without  a  divifion.    It  received  the  royal 
alTcnt  on  the  31ft  of  March. 

The  difpoiltion  to  carry  things  to  extremities 
with  America  was  become  very  general ;  and  as 

the 
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the  repeal  of  the  ftamp*ad  vas  much  condemned  by 
the  minifterial  fide,  and  its  authors  greatly  decried, 
they  repofed  the  highcft  confidence  in  the  fucceik 
of  mcaiUres  of  a  contrary  nature. 

The  Bofton  port  bill  formed  only  one  part  of  the 
coercive  plan  propofcd  by  the  miniftry  as  the  effec- 
tual method  of  bringing  her  to  obedience.  Others 
of  a  deeper  and  more  extcnfivc  nature  were  bchmd, 
and  appeared  In  due  time.  Soon  after  a  bill  was 
brought  in  for  **  the  better  regulating  govermnent 
"  in  the  pr&vince  cf  Maffacbufefs  Bay.*^  The  pur- 
pofe  of  this  bill  was  to  alter  die  conftitution  of  that 
province  as  it  flood  upon  the  charter  of  King 
William;  to  take  the  \s4iok  executive  power  out 
pf  the  hands  of  the  democratic  part,  and  to  vcft  the 
nomination  of  counfellors,  judges,  and  magiftrates 
qf  ^11  kinds,  including  Sheriffs,  in  the  crown,  and 
in  fome  cafes,  in  the  King's  governor,  and  all  to  be 
rempveable  at  the  plcafurc'of  the  crown. 

This  bill  paffed  by  a  prodigious  majority,  after  a 
Rebate  which  lafled  with  uncommon  fpirit  fot 
many  hours* 

The  difpofition  fo  prevalent  in  bothhoufes  to 
ftrong  meafures  was  highly  favourable  to  the  whole 
minifterial  plan  for  reducing  America  to  obedicancc. 
The  good  •reception  of  the  propofal  for  changing  the 
charter  government  of  Mafi'achufet*s  Bay,  encou- 
raged them  to  propofc  very  foon  after  anotl^r  bill, 
without  which,  it  was  faid,  that  the  fcheme  would 
be  entirely  d^fedlive.  In  thd  committee  on  Ame- 
rican papers,  it  wa3  ordered,  that  the  chairman 
fhould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  **  ^  Bill  for  the 
impartial  adminijlraiicn  of  jujiice  in  the  cafes  of 
perfons  quef Honed  for  any  acts  done  by  them  in  the 
execution  of  the  laws^  or  for  the  fupprejfon  of  riots 
**  and  tumults  in  the  province  of  ^afjhchUfetU  Bay 
**  in  New  England.'* 

'       This 
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Thi«  bill  provides,  that  in  cafe  any  pcrfon  is  in-    1774. 
dided  in  that  province  for  murder,  or  any  other  ^^^>r^ 
capital  offence,  and  that  it  fliall  appear  to  the  gover-  ,^,.^r 
nor,  that  the  fad  was  committed  in  the  cxercifc  or  ^^  > 
aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fupprc fling  tumults  and  riott,  bill.     •• 
and  that  it  Ihall  appear  to  the  governor,  that  a  fair 
trial  cannot  be  had  in  the  province,  he  ihall  fend 
the  peribn  fo  indidcd, ;  &c.  to  .any  other  colony,  or 
to  Great  Britain,  to  be  tried,    llie  charges  on 
both  fides  to  be  borne  out  of  the  cuftoms.    This 
ad  to  continue  for  four  years. 

*  « 

The  debate  on  this  bill  was  even  more  warm  than 
on  the  former,  and  the  publications  of  the  -  time 
quote  an  old  member  who  is  rarely  in  oppofition, 
as  having  ended  his  fpcech  with  thcfc  remarkable 
u'ords:  '*  I  will  now  take  .my  leave  of  the  whole 
plai^-'^you  will  commence  your  ruin  from  this  day. 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  not  only  the  houfe  has  fallen 
into  the  error,  but  the  people  approve  of  the  mea- .  j 

furc. — ^The  people,  I  am  forry  to  fiiy  it,  are.  miiled. 
But  a  fliort  time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of 
**  this  Bill.  If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running 
headlong  to  its  ruin,  it  is  this/' 

The  bill  pafled  the  houfe  on  the  fixth  of  May,    gg-  ^  ^ 
and  being  earried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  occa-  \/[^l  ' 
fioned  warm  debates  upon  the  fame  principles  upon 
which  it  was  difcuifed  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
ITic  lord^  of  the  miuority  entered  on  this,  as  on 
the  fotmcr  bill,  a  very  ftrong  protcft. 

The  feflion  was  drawing  near  to  the  ufual  time  of 
rc<efe  5  and  the  grcateft  number  of  the  members, 
fatigued  with  a  long  attendance  on  the  American 
bilU,  w^e  retired  into  the  country.     In  thi|  fitua- 
tjion,  a  bill  which  has  engaged  a  great  deal  of  the  SJjf '^^ 
public  attention  was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  lords ;  brought  ' 
*'  The  bill  for  making  more  effe^ual  provifionfor  the  i^, 
«<  province  of  ^ebec  in  North  America* 

The 
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f  774.       The  principle  objefts  of  this  bill,  were  to  afcer* 
K^^rsJ  tain  t)m .limits  of  that  province,  which  were  extend- 
^^^  .edfi»r  beyond  what  had  been  fettled  as  fuch  by  tbq 
Sf^^j[^  KiBg^A  proclamation  of  1763.    To  form  a  Icgiila- 
bOL         tive  <iQUBcil  for  all  the  affairs  of  that  province,  ex- 
cept taxation,  which  council  fhould  be  appointed  by 
the  chQwn,  the  office  to  be  held  during  pleafure  ; 
and  his  Majefly's  Canadian  Roman  catholic  fubjeds 
were  entitled  to  a  place  in  it«     To  eftabliih  the 
French  laws,  and  a  trial  without  jury,  'in  civil 
cafes,  and  the  Engliih  laws,  with  a  trial  by  jury,  in 
criminal.    To  fecure  to  the  Roman  cathoUc  clergy^ 
cxtept.the  Regulars,  the  legal  enjoyment  of  their 
cftates,;  and  of  their  tythes  from  all  who   are  of 
ibax  own  religion.    Thefe  were  the  chief  obje&s 
of  the  ad ;  but  the  bill  received  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates  (which  were  warm)  many  amendments, 
fe  as  to  change  it  very  greatly  from  the  ftate  in 
which  it  came  down  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords  ; 
June  Sth.  ^^  ^^  ground-work  remained  the  fame.^—It  paficd 
without  a  divifion. 

* 

The  foffion  had  now  ftretched  far  into  die  fum* 
mer.  The  bufmefs  of  it  had  been  of  as^  much  im« 
portance  as  that,  perhaps,  of  any  feffion  fince  the 
revolution.  Great  changes  had  been  made  in  the 
ccconomy  of  feme  of  Sie  colonies,  which  were 
thought  foundations  for  changes  of  a  like  nature 
isk  others^ ;  and  the  moft  fanguine  expectations  were 
entertained  by  the  minidry,  that  when  parliament 
had  fhcwn  fo  determined  a  refolution,  and  the  ad* 
vocates  for  the  colonics  had  appeared  fo  very  little  able 
to  protcd  them,  the  fubmiffion  throughout  America 
would  be  immediate  ;  and  complete  obedience  and 
traHqmHity  would'  be  fecured  in  future.  The 
triumphs  and  mutual  congratulations  of '^  w1h> 
fiippoFted  thefe  meafures  uathin  doors  and  without, 
2zd  were  unufually  great.  The  fpeech  from  the  thromf 
at  the  end  of  the  feffion  exprelTed  fimilar  fentiments. 
His  Majclly  told  the  parliament, 

«  That 
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*♦  That  he  had  obfervcd  with  the  utmoft  fatis-  '1774. 
fadton,  the  many  eminent  praof$  they  had  given  of 
their  *  zealous  and  prudent  attention  to  the  public, 
during  the  courfe  of  this  very  interefUng  feffion  i)f 
parliament.''  Then,  a&er  mentioning  with  ap«» 
plaufe  their  proceedings  relative  to  the  gold  coin, 
*^  That  the  bill  which  they  had  prepared  for  the 
government  of  Quebec,  and  to  which  he  had  then 
given  his  affent,  was  founded  on  the  cleared  prin«; 
ciples  of  juftice  and  humanity;  an^  would,  he 
doubted  not,  have  the  bed  efft&s  in '  quietihg  the 
minds  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of'  his  Canadian 
fiibjeds.  That  he  had  long  feen  with  concern  2 
dangerous  f{Mrit  of  refiftance  to  his  government 
and  the  execution  of  the  laws  prevailing  in  the  pro« 
vince  of  Maflachufett's  Bay.  It  proceeded  at  Fength 
to  fuch  an  extremity,  as  to  render  their  im  mediate  m^ 
terpofition  neceffary,  and  they  had  according  made 
proviiion  as  well  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  prefent 
diforders,  as  for  the  prevention  of  the  like  in  fu-* 
turc.'*  And  concludes,  •*  With  recommendmg 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  pubKc  welfare,  which  had  diu 
tinguifhed  all  their  proceedings  in  this  fef&pn  of 
parliament.'' 
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CHAP.    IV. 

View  ^affairs  in  t^  Colonies f    ifi ih  yfar  t^*]^  i /having 
the  general  ejfeil  and  operation  of  the  late  lawsf  tfc. 

'774*    'T'HE  penal  laws,  which  we  faw  jpaflbd,  m  thtf 


laft  feffipn  of  the  lad  parliament,  relative  to 
the  colony  of  Mailachufett's  Bay,  and  which  were 
^^^  intended  to  operate  both  as  a  chaftifcment  for  paft^ 
the  late  ^^^  *  preventative  of  future  mifdemeanours  in  that 
lawt.  province,  were  unfortunately  produSive  of  efFcft^ 
very  different  from  thofe  which  the  fanguine  pro- 
moters of  thofe  bills  had  hoped,  and  which  admini- 
ftration  had  held  out  to  the  nation.  Other  pur- 
pofes  were  expe&ed  from  them  befides  puniihment 
and  prevention.  It  was  expected,  that  the  (hutting ^ 
up  of  the  port  of  Bofton  would  have  been  naturally 
a  gratification  to  the  neighbouring  towns,  from  the 
great  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  them,  by  the 
flitting  and  removing  its  commerce ;  and  that  thia 
would  prove;  a  fruiuul  foutce  of  jealoufy  and  dif- 
union  within  the  province*  It  was  alfo  thought, 
.that  the  ()articular  punifliment  of  that  province 
would  not  only  operate  as  an  esn^mple  of  terror  to 
the  other  colonies,  but  that  from  the  felfifhnefs  and 
malignity  incident  to  mankind,  as  well  as  from  their 
common  jealoufies,  they  would  quietly  refign  it  to 
its  fate,  and  enjoy  with  pleafure  any  benefits  they 
could  derive  from  its  misfortunes.  Thus  it  was 
hoped,  that  befides  their  direct  operation,  thefe 
bills  would  eventually  prove  a  means  of  diflblving 
that  band  of  union,  which  feemed  of  late  too 
much  to  prevail  amongfl  the  colonies. 

'Hie  aft  called  the  Military  Bill,  which  accom- 
panied thefc  laws,  and  which  was  formed  to  fup- 
port  and  encourage  the  foldiery  in  beating  down 
all  poffible  refiftance  to  the  other  aft,  it  was  imagin- 
ed, would  compleat  the  dcfign,  and  bring  the  colo- 
nics 
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nies  to  a  pcrfed  fuBmiffioh.  In  confidence  of  the  1774- 
pcrfcftion  of  this  bjian  of  terrors^  punifhments  and 
regulations,  and  of  the  large  force  by  fea  and  land 
(as  it  was  then  thought)  v^hich  was  fent  to  ftrengthen 
the  hands  of  government,  idminifttation  repofed 
in  the  moft  perfeft  fecurity ;  and  ended  the  feflion 
in  the  moft  triumphant  manner,  and  with  the  mu- 
tual congratulations  of  all  concerned  in  thofe  afts, 
which  we  have  defcribed  in  our  3d  chapter* 

The  event,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  wafe  however  very 
different.  The  neighbouring  towns  dlfdained  every 
idea  of  profiting  in  any  degree  by  the  misfortunes 
of  their  friends  in  Bofton.  The  people  of  the  pro- 
vince, inftead  of  bejng  fhakfcn  by  the  coercive  means 
which  Wer«  ufed  for  their  fubjugation,  joined  the 
more  firmly  together  to  brave  the  ftorm ;  and  feeing 
that  their  ancient  cdnftitution  was  deftroyed,  and 
that  it  was  dttermined  to  deprive  them  of  thofe 
rights,  which  they  had  ever  been  taught  to  revere 
as  facred,  arid  to  deeni  more  valuable  than  life  itfelf, 
they  determined  at  all  events  to  preferve  them,  or 
tt>  perifli  in  the  common  ruin.  In  the  fame  manner ^ 
the  other  colonics,  inftead  of  abandoning,  dung  the 
clofer  to  their  devoted  fifter  as  the  danger  increafed ; 
and  their  affeftion  and  fympathy  feemed  to  rife  iu 
proportion  to  her  misfortunes  and  fufferings. 

In  a  word,  thefe  bills,  (as  had  bden  too  truly  fore- 
told by  their  oppofers  at  home)  inftead  of  anfwering 
the  purpofes  for  which  they  were  intended,  fpread 
a  general  alarm  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  the 
continent,  and  became  the  cement  of  a  ftrifl:  and 
clofc  union  between  all  the  old  colonies.  They 
faid  it  was  now  vifible,  that  charters,  grants,  and 
eilablifhed  ufages,  were  no  longer  a  protcftion  or 
defence ;  that  all  rights,  imitiunities,  and  civil  fe- 
curities,  muft  vanilh  at  the  breath  of  an  aft  of  par- 
liament. They  were  all  fenfible,  that  they  had 
been  guilty,  in  a  greater  or  Icffer  degree,  01  thofe 

R  un- 
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1774.    unpardonable  fins  which  had  drawn  down  fire  upon 
"^^y^r^^  Bofton ;  they  believed,  that  vengeance,  tho'  de- 
layed, was  not  remitted :    and  that  all  the  mercy, 
the  mo(l  favoured  or  the  leaft  culpable  could  ex- 
pert, was  to  be  the  laft  that  would  be  devoured. 

In  the  lafl  feflion,  the  minifter  had  announced  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  appointment  of  General 
Gage  to  the  government  of  the  province  of  Maffk- 
chufet*s  B^y,  and  to  the  command  in  chief  of  the 
army  in  North  America.  As  this  gentleman  had 
borne  feveral  commands  with  reputation  in  that  part 
of  the  world ;  had  lived  many  years  there,  and  had 
fufHcient  opportunities  of  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  people,  and  was  befides  well  ap- 
proved of  by  them,  great  hopes  were  formed  of  the 
liappy  effefts  which  would  have  refulted  from  his 
adminiftration  ;  and  it  is  little  to  be  doubted,  if  his 
appointment  had  been  at  a  happier  time,  and  his 
government  free  from  the  neceffity  of  enforcing 
meafures  which  were  generally  odious  to  the  peo- 
ple, but  thcfc  expectations  would  have  been  an- 
fwered. 

The  jealoufy  and  ill  blood  between  the  governors 
and  governed  in  the  province  of  Maffachufet's  Bay, 
which  we  in  the  preceding  chapter  have  taken  no- 
tice of,  had  ever  fince  continued.  The  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  had  prefented  a  petition  and  remon- 
Impeach-  ftrancc  to  the  Governor,  early  in  the  fpring,  for 
mcnt  of  the  removal  of  Peter  Oliver,  Efq;  Chief  Juftice  of 
Mr.  Oh-  ^jjg  Superior  Court  of  Judicature,  from  his  office  ; 
this  requcft  not  being  con^plied  with,  they  exhi- 
bited articles  of  impeachment  againft  him,  of  high 
crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  in  their  own  name  and 
that  of  the  province,  which  they  carried  up  to  the 
•  Council-board,  and  gave  the  governor  notice  to 
jlttend  as  judge  upon  the  trial.  The  charge  againH: 
the  Chief  JuTlice  was,  the  betraying  of  his  truft, 
and  of  the  chartered  rights  of  the  province,  by 
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accepting  a  falary  from  the  crown,  in  confideration  1774. 
of  his  oi&cial  fcrvices,  inftcad  of  the  cuftomary  ^--^v>^ 
erant  from  the  Houfc  of  Rcprcfcntatives.  The  refo- 
nition  for  carrying  up  this  impeachment  was  car- 
ried by  a  majority  of  92  to  8  ;  from  whence  fomc 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  general  temper  of 
the  province,  and  their  unanimity,  even  in  this 
ftrong  and  extraordinary  meafure. 

The  Governor  refufcd  to  receive  the  articles,  Affcmbly 
and  totally  difclaimed  all  authority  in  himfclf  and  °^  Mafla- 
the  Council  to  aft  as  a  judicatory,  for  the  trial  of  gay^^if* 
any  crimes  or  mifdemeanors  whatever.    The  Houfe  folved. 
of  Rcprefentatives,  far  from  giving  up  the  matter, 
only  changed  their  mode  of  attack ;  and  the  Gover- 
nor finding  that  they  would  perfiit  in  a  profecution 
under  fome  form  or  other,  and  that  every  new 
attempt  would  only  ferve  to  involve  things  in  ft  ill 
greater  difficulty,  or  at  leaft  to  increafe  the  animofity, 
thought  it  necelTary,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  month 
of  March,  to  diflblve  the  AfTembly. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  in  the  province  of  May  13, 
Maffachufet's  Bay,  when  Gen.  Gage  arrived  in  his    i774- 
government.     The  hopes   that   might  have  been  ^nc»"al 
formed  upon  a  change  of  adminiftration,  and  the  ^y^^^^' 
joy  that  generally  attends  the  coming  of  a  new  Boftoi. 
Governor,  were,  however,  nipped  in  the  bud,  by 
the  arrival  juft  before  of  a  Ihip  .from  London,  which 
brought  a  copy  of  the  Bofton  Port  Bill ;  and  a  Town 
Meeting  was  fitting  to  confidcr  of  it,  at  the  very  Great 
time  he  arrived  in  the  harbour.     As  this  fatal  news  conftcr- 
was  totally  unexpected,  .the  confternation  which  it  natiow  on 
caufed  among  all  orders  of  people  was  inexpreffible.  [^Tbo"? 
The  firft  meafure  was  the  holding  of  the  Town-  ton  port 
Meeting  we  have  mentioned,  at  wnich  refolutions  bill. 
were  paued,  and  ordered  to  be  immediately  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  other  colonies,  inviting  them  to  enter 
into  an  agreement  to  ftop  all  imports  and  exports  to 
and  from  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  ?.nd  every  part 

of 
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1774,    of  the  WclWndies,  until  the  aft  was  repealed,  aa. 

V-orv  the  only  means  (they  f?dd)  that  were  left  fpr  the 
falvation  of  North  America  and  her  libefti^6/i  They 
befides  expatiated  on  the  impolicy,  injuftice,  inhu- 
manity, and  cruelty  of  the  ad,  and  appe^le4  from^ 
it  to  God  and  the  worlds 

In  the  mean  time,  copies  of  the  aft  were  muN 
tiplied  whh  incredible  expedition,  and  drfpatched 
to  every  part  of  the  continent  with  celerity.  Thefe 
had  the  e&'eft  which  the  poets  afcribe  to  the  Furies' 
torch ,  they  fct  the  countries  in  a  flame  through 
which  they  pafled.  At  Bofton  a^nd  New  York,  the 
populace  had  copies  of  the  bill  printed  upon  mourn-, 
ing  paper  with  a  bla^k  border,  which  they  crie4 
about  the  ftreets  under  the  title  of  a  barbarous, 
cruel,  bloody,  and  inhuman  murder.  In  other 
places,  great  bodies  of  the  people  were  called  toge*. 
ther  by  public  advertifement,  and  the  pbAOxigus 
law  burned  with  great  folemnity^ 

There  was,  however,  a  very  furprifing  mixture 
of  fobriety  With  this  fury ;  and  a  degree  of  mode-. 
ration  was  blended  with  the  cxcefs  into,  which  the 
people  were  hurried. 

This  extraordinary  combuftion  in  the  minds  of 
all  ranks  of  the  people  did  not  prevent  the  Gover- 
nor's  being  received  with  the  ufual  honours   at 
New  Af-  Bofton.     The  new  Affcmbly  of  the  province  met  of 
fcmbly      courfe  a  few  days  after,  the  Council,  for  the  laft 
meet  at     time,  being  chofen  according  to  their  charter.   The 
BoftoTi,     Governor  at  their  meeting  laid  nothing  more  before 
adjourn-    ^h^^^  ^^^m  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  province  ; 
el  to  6a-  but  gave  them  notice  of  their  removal  to  the  town 
1cm.         of  Salem,  on  the  firft  of  June,  in  purfuance  of  the 
late  aft  of  parHamcnt.     The  Aflembly,  to  evade 
this  meafure,  were  hurrying  through  the  neceflary 
bufinefs  of  the  fupplies  with  the  greateft  expedition, 
that  they  might  then  adjourn  thcmfelves  to  fuch 

time 
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time  as  they. thought  proper;  but  the  Governor  ^1774.. 
having  obtaine4  fQ^le  intelligence  of  their  intention,  ^^^v^ 
adjourned  them  unexpeftedly  to  the  7th  pf  June, 
then  to  meet  at  Salcni.  Previous  to  this  adjourn- 
ment, they  had  prefepted  a  petition  to  the  Gover- 
nor, for  appoipting  a  day  of  general  prayer .  and 
failing,  which  he  did  pot  think  proper  to^somply  with. 


Tovin- 


In  the  mean  time,  Proyincifil  or  Town-meetings  p 
were  held  in  every  part  of  the  continent ;  in  which,  cia!  ind 
tho'  fome  were  much  more  tempcT^te  than  others,  town 
they  all  concurred  in  expreffing  the  greateft  difap-  mcciingt. 
probation  of  the  meafures  which  were,  purfued 
againft  Bofton,  an  abhorrence  of  the  new  aft,  and 
a  condemnation  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was 
founded,  with  a  refolution  to  oppofe  its  effefts  in 
every  manner,  and  to  fupport  their  diftreffed  bre» 
^en,  who  were  to  be  the  immediate  viftims. 

The  Hpufe  of  Burgeffes,  of  the  province  of  Vir- 
ginia, appointed  the  ift  of  June,  the  day  on  which 
the  Bofton  Port  Bill  took  place,  to  be  fet  apart  for 
fafting,  pn^yer,  and  humiliation,  to  implore  the 
IHvine  interpofition,  to  avert  the  heavy  calamity 
which  threatened  dcftruftion  to  their  civil  rights, 
with  the  evils  of  a  ciyil  war ;  and  to  give  one  heart 
and  one  m}nd  to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppofe  every 
injury  tq  the  American  rights.  TTiis  example  was 
cither  followed,  or  a  fimilar  refolution  adoptcd» 
^moft  every  where,  and  tEc  firft  of  June  became  a 
general  fiay  pf  prayer  and  humiliation  throughout 
U^e  continent, 

This  meafure,  however,  procured  the  immediate  ^f^    . , 
diffolution  of  the  Affembly  of  Virginia  ;  but  before  of  wwgi^ 
jhcir  feparation,  an  aflbciation  was  entered  into  and  nia  dlSoU 
figncd  bv  89QJF  the  members,  in  which  they  dc-  ^«d. 
clared,  tnat  an  attack  made  upon  one  colony,  to 
compel  fubmiffion  to  arbitrary  taxes,  was  an  attack 
on  all  Britilh  America,  and  threatened  ruin  to  the 

rights 
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^^774*  tights  of  ^U,  unleft  the  united  wifdom  of  the  whole 
V-^'^'^  was  3|3plicd  in  prcvcntiouu  They  therefore  rccom- 
iQea4^9  U>  the  cQipmittee  of  corrcfpondence,  to 
commumcafc  with  the  fcveral  committees  of  the 
other  provinces,  on  the  expediency  of  appointing 
Equities  from  the  different  colonies,  to  meet  an- 
nually in  General  Congrefe,  and  t6  deliberate  on 
thofe  general  meafures,  which  the  united  interefts 
of  Amcricji  roight,  from  time  to  time,  render  necef- 
fjiry.  They  concluded  ivith  a  declaration,  that 
a  tender  rcga,rd  for  the  interefts  of  their  fellow* 
fubjeftfi  the  merchants  and  manufafturers  of  Great- 
Britain,  prevented  them  from  going  further  at  that 
time. 

At  Pl^iladelphia,  about  300  of  the  inhabitants 
PInladcl.  immediately  met,  and  appointed  a  committee  to 
P^*^  write  to  the  town  of  Bofton.  Their  letter  was  tem- 
perate, but  firm.  They  acknowledged  the  difficulty 
of  offering  advice  upon  that  fad  occaiion  ;  wifhed 
iirft  to  have  the  fenfe  of  the  province  in  general ; 
ijbfcrved  that  all  lenient  applications  for  obtaining 
jredrefs  fhould  be  tried  before  recourfe  was  had  to 
extremities ;  that  it  might  perhaps  be  right  to  take 
the  fcnfe  of  a  General  Congrefs,  before  the  defpc- 
rate  mcafure  of  putting  an  entire  flop  to  commerce 
was  ,  adopted ;  and  that  it  might  be  right,  at  any 
rate,  to  referve  that  meafure  as  the  laft  refource, 
when  all  other  means  had  failed.  They  obferved, 
that-if  the  making  of  reftitution  to  the  Eaft  India 
Company  for  their  teas,  would  put  an  end  to  the 
unhappy  controverfy,  and  leave  the  people  pf  Bofton 
upon  their  ancient  footing  of  conftitutional  liberty, 
it  could  not  admit  of  a  moment*^  doubt  what  part 
they  ftiQuld  act ;  but  it  was  not  the  value  of  thrtea, 
it  was  the  indefeafible  right  of  giving  and  granting 
ibeir  own  money,  a  riglit  from  which  they  couM 
never  recede,  that  was  now  the  matter  in  cpnfidc- 
ration. 

A  To^Ti- 
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A  Town-iriecting  was  alfo  held  at  New- York,  and    1 774- 
a  committee  of  correfpondence  appointed ;  but  they  v^^x^^-^ 
were  as  yet,  in  general,  very  temperate  itl  their  j^^^. 
conduct ;  and  Government  had  a  much  ftronger  York, 
intcreft  in  that  colony  than  in  any  other.     The  cafe 
was  far  different  at  Annapolis  in  Maryland,  where 
the  people  of  that  city,  though  under  a  proprietary 
gcvemmcnt,  exceeded  the  other  colonies  in  the  vio- 
Itncc  of  their  rcfolutions ;  one  of  which  Was  to  pre- 
vent the  carrying  on  of  any  fuits  in  the  cbufts  of 
the  province  for  the  debts  which  were  owing  from 
them  in  Great  Britain.    This  refolution,   however, 
was  neither  adopted  nor  confirmed  by  the  l^rovin- 
cial  meeting  which  was  held  foon  after ;  ttor  was  it 
any  where  carried  into  prafticc. 

In  general,  as  might  have  been  expefted  in  fuch 
great  commercial  countries,  the  propofal  for  (hatting 
up  the  ports  f  former  refolufions  of  this  t^ind  having 
been  much  abufed  for  the  private  gain  of  indivi- 
duals) was  received  with  great  ferioufiiefs,  iiefrta- 
tion,  and  coldnefs ;  and  confidered  as  the  laft  def- 
perate  refort,  when  all  other  means  of  redrefs  (hould 
fail.  In  other  refpcfts,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  news 
from  Bofton,  moderation  was  little  thought  of  any 
where,  and  the  behaviour  of  the  people  was  nearly 
iimilar  in  all  places.  At  the  numbcrlefs  public 
meetings  which  were  held  upon  that  occalion, 
throughout  the  continent,  they  paffed  every  refolu- 
tion, and.  adopted  every  meafure  they  could  for  the 
prcfent  think  of,  to  fhew  their  utmoft  deteftation  of 
the  Bofton  Port  Bill,  and  to  exprefs  their  determi- 
nation of  oppofmg  its  effefts  in  every  poffible  manner. 

In  this  ftate  of  general  difiatisfaftion,  complaint,  Addrcfe 
and  oppofition.  General  Gage  had  the  temporary  from  gen- 
fatisfadion  of  receiving  an  addrefs  of  congratula-  tlemen» 
tion,  fignedby  127  gentlemen,  merchants  and  inha-  g^k     ^ 
bitants  of  Bofton,  who  were  either  the  beft  addid-  ^j^°  ^^ 
cd  to  government,  the  moft  moderate,  or' to  vvhofn  governor. 
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the  prefent  meafurcs  feemed  the  leaft  obnoxious; 
Befides  the  compliments  ciiftomary  upon  thefe  dcca- 
fions,  isL  declaration  of  the  ftrong  hopes  which  they 
had  founded  upon  the  General's  public  and  private 
tharader,  and  a  difavowal,  as  to  themfclves,  of  all 
lawlefs  violences,  they  lamented,  that  a  difcretion- 
ary  power  t«ras  not  lodged  ih  his  hslnds^  to  reflore 
trade  to  its  former,  coiirle,  iinmediatcly;  iipbn  the 
terms  of  the  late  law  being  fully  complied  with  ; 
and  (hewed,  that  as  the  ad  flood  at  prefent,  not* 
withftanding  the  moil  immediate  compliahcl^,  fd 
inuch  time  ^ould  be  loft,  before  his  favourable  ac- 
iouni  of  their  conduft  could  reach  the  Bang  and 
Council,  and  produce  the  wiflied  for  effeft,  as  would 
involve  them  in  linfpcakablc  mifery,  and  they  feared 
in  total  ruin. 

A  few  days  after,  an  addrefs  froni  the  Council 
was  prefented  to  the  Governor,  which  contained 
feme  ycTj  fevere  reflexions  on  his  two  immediate! 
predeceflors,  to  whofe  machinations,  both  in  concert 
and  a  part,  that  body  attributed  the  origin  and  pro- 

frefs  of  the  difunion  between  Great-Britain  and 
er  colonies,  and  all  the  calamities  that  aifflided 
that  province.  They  declared,  that  the  people 
claimed  no  more  than  the  rights  of  Engliflimen, 
without  diminution  of  abridgment ;  aind  thefe,  as 
it  was  the  indifpenfable  duty  ef  that  board,  (o  it 
ihould  be  their  conftant  endeavour  to  maintain,  ta 
the  utmoil  of  their  power,  in  perfeft  confiftence, 
however,  with  the  trueft  loyalty  to  the  crown,  the 
juft  prerogatives  of  which  they  would  ever  be  zeal-« 
ous  to  fupport. 

This  addrefs  was  rejeftcd  by  the  Governor,  who 
Ivould  not  fuffer  the  chaimian  of  the  committee  to 
proceed  atiy  further,  when  he  had  read  the  part 
which  refleded  on  his  predeceffors.  He  afterwards 
tetumed  an  anfwer  to  the  Council  in  writing,  in 
which  he  informed  them,  that  he  could  not  receive 
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an  addrcfs  Dirhich  contained  indecent  reflcftions  oh  1774. 
his  predeccffors,  who  had  been  tried  and  honour-  ^^^^r\J 
ably  acquitted  by  the  Privy  Council,  and  their  con- 
dud  approved  by  the  King.  That  he  confidcrcd 
the  addrefs  as  an  infuU  upon  his  Majefty,  and  the 
Lords  of  his  Privy  Council,  and  an  affront  to  him- 
fclf.  . 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefcntatives,  upon,  their  meet-  Tranfac- 
ing  at  Salem,  paffed  a  refolution,  in  which  they  de-  ^^^"*  °^ 
dared  the  expediency  of  a  general  meeting  of  com-  ^^^^  r  ^ 
mittces  from  the  fevcral  colonics,  and  fpccified  the  fenta-  ^' 
purpofes  which  rendered  fuch  meeting  neceffary.  tivesat 
By  another  they  appointed  five  gentlemen,  of  thofe  Salem, 
who  had  been  moft  remarkable  in  oppofition,  as  a 
committee  to  reprefent  that  province.     And  by  a 
third,  they  voted  the  fum  of  500L  to  the  laid  com- 
mittee, to  enable  them  to  difcharge  the  important 
trail  to  which  they  were  appointed. 

As  neither  this  appointment,  nor  difpofal  of  the 
public  money,  cou}d  be  at  all  agreeable  to  the  Go- 
vernor, he  accordingly  refufed  his  concurrence  to 
the  latter  ;  upon  which  the  aflembly  paffed  a  refo- 
luti(Hi,  to  recommend  to  the  Several  towns  and  dif- 
trids  within  the  province,  to  raife  the  faid  5001.  by 
equitable  proportions,  according  to  the  laft  provin- 
cial tax.  A  recommendation,  which,  at  prefent, 
had  all  the  force  of  a  law. 

The  Affembly  forefedng  that  their  diflblution  was 
at  hand,  were  determined  to  give  the  people  a  pub- 
lic teftimony  of  their  opinions,  and  under  the  title 
of  recommendations  to  prefcribe  rules  for  their  con<« 
dud,  -which  they  knew  would  be  more  pun£kually 
complied  with,  thanjthe  pofxtlve  injunftions  of  laws, 
lliey  accordingly  pafied  a  declaratory  refolution, 
txpreiliveof  their  fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  public  aifiixrs^ 
and  of  the  defigns  of  government,  in  which  they 
advanced,  that  they,  with  the  other  American  co- 
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1774.  Ionics,  liad  long  been  ftmggling  under  the  heavy 
<y^<^  liand  of  power ;  and  that  their  dutiful  petitions  for 
the  redrefs  of  intolerable  grievances  had  not  only 
been  difregaf  ded,  but  that  the  delign  totally  to  al- 
ter the  free  conftitutioa  and  civil  government  in 
Britifh  America,  to  eftabliflv  arbitrary  governments, 
and  to  reduce  the  inhabitants  to  flavery,  appeared 
more  and  more  to  be  fixed  and  determined.  They 
then  recommended  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  totally  to  renounce  the 
Gonfumption  of  India  teas,  and,  a^  far  as  in  them 
lay,  to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of  all  eooda  imported 
from  the  Eaft-Indies  and  Oreat-Bntain,  until  the 
public  grievances  of  America  fhould  be  radically 
and  totally  redreffed.  And  the  more  fully  to  ca^ry 
this  effeiitial  purpofe  into  effedi,  it  was  ftarongly  re- 
commended, that  they  ihould  give  every  pofiiblc 
encouragement  to  the  mamifa£lures  of  Apfiecica. 

Though  the  committee,  that  was  appointed  to 
condud  this  bufmefe^  eddeaproured  to  carry  it  on 
wlA  the  greateft  privacy^  the  Goverfior,  notwith- 
.ftaiiding,  obtained  fom'e  intelligence  of  it,  and  on 
the  very  day  upon  wfaick  they  made  their  report, 
he  ftot  his  Secretary  to  pronounce  their  immediate 
diflblution.  The  Secretary,  upon  his  arrivs^,  find- 
ing the  dbor  locked,  fent  the  Houfe^^mefiimger  to 
acquunt  the  Speaker,  that  he  had  a  meiTage  from 
the  Governor,  and  defired  admittance  to  deliver  it» 
The  Speaker,  in  fome  time,  returned  for  anfwer, 
that  he  had  acquainted  the  Houfe  mth  the  mefiage, 
v^hich  he  had  received,  and  that  their  orders  were 
to  keep  the  door  falL  Upon  this  refu&l  of  admit- 
tance the  Secretary  cau&d  proclamation  to  be  made 
The  af-  upon  the  ftairs,  of  the  diiTolution  of  the  General 
femlijy  Affcmbly.  Such  was  the  iffue  of  the  final  contell 
diffolved.  between  the  Governor  of  Maffachufett*s  Bay,  an4 
the  lail  Aflembly  which  was  holden  in  that  povince^ 
•upon  the  principles  of  its  charter. 

The 
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The  day  after  the  diffolution  of  the  Aflcmbly,  a    1 774. 
mod  pathetic,  but  at  the  fame  time  firm  and  manly  ^^^^vn^ 
addrcfe,  was  prefented  from  the  merchants  and  free-  Addreft 
holders  of  the  town  of  Salem  to  the  Governor,  from  the 
We  cannot  forget,  that  this  town  was  now  become  ^ovrn  o  f 
the  temporary  coital  of  the  province,  in  the  place  Salem, 
of  Boiton ;   and  that  the  General  Aflcmbly,  the 
Courts  of  Juftice,  the  Cuftom-houfe,  and,  fo  far  as 
it  could  be  done  by  power,  the  trade  of  that  were 
removed  thither ;  fo  that  they  were  already  in  pof- 
feifion  of  a  principal  ihare  of  thofe  Ipoils,  which  it 
ms  fuppofed  would  have  effedtually  influenced  the 
condua  of  that  people,  and  thereby  have  bred  fiich 
incurable  envy,  jcalouly  and  animofity,  between  th(? 
pincrs  and  fuJBFercrs,  that  the  refradory  capital  find- 
ing herfelf  abandoned,  and  being  left  ^lone  ta  ru- 
minate upon  her  forlorn  fituation,  would  foon  be 
reclaimed,  and  brought  to  as  full  a  fenfe  of  her  duty, 
as  of  her  puniflunent. 

Whether  this  opinion  was  founded  upon  a  tho- 
rough knowledge  of  human  nature  in  general,  or 
took  its  rife  fi-om  particular  inftances,  which  were 
extended  in  fpeculation  to  the  whole,  may  perhaps, 
in  a  certain  degree,  be  determined  from  the  follow- 
ing  generous  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem. 
They  lay,  "  We  are  deeply  aflSifted  with  a  fenfe  of 
our  public  calamities ;  but  the  miferies  that  are  now 
rapidly  haftening  on  our  brethren  in  the  capital  of 
the  province,  greatly  excite  our  conuniferation  j 
and  we  hope  your  Excellency  will  ufe  your  endea- 
vours to  prevent  a  further  accumulation  of  evils  on 
that  already  forely  diflrefled  people/' — "  By.fliut- 
ting  up  the  port  of  Bofton,  fome  imagine  that  the 
courfc  of  trade  may  be  turned  hither,  and  to  our 
benefit ;  but  nature,  in  the  formation  of  our  har- 
bour, forbids  our  becoming  rivals  in  commerce  with 
that  convenient  mart.     And  were  it  otherwife,  wc 
muft  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juftice,  loft  to  all 
feelings  of  humanity^  could  we  indulge  one  thought 

to 
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1774,    to  fcize  on  wealth,  and  raife  our  fortunes  on  the 
ruin  of  our  fuffering  neighbours.** 


v^.^>r\^ 


This  whole  addrefs  is  remarkable  for  the  pro- 
priety with  which  it  is  conduced,  and  the  juftnefs 
of  its  fentiments.  They  treat  the  governor  with  the 
higheft  relpeft,  and  hope  much  from  his  general 
charafter,  as  well  as  from  his  conduft  in  a  former 
government ;  they  exprefs  the  ftrongeft  attachment 
to  the  mother  country,  the  deepeft  concern  for  the 
prefent  unhappy  troubles,  and  the  moft  fervent 
wifhes  for  a  fpeedy  and  happy  reconciliation^  to  ob- 
tain which,  they  are  willing  to  facrificc  every  thmg, 
compatible  with  the  fafcty  of  Britifli  fubjeftis. 

The  general  had  formed  confidcrable  hopes  upon 
the  conduft  of  the  merchants ;  who  he  cxpcftcd 
would  have  entered  into  the  fpirit  of  the  late  law, 
and  by  removing  their  commerce  along  with  the 
Cuftom-houfe  to  Salem,  have  thereby  the  fooner 
induced  the  capital  to  the  compliances  which  were 
wilhed  by  government.  In  thefe  cxpeftations  he 
was  difappointed.  It  is  probable,  that  the  mer- 
chants thought  it  fit  and  nfeceflary  to  keep  fair  with 
government,  and  in  general  difapproved  x)f  all  vio- 
lences; bqt  it  fecms  evident,  that  they  did  not 
enter  heartily  into  the  new  meafures.  It  feems  alfo 
probable,  that  he  believed  the  friends  of  the  fyllem 
of  government  now  adopted,  to  be  ftronger  and  more 
numerous  than  they  really  were.  An  experiment 
was  however  made,  which  fet  this  matter  in  a  clear 
light.  The  friends  of  government  attended  a  town- 
meeting  at  Bofton,  and  attempted  to  pafs  refolutions 
for  the  payment  of  the  tea,  and  for  diflblving  the 
committee  of  correfpondence ;  but  they  found  tnem- 
felves  loft  in  a  prodigious-  majority ;  and  had  no 
other  rcfource,  than  the  drawing  up  of  a  *  proteft 
ggainft  the  proceedings  of  that  aflembly. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  rough-draughts  of  the  two    1774. 
remaining  bills  relative  to  the  pro\nnce  of  Mafia-  v^^^vv/ 
chufett's  Bay,  as  well  as  of  that  for  quartering  the 
troops  in  America,  ali  of  which  were  in  agitation 
in  England,  at  the  time  that  the  laft  (hips  failed 
from  thence,  were  received,  and  immediately  circu-   • 
lated  throughout  the  continent.     The  knowledge  General 
ofthefe  bills,  filled  up  whatever  was  wanting  be- temper 
fore,  of  violence  and  indignation  in  moft  of  the  ^°^  ^- 
colonics.   Even  thofe  who  were  moderate,  or  fcem-  ^^u  °° 
cd  wavering,  now  became  fanguine.     The  idea  of  people 
Ihutting  up  the  points,  became  common  language,  through- 
and  to  be  confidered  as  a  matter  of  neceffity.    No-  out  the 
thing  was  to  be  heard  of  but  meetings  and  refolu-  <=o»^n«»* 
tions,  -  Liberal  contributions  for  the  relief  of  theit 
diftrcfled  brethren  in  Bofton,  were  every  where 
recommended,    and  foon  reduced  into   praQice. 
Numbcrleis  letters  were  written  from  towns,  dif- 
trift^,  and  provinces,  to  the  people  of  Boilon,  in 
which,  befides  every  expreffion  of  fympathy  and 
tendernefs,  they  were  highly  flattered  for  their  paft 
conduft,  and  ftrongly  exhorted  to  a  perfeverance 
in  that  virtue,  which  brought  on  their  fufftrings. 

The  people  of  America  at  this  time,  with  refpeft 
to  poFitical  opinions,  might  in  general  be  divided 
into  two  great  chffes.  Of  thefe,  one  was  for  rufh- 
ing  headlong  into  the  greateft  extremities ;  they 
would  put  an  immediate  flop  to  trade,  wiAout 
waiting  till  other  meafures  were  tried,  or  receiving 
the  general  fenfe  of  the  colonies  upon  a  fubjcft  of 
fuch  alarming  importance  ;  and  though  they  were 
eager  for  the  holding  of  a  congrefs,  they  would 
leave  it  nothing  to  do,  but  to  profecute  the  vio- 
lences which  they  had  begun.  Tho  other,  if  lefs 
numerous,  was  not  lefs  refpcftable,  and  though  more 
moderate,  were  perhaps  equally  firm.  Thefe  were 
averfc  to  any  violent  meafures  being  adopted  until 
all  means  were  ineffeftually  tried  ;  they  wifhed  fur- 
thcr  appTications  to  be  made  to  Great  Britain  ;  and 
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1774.  the  grievances  they  complained  of,  with  the  rights 
Vy^^  which  tbcy  claimed,  to  be  dearly  ftated,  and  pro- 
perly preienled.  This,  tbey  laid*  couW  bnly  be 
done  effe^ually  by  a  generad  congrefs,  as  in  any- 
other  QTanncr  it  might  be  liable  to  the  objedion  of 
being  only  the  ad  of  a  few  men,  or  of  a  particu- 
lar ccdoay*  We,  however,  acknowledge  a-  third 
party,  which  were  the  friends  to  the  adminftration 
in  England,  or  more  properly,  thofe  who  did  not 
totally  difapprove  of  its  meafures ;  but  their  ftill 
fmall  voice  was  fo  low,  that  except  in  a  few  parti* 
cular4>laces,  it  could  fcarcely  be  diftingulKhed.    . 

The  more  violent,  who  had  not  patience  to  wait 
for  the  refuit  of  a  Congrefs,  entered  into  other  mea* 
fares.  An  agreement  was  fraxned  by  the  commit- 
tee of  Correfpondence  at  Boflon,  which  they  entitled 
Solemn  '-^^*  afolenin  leagueand  cwenant^^  wherein  the  fub- 
Imgne  ipribers  boupd  themfelves  in  the  moft  folcmn  man- 
™/^^*'  ner,  and  in  the  prcfence  of  God,  to  fulpend  all 
commercial  intercourfip  with  Great  Britain,  from 
the  laft  day  of  the  enfuing  month  of  Auguil,  until 
the  Boflon  Port-bill,  and  the  other  late  obnoxious 
laws  were  repealed,  and  the  colony  of  Maffachufctt's 
Bay  fully  reilorcd  to  its  chartered  rights.  They 
alfo  bound  themfelves  in  the  fame  manner,  not  to* 
confumc,  or  to  purchafe  from  any  other,  any  goods 
whatever,  which  arrived  after  the  fpecificd  time, 
and  to  break  of  all  commerce,  trade  and  dealings^ 
with  any  who  did,  as  well  as  with  the  importer^  of 
fuch  goods^  They  renounced  in  the  fame  manner, 
all  future  intcrcourfe  and  connexion  with  thofe  who 
Ihould  refufe  to  fubfcribe  to  that  Covenant,  or  to 
bind  themfelves  by  fome  fimilar  agreement,  with  the 
dangerous  penalty  annexed)  of  having  their  names 
publiihed  to  the  world. 

The  Covenant,  accompanied  with  a  letter  fipom  the 
committee  at  Bofton,  was  circulated  with  the  ufual 
activity,  and  the  people,  not  only  in  the  New  Eng^ 

land 
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land  governments,  but  in  the  other  provinccsi^  ^774- 
entered  into  this  new  league  with  the  grcateft  eager-  ^^^""^"^ 
nefs»  It  leems,  however,  that  fimtlar  agreements 
had  been  entered  into  about  the  fame  time,  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  continent,  and  without  any  previ- 
ous concert  with  each  other,  any  more  than  with 
thofe  at  Boflon. 

General  Gage  was  much  alarmed  .at  this  proceed- 
ing ;  to  which   its  name,  as  well  as  its  tendency,  . 
might  p<^bly  contribute.     He  accordingly  publim-  ■'""^  * 
ed  a  ftrong  proclamation  agaihft  it,  in  which  it  was  **"^' 
flflcd  an  unlawful, hoftile,  and  traiterous  combina- ^nftj^ 
tion,  contrary  to  the  allogiancc  due  to  the  King, 
deftruftive  of  the  lawful  authority  of  the  Britiih 
parliament,  and  of  the  peace,  good  order,  and  fafety 
of  the   community.       All   perfons  were   warned 
againft  incurring  the /pains  and  pensklties  due  to 
fuch  aggravations  and  dangerous  offences,  and  ail 
magiibrates  charged  to  apprehend  and  fe^ure  for 
trial,  fuch  as  fhould  have  any  fhare  in  the  publifhing, 
fubfcribing,   aiding,   or  abetting  the  foregoing,  or 
any  fimihr  covenant. 

This  proclamation  had  no  other  effeSt  than  to 
excrcifc  the  pens  and  the  judgment  of  thofe  who 
were  verfed  in-  legal  knowledge,  by  endeavouring 
to  ihew,  that  the  aflhciation  did  not  come  within  any 
ofthctreafon-laws,  and  that  the  charges  made  by  the 
|;ovemor,  were  confequently  erroneous,  unjuft,  and 
Ei^ly  injurious.  They  (aid  he  had  affumed  a  powcr^ 
wmch  the  conftitution  denied  even  to  the  fovereign, 
the  power  of  making  thofe  things  to  be  treaibn, 
which  were  not  confidered  as  fuch  by  the  laws ;  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  affemble  to  conHder  of 
their  common  grievances,  and  to  form  affociations 
for  their  general  conduft  towards  the  remedy  of 
thofe  grievances ;  and  that  the  proclamation  was 
equally  arbitray,  odious,  and  illegal. 

Met- 
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1774.        Meafures  wcie  now  evary  where  taken  for  the 
v^^o^   holding  of  a  general  congrefs }  and  Philadelphia, 
Meafures  from  the  convenience  of  its  fituation,  as  well  as  its 
relatiTc     fccurity,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place,  and  the  be- 
^u^       ginning  of  Sept.  the  time,  for  meeting.     Where 
^£^'°^     an  afiembly  happened  to  be  fitting,  as  in  the  cafe  of 
gcBcral     Mafiachufctt*s-Bay,  they  appointed  deputies   to  re- 
coDgrefs.   prefent  the  province,  in  the  Congrefs.     But  as  this 
vhappened  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few  inftances,  the 
general  method  was,  for  the  people  to  eleft  their 
ufual  number  of  reprcfentatives,  and  thefe,  at  a  gen- 
eral meeting,  .  chofe  'deputies  among  themfelves ; 
the  number  of.  which,  in  general,  bore  fomc  pro- 
portion to  the  extent  and  importance  of  the  pro* 
vince;  two  being  the  'leafl,  and  feven  the  greateit 
number,;  that  reprefented  any  colony.    But  what- 
ever the  number  of  reprcfentatives  were,  each  co- 
lony had  no  more  than  a  fingle  vote. 

Rcfoltt-  At  thefe  county  and  provincial  meetings,  a 
tioDB  paf-  number  of  refolutions  were  conftantly  palfed,  among 
fcdin dif-  which  a  declaration  that  the  Bollon  Portradl  was 
^1^^  oppreffive,  unjuft,  and  unconftitutional  in  its  priur 
^  ciples,  and  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  America, 

was  always  among  the  foremoft.  At  Philadelphia, 
a  petition,  figned  by  near  900  freeholders,  was  prci- 
fented  to  Mr.  Penn,  the  Governor,  intreating  him 
to  call  a  general  afiembly  as  foon  as  poflible.  Thia 
.  requeft  being  refufed,  the  province  proceed^ci  to  th^ 

Ja  7  '5-  cle6Uon  of  deputies,  who  foon  after  met  at  Phila- 
delphia. As  the  refolqtions  pafled  at  tliis  meetings 
carry  more  the  marks  of  cool  and  temperate  delibe- 
ration, as  well  as  of  affe£i:ion  to  the  mother  coun>- 
try,  than  thofe  of  many  others,  and  are  at  the  fame 
time  equally  firm  in  the  determination  of  fupportr 
ing  what  they  thought  their  rights,  we  (hall  be  th^ 
more  particular  in  our  notice  of  them. 

They  fet  out  with  the  ftrongeft  profeffion^  of. 
duty  and  allegiance  to  the  Sovereign,  which  could 

be 
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be  well  devifed ;  and  declare  their  abhorrence  of  1774. 
every  idea,  of  an  unconftitutional  independence 
on  the  parent  ftate ;  upon  which  account,  they 
fay,  that  they  view  the  late  diftcrences  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonifts,  with  the  deepeft 
diflrefe  and  anxiety  of  mind,  as  fruitlefs  to  her, 
grievous  to  them,  and  dcftruftive  to  the  beft  in- 
tcrefts  of  both.  They  then,  after  expreffing  the 
mod  ardent  wifhes  for  ;a  rcftoration  of  the  farmer 
harmony,  declare  that  the  colonifts  are  entitled  to 
the  fAme  rights  and  liberties  within  the  colonies, 
that  the  fubjects  born  in  England  are  within  that 
rcainu 

They  reprobate,  in  the  ftrougeft  terms,  the  late 
bills  relative  to  the  province  of  MaflT^chufett's  Bay, 
and  declare,  that  they  confider  their  brethren  at 
Boilon,  as  fuffering  in  the  common  caufc  of  all  the 
colonics.  They  aUb  declare,  the  abfolute  neceflity 
of  a  Congress,  to  confult  together,  and  to  form  a 
general  plan  of  condud  to  be  obferved  by  all  the 
colonies,  for  the  purpofes  of  procuring  relief  for 
their  fuffering  brethren,  obtaining  redrefs  of  their 
general  grievances,  preventing  future  diffentions, 
finnly  cftablifliing  their  rights,  and  the  reftoration 
of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies 
npon  a  conititutional  foundation. 

They  acknowledge,  that  a  fufpenfion  of  the  com- 
merce of  that  large  trading  province  with  Great 
Britain,  would  greatly  diftrcfs  multitudes  ofstheir 
induibrious  inhabitants  ;  but  declare  that  they  are 
ready  to  offer  that  facrifice,  and  a  much  greater, 
for  the  prefervation  of  their  liberties ;  that,  how- 
ever, in  regard  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  as 
well  as  of  their  own  country,  and  in  hopes  that 
their  juft  remonftrances  might  at  length  have  effeft, 
it  was  their  eameft  defire,  that  the  Congrefs  fhould 
firft  try  the  gentle  mode  of  ftating  their  grievances, 
and    making,  a  firm  and   decent  claim  c^f  redrefs. 

T  They 
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1774.  They  conclude  with  warning  dealers  not  to  raifc 
^</^^r^  the  price  of  their  merchandize  beyond  the  ufual 
rates,  on  account  of  any  fefolutions  that  miglit  be 
taken  with  refpeft  to  importation  ;  and  by  a  decla- 
riation,  that,  that  province  would  break  off  all  deal- 
ing and  commercial  intercourfc  whatfoever,  with 
any  town,  city  or  colony  on  the  continent,  or  with 
any  individuals  in  them,  who  ftiould  rcfufe,  decline, 
or  negleft  to  adopt  and  carry  into  execution  fuch 
general  plan  as  fliould  be  agreed  upon  in  the  Con- 
grcfs. 

Aug.  I  ft.  At  a  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  fcveral  counties 
of  Virginia  at  Williamlburgh,  which  lalled  for  fix 
days,  befides  profeflions  of  allegiance  and  loyalty, 
of  regard  and  affcftion  for  their  fcllow-fubjefts  in 
Great  Britain,  equally  flrongly  expreffed  with  thofc 
which  we  have  mentioned,  and  fever al  refolutions 
in  common  with  the  other  colonics,  they  paflcd 
others  which  were  peculiar,  and  confidering  the 
ftatc  and  circumftances  of  that  province,  witn  its 
immediate  dependence  on  the  mother-country  for 
the  difpofal  of  its  only  ftapic  commodity,  muft  be 
confidered  very  deferving  of  attention,  becaufe 
flrongly  indicating  the  true  fpirit  of  that  people. 

Among  thefe,  they  rcfolved  not  to  purchafc  any 
more  flaves  from  Africa,  the  Wefl-Indies,  or  any- 
other  place  ;  that  their  non-importation  agreement 
(which  had  been  early  entered  into)  fhould  take  * 
place  on  the  firft  of  the  following  November  ; — 
that  if  the  American  grievances  were  not  redreffcd 
by  the  loth  of  Auguft  1775,  they  would  export, 
after  that  time,  no  tobacco,  or  any  other  goods 
whatever,  to  Great-Britain  ;  and  to  render  Ais  laft 
refolution  the  more  effeftual,  they  flrongly  re- 
commended the  cultivation  of  fuch  articles  of  huf- 
bandry,  inflead  of  tobacco,  as  may  form  a  proper 
bafis  for  manufaftures  of  all  forts  ;  and  particular- 
ly to  improve  the  breed  of  then:  fhccp,  to  multiply 

theoiy 
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jthem,  and  to  kill  as  few  of  them  as  pofliblc.  TKey  1774. 
alfo  refolvcd  to  declare  thofe  enemies  to  their  coun-  ^^nrv^ 
try,  who  fliould  breakthrough  the  Non-importa- 
tion refolution.  The  people  of  of  Maryland,  the 
other  great  tobacco  colony,  were  not  bcnind  hand 
with  thofe  of  Virginia  in  their  determinations  ;  arid 
the  two  Carolinas,  whofe  exiftence  fccmed  to  dc- 
pcnd  upon  their  exportation,  were  by  no  means 
among  the  leaft  violent.  ' 

Thus  thd  Bofton  Port-bill  and  its  companions, 
had  even  exceeded  the  prognoftications  of  their 
mod  violent  opponents.  'iTicy  had  raifcd  a  flame 
from  one  tnd  to  the  other  of  the  continent  of 
America,  and  united  all  the  old  colonies  in  one 
common  caufe.  A  fimilar  language  was  every 
where  held  j  or  if  there  was  any  difference  in  the 
language,  the  mcafures  that  wjre  adopted  were 
every  where  direfted  to  the  fame  objeft.  They  all 
agreed  in  the  main  points,  of  holding  a  Congrefs, 
of  not  fubmitting  to  tl\e  payment  of  any  internal 
taxes,  that  were  not,  as  ufual,  impofed  by  their 
own  affemblies,  and  of  fufpending  all  commerce 
with  the  mother-country,  untill  the  American  grie- 
vances in  general,  and  thofe  of  MafTachufett's 
Bay  in  particular,  were  fully  redrefled. 

The  people,  as  is  always  the  cafe,  were,  from 
circumftanccs  or  temper,  more  or  lefs  violent  in 
different  places  ;  but  the  refolution  as  to  the  great 
objeft  of  debate,  the  point  of  taxation,  was  every 
where  the  fame,  and  the  moft  moderate,  even  at 
New- York,  feemed  determined  to  endure  any  evils, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  that.  At  Newport,  in  Rhode 
Ifland,  the  flame  burned  higher  than  in  fomc  other 
placrs  J  an  inflammatory  paper  was  tlierc  publilhcd, 
with  a  motto  in  capitals, — ^JOIN  or  DIE;'* — ^in 
this  piece  the  Hate  of  Bofton  was  reprcfcnted  as  ^ 
fiege,  and  as  a  direft  and  hoftile  invafion  of  all  the 
Colonics  ;  "  the  generals  of  dcfpotifm,  (it  fays)  are 

**  now 
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1774.  "  now  drawing  the  lines  of  circumvallation  around 
our  bulwarks  of  liberty ;  and  nothing  but  unity, 
refolution,  and  perfcvcrancc  can  favc  ourfelves 
and  our  poftcrity  from  what  is  worfc  than  death. 


« 
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'Jlavery^ 

What  rendered  this  ftate  of  affairs  the  more  dan- 
gerous, was,  that  it  did  not  arife  from  the  difcon- 
tent  of  a  turbulent  or  opprcfTed  nobility,  where,  by 
bringing  over  a  few  of  the  leaders,  the  feft  muft 
follow  of  courfc,  or  perfid  only  to  their  ruin  ;  nor 
did  it  depend  upon  the  refolution  or  perfeverancc 
of  a  body  of  merchants  and  dealers,  where  every 
man,  habitually  ftudious  of  his  immediate  intercft, 
would  trdmble  at  the  thought  of  thofe  confequences, 
which  might  effcntially  affed  it ;  and  where  a  few 
lucrative  jobs  or  contrails,  properly  applied,  woul4 
fplit  them  into  numberlcfs  factions ;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  this  inftance,  the  great  force  of  the  oppo- 
fition  to  government,  confilted  in  the  land-holders 
throughout  America.  The  Britifh  lands,  in  that 
vafl  continent,  are  generally  portioned  out  in  num^ 
bcrlefs  fmall  freeholds,  and  afford  that  mediocrity 
.of  conditio-n  to  the  poffeffors,  which  is  fufticient  to 
raife  ftrong  bodies  and  vigorous  minds  ;  but  fel- 
doin  that  fuperabundance,  which  proves  fo  fatal  to 
both  in  old  and  refined  countries.  The  American 
freeholders,  at  prcfent,  are  nearly,  in  point  of  con- 
dition, v/hat  the  Englifli  yeomen  were  of  old,  v/hcn 
they  rendered  us  formidable  to  all  Europe,  and  our 
name  celebrated  throughout  the  world.  The  for- 
mer, from  many  obvious  circumftances,  are  more 
cnthufiaftical  lovers  of  liberty,  than  even  our  yeo- 
men were.  Such  a  body  was  too  numerous  to  be 
bribed,  and  too  bold  to  be  dcfpifed  without  great 
danger. 

In  this  untoward  ftate  of  public  affairs,  General 
Gage  had  the  confolation  to  receive  a  congratula- 
tory addrefs  from  the  JuRices  of  the  Peace  of  Ply- 
mouth 


Chap.  IV.        Civil  War  /»  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.  [141 

mouth  county,  affembled  at  their  general  feffions,    1774. 
in  which,  bcfides  the  cuftomary  compliments,  they  v.>^v^^ 
cjcpreffed  great  concern  at  feeing  that  the  inhabi-  ^^j^j^^^ 
tants  of  fome  towns,  influenced  by  certain  perfons,  from  the 
calling  themfclves  committees  of  correfpondencc,  jufticct 
and  encouraged  by  fome,  whofe  bufmefs  it  was,  as  o^  Ply- 
preachers  of  the  Gofpel,  to  inculcate  principles  of  "*°^^** 
loyalty,   and  obedience  to  the  laws,   entering  into   ^^^  ^* 
a  league,  calculated  to  increafc  the  difpleafure  of 
the  fovercign,   to   exafperate  the  parent  country, 
and  to  interrupt  the  harmony  of  fociety.     A  pro^ 
left  was   alfo  paflfed  by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Worcefter,   againft  all  riotous  diforders, 
and  feditious  practices.     Thefe  efforts  had  however 
no  other  effeft,  than  probably  to  lead  the  governor 
as  well  as  adminiftration  into  an  erroneous  opinion, 
as  to  the  ftrcngth  and  number  of  the  friends  of 
government  in  that  province. 

Though  liberal  contributions  were  raifed  in  the 
different  colonics  for  the  relief  of  the  fuffering  in- 
habitants of  Bofton  ;  yet  it  may  be  cafily  concei- 
ved, that  in  a  town,  containing  above  20,000  in- 
habitants, who  had  always  fubfiftcd  by  commerce, 
and  the  feveral  trades  and  kinds  of  bufinefs  fubfer- 
vicnt  to  it,  and  where  the  maintenance  of  numbcr- 
Icfs  families  depend  merely  upon  locality,  the  cut- 
ting off  that  grand  fource  of  their  employment  and 
fubfiftence,  muft,  notwithftanding  any  temporary 
relief,  occafion  great  and  numerous  diftreffes.  Even 
the  rich  were  not  exempt  from  this  general  cala- 
mit)%  as  a  very  great  part  of  their  property  confided 
in  wharfs,  ware-houfes,  fheds,  and  all  thofe  numer- 
ous ereSions,  which  are  deftined  to  the  purpofes 
of  commerce  in  a  great  trading  port,  and  were  no 
longer  of  any  value. 

They,  however,  bore  their  misfortunes  with  a 
wonderful  conftancy,  and  met  with  a  general  fym- 
pathy  and  tendernefs,  which  much  confirmed  their 

refo- 
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1774.  their  rc&hition.  Their  neighbours,  the  merchants 
^^-^"^'"^^  and  inhahitaiots  of  the  town  and  port  of  Marble- 
head^  who  were  among  thofc  that  were  to  profit  thiC 
moft  by  their  ruin,  inftead  of  endeavouring  to  reap 
the  fruits  of  their  calamity,  fent  them  a  generous 
offer  of  the  ufc  of  their  (lores  and  wharfs,  of  attend- 
ing to  the  biding  and  unlading  of  their  goods,  and. 
of  tranfading  all  the  bufmefs  they  fliould  do  at  their 
port,  without  putting  them  to  the  fmalleft  expcnce ; 
but  they  at  the  fame  time  exhorted  them  to  pcrfc- 
vere  in  that  patience  and  rcfolution,  which  had  ever 
been  their  charafteriftic. 

« 

Uncafi-         Soon  after  the  General's  arrival  in  his  govern- 
ncfg  ex-     ment,  two  regiments  of  foot,  with  a  fmall  detach- 
citcd  by    ment  of  the  artillery,  and  fome  cannon,  were  land- 
▼auAhe  ^^  ^^  Bofton^  and  encamped  on  the  common,  which 
troops.      JJ^s  within  the  Pcninfula  on  which  the  town  (lands. 
Thefe  troops  were  by  degrees  reinforced  by  the 
arrival  of  feveral  regiments   from  Ireland,  New- 
York,  Halifax,  and  at  length  from  Quebec,    It  ma^y 
be  eafily  conceived,  that  the  arrival  and  ftation  of 
thefe  troops,  was  far  from  being  agreeable  to  the 
inhabitants ;    nor  was  the  jcaloufy  in  any  degree 
Icfs,  in  the  minds  of  their  neighbours  of  the  fur- 
rounding  counties.    This  diffatisfaftion  was  further 
increafed  by  the  placing  of  a  guard  at  Bofton  Neck; 
(which  is  the  narrow  ifthmus  that  joins  the  Pcnin- 
fula to  the  continent),  a  mcafure  of  which  the  fre- 
quent defcrtion  of  the  foldiers  was  either  the  caufe, 
or  the  pretext,' 

In  this  ftatc,    a  trifling  circumffance  gave  the 
r  people  of  Bofton  a  full  earncft  of  the  fupport  the) 

might  expect  from  the  country  in  cafe  of  extremity 

:  ',  and  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  general  tempc* 

'         Falfc         ^f  ^^^  people.     A  report  had  been  ipread,  perhap  • 

alarm.       induftrioufly,  that  a  regiment  poftcd  at  the  Neck, 

:  had  cutoff  all  communication  with  the  country,  iii 

order  toftarve  the  town  into  a  compliance  with  an) 

mea- 
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meafures  that  might  be  propofed  to  them.  Upon  i  yyj^. 
this  vague  report,  a  large  body  of  tl^  inhabitants  ^^^r>J 
of  the  county  of  Worceftcr  immediately  affembled, 
and  difpatcbed  two  meflengers  expreiis  to  Bofton, 
to  difcover  the  truth  of  the  intelligesice.  Thcfc 
envoys  informed  the  town,  that  if  the  report  had 
been  true,  there  were  feveral  thoufand  armed  men, 
ready  to  have  marched  to  their  aiHiiance;  and 
told  them  further,  that  thej^  were  commilfioned  to 
acquaint  them,  that  even  though  they  might  be  dif- 
pofed  to  a  furrender  of  their  Hbcrticg,  the  people 
of  the  country  would  not  think  thcmfelv^«  at  all 
included  in  their  ad.  That  by  the  late  afts  of  the 
Briti/h  parliament,  and  the  biUs  which  were  pending 
therein,  when  the  lall  intelligence  was  received, 
their  charter  was  utterly  vacated ;  and  that  the 
conipad  between  Great -Britain  and  tbe  colony  being 
thus  difiblved,  they  were  at  full  liberty  to  combine 
together  in  what  manner  and  form  they  thought 
bell  for  mutual  fecurity. 

Not  long  after  the  governor  iflued  a  proclama-*  Prock- 
tion  for  the  encouragement  of  piety  afnd  virtue,  and  tnationt 
for  the  preventing  and  punifliing  of  vice,  prophane-  ^°^  ^^^ 
nefs,  and  immorality.     This  proclamation,  which  ^^^^'^^1 
was  avowedly  in  imitation  of  that  iffued  by  his  Ma-  orpiety 
jcfty  upon  his  acceffion,  fcems,  like  moft  aftsof  andw- 
government  about  this  time,  to  have  been  wrong  tuc,  &c. 
placed,  and  ilUtimed.     The  people  of  that  province 
had  always  been  fcoffed  at,  and  reproached  by  their 
enemies,  as  well  as  by  thofe  of  loofer  manners,  for 
a  pharifaical  attention  to  outward  forms,  and  to  1^ 
appearances  of  religious  piety  and   virtue.     It  \% 
fcarccly  worth  an  obfervation,  tliat  neither  procla- 
mations or  laws  can  reach  farther  than  external  ap- 
pearances.    But  in  this  proclamation  **  Hypocrify" 
being  inferted  among  the  immoralities,  agairift  which 
the  people  were  warned,  it  feemed  as  if  an  ad  of 
flate  were  turned  into  a  libel  on  the  people  ;  and 

this 
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1774^    this  infult  exafperated  greatly  the  rage  of  minds 
abready  fufficiently  difcontentcd. 


Ky^>r>u 


New  Along  with  the  new  laws,  which  did  not  arriyc 

counfcl-    till  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  Governor  Gage  re- 
^^^  ceived  a  lift  of  36  new  counfellors,  who  in  con- 

formity to  the  new  regulations  of  them,  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  crown,  contrary  to  the  method  pre- 
Icribed  by  the  charter,  of  their  being  chofen  by  the 
reprefentatives  in  each  affcmbly.  Of  thefe  gentle- 
men, about  24  accepted  the  oihce,  which  was  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  to  carry  on  the  bufinefs  of  govern- 
ment, until  a  frefli  nomination  ihould  arrive  for 
filling  up  the  vacancies. 

Hoftile  '  Matters  were  now,  however,  unfortunately  tcnd- 
appear-  ing  to  that  crifis,  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all 
ancci.  eftablifhed  government  in  the  province.  The  peo- 
ple in  the  different  counties  became  every  day  more 
outrageous,  and  every  thing  bore  the  femblance  of 
refiftance  and  war;  in  Berkfliire  and  Worcefter 
counties  in  particular,  nothing  was  was  to  be  fecn 
or  heard  of,  but  the  purchafmg  and  providing 
of  arms,  die  procuring  of  ammunition,  the 
cafting  of  balls,  and  all  tfiofe  other  preparationa, 
which  teftify  the  moft  immediate  danger,  and  de- 
termined  refiftance.  All  thofe,  who  accepted  of 
oSices  under  the  new  laws,  or  prepared  to  aft  in 
conformity  with  them,  were  every  where  declared 
to  be  enemies  to  their  country,  and  threatened 
with  all  the  confequenccs  due  to  fuch  a  charafter. 
The  people  of  Connefticut,  looking  upon  the  fete 
of  their. neighbouring  colony  to  be  only  a  prelude 
to  their  own,  even  exceeded  them  in  violence. 

New  The  ^ew  judges-  were  rendered  every  where  in- 

judgci      capable  of  proceeding  in  their  office.     Upon  open- 
incapable  ing  the  courts,  the  great  and  petty  juries  through- 
of  a£Uog.  ^^<^  jjj^  whole  pro^ce,  unanimoufly  refufed  to  be 
fworn,  or  to  aft  in  any  manner,  under  the  new 

judges. 
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judges,  and  the  new  laws.  The  adting  otherwife  1774. 
was  deemed  fo  heinous,  that  the  clerks  of  the  courts  v^v>u 
found  it  neceffary  to  acknowledge  their  contrition 
in  the  public  papers,  for  ifTuing  the  warrants  by 
which  the  juries  were  fummoned  to  attend,  and 
not  only  to  declare,  that  let  the  confcquences  be 
what  they  may,  they  would  not  aft  fo  again  ;  but 
that,  they  had  not  confidcred  what  they  were,  do- 
ing, and  that  if  their  countrymen  fliould  forgive 
them,  they  could  never  forgive  themfclvcs  for  the 
fault  they  had  committed.  At  Great  Barrington, 
and  fome  other  places,  the  people  affcmbled  in 
numerous  bodies,  and  filled  the  court-houfe  and 
avenues  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  neither  the  judges 
nor  their  officers  could  obtain  entrance  j  and  upon 
the  (herrifF*8  commanding  them  to  make  way  for  the 
court ;  they  anfwered.  that  they  knew  no  court, 
nor  other  eftablifhment,  independent  of  the  ancient 
laws  and  ufages  of  their  country,  and  to  none  other 
would  they  fubmit,  or  give  way  upon  any  terms. 

The  new  counfellors  were  ftill  more  imfortunate  New 
than  the  judges.     Their  ho\ifes  were  furrounded  by  counfel- 
grcat  bodies  of  the  people,  who  foon  difcovered  by  ^^  y^°^°^" 
then:  countenance  and  tiemper,  that  they  had  no  Jlfnouncc 
other  alternative  than  to  fubmit  to  a  renunciation  of  their  offi- 
thcir  offices,  or  to  fuffer  all  the  fury  of  an  enraged  cc8. 
populace.     Moft  of  them  fubmitted  to  the  former 
condition  ;  fome  had  the  fortune  to  be  in  Bofton, 
and  thereby  evaded  the  danger,  while  others,  vidth 
great  rifque,    were  purfued  and  hunted  in  their 
cfcape  thither,  with  threats  of  deftruftion  to  their 
boufes  and  eftates. 

The  old  conftitution  being  taken  away  by  aft  of 
parliament,  and  the  new  one  being  rejeftcd  by  the 
people,  an  end  was  put  to  all  forms  of  law  and  go- 
.  vcmment  in  the  province  of  Maffiwhufett's  Bay  j 
and  the  people  were  reduced  to  that  ftate  of  anar- 
chy, in  which  mankind  are  fuppofed  to  have  exifted 
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1 774^  in  the  eaLrlicft  ages.  The  degree  of  order,  however^ 
Vvx-/  which,  by  the  general  concurrence  of  the  people, 
iKras  preferved  in  this  ftate  of  anarchy,  will  for  ever  exr 
cite  the  aitoniibment  of  mankind,  and  continue 
amone  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  the  efficacy  of  long 
eftabUfhed  habits,  and  of  a  cpnftant  fubmiiiion  to 
laws.  Excepting  the  general  oppofition  to  a  new 
government,  and  the  excefles  arifmg  from  it,  in  the 
outrages  offored  to  particular  perfons  whp  were 
upon  that  account  obnoxious  to  the  people,  no 
other  very  confiderable  marks  appeared  of  the  cef^ 
fation  of  law  or  of  government. 

Fortifica-  In  the  mean  time.  General  Gage  thought  it  ne- 
]^ft^"  ceffary,  jFor  the  fafety  of  the  tropps,  as  well  as  to 
Neck,  fecure  the  important  poft  and  town  of  Boilon,  to 
fortify  the  neck  of  land,  which  afforded  the  only 
communication,  except  by  water,  between  that 
town  and  the  continent.  This  mcafure,  however 
neceifary^  could  not  but  increafe  the  jealoufy^  fu« 
fpicion,  and  ill  blood,  which  were  already  fo  preva- 
lent ;  but.  was  foon  fucceeded  by  aoo^ier,  that  ftill 
excited  a  greater  alarm.  The  feafon  of  tlie  yesDP 
was  now  arrived  for  the  annual  mufter  of  thie  militia  ; 
and  the  general^  having  probably  Ibme  fufpicien  of 
their  conduft  when  afiead)led,  or,  as  they  pre^end^ 
ed,  being  urged  thereunto  bv  thofe  fecret  adiviferf 
and  tale-bearers,  to  whofe  inudious  arts,  ^d  falfe 
information,  for  a  long  time  pad,  as  well  as  the  pre^r 
lent,  the  Americans  attributed  all  their  own  cala-^ 
mities,  and  the  troubles  that  had  arifen  between 
Provmci-  jj^^jj  countries  j  however  it  was,  he  feiaed  upon  th^ 
zinw^fci'-  sunronnition  and  flores,  which  were  lo4ged  in  the 
zed.  provincial  arfenal  at  Cambridge,  and  had  them 
brought  to  Boilon.  He  alfo,  at  the  fkme  time, 
fciz^  upon  the  powder  which  was  lodged  in  the 
magazines  at  Charles-Town,  and  fome  other  places, 
being  partly  private  property,  and  partly  prgvin« 
cial. 

This 
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This  excited  the  inoft  violent  and  timverfal  fer-    1 774. 
mcnt  that  had  yct^cnJcnown.    The  ptople  afliem-  v^^v^^ 
Ucd  to  the  amount  of  feveral  thouiands»  and  it  was  rp^^ 
vntii  the  greateft  difficulty,  that  fomc  of  the  more  pk  ,-,J^*^ 
moderate  and  leading  gentlemen  of  the  country  violent 
were  able  to  reftrain  them  from  marching  dircftly  to  fcnnent. 
Bofton,  there  to  dcma&d  a  delivery  of  the  powder 
and  ftoresy  and  in  cafe  of  refufal  to  attack  the  troops. 
A  falfe  report  having  hccn  intentionally  fprp^H^  * 

about  the  fame  time,  and  extended  to  Coxmedicut, 
in  order,  probably,  to  try  the  temper  of  that  pro- 
vince, that  the  fhigft  and  troops  had  attacked  the 
town  of  Bofton,  and  were  tiicn  firing  upon  it, 
when  tiie  pretended  bearers  of  the  news  had  come 
aws^,  feveral  thoufaads  of  thofe  people  immediately 
aflSrmbled  in  arms,  and  marched,  with  great  expedi* 
lion,  a  confiderable  diftance,  to  tha  relief,  as  they 
fiippofed,  of  their  fttffering  neighbours,  before  they 
were  conviaced  of  the  miftake. . 

About  this  time,  the  governor's  company  of  ca-  Company 
dets,  confifting  wholly  of  gentlemen  of  Bofton,  and  of  cadets 
of  fuch,  in  general,  as  had  always  been  well  affeft-  di(band 
ed  to  government,  difbanded  themfcWes  and  return*  J^^"" 
ed  to  uie  general  the  ftandard,  Urith  which,  accord-  ^^^  * 
tng  to  cuftom,  he  had  prefented  them  upon  his  ar-  the  ftan- 
.rival.    This  iUght  to  the  governor,  and  apparent  dard. 
difrclifli  to  the  new  government,  proceeded  imme- 
di4tely  from  bis  havmg  taken  away  Mr.  Hancock's 
comxniffion,  who  was  ^e  colonel  of  that  corps.    A 
C>lonel  Murray  of  the  militia,  having  accepted  a 
feat  in  the  new  council,  24  officers  of  his  regiment 
refigned  their  commiffions  in  one  day  ;  fo  general 
was  the  fpirit  i;diich  was  now  gone  forth. 

The  late  meafure  of  feizing  the  powder,  as  well 
as  the  fortifications  which  were  eredling  on  Bofton- 
neck,  occafioned  the  holding  of  an  al&mbly  of  de- 
legates, from  all  the  towns  of  the  county  of  Suflblk, 
of  which  Bofton  is  the  county  town  and  capital. 

In 
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1774.   In  this  affcmbly  a  great  number  of  refolutipns  were 
^^"-^^^  paffcd^Tome  or  which  militated  more  ftrongly  with 
g^j        the  authority  of  the  new  legiflature,  than  any  that 
rcfoluti-    had  yet  appeared.     They  arc,  however,  introduced 
ons  paff-   by  a  declaration  of  allegiance  ;    but  they  alfo.  de- 
ed by  the  ciare  it  to  be  their  doty,  by  all  lawful  means  to  dc- 
of  thc^^^'  fend  their  civil  and  religious  rights  and  liberties  ; 
county  of  ^^^*  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  gToh  infraftions  of  thofe  rights ; 
Suffolk,    and  that  no  obedience  is  due  from  that  province  to 
cither,  or  any  part  of  thofe  afts ;  but  that  they  ought 
to  be  rejeded  as  the  wicked  attempts  of  an  abandon- 
ed adminiftration  to  eftabliih  a  defpotic  government- 
They  engaged  that  the  county  mould  fupport  and 
bear  harmlefs  all  fheriffs,  jurors,  and  other  perfons 
who  (hould  fuffer  profecution  for  not  afting  under 
the  prefent  unconftitutional  judges,  or  carrying  into 
execution  any  orders  of  their  courts' ;  and  refolved, 
that  thofe  who  had  accepted  feats  at  the  council- 
board,  had  violated  the  duty  they  owed  to  their 
country  ;  and  that  if  they  did  not  vacate  them  with- 
in a  ihort  limited  time  they  fhould  be  conAdered  as 
obftinate  and  incorrigible  enemies  to  thjcir  country. 

They  alfo  pafTed  refolutions  againft  the  fortifica- 
tions at  Bofton-neck ;  the  Quebec  bill ;  for.  the  fuf. 
penfion  of  commerce ;  for  the  encouragement  of 
arts  and  manufadures ;  for  the  holding  of  a  provin- 
cial congrefs ;  and  to  pay  all  due  rclpcci  and  fub- ' 
miffion  to  the  meafures  which,  fhould  be  rccom- 
'  mended  by  the  Continental  Congrefs. '  Tliey  recom- 
mended to  the  people  to  perfecl  themfclves  in  the 
art  of  war ;  and  for  that  purpofc,  that  the  militia 
fhould  appear  under  arms  once  every  week.  That, 
as  it  had  been  reported,  that  fcvcral  gentlemen  who 
had  rendered  themfclves  confpicuous  by  contending 
for  the  violated  rights  of  their  country^  were  to  be 
apprehended,  in  cafe  fo  audacious  a  meafure  (hould 
be  carried  into  execution,  they  recommend,  that  all 
the  officers  of  fo  tyrannical  a  government,  fhould 

be 
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be  feizedy  and  hcpt  in  fefc  cuftcxiy,  until- the  for-    1774. 
mer  were  reftored  to  their  friends  and  famiUes.         v.^^v^w' 

Then  followed  a  recommendation,  ^srhich,  in  the 
prefent  (late  of  things,  amounted  to  a  peremptory 
command,  to  the  colledors  of  the  taxes,  and  all 
other  receivers  and  holders  of  the  public '  money, 
not  to  pay  it  as  ufual  to  the  treafurer ;  but  to  de« 
tain  it  in  their  hands,  until  the  civil  government  of 
the  province  was  placed  on  a  conftitutional  founda- 
tion ;  or  until  it  ibould  be  other  wife  ordered  by  the 
Provincial  Congrefs.  They,  however,  declare,  that 
notwithftanding  the  many  infults  and  ^ppreifions 
which  they  moft  fcnfibly  feel  and  refent,  they  are 
determ'med  to  aft  merely  on  the  defcnfive,  fo  long 
as  fuch  conduct  may  be  vindicated  by  reafon,  and 
the  principles  of  felf-prefervation.  They  conclude 
by  exhorting  the  people  to  reftrain  their  refent- 
ments,  to  avoid  all  riots  and  diforderly  proceedings, 
as  being  deftruftive  of  all  good  government  j  and 
by  a  (leady,  manly,  uniform,  and  perfevering  oppofi- 
tion,  to  convince  their  enemies,  that  in  a  conteft  fo 
important,  in  a  caufe  fo  folcmn,  their  conduiljhould 
be  fuch  as  to  metit  the  approbation  of  the  wife^  and 
the  admiration  of  the  brave  and  free^  of  every  agCj 
and  of  every  country. 

They  then  appointed  a  committee  tp  wait  upon  Scpt.'9th. 
the  governor,  with  a  remonftrance  againft  the  forti-  Rcmon- 
fying  of  Bofton-neck  ;  in  which  they  declare,  that  ftrancc. 
though  the  loyal  people  of  that  country  think  them- 
felves   oppreffcd  by  fome  late  afts   of  the  Britiih 
parliament,  and  are  refolved,   by  divine  qffi/iance^ 
never  to  fubmit  to  them,  they  have  no  inclination 
to  commence  war  with  his  Majefty's  troops.    They 
impute  the  prefent   extraordinary  fkrmcnt  in  the 
^nds  of  people,  befides  the  new  fortification,  to 
the  feizing  of  the  powder,  to  the  planting  ^f  can- 
non  on  the  Neck,  and  to  the  infults  and  abufc  offer- 
ed to  paffengers  by  the  Ibldiers,  in  which,  they  fay, 

they 
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17  74*  thty  have  been  cncoartged  by  feme  of  the  oflMcrt ; 

^^-^"^  and  conclude,  by  declaring,  that  nothing  Icfs  than  a 
removal  or  redrcfs  of  thofe  grievances,  can  place 
the  mhabftantsof  the  county  in  that  fituation  of  peace 
9nd  tranquility,  which  every  free  fubjed;  ought  to 
^joy.  In  this  addrefs  they  totally  difchimed  every 
vfiih  and  idea  of  independency,  and  attributed  all 
the  prefeilt  troubles  to  nufinformation  at  hofne,  and 
the  finifter  defigns  of  particukur  perfons?  ^ 

Anfwer.'  To  this  addrefs  General  Gage  anfwered,  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  prevent  the  free  egrefs  and  re« 
grefs  of  any  perfon  to  and  firbm  the  town-ofBofton  j 
diat  he  would  fuffer  none  under  his  command  to  in- 
.iure  the  perlbn  or  property  of  any  of  hisMajefty's 
'  fubjefts  }  but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  preferve  the 
peace,  and  to  prevent  furprize ;  and  thit  no  ufc 
would  be  made  cJf  the  cannon,  unlcfs  their  hoftile 
proceedings  ihould  render  it  neceflary. 

Wnts  for      Brfore  public  affairs  had  arrived  at  their  prcfent 

holding     alarming  (late,  the  governor,  by  the  advice  of  the 

a  general  new  council,  had  iflfued  writs  for  the  holding  of  a 

aflcmbly   general  affembly,  which  was  to  meet  in  the  begin - 

mTnd^'   ^^^S  ^  Oftobcr ;  but  the  events  that  afterwards 

by  pro-    ^oc»k  place,  and  the  heat  and  violence  which  every 

dama-      where  prevailed,  together  with  the  rcfignation  of  fo 

tion.        great  a  number  of  the  new  maiidamus  counfellors, 

as   deprived  the  fmall  remainder  of  all  efficacy, 

made  him  think  it  expedient  to  countermand  the 

writs  by  a  proclamation,  and  to  defer  the  holding 

of  the  aflfcmbly  to  a  fitter  feafon.    The  legality  of 

this  proclamation  was  called  in  queftion,  and  the 

ele&ions  every  where  took  place  without  regard  to 

oet.  nth  it.     The  new  members  accordingly  met  at  Salem, 

purfuant  to  the  precepts ;  but  having  waited  a  day. 

The  re-    without  the  governor,  or  any  fubftitute  for  him  at- 

prefcn-     tending,  to  adrainifter  the  oaths,  and  open  the  fef- 

mcc7*      ^^'^J  ^^^T  voted  themfclves  into  a  provmcial  Con- 

notwith-   g'^cfs,  to  be  joined  by  fuch  others  as  bad  been,  dr 

(landing  fliould 
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&Guld  be  eledcd  for  that  purpofc  j  altar  wWck    1 774. 
Mr.  Haficocky  fo  obnoxious  to  tbe  govcnior'«  par-   v.-^^'^^n*/ 
ty,  W2»  chofen  chairman^  and  they  adjooFficd  to  the  ^^  sai^^i 
^wn  of  Concord,  about  twenty  nulcs  firom  Bofton.  Tote  . 

them- 

Among  their  earlieft  pfococdingSy  they  aH>oint-  ^«^^«*  '"- 
cd  a  committee  to  wait  upon  the  governor  with  a  ^°j^^°' 
remondrance,  in  which  they  apologized  for  their  congrefs, 
prefent  meeting,  by  reprefenting,  tiiat  the  diflreiSsd  and  ad- 
andmiferable  Rate  of  the  colony,  had  rendered  it  indiC  journ  to 
penlably  neceflary  to  colled  the  wifdom  of  riaye  |^-  the  town 
vince  by  their  delegates  in  that  Congreia ;  thereby  ^^^^"' 
to  coacerbfome  adequate  remedy  to  prevestt  inpend* 
ing  Fuifl,  to  provide  for  the  public  &£et7.    'Hicy 
then  exprefe  the  grievous  apprehenfiom  at  tbe  peo* 
pie  from  the  mearfure&  now  purfuing.    They  afiert,  • 
that  even  the  rigour  of  the  Bofton  p9rt  bill  is  ex^ 
cceded,  by  the  manner .  in  which  it  was  canied  into 
execution*    ITiey  complain  of  the  bte  lawa,  cdi^  Rcmon. 
culated  not  only  tp  abridge  the  people  of  ^hm  rights,  ((ranee  * 
but  to  licenfe  nmrders.;  of  the  number  of  tK)ops  from  the 
in  the  capital,  which  were  daily  increafing  by  new  p«>vinei- 
acceffions  drawn  from  every  part  of  the  ocfntinent ;  *L^°' 
together  wkh  the  formidable  and  hoflafe  prepara*  .^^*  ^ 
tipns  at  Bofk)n-neak ;  all  tending  to  endanger  the 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties,  not  only  ef  the  pec* 
pie  of  Boftou,  but  of  the  province  in  generai.  They 
conclude  by  adjuring  the  general,  as  he  rc^alMls  hi^ 
Majcfty's  honour  and  inti3reft,  the  dsgniliy  and  happi* 
nefs  of  the  empire^  and  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
the.  province,  to  defift  immeoiately  from  the  con^ 
ftru£tion  of  the  fortrefs  at  the  entrance  incb  Bofton, 
and  to  reftore  that  pafs  to  its  natural  ftate* 

The  general  was  involved  in  ibme  diffieulty  iii  Gorer- 
giving  them  an  anfwer,  as  he  could  not  acknow-  nor't  an- 
ledge  the  legality  of  their  affcmbling.    The  necet  ^^'^* 
fity  of  the  times  however  previuled.    He  expreiied 
great  indignation  that  an  idea  (hould -be  formed, 
that  die  hvesriiberties  or  property  4>f  any  people, 
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1774^  'except  avcvwed  enemies^  fhould  be  in  danger  from 
^^""^^^  Engliih  trcx^.— Britain,  he  faid,  could  never  har- 
bour the  black  defign  of  wantonly  deftroying  or  en. 
flaving  any  people ;  and  notwithftanding  tW.enmity 
fhewn  to  the  troops,  by  withholding  from  them  al- 
moft  every  neccflary  for  their  prefervation,  they  had  ' 
not  yet  difcovered  the  refentment  which  might  juft* 
ly  be  expe&ed  to  arife  from  fuch  hoftile  treatment. 
He  reminded  the  Congrefs,  that  while  they  complain 
of  alterations  mad«  in  the'ur  charter,  by  a£ts  of  par- 
liament, they  are  themfelves,  by  their  prefent  affem- 
bling,  fubverting  that  charter,  and  now  ading  in 
direft  violation  of  their  own  conftitution ;  he  there* 
fore  warned  them  of  the  rocks  they  were  upon,  and 
to  defifl  from  fuch  illegal  and  unconftitutional  pro- 
ceedings. By  this  time  Bofton  viras  become  the 
place  of  refuge  to  all  thofe  friends  of  the  new  go- 
vernment, w&>  thought  it  neceffary  to  perfevere  in 
avowing  thdr  fentimems.  .  The  commiffioners  of 
the  cuiboms,  with  all  their  officers,  had  aUb  thought 
.  .  it  necei£iry,  towards  the  conclufion  of  the  preceding 
month,  to  abandon  their  head-quarters  at  Salem, 
and  to  romove  the  af^aratus  of  a  cuflom-houfe,  to 
a  place  which  an  aft  of  pariianfent  had  profcribed 
from  all  trade.  Thus  the  new  afts  of  parliament 
on  one  hand,  and  the  refiftance  of  the  people  on 
tiic  other,  equally  joined  to  aifnihilate  all  appear- 
ance of  government,  legiflation,  judicial  proceed- 
ings, and  commercial  regulations. 

.  Upon  the  iqpproach.  of  winter,  the  general  had 
ordered  temporary  barracks  to  be  ereded  for  the* 
troops,  partly  pernaps,  for  fafety,  and  partly  to  pre- 
vent the  diforders  and  mifchiefs,  which,  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  ftate  and  temper  of  bothi  muft  be  the  unavoid-* 
able  confequences  of  their  being  quartered  upon 
*  the  inhabitants.  Such,  however,  was  the  diflike  to 
their  being  provided  for  in  any  manner,  that  the 
fele£k-men  and  the  committees  obliged  the  work- 
men to  quit  their  employment,  though  the  money 

for 
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for  their  labour  would  have  been  paid  by  the  crown.    1774. 
The  general  had  as  little  fuccefe  in  endeavouring  to  v,^^v>^ 
procure  carpenters  from  New- York,  fo  that  it  was 
-with  the  greateft  difficulty  be  could  get  thofe  tem- 
porary lodgments  erefted ;  and  having  endeavoured 
alfo  to  procure  fome  winter  covering  from  the  latter 
city,  the  offer  to  purchafe  it  was  prefented  to  every 
merchant  there,  who  to  a  man  refufed  complying 
with  any  part  of  the  order,  and  returned  for  anfwer, 
**  That  they  never  would  fupply  any  article  for  the 
^^  benefit  of  men  who  were  fent  as  enemies  to  their 
**  country." 

Every  thing  n6w  tended  to  increafe  the  mutual  State  of 
apprehcnfioD,  diftruft,  and  animofity  between  go*  afBun  at 
vcmmcht  and  the  people.  Thofe  of  Boflon,  either  ^^^^* 
were,  or  pretended  to  be,  under  continual  terror, 
from  the  apprehendons  of  immediate  danger,  to 
their  properties,  liberties,  and  even  their  lives. 
They  were  in  the  hands  of  an  armed  force,  whom 
they  abhorred,  and  who  equally  detefled  them. 
The  foldiers,  on  the  other  hand,  conlidered  them* 
fclves  in  the  midft  of  enemies,  and  were  equally 
apprehenfive  of  danger  from  within  and  without. 
Each  fide  profefTed  the  beft  intentions  in  the  world 
for  itfelf,  and  fhewed  the  greateft  fufoicion  of  the 
ether.  In  this  ftate  of  doubt  and  profeilion,  things 
were  rendered  ftill  worfe,  by  a  meafure,  which  did 
not  feem  of  fufficient  importanpe  in  its  confequences, 
to  juftify  its  being  hazarded  at  fo  critical  a  feafonl 
This  was  the  landing  of  a  detachment  of  failors  by 
night,  from  the  fhips  of  war  in  the  harbour,  who 
fpiked  up  all  the  cannon  upon  one  of  the  principal 
batteries. belonging  to  the  town. 

» 

In  the  mean  time  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  not-  Further 
withftanding  the  cautions  given,  and  dangers  held  pxt>«cd* 
•out  by  the  governor,  not  only  continued  their  aflcm-  *°B*  ^ 
bly,  but  their  refolutions  having  acquired,  from  the  ^Qelal 
jlifpo&tion  and  promptitude  of  the  people,  all  the  coDgrcft. 
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weight  and  efficacy  of  law6,  they  fccmed  to'  have 
founded  in  tStGt  fomething  like  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent government.  Under  the  ftyle  of  recom- 
mendation and  advice,  they  fettled  the  militia ;  and 
regulated  the  public  treafures ;  and  they  provided 
arms.  They  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankfgiv- 
ing,  on  which,  among  the  other  enumerated  blcff* 
ihgs,  a  particular  acknowledgment  was  to  be  made 
to  the  Almighty,  for  the  union  which  fo  remarkably 
prevailed  in  all  the  colonies. 

Thefe  and  fimilar  meafures,  induced  General 
Gage  to  iffue  a  proclamation,  in  which,  tho'  the 
dired  terms  are  avoided,  they  are  charged  with  pro- 
ceedings, which  are  genenJly  underftood  as  nearly 
tantamount  to  treafon  and  rebellion.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  provinde  were  accordingly,  in  the  king*8 
name,  prohilMtcd  from  complying,  in  any  decree, 
with  the  requifitions,  recommendations,  diredions, 
or  refolves  of  that  unlawful  aifembly. 
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« 

C  H  A  P.    V. 

Rtfilutions  of  the  General  C^agrefsf  held  at  Philadelfhia^  and 
epened  on  Monday  the  jth  of  September^  *774- 

DURING  thcfe  tranfa£kions  in  the  province  of    „^ 
Maffachufett*s-Bay,  the  twelve  old  colonies,  Sept.fth. 
including  that  whole  extent  of  continent  which  v>^vv-/ 
ilretche^  from  Nova-Scotia  to  Georgia,  had  appoint- 
ed deputies  to  attend  the  General  Congrefs,  which  General 
was  held  at  Philadelphia,  and  opened  on  Monday  hdd^t  ^* 
the  5th  of  September  1774.    Such  was  the  unhappy  phUadcI- 
efieft  of  the  meafures  purfued,  perhaps  fomewhat  phia. 
too  avowedly,  and  for  that  reafon  the  lefs  wifely^ 
for  reducing  America  by  divifion,  that  thofe  twelve 
colonies,  clafhing  in  intercils,  frequently  quarrel- 
ling about  boundaries  and  many  other  fubje^s,  dit- 
fering  in  manners,  cuftoms,  religion,  and  forn^  of 
government,  with  all  the  local  prejudices,  jealoufles^ 
and  averfions,  incident  to  neighbouring  Hates,  were 
now  led  to  aflemble  by  their  delegates  in  a  genera,! 
diet,  and  taught  to  feel  their  weight  and  importance 
in  a  common  union.     Whatever  may  be  the  events 
it  was  imdoubtedly  a  dangerous  experiment  to  brin^ 
matters  to  thi3  crifis. 

Several  of  the  colonies  had  riven  inftruftions  to  «».«. 
tlicir  deputies  previous  to  their  meetii^g  m  congreis.  tnftmc- 
In  general,  they  contained  the  ftrongefl  profeflions  tions  to 
of  loyalty  and  allegiance ;  of  affcftion  for  the  mo-  fo«c  of 
thcr  country ;  of  conftitutional  dependence  on  her;  *!*«<*«- 
and  of  gratitude  for  benefits  already  received  in  ^"  *^'* 
that  ftate.     They  totally  difclaimed  every  idea  of 
independence,  or  of  feeking  a  feparation ;  acknow- 
ledged the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  declared 
their  readinefs  and  willingnefs  to  fupport  them  with 
life  and  fortune,  fo  far  as  they  are  warranted  by  (he 
conflitution.     The  Penfylvanians,  in  particular,  de- 
cUure  that  they  view  the  prcfent  contefls  with  the 
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1774.   deepeft  concern ;  that  perpetual  love  and  union,  an 
'  -^  '  interchange  of  good  offices,  without  the  leaft  infrac- 
tion of  mutual  rights,  ou^ht  ever  to  fubfifl  between 
the  mother  country  and  tnem. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  were  unanimous  in  de* 
claring,  that  they  never  would  give  up  thofe  rights 
and  liberties  which,  as  they  fav,  defcended  to  them 
from  their  anceftors,  and  whicn,  thcj  fay,  they  were 
bound  by  all  laws,  human  and  divme,  to  tranfmit 
whole  and  pure  to  their  poftcrity ;  that  they  arc 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Britifli-bom 
fubjeds ;  that  the  power  lately  aflumed  by  parlia* 
ment  is  unjuft ;  and  the  only  caufe  of  all  the  prefent 
uneafmefs;  and  that  the  late  a£ts  refpe£idng  the 
capital  and  province  of  MaiTachufett's-Bay,  are  un« 
conilitutional,  oppreflive,  and  dangerous. 

The  inftruftions,  however,  of  the  feveral  colonies 
that  purfued  that  mode,  differed  confiderably  from 
each  other.  In  fome  great  violence  appeared. 
Others  were  more  rcafonablc.  Tn  fome  nothing 
was  fpoken  of  but  their  mevanees.  Others  pro- 
)>ofed  Ukewife  terms  on  their  part  to  be  offered  to 
Great  Britain.  Such  as  an  obedience  to  all  the 
trade  laws  pafled,  or  tb  be  paffed,  except  fuch  as 
were  fpecified ;  and  the  fettling  an  annual  revenue 
on  the  crown  for  public  purpofcs,  and  difpofable 
by  parliament.  The  deputies  however  were  in- 
llruded,  that  in  thefe  and  all  other  points,  they 
were  to  coincide  with  the  majority  of  the  Con- 
grefs.  This  majority  was  to  be  determined  by  reck- 
oning the  colonies,  as  having  each  a  vote,  without 
regard  to  the  number  of  deputies  wUch  it  ihould 
fend. 

The  debates  aiid  proceedings  of  the  Congrefs 
were  condufted  with  the  greateft  fccrecy,  nor 
have  any  parts  of  them  yet  tranfpired,  but  thofe 
which  they  tl^tfught  proper  to  lay  before  the  puUic. 

The 
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The  number  of  delegates  amounted  to  51,  who  'i774» 
rcprefented  the  fcveral  Englilh  colonics  of  New-  ^^^^w-/ 
Hampftiire,  Maffachufett's-Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Conne£kicm,  New-York, 
New-Jerfey,  Pcnfylvania,  the  lower  coimties  on 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and 
South -Carolina. 

The  firft  public  aft  of  the  Congrcft  was  a  decja^  Sept.  17. 
ratory  refolution  cxpreflive  of  their  difpofition  with  . -. 
rcfpeft  to  the  colony  of  Maffachufett*s-Bay,  and  ^i^^  ^oa- 
immediately  intendecl  to  confirm  and  encourage  gnh. 
that  people.     In  this  they  expreffcd,  in  the  moft 
pathetic  terms,  how  deeply  they  felt  the  fufferings 
of  their  country-men  in  that  province,  under  the  Appro- 
operation,  they  faid,  of  the  late  unjuft,  cruel,  and  ^^°"  ^^ 
opprcffive  afts  of  the  Britifti  parliament ;  they  tho-  dud^^' 
roughly  approved  of  the  wifdom  and  fortitude  with  the  pro- 
which  their  oppofition  to  thcfe  minifterial  meafures  vincc  of 
had  hitherto  been  conducted,  as  well  as  of  the  rcfo-  Mafia- ^ 
lutions  pafled,  and  meafures  propofed,  by  the  dele-  5,)^'^^^** 
gates  of  the  county  of  Suffolk ;  and  eamcftly  recom- 
mended a  perfeverance  in  the  fame  firm  and  tem- 
perate conduft,  according  to  the  determinations  of 
that  affembly.     This  was  immediately  publifhed, 
and  tranfmitted  to  that  province,  accompanied  with 
an  unanimous  refolution.  That  contributions  from 
all  the  colonies  for  fupplying  the  ncceflities,  and 
alleviating  the  diftreffes  of  their  brethren  at  Bofton, 
ought  to  be  continued  in  fuch  manner,  and  fo  long, 
as  their  occafions  may  require. 

By  the  fubfcquent  refolutions  of  the  Congrefs,  Refolutl- 
they  not  only  formally  approve  of  the  oppofition  <>"»  P*^- 
made  by  that  province  to  the  late  afts ;  but  further  ^^^Y^^^ 
declare,  that  if  it  (hould  be  attempted  to  be  carried  sJ^lI.^ 
into  execution  by  force,  all  America  fhould  fupport 
it  in  that  oppofition. — That  if  it  be  found  abfolutely  Rdolu- 
ncceffary  to  remove  the  ^ople  of  Bofton  into  the  tlons. 
country,  all  America    fhould   coi^ibute  towards 

recom- 
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1774.   Tecompen£tig  them  fbr  the  mjory  they  might  there- 
\srr\j  hy  fufbcin^'*— They  recommended  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Mairadmfett's-Bay,  to  fubmit  to  a  fufpcnfion  of 
theadmiiiiltradonof  juftke,  as  it  cannot  be  procur- 
ed in  a  legal  manner  under  the  rules  of  the  charter^ 
until  the  eStSiof  the  application  of  the  Congrefe  for 
a  repeal  of  thofe  afts,  by  which  their  charter  rights 
are  infringed,  is  known. — And  that  every jperfon 
who  ihall  actept^  or  a&  under,  any  camsumon  or 
guthority,  derived  from  the  late  aft  of  parliament^ 
hanging  the  form  of  government,  and  violating  the 
charter  K^  that  province,  ought  to  be  held  in  deceftflu 
tion,  and  conAdered  as  the  wicked  tool  of  that  det^ 
potifm,  which  is  preparing  to  deftroy  th<^e  rights^ 
wliicb  God,  Nature,  and  Compact,  hath  given  to 
America.    They  befides  recominended  to  the  pe<>- 
pie  of  Bofton  and  Maflachufett'a-Bay,  ftill  to  con<- 
:  dud  themfelves  peaceably  towards  the  general,  an4 
the  troops  ftationed  at  BoAqii,  fo  far  as  it  could  pof^ 
fibly  confift  with  tl^eir  prefent  fafety ;  but  that  tinef 
fhould  firmly  pcrfevere  in  the  defenfive  line  of  con- 
dud  which  they  are  now  purfuing.     The  latter  part 
of  this  inilrudion  evidently  alluded  to  andimplted 
an^pprobation  of  the  l^te  refolutions  of  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  relative  to  the  militia,  and  *  to  the  iurming 
of  the  people  in  .general.     The  Congrefs  conclude 
by  a  refolution,  that  the  tranfporting,  or  attempting 
to  tranfpdrt  any  perfon  beyond  the  fea,  for  the  trial 
of  offences  committed  in  America,  being  againft 
law,  will  juitify ,  and  ought  to  meet  with  refiitancc 
and  reprifaL 

Letter  to  Thefe  refolutions  being  paffed,  the  Congrefs 
G.  Gage,  wrote  a  letter  to  General  Gage,  in  which,  after 
repeating  the  complaints  which  had  teen  bejfore 
repeatedly  made  by  the  town  of  Bofton,  and  by  the 
delegates  of  different  counties  in  the  province  of 
Mailachufett's-Bay,  they  declare  the  determined 
refolution  of  the  colonies,  to  unite  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  common  rights,  in  oppofition  to  tb$ 
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Istte  ads  of  parliament,  under  the  cxccutbn  of  1774- 
\^ch  the  unhappy  people  of  that  province  are  op-  Vjr.rx^ 
prefled :  that,  in  confequence  of  their  fentiments 
upon  that  fubjed,  the  colonies  had  appointed  them 
the  guardians  6f  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  that 
they  felt  the  dcepcA  concern,  that,  ^iift  they  were 
panuing  every  dutiful  and  peaceable  meafure  to 
procure  a  cordial  and  effedual  reconciliation  be- 
tween Great-Britain  and  the  colonies,  his  excdlency 
ihould  proceed  in  a  manner  that  bore  fo  hoflile  an 
appearance,  and  which  even  thofe  oppreifive  ads 
did  not  warrant.  They  reprefented  the  tendency 
this  condud  muil  have  to  irritate  and  force  a  peo- 
ple, however  well  difpofed  to  peaceable  mealures, 
into  hoftilities,  which  might  prevent  the  endeavours 
of  the  Congreifi  'to  reftore  a  good  undetftanding 
Hxdth  the  parent  ftate,  and  involve  them  inthehor- 
rers  of  a  Civil  War.  In  order  to  prevent  thefe 
evils,  and  the  people  from  being  driven  to  a  ftatc  of 
defperation,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  pacific 
difpofition  towards  the  king's  troops,  if  they  could 
be  afiired  of  their  own  iafety,  they  intreated,  that 
the  general  would  difcontinue  the  fortifications  in 
Bofton,  prevent  any  &rther  invafions  of  private 
property,,  reftrain  the  irregularities  of  the  foldiers, 
and  give  orders  that  the  communications  b^elweea 
the  town  and  coimtry  ihould  be  open,  unmclefted, 
and  free. 

The  Congrefe  alfo   pubHfhed  a  DeckrxUion   ^Dccla- 
Rights^  to  which,  they  fay,  the  Englifli  colonies  of  ration  of 
North*  America  are  entitled,  by  the  immutable  laws  "g^^** 
of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  Englifh  conftitution, 
and  the  feveral  charters  or  compads.     In  the  firft 
of  thefe  arc  life,  liberty,  and  property,  a  right  to  the 
difpofal  of  any  of  which,  without  their  confent,  they 
had  never  ceded  to  any  fovereign  power  whatever. 
That  their  anceftors,  at  the  time  of  their  migration, 
were  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  liberties,  and  immu- 
nities, ci  &ee  and  natural  born  fubjefb ;  and  that 
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1774.  by  fuch  emigration,  they  neither  forfeited,  furren- 
dered,  nor  loft,  any  of  thofe  rights.  They  then 
ftate,  that  the  foundation  of  Engliih  liberty,  and 
of  all  free  government,  i$  a  right  in  the  people  to 
participate  in  their  legiflative  council ;  and  proceed 
to  fhew,  that  as  the  colonies  are  not,  and,  from 
various  caufes,  cannot  be  reprefented  in  the  Britiih 
parliament,  they  are  entitled  to  a  free  and  exclufive 
power  of  legiilation  in  their  feveral  provincial  legi* 
ilatures,  where  their  right  of  reprefentation  can 
alone  be  preferved,  in  ail  cafes  of  taxation  and  in- 
ternal policy,  fubjeft  only  to  the  negative  of  their 
fovereign,  m  fuch  a  manner  as  had  been  hereto- 
fore ufed  and  accuftomed. 

In  order  to  qualify  the  extent  of  this  demand  of 
legiflative  power  in  their  afiemblies,  which  might 
feem  to  leave  no  means  of  parliamentary  interfe- 
rence for  holding  the  colonies  to  the  mother  coun- 
try, they  declare  that  from  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe, 
and  a  regard  to  the  mutual  intereft  of  both  coun- 
tries, they  chearfully  confent  to  the  operation  of ' 
fuch  ads  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  as  are,  bonajlde^ 
reftrained  to  the  regulation  of  their  external  com* 
merce,  for  the  •purpofe.  of  fecuring  the  commercial 
advantages  of  the  whole  empire  to  the  mother 
country,  and  the  commercial  benefits  of  its  refpec* 
tive  members,  excluding  every  idea  of  taxation,  in- 
ternal or  external,  for  railing  a  revenue  on  ^he  fub- 
jeds  in  America,  without  their  confent. 

They  alfo  refolved,  that  the  colonies  are  entitled 
to  the  common  law  of  England,  and,  more  efpc- 
cially,  to  the  great  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  being 
tried  by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage.  ITiat  they  arc 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  the  Engliih  ftatutes 
as  exifled  at  the  time  of  their  colonization,  and 
which  they  have  by  experience  found  to  be  appli- 
cable to  their  feveral  local  and  other  circumflances. 
Thar  they  are  like  wife  entitled  to  all  the  immunities 

and 
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and  privileges,  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  1774. 
royal  charters,  or  fccured  by  their  fevcral  codes  of  v^^vx-/ 
provincial  laws.  That  they^  have  a  right  to  aflemble 
peaceably,  confidef  of  their  grievances,  and  peti- 
tion the  king  for  redrefs ;  and  that  all  profecutions, 
and  prohibitory  proclamations  for  fo  doing,  are  ille- 
gal. That  the  keeping  of  a  (landing  army,  in 
times  of  peace,  in  any  colony,  without  the  confent 
of  its  Icgiflature,  is  contrary  to  law.  iTiat  it  is 
cffcntial  to  the  Engliih  conftitution,  that  the  confti* 
tuent  branches  of  the  legiflature  (hould  be  inde- 
pendent of  each  other ;  that  therefore,  the  exercifc 
of  legiflative  power,  by  a  council  appointed  during 
plcafurc  by  the  crown,  is  uncenftitutional,  and 
deftnidive  to  the  freedom  of  American  legifktion* 

They  declared  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  their 
conftituents,  that  they  claimed,  and  infifted  on  the 
foregoing  articles,  as  their  indubitable  rights  and 
liberties,  which  could  not  be  legally  taken  from 
them,  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  whatever, 
without  their  own  confent,  by  their  reprefentatives 
in  their  feveral  provincial  legiflatures.  They  thea 
enumerated  the  parts,  or  the  whole,  of  eleven  afts 
of  parliament  which  had  been  pafled  in  the  prefent 
reign,  and  which  they  declared  to  be  infringements 
and  violations  of  the  rights  of  the  colonifts  \  and 
that  the  repeal  of  them  was  elTentially  neceffary,  in 
order  to  reftore  harmony  between  Great-Britain 
and  them.  Among  the  ads  of  parliament  thu$ 
reprobated,  was  the  Quebec  bill,  which  had  already 
been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  difcuifion  at  home,  and 
which  they  termed,  **  An  aft  for  eftablilhing  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  abolifhing  the  equitable  fyftem  of  En- 
glifli  laws-,  and  ercOTng  a  tyranny  there  ;'*  to  the 
great,  danger  (as  they  aflcrted)  from  fo  total  a  dif- 
fimilarity  of  religion,  law,  and  government,  of  the 
neighbouring  Britifli   colonies,  by  the  afliftance  of 
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1 774.  whole  blood  and  treafjare  that  country  was  conquer- 
^-'^^^'^^  cd  from  France. 

After  fpccifyint  their  rights,  and  enumerating 
their  grievances,  they  declared,  that  to  obtain  re- 
drefs  of  the  latter,  which  threatened  deflrudion  to 
the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the  people  of 
North- America,  a  non-importation,  non-confump- 
tion,  and  non  exportation,  agreement,  would  prove 
the  mod  Ipeedy,  effcdual,  and  peaceable  meafure  ; 

Affocia.   — they  accordingly  entered  into  an  aflbciation,  by 

tion.        which  they  bound  themfdvcs,  and  of  courfe  their 
conftitucnt^,  to  the  ftrid  obfervance  of  the  follow- 

Article  I.  ing  articles, 1.  Tliat  after  the  firft  of  the  fol- 
lowing December,  they  would  import  no  Britiih 
goods  or  merchandize  whatfoever,  nor  any  Eaft 
India  tea,  from  any  part  of  the  world ;  nor  any  of 
the  products  of  the  Britiih  Wed-India  Iflands ;  nor 
wines  from  Madeira  or  the  Wcftem  iflands  }  nor 
2.  foreign  indigo.  ■  2.  That,  after  that  day,  they 
would  wholly  difcontinuc  the  flave  trade,  and  nei* 
ther  hire  veflcls,  nor  fell  commodities  or  manufac- 
tures to  any  concerned  in  that  trade,  3.  ITiat 
^*  from  the  prcfent  date,  they  will  ufc  no  tea  on  which 
a  duty  had  been  or  (hall  be  paid ;  nor  after  the 
firft  of  March  cnfuing,  any  Eaft-India  tea  what- 
ever, nor  any  Britifh  goods,  imported  after  the  firft 
of  December,  except  fuch  as  come  under  the  rules 
and  direftions  which  we  fhall  fee  in  the  i  oth  article. 

4.   ^4.  By  this  article,  the  non-exportation  agree- 

mcnt  is  fufpended  to  the  loth  of  September,  1775  ; 
after  wliich  day,  if  the  a£ts  of  parUament  which 
they  had  before  recited  are  not  repealed,  all  expor- 
tation  is  to  ceafe,  except  tl^t  of  ricc^  to  Europe. 
^^  .5.  The  Britijh  merchants  are  exhorted  n©t  to 

(hip  goods   in  violation   of  this  aflbciation,  under 
penalty  of  never  holding  any   commercial    inter- 

_^  5^    courfe  with  thofe  that  a£t  othcrwife, ^.  Owners 

of  flxips  are  warned   to  give  fuch  orders  to  their 
captains,   as  will  effeftualTy  prevent  their  receiving 

any 
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any  of  thofe  goods  that  are  prohibited.— —7,  They    1 774. 
agree  to  improve  the  breed  of  ihcep,  and  to  increafe 

their  number,  to  the  grcateft  poffible  extent, 8. 

This  article  tends  to  encourage  frugality,  oecono- 
my,  and  induftry ;  to  promote  agriculture,  arts,  and 
manufaftures ;  to  difcountenancc  all  expenfivc 
ihows,  games  and  entertainments ;  to  leffen  the 
expences  of  funerals  ;  to  difcontinue  the  giving  of 
gloves  and  fcarfs,  and  the   wearing  of  any  other 

mourning  than  a  piece  of  crape  or  ribbon. 9. 

Venders  of  goods  are  to  fell   them   at  the  ufual 
prices,  without  taking  any  advantage  of  the  prefent 

fituation  of  affairs.-^ — lo.  This  article  fcems  in  a lo. 

certain  degree  to  foften  the  rigour  of  the  firll,  and 
^permits  a  conditional  importation  for  two  months 
longer,  at  the   option   of  the  owner  ;  who,  if  he 
will   deliver   up  any  goods  that  he  imports  before 
the  I  ft.  Feb.  to  the  committee  of  the  place  that 
they  arrive  at,  they  are  to  be  fold  under  their  in- 
fpc&on,  and  the  prime  coft  being  returned  to  the 
importer,  the  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  relief 
of  the  fuflferers  at  Bofton.     All  goods  that  arrive 
after  that  day,  to  be  fcnt  back  without  landing,  or 
breaking  aay  of  the  packages. — ^The  three  fol- 
lowing articles,  relative  to  the  appointing  of  com-       13, 
mittees,  to  prevent  any  violation  of  the  foregoing, . 
and  to   publiih  the   names  of  the  violaters  in  the     ^ 
Gazette,  as  foes  to  the  rights,  and  enemies  to  the 
liberty  of  Britilh  America ;  they  alfo   regulate  the 
fale  of  domeftic   manufaftures,  that  they  may  be 
difpofed  of  at  reafonablc  prices,  and  no  undue  ad- 
vantages taken  of  a  future  fcarcity  of  goods. — •— 
By  the  14th  and  laft  article,  any  colony  or  province,  — —  14 
which  (hall  not  accede  to,  or  which  (hall  hereafter 
violate  the  aflTociation,  is  branded  as  inimical  to  the 
liberties  of  their  country  ;  and  all  dealings  or  inter- 
courfe  whatever  with  fuch  colony  is  interdi^ed. 

This  aflbciation  was  fubfcribed  by  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  congrcfs  J  and  the  foregoing  rcfolutions 
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1774.  were  marked,  nemine  contraditente.  They  after* 
V"^  wards  refolvcd,  that  a  congrcfs  fliould.  be  neld  in 
the  fame  place,  on  the  i  oth  day  of  the  following 
May,  unlefs  the  rcdrefs  of  grievances,  which  they 
have  defired,  fhould  be  obtained  before  that  time  ; 
and  they  recommended  to  all  the  colonies  to  chufc 
deputies,  as  foon  as  poffible,  for  that  purpofe.  They 
alfo,  in  their  own  names,and  in  the  behalf  of  ajl  thofe 
whom  they  reprefented,  declared  their  moft  grate- 
ful acknowledgments,  to  thofe  truly  noble,  honour- 
able, and  patriotic  advocates  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  who  had  fo  generoufly  and  powermlly, 
though  unfuccefsfully,  efpoufed  and  defended  the 
caufe  of  America,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament. 

They  then  proceeded  to  frame  a  petition  to  his 
Majefty  j  a  memorial  to  the  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  an  addrefs  to  the  colonies  in  general ;  and 
another  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  provmce  of  Que- 
Petition  ^^^*  ^^^^  petition  to  his  Majefty  contamed  an  en- 
to  the  umeration  of  their  grievances  ;  among  which  arc 
King,  the  following,  viz.  ITie  keeping  of  a  ftanding 
army  in  the  colonies  in  the  time  of  peace,  without 
the  confent  of  the  aifemblies  ;  and  the  employing 
of  that  army,  and  of  a  naval  force,  to  enforOe  the 
payment  of  taxes. — ^The  authority  of  the  command- 
er in  chief,  and  of  the.  brigadiers  general,  being 
rendered  fupreme  in  all  the  civil  governments  in 
America, — ^I'he  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces, 
in  time  of  peace,  appointed  governor  of  a  colony^--* 
The  charges  of  ufual  offices  greatly  increafed,  and 
new,  expenfive,  and  oppreffive  offices,  multiplied. 
— ^Thc  judges  of  ihe  admiralty  courts  impowcred 
to  receive  their  falaries  and  fees  from  the  efi'eds  con- 
demned by  thcnofelves,  and  the  officers  of  the  cuf» 
toms  to  break  open  and  enter  houfes,  without  the, 
authority  of  tlie  civil  ipagiftrate. — ^Tlie  judges  render- 
C  i  intireiy  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  falaries, 
as  well  as  for  the  duration  of  their  commiffions.— 
Counfcllors,  who  cxercife  legifl^tive  authority,  hold- 
ing 
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ing  their  commiflions  during  plcafure.-— Humble    1774, 
and  reafonablc  petitions  from  the  rcprefcntatives  of 

the  people  fruitlefs. ^The  agents  of  the  people 

difcountenanced,  and  inftrudUons  given  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  their  falaries  ;  affcmblies  repeatedly 
and  injwrioufly  diffolved  ;  commerce  burthencd 
with  ufelefs  and  opprcflive  reftriftions. 

They  then  enumerate  the  feveral  afts  of  parlia- 
ment paifed  in  the  prcfent  reign  for  the  purpofe  of 
railing  a  revenue  in  the  colonies,  and  of  extending 
the  powers  of  admiralty  and  vice-admiralty  courts 
beyond  their  ancient  limits ;  whereby  their  property 
b  taken  from  them  without  their  confent,  the  trial 
by  jury,  in  many  civil  cafes  aboliflied^  enormous 
forfeitures  incurred  for  flight  offences ;  vexatious 
informers  are  exempted  from  paying  damages,  to 
which  they  are  juftly  liable,  and  oppreflive  Iccurity 
b  required  from  owners  before  they  are  allowed  to 
defend  their  right. 

They  complain  of  the  parliamentary  vote  for 
reviving  the  ftatute  of  the  35th  Henry  Vlllth,  and 
extending  its  influence  to  the  colonifts  ;  and  of  the 
ftatute  of  the  1 2th  of  his  prefent  Majcfty,  whereby 
the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  may,  in  fundry  cafes, 
by  that  ftatute  made  capital,  be  deprived  of  a  trial 
by  their  peers  of  the  vicinage.  They  then  recite 
the  three  afts  of  the  preceding  fcllion,  relative  to 
Bofton  and  the  province  of  Mauachufett's-Bay ;  the 
Quebec  aft,  and  the  aft  for  providing  quarters  for 
the  troops  in  North  America. 

The  petition  repeatedly  contains  the  ftrongeft 
expreflions  of  loyalty,  of  affeftionate  attachment 
and  duty  to  the  fovereign,  of  love  and  veneration 
for  the  parent  ftate ;  they  attributed  thefe  their 
Jentiments  to  the  liberties  they  inherited  from  their 
anceftors,  and  the  conftitution  under  which  they 
w.crebredj   while  the  neccfiity  wlilch  compelled 

\  was 
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.1774.   was  the  apology  for  delivering  them. — ^Thcy  at  the 
sy<^^  fame  time  promifed  thcmfelvcs  a  favourable  recep- 
tion and  hearing  from  a  fovereign,  whofe  illuftrious 
family  owed  their  empire  to  fimilar  principles. 

They  declare,  that  from  the  deftruftive  fyftem 
of  colony  adminillration,  adopted  fince  the  conclu* 
fion  of  the  laft  war,  have  flowed  thofe  diftreffes, 
dangers^  fears  and  jealoufies,  which  overwhelm  the 
colonies  with  aflHi&on ;  and  they  defy  their  mod 
fubtile  and  inveterate  enemies  to  trace  the  unhappy 
differences  between  G.  Britain  and  them  from  an 
earlier  period,  or  from  other  caufes  than  they  have 
affigned.  That  they  aik  but  for  peace,  liberty,  and 
fiifety ;  they  wifli  not  for  a  dimmution  of  the  pre- 
rogative, nor  do  they  folicit  the  grant  of  any  new- 
right  in  their  favour ;  the  royal  authority  over  them^ 
and  their  connexion  with  6reat  Britain,  they  Ihall 
always,  carefully  and  zealoufly  endeavour  to  fupport 
and  maintain.  That,  '*  appealing  to  that  Being 
who  fearches  thoroughly  the  hearts  of  his  creatures, 
they  folcmnly  profefs,  that  their  councils  have  been 
influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a  dread  of  im- 
pending dcfbruftion." 

They  conclude  by  imploring  his  Majefty,  in  the 
name  of  all  America,  and  a  folemn  adjuration  by 
all  that  is  iacrcd  and  awful,  that, — "  for  his  glory, 
which  can  be  advanced  only  by  rendering  his  fub- 
jefts  happy,  and  keeping  them  united  ;  for  the  in- 
tercfts  of  his  family,  depending  in  an  adherence  to 
the  principle  that  enthroned  it ;  for  the  fafcty  and  * 
welfare  of  his  kingdoms  and  dominions,  threatened 
with  almoft  unavoidable  dangers  and  diftreffes ; 
that,  as  the  loving  father  of  his  whole  people,  con- 
nected by  the  fame  bands  of  law,  loyalty,  faith,  and 
blood,  though  dwelling  in  various  countries^  he 
will  not  fuffer  the  tranfccndant  relation  formed  by 
thefe  ties,  to  be  further  violated  in  uncerta'm  cxpec- 
t^ltion  of  effects,  which,  if  attained,  never  can  com- 

penfate 


Chap.  V.        Civil  Wasl /«  AME RICA.      •     [167 

penfatc  for  the  calamities  through  iprhich  they  xaxA    1 774. 
be  gained.''  ^-^"^^^ 

This  petition  was  fuhlcribed  by  all  the  delegates. 

la  the  memorial  to  the  people  of  this  country,  Memo- 
they  pay  the  highcft  praifc  to  die  noble  and  gene-  rial  to 
reus  virtuc$  of  their  and  our  common  anceftors  y  but  ^^  P^^ 
they  do  it  in  a  manner,  that  inftead  of  refleding  any  ^riuia.  * 
comparative  honour  on  the  prefent  generation  in 
this  ifland,  rather  reproaches  us  with  a  (haiaeful 
degeneracy.  They  afterwards  fay,  that  born  to  the 
fame  rights,  liberties,  and  conftitution,  tranfinitted 
to  them  from  the  finne  anpeftors,  guarantied  to  them 
by  the  plighted  faith  of  government,  and  the  moft 
folemn  compads  with  Britifh  fovereigns,  it  is  no 
wonder  they  ihouid  refiife  to  furrender  them  to  mcn^ 
whofe  claims  are  not  founded  on  any  principles  of 
reafon,  '^  and  who  profecute  them  with  a  defign^ 
"  that,  by  having  their  lives  and  property  in  their 
**  power,  they  might  with  the  grcatefl  facility  cn^- 
"  flave  us.** — ^ITiey  complain  of  being-  opprefled^ 
abufed,  and  mifreprefented  }  and  iay,  that  the  duty 
they  owe  to  thcmfelves  and  to  their  pofterity,  to 
our  interdl,  and  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Bri- 
tiOi  empire,  leads  them  to  addrefe  us  on  this  Vfctj 
important  fubjed. 

After  complaining  of  grievances  in  the  ftyle  and 
fubftance  of  the  petition,  they  recall  the  happy  ftate 
of  the  empire  on  both  fides  of  the  Arianoc,  pre- 
vious to  the  conclufion  of  the  late  war ;  amd  ftate 
the  advantages  which  we  derived,  and  to  which  they 
willingly  fubmittcd,  from  the  fyftcm  of  colony  go- 
vernment then  purfued  j  they  fay,  thev  looked  up 
to  us  as  to  their  parent  ftate,  to  whicn  they  were 
bound  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  ;  and  w«re  happy  in  be<. 
ing  inftrumental  to  our  profperity  and  grandeur. 
They  call  upon  ourfelves  to  witnefs  their  loyalty  and 
attachment^  to  the  couimoa  iutercfts  of  the  whole 

empire : 
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1774.  CII^>irc :  their  efforts  in  the  laft  war  :  their  embark" 
ing  to  meet  difeafe  and  death  in  foreign  and  uihoi^ 
pitable  climates,  to  promote  the  fuccefs  of  our 
arms ;  and  our ,  own  acknowledgments  of  their 
zeal,  and  our  even  reimburfing  them  large  fums  of 
money,  which  we  confeffed  tkey  had  advanced  be- 
yond their  proportion,  and  far  beyond  their  abili*- 
ties. 

They  aik  to  what  caufes  they  are  to  attribute  the 
fudden  change  of  treatment,  and  thatfyftem  of 
ilavery,  which  was  prepared  for  them  at  the  reflora^ 
tion  of  peace  ;  they  trace  the  hiftory  of  taxation 
from  that  time,  and  affert,  that  thofe  exadions,  in- 
ftead  of  being  applied  to  any  ufefiil  purpofe,  either 
for  this  country  or  that,  have  been  lavifhly  fquan- 
dered  upon  court  favourites  and  minifterial  depend- 
ants ;  that  they  ever  were,  and  ever  (hall  be  ready 
to  provide  for  the  necefl&iry  fupport  of  their  own  go- 
vernment ;  and  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate  may  require  it,  they  ihall,  as  they  have  hereto- 
fore done,  chearfuUy  contribute  their  full  propor- 
tion of  men  and  money. 

They  then  proceed  to  ftate  and  examine  the  mea« 
fures  and  the  feveral  afts  of  parliament,  which  they 
confider  as  hoftile  to  America,  and  fubverfive  c^ 
their  rights ;  or,  in  their  words,  the  progreifion  of 
the  minifterial  plan  for  enflaving  them. — ^They 
reprefent  the  probable  confequenc^s  to  this  country 
of  a  perfeverance  in  that  fcheme,  even  fuppofmg  it 
attended  with  fuccefs ;  addition  to  the  national 
debt ;  increafe  of  taxes  ;  and  a  diminution  of  com* 
merce,  muft  attend  it  in  the  progrefs  ;  and  if  wc 
are  at  length  viftorious,  in  what  condition  (hall  we 
then  be  ?  What  advantages,  or  what  laurels  ihall 
we  reap  from  fuch  a  conqueft  I 

They  artfully  endeavour  to  render  theirs  a  caufc 
common  to  both  countries,  by  ihewing  that  fuch 

fuccef;^ 
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fuccefs  would,  in  the  event,  be  as  fatal  to  the  1774. 
liberties  of  England  as  to  thofe  of  America. 
They  accordingly  put  the  queftion^  May  not  a 
minifler  with  the  fame  armies  that  fubdued  them 
cnflave  us  ?  If  to  this  it  be  anfwercd,  thslt  we  will 
ceafe  to  pay  thofe  armies,  they  pretend  to  fhcw, 
that  America,  reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation,  would 
afford  abundant  refburces  both  of  men  and  money 
for  the  purpofe  *,  nor  (hould  we  have  any  reafon  to 
cxpcft,  that  after  making  flaves  of  them,  they 
diould  refufe  to  aflift  in  reducing  us  to  the  fame 
abjeft  ftate. — ^In  a  word,  (they  fay)  *'  Take  care  that 
^'  you  do  not  fall  into  the  pit  that  is  preparing  for 
us.'' 


^  After  denying  the  feveral  charges,  of  being  fedi- 
tious,  impatient  of  government,  and  dcfirous  of  in- 
dependency, all  ot  which  they  aflert  to  be  calum- 
nies ;  they,  however,  declare,  that  if  we  are  deter- 
mined, that  our  pinifters  fhall  wantonly  fport  with 
the  rights  of  mankind  f ,  if  neither  the  voice  of 
juftice,  the  diftates  of  the  law,  the  principles  of  the 
conftltution,  nor  the  fuggeftions  of  humanity,  can 
reflrain  our  hands  from  the  ihedding  human  blood 
ill  fuch  an  impious  caufc,  they  mufl  tell  us, — ^^  That 
"  they  never  will  fubmit  to  be  hewers  of  wood,  or 
**  drawers  of  water,  for  any  miniftry  or  nation  in 
''  the  world.'' 

They  afterwards  make  a  propqfal,  which  it  were 
much  to  be  wifhed  had  been  more  attended  to,  as 
it  affords  at  leaft  no  unfavourable  bafis  for  negocia- 

Z  tion 

♦  If  tKtre  is  any  truth  in  this,  all  their  former  reprefenta* 
tioni  o(  the  poverty  of  their  condition,  muft  have  been  egre- 
gioufly  falfe. 

f  It  may  ^jat  be  Improper  here  i:  /emark»  that  the  miniftm 
accufcd  by  tie  Congrefs  of  fportlng  with  the  nghtt  of  man* 
kind,  as  we  learn  from  their  complaints^  are  not  only  the  pre- 
Tent  miniftry  un^er  Lord  North,  but  thofe  tinder  the  Hon. 
George  Grenvitle,  thofe  under  the  Marquis  of  Rockingbam, 
and  thofe  under  theDuke  of  Grafton  and  the  Earl  of  Chatham. 
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1774.   tion. — ^*'Placc  us/'  fey  they,  "  in  the  fame  fitua- 
^^>^''^'  "  tion  that  vfc  were  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  war,  and 
**  our  former  harmony  will  be  rcftored.** 

'they  conclude  this  memorial,  by  expreffing  the 
decpeft  regret  for  the  rcfolution  they  were  obliged 
tb  enter  into  for  the  fuQ)enfion  of  commerce,  as  a 
meafure  detrimental  to  numbers  of  their  fellow- 
fubjefts  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland ;  they  account 
and  apologize  for  this  conduft,  by  the  over-ruling  prin- 
ciples of  felf-prefervati6n  ;  by  the  fupinenefs  and 
inattention  to  our  common  intereft,  which  we  had 
(hewn  fof  feveral  years ;  4nd  by  the  attempt  of  the 
miniftry,  to  influence  a  fubmifSon  to  their  meafures 
by  deftroying  the  trade  of  Bofton.  "  The  like 
fate,*'  they  fay,  •'  may  befal  us  all ;  we  will  endea- 
vour, therefore,  to  live  without  trade,  and  rfecur  for 
fubfiftahce  to  the  fertility  and  bounty  of  our  nativ  e 
jibil,  which  will  afford  us  all  the  neceffaries,  and  fomc 
of  the  conveniences  of  life.**  They  finally  reft 
thfeir  hopes  of  a  reftoration  of  that  harmony, 
friendftiip,  and  fraternal  aflfeflion,  between  all  the 
inhabitants  of  his  Majefty*s  kingdoms  and  terri- 
tories,  fo  ardently  wiflied  for  by  every  true  Ameri- 
can, upon  the  magnanimity  and  juftice  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  in  furnifliing  a  parliament  of  fuch  wif- 
dom,  independency,  and  public  fpirit,  as  may  fave 
the  violated  rights  of  the  whole  empire  from  the 
devices  of  wicked  minifters  and  evil  counfcUors, 
-     whether  in  or  out  of  office. 

Addrefs  ^^  ^'^  ^^^  papers  publifhed  by  the  American  con- 
to  the  in-  g^^fSj^  their  addrefs  to  the  French  inhabitants  of 
habitants  Canada  dili^overs  the  moft  able  method  of  applica- 
of  Gana-  tion  to  the  temper  and  paflions  of  the  parties,  whom 
^'  thev  endeavour  tg  gain* — ^Thcy  ftate  the  right  they, 

had,  upon  their  becoming  Englilh  fubjcfts,  to  the 
inellimable  benefits   of   the  Englilh   oonftitution  ; 
that  this  right  was  further  confirxned  by  the  royal 
proclamation  in  the  year  1763,  plighting  the  public 

laith 
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faith  for  their  fiill  enjoyment  of  thofe  advantages.    1774. 
They  impute  to  fucceeding  ihimfters  an  audacious    V-.'^v'v^ 
and  cruel  abufe  of  royal  authority,  in  withholding 
from  them  the  fruition  of  the  irrevocable  rights, 
to  which  they  were  thus  juftly  entitled. — ^That  as  they 
have  lived  to  fee  the  unexpefted  time,  when  mini- 
fters  of  this  flagitious  temper  have  dared  to  violate 
the  mod  facred  compa£ls  and  obligations,  and  as  the 
Canadians,  educated  under  another  form  of  govern- 
ment, have  artfully  been  kept  from  difcovering  the 
unfpeakable  worth  of  that,  ftom  which  they  are  de- 
barred, the  cpngrefs  think  it  their  duty,  for  weighty 
reafons,  to  explain  to  them  fome  of  its  moft  impor- 
tant branches. 

They  then  quote  paflages  on  government  from 
the  Marquis  Beccari  and  their  countryman  Mon- 
tefquieu  *,  the  latter  of  whom  they  artfully  adopt  as 
a  judge,  and  an  irrefragable  authority  upon  this  cc- 
cafipn,  and  proceed  to  fpecify  and  explain,  i: /der 
feveral  difliqft  heads,  the  principal  rights  to  which 
the  people  are  entitled  by  the  Englifli  conftitutlon  ; 
and  thcfe  rights  they  truly  fay,  defend  the  poor  from 
the  rich,  the  weak  from  the  powerful,  the  induftri- 
ous  from  the  rapacious,  the  peaceable  from  the  vio- 
lent, the  tenants  from  the  lords,  and  dM  from  their 
foperiors. 

They  (late,  that  without  jhefe   rights,  a  people 
cannot  be  free  aud  happy  ;  and  that  under  their  pro- 
tecting and  encouraging  influence,  the  Englifli  colo- 
nies 

*  The  political  liberty  of  the  fubjcA,  according  to  Mon- 
tcfquien,  is  a  tranquiUsty  ^miadfZxi&ug  from  the  opinion  each 
per^n  has  of  l^sfafiij.  In  order  to  pofleb  this  liberty^  he 
obiicrvcsy  it  18  requifite  the  government  be  fo  conftituted,  that 
no  one  man  be  afraid  of  another ;  and  his  exemplication  of 
this  idea,  as  well  as  the  maxim,  is  evidently  borrowed  from  the 
Englilh  conHiiution  ;  but  excellent  as  the  £ngli(h  couilitution 
is,  who  can  doubt  but  political  lihtrty^  or  that  tranquillity  of 
mind»  which  drifes  from  an  opinion  of  perfonal  fafety,  may 
cxift  under  another  form  of  government  ? 


v^^rv; 
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1774:  nics  h^id  hitherto  fo  amazingly  flouriflicd  and  in- 
creafcd.  And,  that  thcfc  arc  the  rights  which  a 
profligate  miniftry  are  now  ftriving  by  force  of 
arms  to  ravifli  from  thcmfelvcs  ;  and  which  they 
tTCy  with  one  mind,  refolvcd  never  to  refign  but 
with  their  lives. 

They  again  remind  the  Canadians  that  they  arc 
entitled  to  thefc  rights,  and  ought  at  this  moment 
to  be  in  the  perfect:  qxercife  of  them.  They  then 
alk,  what  is  offered  to  them  by  the  late  aft  of  par- 
liament in  their  place?  And  from  thence  proceed 
to  a  fevere  examination  of  the  Quebec  aft ;  in  which 
they  attempt  to  fhew,  that  it  does  not  afford-  them, 
and  has  not  left  them  a  civil  right  or  fecurity  of  any 
kind ;  as  every  thing  it  feems  to  gtant,  and  even  the 
laws  thev  pofleffed  before,  are  liable  to  be  altered 
and  varied,  and  new  laws  or  ordinances  made,  by 
a  governor  and  council  appointed  by  the  crown, 
and  confequently,  wholly  dependent  on,  and  rc- 
moveable  at  the  will  of  a  minifter  in  England ;  fo 
that  all  the  powers  of  legiflation,  as  well  as  tbs^t  of 
granting  and  applying  the  public  fupplies,  and  dif- 
poling  of  their  own  property,  being  thus  totally 
out  of  the  hands  and  controul  of  the  people,  they 
are  liable  to  the  moft  abjeft  flavery,  and  to  live  un- 
der the  moft  dcfpotic  government. in  the  univcrfe. 

After  pretending  to  point  out  numberlefs  de- 
formities in  that  Taw,  and  placing  them  in  fuch 
points  of  view,  as  were  fufficient  to  render  it  odious 
to  mankind,  as  well  as  hideous  to  the  Canadians, 
they  reprcfent,  as  an  infult  added  to  their  injuries, 
the  hopes  upon  which,  they  faid,  it  had  been  found* 
cd  by  the  minifter ;  he  expefting,  that  through  an 
invincible  ftupidity  in  them,  and  a  total  inability  of 
comprehending  the  tend^nqv  of  a  law,  which  fo 
ynateriallyeffefted  their  dcj^rcft  ipterefts,  they  fliould 
in  the  exccfs  of  a  miftaken  gratitude,  take  up  arms, 
gnd  incur  the  ridicule  and  deteftation  of  the  world, 

by 
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by  becoming  willing  tools  in  his  hands,  to  aiSft  in    1 774 


fubverting  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  other  colo- 
nies ;  without  their  being  capable  of  feeing,  that 
the  unavoidable  confequences  of  fuch  an  attempt,  if 
fuccefsful,  would  be  the  extinction  of  all  hopes  to 
themfelvcs  and  their  pofterity  of  being  ever  reftor- 
ed  to  freedom  ;  * "  For  idiotcy  itfelf,  (fay  they) 
cannot  believe,  that,  when  their  drugery  is  per- 
formed,  they  will  treat  you  with  lefs  cruelty  than 
they  have  us,  who  are  of  the  fame  blood  with  them- 
felvcs/* 

They  again  apply  to  their  paffions,  and  partiality 
for  their  countrymen,  by  calling  up  the  venerable 
Montefquieu,  and  defiring  them  to  apply  thofe 
maxims,  fandified  by  the  authority  of  a  name  which 
all  Europe  reveres,  to  their  own  ftatc  j  they  fup- 
pofe  him  alive,  and  confulted  by  the  Canadians  as 
to  the  part  they  ftiould  aft  in  their  prefent  fituation. 
They  are  told  (after  expatiating  on  the  fubjed  of 
freedom  and  flavcry)  that  they  are  only  a  finall  peo- 
ple, compared  with  their  numerous  and  powerful 
neighbours,  who  with  open  arms  invite  them  into  a 
fellowfhip  ;  to  fcizc  the  opportunity  in  their  favour, 
which  is  not  the  work  of  man,  but  prefented  by 
Providence  itfelf ;  that  it  does  not  admit  of  a  quef- 
tion,  whether  it  is  more  for  their  intercft  and  happi- 
ncfs,  to  have  all  the  reft  of  North  America  their 
unalterable  friends,  or  their  inveterate  enemies ; 
that  as  nature  had  Joined  their  countries,  let  them 
alfo  join  their  political  intercfts  ;  that  they  have 
been  conquered  into  liberty,  if  they  zQt  as  th/ey 
cught ;  but  that  their  doing  otherwife  will  be  at- 
tended  with  irremediable  evils*. 

. ^ Jh^ 

*  After  fuch  an  artful,  and  inflammatory  addrefs,  it  is  fur- 
^zing  that  the  Congrefa  Hiould  ever  have  the  effrontery 
cither  to  avow  allegiance  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  difdaim  their 
•nbitiout  purpofe  of  independency.  This  adi^fs,  excluiive 
pftvcrf  other  circumllance,  and  of  the  proofs  arifing  from  their 
fubCequent  conduft,  is  gf  itfelf  fvfficient  to  put  fuch  a  pSrpofc 
h^JonA  a  doubt. 


^yw>sj 
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1774.        They  endeavour  to  obviate  the  jealoufies  and 
^-"^■^^"^  ^ejudices  which  might  arife  from  the  difference  of 
their  religious  principles,  by  inftancing  the  cafe  of 
the  Swifs  cantons,  whofe   union  is  compofcd  of 
Catholic  and  Proteftant  dates;    who  Uve  in  the 
utmoft  concord  and  peace  with  each  other,  and 
have  been  thereby  enabled  to  defeat  all  attempts 
againft  their  liberties.     This  inftance,  though  per- 
haps the  moil  appofite  that  could  have  been  brought 
for  the  purpofe,  would  not,  however,  have  borne 
t^e  teit  of  much  examination. 

They  declare,  that  they  do  not  require  them  to 
commence  z&%  of  hoftility  againft  the  government 
of  their  common  fovereign ;  that  they  only  invite 
them  to  confult  their  own  glory  and  welfare,  and 
not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  inveigled  or  intimi  '^ 
dated  by  infamous  miniflers  fo  far,  as  to  become 
the  infbruments  of  their  cruelty  and  defpotifm. 
They  conclude  by  informing  them,  that  the  congrefs 
had,  with  univerfal  pleafure,  and  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  refohred,  that  they  fliould  confider  the  viola- 
tion of  their  rights,  by  the  aA  for  altering  the  go- 
vernment of  that  province,  as  a  violation  of  their 
own ;  and  that  they  iliould  be  invited  to  accede  to 
their  confederation,  which  had  no  other  objeds 
than  the  perfle^k  fecurity  of  the  natural  and  civil 
rights  of  all  the  conftituent  members,  according  to 
their  refpcftive  circumftances,  and  the  prefervation 
of  a  happy  and  lading  connexion  with  Great-Bri- 
tain,  on  the  falutary  and  conftitutional  prmciples 
before  mentioned. 

Addrefs  ^^  the  addrefs  to  the  colonies  they  inform  thera, 
to  the  that  as  in  duty  and  juftice  bound,  they  have  deli- ' 
Colonics,  bcrately,  difpaffionately,  and  impartially  examined 
and  confidered  all  the  meafures  that  led  to  the  pi:;c.- 
fent  difturbances  ;  the  exertions  of  both  the  legu- 
llative  and  executive  powers  of  Great  Britain,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  %the  conduct  of  the  colonies  oh 

the 
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the  other.  That  upon  the  whole,  they  find  them-  1774. 
felves  reduced  to  the  difagreeable  alternative,  of  ^^jtTkj 
being  filent  and  betraying  the  innocent,  or  of  fpeak- 
ing  out  and  cenfuring  thofe  they  wilh  to  revere. 
In  making  their  choice  of  thefe  diftreHtng  difficul- 
ties, they  prefer  the  courfe  dictated  by  hottcfty,  and 
a  regard  to  the  welfare  of  their  country.  1 

After  ftating  and  examining  the  feveral  laws  that 
were  pafled,  and  the  meafurcs  purfued  with  refped 
to  America,  from  the  year  1764,  to  the  prcfcnt 
period,  (1774),  they  enquire  into  the  motives  for 
the  particular  hoftility  carried  on  againft  the  town 
of  Bofton,  and  province  of  Maflachufett*s  Bay, 
though  the  behaviour  of  the  people  in  other  colo- 
nies, had  been  in  equal  oppofition  to  th^  power  af- 
fumcd  by  parliament,  and  yet  no  ftcp  whatever  had 
been  taken  againft  any  of  them  by  government. 
This  they  reprefent  as  an  artful  fyfteraatic  line  of 
conduft,  concealing  among  others  the  following 
defigns  :  i  ft.  That  it  was  cxpefted,  that  the  pro- 
vince of  Maflachufett*8  would  be  irritated  into  fome 
violent  aftion,  that  might  difpleafe  the  reft  of  the 
continent,  or  that  might  induce  the  people  of  Eng- 
land to  approve  the  meditated  vengeance  of  an 
imprudent  and  exafperated  miniftry.  If  the  unex- 
ampled pacific  temper  of  the  province  fliould  difop- 
point  that  part  of  the  plan,  it  was  in  that  cafe  hoped, 
that  the  other  colonies  would  be  fo  far  intimidated, 
as  to  defert  their  brethren,  fuflFering  in  a  common 
caufe,  and  that  thus  difunited,  all  might  be  eafily 
fubdued. 

After  examining  the  Qucbed  aft,  and  pretending 
to  aflign  the  motives  on  Avhich  it  was  founded,  they 
fay,  that  from  this  detail  of  fafts,  as  well  as  from 
authentic  intelligence,  it  is  clear,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  a  refolution  is  formed,  and  now  is  carrying 
into  execution,  to  extinguifh  the  frecdomof  the 
colonies,  by  fubicfting  them  to  a  dcfpotic  government. 

They 
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1774.  They  then  proceed  to  ftatc  the  importance  of  the 
truft  which  was  repofed  in  them,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  have  difcharged  it.  Upon  this  occa^ 
fion,  they  fay,  that  tho'  the  ftate  of  the  colonies 
woidd  certainly  jnftify  other  meafures  than  thofc 
which  they  have  advifcd ;  yet  they  have,  for  weighty 
reafons,  given  the  preference  to. thofc  which  they 
have  adopted.  Thefe  reafons  are,  that  it  is  con-* 
fiftent  with  the  charafler  which  the  colonies  have 
always  fuftained,  to  perform,  even  in  the  midit  oF 
the  unnatural  didreffes  and  imminent  dangers  that 
furround  them,  every  ad:  of  loyalty  ;  and  therefore 
they  were  induced  to  offer  once  more  to  his  Ma* 
jefty  the  petitions  of  his  faithful  and  opprelTed  fub- 
je£b  in  ibnerica.^ — ^Ilien  from  a  fenfe  of  their  ten« 
der  affeftion  for  the  people  of  the  kingdom  from 
which  they  derive  their  original,  they  could  not 
forbear  to  regulate  their  (teps  by  an  expedation  of 
receiving  full  convidion  that  the  colonifts  are 
equally  dear  to  them*  That  they  ardently  wifh  the 
focial  band  between  that  body  and  the  colonies  may 
never  be  diflblved ;  and  that  it  cannot,  until  the 
minds  of  the  former  (hall  become  indifputably  hoflile, 
or  their  inattention  ihall  permit  thofc  who  are  thus 
hoftile  to  perfift  in  profecuting,  with  the  powers  of 
the  realm,  the  dcftruftive  meafures  already  ope- 
rating againft  the  colonifts ;  and,  in  either  cafe, 
fhall  reduce  the  latter  to  fuch  a  fituation,  that  they 
fhall  be  compelled  to  renounce  every  guard  but 
that  of  felf-prefervation. — ^That,  notwithftanding 
the  vehemence  with  which  affairs  have  been  im* 
pelled,  they  have  not  yet  reached  that  fatal  point  j 
that  they  do  not  incline  to  accelerate  their  motion, 
already  alarmingly  rapid  ;  and  they  have  chofen  a 
method  of  oppoiition  that  does  not  preclude  a  hearty 
reconciliation  with  their  fellow  citizens  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Atlantic. 

» 

That,  they  deeply  deplore  the  urgent  necefiity 
that  preffcs  them  to  an  immediate  interruption  of 

com- 
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commerce,  which  may  prove  injurious  to  their  fel-  1774. 
low-fubjc&s  in  England ;  but  truft  they  will  acquit  v-^'v^^ 
them  of  any  unkind  intentions,  by  rcfleding  that 
they  fubjed  tbemfelves  to  fimilar  inconveniencies  j 
that  they  are  driven  by  the  hands  of  violence  into 
unexperienced  and  unexpeded  public  convulfions  ; 
and  that  th«y  are  contending  for  freedom,  fo  often 
contended  for  by  their  anceftors. 

They  conclude  by  obferving,  that  the  people  of 
England  will  foon  have  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
their  fentiments  concerning  their  caule.  "  That  in 
"  their  piety,  gencrofity,  and  good  fcnfe,  they  re- 
*^  pofe  high  confidence ;  and  cannot,  upon  a  re* 
"  view  of  paft  events,  be  perfuaded  that  they,  the 
'*  defenders  of  true  religion,  and  the  affertors  of 
^  the  rights  of  mankind,  will  take  part  againft  their 
**  affedionate  Proteftant  brethren  in  the  colonies, 
"  in  £ftvoar  of  their  open  and  our  own  fecret  enc- 
"  mics,  whofe  intrigues,  for  feveral  years  paft,  have 
**  been  wholly  exercifed  in  fapping  the  foundation 
"  of  all  civil  and  religious  liberty/* 

Thefe  public  z6ts  being  pafled,  the  delegates  put  The  Con- 
an  end  to  their  feffion,  on  the  5  2d  day  from  the  P^^* 
opening  of  the  congrcfs.  oa.  leSi 

Widiout  examining  the  truth  of  their  allegations^ 
or  pretending  to  form  any  opinion  upon  a  fubje£t, 
©n  which  the  firft  names  in  this  country  have  dif- 
fered fo  widely,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
petition  and  addreifes  from  the  congrefs  have  been 
executed  with  uncommon  energy,  addrefs,  and 
ability ;  and  that  coniidered  abftra&edly,  with  re- 
fpefi  to  vigour  of  mind,  ftrength  of  fentimcnt,  and 
the  language,  at  leaft  of  patriotifin,  they  would  not 
have  difgraced  any  aflembly  that  ever  exifted. 


A  a  CHAP- 
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V 

State  of  Affairs  at  the  opening  of  the  ne^  parliament  ^  tuithfomc 
account  of^  the  two  Fifhery  Bills  paffed  in  this  fhffion, 

WHILST  matters  of  this  magnitude  were 
tranfafting  in  America,  an  unexampled 
fupinenefs,  with  regard  to  public  affairs,  prevailed 
among  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Even  the 
great  commercial  and  manufafturing  bodies,  who 
muft  be  the  firft  to  feel,  and  the  laft  to  lament  any 
finifter  events  in  the  colonies,  and  who  are  gene- 
rally remarkable  for  a  quick  forefight  and  provident 
fagacity  in  whatever  regards  their  intererf,  fcemcd 
now  to  be  funk  in  the  fame  careleflhefs  and  inat- 
tention with  the  reft  of  the  people. 

Several  caufes  concurred  to  produce  this  apparent 
indifference.  The  colony  contefts  were  no  longer 
new.  From  the  year  1765,  they  had,  with  but  few, 
and  thofe  fhort  intermiffions,  engaged  the  attention 
of  parliament.  Moft  of  the  topics  on  the  fubjeft 
tvere  exhaufted,  and  the  vehement  paffions  which 
accompanied  them  had  fubfided.  The  non-impor- 
tation agreement,  (by  divifipns  within  the  colonies, 
which,  if  not  caufed,  were  much  forwarded  by  the 
conccffions  with  regarcf  to  feveral  of  the  taxes  laid 
in  1767)  had  broken  up,  before  it  had  produced 
any  ferious  confequences.  Moft  people  therefore 
flattered  themfelves,  that  as  things  had  appeared  fo 
very  frequently  at  the  verge  of  a  rupture,  without 
actually  arriving  at  it,  that  now,  as  formerly,  fomc 
means  would  be  found  for  accommodating  this  dif- 
pute.  At  worft  it  was  conceived,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans would  themfelves  grow  tired.  And  as  an  opi- 
nion was  circulated  with  fome  induftry  and  fuccefs, 
that  a  cojuntenance  of  refolution,  if  perfevered  in 
for  fome  time,  would  certainly  put  an  end  to  the 
conteft,  which  (it  was  faid)  had  been  nouriftied 

wholly 
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wholly  by  former  conceffions,  people  were  in  gene-  1774. 
ral  inclined  to  leave  the  trial  of  the  effefts  of  perfe-  ^^^'^^'^^ 
vcrance  and  refolution,  to  a  miniftry  who  valued 
thcmfclves  on  thofe  qualities.  All  thefe  things  had 
hitherto  indifpofed  the  body  of  the  nsltion  from 
taking  part  in  the  fanguine  manner  they  had  hitherto 
done  on  other  fubjeds,  and  formerly  on  this.  From 
thefe  caufcs,  adminiftration  being  totally  difcngagcd 
at  home,  was  at  fyll  leifure  to  profecute  the  mea- 
furcs  which.it  had  defigned  againft  America,  or  to 
adopt  fuch  new  ones,  as  the  oppofition  there  ren- 
dered neceflary  towards  carrying  the  new  laws  into 
execution.  The  times  indeed  were  highly  favour- 
able to  any  purpofe,  which  only  required  the  con- 
currence of  that  parliament,  and  th^  acquicfcence 
of  the  people. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  favourable  circumflances 
on  the  one  fide,  and  that  general  indifference  which 
prevailed  on  the  other,  it  was  not  totally  forgotten 
Dy  either,  that  the  time  for  a  general  eleftion  was 
approaching,  and  that  the  parliament  had  but  one 
foffion  more  to  compleat  its  allotted  term. 

On  the  meeting  of  this  new  parliament.  Sir  Flet-  Nov.  30. 
cher  Norton,  was,  without  oppofition,    appointed  The  new- 
Speaker.     In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  two  Parlia- 
houfes  were  informed,  that  a  moft  daring  fpirit  of  "^«"t 
refiftancc  and  difobcdicnce  to  the  law  Hill  unhappily  ™^*^^'* 
prevailed  in  the  province  of  Maflachufett's-Bay,  Speech 
and  had,  in  divers  parts  of  it,  broke  forth  in  frclh  from  tLc 
violences  of  a  very  criminal  nature  ;  that  thefe  pro-  ^^»»'*^»ic- 
ceedings  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged 
in  others  of  the  colonies,  and  unwarrantable  attempts 
made  to  obftruft  the  commerce  of  this  kingdom, 
by  unlawful  combinations  ;  that  fuch  meal'ures  had 
been  taken,  and  fuch  orders  given,  as  were  judged 
moft  proper  and  effeftual  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  laws  which  werfc  pafTed  in  the  laft  feflion  of 
the  late  parliament,  for  the  proteftion  ayd  Iccurity 
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of  commerce,  and  for  reftoring  and  preferving 
peace,  order,  and  good  government,  in  the  province 
of  Maff^chufett's-Bay ;  that  they  might  depend 
upon  a  firm  and  (ledfaft  refolution  to  withftand 
every  attempt  to  weaken  or  impair  die  fupreme 
authority  of  this  legiflature  over  all  the  dominions 
of  the  crown,  the  maintenance  of  which  was  con- 
fidered  as  effential  to  the  dignity,  the  fafety,  z^ 
welfare  of  the  Britifh  empire ;  his  Majefty  being 
aflured  of  receiving  their  affiflance  and  fupport 
while  afting  upon  thefc  principles. 


Addreff. 


Amend- 
ment 


Debates. 


Proteft. 


An  addrcfs,  in  the  ufual  form,  having  been  moved 
for,  an  amendment  was  propofed,  on  the  fide  of 
6ppofition,  "  That  his  Majefty  would  be  CTacioufly 
plcafed  to  communicate  the  whole  intelhgence  he 
^  -  had  received  from  America  to  the  boufe,  as  well 
^  ^  ^  '  as  the  letters,  orders,  and  inftrudions,  upon  that 
bufinefs/'  The  propofal  for  this  amendment  was 
produftive  of  fome  confiderablc  debate,  as  well  as 
of  a  divifien.  The  minority  was  but  1 3  to  63  on 
the  divifion.  It  was  rendered  memorable  by  the 
circumftance  of  having  produced  xprotcft,  the  firft 
we  remember,  to  have  he?rd  of  upon  an  addrcfs^ 
and  that  too  very  ftrong  and  pointed. 

The  anfwer  from  the  throne  to  this  addrcfs,  be- 
fides  the  ufual  thanks,  contained  an  affurancc  of 
taking  the  moft  fpecdy  ahd  edcOual  meafares,  for 
enforcing  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fupreme  legiflature  ;  together  with  a  decla* 
ration,  that  whenever  any  of  the  colonies  ihould 
make  a  proper  and  dutiful  application,  his  Majefty 
would  be  ready  to  concur  in  affoiding  them  every 
ijuft  and  reafonable  indulgence',  and  concluded 
with  an  earneft  wifti,  that  this  difpofition  might 
have  an  happy  effcft  on  their  temper  and  condu£t. 

This  anfwer  was  accompanied  with  a  meflage  to 
the  Commons,   in  which  they  were  informed^  that 

as 
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as  it  was  determined,  in  confequence  of  the-  ad-  1774. 
drefs,  to  take  the  mod  fpecdy  and  cffcdual  mea-  v><vx-/ 
fares  for  fupporting  the  juft  rights  of  the  crown,  Meffage 
and  the  two  hoyfes  of  parliament,  fome  augmea-  ^^  ^^^ 
tation  to  the  forces  by  fea  and  land  would  be  necef-  ^^^ 
fsLTj  for  that  purpofe.  This  meffage  was  referred,  a^lL^eo- 
as  ufual,  to  the  committee  of  fupply*  tadoa  of 

the  for- 

*   While;  meafures  were  thus  taking  to  appty  a  mili-  ^**' 
tary  force  to  the  cure  of  the  difordcrs  in  America, 
other  means  were  thought  neceilary  to  come  in  aid 
.  of  this  expedient.     The  military  force  might  in- 
deed coerce  and  punifh  the  difobedient,  and  effcc* 
tually  fttpport  the  magiilratein  cafe  of  infurreftion; 
but  how  to  get  the  body  of  magiftracy  ro  aft,  or 
any  fulficient  number  upon  ordinary  occaiions  to 
engage  heartily  in  their  caufe,  did  not  appear.    The 
change  in  the  charter  of  Ma0achufett's-Bay  had  not 
produced  the  deflred  cfied.     Even  if  it  fliould,  the 
inferior  magiftrates  m\ift  evidently  be  taken  in  the 
country ;  (heriffs,  conftables,  feleft  men,  grand  and 
petty  juries,  muft  be  aiding  to  the  higher  magift- 
lates,  or  nothing  could  be  done ;  and  the  idea  of 
having  troops  in  every  parifh  would  be  ridiculous. 
The  coercive  plan  being  therefore  ilill  relied  on,  it 
was  propofed  to  chufe  a  punifliment  fo  univerfal,  as 
by  the  inconveniences  which  every  man  felt,  would 
intcrcft  every  man  in  procuring  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion  to  the  late  afts  of  parliament.     For  this  rea-  p^j,  ,^ 
ion  the  minifter  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to    1 77^. ' 
leftrain   the   trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  FLfheiy 
ei  Maffachufett's^-Bay,  and  New  Hamp^ihre,  the  bill 
colonies  of  Connefticut'  and   Rhode  iiland,  and  bro^gl^t 
Providence  Plantation,  in  North  America,  to  Great  ^^' 
Britain,  Ireland,  and  the^ritifli  iilands  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  to  prohibit  fuch  provinces  and  colonies 
from  carrying  on  any  fiiliery  on  the  banks  of  New-     • 
fbundland,  or  other  places  therein  to  be  mentioned, 
wider  certain  conditions,  and  for  a  limited  time. 

On 
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?775-  On  the  21  of  March,  upon  the  third  reading  of 
^^-'^^'^^  this  bill,  a  motion  was  made  for  an  amendment. 
The  bill  that  the  colonics  of  New-Jcrfcy,  Penfylvania,  Mary- 
returned,  land,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro^na,  fhould  be  in- 
ani«d^^  eluded  in  the  fame  reftridions  with  the  Ncw-Eng- 
ment  to  '^^^  provinces.  On  this  amendment  the  queftion 
the  Com-  being  put,  it  was  carried  by  52  to  21  ;  and  the 
mow.       prohibitions  of  the  bill  confequently  extended  to 

the  five  flew  provinces.     The  queftion  was  then  put 

upon  the  bill,  and  carried  by  a  majority  of  73  to  2 1 ; 

and  it  was  accordingly  returned  to  the  Commons 
They  ^  *^^  ^^^  amendment ;  but  this  houfe  objeSing  td 
objed  it,  as  caufing  a  difagreement  between  the  title  and 
to  the  body  of  the  bill,  (which  would  have  caufed  great 
amend-  embarraffment  to  the  officers  who  were  to  carry  it 
^^^^'       into  execution)  a  conference  was   held,   in  a  few 

days  after,  between  the  two  Houfes,  at  which  the 
The  bill  ^^^'^^^  offered  by  the  Comfnons,  having  appeared 
receives  fatisfaftory,  the  Lords  agreed  in  rcjefting  the  amende 
the  royal  ment ;  and  the  bill  received  the  royal  affcnt  on  the 
affent.       30th  of  March. 

Protcft.  This  bill  was  productive  of  a  proteft  figned  by 
fixteen  lords.  Among  other  fevere  ftriAures,  they 
reprefented  it  as  one  of  thofe  unhappy  inventions, 
to  which  parliament  is  driven  by  the  difficulties 
that  daily  multiply  upon  them,  from  an  obftinatc 
adherence  to  an  unwife  fyftem  of  government. 
They  fay,  that  government  which  attempts  to  pre- 
ferve  its  authority  by  deftroying  the  trade  of  itfr 
fubjefts,  and  by  involving  the  innocent  and  guilty 
in  a  common  ruin,  if  it  ads  from  a  choice  of  fuch 
meana,  confcffcs  itfclf  unworthy  ;  if  from  inability 
to  find  any  other,  admits  itfclf  wholly  incompetent 
to  the  end  of  its  inftitution.  They  fevc^cly  ccnfurc 
the  attempt  made  to  bribe  the  nation  into  an  ac*. 
•  quicfcence  in  this  arbitary  ad,  by  holding  out  to 
them,  as  a  temptation  for  that  fiurpofe,  the  fpoils  of 
the  New-England  fiflicry  ;  this  they  reprefent  to  be 
a  fchcme  full  of  weaknefs  and  indecency ;  of  in- 

v'dcceacy. 
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decency,  becaufe  it  maybe  fufpcftcd  that  the  defire    1775. 
of  the   confifcation  has  created  the  guilt;  and  of  ^^"^^^^^ 
weaknefs,  becaufe  it  fuppofes,  that  whatever  is  taken 
from  the  colonies,  is  of  courfc  to  be  transferred  to 
ourfelves* 

The  Fifliery-bijl  had  fcarccly  cleared  the  Houfe  Mar.  9th, 
of  Cojmmons,  when  the  minifter  brought  in  another,  Ano^ijc^ 
"  To  reftrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colo-  Fifhery- 
*'  nies  of  Ncw-Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland,  Vir-  bill. 
ginia,  and  South  Carolina,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
and  the  Britiih  iflands   in  the  Weft-Indies,  under 
certain   conditions  and  limitations.**  As  meafures 
of  this  nature  were  now  familiar,  he  only  thought  it 
neceflary  to  obferve,   that  as  the  fouthem  provinces 
had  acceded  to  the  non-importation  and  non-ex- 
portation agreement,  as  well  as  the  northern,  it  was 
conformable  to  reafon  and  juftice  that  they  fhould 
equally  feel  our  refentment,   and  experience  the 
fame  degree  of  puniftimcnt.    The   matter  of  this 
bill,  being   formerly  difcuffed,  the   debate  at  the 
third  reading  was  not  long,  nor  the  attendance  con- 
fiderable  on  the  part   of  the  minority.    The  bill  *  ^  -.^^ 
pafled  without  difficulty. 

During  tlie  paffing  of  thefe  two  additional  Aijieri- 
can  bills,  feveral  conciliatory  dnes  were  offered  by 
Lord  Chatham,  and  other  lords  in  the  minority  ; 
alfo  petitions  from  the  city  of  London  and  feveral 
maniifaduring  towns  in  Great-Britain  andireland. 

Some  counter  petitions  were  alfo  received,  calling 
for  an  enforcement  of  the  laws  of  Great-Britain  as 
the  only  means  of  prcfcrving  a  trade  v/ith  the  colo- 
nies, and  affgrting  that  the  trade  hitherto  had  fuffcr- 
ed  none,  or  an  inconfiderable  diminution  by  the 
combination  of  the  Americans,  Much  altercation 
arofc  on  the  truth  of  fads  alledged  on  both  fides, 
as  well  as  on  the  manner  of  obtaining  the  fignatures, 
and  tlic  quality  of  thofc  who  figned.  The  minori- 
ty 
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1774.  ty  infiftcd,  and  the  mod  tvbo  iigned  thefe  war  peti- 
tions (as  they  called  them)  were  perfons  of  none  or  a 
remoter  intereftmthe  American  trade ;  but  of  that  de- 
fcription  of  vrarm  and  adive  party-men  commonly 
called  Tories. — ^To  prove  the  truth  of  the  fiormer 
part  of  their  aflcf  tion,  they  entered  into  feveral  ex- 
minations,  which  produced  many  long  and  hot  de- 
debates. 

The  coercive  plan  for  fubjugating  America  bcin^ 
thus  finiflied,  this  remarkable  leffion  was  clofed  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  Speaker  to  his  Majefty,  ftating  the 
heavinefe  of  the  grants^  (the  Money-biUs  which  had 
juil  received  the  royal  aflent)  which  nothing  but  the 
particular  exigencies  of  the  times  could  jullify  in  a 
feafott  of  profound  peace ;  he,  however,  gave  an 
affurance,  that  if  the  Americans  fliould  perfiil  iu 
their  refolutions,  and  the  fword  muft  be  drawn,^  his 
faithful  Commons  would  do  everything  in  their 
power  to  maintain  and  fupport  the  fupremacyof 
this  legiflature,  and  concluded,  that  the  money  now 
raifed,  fhould  be  £atthfully  aj^ed  to  the  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  apprc^ated. 


May  26. 


In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  mod  perfeO: 
iatisfadion  in  their  condud,  during  the  coutfe  of 
this  ixhportant  fbilioti,  was  exprefled.  It  w^s  faid, 
that  they^  had  maintained,  with  a  firm  and  ileady 
refolut^,  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  the  autho- 
rity ofpirliamcnt,  which  fhould  ever  be  con&dered 
as  infeparable ;  that  they  had  proteded  and  pro- 
moted the  commercial  interefts  of  thefe  kingdoms  ^ 
and  they  had,  at  the  fame  tinoe,  given  convincing 
proofs  of  their  readinels  Tas  far  as  the  conftituti<m 
would  allow  them)to  grattty  the  wiihes,  and  temovc 
the  apprehenfiont  of  the  fiitsjefts  in  America. 


CHAR 
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V 

State  of  affairs  in  America  during  the  fitting  of  Parliaments'^ 
Continued  from  the  breaking  up  of  the  general  Congrefs^  in 
OQ.  269   1774, /^  the  re-ajfemhling  of  that  body  in  may  lOy 

«775- 

DURING  thcfe  tranfaftions  at  home,  afiairs  .'774- 
were  every  day  becoming  more  dangerous 
in  America.  Whatever  hefitation  might  before 
have  operated  with  the  timid,  or  principles  of  cau* 
tion  and  prudence  with  the  moderate,  they  were  now 
all  removed  by  the  determinations  of  the  general 
congrefs*  Thefe  became  immediately  the  political 
creed  of  the  colonies,  and  a  perfed  compliance 
with  their  refolutions  was  every  where  determined 
upon,  as  foon  as  .the  general  fenfe  of  the  people 
could  be  obtained.  The  unanimity  which  prevailed 
throughout  the  continent  was  amazing.  The  fame 
language  was  held  by  town  and  provincial  meetings, 
by  general  aflemblies,  by  judges  in  their  charges, 
and  by  grand  juries  in  their  prefentments ;  and  all 
their  a£ts  tended  to  the  fame  point.  It  was  a  new 
and  wonderful  thing  to  fee  the  inhabitajits  of  rich 
and  great  commercial  countries,  who  had  acquired 
a  long  eftabiiflied  habitual  relifh  for  the  fuperfluitles 
and  1  uxuries  of  foreign  nations,  all  at  once  determined 
to  abandon  thofe  captivating  allurements,  and  to 
reftrain  themfelves  to  bare  neceflities.  It  was  f^arcely 
an  objed  of  greater  admiration,  that  the  mcrchatit 
fhould  forego  the  advantages  of  conimerc^,  the 
fanner  fubmit  to  the  lofs  of  the  fale  of  his  produfts 
and  the  benefits  of  his  induflry,  and  the  feaman, 
with  the  numberlefs  other  perfons  dependant  upon 
trade,  contentedly  refign  the  very  means  of  livelihoocls 
and  trud  to  a  precarious  fubfiitance  from  the  public 
fpirit  or  charity  of  the  opulent.  Such  however  was 
the  fpedacle,  which  America  at  that  time,  and  Aill 
in  fome  degree,  exhibited  to  the  world. 

B  b  Great 
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Great  hopes  were  however  placed  on  the  fucccfs 
of  the  petition  frotn  the  continental  congrefs  to  the 
throne.  Nor  was  it  fupf^ofed,  that  their  general 
application  to  the  people  of  England  would  haye 
been  tjnprodudive  of  cffcd.  A  ftill  greater  reliance 
was  not  xmreafonably  placed  upon  Ac  effed  which 
the  unanimity  and  determinations  of  the  congrefs 
would  produce,  in  influencing  the  public  opinions 
^         and  meafures  at  home* 

Thefe  hopes  and  opinions  had  for  a  time  a  con- 
fiderabie  cffeft  in  reftraining  thofe  violences  which 
afterwards   took  J)lace.     But   however  well  they 
might  feem  to  be  founded,  and  however  general 
t^eir  operation,  the  principal  leaders,  arid  moft  ex- 
perienced men,  did  not  appear  to  build  much  upon 
diem,  and  accordingly  made  fome  preparations  for 
Warlike   the  worft  that  might  happen.     The  Southern  colo- 
prepara-    nies  began  to  arm  as  well  as  the  Northern,  and  to 
tions,       ixzm  and  exercife  their  militia  ;  and  as  foon  as  ad- 
vice was  received  of  the  proclamation  'iffued  in 
England  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition  to  America,  meafures   were  Ipccdrly 
taken  to  remedy  the  defcft.     For  this  purpofe,  and 
to  render  themfelves  as  independent  as  poflible  of 
foreigners  for  the  fiipply  of  thofe  effcntial  articles, . 
mills  were  ereftcd,  ?ind  manufiidories  formed  both 
^  m  Philadelphia  and  Virginia,' for  the  making  of 

gunpowder,  arid  encouragement  given  in  all  the 
colonies  for  the  fabrication  of  arms  of  every  fort. 
Great  difficulties  however  attended  thefe  begin- 
nings J  and  the  fupply  of  powder,  both  firoHi  the 
home  manufafture  and  the  importation,  was  for  a 
long  time  fcanty  and  precarious. 

Tlic  Governor's  proclamation  againft  the  pro- 

If  Tincial  congrefs  in  Maffachufett's  Bay,  had  not  the 

fmalleft  effedt,  either  upon  the  proceedings  of  that 

affcmbly,  or  the  conduft  of  the  people,  who  paid 

an  implicit  obedience  to  its  determinations.     As 


v^wy 
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cxprcfles  continually  paflcd  between  that  body  and  ^774. 
the  general  congr^s,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained, 
that  its  meafurcs  were  .regulated  by  their  opinion. 
The  critical  fituation  of  the  capital  was  an  objefl 
of  much  confideration ;  nor  was  it  eafy  to  deter- 
mine in  what  mj^nncr  to  provide  for  the  fafety  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  prevent  its  becoming  a  fore 
thorn  in  the  fide  of  the  province,  if  matters  (hould 
proceed  to  extremity.  From  its  natural  advantages 
of  fituation,  with  the  works  thrown  up  on  the  Neck, 
Bofton  was  already  become  a  very  ilrong  hold  } 
and  was  capable,  with  little  difEculty,  of  being  ren- 
dered a  place  of  fuch  ftreogth,  as,  under  the  pro- 
teftion  of  a  navy,  would  Icavk  but  little  hope  of  its 
being  ever,  reduced.  From  the  fame  caufes  it  was 
liable  to  be  converted,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Go- 
vernor, into  a  fecure  prifon  for  the  inhabitants, 
who  would  thereby  becpme  hoflagjcs  for  the  con* 
dud  of  the  province  at  large. 

Different  propofals  were  faid  to  be  made  to  pre^ 
vent  or  remedy  thefe  evils.  One  was,  fimply,  to 
remove  the  inhabitants  ;  another  to  fct  a  valuation 
upon  their  eftates,  burn  the  town,  and  reimburfc 
them  for  thfir  loffes.  Both  thefe  fchemes  were 
found  to  be  clogged  with  fo  many  difficulties  as 
rendered  them  impracticable.  Force  was  the  oijly 
expedient  which  .could  he  applied  with  fuccefsj 
but  they  did  not  as  yet  feem  difpofed  to. proceed  to 
that  extremity.  In  the  mean  time,  numbers  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  quitted  the  town,  under  thj8 
real  or  pretended  apprchenfion  of  immediate  vio- 
lence from  the  troops,  or  of  being  kidnapped  and 
icnt  to  England,  to  ftand  trial  for  ^ppofed  offences. 

The  provincial  congrefe,  having  done  all  the 
bufmefs  that  was  thought  proper  or  neccffary  for 
die  prefcnt,  diflblycd  tlScmlclvcs  towards  the  end 
of  November,  having  firft  appointed  another  meet- 
ing to  be  held  in  the  enfuing  month  of  February. 
*        •        *  *     '  '      This 
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1774.  This  ccfTation  afforded  an  opportunity  to  the  friends 
v-^^^'^^*^  6{  government,  or  loyalifts,  ai  they  now  called 
themfelves,  to  (hew  tnemielves  in  a  few  places  i 
to  try  their  ftrength  and  numbers,  and  to  cndea* 
vour  to  refill  the  general  current.  Some  afTocia- 
tions  for  mutual  defence  \(rere  accordingly  for!iied» 
and  a  refufal  was  made,  in  a  few  towns,  to  comply 
with  the  refolutions  of  the  provincial  congrefs ;  but 
the  contrary  fpirit  was  fo  prevailent,  that  thofe 
attempts  were  foon  quelled.  The  diflfentients  were 
overwhelmed  by  numbers.  All  thcfe  attempts 
came  to  nothing. 

Ordftanee  As  foon  as  an  account  was  received  at  Rhode 
Pk!^^"  Ifland,  of  the  prohilwtion  on  the  exportation  of 
Mand  niilitary  (lores  from  Great-Britain,  the  people  feized 
upon  and  removed  all  the  ordnance  belonging  to 
the  crown  in  that  province,  which  lay  upon  fomc 
batteries  that  defended  one  of  the  harbours,  and 
amounted  to  above  forty  pieces  of  canAon  of  dif- 
ferent  fizes.  A  captain  of  a  man  of  war,  having 
waited  upon  the  governor  to  enquire  into  the  mean- 
ing of  this  procedure,  was  informed,  with  great 
franknefs,  that  the  people  had  feized  the  cannon  tp 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  king's 
forces  ;  and  that  they  meant  to  make  ufe  of  them 
to  defend  themfelves  againll  any  power  that  fhould 
offer  to  moleft  them.  The  aflcmbly  of  that  ifland 
alfo  paflcd  refolutions  for  the  procuring  of  arms 
and  military  ftores,  by  every  means,  and  from  every 

S^u^rter  in  which  they  could  be  obtained,  as  well  at 
or  training  and  arming  the  inhabitants. 

The  province  of  New  Hampfliire  had  hitherto 
jfreferved  a  greater  degree  of  moderation  than  any 
other  of  the  New  England  governments.  As  foon, 
however,  as  intelligence  arrived  of  the  tranfaftions 
at  Rhode  Ifland,  with  a  copy  of  their  refolutions, 
and  of  the  royal  proclamation  which  gave  rife  to 
them,  a  fimilar  fpirit  operated  upon  that  people. 

A 
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A  body  of  men  accordingly  aflembled  in  arms,    1774- 
and  marched  to  the  attack  of  a  fmall  fort,  called   ^^^'>^^> 
William  and  Mary,  confidcrable  only  for  being  the  ^  ^^^ 
objeft  of  the  firft  movement  in  the  province.    Thi«  p^Jj', 
was  cafily  taken,  and  fupplied  them  with  a  quantity  fcized  in 
of  powder,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to  put  New 
themfclves  into  a  ftate  of  defence.  Ha«iip- 

(hire. 

No  other  afts  of  extraordinary  violence  took  place 
during  the  winter.  A  firm  determination  of  refift- 
ancc,  was,  however,  univcrfally  fpread,  and  grew 
the  ftFonger  by  the  arrival  of  the  King's  fpcech,  and 
the  addrelfes  of  the  new  parliament ;  which  feemcd, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Americans,  nearly  to  cut  off 
all  hopes  of  reconciliation.  It  is  remarkable  that 
all  the  afts  and  pubHc  declarations,  which  here  were 
recommended  as  the  means  of  pacifying,  by  inti- 
midating that  people,  conftantly  produced  the  con- 
trary cfieft.  The  more  clearly  a  determination  was 
(hewn  to  enforce  an  high  authority,  the  more  ftre- 
nuoufly  the  colonifts  feemed  determined  to  refill  it. 
The  aflembly  of  Penfy  1  vania,  which  met  by  adjourn- 
ment towards  the  dole  of  the  year,  was  tl^  firft 
legal  convention  which  unanimouily  approved  of 
and  ratified  all  the  afts  of  the  general  congrefs,  and 
appointed  delegates  to  reprefent  them  in  the  new 
congrefs,  which  was  to  be  held  in  the  enfuing  month 
of  May. 

• 

The  proceedings  were  fimilar   in  other  places,  Refgluti- 
whether  tranfafted  by  the  aftemblies,  or  by  provin-  onsof  the 
cial  conventions  of  deputies.     The  convention  of  ^-  C.  ap- 
Maryland   appointed  a  fum  of  money  for  the  pur-  ?^^7^^  °^ 
cnalc  ot  arms  and  ammunition.     A  provmcial  cen-  entpjacw 
vention,  which  was  held  at  Philadelphia  in  the  lat- 
ter end  of  January,  peffed  a  number  of  refolutions 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  molt  neceflary  manu- 
fafturcs    within   themfelvcs ;  among   which,   fait, 
gunpowder,  faltpctre,  and  ftecl,   were  particularly 
recommended.     They  alio  paffed  a  refolution,  in 

whic]^ 
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which  they  declared  it  to  b^  their  mod  earneft  wifh 
and  defirc  to  fee  harmony  rcftored  between  Great- 
Britain  and  the  colonies  ;  and  that  they  would 
exert  their  utmoft  endeavours  for  the  attainment  of 
that  mod  defirable  objed.  But  that  if  the  humble 
and  loyal  petition  of  the  congrefs  to  his  Majefty 
fhould  be  difregarded,  and  the  Britifli  adminiftra* 
tion,  inftead  of  redrefling  their  grievances  fhould 
determine  by  force  to  effeft  a  fubmiflion  to  the  late 
arbitrary  a£^s  of  parliament,  in  fuch  a  fituation  they 
hold  it  their  indifpenfable  duty  to  refift  fuch  forcc^ 
and  at  every  hazard  to  defend  ^he  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  America. 

The  aflcmbly  of  New- York,  which  met  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  was,  however^  a  fmgle  ex- 
ception to  the  reft  of  the  continent.  In  this  aiTem- 
bly,  after  very  confiderabic  debates  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  acceding  to  the  rcfolutions  of  the  general 
congrefs,  it  was  rejected  upon  a  divifion,  though  by 
a  very  fmall  majority.  They  afterwards  proceeded 
to  ftatt  the  public  grievances,  with  an  intention  of 
laying  them  before^  the  king  and  parliament ;  a 
mode  of  application  in  which  they  were  much  en- 
couraged by  the  lieutenant-governor,  and  from 
which  they  prcfagcd  the  happicft  effeds,  flattering 
thcmfelvcs,  that  when  all  other  mcans^  had  failed  of 
fucccfs,  t'hey  fhould  have  the  lafting  honour  of 
procuring  a  thorough  reconciliation  between  the 
mother-country  and  the  colonies  :  a  hope,  however 
fruitlcfs,  which  probably  had  a  great  effed  in  their 
late  -determination.  It  was  alfo  faid,  that  this  me- 
thod had  been  fuggefted  to  them  from  authority  in 
Eaglaud.  They  accordingly  drew  up  that  petition 
to  the  king,  memorial  to  the  lords,  and  rcprefcn- 
tation  and  rcmonftrance  to  the  commons,  the  in- 
efiicacy  of  which  wc  have  already  feen. 


Feb.  I  ft.       'The  new  provincial  congrefs,  whrch  met  at  Cam- 
bridge, in  Matfachufett's-Bay,  did  not  (jtevijate  ffiom 

the 
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the  line  which  had  been  chalked  out  by  thcif  pre-    1774. 
deccflbrs.     Among  other  rcfolutions  they  publilhed   ^^^^^^^ 
one,  to  inform  the  people,  that  from  the  prcfent  dif-  P^oceed- 
polition    of  the   Britilh   miniflry  and   parliament,  J^f  new 
there  was  real  caufe  to  fear,  that  the  reafonable  and  provincial 
juft  applic^ions  of  that  continent  to  Great-Britain  Conerefs 
for  peace,  liberty,  and  fafcty,   would  not  meet  with  *^  ™^** 
a  favourable  reccpticm  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  from  ^  "  ^^^  * 
the  large  reinforcement   of  troops  expefted  in  that 
colony,   the  tenor  of  jriteHigence   from  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  general  ap^aranccs,  they  have  rcafon  to 
apprehend,  that  the  fuddcn  dellruftion  of  that  colo- 
ny in  particular  was  intended,  for-refuGng,  with  the 
.  other  American  cplonies,  tamely  to  fubmit  to,  what 
they  termed,  the  moll  ignominious  flavery. 

They  therefore  urged,  in  the  ftrongcft  terms,  the 
militia  in  general,  and  the  minute  men  in  particu- 
lar, to  fpare  neither  time,  pains,  nor  expcnce,  at  fo 
critical  a  junfture,  in  perfefting  thcmfelves  forth- 
with in  military  difciplinc,  They  pafled  other  re- 
iblutions  (&c  the  providing  and  making  of  fire  arms 
and  bayonets  ;  and  renewed  more  ftriftly  the  pro- 
hibition of  their  predeceffors,  againft  fupplying  the 
troops  at  Bofton  with  any  of  thofe  neceflaries  which 
are  peculiarly  requifite  for  the  military  fervice  ;  the 
markets  at  Bofton  being  ft  ill  open  to  the  f apply  of 
provifions.  As  we  have  ra^de  ufe  of  a  term  which  * 
has  hitherto  been  unknown  in  military  tranfafitions, 
it  may  require  fon^e  explanation.  By  minuu  men 
are  to  be  underftood  a  Icleft  number  of  militia, 
who  undertake  to  hold  themfclves  upon  all  occa- 
(ions,  and  at  the  ftiorteft  notice,  in  rcadincfs  for  a^ual 
fervice.  By  their  alertriefs  tl^ey  have  fmce  flicwn 
that  the  name  was  not  mifapplicd. 

A  circular  letter  from  the  fecretary  of  Hate  for 
the  American  department,  forbidding,  in  theiting's 
name,  and  under  pain  of  his  diipleafure,  the  eleC' 
tion  of  deputies  tbr  the  cAluing  general  congrds, 

xtas 
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1 774.    wa«  produ£Uve  of  no  maimer  of  cffcft  ;  the  elec- 

"^y^r^^   tions  every  where  took  place,  even  in  the  ppovince 

of  New- York,  notwithftanding  the  late  r^folution 

in  their  aflembly. 

« 

Things  continued  very  quiet  at  Bofton.  To 
which  the  mjuhdions  of  the  diflcrent  congrcffes 
perhaps  contributed  as  much,  as  the  (hips  of  war 
that  crowded  the  harbour,  or  the  force  that  was 
ftationed  in  the  town.  The  calm  was  howevef  pre- 
carious and  fallacious  on  both  frdes.  Combuftible 
matter  had  been  gathered  in  abundance.  More 
was  in  preparation,  and  the  leaft.fpark  was  likely  to 
kindla  a  general  conflagration. 

Feb.  a6.      Governor  Gage  having  received  intelligence  that 
D  ta  h     ^^"^^  \yxzh  cannon  were  depofited  in  the  town  of 
meats.  "    Salcm,  fent  a  detachment  of  troops  uiider  the  com- 
fent  to      mand  of  a  field  ofEcer,   on  board  a  tranfport,  in 
feizeon     order  to  feize  .upon  and  bring  them  to  Bo  Aon. 
foroe         'fjjg  troops  having  landed  at  Marblehead,  proceed- 
Wra?  **  ^^  ^^  Salem,  where  they  were  difappoiated  as  to 
finding  the  cannon ;  but  having  fome  reafon  to  ima- 
gini^  they  had  been  only  removed  tHat  morning  in 
confequence  of  their  approach,  it  induced  them  to 
march  further  into  the  country  in  hopes  of  over- 
taking them.     In  this  purfuit  they  arrived  at  a  draw- 
bridge over  a  fmall  river,  where  a  number  of  the 
country  people  werC  aflembled,  and  thofe  on  the 
oppofite  fide  had  taken  up  the  bridge  to  prevent 
Difpute     their  paff^ge.     The  commanding  officer  ordered 
at  a  draw  the  bridge  to  be  let  dowti,  which  the  people  peremp- 
tndgc.      torily  refufed,  faying,  that  it  was  a  private  road,  and 
that  he  had  no   authority  to  demand  a  paflage  that 
way.     For  to  the  lad  moment  the  language  of  peace 
was   prefcrved,  and  until  the  fword  was  decifively. 
drawn,  all  refifiancewas  carried  on  upon  fome  legal 
ground.     Upon  this  rcfufal,  the  officer  determined 
to  make  ufe  of  a  boat,  thereby  to  gain  poffcffion  of 
the  bridge  j  but  the  country  people  perceiving  his 
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intention,  fevcral  of  them  jumped  into  the  boat  1775. 
\irith  axei,  and  cut  holes  thro'  her  bottom,  which  v>^>'"v-/ 
occafioned'  fome  fcuffle  between  them  and  the  fol- 
dicrs  in  and  about  the  boat.  Things  were  now 
tending  to  extremities,  as  the  commander  fccmed 
determined  to  force  his  paffage,  and  the  others  as 
refolutely  bent  to  prevent  it.  In  this  fituation,  a 
neighbouring  clergyman,  who  had  attended  the 
whole  tranfaftion,  rcmonftrated  with  the  lieutenant- 
colonel,  upon  the  fatal  confequences  which  would 
inevitably  attend  hit  making  ufe  of  force.  And 
finding  that  the  point  of  military  honour,  with  re- 
fped  to  making  good  hii  paffage,  was  the  principal 
objed  with  that  gentlemen,  it '  being  then  too  late 
in  the  evening  to  profccute  his  original  defign,  he 
prevailed  upon  the  people  to  let  down  the  bridge, 
which  the  troops  took  poffeffion  of ;  and  the  colo- 
nel having  pufhed  a  detachment  a  little  way  into 
the  country,  in  exercife  of  the  right  which  he  affum- 
ed,  they  immediately  after  returned,  without  mo- 
leftation,  on  board  the  tranfport.  Thus  ended  this 
firft  expedition,  without  effeft,  and  happily  without 
mifchicf.  Enough  appeared  to  Ihew  upon  what  a 
flender  thread  the  peace  of  the  empire  hung  ;  and 
that  the  leaft  exertion  of  the  military  would  cer- 
tainly bring  things  to  extremities.  The  people, 
fince  the  afts  for  carting  away  their  charter,  ind 
for  protefting  the  foldiery  from  any  trial  in  the 
province,  confidercd  themfelves  as  put  under  mili- 
tary government.  Every  motion  of  that  body  be- 
came fufpeftcd,  and  was  in  their  eyes  un  exertion  of 
the  moft  odious  and  moft  dreadful  tyranny. 

This  appearance  of  refiftance  feems,  on  the  other 
fide,  to  have  greatly  irritated  the  military,  for  from 
this  time  they  appear  to  have  lived  upon  worfc 
terms  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  than  they  had 
hitherto  done  ;  fome  general  and  wanton  infults,  as 
well  as  particular  outrages  having  been  complained  . 
of.-    But  the  crifis  was  now  fait  approaching,  in 

C  c  .        which 
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1775.   which  all  her  Icflcr  evils  and  calamities  were  to  be 
^<^^>rKj  loft  and  forgotten  in  the  contemplation  of  thofe  of  a 
great  and  ferious  nature. 

Affair  at  The  Provincials  having  collefted  a  confidcrabic 
Lcxing-  quantity  of  military  ftores  at  the  town  of  Concord, 
C "  *"rd  ^^^^^  ^^^  provincial  congrefs  was  alfo  held.  Gen, 
Gage  thought  it  expedient  to  detach  the  grenadiers 
and  light  infantry  of  the  army,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Smith,  and  major  Pitcairn  of 
the  marines,  in  order  to  deftroy  them.  It  is  faid 
and  believed,  that  this  expedition  hjad  another  objed 
in  view,  which  was  to  feize  on  the  perfons  of  Mcflrs. 
Hancock  and  Adams,  thofe  great  and  obnoxious 
leaders  of  the  fa£tion  which  oppofed  the  new  fyftem 
of  government.  The  detachment,  which  was  fup- 
Apr.  18.  pofcd  to  confift  of  about  900  men,  embarked  at 
Bofton  on  the  night  preceding  the  1 9th  of  April, 
and  having  gone  a  little  way  up  Charles  river, 
landed  at  a  place  called  Phipps's  Farm,  from  whence 
they  proceeded  with*  great  (ilence  and  expedition 
towards  Concord.  Several  officers  on  horfe  back 
in  the  mean  time  fcoured  the  roads,  and  fecurcd 
fuch  country  people  as  they  chanced  to  meet  with 
at  that  early  time.  Notwithftanding  thefe  precau- 
tions, they  difcovered,  by  the  firing  of  guns  and 
the  ringing  of  bells,  that  the  country  was  alarmed, 
and  the  people  aftually  began  to  aflcmble  in  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  before  day-light. 

Upon  their  arrival  at  Lexington,  about  five  in 
the  morning,  they  found  the  company  of  militia, 
belonging  to  that  town,  affembled  on  a  green  near 
the  road ;  upon  which  an  officer  in  the  van  called 
out,  Difp^rjij  you  rebels:  throw  down  your  arms ^ 
and  dijperfe  :  the  foldiers  at  the  fame  time  running 
up  with  loud  huzzas,  fome  fcattcring  {hots  were  firft 
fired,  and  immediately  fucceeded  by  a  general  dif- 
charge,  by  which  eight  of  the  militia  were  killed 
and  leveral  wounded. 

Thus 
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Thus  was  the  firft  blood  drawn  in  this  unhappy    1775. 
civil  contcft.     Great  pains  were  taken  on  each  lide   ^^^^vn^ 
to  ihcw  the  other  to  have  been  the  aggreflbr  upon 
this  occafion.     A  matter  of  little  confcqucnce,  in  a 
political  view,  as  things  were  now  too  far  advanced 
to   leave  room  for  a  propable  hope  of  any  other 
than  fuch  a  final  ilTue.     It  was  faid  in  the  Gazette, 
that  the  troops  were  firft  fired  upon  from  fome 
neighbouring  houfes.     There  is  fome  obfcurity  in 
this  bufinefs,  for  it  appears,  from  the  general  tenor 
of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  of  fome  of  our  own  people 
who  were  taken  prifoncrs,  as  of  a  great  number  of 
the  provincials,  all  whofe  depofitions  were  regularly 
taken  and  attefted  by  proper  magiftrates,  that  the 
firing  both  at  Lexington  and  Concord  was  com- 
menced by  the  troops.     Indeed  it  feems  evident, 
that  a  fingle  company  of  militia,  ftanding,  as  it  may 
be  (aid  under  the  muzzles  of  our  foldicrs  guns, 
would  have  been  fufficient  pledges  to  prevent  any 
outrage  firom  their  friends  and  neighbours  in  the 
adjoining  houfes. 

After  this  execution,  the  detachment  proceeded 
to  Concprd,  the  commanding  officer  having  prc- 
vioufly  difpatched  fix  companies  of  light  infantry  to 
poflcfs  two  bridges  which  lay  at  fome  diftance  be- 
yond the  town,  probably  with  a  view  of  preventing 
any  of  the  ftores  fron\  being  carried  off  that  way ; 
or,  if  he  had  orders  about  the  feizurc  of  perfons, 
to  prevent  the  cfcape  of  thofc  whom  it  was  his  ob- 
jeft  to  fccure.  A  body  of  militia  "who  occupied  a 
hill  in  the  way,  relired  at  the  approach  of  the  troops,  * 
and  piflcd  over  one  of  thofe  bridges,  which  was 
immediately  after  taken  pofTeffion.  of  by  the  light 
infantry.  The  main  body  having  arrived  at  the  town, 
proceeded  to  execute  their  commiffion,  by  render- 
ing three  pieces  of  iron  cannon  unfcrviccable,  dc- 
ftroyingfome  guns  and  other  carriages,  and  throwing 
fcveral  barrels  of  flour,  gunpowder,  and  mulket  ball 
into  the  river.     In  the  mean  time,  the  militia  which 
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retired  from  the  hill,  feeing  fevcral  fires  in  the  town 
which  they  apprehended  to  be  of  houfcs  in  flames, 
returned  towards  the  bridge  which  they  had  lately 
paflcd,  and  which  lay  in  their  way  thither.  Upon 
this  movement,  the  light  infantry  retired  on  the 
Concord  fide  of  the  river,  and  began  to  pull  up  the 
bridge  ;  but  upon  the  near  approach  of  the  militia, 
(who  feemed  lludioufly  to  have  avoided  all  appear- 
ance of  beginning  the  attack,  and  made  as  if  they 
only  wanted  to  pafs  as  common  travellers)  the  fol- 
diers  immediately  fired,  and  killed  two  men.  The 
provincials  returned  the  fire,  and  a  fkirmifh  enfucd 
at  the  bridge,  in  which  the  former  feem  to  have 
been  under  fome  difadvantage,  and  were  forced  to 
retreat,  having  fevcral  men  killed  and  wounded, 
and  a  lieutenant  and  fome  others  taken. 

About  this  time  the  country  rofe  upon  them. 
The  troops  were  attacked  on  all  quarters  ;  fkirmifh 
fucceedcd  upon  fkirmifh  ;  and  a  continued,  though 
fcattering  and  irregular  fire,  was  fupported  through 
the  whole  of  a  loYig  and  very  hot  day.  In  the  march 
back  of  fix  miles  to  Lexington,  the  troops  were 
exceedingly  annoyed,  not  only  by  the  purfuers,  but 
by  the  fire  from  houfes,  walls,  and  other  coverts, 
all  of  which  were  filled  ,or  lined  with  armed  men. 


L.  Per-  It  happened  fortunately,  that  General  Gage,  ap- 
cy*8  dc-  preheniive  of  the  danger  of  the  fcrvice,  had  de- 
tachment tached  Lord  Percy  early  in  the  morning  with  i% 
companies  of  foot,  a  dctachmeijt  of  marines,  and 
two  pieces  of  cannon,  to  fupport  Colonel  Smith's  ' 
detachment,  and  that  they  were  arrived  at  Lexing- 
ton, by  the  time  tlie  others  had  returned  firom  Con- 
cord. This  circumftai^ce  was  the  more  fortunate, 
as  it  is  reported  the  firft  detachment  had  by  that 
time  expended  all  their  ammunition ;  but  if  that 
even  had  not  been  the  cafe,  it.fcarccly  feems  pof- 
fible  that  they  could  have  cfcaped  being  cut  off  or 
taken  in  the  long  fubfequent  retreat  of  fifteen  miles. 

This 
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This  powerful  fupport,  cfpecially  the  cannon,  1775. 
afforded  a  breathing-time  to  the  firft  detachment  at 
Lexington,  \vhich  they  already  much  wanted.  The 
field  jMeces  obliged  the  provincials  to  keep  their 
diftance.  But  as  foon  as  the  troops  refumed  their 
inarch,  the  attacks,  as  the  country  people  became 
more  numerous,  grew  in  proportion  more  violent, 
and  the  danger  was  continually  augmenting,  until 
they  arrived  about  lun-fet  at  Charlcftown ;  from 
whence  they  paffed  over  direftly  to  Bofton,  under 
the  proteftion  (as  the  provinciak  fay)  of  the  guns 
of  the  Somcrfct  man  of  war ;  the  troops  being  en- 
tirely fpent  and  worn  down,  by  the  exccffive  fatigues 
they  had  undergone.  They  had  marched  that  day 
near  35  miles. 


The  lofs  was  not  fo  great  on  either  fide,  as  the  L^f, 
length,  irregularity,  and  variety  of  the  engagement  both 
might  feem  to  indicate ;  which  may  be  attributed  ^dct. 
to  die  provincials  not  being  at  firft  powerful  in  num- 
ber, and  to  their  being  afterwards  kept  at  fomc 
diftance  by  the  field  pieces.  The  king*§  troops,  as 
may  be  expeded,  were  the  greater  fuftcrers,  having 
loft  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  273  men, 
of  which  65  were  killed,  2  lieutenants,  and  above 
20  private  men  taken  prifoners,  and  Colonel  Smith, 
with  another  lieutenant-colonel  and  feveral  officers,, 
wounded.  By  the  provincial  accounts,  which  gives 
the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  thofe  who  fell  on 
their  fide,  their  lofs  in  killed  and  wounded  (in- 
cluding thofe  who  fell  by  the  firft  fire  in  the  morn- 
ing at  Lexington)  amounted  only  to  about  fixty, 
of  which  near  two  thirds  were  killed. 

By  the  neareft  calculation  that  can  be  made, 
there  were  from  1800  to  2000  of  the  beft  troops  in 
the  fervice  (being  about  half  the  force  that  wa^  then 
ftationed  at  Bofton)  employed  upon  this  expedition. 
The  event  fufficiently  fliewcd  how  ill-informed  thofe 
were  who  had  fo  often  afleried  at  home,  that  a  regi- 
ment or  two  could  force  their  way  through  any  pait 
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1 775.   of  the  continent,  and  that  the  very  fight  of  a  grcna- 
^*>^YV  dicr's  cap,  would  be  fufficicnt  to  put  an  American 

army  to  flight. 

Upon  this  occafion,  each  fide  charged  the  other 
with  the  mod  inhuman  cruelties.  Civil  wars  pro- 
duce many  fuch  charges ;  but  we  have  good  rea- 
fon,  and  fome  authority  for  believing,  that  thefe 
accounts,  if  at  all  true  on  either  fide,  were  much 
exaggerated.  On  one  fide,  it  is  certain,  that  an 
officer  and  fome  of  the  foldiers  who  were  wounded 
and  prifoners,  gave  public  tcftimonials  of  the  hu- 
.  manity  with  which  they  were  treated ;  and  that  the 
provincial  commanders  fcnt  an  offer  to  General 
Gage,  to  admit  his  furgeons  to  come  and  drcfs  the 
wounded. 

Although  on  the  other  fide,  the  regulars  wcrjc 
charged  with  killing  the  old,  the  infirm,  the  un- 
armed, and  the  wounded,  without  mercy ;  with 
burning  fevcral  houfes,  and  plundering  every  thing 
that  came  in  their  way  ;  we  have  had  too  conftarit 
and  uniform  aa  experience  of  the  honour  of  our 
officers^  and  the  humanity  of  our  foldiers,  not  to 
confidcr  this  account  as  equally  exaggerated. 


BcftoQ 

invcftcd 
by  great 
numbers 
of  the 
militia. 


*  This  affair  immediately  -called  up  the  whole  pro- 
vince in  arnis  ;  and  though  a  fufficient  number 
were  fpcedily  a.flemblcd  effedtually  to  inveft  the 
king**s  troops  in  Barton,  it  was  with  difficulty  that 
the  crowds  who  were  haflily  marching  from  diffe- 
rent parts,  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  return  to 
their  refpeftive  homes.  The  body  of  militia  which 
furrounded  Bofton,  amounted,  as  it  was  faid,  to 
above  2C5O00  men,  under  the  command  of  the 
Colonels  Ward,  Pribble,  Heath,  Prefcot,  and  Tho- 
mis,  who  for  the  prcfent  afted  as  generals,  and 
having  fixed  their  head  quarters,  at  Cambridge, 
formed  a  line  of  encampment,  the  right  wing  of 
which  extended  from  that  town  to  Roxbury,  and 
the  left  to  Myftick,  the  diftancc  between  the  points 

being 
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being  about  thirty  miles.  This  line  they  ftrengthen*  1 775. 
cd  with  artillery.  They  were  fpccdfly  joined  bv  ^^y^'^^"*^ 
Colonel  Putnam,  an  old  and  brave  provincial  offi- 
cer, who  had  acquhrcd  experience  and  reputation 
in  the  two  laft  w^ars.  ^He  encamped  with  a  large 
detachment  of  Connecticut  troops  in  fuch  a  pofition, 
as  to  be  readily  able  to  fupport  thofe  who  were  be- 
fore the  town. 

In  the  mean  time  the  provincial  congrefs,  which  provln- 
was  now  removed  to  Watertown,  drew  up  an  ad-  cial  con- 
drcfs  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain,  in  which  grcft 
they  ftated  the  moft  material  particulars,  relative  ^^^      _ 
to  the  late  engagement,  and  took  pains  to  fliew,  p]cofG. 
that  hoftilities  were  firff  commenced,  and  blood  Eriuin. 
drawn,  both  at  Lexington  and  Concord  by  the  regu- 
lars.    They  complain  of  the  ravages  committed  by 
them  in  their  retreat ;  place  much  dependence  on 
the  honour,  wifdom,  and  valour  of  Britons,  from 
which  they  hope  their  inttfrference  in  preventing 
the  profecution  of  meafures,  v/hich,  they  reprefent, 
as  equally  ruinous  to  the  mother  country  and  the 
colonies  ;   they  make  great  profcflions  of  loyalty  ; 
but  declare,  that  they  will  not  tamely  fubmit  to  the 
perfecution  and  tyranny  of  a  cruel  miniftry,  and 
(appealing  to  Heaven  for  the  juftice  of  their  caufe) 
that  they  are  determined  to  die  or  he  free. 

The  provincial  congrefs  alfo  palTed   a  vote  for  Mcafurc* 
the  array  and  fupport  of  an  army  ;  fixed  the  pay  purfucd 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers,  and  publifhed  rules  and  ^^^  ^^^ 
orders  for  its  regulation  and  government.     To  pro-  ^"^^7  ^"^ 
vide    for   the    military    expence,    they  paffed    a  ^^l^  j^^- 
vote  for  the  ifluing  of  a  confiderabic  fum  in  paper  my. 
currency,  which  was   to  be  received  in  all  cafes  as 
money,  and  the  faith  of  the  province  pledged  for 
its   payment.     As   the   term  for  which  they  were 
chofen  was   to  expire  on  the  30th  of  May,   they 
gave  notice  for  the  eledtion  of  a  new  congrefs,  to 
meet  on  the  31(1  of  that  month  at  the  fame  place, 
and  to    be    continued  for  fix    months,  and  no 

longer. 
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1775.  longer.  They  alfo  paffed  a  rcfolution,  that  General 
Mif,  5th  Gage  had,  by  the  late  tranfadions,  and  many  other 

v>or^  means,  utterly  difqualified  himfclf  from  ferving  that 
thlToffi.  colony  as  a  governor,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  and 
ccrs  and  ^hat  therefore  no  obedience  was  in  future  due  to 
foldicrt  him ;  but  that  on  the  contrary  he  ought  to  be 
fixed,  &c.  confidered  and  guarded  againft,  as  an*  unnatural 
and  inveterate  enemy  to  the  country. 

The  affair  at  Lexington  (though  fome  fuch  event 
muft  have  been  long  forefeen  and  expcdcd)  ex- 
cited the  greateft  indignation  in  the  other  colonies, 
and  they  prepared  for  war  with  as  much  cagernefe 
and  difpatch  as  if  an  enemy  had  already  appeared 
at  each  of  their  doors.  The  bravery  fhewn  by  the 
militia  in  this  their  firft  effay,  and  the  fupppfed 
advantages  thcv  had  obtained  over  the  regulars, 
were  matters  of  great  exultation  ;  while  thofc  who 
fell  in  the  aftion  were  regretted  with  the  deepeft 
concern,  and  honoured,  not  only  as  patriots,  but  as 
martyrs,  who  had  died  bravely  in  the  caufe  of  their 
coimtry.  The  outrages  and  cruelties  charged  upon 
the  king's  forces,  however  unjuftly  founded,  pro- 
duced a  great  cffed,  and  increafed  the  public 
fever. 

« 

In  fome  places  the  magazines  were  fcizcd,  and 
in  New-Jerfcy  the  treafury ;  a  confiderable  fum 
of  money  in  which  was  appropriated  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops  they  were  raifing.  At  the 
fame  time,  without  waiting  for  any  concert  or 
advice,  a  ftop  was  almoft  every  where  put  to  the 
exportation  of  provifions  ;  and  in  fome  places  all 
exportation  was  flopt,  till  the  opinion  of  the  general 
congrefs  upon  that  fubjeft  was  known.  Lord 
North's  conciliatory  plan,  or  the  refolution  founded 
upon  it,was  totally  rejefted  by  the  affeniblies  of  Pcnfyl- 
vania  andNew  Jcrfey ;  nor  was' it  received  anywhere. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  governor  and  forces  at 
BofloD,  as  well  as  the  inliabitaiits,  continued  clofely 

blocked 
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blocked  up  by  land;  and  being  fhut  out  from  all    1775. 
fupplies  of  frelh  provifions  and  vegetables,  which  v^vx-; 
the  neighbouring  counties  could  have  afforded  by 
ica,  they  began  to  experience  thofe  inconveniencies 
which  afterwards  amounted  to  real  diftrcfs.    As  the 
inhabitants  had  now  no  other  rcfource  for  their 
fubfillance  than  the  king's  ftoreSj,  the  provincials 
were  the  more  drift  in  preventing  all  fupplies,  hop- 
ing that  the  want  of  provifions  would  lay  the  gover- 
nor under  a  neceffity  of  confenting  to  their  departure 
from  the  town ;   or  at  leaft  that  the  women  and 
children  would  be  fuffcred  to  depart,  which  was 
repeatedly  applied   for*     It  is   probable   that  the 
governor  confidcred  the  inhabitants  as  neceffary 
hoftagcs  for  the  fccririty  of  the  town,  at  leaft,  if  not 
of  ihc  troops.     However  it  was,  he  at  length  en-  Capitu- 
tcred  into  a  capitulatidn  with  the  inhabitants,  by  latioo 
which,  upon  condition  of  delivering  up  their  arms,  with  the 
they  were  to  have  free  liberty  to  depart  with  all  inbabi- 
thcir  other  effcft*.     The  inhabitants  accordingly  g*^^  °^ 
deEvered  up  their  arms  ;  but  to  their  utter  difmay  ^^^^  ^, 
and  ailonifhment,  the  governor  refufed  to  fulfil  the  hcrc4  to. 
conditions  on  his  fide.     This  breach  of  faith,  and 
the  confequcnces  that  attended  it,  were  much  com- 
plained of.     Many,  however,   both  then,  and  at 
different  tiimes  after,  obtained  pcrmiffion  to  quit  the 
town ;   but  they  were  obliged  to  leave  all  their 
cffcfts  behind  ;  fo  that  thofe  who  had  hitherto  lived 
in  eaic  and  affluence,  were  at  once  reduced  to  the 
extremity  of  indigence  and  mifery.     The  general 
congrefs  ranked  amongft  their  bittereft  complaints 
the  fufferings:  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  refpeft. 
They  fay,  that  paffports  were  granted  or  retained 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  families  were  broken  and 
the  dcareft  connexions  feparated  ;  part  being  com- 
pelled to  quit  the  town,  and  part  retained  againft         '    • 
their  will.     This,  by  far  the  moft  dilhonourablc  to  ' 
government,  we  are  obliged  in  faimefs  to  ftatc 
according  to  the  provincial  narrative,  no  other  having 
appeared  to  contradiO:  or  qualify  it.     The  poor  and 
liclpkfs  were  all  fent  out. 

Dd  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      Vlll. 

From  the  meeting  of  the  General  Congrejs  at  Philadelffhiaf  May 
I o,  1775*  [pur plant  to  adjournment y  from  0^»  26,  17 74^ 
to  the  blockade  of  Bojion^  in  ^uly  folloivingj  ly  thegenerah 
Wajhington  and  Lee ;  "ojith  a  partictUar  account  of  the  a£lion 
of  Bunker's 'Hill. 

1775.   THHE  Continental  Congrefs  having  met  at  the 
May  10.     X    ^™c  appointed  at  Philadelphia,  foon  adopted 
'<^^'<^^  fuch  mcafures  as  confirmed  the  people  in  their  rcfo- 
Rcfolu-     lotion  and  conduft.     Among  their  firft  afts  were 
tions  for    rcfolutions  for  the  raifing  of  an  army,  and  the  efta- 
raiiing  an  blifliment  of  a  large  paper  currency  for  its  payment; 
^^J\}^^  the  "  United  Colonies^''  (by  which  appellation  \hcy 
rtcnt  of  a  rcfolved  that  they  (hould  be  known  and  diftinguilh- 
paper       ^^  for  the  future)  being  fecurities  for  realizing  the 
currency   nominal  value  of  this  currency.     They  alfo  ftriftly 
and  to      prohibited  the  fupplying  of  the  Britifti  fiflierics  with 
P*"*:^? "^     any  kind  of  provifions  ;  and  to  render  this  order 
fiftierics     ^^^  niore  efFeQual,  ftopt  all  exportation  to  thofc 
from  be-   colonies,  iflands,  and  places  which  ftill  retained 
ing  fup-    their  obedience.     This  meafure,  which  does  not 
phcdwith  fccm  to  have  been  expcded,  or  even  apprehended 
Honr"       *^  home,  occafioned  no  fmall  diftrefs  to  the  people 
at  Newfoundland,  and  to  all  thofe  employed  in  the 
fiflieries  ;    infomuch  that   to   prevent  an  abfplutc 
famine,  feveral  fliips  were  undeu  a  neceffity  of  re- 
turning light  from  that  ftation,  to  carry  out  cargoes 
of  provifions  from  Ireland. 

The  city  and  province  of  New-York,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  former  moderation,  fecmed,  upon 
receiving  an  account  of  the  late  action,  to  receive 
alfo  a  plentiful  portion  of  that  fpirit  which  operated 
in  the  other  colonies.  A  mod  numerous  affocia- 
tion  was  accordingly  formed,  and  a  Provincial  Con- 
grefs elefted.  But  as  fome  regiments  from  Ireland 
were  expected  fpeedily  to  arrive  there,  and  that 
capital,  befides,  lies  open  to  the.fea,  its  lituation 

became 
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became  very  critic*^.  In  thcfe  circumftanccs,  a  body    1775- 
of  Conncfticut  men  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood   ^^^^'^^^^ 
of  that  city,  avowedly  for  its  protedion,  and  pro- 
bably alfo  to  fupport  the  prcfent  difpofition  of  the 
people.    Their  llrength  was  not,  however,  fufficient 
to  aflford  an  effcftual  proteftion;    nor,  if  it  had 
been  greater,  would  it  have  availed  againft  an  at- 
tack by  fea.     The  city  accordingly  applied,  through  AppIIca- 
its  delegates,  to  the  Continental  Congrefs  for  in-  tion  from 
ftruftions  how  to  ad  upon  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  ^^«  P^^ 
The  Congrefs  advifed  then\  for  the  prefent,  to  ad  ^l^^^' 
defcnfively  with  refped  to  the  troops,  fo  far  as  it  the  Gen. 
could  be  done  confidently' with  their  own  fecurity  ;  Congrcfi. 
— to  fuffer  them  to  occupy  their  barracks,  fo  long 
as  they  behaved  peaceably  and  quietly  ;  but  not  to 
fuflFcr  them  to  ered  any  fortification,  or  •  in  any 
manner  to  cut  off  the  communications  between  the 
city  and  country  j  and  if  they  attempted  hoftilities,   . 
that  they  fliould  defend  themfeh  es,  and  repel  force 
by  force.     They  alfo  recommended  to  them,  to 
provide  for  the  worft  that  might  happen,  by  fecuring 
places  of  retreat  for  the  women  and  children  ;  by 
removing  the  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  maga-^ 
zines ;  ?md  by  keeping  a  fufficient  number  of  men 
embodied  for  the  protedion  of  the  inhabitants  in 
general. — ^The  departure  of  fo  many  helplcfs  objeds 
from  the  places  of  their  habitation,  was  a  very  affed- 
ing  fpedacle.     That  6nce  flouriflxing  commercial 
city  was  now  become  almoft  a  defart.     It  was  by 
its  own  inhabitants  devoted  to  the  flames.     It  hapr 
pened,  perhaps  happily  for  New-York^  that  the 
troops  being  more  wanted  at.  Bofton,  were  not 
landed  there. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  private  perfons  belong-  Crown- 
ing  to  the  back  parts  of  Connedicut,  Maffachufett's,  point  and 
and  Ncw-York,  undertook  at  their  own  rifque,  and  '^'^°'j.^" 
without  any  public  command  or  participation,  an  !^fj^^^"*^' 
expedition  of  the  utmoft  importance,  and  which 
not  only  in  its  confcqucnccs  moft  materially  affed- 

ed 
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1775.  cd  the  intcrcft  and  power  of  government  in  the 
^'-'"^'"^^  colonies  ;  but  had  brought  the  qucftion  to  the  criti- 
cal nicety  of  a  point,  and  the  dccifion  to  depend 
merely  upon  accident,  whether  we  ftiould  have  a 
fmgle  poflcffion  left  in  North-America.  This  was 
the  furprize  of  Ticondcroga,  Crown  Point,  and 
other  fortreffes,  fituatcd  upon  the  great  lakes,  and 
commanding  the  paffcs  between  the  Britifh  colonies 
and  Canada.  It  feems  that  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
among  the  firfl  that  formed  this  defign,  and  had  fet 
cut  with  the  greateft  privacy  in  its  profecution,  met 
by  the  way  with  others,  who,  without  any  previous 
concert,  were  embarked  in  the  fame  projed ;  lb 
cxtenfivc  was  that'fpirit  of  enterprize  which  thcfc  \ 

unhappy  contcfts  called  into  aftion.  Thefe  adven- 
turers, amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  240  men^ 
under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Eafton,  and  a 

.  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  with  great  perfeverance  and 
addrefs,  furprifed  the  fmall  garrifons  of  Tjconde- 
roga  and  Crown  Point.  Thefe  fortpeffes  were  taken 
without  the  lofs  of  a  man  on  either  fide.  They 
found  in  the  forts  a  confiderablc  artillery,  amoiinti 

.  ing,  as  they  faid,  to  above  200  pieces  of  cannon, 
befides  fome  mortars,  howits,  and  quantities  of 
various  (lores,  which  were  to  them  highly  valuable; 
they  alfo  took  two  veffels,  which  gave  them  the 
command  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  materiaU  ready 
prepared  at  Ticondcroga  for  the  building  and  equip- 
ping of  others. 

May  25,  During  thefe  tranfa£kion«  the  Generals  H^owc, 
Gcncrali  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  arrived  at  Bofton  from 
and  England,  together  with  a  confiderable  number  of 

troops  marines,  and  draughts  from  other  regiments,  to 
^T/T!/'  fupply  the  vacancies  there,  Thefe  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  feveral  regiments  from  Ireland,  fo  that 
the  force  at  Bofton,  with  refpeft  to  number,-  the 
goodnefs  of  the  troops,  and  the  charafter  of  the 
commanders,  was  become  very  rcfpcftable }  and  it 

•     was 
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was  generally  believed,  that  matters  could  not  con-    1775. 
tinuc  much  longer  in  their  then  fituation.  V^nrv^ 

Nothing  remarkable  had  yet  happened  fincc  the  Eneaec 
commencement  of  the  blockade,  except  two  fmall  mcnts  in 
engagements  which  arofe  from  the  attempts  of  either  the 
party  to  carry  oft'  the  flock  of  fome  of  thofe  iflands,  *fland» 
with  which  the  bay  of  Bollon  is  interfpcrfed,  and  ^^^^ 
which  afforded  tlie  mixed  fpeftacle  of  ihips,  boats, 
and  men,  engaged  by  land  and  water.     In  both 
thefc  fkirmiflies  (each  of  which  continued  for  feveral 
hours)  the  king's  troops  were  foiled,  with  fomc 
lofs  ;  and  in  the  laft,  which  happened  at  Hogg  and 
Noddle's-Iilands,  an  armed  fchooner  being  left  by 
the  tide,  the  people  after  (landing  a  feverc  fire  of 
fmall  arms,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery'  from  the 
fhorc,  were  at  length  obliged  to  abandon  her,  and 
fhc  was  burned  by  the  provincials. 

Notwithftanding  the  late  reinforcements,  and 
the  arrival  of  generals  of  the  raoft  adlive  charaftcr, 
the  troops  continued  for  fome  time  very  quiet  at 
Bofton.  On  the  other  fide,  it  is  probable  that  an 
attempt  would  have  been  made  to  florm  that  town, 
while  the  people  were  hot  in  blood  after  the  affair 
of  Lexington,  if  a  concern  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  inhabitants  had  not  prevailed  over  every  other 
confideration.  It  muft  however  be  allowed,  that 
from  the  number  of  veffels  pf  war,  which  nearly 
furrounded  the  pcninfula,  as  well  as  the  vaft  artil- 
lery by  which  it  was  protedled,  and  the  excellency 
of  the  troops,  that  fuch  an  attempt  muft  have  been 
attended  with  great  difficulty  and  danger,  and  that 
the  dcftruftion  of  the  town  muft  have  been  laid 
down  as  an  inevitable  confeguenc^.  There  were 
other  matters  alfo  of  confideration.  A  repulfe  to 
new  troops,  or  the  carnage  that  would  even  attend 
fuccefs  in  fo  arduous  a  conflid,  might  have  been 
attended  with  fatal  confeqqences  ;  the  people  were 
Jjot  only  new  to  w^r,  but  they  were  iu  a  new  and 

ftrangc 
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ftrangc  ftate  and  fituation  ;  they  were  entering  into 
ah  untried,  unthought-of,  and  unnatural  conteft, 
loaded  with  the  moft  fatal  confcquences,  without 
experience  to  guide,  or  precedent  to  direcl  them  ; 
they  had  not  yet  in  genera!  renounced  all  hopes  of 
an  accommodation,  and  thofe  who  had  not,  would 
totally  condemn  any  violence  which  fliut  them  out 
from  fo  defirable  an  event ;  in  fuch  a  wavering  ftate 
of  hope,  fear,  and  uncertainty,  much  caution  was 
to  be  ufed,  as  any  untoward  event,  might  fuddenly 
damp  the  ardour  of  the  people,  diffolvc  their  refo- 
lutions,  and  fliake  all  their  confederacies  to  pieces. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Continental  Congrefs  re- 
folved,  that  the  compaft  between  the  crown  and 
the  people  of  Maffachufett's-Bay,  was  diflblved,  by 
the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and  Mary ; 
and  therefore  recommended  to  the  people  of  that 
province,  to  proceed  to  the  eftablifhment  of  a  new 
government,  by  elccling  a  Governor,  Affiftants, 
and  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  according  to  the  powers 
contained  in  their  original  charter.  They  paffed 
another  refolution,  that  no  bill  of  exchange,  draught, 
or  order,  of  any  officer  in  the  army  or  navy,  their 
agents,  or  contraftors,  fliould  be  received  or  nego- 
ciated,  or  any  money  fupplicd  to  them  by -any  per- 
fon;  and  prohibited  ^e  fupplying  of  the  army, 
navy,  or  fhips  employed  in  the  tranfport  fervice, 
with  provifions  or  ncceffaries  of  any  kind.  They 
alfo  ereftcd  a  general  poft-office  at  Philadelphia, 
which  alfo  extended  through  all  the  united  colo- 
nies ;  and  fome  time  after  placed  Dr.  Franklin, 
who  had  been  difgraced  and  removed  from  that 
office  iri  England,  at  the  head  of  it.  Thus  had 
they,  in  eft'ctt,  only  under  the  name  of  recommen- 
dation  and  council,  affumed  all  the  powers  of  a  fu- 
preme  government. 

Jurtc  12.       About  the  fame  time  General  Gage  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, by  which  a  pardon  was  ♦  offered  in  the 

king's 
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Icing's  name,  to  all  thofe  who  {hould  forthwith  lay    1775. 
down  their  arms,  and  return  to  their  refpeftive   v.-^vx-/ 
occupations  and  peaceable  duties,  excepting  only  Procla- 
from  the  benefit  of  the  parden,  Samuel  Adams  "\^^^^" 
and  John  Handcock,  whofc  offences  were  faid  °/^Y*^" 
to  be  oi  too  ilagitious  a  nature  to  admit  of  any  other  q^  Gage, 
confideration  than  that  of  condign  punifhment.  All 
thofe  who  did  not  accept  of  the  proifcr'd  mercy,  or 
who  fliould  proteft,  affiil,  fupply,  conceal,  or  corref- 
pond  with  them,  to  be  treated  as  rebels  and  traitors. 
It.  alfo  declared,  that  as  a  flop  was  put  to  the  due 
courfe  of  jufticc,  marfhal  lav/  fhould  take  place  till 
the  laws  were  reftored  to  their  due  efficacy.     It  is 
ncedlcfs  to  obferve,  that  this  proclamation  had  as 
little  effeft  as  any  of  thofe  that  preceded  it.     Mr. 
Handcock*  was  about  that  time  chofcn  prefident 
of  the  Continental  Congrefs. 

*  This  gentlemen  was  born  in  the  province  of  MaiTachufet's  j^r^fJan- 
B?.y,  in  North  America,  in  which  he  enjoyed  a  very  confiderable  cock's 
fortune.  From  the  firft  diiturbances  in  America,  about  the  chara£^cr 
Stamp-a6k,  he  took  a  very  adlivc  part  in  the  defence  of,  what  he 
concluded  to  be,  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  his  native  country. 
When  delegates  were  firll  chofen  to  meet  incontinentalcongrefs, 
he  was  ele£ied  one  of  the  reprefcntatives  for  his  province  ;  and 
on  the  death  of  Peyton  Randolph,  cfq;  unanimoufly  chofen 
Prciidcnt.  His  eloquence  was  manifeftcd  by  his  very  fpirited 
oration  on  the  anniverfary  of  the  malfacre  at  Bollon  ;  and  his 
coolnefs  mud  be  acknowledged,  when  it  is  known  that  moll  of 
the  dutiful  addrcffes,  and  conciliatory  propofals,  originated 
from  his  pen.  He  is  at  prcfcnt  in  his  38th  year,  and  was  mar- 
ried lad  Autumn,  to  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  and  accomplifhcd 
ladies  in  America,  who  brought  him  a  very  confiderable  addi- 
tion to  his  paternal  fortune,  yet  he  fcorned  to  lie  down  in  the 
lap  of  cafe,  but  refolvcd  to  devote  all  his  abilities  to  the  bene- 
fit of  that  country,  whofe  united  voice,  from  the  knowledge  of 
his  many  virtues,  called  him  to  prefide  over  the  free  elected 
reprefcntatives  of-  the  whole  continent. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  is  a  gentlemen  who  has  made  a  great  figure  Mr. 
in  America  and  has  taken  fo  u£tive  a  part  in  ail  her  difputcs  Adams's, 
with  the  mother  country,  that  he  was  joined  with  Mr.  Handcock 
in  being  the  only  pcrfons  rcfufed  pardons  on  returning  to  their 
duty  to  the  Britidi  adminiftraiion,  in  the  proclamation  juft  ifTued 
by  General  Gage.     He  is  a  man  of  fortune,  and  a  native  of 
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1775.  Thb  proclamation  wa5  looked  upon  as  the  prcli- 
xtiinary  to  immediate  aftion.  Accordingly,  from 
that  moment  both  fides  held  themfelvcs  in  readinefs 
for  it.  The  poft  of  "Charleftown  had  hitherto  been 
ncglefted  by  both  the  parties.  The  provincialg 
thought  it  neceffary  for  them,  whether  they  fhould 
chufe  to  aft  on  the  defenfivc  or  ofFcnfive.  They  ac- 
cordingly made  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  fent 
a  body  of  men  thither  at  night .  with  the  greateft 
privacy,  to  throw  up  works  upon  Bunker*s-Hill,  an 
high  ground  that  lies  juft  within  the  ifthmus,  or 
neck  of  land  that  joins  the  peninfula  to  the  conti- 
nent. This  peninfula  is  very  fimilar  to  that  on 
which  Bofton  (lands,  excepting  that  the  ifthmus  is 
confiderably  wider,  and  that  Bunker's  Hill  is  much 
higher  than  any  hiH  in  tHe  latter.  The  tbwns  arc 
only  feparated  by  Charles-River,  which  in  that 
part  is  only  about  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  be- 
tween London  and  Southwark;  fo  that  Charlcf- 
town  feemed  to  hold  the  fame  connexion  with  Bof- 
ton, that  the  Borough  does  with  that  city. 

The  party  that  was  fent  upon  this  fervice,  car- 
ried on  their  works  with  fuch  extraordinary  order 
and  filcncc,  that  though  the  peninfula  was  furround- 

ed 

» New-England ;  about  54  years  of  age,  and  early  imbibed  a 
love  for  a  conlUtutional  Liberty,  which  love  he  carried  to  a 
degree  of  enthuflafm,  that  would  not  admit. him  to  be  a 
filcnt  fpe^atgr  of  the  dlfputes  which  arofe  £rll  about  the 
Stamp-a6l,  and  fincc  on  the  Tea.  He  took  every  opportunity 
to  warn  his  countrymen  of  the  dangers  arifmg  to  their  liberties; 
and  however  foine  may  think  the  qucftion  problematidal,  yet  sa 
he  always  a£led  froni  principle,  if  he  is  even  miflaken,  he  has  a 
juft  claim  to  the  title  of  an  honcfl  man*  When  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  convene  delegates,  from  tljc  different  provinces,  he 
was  fent  to  the  Gen.  Continental  Congrefs,  as  one  of  the  re- 
prefcntativcs  for  the  province  of  Maffachufctl's  Bay.  In  what 
light  he  U  held  by  the  Americans  may  be  eafily  gathered,  from 
his  being  lately  appointed  to  a  poll  equivalent  to  that  cf  Se- 
cretary of  ftatc.  In  fliort,  he  is  an  able  politician  ;  and  the 
attack  on  Canada  by  the  Provincials  was  ia  confequcnce  of  a 
plan  laid  down  by  him. 
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ed  with  fliips  of  war,  they  were  not  heard  during    1775. 
the  night,  and  ufed  fuch  incredible  difpatch  in  the   v^w^ 
execution,  that  theyliad  a  fmall  but  ftrong  redoubt, 
confiderable   entrenchments,  and  a  bread- work, 
that  was  in  fome  parts  cannon  proof,  far  advanced 
towards  completion  by  break  of  day.     The  tight 
of  the  works,  was  the  firft  notice  that  alarmed  the  June  17. 
Lively  man  of  war  early  in  the  morning,  and  her 
guns  called  the  town,  camp,  and  fleet  to  behold  a 
fight,  which  feemed  little  lefs  than  a  prodigy. 

A  heavy  and  continued  fire  of  cannon,  howit-' 
zers,  and  mortars,  was  from  thence  carried  on  upon 
the  wovks^  from  the  (hips,  floating  batteries,  and 
from  the  top  ef  Cop's-Hill  in   Bofton.     Such  a 

freat  and  inceflant  roar  of  artiUery,  would  have 
een  a  trial  to  the  firmnefs  of  old  foldiers,  and 
muft  undoubtedly  have  greatly  impe$}ed  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works  ;  it  is  howevtr  faid,  that  they 
bore  this  fevere  fire  with  wonderful  firmnefs,  and 
feemed  to  go  on  with  their  bufmefs  as  if  no  enemy 
had  been  near,  nor  danger  in  the  fervice. 

About  noon.  General  Gage  caufed  a  confiderable  A&lon  u 
body  of  troops  to  be  embarked  under  the  command  Bunker't; 
of  Major-Gcneral  Howe,  and  Brigadier«General  ^'^' 
Pigot,  to  drive  the  Provincials  from  their  works. 
This   detachment  confided  of  ten   companies  of 
grenadiers,  as  many  of  light  infantry,  and  the  5th, 
38th,  43d,  and  5 2d  battalions,  with  a  proper  artil- 
lery, who  were  landed  apd  drawn  up  without  oppo-  , 
fition^  under  the  fire  of  the  fhips  of  war.     The 
two  generals  found  the  enemy  fo  numerous,  and  in 
fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  that  they  thought  it  ne« 
ceflary  to  fend  back  for  a  reinforcement  before  they 
commenced  the  attack;    they  were  accordingly 
joined  by  fome  companies  of  light  infantry  and 
grenadiers,  by  the  47th  regiment,  and  by  the  firft 
battalion  of  marines  amounting  in  the  whole,  as  re- 

£  c  pr€- 


1775.   prrfehtcd  by  General  Gagti's  letter,  to  fothething 
^-^^■^'^^^  more  than  2000  men. 

The  attack  was  begun  by  a  itioft  fevcrc  fire  of 
cannon  and  howitzers,  undc:r  which  the  troops  ad- 
vanced very  flowly  towards  the  enemy,  and  halted 
fcveral  times,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  the  artil- 
lery tp  ruin  the  works,  and  to  throw  the  provin- 
cials into  confufion.  Whatever  it  proceeded  from, 
whether  from  the  number,  fituation,  or  countenance 
of  the  enemy,  or  from  all  together^  the  king's 
forces  fcem  to  have  been  unufually  ftaggered  in 
this  attack.  The  provintials  threw  fomc  men  into 
•the  houfes  of  Charleftown,  which  covered  their 
right  flank,  by  which  means.  General  Fig6t,  who 
commanded  our  left  wing,  and  to  whofe  aftivity, 
bravery,  and  firmnefs,  much  of  this  day's  fticcclfs 
was  owing,  was  at  once  ehgaged  with  the  lisies, 
and  with  thofe  in  the  houfes.  In  this  conflift, 
Charleftown,  whether  by  tarcaflcs  thrown  from  the 
burnt.  ihips,  or  by  the  troops,  is  uncertaio,  was  unfortu- 
nately fct  on  fire  in  feveral  places,  and  burnt  to  the 
ground.  The  provincials  ftood  this  fevere  and  con- 
tinual fire  of  fmall  arms  and  artillery,  with  a  refo- 
lution  and  perfevcrance,  which  would  not  have 
done  difcredit  to  old  troops.  They  did  not  return 
a  Ihot,  until  the  king's  forces-had  approached  almoft 
to  the  works,  when  a  moft  dreadftil  fire  took  place, 
by  which  a  number  of  our  braveft  men  and  officers 
fell;  Some  gentlemen,  who  had  ferved  in  the  moil 
diftinguifhed  afbions  of  the  laft  war,  declared,  that 
for  the  time  it  lafted,  it  was  the  hottcft  engagement 
they  ever  knew.  It  is  then  no  wonder,  if  under 
fo  heavy  and  deftruftivc  a  fire,  bur  troops  were 
thrown  into  fome  diforder.  It  is  faid,  that  General 
Howe,  was  for  a  few  fecphds  left  nearly  alone ;  and 
it  is  certain,  that  moft  of  the  officers  near  his  per- 
fon,  were  either  killed  oi*  wounded.  His  coolnefs, 
firmnefs,  and  prefence  of  mind  on  this  occafion  can- 
not be  too  much  applauded.     It  fully  anfwered  all 

the 
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th«  ideas  fo  generally  entertained  of  the  courage  of    1775^ 
hU  family.     It  i$  faid,  that  in  this  critical  monacnt,   ^^^^^'^^ 
General  Clinton,  who  arrived  frotn  Bofton  during 
the  engagepicat,  by  a  happy  mancEUvre,  rallied  the 
troops  almoft  inftantaneoufly,  and  brought  them 
qgain  tp  the  charge.     However  that  was,  tncir  iifual 
iutrcpidity  now   produced  its  ufual  effeSs ;  they 
attacked  thq  works  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  irre- 
iiftible  fury,  *and  forced  them  in  every  quarter. — 
Though  many  of  the  provincials  were  dcftitutc  of 
bayoripts,  and,  as  they  affirm,  their  ammunition  was 
cxppridcd,  a  number  of  them  fought  defperately 
within  the  works,  jind  were  iiot  drove  from  them 
mrithoyt  difficulty.    They  at  length  retreated  over 
Charleftown  neck,' which' was  enfiladed  by  the  guns 
of  the  Glafgow  man  of  war,  and  of  two  floating  bat- 
teries.    They  fufcred  bpt  little  la(s  from  this  for- 
nji^able  arfillery,  thopgh  the  dread  of  it.  had  prc- 
venfcd  fo'mc  regiments  who  were  ordered  to  ftq)port 
(Jicm  from  fulfilin^  their  d|ity.''* 

'Thus  ended  the  hot  *^nd  bloody  aflfaircrfBunker's-  Killed  & 
Hill,  ill  wKch  we  had  Jnorc  men  and  officers  killed  wounded 
^d  wounded,  in  propdrtibri  to  the  number  en-  ofthcK't 
gagefl,  thaix  in  any  other  ai^ion  which  we  can  recol-  ^*'**®P*' 
icdf     The  whole    Ipfs   in  killed  and   wounded, 
amounted  to  1054,  of  whom  226  were  killed;  of 
tbefe^  19  were  commiflioned  officers,  including  a 
lieutenant  colcmely  2  majors,  and  7  captains;   70 
other  officers,  were  wounded-     Among  thofe  who 
were  more  generally  regretted  upon  this  occafion, 
were    Lieutenant-coloriel   Abercromby,    and    the 
brave  Major  Pitcairne  of  the  marines.     The  Majors 
Willi3j;ns  aad  JSpendloye,  the  ja(l  of  whom  died  of 
his  wounds  Xome  time  after  the  action,  had  alfo 
ficaled  their  Jives  with  fuch  diftinguiOied  honour,  as 
to  render  their  lofs  the  more  fenfibly  felt.     The 
event  fufficiently  Ihewed  the  bravery  of  the  king's 
troops.   There  was  fcarcely  a  fingle  officer  who  had 
not  Ibmc  xxpportynity  of  fignalizing  himfclf ;  the 


212]  ne  HISTORY  if  the  Chap.  YIIL 

1775.  generals  and  field  officers  ufed  the  moftextraor- 
y-^^^^^^  dinary  exertions.  All  thefe  circumftances  concur 
in  (hewing  the  hard  and  dangerous  fervice  in  which 
they  were  engaged.  The  battle  of  Qaebec,  in  the 
late  war,  with  all  its  glory,  and  the  vaftnefs  of  die 
confequences  (^  which  it  was  produdive,  was  not 
fo  deftnidive  to  our  officers,  as  this  adSair  of  a 
retrenchment  caft  up  in  a  few  hours*  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  grievous  refie&ion,  that  thofe  brave  men, 
many  of  whom  had  nobly  contributed  their  ihare, 
when  engaged  againft  hqr  natural  enemies,  lo  ex* 
tend  the  muitary  glory  oJF  their  country  into  every 
Quarter  of  the  globe,  (hould  now  have  fuffered  fo 
ieverely,  in  only  a  prelude  to  this  unhappy  civil 
conteit. 

The  fate  of  Charleftown  was  alfo  a  matter  of 
melancholy  contemplation  to  the  ferious  and  unpre* 
judiced  of  all  parties.  It  was  the  firft  fettlement 
made  in  the  colony,  and  was  confidered  as  the 
mother  of  Bofton,  that  town  owing  its  birth  and 
nurture  to  emigrants  from  the  former.  Charleilown 
was  large,  handfome,  and  \^eU  buUt,  both  in  re- 
fped  to  its  public  and  private  edifices ;  it  contained 
about  400  houfes,  and  had  the  greateft  trade,  of  any 
port  in  the  province  except  Bofton.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  two  ports  cleaced  out  a  thoufand  veflels  annually 
for  a  foreign  trade,  exclufive  of  an  infinite  number 
of  coafters.  It  is  now  buried  in  its  ruins.  Such  is 
the  termination  of  human  labour,  induftr}',  and 
wifdom ;  and  fuch  are  the  fatal  fruits  of  civil 
diflentions. 

Killed  8c     The  king's  troops  took  five  pieces  of  cannon 

wouiidfd  out  of  fix,  which  the  provincials  brought  into  the 

**'  ^^^^     p^.ninfula ;  and  they  left  about  about  30  wounded 

chdii!""     b^'hind  them.     No  other  prifoners   were  taken. 

Their  lofs,  according  to  an  account  publifhed  by 

the  provincial  congrefs,  was  comparatively  fmall, 

amounting  to  about  450,  killed,  wounded,  miffing, 
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and  prifoncrs.  On  our  fide  they  arc  confident,  that  1 775. 
the  daughter  was  much  more  confidcrable ;  but  of  ^^-/^^"v/ 
this  we  had  no  particulars,  as  the  account  laid,  that 
the  provincials  buried  a  great  number  of  their  dead 
during  the  engagement.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
circumftance.  But  the  lofs  they  lamented  moft, 
was  that  of  Dr.  Warren,  who  afting  as  a  major-  jh-,  ^,r. 
general,  commanded  the  party  upon  this  occafion,  renkUlcd. 
and  was  killed,  fighting  bravely  at  their  head,  in  a 
little  redoubt  to  the  right  of  their  lines.  This  gen- 
tlemen, who  was  rendered  confpicuous  by  his  gene- 
ral merit,  abilities,  and  eloquence,  had  been  one 
of  the  delegates  to  the  firft  general,  and  was  at  this 
time  prefident  of  the  provincial  congrefs ;  but  quit- 
ting the  peaceable  walk  of  his  proleffion  as  a  phyfi- 
'  cian,  and  breaking  through  the  endearing  ties  of 
family  fatisfaftion,  he  ihewed  himfelf  equally  cal- 
culated for  the  field,  as  for  public  bufincfs  or  pri- 
vate ftudy,  and  fhed  his  blood  gallantly  in,  what  he 
deemed,  the  fervice  of  his  country.  They  loft 
fome  other  officers  of  name,  one  of  whom,  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, died  of  his  wounds  in  the  prifon  at 
Bofton. 

Both  fides  claimed  much  honour  from  this 
aft  ion.  The  regulars,  from  having,  it  was  feid, 
beaten  three  times  their  own  number,  out  of  a 
ftr^ngly  fortified  poft,  and  under  various  other  dif- 
advantages.  On  the  other  fide,  they  reprefented 
the  regulars  as  amounting  to  3000  men,  and  rated 
their  own  number  only  at  1500;  and  pretended, 
that  this  finall  body  not  only  witbftood  their  attack, 
and  repeatedly  repulfed  them  with  great  lofs,  not- 
withftanding  tnc  powerful  artillery  they  had  brought 
with  them,  but  that  they  had  at  the  fame  time,  and 
for  feveral  hours  before,  fuftaincd  a  moft  intole- 
rable fire,  from  the  (hips  of  war,  floating  batteries, 
and  fixed  battery  at  Bofton,  which  prevented  them 
from  being  able  in  any  degree  to  finilh  their  works. 
What  theur  cxad  number   was  cannot  be  eafiiy 

known 
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1775.  known.  It  was  not  probably  fo  large  as  it  was  made 
v^vs-'  in  the  Gazette  account ;  nor  fo  fmall  as  in  that 
given  by  the  Americiatns.  However,  the  provipciaU 
were  by  no  means  difpirited  by  the  event  of  this 
engagement.  They  had  fliewn  a  great  degree  of 
activity  and  ikill  in  the  condrudion  of  their  works ; 
and  of  conftancy,  in  maintaining  them  under  many 
diiadvantages.  They  faid,  that  tho'  they  had  loft  a 
poll,  they  had  almoft  all  the  eiFe£ts  of  the  mod  com- 
plete vi£lory  ;  as  they  entirely  put  a  Hop  to  the  of- 
fenfive  operations  or  a  large  arn^y  fent  to  fubdae 
them ;  and  which  they  continued  to  blockade  in 
a  narrow  town.  They  now  exulted,  that  their 
adions  had  thoroughly  refuted  thofe  afperfions 
which  had  been  thrown  upon  them  in  England,  of 
a  deficiency  in  fpirit  and  rclolution. 

Hill  for-  From  this  time,  the  troops  kept  pofleflion  of  the 
tificd  by  pcninfula,  ?ud  fortified  Bunkcr's-Hill  and  the  en- 
the  regu-  trance  $  fo  that  the  force  at  Bofton  was  now  divided 
l^rt*  into  two  diiliad  parts,  and  had  two  garrifons  to 
inaiatain.  In  one  fenfe^  this  was  ufeful  to  the 
troops,  as  it  enlarged  their  quarters ;  they  having 
been  before  much  incommoded  by  the  ftreightnefs 
in  which  they  were  confined  in  Bofton,  during  the 
exceflive  heats  that  always  prevail  there  ^t  that  fea* 
£bn  of  the  year ;  but  this  advantage  was  counter- 
ballanccd  by  the  great  additional  duty  which  they 
were  now  ebjigcd  to  perform.  Their  fituation  was 
irkfomc  and  degrading.  They  were  furrounded 
and  infulted  by  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been 
taught  to  ddCpife.  They  were  cut  oft'  from  frefti 
provifwnSj.and  all  thofe  refpcftiments  of  which  they 
ftood  in  the  greateft  need,  and  which  the  neighbour- 
ing countries  afforded  in  the  greatcft  plenty.  Thus 
their  wants  ;were  continual  and  aggravating  r^mem* 
brancers  of  the  circumftances  of  their  fituation. 
Bad  and  fak  provilions,  with  confinement  and  the 
heat  of  the  climate,  naturally  filled  the  hofpitals ; 
and  the  number  ^of  fick  and  wounded  was  nowJaid 

to 
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to  amount  to  1600.  Under  thefc  circumftanoes  it  1775. 
was  rather  wonderful  that  the  numbtr  was  not  ^^^^^^^^ 
greater.     But  few  in  comparifon  died. 

The  provincials,  after  the  aftion  of  Bunker's-  Provind- 
HiH,  immediately  threw  up  works  upon  another  hill  *^'  ^^^ 
oppofite  to  it  on  their  fide  of  Charleftown  neck ;  fo  ^^  ^^ar* 
that  the  troops  were  as  clofely  invefted  in  that  penin-  icftowa 
fula  as  they  had  been  at  Bofton.     They  were  alfo  neck, 
indefatigable  in  fecuring  the  moft  expofed  polls  of 
their  lines  with  ftrong  redoubts  covered  with  artil- 
lery, and  advanced  their  wprks  clofc  to  the  fortifi- 
cations on  Bofton  neck ;  while,  with  equal  boldnefs 
and  addrefs,  they  burnt  an  advanced  guard-houfc  Guard 
belonging  to  our  people.    As  the  latter  were  abun-  ^^ufc 
daunt  I  y  furniflied  with  all  manner  of  military  ftorcs  *^"''"^' 
and  artillery,  they  were  not  fparing  in  throwing 
(hells,  and  fupporting  a  great  cannonade  upon  the 
works  of  the  provincials,  which  had  little  other 
cffeft  than  to  inure  them  to  that  fort  of  fervice, 
and  to  wear  off  the  dread  of  thofe  noify  mcffengers 
of  fete.     On  the  other  fide,  they  feem  to  have  been 
caurious  in  expending  their  powder. 

A  regiment  of  light  cavalry  which  arrived  at 
Bofton  from  Ireland,  and  which  were  never  able 
to  fet  foot  beyond  that  garrifon,  ferved  only  to 
•create  new  wants,  and  to  incfeafe  the  incommo- 
dities  of  the  people,  as  well  as  of  the  army.  The 
hay  which  grew  upon  the  iflands  in  the  bay,  became 
now  an  objcft  of  ncceffary  attention,  as  well  as 
the  Ihcep  and  cattle  ivhich  they  contained ;  but  the 
provincials  having  procured  a  number  of  whaling- 
boats,  and  being  mafters  of  the  (hore  and  inlets  of 
the  bay,  were  notwithftanding  the  vigilance  and 
number  of  the  (hips  of  war  and  armed  veflcls,  too 
fuccefsful  in  burn'mg,  deftroying,  or  carrying  away, 
thofe  eflfential  articles  of  fupply.  Thefeenterprizes 
brought  on  feveral  feirmifhes,  and  they*grew  at 
length  fo  daring,  that  tliey  burnt  the  light-hbufe,* 

which 
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1775.    mrhich  was  fituated  on  an  ifland  at  the  entrance  of 

^^>^^^^^  the  harbour,  though  a  man  of  war  lay  within  a  mile 

Light-      of  them  at  the  time ;  and  fomc  carpenters  being 

^^^       afterwards  fent,  under  the  proteftion  of  a  fmaU 

"*^       party  of  marines,  to  ereft  a  temporary  light-houfe, 

they  killed  or  carried  oflF  the  whole  detachment. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  a  kind  of  predatory 
war  commenced,  and  has  fince  continued,  between 
the  (hips  of  war,  and  the  inhabitants  on  different 
parts  of  the  coafts.  The  former,  being  rcfufcd  the 
fupplies'of  provifions  and  neceflaries  which  they 
wanted  for  themfelves  or  the  army,  endeavoured 
to  obtain  them  by  force,  and  in  thefe  attempts  were 
frequently  oppofed,  and  fometimes  repulfed  with 
lofs  by  the  country-people.  The  fcizing  of  fhips 
in  coxubrmity  to  the  new  laws,  or  to  the  commands 
of  the  admiral,  was  alfo  a  continual  fource  of  ani- 
mofity  and  violence,  the  proprietors  naturally 
hazarding  all  dangers  in  the  defence,  or  for  the 
recovery  of  their  property.  Thefe  contefts  drew 
the  vengeance  of  the  men  of  war  upon  feveral  of 
the  fmall  towns  upon  the  fea  coaits,  fome  of  which 
underwent  a  fcvere  chaftifement. 

Confer  '^^  pernicious  confequcnces  of  the  late  Qucbec- 

^uexuxt     a^,  with  refpe£t  to  the  very  purpofes  for  which  it 

ii  the      vras  framed,  were  now  difplayed  in  a  degree,  which 

Qj?^^     its  moft  fanguine  opponents  could  fcarcely  have 

*^*  ezpeded.    Inilead  of  gaining  the  French  Canadians 

to  the  interefl  of  government  by  that  law,  the  great 

body  of  the  inhabitants  were  found  as  adverfe  to  it» 

and  as  much  difguiled  at  its  operation,  as  even  the 

Britiih  fettlers.  General  Carleton,  the  governor  of 

Canadian  ^^^t  province,  who  had  placed  much  confidence  in 

troops       the  raifing  of  a  confiderable  army  of  Canadians, 

under  G*   and  being  enabled  to  march  at  their  head  to  th^ 

Sufc  to    ^^^^^^  ^^  General  Gage,  (a  matter  which  was  fo 

aa  offcn-  ni^ch  relied  upon  at  home,  that  20,000  (lands  of 

fively.       arms,  and  a  great  quantity  of  other  military  (lores 

had 
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had  been  fcnt  out  for  that  purpofe)  found  himfelf   1775. 
now  totally  difappointed.     The  people  faid   th^t  v^v^^ 
they  were  now  under  the  Britifli  efovemment ;  that 
they  could  not  pretend  to  undericand  the  caufes  of 
tiie  prefent  difputes,  nor  the  juftice  of  the  claims 
on  Cither  fide;   that  they  did,  and  would  fliew 
Aen^fckes  dutiful  fubjefts,  by  a  quiet  and  peace- 
able  demeanor,  and  due  obedience  to  the  govern- 
ment under  which  they  were  placed ;  but  that  it 
was  totally  inconfiftent  with  their  ftate  and  condi- 
tion, to  interftere,  or  in  any  degree  to  render  them- 
fclves  parties,  in  the  contcfts  that  might  arife  be- 
tween that  government  and  its  ancient  fubje£ls. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  governor  iffued  a  proclama- 
tion for  aflcmbling  a  militia,  and  for  the  execution 
of  martial  law ;    they  faid  they  would  defend  the 
province  if  it  was  attacked ;   but  they  abiblutely 
refufed  to  march  out  of  it,  or  to  commence  hofti- 
lities  with  their  neighbours.     The  governor,  as  the 
laft  refort,  applied  to  the  Bifliop  qf  Quebec,  to  ufc 
his  fpiritual  influence  and  authority  with  the  pepp'c 
towards  difpofing  them  to  the  adoption  of  thfs 
fevourite  meafure^  and  particularly  that  he  would 
iffue  an  epifcopal  mandate  for  that  purpofe,  to  be 
read  by  (he  par jfh  priefts  in  time  of  divine  fervice  ; 
but  the  bifhop  excufed  himfelf  from  a  compliance 
with  this  propofition,  by  rej)refenting,  that  an  epif- 
copal  mandate  on  fuch  .a  fubjeft,  would  be  contrary 
to  the  canons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  *  The 
ecilcfiaftics,  in  the  place  of  this,  iffued  other  letters, 
which  were,  however  pretty  generally  difrcgarded. 
The  nobleffe  alone,  who  were  chiefly  confidered  in 
the  Qucbec-aft,  fliewed  a  zeal  againft  the  Englifli 
colonifts.    But  fq)iarated  as  they  were  from:  the 
great  bo<^y  of  the  people,  they  e^xhibited  no  formi- 
dable degree  of  ftrength. 

Other  endeavours  which  were  ufed  to  involve  Indians 
the  colonies  in  domeftic  troubles  proved  equally  applied 
abortive.    Confidcrable  i^ns  were  'taken,  by  the*  to* 

F  f  means 
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1775.  means  of  fcvcral  agents  who  had  influence  on 
^-^'"^'^^^'  them ,  to  engage  thofc  numerous  tribes  of  Indians 
that  (tretch  along  the  backs  of  the  colonies,  to  caufc 
a  diver(ion,  by  attacking  them  in  thofe  weak  and 
tender  parts.  But  neither  prefents,  nor  perfuafions 
were  capable  of  producing  the  defircd  eflfe£k.  From 
whatever  chance  or  fortune  it  preceded,  thofe  favage 
warriors,  who  had  at  other  times  been  fo  ready  to 
take  up  the  hatchet  without  fupport  or  encourage- 
ment, now  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  propofals  of  that 
nature,  and  declared  for  a  neutrality.  They  ufed 
much  the  fame  reafons  for  this  condu^  that  the 
Canadians  had  done ;  they  did  not  underftand  the 
fubjedl ;  werp  very  forry  for  the  prcfent  unfortu- 
nate difputes  ;  but  it  was  not  fit  nor  becoming  for 
them,  to  take  any  part  in  quarrels  between  £ng- 
lifhmen,  for  all  of  whom,  on  both  fides  of  the  wa- 
ter, they  had  the  higheft  affcftion.  This  was  an 
objcfl:  of  two  much  importance,  to  be  overlooked 
by  the  congrcfs.  They  accordingly  employed  pro- 
per perfons  to  cultivate  favourable  difpofitions  in 
the  Indians ;  and  by  degrees  took  fuch  meafures 
as  obliged  the  agents  for  government  to  provide  for 
their  own  fafety.  It  is  faid,  that  fome  of  the  Indians 
made  propofals  to  take  up  arms  on  their  fide ;  but 
that  they  were ' only  requelled.  to'obfcrvc  a  ftriS 
neutrality. 

General  Gage*s  late  proclamation  incrcafcd  the 
animofity,  indignation,  and  rage,  which  were  ri- 
July  6th,  ready  fo  generally  prevalent,  and  brought  out  a 
Dcclara-  Declaration  from  the  general  congrefs,  which  in  the 
tion  of  nature  of  thofe  general  appeals  that  arc  made  to 
the  Gtrn.   mankind,  as  well  as  to  heaven,  in  a  declaration  of 

in^ai^wcr  ^'^^>  '^^^  ^^^^^'^  ^^^  caufcs  and  neceflity  of  their 
to  the  late  taking  up  arms.  Among  the  long  lift  of  thofe  fup- 
prccla-  pofed  caufes  befides  the  late  hoftilities,  they  ftatc 
nation,     i\^^  endeavours  ufed  to  inftigajte  the  Canadians  and 

Indians  to  attack  them,  ar.d  fcverely  reproach  Gen. 

Gage,  for,  what  they  call,  perfidy,  cruelty,  and 

breach 


Chap.  Vni.      Civil  War  i«  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.  [219 

breach  of  faith,  in  breaking  the  conditions  which    1775. 
he  had  entered  into  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton ;    v.^^vn^ 
they  arc  not  Icfs  free  in  the  ccnfure  of  the  army, 
ifrhom  they  charge  with  the  burning  of  Charlef- 
town,  wantonly  and  unncceffarily. 

In  ftating  their  refources,  they  reckon  upon. fo- 
reign afliflance  as  undoubtedly  attainable,  if  necef- 
fary.  They,  however,  afterwards  fay,  that,  left 
this  Declaration  Ihould  difquiet  the  minds  of  their 
friends  and  fellow  fubje£ls  in  any  part  of  the  em- 
pire, they  aflfure  them,  that  they  mean  not  to 
diffolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  .and  happily 
fubfifted  between  them,  and  which  they  finccrely 
wifli  to  fee  reftored  ;  that  neceffity  has  not  yet  dri- 
vcn  them  to  that  defperate  meafure,'  or  induced 
them  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft  them ; 
Acy  have  not  raifed  armies  with  ambitious  defigns 
of  feperating  from  Great  Britain,  and  cftablilhmg 
independent  ftates  ;  they  fight  not  for  glory  or  for 
conqueft.-— ^This  declaration  was  read  with  great, 
ferious,  and  even  religious  folemnity,  to  the  diffe- 
rent bodies  of  the  irmy  who  were  encamped 
around  Bofton,  and  was  received  by  them  with 
loud  acclamations  of  approbation. 

This  declaration  was  followed  by  an  addrefs  to  Addrefs 
the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  ;  another  to  the  to  the  in^ 
people  of  Ireland ;  and  a  petition  to  the  King.  All  ***p^^"^* 
thefe  writings  were  drawn  up  in  a  very  mafterly  l^^o  the 
manner  9  and  are,  in  refpeft  to  art,  addrefs,  and  people  of 
execution,  equal  to  any  public  Declarations  made  Ireland- 
by  any  powers  upon  the  grcatefl  occafions.  Petition 

to  the 

.  The  Congrefs  had  in  their  Declaration,  without  *"^' 
naming  it,  reprobated  the  principles  of  Lord  North's 
conciliatory  propofition,  which  they  call  an  inlldi- 
ous  manoeuvre  adopted  by  parliament,^  They  how- 
ever, afterwards,  took  the  refolution  more  formally 
into  confidcration.     It  had  been  communicated  to 

them 
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1775.   ^^^  ^  direSion,  or  at  Icaft  pcrmiffion  from  that 
^^^'r>Kj   minifter,  in  the  haud-writing  of  Sir  Grey  CoWpcr, 
one.  of  tjie  two  principal  fccrctarics  of  the  treaAiry. 
In  the  courfe  of  a  Ion*-  and  argumentative  difoiilioii, 
they  condemn  it,  is   unreafonable  and  infidious .; 
that  it  is  unreafonable,   becaufe,   if  they  declare 
they  will  accede  to  it,  they  declare,  without  rcfcr- 
ta^ion,  that  they  will  purchafc  the  favour  of  parlia- 
tncnt,  not  knowing  at  the  fame  timfc  at  what  price 
they  will  pleafe  to  cftimate  their  favour  ;  that  it  is 
infidiQUS,  becaufe  individual  colonies,  havirfg  bid, 
and  bidden  again,  till  they  find  the  avidity  of  the 
feller  too  great  for  all  their  powers  to  fatiafy,  ard 
then  to  return  into  oppofition,  divided  frdm  their 
iifter  colonies,  whom  the  minifter  will   have  prc- 
Vioufly  detached  by  a  grant  of  cafier  terms,  or  by 
an  artful  prpcraftination   of  a  definitive  anfwcr. 
They  conclude  upon  the  whole,  that  the  propofition 
was  held  up  to  the  w'6rld,  to  deceive  it  into  a  be- 
lief,  that  there  was  nothing  in  difpute  but  the  mode 
of  levying  taxes ;  and  that  parliament  having  now 
been  fo  good  as  to  give  up  that,  the  dolonles  muft 
be  unreafonable  in  the  higheft  degree  if  they  were 
not  perfeftly  fatisfied. 

Georgia        The  colony  of  Georgia  at  length  joined  in  the 
accedes     general   alliance.     A  provincial   congrefs   having 
to  the       affembled  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  July^ 
confcdc-  ^^^y  fpeedily  agreed  to  all  the  refolutions  of  the 
racy.        ^^^  General  Congreffcs  in  their  utmoft  extent,  and 
appointed  five  delegates  to  attend  the  prefcnt.     As 
it  were  to  make  amends  for  the  delay,  they  at  once 
entered  into  all  the  fpirit  of  the  refolutions  formed 
by  the  other  colonics,  and  adopted  fimilar  ;  and 
declSired,  that  though  their  province  was  not  in- 
^  eluded  in  any  of  the  oppreffivc  ads  lately  paffcd 
againft  America,  they  confidered  that  circumltance 
as  an  infult  rather  than  a  favour,  as  being  done 
only  with  a  view  to  divide  them  from  their  Ameri- 
can biethren.    They  alio  addreiTed  a  petition,  under 

the    • 
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the  title  of  an  humble  addrefs  aad  n^prefentalion,  1775. 
to  his  Majefty;  which,  however  threadbare  the  v^vn^ 
fubjc^l  had  already  been  worn,  was  not  deficient  in 
a  certain  frefiinefs  of  colouring,  which  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  novelty.  From  this  acccfik>n  to  the 
confederacy,  they  henceforward  aiTumed  the  appel- 
lation of  the  Thiiit££N  United  Cojloki£s« 

In  the  mean  time  the  General  Congreft,  in  com-  General 
pHance  with  the  wiflics  of  the  people  in  general,  and  ^^J^^f^g' 
the  particular  application  of  the  New-England  pro-  ^^^ 
Vinces,  appointed  Geo.  Waihington,  £fq;  *  a  gen-  commaa. 

tleman  der  in 
I      I    i      ■  ■  ■        I  .11  III       1 1 1     Mil  !■  chief* 

*  The  family  from  which  this  geutlcman  is  defcended,  was 
onginally  in  LancaHiire,  but  afterwards  removed  to  the  city  of 
Govcntry  inhere  he  was  bom/  on  the  3d  of  Sept.  1727.  '  Hit 
mother  was  of  the  fame  family  with  General  Monk,  who*  f<ir 
his  fervices  at  the  Reftoration»  was  created  Duke  of  Albe* 
Aaric 

Mrr  Waftiington  difcovered  an  early  inclination  to  arms,  and 
fird  centered  as  a  private  man.  In  gen^  Wade's  regimenty  ia 
the  year  17469  being  then  not  twenty-one,  and  foon  after  he 
boufi;ht  a  comet's  commiflion  ia  ihe  fanK  regiment,  and  fi»ved  / 

Agamft  the  Scotch  rebels.     He  continued  in  the  fervioe  till  the 
}>eace,  when  he  went  abroad  to  improve  himfclf  in  the  miE-  ** 

tary  profeifien. 

When  the  French  war  broke  out  in  America,  in  the  year  175  J, 
Mr.  WaHiington  went  over  to  that  country,  where  his  courage 
lind  miHtary  abilities  being  knoWn,  he  was  railed  to  the  rank  bf 
Major  in  the  provincial  forces,  and  was  at  Fort  Edward,  under 
the  command  of  GeoeraJ  Webb,  when  Monf.  Montcalm  ad- 
iaoced»  to  take  Fort  William  Henry,  on  Lake  George. 

MijorWafhingf  on  having  heard  of  the  intended  attack,  aad 
being  apprehieniive  that  lieutenant  colonel  Monro,  who  theft 
tof&snanded  at  F6rt William  Henry,  would  not  be  firong  enough 
to  reftft  the  French,  eagerly  interceded  with  his  General  Co  be 
feiit  with  his  forces  to  the  af&dance  of  Monro.  But  his  ardour 
was  teftrained ;  and  the  unfortunate  comniancLer  forced  to  make 
the  bed  terms  he  could  with  the  French  general,  who  after- 
wards, in  violation  of  the  treaty  that  had  been  made,  permit- 
ted the  Indian  favagcs  to  ikU  upon  them,  and  llrip  them  of 
#vtry  thing  oi  'vakic. 
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1775.  tlcman  of  affluent  fortune  in  Virginia,  and  who  had 
''^^^rr>^  acquired  confiderablc  military  experience  in  the 
command  of  different  bodies  of  the  provincials 
during  the  laft  war,  to  be  general  and  commander 
m  chief  of  all  the  American  forces.  They  alfo  ap* 
pointed  Artemus  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip  Schuy- 
ler, and  Ifracl  Putnam,  ETqrs.  to  be  major-generals ; 
and  Horatia  Gates,  Efq;  adjutant-general.  Of 
thefe  general  officers,  Lee  and  Gates  were  Englifh 
gentlemen,  who  had  acquired  honour  in  the  laft 
war ;  and  who  from  difguft  or  principle  now  joined 
the  Americans.  Ward  and  Putnam  were  or  Mat 
fachufcttVBay,  and  Schuyler  of  New-York.  The 
Congrcfe  aHb  fixed  and  affigned  the  pay  of  both 
officers  and  foldicrs ;  the  latter  of  whom  were  much 
better  provided  for  than  thofe  upon  our  eftablifli- 
ment. 

< 

July  6th:  '  The  Generals  Wafhington  and  Lee  arrived  at 
Wajhing'  the  camp  before  Bofton  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
ion  and     They  were  treated  with  the  highcft  honours  in 

atSofton.    -         ^^nr 

The  Americans  foon  afterwards  raifed  Major  Wafliingtoa  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment,  in  which  rank  he  remained  till 
the  peace,  when  he  retired  to  the  cuhivation  and  improvement 
of  a   very  conllderable  eftate   he  pofifefTed  in  the  province  of 

Virginia. 

When  the  prefent  troubles  in  Aracrica  arofe  on  account  of 
the  famous  Tea  Adt,  colonel  Wa(hington  was  one  of  the  fore-  , 
mod  in  exprelTing  his  detellaiion  in  impofing  a  tax  on  people 
who  were  not  reprefented ;  and  when  a  General  Congreis  was 
thought  neceflkry  to  be  convened,  he  was  chofcn  oife  of  the  de* 
legates  for  the  province  of  Virginia,  and  in  that  capacity  figned 
the  affociation  on  0£l»  20th,'  1774,  and  the  other  fubfequent 
publications  of  that  body.  The  Continental  Congrefs  appoint- 
ed General  Wafliington  to  the  fuprcme  command  of  their 
armies  to  which  commiflion  was  addreifed,— ••  T^  6ur  'beloved 
hrothery  George  Washington,  Efq ;  Captain  General  and  Com* 
rtctnder  in  ckief  of  all  the  Forces  of  the  United  ColomesJ^  The 
Congrefs  annexed  a  very  confiderablc  falary  to  this  important 
pod,  which  he  nobly  refufed  to  accept,  declaring  he  would  not 
take  wages  for  his  fervices  in  the  Caufe  of  Freedom*  butulcfired 
♦nly  a  reimburfement  of  the  ncccfTary  expences. 
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every  place  through  which    they   paflcd;    were    1775. 
cfcorted  by  large  detachments  of  volunteers,  com-  V:^>^ 
pofed  of  gentlemen,  in  the  different  provinces; 
and  received  public  addreffes  from  the  provincial 
congreflcs  of  New-Tork  and  Mallachufett^s-Bay. 
The  military  fpirit  was  now  fo  high  and  fo  general, 
that  war  and  its  preparations  occupied  the  hands 
and  the  minds  of  all  orders  of  people  throughout 
the  continent.    Perfons  of  fortune  and  family,  who 
were  not  appointed  officers,  entered  chcarfuUy  as 
private  men,  and  ferved  with  alacrity  in, the  ranks.* 
Even  many  of  the  younger  qiiakers  forgot  their 
paflive  principles  of  lorbearance  and  non-refiftance, 
and  taking  up  arms,  formed  tliemfelvcs  into  com- 
panies at  Philadelphia,  and  applied  with  the  greatefti 
labour   and  aifiduity  to  acquire  a  proficiency  in 
military  exercifes  and  difcipline.     It  was  faid,  (but 
no  computation  of  that  fort  can  be  afcertained)  that 
no  lefs  than  200,000  men  were  in  arms  and  training 
throughout  the  continent. 

The  blockade  of  Bofton,  was  continued  with 
little  variety  throughout  the  year,  and  during  a  • 
confidcrable  part  ot  the  enfuing.  The  troops,  as 
well  as  the  remaining  inhabitants,  fuffered  much 
froru  fevers,  fluxes,  and  the  fcurvy,  which  were 
brought  on  through  tonfinement,  heat  of  weather, 
and  badnefs  of  provifions.* 

*  To   alleviate  thefc  diftrcfles,  it  is  faid,  that  no  lefs  than  pfQ^f/icnt 
5000  oxen,  14000  of  the  largeft  and  fatteft  (hcep,  with  a  vaft  flyjp^jfQf. 
number  of  hogs,  were  purchafed  and   fcnt  out  alive.     Vege»  gofton. 
tables  of  all  kinds  were  alfo  bought  up  In  incredible  quantities, 
*nd  new  arts  were  employed  in  curing  them,     loooo  butts  of 
ftrong  beer,  5000  chaldrons  of  coa's  were  purchafed  in  the  river, 
and  (hipped  off  for  Bofton  ;  even  the  articles  of  fageots  was 
lent  from  London.  The  feemingly  trilling  neceflaries  of  vegeta- 
hles,  cafks,  and  vinegar,  amount,  in  two  diitin^  articles,  where 
they  are  detached  from  the  general  comprehenfion   of    other 
proviiions,  near  220ol.     And  tho*  there  was  but  a  fmgle  regi- 
n»cntof  light  cavalry  at  Bollon,  the  articles  of  hay,  oats,  and 
heaj28,  amounted  to  nearly  as  much.     The  immenfe  charge  of 

fup- 
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'775*     ^^'PP^"?  '"  army  at  fuch  a  diftance,  ivaa  bow  for  the  firft  time 
V,^y>^    experimentally  £ut« 

Whether  it  was,  that  thefe  orien  were  not  ifliied  in  time,  pr 
that  delays,  occurred  in  the  execution,  which  could  neither  have 
been  forefeen  or  preveoted,  however  it  was,  the  tranfports  were 
not  ready  to  proceed  on  their  voyage,  ontil  the  year  v^as  fo  far 
advanced  aa  to  render  it  nearly  impofible.  By  thia  meant  tbey 
were  detained  upon  our  own  coafis  by  contrary  winds,  or  toft 
about  by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part  of  their  live  cargoes 
of  hogs  and  Iheep,  particularly  the  latter  perifhed,  fo  that  the 
dmnael  was  every  ^ere  ftrewed  with  the  floating  carcaiTes  of 
thefe  animals^as  they  were  driven  about  by  the  winds  and  tkka. 
A  great  part  of  the  ve^ielablcs,  owr  fermented  and  perifhed. 

Nor  was  the  -condition  of  the  tranfports  mended  when  tbey 
got  clear  of  our  own  coafts.  They  were  peculiarly  unfortu« 
oate  as  to  winds  and  weather  in  the  mid  feas,  and  as  they  ap- 
proached to  the  place  oftheirdeftination,  the  American  pexio^ 
died  winds  were  fet  in,  which  blew  in  their  teetbf  and  dnyve 
tbem  of  Irom  the  cqafts* 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    IX.  ^-^-^ 

Motives  *whkh  ltd  to  the  invafton  of  Canada,     The  taking  of 
fiveral  Forts  on  the  Lakes ^  by  Montgomery  and  Arnold.     The 
city  of  ^ehec  hejteged* 

AS  the  hopes  of  a  reconciliation  with  the  mo- 
ther country,  upon  the  conditions  claimed 
by  the  Americans,  became  more  faint,  fo  they  grew 
more  daring  in  their  dcfigns,  and  extended  their 
views  to  the  remote  confequenc:es,  as  well  as  to 
the  immediate  conduft  of  a  w^ar.  The  apparent  • 
tendency,  and  avowed  defign  of  the  Quebec  aft, 
had  early  drawn  their  attention  and  awakened  their 
apprehcnfions,  in  relation  to  the  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened  from  that  quarter.  Thefe 
apprehcnfions  produced  the  addrefs  to  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  of  which  we  have  formerly 
taken  notice. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  the  expedition  to  Motives 
the  Lakes,   with   the    rcdudion   of  Ticonderoga.  which 
and  Crown-Point,  in  the  beginning  of  this  fummer,  !^^  ^^  ^^ 
by\^hich,  it  might  be  faid,  that  the  Gates  of  Ca.  of  Cana- 
nada  were  thrown   open,  rendered  the  affairs  of  da. 
that  country  more   immediately   interefting,   and 
nicouraged  the  Congrefs  to  a  bold  meafure,  which 
they  would  not  otherwifc   perhaps   have  ventured 
upon.    This  was  no  lefs  than  the  fending  of  a  force 
for  the  invafion  and  reduftion  of  that  country. 

-  A  meafure  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature  required 
the  mod  ferious  confideration.  The  commencing 
an  offenfive  war  with  the  Sovereign,  was  a  new  and 
perilous  undertaking.  It  feemed  totally  to  change 
the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  they  flood  in 
the  prcfent  difput^.  Oppofition  to  government  had 
hitherto  been  conducted  on  the  apparent  defign  and 
avowed  principle  only,  of  fupporting  and  dcfend- 
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I775«  ing  certain  rights  and  immunities  of  the  people, 
""  '  vhich  were  fuppoied,  pretended,  to  be  unjuftly  in- 
vaded. Oppofition,  or  even  rcfiftance,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  fuppofmg  Ae  prcmifcs  to  be  feiirly  ftated,  is 
thought  by  many  to  be  entirely  confiftcnt  with 
the  principles  of  the  Britifti  confutution  ;  and  this 
opinion  is  faid  to  have  received  the  fandion  of  pre- 
cedents of  the  firft  authority.  At  any  rate,  the 
queftions  in  difpute  were  of  fuch  a  nature,  that 
mankind  might  for  ever  be  divided  in  opinion,  as 
the  matter  of  right  or  wrong,  juftice  or  injuilice, 
oppreffion  or  good  government.  But  to  render 
themfelves  at  once  the  aggrcffors,  and  not  content 
with  vindicating  their  own  real  or  pretended  rights, 
to  fly  wantonly  in  the  face  of  the  Sovereign,  carry- 
war  into  his  aominions,  and  invade  a  province  to 
which  they  could  lay  no  claim,  nor  pretend  no  right, 
feemed  fuch  an  outrage,  as  not  only  overthrew 
every  play  of  juftifiable  refiftancc,  but  would  mi- 
litate with  the  eftabliflied  opinions,  principled,  and 
feelings  of  mankind  in  gene]:al. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  danger  was  prefling  and 
great.  The  extraordinary  powers  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Genera!  CarUton,  the  Governor  of  Cana- 
da, by  a  late  commxflion,  were  new,  alarming,  and 
evidently  pointed  out  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  granted.  By  thefe  he  was  authorized  to  cm- 
body  and  arm  the  Canadians,  to  march  them  out 
of  the  country  for  the  fubjugatlon  of  the  other 
colonies,  and  to  proceed  even  to  capital  punifhments, 
againft  all  thofe,  and  in  all  places,  whom  he  Ihould 
deem  rebels  and  oppofers  of  the  laws.  The  llrong 
powers  of  government  which  he  alfo  poflcffed  with- 
in his  province,  were  equal  to  thofe  of  the  moft 
arbitary  European  Monarchs,  and  had  been  already 
felt  both  by  the  EnglilH  and  French  fubjeils.  Thus, 
though  the  Canadians  had  hitherto  rcfufcd  to  be 
embodied,  or  to  march  upon  any  terms  out  of  the 
province,  it  viras  eafily  feen,  that  as  foon  as  the  Go- 
vernor's 
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vcrnor's  authority  was  fupportcd  by  the  arrival  of  1775^ 
a  body  of  Englim  forces,  they  would  be  obliged 
implicitly  to  obey  him,  as  well  in  that,  as  all  other 
Blatters.  He  had  befides,  already  engaged  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  Canada  and  other  Indians  in  his 
fervice,  and  if  his  arms  once  became  predominant, 
the  defire  of  fpoil  and  blood  would  bring  them  in 
crowds  from  the  remoteft  defarts  to  his  afliftancc. 
Befidcs  they  were  perfeftly  acquainted  with,  and 
therefore  had  every  thing  to  dread,  from  the  zeal, 
the  fpirit  of  entcrprize,  and  the  military  talents,  of 
that  able  and  refolute  officer. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  confidering  a  war  as  not 
only  inevitable,  but  as  already  begun,  they  deem- 
ed it  inconiiftent  with  reafon  and  policy,  to  wait  to 
be  attacked  by  a  formidable  force  at  their  backs, 
in  the  very  inftant  that  their  utmoft  exertions  would 
be  requifite,  and  probably  infufficicnt,  for  the  pro- 
tedion  of  their  capital  cities  and  coafts,  againft  the 
rcfentment  of  the  mighty  power  whom  they  had  fo 
grievoufly  offended,  and  with  whom  they  were  en- 
tering into  fo  untried  and  arduous  a  conteft.  They 
argued,  that  preventing  the  known  hoftile  intentions 
of  an  enemy,  by  foreftalling  his  defigns  ere  they 
could  be  carried  into  execution,  was  as  much  a  mat- 
ter of  felf-defcnce,  and  lefs  cruel,  than  waiting  to 
be  attacked  by  him  under  every  difadvantage,  and 
when  he  had  arrived  at  his  utmod  force.  There 
was  no  natural  law,  nor  convention  among  man- 
kind,  by  which  a  perfon  is  bound  to  be  a  fimple 
and  inadive  looker-on,  while  his  enemy  was  loading 
a  gun  for  his  deftrudion ;  was  he  to  wait  till  the 
execution  took  place,  for  fear  he  (hould  be  deemed 
an  aggreflbr  !  Queftions  in  cafuiftry,  however  edi- 
fying upon  other  occafions,  have  nothing  to  do  in 
cirpumlUnces  upon  which  the  fate  of  nations  de* 
{fend.  Were  they  only  to  feek  a  remedy,  when  the 
lavages  had  penetrated  into  their  country,  and  the 
fufj  of  the  flames  which  cpnfumed  their  fettlemcnts, 

were 
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1775.   were  only  retarded  by  the  blood  of  their  women 
^^^"^^^^  and  infants. 

The  Congrcfs  were  all  fenfible,  that  they  had  al- 
ready  gone  fuch  lengths  as  could  only  be  juftified 
by  arms. — ^The  fword  was  already  drawn,  and  the 
appeal  made.  It  was  too  late  to  look  back,  and  to 
waver  would  be  ceitain  deftrudion.  If  .a  certain 
degree  of  fuccefs  did  not  aiFord  a  fanftion  to  their 
refiftance,  and  difpofe  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to 
an  accommodation  upon  lenient  terms,  they  would 
not  only  loofc  thofe  immunities  for  which  they  at 
;prefent  contended,  but  all  others  would  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  a  jealous  and  irritated  government.  In 
fuch  a  ftate,  their  moderation  in  the  fingle  inftance 
of  Canada,  they  t})ought,  would  be  a  poor  plea 
for  compaflion  or  indulgence. 

The  knowledge  they  had  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
affairs,  and  the  temper  of  the  peo{>le  in  Canada, 
^\io  contributed  much  to  encourage  them  in  this 
entcrprize.  They  knew  that  the  French  inhabi- 
tants, excepting  the  noUeffe  and  clergy,  were  in 
general  as  much  difcontcnted  at  the  overthrow  of 
the  Englifli  laws,  and  tlie  introduftion  of  the  pre- 
fent fyllcm  of  government,  as  even  the  Britifh  fct- 
tler?.  It  fcemed  therefore  probable,  that  this  dif- 
content,  operating  with  the  rooted  averfion  Vhich 
.  they  bore  to  their  ancieat  proud  and  oppreffivc 
tyrants,  the  noblefle^  or  lords  of  the  manors  and 
the  mortal  dread  which  they  entertained  of  bain^ 
again  reduced  to  their  former  ftate  of  feudal  and 
military  vafTalagc,  would  induce  them  to  confider 
the  Provincials  rather  as  friends  than  invaders,  and 
to  embrace  fo  favourable  an  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing a  (hare  in  that  freedom  for  whicu  they  were 
contending.  Though  they  were  perfectly  unac- 
quainted with  the  nature  ot  the  particular  contro* 
verfy,  and  little  interefted  in  it,  it  fecmed  to  be  for 
freedom,  and  American  freedom^  and  the  name  of 

it 
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it  was  plcafing.     It  was  in  favour  of  colonics;  and   1775. 
Canada  was  a  colony.  v>orN^ 

The  congrcfs  accordingly  determined  not  to  lofc 
the  prcfent  favourable  opportunity,  while  the  Bri- 
tifli  arms  were  weak  and  cooped  up  in  Bofton,  for 
attempting  the  redudion  of  that  province.  The 
General?  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  New-York  militia,  a  body  of  New-Eng- 
land men,  and  fomc  others,  amounting  iji  the  whole 
to  near  3000  men,  were  appointed  to  this  fervicc- 
A  number  of  batteaux,  or  fiat  boats,  were  built  at  ^ 

Ticonderoga  or  Crown  Point,  to  convey  the  forces 
along  Lake  Champlain  to  the  River  Sorcl,  which 
forms  the  entrance  into  Canada,  and  is  compofed 
of  the  furplus  waters  of  the  lakes,  which  it  dif- 
chargcs  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  and  would 
afford  a  happy  communication  between  both,  were 
it  not  for  fome  rapids  that  obftrufl  the  navigation. 

Not  above  half  the  forces  were  yet  arrived,  when 
Montgomery,  who  was  at  Crown-Point,  received 
fome  intelligence  which  rendered  him  apprehenfivc 
that  a  fchooner  of  confiderablc  force,  with  fomc 
other  armed  veffels,  which  lay  at  the  Fort  of  St. 
John's,  on  the  river  Sorel,  were  preparing  to  enter 
the  Lake,  and  thereby  cffeftually  obftrufl  their 
paffage.  He  thereupon,  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft, 
•proceeded  with  fuch  force  as  he  had  to  the  ifle  of 
Aux  Noix,  which  lies  in  the  entrance  of  the  river, 
and  took  neceflary  meafures  to  guard  againft  the 
pafTage  of  thofe  veffels  into  the  Lake.— —Schuyler, 
who  at  that  time  commanded  in  chief,  having  alfo 
arrived  from  Albany,  they  publiflied  a  declaration  * 
to  encourage  the  Canadians  to  join  thenx,  and  with 
the  fame  hope  or  dcfign,  pulhed  on  to  the  Fort 
of  St.  John,  which  lies  only  about  a  dozen  miles 
from  the  ifland.  The  fire  from  the  Fort,  as  well  as  Sept.  6t 
the  ftrong  appearances  of  force  and  rcfiftance  which 
they  obferved,  occafioned  their  lauding  at  a  con- 

fiderable 
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1775.  fidcrablc  diftancc,  in  a  country  compofcd  of  thick 
^.^^"T^  woods,  deep  fwamps,  and  interfered  with  creeks 
and  waters.  In  this  fituation  they  were  vigoroufly 
attacked  by  a  confiderable  body  of  Indians,  who 
did  not  ncgleft  the  advantages  which  they  derived 
.  from  it ;  along  with  which,  finding  that  the  Fort 
was  well  garrifoned  and  provided,  they  found  it 
neccflarythe  next  day  to  return  to  their  former 
ftation  on  the  ifland,  and  to  defer  their  operations 
until  the  arrival  of  the  artillery  and  reinforcements 
which  were  expcded. 

Schoy-  '  Schuyler  upon  this  retreat  returned  to  Albany, 
Icr  re-  (Q  conclude  a  treaty  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
Albany.  ^^^^  ncgociating  with  the  Indians  ia  that  quarter^ 
and  found  himfelf  afterwards  fo  occupied  by  bufi- 
nefs,  or  broken  in  upon  by  illnefs,  that  the  whole 
weight  and  danger  of  the  Canada  war  fell  upon 
Montgomery,  a  man  moft  eminently  qualified  for  any 
military  fervice.  His  firft  meafure  was  to  detach 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined  General  Carleton 
from  his  fervice,  and  being  ftrengthened  by  the  arri- 
val of  his  reinforcements  and  artillery,  he  prepared 
to  lay  fiege  to  the*,  fort  of  St.  John.  This  fort  was 
garrifoned  by  the  greater  part  of  the  7th  and  26th 
regimeqts  being  nearly  all  the  regular  troops  then  in 
Canada ;  and  was  well  provided  with  ftores,  am* 
munition,  and  artillery. 

The  provincial  parties  were  fpread  over  the  ad- 
jacent country,  and  were  every  where  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Canadians,  who  befides  joining 
them  in  confiderable  numbers,  gave  them  every 
poflible  afliftance,  whether  in  carrying  on  the  fiege, 
removing  their  artillery,  or  fupplying  them  with 
Ethan      provifions  and  neceflaries.     In  this  ftate  of  things, 
Allen       the  adventurer  Ethan  Allen,  who  without  any  com- 
and  bts     miflion  from  the  Congrefs,  had  a  principal  fliare  in 
P^^        the  original  expedition  to  the  lakes,  and  the  capture 

prlfoncn.  ^^  ^^^^f  and  who  fince,  under  the  title  of  colonel, 
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feems  rather  to  kave  a£ted  as  a  partizan,  than  as  1775* 
obedient  to  any  regular  command,  thought  to  fig-  v-^^v^j 
nalize,  and  raifc  himfclf  into  importance,  by  fur- 
prifing  the  town  of  Montreal.  This  ra(h  enter- 
prize  he  undertook  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  party  of 
Englifli  Provincials  and  Canadians,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  commander  in  chief,  or  the  affifl- 
ance  which  he  might  have  procured,  from  fomeof  the 
other  detached  parties.  The  event  was  fuitable  to. 
the  temerity  of  the  undertaking.  Being  met  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  town,  by  the  militia,  under 
the  command  of  Engliih  officers,  and  fupported  by 
the  few  regulars  who  were  in  the  place,  he  was  de- 
feated and  taken  prifoner,  with  near  forty  of  his 
party,  ,the  reft  who  furvived  efcaping  in  the  woods. 
Allen,  with  his  fellow  prifoners,  were  by  General 
Carlefbn's  orders  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent  in 
that  condition  on  board  a  man  of  war  to  England, 
from  whence,  however,  they  were  in  fome  time  re- 
manded back  to. America. 

The  progrefs  of  Montgomery  was  for  fome  time 
retarded,  by  want  of  ammunition  fufficient  to  carry- 
ing on  a  fiege ;  which  of  all  operations  demands 
the  greateft  lupply  of  powder  and  ball.  The  Fort 
of  St.  John's,  which  commands  the  entrance  in« 
to  Canada,  could  not  be  reduced  without  a  tolerable  « 
provifion  of  that  kind.  A  fortunate  event  difen- 
gaged  him  from  this  difficulty.  A  little  Fort  called 
Chamble  lay  deeper  in  the  country,  and  feemcd  ^^^ 
covered  by  St.  John's.  It  was  garrifoned  by  a  fmall  ^•°^^** 
detachment  of  the  7th  regiment,  and  was  in  no 
very  defenfiblc  condition.  To  this  he  turned  his 
firft  thoughts,  and  by  puihing  forward  a  party  join- 
ed by  fome  Canadians,  he  eafily  made  himfelf  maftcr 
of  thsct  fort.  Here  he  found  confiderable  ftores  i 
but  the  article  of  greateft  confequence  to  him  was 
the  gunpowder,  which  they  were  much  diftrcffed 
for;  and  of  which  theytpok  above   120  barrels. 

This 
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1775.    This  acquifition  facilitated  the  ficgc  of  St.  John's, 
^^^^^<^^  which  had  languiflicd  for  want  of  ammuniticn. 

•port  "^^^  garrifon  of  St.  John's,  under  the  command 

St.  John's  of  Major  Prcfton,  amounted  to  between  6  and  700 
bdleged.  men,  of  which  about  500  were  regulars,  and  the 
reft  Canadian  volunteers.  They  endured  the  dif- 
ficulties and  hardfliips  of  a  very  long  fiege,-  aug- 
mented by  a  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with  unabating 
conftancy  and  refolution.  In  the  mean  time.  Gen. 
Carleton  was  indefatigable  in  his  endeavours  to 
raifc  a  force  fuflicicnt  for  its  relief.  Attempts  had 
Cark-  ,hecn  for  fome  time  made  by  Colonel  M'Lcan,  for 
un's  dc-  tatifing  a  Scotch  regiment,  under  the  title  of  Royal 
feat  at  Highland  Emigrants,  to  be  compofcd  of  natives  of 
L^ngueiL  that  country  who  had  lately  arrived  in  America, 
and  who  in  confequence  of  the  troubles  had  not 
obtained  fettlcments.  With  thefc,  and  fome  Cana- 
dians, to  the  amount  of  a  few  hundred  men,  the 
Colonel  was  poftcd  near  the  junftion  of  the  Sorcl 
with  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The  General  was  at 
Montreal,  where,  with  the  grcateft  difficulty,  and 
by  every  poffible  means  he  had  got  together  near  a 
thoufand  men,  compofcd  principally  of  Canadians, 
with  a  few  regulars,  and  fome  Engliih  officers  and 
volunteers.  With  thefc  he  intended  a  junftion 
with  M*Lcan,  and  then  to  have  marched  direftly 
to  the  relief  of  St.  John's.  But  upon  his  attempt- 
ing to  pafs  over  from  the  ifland  of  Montreal,  he  was 
encountered  at  Longueil  by  a  party  of  the  Provin- 
cials, who  eafily  repulfed  the  Canadians,  and  put  a 
ftop  to  the  whole  de/ign.  Another  party  had  pu(h- 
cd  M*Lean  towards  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  where . 
the  Canadians  having  received  advice  of  the  Go- 
vernor's defeat,  immediately  abandoned  him  to  a 
man,  and  he  was  obliged  to  make  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  (^ebcc,  with  the  emigrants. 

•  •    • 

In  the  meantime,  Montgomery  pu  (lied  on  , the 
fi?&c  of  St.  John's  with  great  vigour,  had  advanced 

his 


his  worics  vefy  near  the  body  of  the  fort,  and  ^as  1775* 
Slaking  prq>arations  for  a  general  afiault.  Nor  ^<^^vn/ 
\7as  there  leis  alacrity  in  the  defence^  the  fphit  as 
trell  as  the  fire  of  the  garrifon  being  equally  f up*» 
ported  to  the  laft*  In  this  ftate  of  things,  an  ac-f 
count  of  the  fuccefs  at  Longueii,  Accompanied  by 
the  prifoners  who  were  taken,  arrived  at  the  camp^ 
upon  which  Montgomery  lent  a  flag  and  a  letter  by 
one  of  them  to  Major  Prefton,  hoping  that  as  all 
means  of  relief  were  now  cut  off  by  the  Governor'l 
defeat,  he  would,  by  a  timciy  furrender  oftbe  fort^ 

Jrerent  that  faither  eifufion  of  blood,  which  a  fruit* 
;&  and  obitinate  defence  muft  neceflarily  occafion* 

»  The  Major  e:^deaTeured  to  obtain  a  few  days 
^me  in  hopes^of  being xclicved f  but  thU  was  re« 
f ufcd,  on  account  of  the  latcnefs  aiid  feverity  of  tho 
fcafon ;  he  alfo  endeavoured,  in  fettling  the  terms 
l^f  capitulation,  to  obtain  liberty  for  the  garrifoti  to  *  * '  * 
depart  for  Oreat-Britaiut  which  proved  equally 
firuitlefs^  ztid  they  wtre  obliged,  after  being  aHoW"* 
cd  the  honours  of  wjar  on  account  of  their  brave 
defence,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  furrender 
tfaemfel ves  prifdners.  *  They  were  allowed  their  ^®^-  3*^* 
baggage  and  effcfts,  '  the  officers,  to  wear  their  st.  Johtet 
Xwords,  and  their  other  aims  to  be  preferved  for  ukca. 
them  till  the  troubles  were  at  an  end.  In  all  tram 
iadions  wifb  our.forces,  Montgomery  writ,  fpoke, 
and  behaved  witlv  that  attention,  regard,  and  polite«> 
ncfsy  to  both  private  men  and  officers,  which  might 
be  expeded  from  a-mah  of  worth  and  honour,  who 
ibimd  himibif  involved  in  an  unhappy  quarrel  with 
his  friends  and  countrymen.  All  the  prifoners  were 
fent  up  the  Lake9  by  the  way  of  Ticonderago,  to 
thole  interior  parts  of  the  colonies  which  were  beit 
mdapted  to  provide  for  their  reception  and  fecuricy. 
Th(  Provincials  found  a  coniiderablc  quantity  of 
artillery  and  ufcful  itores  in  the  place. 

.  li  h  .    Up9A 
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{ 775.  Upon  McLean's  retreat  to  Quebec,  die  party  who 
VNTN^  had  reduced  him  to  that  neceffity,  immediately 
crefired  batteries  on  a  point  of  land  at  the  junclion 
ef  the  Sorel  with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  efcape  down  the  latter  of  a  number 
•f  armed  veflels,  which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal ;  they  alfo  conftrufted  armed  rafts  and 
floating  batteries  for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  mea- 
fures  eflFe^hially  prevented  the  paflage  of  Gcnersd 
Carleton's  armament  to  Quebec,  which  were  not 
only  foiled  in  feveral  attempts,  but  purfued,  attacks 
ed,  and  driven  from  their  anchors  up  the  river  bjr 
the  Provincials ;  fo  that  as  General  Montgoiner]^ 
approached  Montreal  immediately  after  the  furren* 
der  of  St.  John's,  the  Governor's  fituation,  Hiehether 
in  the  town  or  aboard  the  vcfiels^  became  equally 
critical. 

N  • 

t 

MMtreat      This  danger  was  foon  increafed  by  the  arrival  of 

tskca-      General  Montgomery  at  Montreal,  where  a  capitu«- 

lation  was  propofed  by  the  principal  French  and 

EngHfli  inhabitants,  including  a  lund  of  general 

treaty,  which  Montgomery  refufed,  as  they  were  in 

.  no  ftate  of  defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capitulation^ 
and  wcse  unable  to  fulfil  the  conditions  on  theit 

.  part.  He,  however,  gave  them  a  written  aafwer^ 
in  which  he  declared.  That  the  Continental  army 
having  a  generous  difdain  of  every  aft  of  opprefCoa 
and  violence,  and  having  come  for  the  cxpreft 
purpofe  of  giving  liberty  and  fecurity,  he,  there^ 
fore,  engaged  his  honour  to  maintain,  in  the  peace- 
able pofleiTion  of  their  property  of  every  kind»  fht 
individuals  apd  religious communitiesof  the x:ity of 
Montreal.  He  engaged  for  the  maintenance  of  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  free  excrcife  of  their  rdigioo) 
hoped  that  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  ail  the 
Canadians  would  be  eitablifhcd  upon  the  mod  per- 

*  manent  footing  by  a  Provincial  Congrcls^.  promifcd 
that  courts  of  iuilice  fhould  be  fpeedily  ellabliflied 
the  moA  liberal  plan^.  conformable  to  ihf 

^itiih 
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Bntiih  Conftltution;    and,  in  general,  complied    1775. 
ti^ith  other  articles,  fo  far  as  they  were  confiftent,   ^^'VNjr 
and  in  bis  power..   This  fecurity  being  given  to 
the  people,  his  troops  took  pofleflion  of  the  town. 

I 

Nothing  could  now  afford  the  flighteft .  hope  of 
the  prefervation  of  any  part  of  Canada  but  the  latef 
nefs  of  the  feafon.    Whether  dirough-  inability  for    * 
fo  great  an  enterprize,  or  from  difference  of  opi^ 
nion,  the  invafion  of  that  province  was  not  undcr^ 
taken  until  the  f<!^on  for  military  operations  Was 
searly  paifed.    To  balance  this,  there  remained 
but  an  handful  of  regular  troops  in  Canada,  and 
4^c  taking  of  General  Carleton,  which  feemed 
nearly  certain,  would  have  rendered  its  fate  inevi* 
table.    Fortune,  however,  determined  otherwife^ 
and  at  the  time  that  all  hopes  of  the  armed  veffels 
hmng  able  to  get  down  the  river  were  given  up^ 
and  that  Montgomery  was  preparing  batteauxwith 
iight  artillery  at  Montreal  to  attack  them  on  that 
-fide,  and  force  them  down  upon   the  batteries, 
imeans  wercfaccefsfuUy  taken- for  conveying  the 
Governor,  in  a  dark  night,  in  a  boat  with  muffled  p  , 
paddles,  paft  the  enemies  guards  and  batteries,  and  retfret^to 
lie  arrived  fafely  at  Quebec,  which  he  found  envi-*  Qucbeo 
foned  with  danger  from  an  unexpected  quarter.    ' 
As  it  was  impradicable  to  fave  the  fliips.  General 
Prefcot  was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  capitulation 
ifsith  the  Provincials,  by  which  the  whole  of  the 
river  naval  forct,  confiding  of  eleven  arm<rd  veflcls, 
vas  Surrendered  into  their  hands,  the  General  him-  ^^^^ 
Icif,  with  feveral  other  officers,  feme  gentlemen  in  ]^l^ 
the  civil  department,  Canadian  volunteers,  and  near 
izo  Englifn  foldiers,  all  of  whom  had  taken  refiige 
en-  board  upon  the  approach  of  General  Montgo^ 
inery  to  Montreal,  becoming  prifoners  of  war. 

Whilft  the  Provincials  were  (hus  carrying  on  the  8cp.  31^ 
war  in  Upper  Canada  from  the  New- York  fide, 
ind  by  the  old  beaten  courfe  of  tlie  Lakes>  an  ex* 
•*       *  ^  pedition, 
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1775.   |>e(!Itioa^  QonOdcrably  diftinguifhed  by  its  novcUyj 

<^^y^^  jpint,  eutcrprizc^  by  the  diHicultics  that  oppoled» 

Col.  Ar-  and  the  conftancy  that  fuccecded  in  its^  execution^ 

noid  t       .vaa  undertaken  dircdly  againit  the  lower  part  of 

^"'P"?"S  the  province  and  city  of  (^ebcc,  from  the  Nctv- 

tuirr  to     l&nglanci  fide,  by  a  route  wliich  had  hitherto  been 

Quebc-e,   untried,  and  coofidered  as   impra&icable.    Th^ 

byUod.    expedition  was  imdertakcn  by  Colonel  Arnold, 

«(^ho  about  the  middle  of  September,  at  the  head 

of'  two  regiiUentSt  coqfiftiiig  of  about  t  i^o  men^ 

*  marched  from  the  camp  near  Bofton,  to  Kewjbury** 

port,  at  the  mouih  of  the  river  Merrimack,  whore 

veilels  wetc  in  readinefs  to  convey  them  by  fea  to 

the  mouth  of  the  river  Kennebec,  in  New'Haa^ 

ibirc ;   a  voyage  oi  about  forty  leagues. 

On  the  22d  of  the  iame  month  they  embarked 
their  (lores  and  troops  in  doo  bateaux,  at  Gardi^. 
ner's  Town,  on  the  Kennebec,  and  proceeded  with 
great  difficulty  up  that  river,  having  a  rapid  ^reamt 
Vith  a  rocky  bottom  and  fhores,  continually  i^ter^ 
Tupted  by  falls  and  carrying  places,  with  nu^btrleff 
other  impediments  to  encounter.  In.  this  pafiiigf 
the  baitcaux  were  frequently  filled  with  water,  or 
overfet;  in  ccniequence  of  whioh  a  part  oi  their 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions  were  fometimei 
loft.  At  the  numerous  carrying  places,  bdides  the 
labour  of  loading  and  rek>adii\g,  they  weine  obliged 
to  convey  the  boats  on  their  (boulders.  The  great 
parrying  place  was  about  twelve  miles  acrofs,  'i  hat 
part  of  the  detachment  which,  was  not  employed  in 
the  b^ktteaux,  marched  along  the  banks  oi  the  river, 
%i)d  the  boats  and  men  being. diipofed  in  three  divt* 
lions,  each  diviiion  encamped  together  every  nighty 
Nor  war  the  march  by  land  more  eligible  than  the  f  a& 
fagc  by  water.  They  had  thick  woi  da^  deep  fwan.f  s^ 
dilLcult  mountains,  and  precipices,  alternately  to  eu- 
,  .  «  GoiUnter,  aJfid  were  at  times  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
for  miles  through  the  thickets.     At   the  carry inr 

pl^fis  they  w^re  obiig^  to  tiaverfe  ihciams  gro  w4 

fcveral 
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iicvend  times  heavy  loaded.    From  ail  Aefein^   1775* 
^diments  their  progrc6  wa$  of  courie  very  flow^  S^v^n/ 
being  in  gcncralonly  from  4  or  5  to  9  or  10  miles   . 
a  day.    The  conihuit  fatigue  wd  labour  caoTed 
many  to  fall  fick,  which  added  to  their  difficulties^ 
and  proviTioas  grew  at  length  fo  fcarce»  that  fome  of    ' 
the  men  eat  their  dogs,  a^d  whatever  ellc  of  any 
kind  that  could  bs  converted  to  food. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Kennebec^ 
tiicy  fent  back  their  Tick,  and  one  of  the  Coionelf 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning  with  his  divifidnt 
wider  pretence  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with* 
aot  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  the  Commander 49 
Chief,  who  bad  marched  forwards*    By  this  dcfcr« 
tion,  and  the  fick  that  were  returned,  Arnold's  de- 
todbment  were  reduced  to  about  one  third  of  its    v  .  , 
•ri^ioal  number.    They,  however^  proceeded  with 
tiieir  ufual  conftancy;    and  having   eroded  the 
heights  of  land,  as  a  ridge  that  extends  quit« 
ibrottgh  the  continent  is. called,  and  from  whence 
the  waters  on  either. fide,  take  courles  dire£Uy  con* 
trary  to  thofie  on  die  other,  they  at  length  arrived  a( 
the  head  of  the  river  Chandiere,  which  running 
through  Canada,  falls  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence^ 
SbearQasbec.  Their  diificukies  were  aow  growing  to 
ah  end,  and  they  foon  approached  tae  inhabited  parts 
cf  Canada;  on  ;t  he  3  dot  November,  a  party  which  Nor.  3d. 
th'^y  had  pufhed  forward  returned  Witli  provifions  ^     . . 
and  they  loon  afcer  came  to  a  houfe,  being  the  iirft  cq^  the 
they  had  beheld:  for  thircy-one  ^ays,  having  fpent  nVer  St. 
th  I'.  wh3ie  tiiu;:  in  craverii:i ^  an  h  deou^  wilderae&,  Law- 
witbout  ever  meeting  any  thmg  human*  ^^^^ 

The  Canadians  received  them  here  with  the  fame 
^ood  will  that  Montgomery's  corps  had  experienctd 
M  the  neighbourhood  of  Montreal  ^  they  fupplied 
them  bberaily  with  proviiions  and  necefTaries,  and 
tsendered  them  every  other  affiitance  in  their  power. 
Arnold  imm^acfiy  pubhibcd  an  addfttls  to  the 

people 


thcCa- 
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177^.   people  figned  by  General  Wafiitngion,>of  the  fam4 

^^^"^"^^  nature  with ,  that  which  had  been  before  tfiued  bf 

His  Ad*  Schuyler  and  Montgomery.  They  were  invited  to  join 

drcfi  to     %vith  the  other  colonies  in  an  indiiToluble  union.  Ta 

range  themfelves  under  the  iUndard   of   general 

liberty.     They  were  informed,  that  the  armament 

t^as  fent- into  the  province,  not  to  plunder,  but  to 

protect  and  animate  them  ^  that  they  themfciiiret 

were  enjoined  to  aft,  and  to  confider  themfeives, 

as  in  the  country  of  their  bed  friends ;  they  were 

rcqueftcd^  therefore,  not  to  defert  their  habitations; 

nor  fly  from  their  friends  j  but  to  provide  them  with 

fuch  fupplies  a$  their  country  afforded ;  and  he 

pledged  himfelf'/or  their  fafety  and  feaurtty,  sm 

well  as  for  an  ample  compenfation.  ,  *      .^' 


« 

■^ 


State  of        The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this  time  in  m  ftatc.of 
afFairs  at    great  wcaknef^,  as  well  as  internal  difcontait  an<^ 
Quebec,    diforder.    The  BritiQi  merchants  and  inhabitants 
had  been  long  much  difgufted  and  di&tisiied.  TheiA 
oppoHtion  to  the  Quebec  Ad,  and  the  petition^ 
which  they  had  fcnt  to  England  upon  that  fubje^ 
bad  been  grievoufly  reftnted  bv  their  cwn  govam^ 
mcnt ;  and  from  that  period,  they  had,  as  the  dif^ 
contented  faid,  not4>nly  been  flighted  and  treated 
with  indifferendi ;  but  even  pegardcd  with  an  ap^ 
parent  eye  of  diftruft  and  iufpiciom    They  com- 
'  ^  plained,  thtt  as  the  great  political  obje&  in  that' 
country,  was  to  -attach  the  native  Cana^ans  inviol- 
ably to  government,  fo  the  French  nobleiTe,  and 
qvil  officers,  became,  excepting  the  Britiih  mili* 
tary,  the  only  favourites  ;«aad  thefe  baying  food' 
^     'acquired  the  manias  aiK^afi'e^^latioas^f  all  other 
courtiers  and  favourites,  paiTed  no  occafioii  to  in* 
fultthe  Englifti  a8imaU:ontents,wi4thc  violence  of 
their  zeal,  and  the  outrageoufnefs  of  their  loysJty;. 
They  reprefented^  that  thefe  new  courtiers  induftri-- 
oufly  broug^  up  quellions  upon  public  affurs,  and* 
difcourfes  upon  government  in  their  company,  and- 
tiien  conifarucd  that  fseedom  <3^*  opinion,  which  the» 
:  •  .  native 
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fis^ive  Engliih  had  derived  fr^m  natuce  and  habit^  ^^775* 
as  well  as  from,  prefent  di£pontent,  as  proceed- 
ing from  real  ill  defign  and  difaife^ipn.  There 
needs  not  a  ftrongcr  proof  bow* little  th^y  were  truft* 
ed  or  regarded,  than  that  when  the  troops  were 
feat  off  to  Montreal  ai^d  the  Sorel  to  oppofe  the 
rebels,  notwithflanding  the  very  alarming  ilate  of 
public  affair^,  .and  that  the  cily,  together  witb  the 
large  property  which  they  poffeffed  in  k,  were  left 
cxpqfed  without  a  garrUbn ;  yet  their  application 
for  leave  to  be  embodied  asa  militia  for  its  defence^ 
to  far  from  being  complyed  with,  was  not  even,  as 
ttiey  affirmed,  deemed  wortlxy  of  an  a^fwer^  How 
SAucji  of  this  reprefentation  was  (hq  mere  effed  of 
difcontent,  we  cannot  undertake  to  fay..  It,  is  cer- 
tain that  great  heartburnings  and  animofities  pre- 
vailed among  the  Engliih  civil  fubjeds  and  the  uiili^ 
tary  power  in  that  government,  which  tlie  C^ebec 
mSi  irritated  and  inflsMUcd  to  a  high  degree. 

Neither  docs  jt  appear  that  any  great  reliance 
could  be  placed  at  that  time  upon  the  Frtench  in- 
habitants for  the  defenqe  of  the.pty.  Many  of 
them  were  at  lead  wavering,  and  fome  worfe.  As 
t$>  otlier  ihatters,  there  w^re  i\o  troops  of  any  fort  in 
the.  phc^  until  M'Lean's  handful  of  new  raifed 
emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorrel.  Some  marines 
which  the  Governor  had  fent  for  Bodon,  were  re- 
fund by  a  naval  council  of  war,  from  the  latenefs 
of  the  feafon,  and  the  danger  of  the  navigation^ 
The  militia^  however,  had  been  lately  embodied  by 
the  Lieut;nant-Governo4r . 


guch  ^was  the  •flate  of  ,^fiai?s  at  Quebec,  when  Nov.  ptlu 
Arnold  .and  his  party  appeared  at  Poi^it  Levi,  oppo-  Arnold 
Xue  the  town.    The.  river  was  fortunately  between  W^^^^  , 
them,  and  the  boats  fecured,  otherwife  it  feems  q^ucL^c 
tbighly  probable  that  they  would  have  become  maf. 
^ers  of  tlie  place  in  the  tiril  furprife  and  confufion. 
This  defed  was^  indeed  reme4icd  in  a  few  days  by 

the 


1 775;  the  alacrity  6i  the  Canadiaiis,  who  flipplied  tbit m  with 
canoe€»  and  they  effe&ed  their  psUTage  in  a  darlc 
night,  notwitfaftanding  the  ^igibincc  of  the  arnxd 
veflels  and  frigates  of  war  in  the  river.  But  the 
eritkal  moment  was  ii6w  palTed.  The  dtfcontent^ 
inhabhants,  Engliih  and  Canadians,  as  ficxm  as  dan  • 
ger  prcficd,  united  for  their  common  defence* 
They  became  ferioufly  alarmed  for  the  immenlis 
property  whfch  Quebec  contained.  -  They  deiired 
to.  be,  and  were,  embodied  aiid  arihed.  The  failors 
bad  landed,  and  were  at  the  batteries  to  lerve  cii^ 
guns,  the defenoaits were  coniidcr^bly  fiiperi^  m 
number  to  the  aliailanta,  and  Arnold  hc.d  no  artillery* 
In  thefe  circumtiantes,  his  only  hope  muft  hatit 
been  the  defe6lion  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  dila}iA 

Eointed  in  that,  nothing  rcma.ncd  prafiicable  tot 
im,  but  intercepting  the  roads,  and  cutting  oft  the 
fupplies,  until  the  arrival  of  Montgomery.  He 
accordingly  paraded  for  Ibme  days  on  the  heightt 
near  the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to  lummon  the 
inhabitants  ^  but  they  were  fired  at,  and  no  mef- 
fa^e  admitted ;  upon  which,  he  at  length  drew 
ofi  his  detachment  into  garters  of  refrelhment*    * 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery  having  found 
plenty  of  woollen  manufa^ures,  and  cth«r  artickt 
of  wear,  at  Montreal,  took  that  opportunity  of  new» 
cloathing  his  troops,  who  had  iuffered  exceihvely 
from  the  fev^rity  of  the  climate,  the  deepnefoof  the 
roads,  and  the  want  of  covering  fuitable  to  fuch 
(ircumftancesi  Notwithftaading  the  fiatteting 
appearance  of  his  fuccefle^,-  the  fituation  of  that 
commander  was  far  from  being  enviable  ;  and  in* 
deed  was  attended  with  continual  and  growing  diffi- 
culties, that  nothing  lefs  than  his  own  genius  coold 
furmount.  The  difficulty  of  conducing  and  govern- 
ing an  army,  composed  wholly  of  new  foldiers,  and 
thefc  led  diredly  nrom  thegr  civil  occupations  to  the 
field,  even  ftippoiing  them  railed  in  old  counM 
tries,  and  where  fubordiiuttaoa4s-ihc  moft-pcrfedty 

cilabliih* 
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eftablilhcd,  will  be  conceived  by  thofc  perfbns  who  1775. 
arc  the  inoft  convcrfant  in  military  affairs.  But  ^^-""^'"^ 
here  the  tioops  were  compofed  of  men  the  moft 
unufed,  and  who  from  principles,  habits,  and  rrfan- 
ncr  of  life,  were  the  moft  averfc  to  every  idea  of 
fubordination,  of  any  civilized  people  in  the  known 
\vorld ;  they  were  to  be  trained  on  through  num-  r 

berlcfs  wants  and  diftrcffes,  through  ftrange  and 
dcfart  countries,  and  when  arrived  at  the  fccnc  of 
afiion,  with  arms* in  their  hands,  in  all  the  wanton* 
nefs  of  military  parade,  their  wants  were  to  be  en- 
dured, their  appetites  reftraincd,  and  their  liccnti- 
oufncfs  controulcd,  for  fear  of  alienating  the  affec- 
tions of  the  Canadians,  while  every  appearance  of  a 
harfh  or  ftrict  military  difcipline  was  equally  to  be 
avoided,  tinder  the  dread  of  their  own  defeftion. 
They  were  befides  only  enlifted  for  a  certain  fhort 
term,  according  to  the  ufual  praftice  of  the  colo* 
nics  ;  and  as  the  time  of  their  difcharge  now  drew 
near,  there  was  no.thing  but  the  flame  of  their  leader, 
and  affeftion  to  his  perfon,  to  keep  them  longer 
together. 

General  Carleton  arrived*  at  Quebec  about  the 
time  that  Arnold's  detachment  had  retired  from  its 
neighbourhood,  and  immediately  took  fuch  mcafures 
for  its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to  that  military 
character  which  he  had  long  eftablifhcd.  His  firft 
zSt  was  to  oblige  all  thofe  to  quit  the  town  with  their* 
famiries,  who  refufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  defence. 
The  garrifon,  including  all  others  who  did  duty, 
confilted  of  about  1500  men,  a  number,  fuppoling 
them  even  the  beil  troops,  totally  unequal  to  the 
defence  of  fuch  extenfive  works,  if  an  equal  weak- 
ncfs  had  not  .prevailed  on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers. 
Of  thefc,  it  could,  fcarcely  be  faid  that  any  were 
regulars,  McLean's  corps  being  newly  raifed,  and 
the  only  company  of  the  7th  regiment  which  had 
cfcaped  being  taken,  confifting  principally  of  re- 
cruits ;  the  reft  were  compofed  of  the  Britifli  and 
•    •     ~    .  I  i  French 
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1775.  French  miUtia,  a  few  marines,  and  about  450  lea* 
yy^  men,  belonffing  to  the  King's  frigates,  aiid  to  the 
merchant  flups  that  wintered  in  the  harbour.  Thefc 
lad,  habituated  to  the  management  of  great  guns, 
and  to  prompt  manoeuvres  were  the  real  flrengtli 
of  the  garrifon. 

Is  joined       Montgomery,  bavmg  left  fomc  troops  in  Mon* 
by  Gen,   ^y^j^i  j^jj^  ^^  Jqj^j^  2^^  fgjjj  detachments  into  difFc- 

^^^^'  rent  parts  of  the  province,  to  encourage  the  Cana- 
dians, as  well  as  to  forward  fupplies  of  provifions 
and  neceflaries,  puflicd  on  with  as  many  men  as 
could  be  fpared  from  thcfe  fervices,  and  foch  artil- 
4ery  as  he  could  procure,  to  join  Arnold.  Their 
march  was  in  winter ;  through  bad  roads,  in  a 
fevere  climate ;  beneath  the  fall  of  the  firft  fnows, 
and  therefore  made  under  great  hardlhips ;  which, 
however,  they  encountered  with  equal  refolution  } 
^nd  arrived  with  incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

Dec.  5th    *   Upon  their  arrival  before  the  town^  Montgomery 
.     wrote  a   letter  to  the  Governor,   magnifying  his 
^mmon^  own  ftrength,  dating  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifoti, 
^jj,       '  ihewing  the  impoffibility  of  relief,  and  recommend- 
ing  an  immediate  furrender,  to  avoid  the  dreadful 
confequcnces  which  muft  attend  a  ftorm,  irritated, 
as  he  laid,  his  viftorious  troops  were,  at  the  inju- 
rious and  cruel  treatment  which  they  had  in  various 
particulars  received  at  his  hands.     Though  the  flag 
that  conveyed  this  letter,  as  well  as  every  other  was 
fired  at,  and  all  communication  abfolutely  forbid- 
-dcu  by  the  Governor,  Montgomery,  found  other 
means  to  convey  a  letter  of  the  fame  nature ;  but 
iicither  threats    nor  dangers  .  could  produce  any 
cffeft  upon  the  inflexible  firmnefs  01  the  vctcrai> 
Governor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Montgomery's  forces 
were  very  much  fuperior  in  number  or  quality,  to 
ftbofc,  fuch  as  they  were,  who  defended  the  town*  * 

'        ;'       Hi» 
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His  only  praf)p6St  of  fiic<!cfe  fecmcd  therefore  ibJyc    1775. 
founded* upon  the  im|>refflon  whieh  the  parade  of  v-'^'^'n^ 
his  preparations,  and  the  violence  of  his  attacks 
might  make  upon  the  motley  garrifon,  or  if  thofe 
failed,  to  weary  them  out  by  continual  motions  and 
falfe  alarms.     He  accordingly  commenced  a  bom- 
"bardtncnt,  with  five  fmall  mortars,  which  comhnilicd  W«g«^  * 
for  fome  days,  and  might  have  been  fuppofed  to 
have  anfwercd  the  former  of  thofe  intentions,  by  | 

throwing  the  garrifon  into  difordcr ;  but  the  imre-  ^ . 

pidity  of  tht  Governor,  feconded  by  the  braveryi, 
inderatigable  induftry  and  perfeverance  of  the  chief 
officers,' as  well  as  the  aSivityof  the  featnen  and 
marines,  prevented  the  expelled  effeft.  We  muft- 
do  jufticc  alfo  to  the  garrifon  in  g<«neral,  who  nobly 
followed  the  example,  and  fupported  the  bravery 
of  their  commanders,  and  endured  the  incommodi* 
tieS)  wants  and  diftrefTes,  incident  to  fo  long  a  fiege, 
joined  to  a  moft  grievoufly  fdvcre  and  linremitted 
duty,  with  wonderfuj  conftancy  and  rcsfolution. 

In  a  few  days  Montgomery  opened  a  fix-gun 
battery  at  about  700  yards  diftancc  from  the  walls; 
but  his  metal  was  too  light  to  produce  any  confide<» 
rable  eflfcd.  In  the  mean  time  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  feverity  of  the  climate 
was  fuch,  that  human  nature  feemed  incapable  ol 
withftanding  its  force  in  the  field.  The  hardfliiptf 
and  fatigues  which  the  Provincial  foldiers  under- 
ifcnt,  both  from  the  feafou,  and  the  fmaljncfs  of 
Acir  number,  feemed  incredible,  and  could  only 
be  cadured  from  their  cnthufiaftic  adherei}cc  to 
their  caufe,  and  through  the  affedion  or  efteem 
which  they  bore  to  their  Ceneral.  This  conftancy 
xnufl:  however  fail,  if  the  evils  were  increafed,  or 
A)o  long' continued.  The  time  for  which  many  of 
the  foldiers  had  engaj^ed  was  alfo  expired,  or  ex- 
piring ;  and  it  could  not  be  anfwercd  how  foon 
they  might  infift  upon  returning,  home,  nor  whe» 
iber  fuch  an  event  would  not  totally  break  up  the 

little 
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1775.    little  army.     It  is  faid,  that  the  New- York  men 

^^^^^^^  were  too  fenfiblc  of  the  climate,  and  did  'hot  flicw 

the  vigour  or  perfevcrance  of  thofc  liardy  Ncw- 

Englanders  who  had  traverfcd  the  defarts  with 

Arnold. 

Attempt  .  In  thcfe  circumftanccs,  Montgomery  thought  that 
to  take  fomething  dccifive  muft  immediately  be  done,  or 
?^ef^aU  ^^^  ^^^  benefit  of  his  paft  fucceffcs  would,  in  a 
ale!  ^^ '  great  degree,  be  loft  to  the  caufc  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  his  own  renown,  which  now  flione  in 
great  Jullrc,  be  dijnmed,  if  not  obfcured.  He  knew 
the  Americans  would  confidcr  Quebec  as  takrn 
from  the  inftant  that  thcv  had  heard  of  his  arrival 
•before  it.  That  the  higher  their  expectations  were 
raifed,  the  more  grievous  the  difappointment  would 
be  in  cafe  of  a  failure.  Their  confidence  of  fuecefs 
wns  founded  upon  the  high  opinion  which  they  held 
.of  his  courage  and  al^ility ;  to  forfeit  that  opinioB, 
was  the  worli  of  all  polfible  confequenccs.  Yet, 
to  attempt  the  city  by  ftorm,  with  a  garrifon  equal 
in  number  to  the  ailailants,  and  the  great  natural 
ftrength  of  the  upper  towH  to  encounter,  which  is 
one  of  thofe  places  tl^t  are  ufually  called  impreg* 
nable,  feemed  an  effort  truly  defperate.  But  great 
minds  are  feldom  good  calculators  of  danger;  and 
if  the  glory  in  view  bi:  great,  do  not  minutely  at^ 
tend  to  the  difficulties  which  lie  in  their  way  to  that 
objcft.  Indeed,  the  moft  illuftrrous  military  at- 
chicvements,  in  all  age^,  have  owed  their  fuccefe  to 
a  noble  contempt  of  common  forms,  and  common 
calculations.  Fortune,  in  contempt  of  the  pride  of 
man,  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  great  arbiter 
in  war,  •  Upon  the  whole,  Montgomery,  depend- 
ing much  upon  fortune,  and  not  a  little  upon  the 
nature  and  difpofition  of  the  garrifon,  determined 
upon  a  defperate  attempt  to  carry  the  place  by 
ti'calade. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  he  -was  making  the  ncceflary  preparations  *775. 
for  this  purpofe,  it  is  faid  the  garrifon  rcccivc4  inteU  ^^y>^^^ 
ligence  of  it  by  fome  deferters,  and  that  be  per- 

•  <:ciYcd,  by  their  motions,  that  they  were  not  only 
acquainted  with  the  general  defign,  but  with  the 
particular  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  which 

•  they  were  accordingly  preparing  with  the  utmoft  * 
vigour  and  order  to  oppofe.  This  untoward  circum* 
Xtancc,  rendered  a  total  change  in  his  original  dif* 
pofitions  ncceffary,  and  it  is  not  impoffible,  that 
this  difarrangemcnt  had  a  confidcrablc  influence  oh, 
the  fuccecding  events.  However  that  was,  early 
in  thp  morning,  on  the  laft  day  of  tke  year  1775, 
and  under  the  cover  of  a  violent  (how  ftorm,  he 
proceeded  to  this  arduous  attempt.    He  had  dif- 

^  pofed  of  his  little  army  iu  four  divifions,  of  which 
two  carried  on  falfe  attacks  againd  the  upper  town, 
whiUl  himfelf  and  Arnold  conduced  two  real 
againft  oppofite  parts  of  the  lower.  By  this  means 
the  alarm  was  general  in  both  towns,  and  might 
liave  difconcertcd  the  moft  experienced  troops ; 
from  the  fide  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along  the 
fortified  front,  and  ronnd  to  the  Bafoiu, every  part 

.    fcemed  equally  threatened,  if  not  equally  in  danger. 

About  five  o*clock,  Montgomery,  at  the  head  of 
the  New- York  troops,  advanced  againft  the  lower 
town,  at  Aunce  de  Mere,  under  Cape  Diamond  ; 
but  from  fome  difficulties  which  intervened  in  his 
approach,  the  fignal  for  engaging  had  been  given, 
and  the  garrifon  alarmed,  before  he  couid  reach  the 
place.  He  however  prefTed  on  in  a  narrow  fi!e, 
upon  a  fcanty  path,  with  a  precipice  to  the  river  oa 
one  fide,  and  an  hanging  rock  over  him ;  feized 
and  paficd  the  firfl  barrier,  and  accompanied  by  a 
few  of  his  braveft  officers  and  men,  marched  boldly 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to  attack  the  fecond. 
This  barrier  was  much  flrongcr  than  the  ftrft.  Se- 
veral cannon  were  there  planted,  loaded  with  grape 
fhot.     From  tkefe,  as  well  as  from  a  wsU-direfted 

au4 
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1-775.  and  ibpported  JBrc  of  mufqufetry,  an  end  wa«  at 

^^y^^^  6nc6  put  to  the  hopes  of  this  enierpri^ing  officer, 

and  to  the  fortune  of  bis  party  in  Canada*     The 

General  himfelf,  with  his  Aid  dc  Camp,  fome  other 

Montgo-  offictr»,  and  moft  of  thofc  who  tvcre  near  his  per- 

meiy  U-  fojiii  fell  upon  the  fpot.*    The  command  devoked 

led.  tipoil 


!*<< 


.  •  Thus  fell  RICHARD  MONTGOMERY.  Efq?  tvha 
Chara^er  ^at  a  gentlemen  of  excellent  failuly  of  the  North  of  Ireland^ 
and  brother  X.6  Alex.  Montgomery^  Efq;  one  of  the  prcTent 
knights  of  the  fttre  for  the  ctfiiiily  of  Donegal.  Soth  thcfc 
gentleman  f^rved  their  country,  in -the  late  wars,  under  Ocneraj 
Wolfe,  with' the  greatcil  military  abilities  ;  and  about  the  year 
X763,  the  prefcat  (urvivor  of  the  two,  threw  up  hit  commiffiofi 
under  L.  T.  to  have  an  opporlun'ty  of  adjufting  a  certaia 
aJfiir  of  hunor,  wlicrcin  he  thoii^'n  Linirdf  flighted  by  the 
picf'i-nng  of  a  jutrior  oificer  to  a  vank  he  Hiould  ha<'e  fucceedt  4 
to.  Thjcouf^ituents  cf  the  coutJty  of  Donegal,  in  teRtmoifj  of 
their  entire  apprjbntion  of  his  martial  condu6l,  geatroudy' 
prcre:;t:.i  Iilin  v/iili  hi»  feat  in  parliament,  for  that  county^  a^ 
tlie  la:e  ir^.i.ril  election*  free  of  all  expcnce,  \thcre  he  haa 
tlow  an  opp.irt(i»r*ry  of  (hining  with  e<jual  luftre  id  the  cabinet, 
fliul  he  formerly  did  in  the  field* 

The  excellency  of  Richard* i  qualiiicatioDS  and  difpofitioa 
(who  thus  fcH  in  the  prime  of  life)  had  procured  him  aa  ua* 
Common  (Hare of  private  alTcclion,  as  his  abilities  hffd  uf  public 
clleem  ;  and  there  vvas  probably  no  man  cng^ed.  on.  the 
fame  fide»  and'fett  on  either,  whofe  lofe  would  have  been  To  Riuch 
regretted  both  in  England  and  America.  He  is  xcprefenfed  aSt 
a  real  and  eager  lorer  uf  Liberty  ;  and  having  roairicd  a  Ladyi 
a'nd  purchifcd  an  eft  ate  in  Ncw-Vork,  was  from  thence  induced 
fb  confider  himfelf  as  an  American.  Thus,  fay  his  friends,  he 
was  led  by  i>rmctple,  to  quit  the  fweet«  of  an  cafy  fortune,  the 
enjoymeat  of  a  lotcd  and  philofophical  rural  ]ife>  with  th4 
hi^heft  domeilic  felicity,  to  take  an  adive  (hare  in  all  th^  mifc- 
rjts  and  dangers  of  the  prefent  troubles.  He  had  undoubted!/ 
Ct)nriderable,  and  probably  great,  military  abilities  ;  and  it  re 
m.iins  to  be  lamrnted,  that  a  man  who  feemed  fo  well  formed  to 
&pport  the  iiiterefts  and  glory  of  his  country  againft  her  natu- 
ral foea^  fhould'have  periihedin  an  unnatural  and  xnoft  unhaprp/ 
civil  conteih  In  America,  he  w*as  revered  as  a  martyr,  to  the 
c:iure  of  human  nature,  and  the  liberties  of  mankind.  What 
\<'aymorc  cxtrnordinary,  the  moft  powerful  fpcakers  in  the  BrN 
dih  parliament  difplaycd  their  eloquence  in  praifmg  his  virtuGS 
^ud  lameniiog .  h»  fate.  A  great  orator,  and  veteran  fellow^ 
,  foMier 
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upgn  a  Mr.  Campbell/  who  immedialdy  retired   1775. 
wthout  aay  furtbcr  effort.     Whether  Jic  yielded  v>'>^'nj^ 
'  too-  eaiily  to  the  ftrft  imprcffion,  as  the  Americans  Camp- 
^ffertcd,  k  is  ImpoffiWe  for  thofe  who  are  not  per-  ^^^^  ^c- 
feaiy  Acquainted  with  all  the  particniars  to  deter* 
mine. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  with  a  body  of  thofe 
troops  who  had  originally  fignalized  thenifelves  by 
the  mcoio^'ablc  expedition  under  his  command  into  .      . . 
Canada,   fupportcd  by  fomc  New-York  artillery,  ^^^^^ 
made  their  attempt  on  that  part  of  the  town  called  the  ficgc. 
the  3aut  au  Matelot,  and  having  penetrated  through 
St.  Roques,  they  attacked  a  fmall  but  well  defend/^ 
ed  battery,  which  they  carried  with  ccnfidcrabte 
lofs,  after  an  hour's  (harp  engageme«t.     They  bad 
likewife  the  fortune  upon  this  occafiofi  te  be  left 
without  a  commander ;  for  Arnold's  leg  being  (hat-  Arnold 
tcred  by  a  fliot,  he  was  ncceffarily  carricdoff  to  the  wounded, 
camp.     His  place  was,  however,  well  f^applied  by* 
the  goodnels  of  the  ofircers,  and  the  refolution  of 
the  men  ^    who  being  ignorant  of  Montgomery's 
misfortune,  were  fo  far  from  being  difpirited  by 
their  own,  that  they  puflicd  on  with  great  vigour,* 
and  made  tbemlelvcs  mafters  of  aaocher  barrier. 

« 

The  garrifon  pow.  being^  recovered  from  their 
furprize,  and  their  hands  cleared  in  all  other  quar- 
ter?, 

foMIer  of  his  in  the  late  war,  fhed  abundance  of  tears,  whilil  he 
ejcpajtiated  on  tbcir  fail  firiendfhip  and  participatk>fi  of  fervjce 
in  th^t  fcJfon  of  enterprize  and  glorjr.  Cv^  the  inioiftct  ix- ' 
tolled  hi$  Tirtues,  while  he  condemned  ihe  rcbcUioua  caufe  they. 
were  employed  in,  and  the  fatal  cCe^s  which  (Ucir  mi&akca 
applkati;on  had  produced. 

,  All  enmity  to  this  ▼eteraa  fqUter  expired  with,  hitf  life,  tnd  re«  * 
fpeft  to  his  private  character  prevailed  over  all  other  cppiidera* 
(ions.  By  the  orders  of  General  Carlcton,  his  dead  body  re- 
ceived every  poilible  mark  of  diilindtiou  from  the  vidlors,  and 
was  interred  i«  Quebec,  on  the  ift  day  of  Jan.  17761  with  all 
lac  military  honours  due  to  a  brave  fuldier. 
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1775,  terty  had  time  to  attend  to  the  fituation  of  Arnold's 
divUi«n,  and  to  perceive  the  opportunity  ii^hich  was 
offered  of  cutting  them  off.  Their  fituation  vri^ 
inchj  that  in  attempting  a  retreat,  they  muit  pafs 
for  a  confiderabie  way  within  fifty  yardslof  the 
walls,  ezpofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifbn. 
To  render  their  fate  inevitable,  a  confiderabie  de- 
tachment, with  feveral  field  pieces,  ilfued  through 
a  gate  which  commanded  that  paffage,  and  attacked 
them  furiouily  in  the  rear,  whilft  they  were  already 
fully  occupied  in  every  other  part,  by  the  troops 
which  now  poured  upon  them  from  all  quarters. 
In  thefe  delperate  circumftances,  without  a  pofli- 
bility  of  cfcape,  attacked  on  all  fides,  and  under 
every  difadvantage  of  ground  as  well  as  number, 
they  obftinatdy  defended  themfelves  for  three 
hours,  and  at  length  furrendered  prifoners  of  war. 

The  prifoners  were  treated  with  the  greatefl 
humanity  by  General  Carleton  ;  a  condu£k,  which 
the  habitual  military  feverity  of  his  temper,  render- 
ed  the  more  honourable.  It  appears  by  comparing 
.  di&rent  circumilances  previous  and  lubfequent  to 
this  engagement,  that  the  rebels,  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prifoners,  did  not  lofe  fewer  than  half  their 
number  5  and  z  letter  from  Arnold,  written  foon 
after,  flates  their  remaining  force  at  only  700*  men. 

The  Governor  and  officers  acquired  great  and 
defended  honour  by  this  defence,  and  the  behaviour 
of  the  raw  garrifon  would  have  done  credit  to  vete- 
rans. It  afforded  an  inftance,  how  far  the  conduct 
and  example  of  a  few  brave  and  experienced  officers 
might  operate,  in  rendering  the  raweft  and  worft 
formed  troops  refpe£table.  *  Indeed,  the  emulation 
arifing  between  the  different  orders  of  men  which 
compofed  the  garrifon,  probably  converted  an  ap- 
parent weakncfs  into  a  real  ftrength. 

The 


A 
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The  bdicgers  Immediately  quitted  their  camp)    ^775^ 
and  retired  about  three  ittilqs  ffoni  the  city,  inhere  v^rv^ 
they  ftrengthened  their  qoartefs  in  the  bcft  mahner  p^ovin- 
tf^y  were  able,  being  apprehcnftveTrf  a  {lurfuit  and  dalt  rc- 
attack  from  the  g^rHon.    The  ktter,  however,  tJrc  from 
though  new  fuperior  in  number,  were  tinfir£>r  a  Jfcr-  b^orcthe 
vice  of  that  nature,  and  their  able  Governor,  with  a  ^^•^ 
degree  of  wildom  and  fobtiety  eqouKjiD'fais  intre^ 
pi&ty  aiid  finnnefs,  contehted  himfelf  with  the  un* 
expeded  advantage   aqd  lecurity  he.  had* gained, 
without  hazarding  the  fate  of  the  province,  and 
perhaps  6f  Amefictf;  in  iny  nt(h  eisc^riee*     The 
tity  Wi9  ifow  completely  out  of  danger,  and  the 
great  fuccours  which  were  edtpeftedv  coidd  not  hH 
to  relieve  the  whole  province*  •  ^ 

•  By  the  death  6f  Montgoimery,  the  command  of 
the  Atnerican  army  devolved  upon  Arnold,*  whofe 
,  wodnd  rendered  him^  for  the  prefent,  unequal"  to  fo 
arduous  a  taflc.  Their  perfeverance  wass,  however, 
aftoniihing  in  their  circumdances.  They  had  loft 
befides  their  General,  (in  whom  it  mignt  be  faid 
all  their  hopes  and  confidence  refided)  the  befl  of 
their  officers,  and  the  braveft  of  their  fellows,  with 
a  part  of  their  fmall  artillery.  The  hop?  of  aiBft- 
ance  was  diftant,  and  at  beft,  the  arrival  of  fuccours 
mud  be  flow.  It  was  well  known  that  the  Cana-  * 
dians,  befides  being  naturally  quick  and  fickle  in 
their  refolutions,  were  peculiarly  difpoled  to  be 
btafled  by  fuccefs,  fo  that  their  afliftance  now  grew 
extremely  precarious.  The  feverity  of  a  Canada 
winter,  was  alfo  far  beyond  any  thing  they  were  ac« 

K  k  quainted 

*  It  18  unncccflaiy  here  to- trouble  the  reader  with  any  de* 
tached  account  ef  this  gentlemen.  His  charader  as  a  foldicr^ 
{if  Act  ful^entJY  delineated  in  this  wonderful  expedition  of 
his  to  Canada  to  ftamp  his  fame,)  fully  opens  itfelf  in  the  fuc* 
cceding  campaigns  of  thefe  unhappy  troubles,  where  we  fee 
this  brave  American,  anisMted  with  the  love  of  his  country* 
and  in  fupport  of  what  he  calls  her  rights  and  liberties,  always 
forrnaoft  in  every  perilous  attMSfitto  her  refcuc. 
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X  775.  quaintcd  with, .  and  the  fnow  lay  above  four  feet  deep 
'  —  '  upon  a  level.  In  thefc  circumftances,  it  required 
no  {mall  ihare  of  activity,  a$  veil  as  addrefs,  to 
keep  them  in  any  manner  together.  Arnold,  who 
had  hidierto  dilplayed  uncommon  talents  in  his 
march  mto  Canada,  (which  may  be  compared  to 
the  greateft  tUngs  done  in  that  kind)  difcover^d  On 
this  occaiion  the  utmoft  vigour  of  a  determined 
m'md»  and  a  genius  full  of  refources.  .  Defeated 
and  wounded  as  he  was»  he  put  his  troops  into  fuch  a 
fituation  as  to  keep  them  ^U  formidable.  He  dif* 
patched  an  exprc£i  to  Woofter,  who  was  at  Mon* 
treal»  to  bring  fuccours,  and  to  afiume  the  tommand  j 
but  as  this  could  not  be  done  immediately,  he  bore 
up  with  the  force  he  hadagainft  (he  difficulties  with 
which  he  was  furrounded.  From  that  time,  the 
fiege  was  for  fome  months  converted  into  a  block* 
ade,  and  Arnold  found  means  effedually  to  ob* 
itrud  the  arrival  of  any  fupplies  of  provifions  or 
neceflaries  in  the  town. 


#  4 
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C  H  A  P.    X.  - 

Tranfanhm  in  the  prwinces  ^Virginitt,  the  North  end  Sonth 
Cflrolnuu,  wtb  the  general  peeurrence'j  9/ptier  eipienief  in 
tkgjear  1775. 

DURING  thefe  proceedinn  in  Canada,  a  long   1775. 
£ourfe  of  jealoufy,  diftrult,  fufpidon,  and  al«  Vv>^ 
tercation,  between  the  Governor,  and  the  nu^or 
part  of  the  governed,  in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  Virginia, 
finally  terminated  in  open  hoftility,  and  a  ruinous, 
inteftinal,    and  predatory  war.      Thefe  .unhappy 
eSeds  arofe  (as  is  too  frequently  the  cafe)  from  a 
caufe  apparently  unimpoortaot ;  but  as  the  heat  of 
controverfy  nouriihed  the  quarrel,  fo  mutual  dif- 
truft  and  apprehenfion  fupplied  the  place  of  an 
objedt 

The  people  of  that  colony,  as  we  have  formerly 
fhewn,  had  been  at  leafi:  as  forward  as  any  other, 
in  all  the  common  ads,  of  fending  Delegates  to  the 
General  Congrefs,  acceding  to  its  decrees,  under 
whatever  form  or  title  they  iifued,  and  in  the  infti- 
tuting  of  committees,  and  the  entering  into  aflbcia- 
tions,  among  themfelves.  They  were  alfo  among 
the  freed  in  expreiling  their  refolution,  and  the 
readieft  in  fhewing  their  determination,  to  fupport 
at  all  riiques  and  events,  what  they  deemed,  or 
termed,  the  rights  of  America.  But  in  other  re* 
fpeds,  the  greateit  order  and  quiet  was  preferved 
in  that  province  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  uneafi- 
nefs  excited  by  the  prorogation  or  difTolution  of 
their  afTemblies,  and  the  confequent  expiration 
of  their  militia  laws,  (which,  in  a  country  where 
a  great  majority  of  the  people  are  in  a  (late 
of  ilavery,  was  a  circumftance  of  the  mod  alarm- 
ifig  nature,  and  which  nught  have  been  attended 
with  the  moft  fatal  confequences)  yet  with  thefe 
caufcs  of  complaint,  the  people  feemed  to  pay  a 

more 


1775' 
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more  than  common  degree  of  attention  and  per 
fonal  regard  to  the  £arl  oi  DmiHiorey  their  Gover- 
nor. 


MiKtit 

embodi» 


FrcMtt-        In  this  ftate  pf  thinga,  howqyer^  the  "vaat  of  a 

cial  con-   legal  afTemblyy  Teemed  to  give  fome  fanftion  to- the 

K^  •'       holding  of  a  convention,  a  Provincial  Congrefs  was 

^^^         afiemUedia  the  month  of.  March,  17759   who  im- 

Mar.  0dr  mediately  (under  the  cover  of  an  old  law  of  the  year 

1738,  which  they  iaid  to. he  flUl  efie&ive)  took  mea* 

(ures  for  arxayin^  the  militia  v  but  to  fuppl?  in  fame 

degree  thofe  deteds  in  that  ktw,  to  remeoy  which, 

as  they  pretended,  alL  foblequent  ones  had  been 

paflfed,  mey  recommended  to  each  comity  to  raife 

a  volunteer  company,  for  the  better  defence  and 

protedion  of  the  country. 

Ap.  aoth  This  interference  in  the  militia,  probably  alarmed 
the  Governor,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  eisiufe, 
that  rendered  the  public  magazine  bebnguig  to  the 
colony  in  the  capital  city  of  Wiihamiburgh,  an 
objed  of  his  s^)prehenfion.  However  that  was,  he 
ibon  afterwards  employed  the  Captain  of  an  armed 
veifcl,  which  lay  at  a  few  mties  diitance  in  James 
River,  with  a  detachment  of  marines,  to  coAvey  the 
powder^  by  night,  fi:om  thcmagasane  onboard 
his  (hip. 

Though  this  meafure  was  conduded  with  KT^^ 
privacy,  it  was  by  fome  means  difcovered  the  cnluing 
morning,  when  the  apparent  fecrecy,  and  feeming 
myfteriouihefs,  of  the  ad,  increafed  the  confter* 
nation  and  alarm  among  the  inhabitants,  who  im« 
mediately  aifembled  with  fuch  arms  as  they  had  at 
hand,  with  an  intention  of  demanding,  or,  perhaps^ 
obtaining,  reftitution  of  th^,  gun-powder.  The 
Mayor  and  corporation,  however,  prevented  thtic 
proceeding  to  any  extremities,  whilfl  they  prefente4 
an  addrefs  to  the  Governor,  .fiating  the  injury,  re- 
claiming the  powder  as  a  matter  of  rights  and  ibew<r 

ing 
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log  t&e  dangers  to  which  Ady  were  peculiarly  Ha-    1775. 
blc  friMn  the  iiifurre£lion  of  their  flaves ;  a  calar   wv 
mity,  which  had  fojr  fome  time  bcci^  particularly 
^prehended,  and  which  the  removal  of  their  pDly 
meaaa  of  dcienee,  would  at  a^y  (ime  have  accelerated. 


'« 


His  Lordfliip  acknowledged)  that  the  gux^pow^ 
der  had  been  re^ioved  by  lus  order  i  faid^  that  as  he 
liad  heard  of  aa  infurre^ion  in  a  neighbouring 
couxUry^  and  did  qpt  thin.k  it  i^cur^  in  the  maga- 
zine, he  had  it  conveyed  to  a  place  of  perfe£t  fe- 
curity  ;  but  gaye  his.-.word*  tliat  whenever  an  occa- 
fioa  rendered  it  neeeOkryy  it  ihould  b^  immediately 
returncit...  He  *>alfo  faid^  that  it  had  been  removed 
in  the  aighl .  to  prevent  giving  alarm ;  exprefled 
great  furprize  at  the. people's  aifembling  in  arms; 
and  obferved  that .  he  could  not  think  it  prudent  to 
put  powder  into  their  hands  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

Whatever   feti^fafiion  this  anfwer  might  have 
aSbrded  to  the  magiitrates,  they  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  retire  quietly  to  their  houfes,  without  any 
remarkable  outrage,  that  we  can  learn,  having  been 
coauoitted ;   indeed  it  appeared,  firom  depolition^ 
afterwards  taken  by  order  of  the  aflcmWy,  that- the 
officers   of  the  men  of  war  on  that  flation,  and 
partkttlarly  the  gentleman  who  might  be  Ipppofed 
to   have  rendered  himfelf  obnoxious  by  removing 
the  powder,  appeared  publicly  in  the  fur-cts  during 
the  time  of  the  greateft  commotion,  without  their 
receiving  the  fknadleft  infult.     A  report,  being,  how- 
ever, fj^zd  m  the  evening,  that  detachments  from 
the  mea  of  vr^r  were  upon  their  march  to  the  city, 
the  people  again  took  tp  their  arms,  and  continued 
all  night  upon  the  watch,  as  if  in  expedation  oi  an 
attack  from  aa  enemy.     They  alfo  iroAU  this  time 
increafed  their  night  patroles,  and  (licwcd  an  c\  i- 
dcnt  de%a  to  protect  the  oiagazine  from  any  uir- 
tber  attempts. 

The 
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The  whole  value  of  the  powder  and  arma  in  the 
maga:pinCj  or  any  purpofc  to  which  they  wefc  capa* 
ble  of  being  converted,  either  in  the  hands  of  friends 
or  enemies,  feemed  very  inadequate  to  the  ai^m, 
fufpicion,  and  difturbanee,  which  this  meafure  cx« 
cited.  The  quantity  of  powder  removed  amounted 
only  to  fifteen  half  barrels,  containmg  fifty  pounds 
each,  of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  we  remaining 
ftock  left  bchmd  in  the  magazine,  to  about  fix  of 
the  fame  kind ;  neither  does  it  appear  that  the  num- 
ber of  ferviceable  muikets  was  fufficient  to  aniwer 
any  cffcntial  purpofc,  or  even  to  juftify  apprehen- 
fion,  and  the  caution  of  ftripping  th^  of  their 
locks,  only  marked  the  fufpicion  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded. A  confiderable  quantity  of  old  arms,  and 
common  trading  guns,  were  not  meddled  with. 
Upon  the  whole,  diis  a£t  derived  its  only  impor- 
tance, from  time,  manner,  and  circumftance. 

The  Governor  feems  to  have  been  exceedingly 
irritated  at  the  behaviour  of  the  people  in  thcfc  com- 
motions, and  perhaps  refented  too  highly,  for  fuch 
times,  their  affcmbling  in  arms,  not  only  without, 
but  with  an  evident  intention  to  oppofe  his  audio- 
rity.  In  this  warmth  of  temper  fome  threats  were 
thrown  out,  which  upon  a  cooler  refle^on  would 
probably  have  been  avoided.  Among  tbefc,  a 
threat  of  fetting  up  the  royal  ftandard,  of  enfran- 
chizing the  negroes,  arming  them  againft  their 
mafters,  and  dcftroying  the  city,  with  other  expref- 
fions  of  a  fimilar  nature  and  tendency,  not  only 
fpread  a  general  alarm  throughout  the  colony^  but 
excited  a  kind  of  abhorrente  of  government,  and 
an  incurable  fufpicion  of  its  defigns. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  public  meetings  were 
held  in  different  counties,  in  all  of  which,  the  mea- 
fure of  fcizing  and  removing  the  powder,  as  well 
as  the  Governor's  threats,  were  reprobated  in  the 
ilrongeft  terms.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  of  Han- 
over, 
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over,  and  other  of  the  neighbouring  counties,  were    1775. 
not,   however,  fatisfied  with  fimple  declarations.   v-^^v>w' 
They  affemblcd  in  arms  to  a  confidcrablc  number,  y^rmcd 
under  the  ^onduft  of  a  IV^r.  Henry,  who  was  one  foVcc 
of  the  Provincial  Delegates  to  the  General  Congrefe,  headed 
and  marched  towards  Williamfburgh,  with  an  avow-  ^Y  »  ^*f 
cd  defign,  not  only  to  obtain  reftitution  of  the  gun-  ^^^"T- 
powder,  but  to.  take  fuch  eSeAual  meafures  for 
fccuring  the  public  treafury,  as  ihould  prevent  its 
experiencing  a  fimilar  fate  with  the  magazine.     A 
negociation  was,  however,  entered  into  with  the 
magiftrates,  when  they  had  arrived  within  a  few 
miles  of  the  dty,  tn  which  it  was  finally  fettled, 
that  the  Receiver-General  of  the  colony's  fecurity, 
for  paying  the  value  of  the  gun-powder^  ihould  be 
accepted  as  a  reftitution,  and  that  upon  the  inha- 
bitants engaging  for  the  future,  effeftually  to  guard 
both  the  trealury  and  magazine,  the  infurgents 
fbould  return  to  tneir  habitations. 

The  alarm  of  this  affair,  induced  Lady  Dunmore, 
with  the  Governor's  family  to  retire  on  board  the 
Fowcy  man  of  war  in  James  River,  whilft  his  Lord- 
Ihip,  with  the  afliftance  of  a  detachment  of  marines,  , 
converted  his  palace  into  a  little  garrifon,  fortified 
it  in  the  belt  manner  he  was  able,  and  furrounded 
it  with  artillery.     A  proclamation  from  the  Gover-  q^v^j.. 
nor  and  Council,  in  which  Henry  and  his  followers  nor's 
were  charged  with  rebellious  pradices,  in  extorting  procla- 
the  value  of  the  powder  from  the  Receiver-General,  ^nation    . 
and  the  prefent  commotions  were  attributed  to  dif-  ^S****^^ 
affeffion  in  the  people,  and  a  defire  of  changing  the        ^' 
eftablilhed  form  of  government,    ferved  only  to 
afford  more  room  for  altercation,  and  to  incrcale  the 
heat  and  difcontent.    Several  county  rncetings  were  hIs  coa- 
held,  Henry's  condud  vindicated  and  applauded,  dua  tp- 
and  refolutions  paffcd,  that  at  the  rifque  of  every  proved 
thing  dear,  he  and  b^s  followers  fliould  be  indem-  °^  ^y  ^^^ 
nified  from-all  futfering,  lofs  and  injury,  upon  that  ^^*^  ^' 
account.    The  charge  of  difafie6tioa  was  peremp* 

torily 
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torily  denied,  and  tbofc  of  changing  the  form  of 
government,  and  cauling  the  prelcnt  troubles,  re- 
torted. They  infiftcd  that  they  wanted  nothing 
but  to  prefcrve  their  ancient  conllitution,  and  only 
oppofed  innovations,  arid  that  all  the  difturbanccg 
fprung  from  the  Governor's  late  conduct. 

As  there  are  times  when  all  cireumftanccs  fttm 
to  confpire,  towards  the  nourifliment  and  ittcreafe 
of  political,  as  well  as  natural  difordcrs,  fo  if  ap- 
peared now  in  Virginia,  every  thing  tending  to  one 
common  center  of  diftruft,  jcaloufy,  and  diicontent. 
The  copies  of  fome  letters  from  the  Governor  to 
the  Miniltcr  of  the  American  department,  were  by 
fome  means  procured,  and  public  and  fcverfc  cen- 
fures  paffed  upon  them,  as  containing  not  only  unfa*- 
Vourable,  but  unfiur  and  unjuft  rcprefentations,  as 
well  of  fafts,  as  of  the  temper  and  difpoiition  of  the 
colony.  Thus  one  diftrtrft  begot  another,  tmtil 
all  confidence  being  totally  loft  on  both  fides,  every 
falfe  report  that  was  circulated,  was  believed  on  ei- 
ther, and  ferved  for  hs  time  to  keep  up  the  publit 
fever. 


June  rll. 

General 
Affem- 
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In  this  ftate  of  commotioh  and  diforder,  upon 
the  arrival  of  difpatchcs  from  England,  the  General 
Affembly  was  fuddenly  and  unexpeftcdly  convened 
by  the  Governor.  The  grand  motive  for  this  mea- 
fure,  was  to  procure  their  approbation  and  aocep- 
tance  of  the  terms,  included  in  Lord  North's  Con* 
ciliatory  Motion^  *  and  the  parliamentary  refolutions 
founded  thereupon.     His  Lordfhip  accordingly  in 

his 

♦  . 

♦  InlaftFeb.  1775,  while  all  parties  purfued  their  debates 
with  much  ettgbrnefs  and  animoiityy  and  nothbg  but  defklBCt 
was  hurled  at  America  on-  the  part  of  ^overDAcnt*  £(ord 
North  at  the  head  o^  adminftration  amazed  all  parties^  and 
fccmcd  For  a  time  almbft  to  diflblvc  hid  owd,  bf  that  (amons 
eonciUatory  mUhn  with  rcfpcft.  to  America  1  which  was' then > 
and  has  been  fince,  the  fub^^  of  fo  much  diiicuifiot  on  both 
ildes  of  the  Atlantick.  The  motxoa  was  for  paifing  the  fol- 
lowing 
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his  fpeech^  ufed  his  utmoft  addrefs  to  carry  this  1775. 
fiivourite  point ;  he  dated  the  favourable  difpofition  '  ~ 
of  parliament,  as  well  as  of  government,  towards  the 
colonies ;  the  moderation,  equity,  and  tendernefs^ 
which  induced  the  prefent  advances  towards  a  hap- 
py reconciliation ;  he  dwelt  upon  the  juiUce  of  their 
contributing  to  the  common  defence,  und  bearing 
an  equitable  proportion  of  the  public  burthens ; 
obferved»  that  as  no  fpecific  fum  was  demanded, 
they  had  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  free  fcope  to 
their  jullice  aad  liberality,  and  that  whatever  they 
gave,  would  be  a  free  gift,^  in  the  fuUeft  fenfe  of 
the-  terms ;  that  they  would  thus  (hew  their  rever*- 
ence  for  parliament,  and  manifeft  their  duty  -and  at* 
tachment  to  the  Sovereign ;  and  the  kindnefs  with 
which  it  would  be  taken,  that  they  met,  on  their 
iide,  the  favourable  diipofition  (hewn  on  the  other, 
towards  bringing  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes  to  a 
period*  .  He  alio  took  pains  to  convince  them,  from 
the  proceedings  and  refolutiohs  of  parliament,  that 
a  full  redrefs  of  all  their  real  grievances,  would  be 
the  immediate  confequence  of  their  compliance. 


ma 


lowing  refolution.  »  **  That  when  the  goTernor,  council  J^rd 

«*  and  ailembly,  or  general  cotut  of  his  Majcny  8  provinces  or  N§rth*s 
•*  cplootes,  in  North  Americai  (hall  propofe  to  make  provifiooi  concilia'^ 
^  according  to  their  refpedlive  conditions,  circumftantes  and  f^ry  mo* 
«<  fituationsy  for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  /i^/y, 
*<  delence,  luch  proportion  to  be  raifcd  under  the  authority  of 
**  the  general  court,  or  general  aflembly  of  fuch  province  or  co^ 
<'  lony  and  dtfpofable  by  parliament ;  and  (hall  engage  to  make 
i<  provifioo  alio  for  the  fupport  of  the  civil  gorernmcnt,  and 
**  the  admioiftration  of  juftice  in  fuch  province  and  colony,  it 
«  will  be  proper,  i^  fuch  propofal  (hould  be  approved  of  by  his 
**  Majefty  in  parliament,  and  forfoloitg  ds  fuch  provifion  (hall 
*<  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear,  in  refpe£k  of  fuch  province 
<«  or  colony,  to  levy  any  duties,  tax,  or  affeffment,  or  to  im* 
poile  any  further  duty,  tax,  or  Afieffmcnt,  except  only  fuch  du- 
ties as  it  may  be  expedient  to  impofe  for  the  regulation  of 
'  government ;  the  nih  produce  of  the  duties  laft  mentioned, 
*  to  be  carried,  to  the  tfccount  of  fuch  provinoe,   C9lony;.-or 
<«  plantation   refpeftively."      This  motion  after  uadergdiii^ 
many  fcrutinies  and  altercations  in  ft  very  &tU  houfcy  paiFed*  by 
%  majocky  of  27}  to  %%• 

JLl  The 


u 
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1 775.  The  firft  2&  of  the  aflembly,  was  the  appoiift- 
^^^^f^^f  ment  of  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of 
^^S^*  the  lat#  difturbances,  and  panicutatly  to  exanbin^ 
rifl^  the  Azibt  of  the  map^a^nne,  that  neceflfai^  tiaea- 
fures  might  accordingly  be  taken  for  its  Ye{>lfenidi' 
ment.  lliough  the  magazine  was  the  propeity  of 
the  colony^  it  was  in  thie  euftody  of  th%  Govemor, 
who  appointed  a  keeper,  fb  that  ah  amplication  to 
him  for  admittance  was  neceflary.  During  an  al- 
tercation which  arofe  upon  this  fubie£k$  and  before 
the  order  for  admittahee  was  obtaiiled,  feme  peo|de 
of  the  town  and  neighbouHiood  br^e  into  .the 
liEiagazine,  and  carried  off  fome  <^  die  arms  ;  fe« 
veral  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  however , 
Ufed  thtilr  perfonal  intereft  and  application  in  get* 
ting  as  many  of  them  as  they  could  rrturlLed.  It  ap- 
peared by  the  report  of  the  GommitteC)  thrt  they 
found  moft  of  the  remainder  of  the  powder  buried 
in  the  magazine  yard^  where  it  had  beeii^  deposited 
by  the  Governor*^  orders^  and  fu&rcd  ccmfiderablc 
daihage  from  the  rain  ;  the  depriving  die  mulkets 
of  their  locks  was  alfo  now  difcovered,  as  well  as 
the  hakedhcfs  and  infufficicacy  of  the  magazine  irt 
all  refpeds.  Among  ptl^er  matters  which  ferved 
to  irritate  the  peopfe^  Was  the  planting  of  iprin^- 
guns  in  the  magazine^,  (without  giving  any  public 
•  notice  of  fuch  a  mode  of  fecurity)  and  fome  cScGt 
they  had  taken  at  the  time  of  the  late  depredations* 

Tunc  8th.     Whilft  the  Governor's  fpeech,  with,  the  propo^^ 

'  fitions  which  it  recommended,  were    yet  under 

^^       the  confideration  of  the  affcmbly,  and  before  their 

mlrtt'on  ?^d^^^f^  was  determined  upon,  his  Lordfliip,  with 

board  a    ^  ^^T  ^^  family,  quitted  die  palace:  privately^ 

(hip  of     ?«id  fuddenly,  at  night,  and  retired  on  board  of  thte 

war.         Fowey  mall  of  war,  which  tlicn  lay  near  York  town, 

on  the  river  of  the  fame  name.    He  left  a  mcflagc 

for  the  Houfe  of  Burgefies,  acquainting  them,  that 

he  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety, 

as  he  was  fully  perfuaded,.  that  both  himfelf  and  his 

*    ^^  family 
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famUy  were  in  conftant  danger  of  felling  facrifices  to  1775. 
'the  bund  and  unmeafurable  fury  of  the  people  ;  that  v^v^v-i' 
So  far  from  intending  to  interrupt  their  fitting,  he 
hoped  they  would  fuccefsfuUy  proceed  in  the  great 
bufinefis  before  them  j  that  ne  would  render  thfc 
communication  between  him  and  the  Houfe  as 
tafy  and  as  fafe  as  poftible ;  wd  that  he  fuppofed 
It  Would  be  more  agreeable  to  them  to  fend  fotne  of 
tiieif  members  to  him  as  occafion  fliould  require, 
than  to  have  the  trouble  of  removing  their  whole 
body  to  a  nearer  place.  .  He  affured  them,  that  he 
Ihould  attend  sis  ufual  to  the  duties  of  his  ofi^ce^ 
and  of  his  good  difpofition  to  reftore  that  harmony 
trhich  had  been  jfo  unhappily  interrupted. 

This  meflage  produced  a  joint  addrefs;  from  th6  Report 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  ;  declaring  their  ^«>"^  ^^c 
unbelief  that  any  perfons  in  that  province,  would  [^^"^£  *^' 
meditate  fo^  horrid  and  atrocious  a  crime  as  his  Enquiry, 
Lordihip  apprehended ;  lamenting  that  he  had  not 
acQuainted  them,  with  the  ground  of  his  uneafinefs 
before  he  had  2Ldopte4  this  meafure,  as  they  would 
have  ufed  all  poffible  means  to  have  removed  every 
caufe  of  his  difquietude  ;  they  feared  that  this  re->   . 
moval  ftom  the  feat  of  government  would  be  a 
me^ns  of  increaling  the  uneafinefs  which  unhappily 
prevailed  among  the  people;  d^lared  that  they 
would  chearfully  concur  iii  any  meafure  which  he 
ihould  propofe  for  the  fecurity  of  himfelf  and  his 
femily ;  obferving  how  imprafticablc  it  would  be 
to  carry  on  the  b\lfincfs  of  the  feffion  with  any  de- 
gree of  propriety  and   difpatch,  whilft  he   was  at 
mch   a  (fiflance,    and  lb  inconveniently  fituated. 
They  concluded  by  intreating  his  return,  with  his 
kdy  and 'family,  to  the  palace,  which  would*  afford 
gte^t  public  fatisfaftion,  and  be  the  likelicft  means 
of  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people. 

LordDunmore  returned  a  written  anfwer,  in  which  ju-c  ic. 

be  juftiiicd  his  apprehenfions  of  danger,  from  ♦  < 

•    public 
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1775.   public  notoriety  of  the  commotions  among  the  pco* 
^^^^^"^  pie,  as  well  as  of  the  threats  and  menaces  with 
Refufal     which  they  were  attended ;  bcfides  complaints  of 
of  the    •  the  general  conduft  and  difpofition  of  the  Houfe  of 
Govcr-     Burgeflcs,  he  fpecified  fcvcral  charges  a^ainil  that 
orniore^  body  ;  that  they  had  countenanced  the  violent  ajid 
to  pafs     difordcrly  proceedings  of  the  people,  particularly 
the  l>iil9*  with  refpea  to  the  maga2ine,  which  was  forced  and 
rifled  in  the  prefence  of  fomc  of  the  members ;  that 
inftead  of  the  commitment  of  thofe  perfons  who 
had  been  guilty  of  fo  daring  and  heinous  an  offence^ 
they  only  endeavoured  to  procure  n  reftitution  of 
the  arms*    That  the  Houie,  or  its  Committee,  had 
ventured  on  a  ftep  fraught  with  the  moil  alarming 
cenfcquences,  in  appointing  guards,  without  his  ap« 
probation  or  confent,  under  pretence  of  proteding 
the  magazine,  fhewed  thereby  a  deiien  of  ufurping 
the  executive  power,  and  of  (ubverting  th^  con(U^ 
tution. 

He  obfervcd,  that  no  means  could  be  effeftual  for 
affording  the  fequrity  which  they  propofed  to  concur 
in,  but,  by  reinftating  him  in  the  full  powers  of  hi$ 
office,  by  opening  the  courts  of  juftice^  and  reftoring 
the  energy  of  the  laws  j  by  disarming  all  indepen- 
dent companies,  or  other  bodies  of  men,  raifed 
and  ailing  in  defiance  of  legal  authority  ;  by  oblig* 
ing  the  immediate  return  of  the  King's  arms  and 
ftores  }  and  by  what  was  not  lefs  eflential  than  any 
other  matter,  their  own  example,  and  their  endea- 
vours to  remove  that  general  delqfion  which  kept 
the  minds  of  .the  people  in  a  continual  ferment, 
and  thereby  to  abolilh  that  malice  and  ipirit  of 
perfecution,  which  now  operated  fo  dangerouHy 
againft  all  thofe,  who  from  duty  and  aiTection  to 
their  King  and  country^  oppoied  the  prefent  mea* 
fures,  and  who  from  principle  and  conviftion  differ- 
ed with  the  multitude  in  political  opinion.  That 
thefe  were  the  means  to  afford  the  fecurity  requifite 
for  all  parties ;  and  that,  for  the  accompUmment 
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of  thole  ends,  together  with  the  great  objeft  and   1775. 
ncceffary  bufinefs  of  the  feflion,  he  ihould  have  no  ^^^'TsJ 
objedion  to  their  adjourning  to  the  town  of  York, 
where  he  would  meet  them^  and  remain  till  the 
bufinefs  was  finilhcd. 

He  concluded  by  reprefcntine,that  nnlefs  they  had 
^  a  fincere  and  aftive  dcfire  of  fcizing  the  opportunity 
which  was  now  oBFered  by  parliament,  of  eftablifli- 
ing  the  freedom  of  their  country  upon  a  fixed  and 
known  foundation,  and  of  uniting  themfelves  with 
their  fellow-fubjefts  of  Great-Britain  in  one  com- 
mon bond  of  intereft  and  mutual  afliftance,  his  re- 
turn to  Williamfburgh  would  be  as  fruitlefs  to  the 
people,  as  it  might  poilibly  be  dangerous  to  him- 
Iclf ;  but  that  if  their  proceedings  manifcftcd  that 
happydifpofition,  he  would  return  with  thegreatefl 

{*oy,  and  confider  it  as  the  moft  fortunate  event  of 
lis  life,  if  they  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  be  an 
inftrumcnt  of  promoting  their  happinefs,  and  of 
being  a  fuccefsful  mediator  between  them  and  the 
fuprcme  authority. 

The  mollifying  terms  of  the  concluficMi,  were  by  The  Af- 
no  means  equal  to  the  removal  of  the  acrimony  ^^ 
excited  bythofe  fevere  charges  and  i««phcations,  ^j^^  O^^^ 
which  were  contained  in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  on  hit 
long  meflage.    It  accordingly  produced  a  reply  of  refuial. 
an  uncommon  length,  under  the  form  of  an  addrefs, 
which  was  fraught  with  all  the  bittemefs  of  recri- 
mination,  as  well  as  with  defeniive  arguments,  and 
an  examination  of  fads.     The  Houfe  had  now  re- 
ceived  the  report  of  its  Conmiittee  relative  to  the 
eaufes  of  the  late  difturbances,  backed  by  the  de- 
pofitions  of  a  number  of  Britifh  merchants,  who 
were  reiident  in  dtfierent  and  remote  parts  of  the 
Colony,  all  whofe  teftimony  tended  to  uiew  the  ge- 
neral tranquility  which  prevailed  previous  to  the 
late  affisur  of  the  powder,  and  the  Governor's  de- 
*         claratioB  relative  to  the  flavea,  the  la«.ter  oi  which^ 

fo 
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^775*  f^  far  as  it  w»  believed,  having  particularly  irri- 
'  ^^  '  tated  thfc  people  j  that  notwithftanding,  quiet  and 
order  vras  foon  every  where  reftored^  and  ftill  con- 
tinue4 ;  diat  there,  was  a  general  acquiefcence  every 
where  in  the  determinations  of  the  General  and 
Provincial  Congrefs  ;  but  they  all  concurred  in  be- 
lieving j  that  the  people  had  no  defign  or  wifli  of  an 
independency  on  Gre^t-Britain ;  and  fome,  that  on 
the  contrary,  they  had  a  moft  eager  defire  for  fuch  a 
connedion,  as  it  ftood  before  die  late  ads  of  par« 
liament ;  they  were  unammous  in  their  opinion, 
that  a  rcdrefs  of  the  grievances  complained  of^ 
would  eflabliih  a  perfed  tranquility,  and  produce  a 
rcconciUation  with  die  parent  (bite. 

To  refute  the  charges  or  infmuadons  of  diiaffec* 
tion  and  diflpyalty,  the  Houfe  of  Burgefles  took  a 
rctrofpedive  view  of  the  behaviour  of  the  people, 
and  of  feveral  tranfadions  in  the  colony,  for  fome 
years  back  ^  they  dated  the  happineis  which  they 
derived  .un4;r  the  condud  of  former  Governors^  a? 
a  (trong  contrail  to  the  prefent  iituatioA  \  they  at* 
tributed  that  happinefs,  particularly  in  a  very  late 
inftance,  to  the  cUCcountenancing  of  tale-bearers  and 
malicious  informers,  to  a  proper  examinadon  of 
ev'ery  fubied,  and  ^e  taking  of  nothing  upon  truft: 
and,  finally,  to  the  tranfmitting  home  a  faithful 
rqprcfentation  of  things  in  the  colony.  They  flated 
their  former  condud  and  behaviour  with  relped  to 
his  Lordfliip,  and  obferyed,  that  changes  leldom 
happened  without  fbme  difficult  caufe  \  that  reiped 
was  not  to  be  obtained  by  force  from  a  free  people; 
that  nothing  was  ib  likely  to  infure  it,  as  dignity  of 
eharader,  a  candid  and  exemplary  condu6L  That 
they  did  not .  mean  to  inii^uate  his  Lordfliip  would, 
Jefignediy ,  mifreprefent  fads ;  but  that  it  was  much 
to  be  feared,  he  too  cafily  gave  credit  to  defigning 
perfons,  who,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  community, 
poffeffed  much  too  large  a  fliare  of  hfe  confidence. 

They 


Chap/  X.  Civil  War  /»  A  II  E  U  I  C  A,        [aSj 

They  controverted  the  fafe,  ahd^ex&mined,  ii^ith  1775. 
^rent  fcvetity,  the  te{>r^Rtations  and  charges  con-  ^^"^^'^. 
tained  in  thofe  two  letters  to  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth, 
ui^hich  we  have  already  taken  notice  of;,  thefe  they 
reprefented  as  exceedingly  injurioits  and  uiijtifty  as 
founded  on  mifconception,  mifinfermation^  the 
beigfat  of  colouring^  the  ^iftating,  or  the  affump-  ;  1 

tion  of  fafls,  irithout  evidence.   >  They  then  pro-  \ 

ceeded  to  juilify  the  ftcrt  which  haid  been  taken  J. 

with  regard  to-  the  militia ;  their  fuppofed  counter-  ;;i 

nance  to  the  ^Qcg  ionb  conecrning  the  magazine, 
and  the  oAer  matters  ^Mich  &rfl:  excited,  and  lAer- 
wards  inflamed,  the  controvcrfy. 

The  Hcufe  of  Burgefles  aHb  prefented  Aeir  ad-  junc  14; 
drcfs  in  anfwer  to  the  Covcrnor's  foeech.  In  which 
they  entered  into  a  long-  difcuffion  ot  tfte  propofitioh 
contained  in  the  parliamentary  refolution,  founded 
upon  Lord  North's  conciliatory  motion.  Thi«  they 
combated  upon  the  fame  grounds,  and  with  a  va- 
riety  of  argnments  of  the  fame  hatnte,  t^t  we  httve 
formerly  ftatcd;  and  they  uhfinMitery  declaccd,  that 
as  it  only  changed  tht  form  of  oppreffion,  wi^out 
ieSening  *}ts  burthen,  they  could  not  clofe  with  its 
terttts.  They  obferred,  however,:  that  thcje  wcm 
only  offered  as  the  fentiments  of  aA  individiial  part 
ipf  the  whole  empire ;  and  for  a  final  ddtWmlnatfon^ 
ihw  referred  the  affair  to  theGeheril  Gbn^efs; 
before  whom  they  would  lay  the  papers.  '  To  them 
alfo  they  referred  the  difcovery  of  that  proper  mode 
of  rcprefcnting  their  well-founded  grievahees,  which 
his  Lordfhip  aifurcd  them,  would  meet  with  the 
attention  and  regard  fo  juftly  due  <o  them.  For 
themfclves,  they  made  the  foHowihg  declaration: 
•*  We  hare  exhaufted  every  mode  of  application 
ti'hich  oiir  invention  could  fuggcft*,  as  proper  and 
promifing.  Wc  have  decently  rcmonftrated  with 
parliament ;  they  have  added  new  ii^ries  to  the 
old.  Wc  have  wearied  aur  King  with  fupplicatibnsf 
he  has  not  ddgned  to*  wfwer  as.    Wc  have  ap* 

pealed 
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1775.   pealed  to  the  native  honour  and  juftice  of  the.  pri- 
Wv^^  tifh  nation;  their  efforts  in  our  favour  hsivc  bcea 
hitherto  ineficAual/' 

r  • 

In  this  ftate  of  diftruft  and  Ul-humolir  on  both 
fides,. every  day  afforded  new  ground  for  bickerings 
and  every  incident  fref)^  room  for  akercation,  fo 
that  there  was  a  continued  intercourfe,  by  addrcffes^- 
meffageS)  and  anfwers,  between  the  Houle  of  Bur* 
geffes  and  the  Fowey.  This  was  a  fmgular  fitua* 
tion ;  an  attempt  to  govcVn,  wfithout  ciioofmg,  or 
finding  it  fafe,  to  fet  a  foot  pn  ihore  in  the  country 
to  be  governed. 

j(fferMhf^'      At  length  the  neceffary  bills  having  paffed  the 
will  not    a&mbly,  and  the  advanced  feafon  requiring  their 
attend      attendance  in  their  feveral  countries,  the  Council 
board  the  ^^^  Burgcffes  jointly  intreated  the  Governor's  prp- 
Fowej.     fence,  to  give  his  aifent  to  them  and  finiih  the 
feilion.     They  obferved,  that  though  the  bufinefs 
had  been  greatly  impeded  by  his  ablence  from  the 
feat  of  government,  and  they  had  fubmitted  to  the 
inconvenience  of  repeatedly  lending  their  rhembers 
twelve  miles  to  attend  his  Excellency  oft  board  a 
flup  of  war,  they  could  not  but  think  it  highly  im- 
proper, and  too  great  a  dc^parture  from  the  confli- 
tutional  and  accuftomcd  mode  of  tranfa£Hng  their 
bufmefs,  <  to  prefent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  other 
place  than  the  capital* 

Lord  Dunmore  in  his  anfwer  was  fomewhat 
rough.  He  infifted  upon  his  right  of  calling  them 
to  any  place  in  the  colony,  where  the  eitigencies  of 
affairs  might  render  thdr  attendaiice  neceffary. 
He  further  obferved,  that  as  he  had  not  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  whole  proceedings  (if  the  Af- 
fembly,  he  knew  of  no  bills  6f  importance,  which, 
i^  he  were  inclined  to  rifque  his  perfon  again  among 
the  people,  they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor  whether 
they  were  fuch  as  he  could  aiJent  to  if  they  had. 

To 
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To  obviate  thcfc  objcftionB,  though  it  Was  an  1775. 
iinprecedeiited  ad,  the  AiTeitibly  Tent  the  bills,  a6 
trcU  2LS  other  papers  which  were  afterwards  de- 
manded, on  board  the  Fowey,  for  his  infpedioa. 
The  moft  interefting  of  thofi:  bills,  fecmingly  to  aU 
parties,  was  that  for  the. payment  of  the  forces,  who 
had  lately,  under  his  Lordfliip's  command,  {ufifered 
<:onriderably,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  had  doRe 
cffential  fervice  to  their  country,  by  their  bravery 
and  fuccefs  in  the  lat^  Indian  war.  This  bill  was 
-objefted  to  by  the  Governor,  for  its  impofmg  a  tax 
upon^  the  hnpottation  of  .(laves,  and  for.fome  in* 
formality  in  refpcjft  to  the  emiffion  of  paper  money. 
The  other  bills  were  approved  of. 

This  produced  the  final  addrefs  from  the  Houfc 
of  Burgefles,  in  which  they  intreated  his  Excel* 
lehey,  that  he  would  meet  them  the  enfuing  day  at 
W.lUanilburgh,  to  pafs  the  bilh  thstf  were  ready; 
exprcffcd  their  hopes,  that  he  could  not  ftill  entertain 
•any  groundlefs  fears  of  perfonal  danger ;  but  de- 
clare, that  if  it  was  poflible  he  remained  under  fo 
Urange  an  influence,  they  pledged  their  honours, 
and  every  thing  facred,  for  his  fecurity.  If  nothing 
could  prevail,  they  requefted  that  he  would  grant  a 
commiffion  for  palling  fuch  bills  as  he  approved. 

Lord  'Dunmore  perfifted  in  the  objeftions  he  had 

made  to  the  bill ;  laid  that  the  well-grounded  caufe 

be  bad  for  believing  his  perfon  not  faie  at  Williamf* 

'burgh,  had  yicreaieddaily.  That  he  therefore  could 

not  meet  them,  >as  they  requetted,  at  the  capital ; 

but  that  he  would  be  ready  to  receive  the  Houfe  on 

-the  following  Monday,  at  his  prefent  refidence,  for 

'  the  purpofe  of  giving  his  alfent  to  fuch  a£ls  as  he 

Ihould  approve  of. 

.* 

This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all  public  correfpon- 
•dencc  and  bufinefs  between  the  Governor  and 
colony.     The  ti^i^fernng  the  i^iaauv^  €oundl 

M  m  and 
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1775.  and  Houfe  of  Rcprcfentativcs  of  a  great  county  ou 
x:^''^^^  board  a  man  of  war,  wais  evidently  not  to  be  ex- 
pe£ted.  Their  danger  in  fuch  a  fituation,  if  on 
other  accounts  it  were  poffible  they  could  put  them- 
felves  into  it,  'was  no  Icfs  than  Lord  Dunmore's 
could  be  on  land.  It  may,  however,  be  fuppofcd, 
that  the  Governor's  conduft  was  operated  upon  by 
caufcs,  or  influenced  by  motives,  with  which  wg 
arc  unacquainted. 

Upon  receiving  the  foregoing  anfwer,  the  Bur- 
-geffes  paffcd  rcfolutions,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  meflage  requiring  them  to  attend  the  Go- 
vernor on  board  a  ihip  cw  war,  was  a  high  breach 
of  their  rights  and  privileges.  That  the  unreafon- 
ablc  delays  thfo\^Ti  into  their  proceedings,  and  the 
cvafive  anfwers  to  their  firicere  and  dectnt  ad- 
drefles,  gave  them  reafon  to  fear  that  a  dangerous 
attack  was  meditated  againft  the  unhappy  people  of 
thaTxolony,  and  it  was  therefore  their  opinion,  that 
they  fhould  prepare  for  the  prefervation  of  their 
property,  and  their  ineftimable  rights  and  liberties. 
And  then,  ftrongly  profcffing  loyalty  to  the  King, 
and  amity  to  the  mother  country,  they  broke  up 
their  feffion. 

•  « 

July  iSth  Thus,  unhappily,  was  an  end  put,  for  the  prefent, 
Convcn-  to  the  Englifli  govcmriicnt  in  tlic  colony  of  Virgi- 
tion  of  nia.  -^convention  of  delegates  was  foon  appointed 
hcw  an"  ^^  fwpp^y  the  place  of  the  affembly,  who  having  an 
means  .imlimited  confidence  rcpofed  in  them  by  the  people, 
ufcd  to  become  accordingly  poffeffed  of  an  unlimited  power 
arm  the  in  all  public  aftaiis.  Thefc  immediately  took  in 
province,  j^^nd  the  raifmg  and  embodying  of  an  armed  force, 
as  well  as  the  providing  means  for  its  fupport,  and 
purfucd  every  other  mcafurc  which  could  tend  to 
DccUira-  place  the  colony  in  a  ftrong  ftate  of  defence.  Whilil 
tion  to  they  were  purfuing  thefe  dangerous  fteps,  they  pub- 
'  w^^  lifted  a  Declaration  in  juftification  of  their  conduct^ 
Lc<Un«!.'  ^^^^S  ^^  meafures  that  led  to  thdprcfejit  unhappy 
.  '  -  ftate 
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ftate  of  public  affairs,  letting  forth  the  caufc  of  their  1775* 
meeting,  and  fliewing  the  neceffity  of  immediately  v>nrs^ 
puttiiig  the  country  in  a  poiture  or  defence,  for  the 
prote&on  of  their  lives,  liberties,  and  properties. 
They  eoncluded  as  the  alfembly  had  .done,  with  the 
tlrongeft  profeflions  of  faith  and  loyalty,  and  de- 
dared^  that  as,  on  the  one  hand,  they  were  deter- 
mined at.  the  peril  of  the  exti-eiheit  hazards,  to 
maintaintheir  juft  rights,  and  privileges,  foonthe 
other,  it  was  their  fisced  and  unalterable  refolution, 
to  difband  fuch  forces  as  were  raifedfor  the  defence 
of  the  colony,  whenever  their  dangers  were  removed 
and  America  reftorcd  to  its  former  ftate  of  tran- 
quility and  happincfs. 

Whether  Lord  Dunmore  expcded  that  any  ex-  Coercive 
traordinary  advantages  might  be  derived  from  an  n|«afurc» 
infurredion  of  the  flaves,  or  that  he  imagined  there  j  ^^*j 
.was  a.  much  greater  number  of  people  in  the  colo-  by  the 
iiy,  who  were  latisfied  with  the  prefent  fyftem  of  Govcr- 
•government,  than  really  was  the  caf<i,  (a  miftake,  nor. 
aind  an  unfortunate  one,  which  like  an  epidemical 
diftemper,  feems  to  have  fpread  through  all  our 
ofEcial  departments  in  America)  upon  whatever 

{[rounds  he  proceeds,  he  determined,  tho*  he  re- 
inquiihed  his  government,  not  to  abandon  his 
hopes,  nor  entirely,  to  lofe  fight  of  the  country 
wkich  he  had  governed.  He  accordingly,  being 
joined  by  thofe  friends  of  government,  who  had 
rendered  themfelves  too  obnoxious  to  the  people  to 
continue  with,  fafety  in  the  country,  as  well  as  by  a 
number  of  runaway  negroes,  and  fupported  by  the 
frigates  of  war. which  were  upon  the  ftation,  en- 
deavoured to  eftablifh  fuch  a  marine  force,  as  would 
enable  him,  by  means,  of  the  noble  rivers,  which 
render  the  molr  valuable  parts  of  that  rich  country 
acceffibie  by  water,  to  be  always  at  hand,  and 
ready  to  profit,  of  any  favourable  occafion  that 
offered. 

Upon 


^77 S*  tfpon  iinBy  or  fomc  fiiailar  fyftcm,  he  by  degree^ 
^-^^'^^  equipped  and  armed  a  number  of  vclieU  of  differ* 
ent  kmds  and  fizes^  in  oxu:  of  which  he  conilantly 
ref.dcd,  neter  fetdng  hu  foot  on  fliore  but  in  a. 
hoftilc  manner;  the  force,  tfvus  put  together,  wa* 
however,  calculated  only  for  depredatioa,  and  nevef 
became  equal  to  any  cffentud  fervice.  The  form.e« 
indeed,  was  in  part  a  matter  of  neoefilty,  .hr  «» the 
people  on  ihoce  would  not  lupply  thofe  on  board 
with  provifions  or  necefliaxkt,^  they  muft  dther  ftarre^ 
or  f»rovide  them  by  force^  The  Virginians  pic*- 
tend^  thpi  while  the  depredations  were  confined 
to  thofe  necefiary  objeds,  the  reiped  which  th^  bore 
to  the  rank  and  office  of  their  governor,  prevented 
his  meeting  with  any  refiftance ;  but  their  nature 
was  Ibon  changed  into  open  and  avowed  hoftiMty. 
ObnoQcioiis  peribns  they  fiaid,  were  feized  and  car^ 
ricd  on  board  the  fhips  $  plantations  raviihed  and 
deftroyed  ;  the  negroes  carried  off;  boufes  bumt^ 
and  at  length  lives  loil  on  both  fides*  In  <me  of 
thcfc  expeditions,  his  l^ordihip  deftroyed  a  mim<» 
berof  iron  cannon^  and  carried  off  fomc  others^ 
which  he  fuppofed  were  provided  for  this  pmpolcs 
of  rebellioDL,  though  the  Vir^nians  afiert  they  were 
fliip  guns.  Tbeie  proceedings  occaiioned  the -firod^ 
ing  of  fome  detachments  of  the  new-raifedforces 
to  prote^  the  coafts,  and  from  thcnce.enfucd,  a. 
fmall,  mifchicvous,  predatory  war,  incapable  of  a£. 
'  fording  honour,  or  benefit,  and  in  which,  at  lengthy 
every  drop. of  water,  and  every  secefiary,  was  pur^ 
chafed  at  the  price  or  rifquc  of  blood. 

Oa.  25th  During  this  flatc  of  hoftility,  he  procured  a  few 
Lord  foldiers  from  different  parts,  with  whofc  aiEftaiw:c^ 
JDunmore  an  attempt  was  made  to  burn  a  port-toAvn,.in  an  im^ 
rcpulfcd  portant  fituation,  caUed  Hampton,  it  fecms  the  iiK. 
tcir  **t  V'  ^^^^^^^5  ^^d  fo"^^  previous  fuipicion  of  the  defign, 
de  roy  ^^  ^^^Y  ^^i^  f^^^  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the  har^ 
the  tow.n  bour,  and  thrown  fuch  other  obftaclcs  in  the  way^ 
iiHamf'  as  rcudcied  the  appioach  of  the  fhips,  and  confc- 
'^^-  qucntly 


Chap^  ^         CfYri.  W/fcR  in  A  M  E  Rrl  C  A.  f^ 

quenily  a  labding,  ^iii]H^6^icable  on  the  day  in  which  1775. 
the  attadfc  vras  .commenced^  The  (hips  cut  a  .pat  Sr>^^ 
fage  through  the  boaxd  ia  the  night,  and  began  to 
canxu^oade. the  town  iurioufly  in  the  morning.;  but 
at  th^  critical  period^  they  were  relieved  from  their 
apprehenfions  and  danger,  by  the. arrival  of  a  de« 
tachmentof  rifle  and  minute  men,  from  Williamf- 
burgh>  who  had  marched  all  night  to  their  affift* 
ance.  Thefe,  joined  with  the  inhabitants,  attacked 
the  (hips  ibvigoroufly  wkh  their  fmall  arms,  that 
they  were  obliged  precipitately  ta  quit  their  ftation 
with  the  lofs  ot  fome  men,  and  of  a  tender  which 

In  confequmice  of  this  repulfc,  a  proclamatioa  Nov.  7th. 
teas  ifTued  by  the  Governor,  dated  on  hqard  the  proda- 
flii p.  William,  qS*  Norfolk,  declaring,  th^t  as  the  mation 
♦ivtl  law  -viras  at  preient  infufficicnt  to  prevent  and  ^?^  *°*^* 
puni&.treafon  and  traitors,  martial  la^  fliould  tak^  l!!d^* 
place,  and  be  executed  throughout  the  colony  :  and  cmanci- 
requiring  all  perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms  tq  pation  of 
repair  to  his  Majeily's  llandard,  or  to  be  coiifidcred  ^c  nc-    . 
as  traitors.    He  alfo  declared  all  indented  fervants,  P^^^ 
negrocsyor  others,  appertaining  to  rebels,  who  were 
able  and  willing  to  bear  arms,  and  who  joined  his 
Maj^y^s  forces,  to  be  free* 

This  meafurp  of  emancipating  the  negroes,  eli- 
cited le£s  furprize,  and  probably  had  lefs  etfctl  in 
exciting  the  defired  infurredion,  from  its  beine  fo 
long  threatened  and  apprehended,  than  if  it  had 
been  tnore  immediate  and  unexpedcd.  .  It  was, 
however^  received  with  the  greateft  horror  in  all 
the  colonies,  and  has  been  feverely  condemned 
cUewhere,  as  tending  to  k>oien  the  bands  of  fociety, 
to  deftroy*  domeftic  fecurity,  and  encourage  the 
moft  barbarous  of  mankind,  to  the  commiffion  of 
the  moft  horrible  crimes,  and  the  moft  inhuman 
cruelties;  th;.t  it  was  confounding  the.  innocent 
with  the  guilty,  and  expofing  thole  who  were  the 

bell 
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•1775.  tdl  fVictids^to  government,  to  the  fame  loft  of  pro- 
Ky^>r<J  pcrty;  dangicr,  and  dcftrufldon,  with  the  moflincor^ 
rigible  labels.  It  was  faid  to  cftablith  a:pr«cedent 
ct  aTnoft  dangerous  nature  in  the  new  world,  by 
giving  a  legal  fanftion  to  the  arraying  and  embody- 
ing of  African  negroes,  to  appear  in  arms  againft 
^nite  men,  and  to  encountcF'them  upon  antcqual 
footing  in  the  field ;  for  however  founded  diftindi- 
onswith  refpedk  to  colour  may  appear,  when  ex- 
amined by  the  tefts  of  nature,  reafon  or  philofopby, 
while  things  continue  in  their  prefent  ftatc,.  while 
eommerce,  luxury,  and  avarice,  render  flavcry  a 
principal  objcft  in  the  political  fyftcm  of  every 
lluropean  power  that  pofTefles  dominion  in  Ameri- 
ca, the  idea  of  a  pre-eminence  muft  always  be 
cherilhcd,  and  confidcrcd  as  a  neceffary  policy* 
This  meafure  is  perhaps  liable  to  be  charged  with 
another  i>6litical  fault,  which  has  attended  too  many 
others  that  have  been  lately  adopted  with  rcfpcft  to 
.  America,  viz.  that  of  violent  initadon,  without  af- 
fording any  adequate  benefit. 

The  Proclamation,  however,  with  Lord  Dun- 
more's  prefcnce,  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
fmall  marine  force  he  had  with  him,  produced,  for 
the  prefent,  fome  cffcd  in  the  town  of  Norfolk,  and 
the  adjoining  country,  where  many  of  the  people 
were  well-aftcftcd  to  government.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly joined  by  fome  hundreds  both  of  blacka 
and  whites,  and  many  others,  who  did  not  chule  to 
take  an  aftive  part,  publicly  abjured  the  Congrefs^ 
with  all  its  ads,  and  all  conventions  and  committees, 
whatever.  It  is  probable  that  Lord  Danmore  now 
hoped,  that  the  facility  and  good  difpofttion  wluch 
he  experienced  here,  would  have  been  fo*  general^ 
as  to  enable  him  to  raifc  a  confiderable  arined  force, 
and  thus, 'perhaps,  without  any  foreign  affiftance, 
to  havd  the  glory  of  reducing  one  part  of  the  pro; 
viiice  by  the  means  of  the  other. 

This 
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Tbift  plcafing.hope  was  interrupted  by  intellv    1775- 
gence,  that  a  party  of  the  rebels  were  marching  v-^^v>wf 
towards  them  with  great  expedition.     To  obftruS  Adion 
thefa:  defigns^  and  protcft  the  well-affcfted,  he  took  °^*'  ^^« 
poffefTion  of  a  poll  called  the  Great-Bridge,  which  ^^^^^^ 
lay  at  fome  milds  diftauce  from  Norfolk,  and  was  a 
ps^s  of  great  confcquence,  being  the  only  way  by 
which  they  could  approach  to  that  town.    Here  he 
conftrufted  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk  fide  of  the  bfkige, 
which  he  furnilhed  well  ivith  artillery,  and  render- 
ed as  dcfenfiblc  as  the  time  would  admit.     Not- 
withftanding  the  loyalty  of  the  people  in  this  quar^ 
ter»  which  included  two  fmall  counties,  it  does  not 
appear  that  his  force  was  at  all  confiderabie,  either 
as  to  the  number  or  quality ;  he  had  indeed  2o» 
regulars^  including,  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th  regi- 
menty  and  a  body  called  the  Norfolk  volunteers ; 
the  refl  was  a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and  whites* 
The  enemy,   under  the  command  of  a  Colonel 
Woodford,  fortified  themfdves  alfo,  witliin  lefs  than 
cannon  (hot  of  our  people  j   they  had  a  narrow 
caufeway  in  their  fronts  which  mud  be  paifed  to 
come  at  their  works,  fo  that  both  parties  feemed 
pretty  well  fecured  from  furprize. 

In  this  (late  they  continued  quiet  on  both  fides 
for  fome  days,  until  at  length  a  defign  was  formed, 
for  furprizing  the  enemy  in  their  entrenchments. 
This  was  undertaken  betore  daylight.  -  Capt.  For- 
dyce,  at  the  head  of  his  grcnacUers,  amounting  to  ^^-  9^^* 
about  60,  led  the  attack.  They  boldly  palTed  the 
caufeway,  and  marched  up  to  the  entrenchments 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with  a  coolnefs  and  intre- 
pidity, which  firfi  excited  the  afionifhment,  and 
afterwards  the  praifc  of  their  enemies ;  for  they 
were  not  only  expofed  naked  to  the  fire  in  front, 
but  enfiladed  by  anotlier  part  of  the  works.  The 
brave  Captain,  with  feveral  of  his  men,  fell ;  the 
Lieutenant,  with  others,  were  taken,  and  all  the  fur- 

vivors 
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1775^   tivors  of  the  grenadier  company,  Whether  priloners 
^-^'■"^'*"^  or  not,  were  wounded.  •       •• 

*  The  fire  t)f  the  attillery  from  the  6jft:^'  ensiled 
our  people  to  retire  without  purfuit,  as  well  »s  to 
carry  6ff  many  of  their  dead  itqd  wounded,  it  will 
dxcite  no  grealt  furprizc,  that  the  flaves  m  thii 
engagement,  did  more  prejudice  to  our  own  people, 
than  to  the  enemy.  It  has  been  Jkid,  that  we  wer^ 
led  into  this  imfortunate  affair,  through  the  deHgn- 
*cd  falfc  intelligence  of  a  pretended  defertcr,  who 
"was  tutored  for  the  ptirpofe :  however  thbt  may  te, 
it  was  grievous,  that  fuch  uncommon  bravery  fliould 
l)e  fcjuandcred  to  no  purpofe.  Capt.  Fordyce  was 
interred  with  every  military  honour  by  the  vfftors^ 
"who  fliewed*  due  refpeft  to  his  former  merit,  as 
well  as  the  gallantry  which  fignalized  Iris  laft  mo- 
ments. The  Englifh  prifoners  were  treated  with 
great  kindnefs ;  the  Americans  who  had  joined  the 
King's  ftandard  with  equal  rigour.  In:  this  engage- 
ment we  are  faid  to  ha^'e-had  129  killed,  17$ 
wroimded,  and  40  of  tjur  meh  made  prifoners. 

Hit  Lp.  Lord  Dunmore  with  the  remainder  of  his  forces 
again  rc*  retired  from  the.  polt  at  the  Great-Bridge  the  eniu- 
kT^**  ing  night,  without  any  other  lofs  than  a  few  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  fome  triflmg  llores  which  they  left 
behind  ;  and  as  all  hopes  in  tfiis  quarter  were  now 
at  an  end,  he  therefore  thought  it  heeeffary  to 
abandon  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk, 
and  retired  again  with  his  people  on  board  the 
ihips,  which  were  confidcrably  mcreafed  in  num- 
ber, by  thofe  which  he  found  in  that  port.  Many  of 
the  well  affefted,  or  Tories,  (which  was  the  appella- 
tion now  given  to  them  throughout  America)  thought 
it  prudent,  wth  their  families,  to  fcek  the  fame 
afylum,  whether  they  alfo  carried  the  moft  portable 
and  valuable  of  their  cffefts.  Thus  his  Lotdfliip 
fooncd  a  confidcrable  fleet,  with  refpeft  to  the  num- 
ber of  vciTcls  and  tonnage,  and  thofe  were   alfo 

croudcd 
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crouded  with  people ;  but  the  Ihips  were  without    1775. 
force,  and  cohtained  mouths  without  hands  fit  t6  ^i^'v^w/ 
liavigatc'them.    The  rebels  took  poffcffion  of  Nor- 
folk,  an4  the  fleet  moved  to  a  greater  diitance. 

During  thcfe  trtmfaSiohs,  a  fcheme  had  been  in  Scheme 
iBLgitation,  for  raifing  a  confiderable  forc«  at  the  back  for  rai- 
o?  the  colonies,  particularly  in  Virginia  and  the  fin?  the 
Carolinas,  where  it  was  known  there  were  many  ^^^* , 
well-affefted  to  the  King's  government ;  it  was  |"{j;* . 
hoped  that  fome  of  the  Indian  nations  might  be 
induced  to  become  parties  in  this  defign ;  and  that 
thus  united,  they  not  only  would  make  fuch  a  divert 
fion,  as  muft  greatly  alarm  and  diftrefs  the  rebels, 
but  that  .they  might  penetrate  fb  far  towards  the 
coafts,  as  to  form  a  jun6:ion  with  Lord  Dunmore. 
One  CoAnoUy,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,  an  aftive 
enterprizinff  man,  who  feems  to  havebe^n  well 
calculated  tor  fuch  an  uiJdertaking,  was  the  framer 
pf  this  defign ;  and  his  pi^ojeA  being  approved  of 
by  Lord  Dunniore,  l/e  with  great  difficulty  and 
danger  carried  on  a  ncgociation  with  the  Ohio 
Indians,  and  his  friends  among  the  back  fettlers, 
upon  the  fubje£t.  This  having  fucceeded  to  his 
fatisfa^^icm,  he  returned  to  Lord  Dunmore^  who 
fent  him  with  the  necefiary  credentials  toBofton, 
where  be  received  a  commifTion  from.  General 
Gage,  to  ad  as  colondl  commandant,  ifrith  aflu- 
f  ances  of  fupport  and  aififtance,  at  the  time  and  in 
the  manner  appointed*  .  It  was  intended,  tha^  the 
garrifon, which  we  had  at  Detroit,  and  fome  other 
of  the  remote  back  forts,  with  their  artillery  and 
ammunition, .  ihould  be  fubfervient  to  this  dcfi^, 
znd  the  adventurer  ezpeftfcd  to  draw  fome  aflift* 
ance,.  at  leaft^  of  volunteers  and  officers,  from  the 
neareft  parts  of  Canada.  He  was  to  grant  all  com- 
miffions  to  the  officers,  and  to  have  the  fupreme  di- 
recUon  in  every  thing  of  the  new  forcea,  and  as 
foon  as  they  were  in  lufficicnt  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia  inXucb  a  manner,  as  to 

K  n  mpet 
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1775.  meet  Lord  Dunmore^  tt  a  0iTcn  time  in  die  month 
</^->rsj  of  April,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alexandria,  upon  the 
river  Potowmac,  who  was'  to  bring  fuch  a  naval 
force,  and.  other  affiance,  as  was  deemed  necef*- 
fary  for  the  purpofe.  It  was  alfo  a  part,  and  not 
the  Icaft  comprehenfive  of  tliis  plan,  to  cut  off  (he 
communication  between  the  northern  and  fouthem 
colonies* 

Cdnolly        Thus  far,  aflBsdrs  feemed  to  look  well  with  our 

takeff     •  adventurer  ;  but  on  his  road  through  Maryland  to 

a^d  th?'  *^  ^^^^ '  ^  aftion^  and  when  he  was  Jo  far  ad- 

fchcmc     vanced  that  the  wotft  feemcd  nearly  oyet^the  vigi- 

fniftrat'd.  lance,  or  fuipicious  temper  of  one  of  the  c<munit- 

tees,  unfortunately  fruftkited  all  his  hop^    Being 

taken  up  on  fufpicion^  with  two  of  his  aflbciates 

who  travelled  atong  i^h  him,  his  papers  betlayed 

every  thing ;  among  tfaefe  was'  the  genienil^  fchieme 

of  the  defign,  a  letter  from  Lord  Dmunore  to  one  of 

the  Indian  chiefs,  with  fqch  other  authentic  vouch^^ 

ers,  as  lefr  noting  to  be  doubted.    The  ps4>en 

were  puUiihed  by  the  CongrefS)  and  the  under^- 

takers  fent  to  priibn. 

As  it  does  not  ^pehr  thslt  tiie  loyalifb .  were  very 
lenient  to  thofe  who  differed  whb  them  in  jpolitibal 
dpintoritf,  during  the  fliort  time  of  their  Jfiflperiority  in 
the  country  adjoining  to  Norfolk^  fo  now^  -upon 
the  turn  of  affairs,  the  obtaining  a{^auAble  ihewof 
juilice,  .ujlder  the  coiom*  of  retaliation,  afforded 
fuch  a  ^vourable  opportuflity  for  the  praftice  of  fe- 
verity,  and  the  gratification  of  private  pique,  and 
natural  malignity,  on  the  other  fide,. a&  is  never 
known  to  be  negletked  by  axiy  party  in  fmiilaf  cir- 
cumlbnces.  For  thougii  many  had  taken  Ihelter 
on  board  the  (hips,  a  muth  greater  number  remain* 
ed  behind,  fome  being  wttfa(g  to  hazard  fome  dan* 
ger,  rather  than  abandon  tneir  property ;  others 
lipping  that  their  conduA,  from  its  modefation, 
would  bear  enquiry.;  and  the. majority ,  from  their. 

having 
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having  no  profpcft  of  fubfiftance  if  jhcy  quitted    1775. 
home,  and  an  expeflation  tliat  their  obfcurity  would  '^-'v-y 
favc  them  from  notice.     To  conclude,  fucJi  charge? 
of  opprcffion,  injufiice,  and  cruelly,  were  made  6n 
both  fidei,.  as  are-ufuatly  done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time,  thJe  people  in  the  fleet  wer^  L.  Dun- 
diftreflcd  for  provifion*  and  nec<  more  re- 

fort,  and  were  cut  off  from  every  «(he"thc 

from  the  Ihbrc.    This  occalioned  towo  of 

ing  between  the  armed  Oiips  and  Norfolk, 

forces  that  were  ftationed  on  the  c< 
at  NorfbJk.     At  length,  upon  th 
liverpoof  inan  of  war  from  Engi; 
fent  on.  &ore^  to  put  the  queftion, 
would  AipplymsMajefly'sOiipswithp 
being  anfwered  in   the  negative,   : 
.thehiirbour  being  contintiaUy  annoy 
the  rebels,  from  that  part  of  the 
next  the  nater,  it  was. determined i 
by  deflroyii^  it.    Previous  notice  b 
ly  given  to  the  inhabitants,  that  the; 
from  the  danger,  the  firft  day  of  tlie  new  year  was 
fignili;zBd  by  th^  attack,  vhen  a  violent  cannonade, 
&om  the  Liverpool  frigate,   two  floops  of  war,  and 
the  Governor's  armed  Ihip  the  Dunmore,  fccondcd 
by  parties  of  the  failors  and  marines,  who  landed 
and  fet  fire  to  the  neare(t  hoiifes,  foon  produced  the 
defired  cSeSi,  and  the  whole  town  was  reduced 
to  afbes. 

It  appears  fi:om  a  gazette  publtlhed  in  the  Gover- 
nor's Jhip,  (who  had  jreniovcd  the  printing  prels 
and  materials  thither  from  Norfolk)  that  it  was 
only  intended  to  dciiroy  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  next  the  water  ;  but  that  tlie  rcbek  complcated 
the  deftru^ion,  by  fctting  6re  to  the  back  and  re- 
mote ftrcets,  which,  as  the  wind  was  in  their  favour, 
would  have  othcrwife  been  fafe  from  the  fury  of 
the  flames.  It  is  not,  however,  ealy  to  prefcribe 
limits 
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I775f  limits  to  the  progrcfs  of  a  fire  in  fuch,  or  indeed  in 
yr>r<j  any  circumilances.    A  few  of  thofc  who  landed, 
;ls  well  as  of  the  rebelS)  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfortunate  town  of 
Norfolk,  the  nioft  confidcrable  for  commerce  ia 
the  colony,  andfo  growing  and  flourifhing  before 
thefe  unhappy  troubles,  that  in  the  two  years  from 
1773  to  i775>  the  rents  of  the  hotifes  increafed 
from  8,000  to  10,000  pounds  a  ycjur.  The  whole 
lofs  is  eftimated  at  above  300,000!.  However  juft 
the  caufe,  or  urgent  the  necefSty,  which  induced 
this  meafure^  it  was  undoubtedly  a  grievous  and 
odious  talk  to  a  governor,  to  be  nimfeif  a  principal 
aftor,  in  burning  and  dcftroyinjj  the  bed  tovm  in 
his  ggvemmcnt.  The  rebels,  awr  this  tranfadion, 
to  cut  oflf.  every  refource  from  the  Ihips,  and  partly 
perhaps  to  punifh  the  wefl-aflfefted,  burnt  and  de.» 
ftroyed  the  houfcs  and  plantations  within  reach  of 
the  water,  and  obliged  the  people  to  remove,  with 
their  cattle,  prpvifions,  arid  portable  efifefts,  farther 
into  the  country.         "  •    .    • 

Tranfac-       Nor  was  the  fituation  of  other  governors  in  Ame* 

tions  in     rica,  much  more  eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dnn- 

B.  Caro-  ^lore.    In  South-Carolina,  Lord  William  Campbell, 

^  having,  as  they  faid,  entered  into  a  negociation 

with  the  Indians,  for  coming  in  to  the  fupport  of 

government  in  that  province,  and  having  alfo  fuo- 

ceeded  in  exciting  a  number  of  thofe  back  fettlers, 

who  we  have  heretofore  feen  diftinguilhed  in  the 

Carolinas,  under  the  title  of  Regulators,  to*  efpoufe 

the  fame  caufe,  the  dilfcovery  of  thefe  *  meafures, 

before  they  were  fufficiently  ripe  for  execution, 

occafioned  fuch  a  ferment  among  the  people,  that 

•  he  thought  it  neceffary  to  retire  from  Charles-Town 

0  on  board  a  fhip  of  war  in  the  river,  from  whence 

he  returned  no  more  to  the  feat  of  his  government. 

In  the  mean  time  a  Mr.  Drayton,  who  was  judg(j 

of  the  fuperior  court,  and  one  of  the  moil  leading 

men 
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men  in  the  colony,  marched  with  a  ftrong  anned  1775* 
force  to  the  back  fettlements,  where  a  treaty  was  ^^^^v^^ 
concluded  between  him  and  ihe  leaders  of  the 
Regulators  ;  in  which  the  differences  between  them 
were  attributed  to  mifinformation,  a  mifundorftand- 
ing  of  each  others  views  and  deiigns,  and  a  tender- 
nefs  of  confcience  on  the  fide  or  the  latter,  which 
prevented  their  figning  the  afibciation,  or  purfuing 
any  mcafures.  againft  government ;  but  as  they  now 
engaged,*  neither  by  word  or  aft  to  impede  or  con- 
travene fuch  proceedings  as  ihould  be  adopted  and 
purfued '  by  ■  the  province  in  general,  nor  to  give 
any  information,  aid,  or  afliftance,  to  fuch  Britifli 
troops  as  ihould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it,  fo  they 
were  to  be  entirely  free  in  their  condud:  otherwifc, 
to  enjoy  a  fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no  molefta- 
tion,  for  their  not  taking  an  a£tive  part  in  the  pre* 
fcnt  troubles. 

The  government  of  the  province  was  lodged  in 
a  council  of  fafety  confiding  of  1 3  perfons,  with 
the  occafional  affiilance  of  a  committee  of  ninety- 
nine.  As  they  had  intelligence  that  an  armament 
was  preparing  in  England,  which  was  particularly 
intended  againft  it,  no  means  were  left  untried  for 
its  defence,  in  difciplining  the  forces,  procuring 
arms  and  gun-powder,  and  particularly  in  fortifying 
and  fecuring  Charles-Town. 

Similar  meafures  were  purfued  in  North  Caroli-  Tranlac 
tiZj  (with  the  difference  that  Governor  Martin  was  tions  in 
mbrc  aftive  and  vigorous  in  his  proceedings)  but  N.  Caro- 
was  attended  with  as  little  fuccefs.    The  Provincial  ^*°* 
Congrcfs,  Committee,  and  Governor  were  in  a  con- 
finuaJ  ftate  of  the  moft  violent  warfare.     Upon  a 
number  of  charges,    particularly  of  fomenting  a 
civil  war,  and  exciting  an  infurredion  among  the 
negroes,  he  was  declared  an  enemy  to  America  in 
general,  and  to  that  colony  in  particular,  and  all 
perfons  forbidden  from  holding  any  communication 

■"'''  with 
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1775.  wth  him.     TUefc  tkclarations  he  anfwcred- with  a 
^yy^  proclamation. of  imcomnion  length,  which  the  Pro- 
vincial Congrds  r^folvcd  to  be  a  falfc,  fcandalous, 
fcurrilou^,. malicious,  and  feditious  libel,  and  order- 
ed to  be  burnt  by  the  hand&of  the  common  haagman. 

expe£Ud  by  means  of  the  bacb 

of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and 

who  w«re  numerous  in  the  pro- 

raife  a  confidcrable  force»,  he 

and  arm  his  palace  at  Newbem, 

■the  double  purpofe  of  a  gar- 

Before  this  could  be  effeded. 

cannon  excited  fuch  a  comm<v 

te,  that  he  found  it  neceflary  to 

abandon  the  palace,  and  retire  on  board  a  floop  c^ 

war  ia  Cape  Feaf^riv^r.     The  people  upon  this 

dcc:ifiQn,  dilcoVered  powder,  fliot,  ball,  and  various 

military  Itores  and  implements,  which  had  been  - 

{juried  in  the  fuia^e  garden  and  yard ;  this  ier*ed 

10  inflame  them  exccccKngly,  every  man  confidetjnj 

k  as  if  it  had  beenii  plot  againH:  himfclfio  particulate 

In  other  relpccU,  Xh^  provinoE  had  follpjived  the 
cxainple  of  their  ileiglibours  in  South-Carolina,,  by 
cllabliniiog  a  council  and  committees  of  fafety,  with 
other  fubllitutes  for  a  regular  and  permanent  go- 
vernment. They  alfo  purfucd  the  fame  methods  qf 
providing  for  defence,  of  raifing,  arming  and  fup- 
porti»£  forces,'  and  o£  training  tbe  •  militia,  and 
■  .  ihewed  equal  vigour  and  ea^ernefs  in  ajl  their  prq^ 
ceedings.  Hie  provincial  Congrefs  published  an 
oddrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britilh  em^re,  of 
the  {ame  nature  with  tbt^e  we  have  formerly  fcen 
to'  the  people  of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  coib- 
taining  the  lame  profelTions  of  loyalty  and'a&^^on, 
and  declaring  tjie  fame  carneft  defire  of  a  recon- 
iiation. 

Genet^ 


'^ 
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Gentersrt  Gage  having  tdurncd  in  the  beginning    1775. 
df  O^xjbcr,  toEngknd,  the  cotomaiui  in'ehicf  of  Vj^vs^ 
the  arftiy  at  Bofton;  devolted  up<m  GiSrteral  Howe,  General 
who  foon  after  iffoed  a  proclattiaticm^  by  which.  Gage  rc- 
fiich  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted  to  quit  the  tot^  turns  to 
without  Kcence,  \c<crc  condemned  to  'military  exe-  England, 
cution,  if  detefted  and  taken^  and  if  rfiey  efcaped,  ~*^g^^ 
to  be  proceeded  s^aittft  as  ttaitots,  by  the  forfeiture  command 
of  their  effcfts.     By  another,,  ftich  as  obtained  per-  by  Gen. 
miffion  to  quit  the  town,  were  reftrained  by  fevcre  Howe. 
penalties,  from  carrying  more  than  a  fmall  l^ecificd 
fom  of  money  with  them.  •   He  alfo  enjoined  the 
figning  and  entering  into  ^rt  aflbciatioti/  by  which 
the  remaining  inhabitants  oflfered  their  perfons  for 
the  defence  of  the*  town,  and  fuch  of  them  as  he 
approved  ofy  were  to  be  armedy  formed  into  com- 
panies,   and  inftruftcd   in  'military  exercifcs    and 
(fffcipline,  the  rfcmainder  bekig^obKged  to;pay  their 
quotas  in  money,  iowar ds  the  common  defence.  v 


- 1 


As  the  limited  tt/tm,  for  which  ih;^  Ibldiers  in  the 
army  before  Bofton  bad  enlifted,  was  nearly  ex-  Centl- 
jMred,  a  committee  from  the  General  Congrcfs,  con-  nental 
fiftitig  of  feveral  of  its  moft  ref^tiiable  members,  ^^^Y  ^y 
wetttt  fetit  thither  to  take  the  ncceffary  meafures,  [°^^^^ 
in  conjundion  with  General  Wafhington,  for  keep-  lif^  f^/a 
ing  it  from  dilbanding.     This,  however,  does  not  new  term. 
feem  to  have  been  a-  work  of  any  great -difficulty, 
the  whok  army  having  re-ettlifted  for  a  year  cer- 
tain to  come.     Of  all  the  difficulties  which  the 
Americans  met,  .in  thdlr  attempts  towards  the  efta- 
biiibment   of    a  fnilitary  force,    notffing   affeded 
them  fo  grievoufly,   or  was  found  fo  hard  to  be  re^ 
medied,  as  the  want  of  gun-powder.      For  tho' 
they;  ufcd  the  utmoft  diligence  in  the  colleding  and 
preparing  of  nitre,  and  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the 
manufacture  ;  the  refource  from  their  induflry  muft 
necetfarily  be  flow,  and  with  regard  to  any  confider- 
ablc  effed  diftant*    Nor  had  they  yet  opened  that 
commerce,  nor  entered  into  thofe  mcafures  with 

foreign 
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1775.  fordgn  ftatcs,  which  have  fmcc  jprocurcd  them  st 
^^^^"^^^  fupply  of  military  articles.  Indcecl  the  fcarcity  of 
powder  was  fo  greats  thatitisfaid  the  troops  at  Bun^ 
ker's  Hill,  had  not  a  fmgle  charge  left  at  the  end  of 
that  (hort  engagement :  and  it  is  alfo  faid,  that  the 
weakneis  of  the  army  before  Bofton  in  that  re^£t^ 
^^  at  6ne  time  fo  great,  that  nothing  but  our 
ignorance  of  the  circumltance,  could  have  faved 
them  from  being  difpcrfed  and  ruined.  They^ 
however,  left  nc^ing  undone  to  fupply  this  defed, 
and  among  many  temnorary.  expedients,  had  contri- 
ved to  purchafe,  without  notice  or  fufpicion,  all  the 
powder  on  the  coaft  of  Afiica,  and  plundered  the 
magazine  in  the  ifland  of  Bermuda,  of  above  i  oo 
barrels,  which  was  carried  off  (as  it  was  pretend- 
ed)  without  the  knowledge  of  the  inhabitants. 

Oa.  18        In  the  eourfe  6f  the  depredation,  threat,  and  hof* 
FaUnouth  ^^^^^y>  ^^^^^  continually  occurred  on  the  fea  coafts, 
cannon-    the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
aded  &     province  of  Maffiichufett's  Bay,  was  doomed  to  ex-^^ 
A^^L^'  perience  a  (hare  of  thofe  calamities,  which  were 
y        afterwards  difpenfed  in  a  greater  degree  to  Norfolk 
in  Virginia,  (already  taken  notice  of  in  the  tranf> 
actions  of  that  colony).    Some  particular  violence 
or  mifbehaviour^   relative  to  the  loading  of  a  maft« 
ihip,  drew  the  indignation  of  the  Admiral  upon  this 
place,  and  occalioned  an  order  for  its  deftrudion* 
The  officer  who  commanded  the  (hips  upon  this  oc* 
cafion,  gave  two  hours  previous  notice  to  the  in* 
habitants  to  provide  for  their  fafety,  and  this  time 
was  further  enlarged  till  the  next  morning,  under 
the  cover  of  a  negociation  for  delivering  up  their 
artillery  and  fmall  arms»  at  the  price  of  iaving  the 
town.    This,  however,  they  at  length  rcfufed  to 
comply  with ;  but  had  made  ufe  of  the  interme- 
diate time  in  removing  fo  many  of  their  effeds  as 
they  could  procure  carriages  for^  or  as  the  darkne& 
and  confufion  of  the  night  would  admit.of. 

About 
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About  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  a  cannonade    1775. 
was  begun,   and  continued  with  little  intermiffion   v^vn^ 
through  tho  day.     Above  300  fhot,  befides  bombs 
and  carcafles,  were  thrown  into  the  town,   and  the 
failors  landed  to  compleat  the  deftruftion,  but  were 
repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  a  few  men.     The  principal 
part  of  the  town,  (which  lay  next  the  water)  con- 
fifting  of  about    134  dwelhng  houfes,   278  (lore 
and  ware  houfcs,  with  a  large  new  church,  a  hew 
handforac  court -houfe,  the  old  town-houfe,   with 
the  public  library,  were  reduced  to  afhes ;  about 
100  of  the  worft   houfes,   being  favoured  by, the 
fituation  and  diftance,  efcapcd  deftruftion,  though 
not  without  damage.     Though  the  fettlements  in 
this  quarter  were  new,  being  moflly  eftabliftied  fincc 
the  laft  war,  this  fmall  town  was  amazingly  tTiriv- 
ing,  bcmg  fituate  on  a  fine  harbour,  and  having  a 
very  confiderable  trade,  fo  that  it  was  computed  to 
contain  about  6S0  families,  though  little  more  than 
one-third  of  that  number  of  dwelling  houfes. 

The  deftruftion  which  fell  upon  Falmouth,  pro-  Nov.  13. 
bably  accelerated  in  the  Affembly  of  MafTachufctt's  .  j 
Bay,  the  daring  meafure  (under   pretence  of  pro-  ^^^^  {^^ 

tefting  their  coafts)  of  pamng  an  a£t, -for  grant-  granting 

ing  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal^  and  the  ejlablifh-  letters  of 
ment  of  courts  of  admiralty^  for  the  trial  and  con*  marque 
demnation  of  Britijh  Jhips. — In  this  law  they  declared  p^jf^^" 
an  intention,  of  only  defending  the  coafts  and  navi- 
gation of  America,  extending  the  power  of  capture 
only  to  fuch  fhips  as  (hould  be  employed  in  bring, 
ing  fupplies  to  the  armies  employed  againft  them. 

In  the   courfe  of  the  fummer.  Articles  of  Con-  Articles 
federation  and  Perpetual  Union,  between  the  fe-  «f  confe- 
vcral  colonies  which  were  already  aflbciated,  with  ^^'^^'?|\ 
liberty  of  admiffion  to  thofe  of  Quebec,  St.  John's,  br?hc 
Nova-Scotia,  the  two  Floridas,  and  Bermudas,  con-  Conti- 
taining  rules  for  their  general  government  in  peace  nental 
and  war,  both  witji   rcfped  to  foreigners  and  each  Congreft. 

O  o  other. 
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i775»  other,  were  drawn  up  by  the  General  Congrefs, 
^^-^""^^  and  by  them  tranfmittcd  to  the  different  colonics, 
for  the  infpedion  and  confideration  of  their  refpec- 
tivc  affemblies.  As  thefc  Articles  of  Confederation, 
&Ci  were  the  only  out-liries  by  which  the  general 
movements  and  operations  of  the  different  colonies 
in  future  were  regulated,  and  as  they  may  ferve  in 
a  great  meafure  to  (hew  the  general  fenfe  and  fpirit 
ot  thcfe  times,  we  have  given  them  at  large,  with 
many  other  intereiling  Papers,  neceffary  to  eluci- 
date this  Hiftory  in  the  Appendix. 

The  people,  however,  were  not  yet  fufficiently 
*  irritated,  nor  their  affefitions  and  prejudices  fuffi- 
ciently broken,  to  accede  to  a  Coni^deracy,  which 
though  conditionally  framed  and  worded,  yet  led  to 
a  total  feparation  firom  the  mother  country.  For  tho* 
they  took  up  arms  and  oppofed  government,  ffill,  it 
was  in  general,  imder  the  hope  of  obtaining  thereby 
a  redrels  of  grievances  ;  and  that  being  the  nearer 
and  more  agreeable  object,  they  would  not  willingly 
look  to  any  thing  further,  efpecially  to  one  fo 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It  required  a  longer 
time  in  the  contemplation  of  real  or  fuppofed  in- 
juries, and  in  fpeculations  upon  future,  together 
with  frefh  and  conftant  fourccs  of  irritation,  to 
arrive  at  that  habit  of  vexation  and  hatred,  which 
was  neceffary  to  break  ties  of  fo  long  a  ftanding, 
and  to  familiarize  fo  new  an  idea. 

Commcr- 

cial  rcfo-  A  rcfolution  was  alfo  paffed  by  the  Congrefs  at 
lution,  the  appearance  of  autumn,  that  as  America  was 
fufpcud-  bleffed  with  a  moft  plentiful  harveft,  and  IhouM 
certain  ^^^^  a  great  fuperfluity  to  fpare  for  other  nations, 
cafes  the  f^  ^f  ^^^  l^^c  reftraining  laws  were  not  repealed, 
prohibi-  within  fix  months  from  the  20th  of  July,  on  which 
tion  with  they  commenced,  the  cuftom-houfes  fhould  be  every 
refpcA  to  ^hcre  (hut  up,  and  their  ports  from  thenceforth  be 
tioirand  ^P^^  ^^  every  ftate  in  Europe,  (which  would  admit 
importa-  and  proteft  their  commerce)  free  of  all  duties,  and 
tiutur  for 
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for  every  kind  of  commodity,  excepting,  only,  teas,  1775. 
and  the  merchandize  of  Great-Britain,  and  her  v^^vn^ 
dependencies.  And  the  more  to  encourage  foreign- 
ers to  engage  in  trade  with  them,  they  pafled  a 
refolution,  that  they  would,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  maintain  and  fupport  fuch  freedom  of  com- 
merce for  two  years  certain  after  its  commencement, 
notwithftanding  any  reconciliation  with  Great-Bri- 
tain, and  as  much  longer  as  the  prefent  obnoxious 
laws  fliould  continue,-— —They  alfo,  immediately, 
fufpended  the  non-importation  agreement,  in  favour  ^ 

of  all  fliips  that  (hould  bring  gun-powder,  nitre,  ful- 
pher,  -good  mulkets  fitted  with  bayonets,  or  brafs 
field  pieces,  fuch  Ihips  being  to  be  loaded  in  return 
with  the  value  of  their  careoes.     At  this  fitting  of 
the  General  Congrefs,  they  likewife  fcntout  a  fecond 
petition  to  the  King,  which  was  delivered  to  Lord 
Daitmouth,  by  Governor  Penn*  and  to  which  his 
Lordfhip  faid,— "  No  anjhver  wmld  be  given.^'    As 
it  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  when 
the  war  and  its  confequences  are  much  better  re- 
membered, than  the  circumftances  that  preceded, 
or  the  caufes  that  led  to  it,  whether  it  was  poffible 
that  fuch  fentiments  could  really  prevail  with  either 
of  the  parties,  at  the  time  fo  unnatural,  and  fo  un- 
happy a  conteft  took  place  between  them  ;  and  as 
the  particular  drift  of  this  Petition,   (diftinft  from 
its  great  and  general  objeft  of  a  reftoration  of  har- 
mony and  peace)  will,  we  apprehend,  be  more  fully 
underftood  by  their  own  fentiments  and  drefs  of 
language,  than  any  comment  of  ours  thereon,  we 
have  therefore  in  the  Appendix  given  it  in  full,  in 
their  own  cloathing,  with  all  the  fignatures  annexed* 
thereto  j  being  perfuaded,  that  whatever  were  the 
inward  intentions  of  the  parties,  the  language  was 
conciliatory,  and  the  requcft  not  immoderate.     The 
Americans  are  faidtohave  laid  great  ftrefs  upon  the 
fuccefs   of  this  final  application   to  the  Throne, 
(which  they  termed  their  Olive  Branch)  and  arc 

faid 
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1775*   (aid  to  have  relaxe4  their  operations  conHderably 
^<y^^r>u   upon  that  idea,  until  they  heard  the  event, 

Dec.  6th.      Towards  the  clofc  of  the  year,  the  General  Con- 
Declara-  grels  publilhed  a  declaration  in  anfwer  to  the  royal 
tion  in      proclamation  for  fuppreifing  rebellibn  and  fedition, 
^h'  R^      'w  hich  was  iffued  at  St.  James*s  on  the  23d  of  Augnft. 
al  pro^^'  ^  ^^^^^  piece  they  combated  and  denied  the  charges 
clamati-    o{  forgetting  their  allegiance,  of  treaibn,  and  rebel- 
on  of  the  lion^  and  took  particular  notice  of  the  dangerous 
jdAug.    tendency,  and  indifcriminate  nature  of  a  claufe, 
prohibiting  under  the  fevered  penalties,  the  carry- 
ing on  of  any  correfpondence  from  England,  with 
any  perfons  in  rebellion,  or  the  aiding  or  abetting 
of  fuch.     But  not  content  with  critical  obfervations, 
they  conclude  with  a  declaration  in  the  name  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Colonies,  That  whatever  pu« 
niihment  fhall  be  jnBided  upon  any  perlbns  in  the 
power  of  their  enjciies,  for  favouring,  aiding,  or 
abetting,  the  caufe  of  American  liberty,  ihouTd  be 
]:etaUated  in  the  fame  kind,  and  the  lame  degree, 
upon  thofe  in  their  power,  who  have  favoured, 
aided,  or  abetted,  or  fhould  favour,  aid,  or  abet, 
the  fyltgm  of  miniflerial  opprcllion. 

Different       ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ourfclves  make  no  obfervations  on 
opinions    the  forementioned  petition,  but  will  clofe  this  chap- 
refpea-     tcr,  (as  wcll  as  ;he  American  accounts  for  this  year) 
ing  this     yji(j^  {q^^  thoughts  of  the  Icgiflature  thereon,— 
peuuon.    'pi^Qfj.  ^{^Q  favoured  the  plan  of  pacifying  by  con- 
ccf&on,  loudly  clamoured  at  the  anfwer  of  Lord 
D^tmouth,  as  calculated  to  drive  the  colonies  to 
the  lad  extremities  of  independence  and  foreign 
connexion  ;  for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  fo  duti- 
ful and  decent  an  addrefs,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than 
a  renunciation  of  their  allegiance, — On  the  other 
hand,  the  friends  of  the  miniftry  took  it  into  a  dif* 
ferent  point  of  view.     The  petition,  they  allowed, 
had  a  decent  appearance.     But  did  they  formally 
admit  tlic  rights  of  parliament  ?  Were  they  not  flill 
I  in 


Chap.  X.         Civa  War  in  A  M1E  RICA,  [iB^ 

in  arms  ?  and  in  that  fituation  could  their  fincerity    1775. 
be  relied  on  ?  They  faid,  that  they  only  wanted  to   v-^^vn-/ 
gain  time  by  a  negociation,  until  they  had  formed 
their  government,  and  eftabliihed  their  ftrejigtb  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  would  render  all  future  efforts 
for  their  rcdu^ion  ineffectual.    We  had  already 
gone  far  in  the  expcnccs  of  a  war ;  we  fliould  not 
how  (lop  fhort ;  but  reap  the  benefits  to  government, 
which  always  arife  from  unfuccefsful  rebellion.  And 
Defides  thofe  great  objects,  of  puaiihing  the  obnox- 
ious, and  providing  for  our  friends,  to  revit,  with- 
out leaving  room  for  a  future  conteit^  that  uncon« 
ditioxial  fubmiflion  upon  the  Americans,  which  no 
treaty  or  negociation  could  ever  obtain.     While  on 
the  contrary,  if  amicable  terms  were  now  entered 
into,  all  our  expence  and  preparation  would  be 
thrown  away  }  we  mud  ihrmk  from  the  propofals    « 
we  had  made  to  foreign  Princes  for  hiring  their 
troops,  which  would  degrade  us  in  their  eyes,  as 
our  tamenefe  in  putting  up  with  tikc  infolence  of 
our  own  people,  would  in  thofe  of  all  Europe ;  and 
all  the  buille  we  bad  made  would  pafs  over,  without 
having  imprefled  the  colonies  with  a  fenfe  of  oui; 
<Ugnity,  or  with  the  terror  of  our  power.     Befide^ 
the  nation  was  prepared  by  the  language  of  war  foe 
the  event,  and  it  was  not  certain  that  vigorous  mea- 
Hwcctj  if  it  ihould  be  found  ncceffary  to  refuma 
tbem>  would  be  fo  well  received  as  they  were  ia 
the  prefent  temper  of  the  nation,  whofe  favourable 
difpofition  wag  to  be  carefully  cultivated,  and  em? 
ployed  in  the  critical  moment. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XL 

jtffairs  Mt  Boflon  continued  t9  the  total  emharkaiion  of  General 
Ho'me^s  army  from  that  garrifon  to  Halifax^-^^From  the 
blockade  of  Quebec  by  jimoldf  to  the  entire  recovery  of  M 
Canada f  partictdarizing  the  retaking  of  Montreal^  Chanfhlee^ 
St,  John's  f  bfc, — Continuation  of  affairs  in  Firginia^  North 
and  South  Carolinas. — Some  account  of  Sir  Peter  Parker* t 
fquadronf  Lord  Cornnvallis  and  General  Clinton* s  troofi^ 
with  their  attack  on  Sullivan* s  Ifland. 


1776.  'THHE  delays  and  misfortunes  whkh  the  tran- 
January  J^  fports  and  viftuallcTs  from  England  and  Irc- 
^'^^^^'^  land  had  experienced,  reduced  our  forces  at  Bofton 
Diftrcffe«  to  great  diftrcfs.  To  their  diftrefs  was  added  the 
of  the  mortification  of  feeing  feveral  vcffels  which  were 
^y  ^  laden  with  the  ncceffarics  and  comforts  of  life, 
dwine  taken  in  the  very  entrance  of  the  harbour  ;  whilff 
the  win.  different  circumirances  of  tide,  wind,  or  fituation, 
ten  dilabled  the  fhips  of  war  from  preventing  the  mif- 

ehiefi  The  lofs  of  mod  of  the  coal  fhips  was  par- 
ticularly felt,  as  fuel  could  not  be  procured,  and 
the  climate  rendered  that  article  indifpenfable.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  were  in  a  ftate  ftill  more  de- 
plorable. Detained  againft  their  will,  cut  off  from 
all  intercourfc  with  their  friends,  expofed  to  all  the 
confequcnces  of  that  contempt  and  averfion  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were  regarded  by  the' 
foldiery,  and  at  the  fame  time  in  want  of  almofl 
^very  neccflary  of  life.  Calamitous  however  as 
that  fituation  was,  it  fcrved  as  a  fort  of  rcftige  to 
thofe  who  were  either  zealous  in  favour  of  the  King's 
government,  or  fo  diffatisfied  with  the  new  ftate  of 
things,  that  they  could  no  longer  live  with  comfort, 
fomc  of  them  hardly  with  fafety,  in  their  own  homes. 

It  was  even  feared  that  the  military  ftores  would 
fail,  and  fait  provifions  at  laft  grew  fcarce.  The 
troops  at  Bunker's  Hill  underwent  great  hardfliips, 
being  obliged  to  lie  in  tents  all  the  winter,  under 

the 
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^he  driving  fnows,  and  expofed  to  the  almoft  into-  1776. 
'crably  cutting  winds  of  the  climate  in  that  feafon,  Wn-' 
which  with  the  ftrift  and  conftant  duty  occafioned 
by  the  ftrcngth  and  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  rendered 
that  fervice  exceedingly  feverc  both  to  the  private 
men  and  officers.  Various  attempts  were  made,  to 
remedy  or  to  leffen  fomc  of  the  wants  which  now 
prevailed  in  the  army.  That  of  firing,  which  was 
*the  moil  immediately  and  intolerably  preffing,  was 
in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  the  deftrudion  of  houfes. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure  proviiions  were  not 
attended  with  any  great  fucccfs.  Some  veffcls 
which  were  fent  to  Barbadoes,  obtained  through  the 
afliftance  of  the  Governor,  and  bcfort:  the  matter 
was  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo  moderate  that  it 
would  not  at  t)ther  times  have  been  taken  more 
notice  of  than  any  common  occurrence  in  trade ; 
but  being  now  cut  off  from  their  ufual  refources, 
and  having  as  they  faid,  a  famine  flaring  them  in 
the  face,  with  80,000  Blacks,  and  20,000  Whites 
to  feed,  and  no  fufHcient  flock  in  hand,  nor  any 
certain  fupply  in  profpeft,  the  meafure  was  deemed 
fo  dangerous,  that  it  occafioned  a  dired  addrefs 
from  the  affembly  to  the  king,  including  along  with, 
the  detail  of  their  own  melancholy  fituation,  flrong 
complaints  againfl  the  conduft  of  the  Governor.     * 

A  detachment  of  marines,  with  an  armed  fhip  Seven 
and   fome  tranfports,  were  fent   to  Savannah  in  <^yg<^\ 
Georgia,  with  a  view,  as  it  would  fecm  by  the  ^,^^3^^*^ 
event,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of  rice  and  other  pro-  fignedlr 
vifions,  whether  by  force  or  otherwifc.    The  militia,  burnt  hj 
however,  tookto  their  arms,  and  would  not  permit  *!>«  p^- 
the  marines  to  land,  nor  the  fhips  to  hold  any  cor-  y^^*^^ 
refpondence  with  the  fhore.     In  the  courfe  ot  the    - 
debate  which  arofe  upon  this  occafion,  fome  officers 
belonging  to  the  polony  were  feized  and  detained 
on  board  the  (hips,  and  their  releafe  being  refufed 
with  a  high  hand,  and  other  circumftanccs  of  aggra- 
vation 
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1776.  Vation  occurring  on  both  fides,  fomc  batteries  were 
^^^^^'^  fpcedily  erefted  by  the  militia  on  tile  banks  of  the 
river,  and  an  engagement  with  cannon  and  fm-all 
arms  took  place^  in  which  fome  blood  was  fpik,  and 
feVen  loaded  veffels  belonging  to  the  Colony,  which 
the  commanders  of  the  King's  armed  veflfels,  feem- 
ingly  by  coHufion  with  the  Captains  or  owners,  had 
got  poflcffion  of,  and  whofe  cargoes  would  effeSaal- 
ly  have  anfwered  their  purpofe,  were  defigncdly 
burnt  in  the  conflict. 

In  this  ftatc  of  things  cm  our  fide,  the  provincials 
before  Bofton  were  well  covered  and  ftipplied  in 
their  lines.  They  expefted  with  the  moft  earneft 
folicitude  the  fetting  in  of  the  froft,  which  ufually 
takes  place  there  about  Chrifbnas,  and  generally 
covers  the  harbour,  and  all  the  adjoifiing  rivers  and 
creeks,  «with  a  furface  of  folid  ice.  They  founded 
great  hopes  upon  this,  as  upon  a  moft  powerful 
auxiliary,  by  whofe  aid  they  did  not  only  extend 
their  views  to  the  recovery  of  the  town,  but  to  the 
ftizure'or  dcftruftion  of  the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the 
land  forces. 

In  thefe  they  were  difappointed.  The  winter 
"Was  uncommonly  mild,  and  the  froft  had  none  of 
the  efFefts  they  expefted.  The  expcft  at  ion,,  how- 
ever, probably  influenced  their  operations,  and 
occafioned  their  continuing  more  quiet  than  they 
otherwife  would  have  done.  The  arrival  of  a  copy 
of  the  King's  fpeech,*  with  an  account  of  the  fate 

of 

King's  *  In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne,  at  the  opening  of  parlia- 

fpecch.  mcnt,  Od.  26th,  1775, .  After  accounting  for  this  early  meet • 
xng  by  the  fituation  of  America,  heavy  complaints  were  made 
of  the  mifreprefentations  of  the  leaders  of  fedition  in  the  coIo* 
nics,  who  having  firft  infufcd  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  a 
fyftem  of  opinions  repagn ant  to  their  tnw  conftitutional  fubor- 
dination,  had  at  length  commc;pced  hoililities,  ^od  ufurped  the 
whole  powers  of  government.  Hi*  Majefty  then  entered  into 
the  difference  of  the  views  of  thofe  leaders,  and  of  thofe  of  the 

crown 
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of  the  petition  from  the  Continental  Congrcls,  is    1776. 
Cud  to  have  excited  the  greateft  degree  of  rage   v^vn^ 
and  indignation  amon^ft  them  j  as  a  proof  of  which  Effc^«  of 
the  former  was  pubhcly  burnt  in  the  camp ;  and  ^^^.  ^^^^ 
they  are  feid  upon  this  occafion  to  have  changed  fp^*"^. 
their  coloura  from  a  phin  red  ground,  which  they 
had  hitherto  ufed,  to  a  flag  with  thirteen  ftripcs,  as 
a  frmbol  of  the  number  and  union  of  the  Co- 
^  ionies. 

crowa  and  parlkunent,  from  whence  tlie  fbnner  dcrired  their 
prefect  advantages.  The  view  of  the  latter  was  rather  to  un- 
dccei¥e«  than  pvAiih*  Therefore  only  baail  forces  wiei«  lent, 
and  propofitioos  of  a  conciliatory  nature  accompanied  the 
meafures  taken  to  enforce  authority.  The  former,  whilft  they 
endeaTonred  to  deludt  with  fpecious  proleilionsy  had  in.  view 
nothing  but  the  eftabliihing  of  an  lodependoit  cmpiie*  That 
the  otnfeqiieiices  of  the  fiiocefs  of  each  plan  were  too  obvioiis. 
The  ijpirit  of  the  Bntifli  nation  was  too  high»  and  its  refourcot 
too  numerous^  to  fuffer  her  tamely  to  lofe  what  had  been  ac- 
cpired  vntk  fo  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great  tendemefs,  and  pro- 
teded  at  much  expence  of  blood  and  ti>eafurc.  That  vrUiomf 
and  in  the  end  clemency,  required  a  fuD  exertion  oT  tbefe  re- 
fouKcs.  That  the  navy  bad  been  encrealed,  ajid  the  land 
forces  greatly  augmented*  Foreign  fjuccours  (though  no 
treaty  was  then  concluded)  were  held  out.  The  difpofition  of 
the  Hanover  troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar  was  fpedfied. 
In  the  end,  an  aifurance  of  the  royal  mercy  was  given,  as  foon 
as  the  delttded  nrakitude  ihodd  become  fenfibk  of  their  error,  ^ 
and  to  prevent  the  inconveniencies  which  might  arife  from  the 

rt  ddilance  of  their  fltuation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as  poiH* 
the  calamities  which  they  fuffer,  authority  would  be  given 
to  certain  pcrfons  upon  the  fpot,  to  grant  general  or  particular 
panions  and  indemnities,  in  fuch  manner,  and  to  fuch  perfons, 
aa  they  ihould  think  fit,  and  to  receive  the  fubmiilion  of  any 
province  or  colony  which  (hould  be  difpoTed  to  vetum  to  its' 
alleeiance.  It  was  alfo  otferved,  that  it  might  be  proper  to 
authorile  fuch  commiffioncrs,  to  rcftorc  any  province  or  colony, 
returning  to  its  allegiance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its  trade  and 
conmerce,  and  to  me  fame  prote^on  and  fecunty  as  if  it  had 
never  revolted.  '  At  the  conclufion  they  were  informed, 
that  from  afluraoces  received,  as  well  as  from  the  general  ap^ 
pearances  of  affairs  in  Europe,  there  was  no  apparent  proba- 
bility that  the  meafures  which  they  might  adopt,  would  be  in* 
tcrrbpted  by  difputes  with  any  foreign  power. 

Pp  In 
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1776.  In  the  mean  time, the  atriTal  by  degrees  of  ferc- 
v.^'"^^"^  ral  of  thofc  fcattered  veffels  which  had  failed  from 
thcfe  kingdoms  with  provifions  and  neceffarics, 
alleviated  in  a  confiderable  degree  the  diftrcffes  of 
the  forces  at  Bofton ;  and  though  the  winter  was 
not  fevere  enough  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes  of 
their  enemies,  the  climate  prevailed  fo  far  as  to  ren- 
:  der  both  parties  fond  of  their  quarters ;  to  check 
the  fpirit  of  enterprize,  and  to  prevent  the  effufioa 
of  blood  ;  fb  that  for  two  on  three  months,  an  unex* 
ampled  quiet  prevailed  on  beth  fides. 

Anord-  During  this  (late  of  thirtgs,  the  American  cruizers 
nance  and  privateers,  though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
ihip  fciz-  being  for  the  greater  part  no  better  than  whale 
^^'  boats, .  grew  daily  more  numerous,  and  fuccefsful 

againil  the  tranfports  and  ftore  (hips  ;  and  among 
a  multitude  of  other  prizes,  had  the  fortune  of 
taking  one,  which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their  mili- 
tary operations.  This  was  an  ordnance  (hip  from 
Woolwich,  which  had  unfortunately  feperated  from 
her  convoy,  and  being  herfelf  of  no  force,  was 
taken  without  defence  oy  a  fmall  privateer.  This 
vcflTel  contained  befides  a  large^  mortar  upon  a  new 
conftruftion,  feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon,  a 
large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  with 
I  all  manner  oi  tools,  utenfils,  and  machines,  ncccf- 

fary  for  camps  and  artillery,  in  the  greateft  abun- 
dance. The  lofs  of  this  fhip  was  much  refented  ia 
'England,  and  occafioned  fome  very  fevere  animad- 
verfion  upon  the  Admiralty,  both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of  fuch  value  and 
importance  in  a  defcncelefs  vcflcl. 

The  tranquility  at  Bofton,  was  in  the  beginning 
of  March  unexpeftedly  broke  in  upon,  by  fomc.fud- 
deii  and  unexpefted  movements  on  the  fide  of  .the 
provincials.     It  is  faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Congrc& 

had 
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had  received  intelligence  of  the  Prohibitory  A£k,*  1776* 
and  of  the  hiring  of  torcign  troops,  they  immediate-  ^^-^^^"^ 
iy  difpatched  iaftruftions  to  Gen.  Washington,  to-  Bad  cf- 
tally  to  change  the  mode  of  carrying  on.  the  war,  ^^^^^^^^ 
and  to  bring  afiairs  at  Bofton  to  the  fpeedieft  deci-  hearing 
fion  that  was  poflibie,  in  order  that  the  army  might  ©f  the 
be  difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  oppofe  the  new  Prokibi- 
danffcrs  with  which  they. were  threatened.  tory-Btii 

^  •  and 

However  this  was,  a  battery  was  opened  near  frocff. 
the  water  fide,  at  a  place  called  Phipp's  F^rm,  on 

the 
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♦  On  the  20th  of  Nov.  1775.  Lord  North  brought  into  Prohibi- 
the  Houfe  of  Commons^  the  ^niou$  Prohibitory  Bill.  This  tcrv  Bill. 
Bill  abfolutely  intcrdi£is  all  trade  and  intercourfe  with  the 
Thirteen  United  Colonies.  All  properties  of  Americans  whether 
of  fhips  or  goodsy  on  the  high-feas  or  in  the  harbour,  are  de- 
dared  forfeited  to  the  captors  ;  being  the  officers  and  crews  of 
bis  a)^^eft]^*s  (hips  of  war  ;  and  feverai  claufes  of  the  bill  were 
inferred  to  facilitate  and  to  leflen  the  ezpence  of  the  condem* 
nation  of  prizes^  and  the  recovery  of  •  prize-money.  This  bill, 
bcfides  its  primary  obje^,  repealed  the  Bofton  port,  with  the 
Fifliery,  and  Reftraining  A6ls,  their  provifions  in  fome  inftan* 
ees  being  deemed  infumcicnt  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  warfare, 
and  their  operation  in  others,  being  liable  to  interfere  with  that 
of  the  intended  hlw.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to  appoint  com- 
miffioners,  who  b^fides  the  power  of  fimply  granting  pardons 
to  individaals,  were  authorised  to  enquire  mte  general  and  par- 
ticular grievances,  and  empowered  to  determine,  whetlier  any 
part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony,  were  returned  to  that  ftate  of 
obedience,  which  might  entitle  them  to  be  received  within  the 
king's  peace  and  proteAion,  in  which  cafe,  upon  1  declaration 
lirom  tb^  commiffioners,  the  reftric^ions  in  the  prefent  bill  were 
to  ccafe  in  their  favour. 

Treaties  lately  entered  into  between  his  Majefty,  the  Land-  Foreign 
grave  of  Heffe-Caffel,  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  the  here-  treaties. 
ditary  Prince  of  Heife-CafTel,  for  the  hiring  of  different  bodies 
of  their  troops  for  the  American  fervice,  amounting  in  the 
whole  to  about  17300  men.  The  conditions  of  thefe  treaties 
were,  That  the  troops  were  to  enter  into  pay  before  they  bf  gan 
to  march  ;  that  the  levy-money  was  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
near  7I.  10s.  per  man;  that  thofe  princes  were  aMb  to  he  fub- 
iidized,  and  that  a  double  fubfidy  is  in  one  inflance  to  be  con- 
tinued for  two  years,  and  for  one  year  in  another,   after  the 

troops 


1776. 

New 

batteries 

opened. 
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the  night  of  the  2d  of  March^  from  whence  a  fevere 
cannonade  and  bombardl^CQt  was  carried  on  a^^ainii 
the  town,  and  repe^ed  on  the  cnfukig  nights. 
Whilft  the  attcmion  of  the  army  wa»  occupied  by 
the  firing  of  houies  and  other  mifduefe  mcidcnt  to 
this  new  attack,  they  beheld  with  incxpreffible  fbr- 
prize,  on  the  morning  of  the  5di,  feme  confide- 
rable  works  appear  on  the.  other  fide  of  the  town, 
upon  the  heights  of  Dorchefter  Point,  which  had 
been  erefted  in  the  prccodii^  night,  and  from 
whence  a  24  pound  anid  a  bomb  battery,  were  foon 
after  opened.  Some  of  our  officers  have  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  expedition  with  which  thefe  works 
were  thrown  up,  with  their  fudden  and  unexpeded 
appearance,  recalled  to  their  minds  thofc  wonder- 
ful ftories  of  enchantment  and  invifible  agency^ 
which  are  fo  frequent  in  the  £aftem  Romances. 

The 
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titxip»  have  returned  to  their  refpe&ive  countries ;  and  that 
they  (the  Ilefliaii  troops)  ihoold  bie  under  no  cootrool  of  ekher 
King  or  parliament  (  for  the  exprefs  words  of  the  treaty  are, 
*<  that  they  (hall  remain  under  the  command  of  their  general, 
**  to  whom  His  Moft  Serene  Highnefs  has  entrufted  the  fame/' 
The  debates  on  thefe  affairs  were  long  and  animated 
in  both  houfes»  particularly  with  the  Lords,  where  the  Duke  of 
Richmond  moved  for  an  addrefs,  of  a  confiderable  length,  to 
his  Majefty,  in  which,  (befides  feveral  pointed  obfervations  re*- 
lative  to  the  treaties  at  large)  he  took  a  full  and  compreheniive 
view  of  American  affairs  in  general,  and  demonftraiively  (hewed 
from  various  laborious  and  accurate  calculations,  that  the  ufe  of 
17,500  mercenaries  for  the  prcfent  rear,  would  not,  taking  in 
all  contingendes,  coft  the  nation  leis  than  one  million  and  an 
half  (ler.  an  expence,  he  maintained,  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
htflory  of  mankind,  for  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number  of  men  ; 
therefore  moved  that  his  M^efty  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  countermand  the  march  ot  the  troops  of  Heffe,  Hanau,  and 
Brunfwick  ;  and  likewife  give  diredions  for  an  immediate  fu£* 
penfion  of  hodilities  in  America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foundatioa 
lor  a  .happy  and  permanent  rccoiiciliation  between  the  divided 
parts  ot  this  diitradled  empire.  This  motion  was,  however, 
fcjeftcd  by  the  ufual  majority,  of  about  IQP  to  32,  including 
proxies,  but  was  attended  with  an  unufual  proteil»  reciting  the 
terms  of  the  addrcfs  at  large. 
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T%e  fitttGEtion  of  the  army  w^  m^  vtff  (^iM<^*  1776W 
Hie  new  works,  along  noiih  thole  otkers  utrhich  ft  ^ 

was  evident  would  now  be  fpeedity  conAsiaded  on 
fetfie  of  the  nei^bourinjg  hilk,  would  cdmoumd  the 
town,  a  confiderable  pa^  of  the  harboair^  of  tii6 
beach,  from  whence  an  embarkation  Mft  take 
place  id  the  event  df  a  retreat,  akid  tendered  1^ 
comfmmicalion  between  the  troopis  in  the  W(Mrks 
at  Befton  Neck,  and  the  main  bodj)  difficult  tfid 
dangerous. 

lb  thefe  circumftances  no  alternative  temained, 
)>ut  to  abandon  the  town,  or  dklodge  the  cnemj 
and  ddfaroT  lihe  new  wori^sv  General  Ho>we,  witn 
his  ufoal  q>if it  and  refblution,  adopted  die  latter^ 
and  took  the  neceffiiry  meafures  for  the  embarka* 
tton  of  that  very  evening  of  five  regiments,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  gr€nadier8>  upon  a  fervice^ 
which  the  whole  army  m\iftc^  courfe  been  uhi* 
mately  engaged  in.  Thb  defign  was  fhiftrated  by 
iht  intervention  of  a  dreadful  flotm  at  night,  which 
rendered  the  embarkation  impradicable,  and  there* 
by  probably  prevented  the  lofs  of  a  great  number 
of  brave  men,  if  not  of  the  whole  army. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  with 
a  high  fenfe  of  the  Britifli  military  honour,  as  well 
as  of  his  own,  ^e  General  ihould  hazard  much, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  indignity  of  abandoning 
the  totvn.  He  commanded  a  torce,  which  he  knew 
had  been  eonfidered  and  rcprefented  here,  as  fuffi- 
clent  to  look  down  all  oppoiition  in  America ;  and 
whicli,  in  reality,  with  rcfpcft  to  the  number  of  regl- 
uaents,  if  not  of  men,  the  excellency  of  the  troops, 
and  charafter  of  the  officers,  and  the  powerful  artil- 
lery which  they  poflefled,  would  have  been  deemed 
rdpedable  in  any  country,  and  dangerous  by  tUiy 
enemy.  With  fuch  troops  to  give  up  that  town 
which  had  been  the  originsd  caufe  of  the  war  j  and 
the  conftant  objeft  of  contention  fince  its  com- 
mencement, 
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1776^  mcnccment^  to  a  raw  and  dcfpifed  militia,  feemed 
^xcluiiye  of  al1>other  ill  conleque^ccs,  a  difgrace  n<^ 
to  be  borne.  But  thcfc  brave  men  had,  by  a  variety 
of  events, .  and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought,  through 
original .  ejrror  and  mifcondu£t  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  war, .  beea  reduced  to  fuch  cir-cumitances, 
an4  fledged  in,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  no  means 
wejre  left  for  an  exertion  of  their  force  and  courage, 
that  were  not  fubjejl  to  the  grcatqft  danger  without 
affording  a  profpedi  of  fuccefs. 

Fortune  prevented  this  perilous  trial  in  the  firft 
inllance.  On  the  day  that  fucceeded  the  tempeft, 
the  defign  was  reaffumed,  but, upon  a  nearer  infpec- 
tion  it  was  difcovered,  that  a  new  work  had  been 
thrown  up,  which  was  ftronger  thai\  any  of  the  former, 
and  that  the  whole  were  npw  fp  completely  fortified, 
that  all  hope  of  forcing  them  was  at  an  end.  It 
became  clear  alio  that  Bodon  was  not  a  fituation 
very  happily  chofen  for  the  improvement  .of  any 
advantage  \yhich  might  be  obtained  towards  the^ 
tedudion  of  the  Colonies. 

Nothing,  now  remained  but  to  abandon  the  town, 
and  to  convey  the  troops,  artillery,  and  (lores,  on 
board  the  Ihips,  Nor. was  this  laft  refort  fficefrom 
difficulty  and  danger.  The  enemy,  howevjer,  con- 
tinued qiiiet  in  their  works,  and  made  not  the  fmal- 
lell  attempt  to  obftruft  the  epibarkation,  or  even 
to  moleft  the  rear,  it  is  faid,  and,  though  it  was  pofi- 
tivcly  denied  by  the  minifters  in  both  houfes,  fecms 
to  be  generally  believed,  that  fome  kind  of  convcn- 
tfen  or  agreement,  whether  verbal,  or  only  under- 
ftood  by  fccopdary  means,  was  ellabliflied  between 
the  Commanders  in  Chief  on  each  fide,  and  that 
the  abftaining  from  hollility  on  the  one,  was  the 
condition  of  faving  the  town  on  the  other.  In 
proof  of  this  it  is  af^rmed,  that  combuftibles  were 
ready  laid  for  firing  the  town,  and  that  the  feleft 

men 
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jxicn  were  permitted  t o .  go  out,  inid  to  hold  a  cdn-   i  yj6^ 
fcrence  with  General  Washington  u|Jori  the  fubje£t. 


■  t 


Notwhhftanding  this  fccurity,  the  cmbarkatioa 
could  not  be  rcgmatcd  in  fuch  a  manner,  though 
ten  days  were  fpent  in  carrying  it  into  execution, 
as  to  prevent  fomc  degree  of  precipitation,  difordei'^ 
and  lofe.  It  refemUcdf  more  the  emigration  of  a 
nation,  than, the  breaking  up  of  a  camp.\  Fifteen 
hundred  of  the  inhabitants^  whofe  attachment  .to 
the .  royal  caufc  had  rendered  them -obnoxious  to 
their  countrymen,  incumbered  the  tranf]x)rts  with 
their  families  and  cffefts.  The  OflicerB  hid  laid  out 
their  money  in  furniture,,  and  fuch  ;other  copve* 
niencics  as  were  ncccflary  to  r,tnder  thdr  fituation 
tolerable }  no  purchafers'  couW  be  procured  for 
thefe  effefts ;  and  it  woiild  have  been  crjaeky  in  the 
extreme  to  manyiof  them^  to  have  been  under  a 
neceflity  of  leaving  thbie  whole  .liibftancc  tiehind. 
The  foldiers  were  embarraffed  by  their  continual 
duty,  and  all  carriages  -and -labour'  that  cojuld  be 
procured  in  the  town,  were  of  courfe  monopolized 
by  the  emigrant  inhabitants.  Every  pcrfon  had 
fome  private  concern,  which  wa»  fufficient  to  occupy 
his  time  and  thouglus.  The  fick,  woMuded,  wo- 
men, and  children,  called  for  every  care  .and  atten- 
tion, and  of  courfe  increafed  the  embarraffnient  and 
diftrefs.  It  will  not  be. difficult  to  fuppofe  folne 
part  of  the  confufiqn  incident  to  fuch  circumftances. 

The  Generars  fituation  N?^as  truly  pitiable.  But  Embark-' 
he  bore  it  with  great  fortitude ;  and  conducted  the  a^io"- 
whole  with  admirable  temper.  S6nte  difeontents 
appeared,  which  were  to  be  endured  and.  allayed. 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  and  ill  fuccefs,  always  bred 
difcontent  in  camps.  This  was  in  f^We  meaftirc 
the  cafe  atprefent.  The  General  having  ixrceived 
no  advices  from  England  fince  the  preeedipg  month 
of  Oftober,  they  confidercd  theiid'elves  in  a  great 
meafure  as  abandoned,  and  left  to  extricate  them- 

fclvcs 


^9<53  2&  HtST  O  R Y  cf  the  Chaf.  XL 

^776.  felv^s  as  tiiey  nught  out  of  the  unforninate  fituatioA 
^^''<^  ia  whieb  they  t^id  been  invoIv)sd.  Dikontotts  are 
exceedingly  fruitful ;  one  generating  a  number  of 
others  in;  a^  rery  fmall  period  of  dmc  Mutual  jea« 
louiies.  prevailed  bet;vreen  the  army  and  navy;  each 
attributing  to  the  other,  the  cauTe  of  fome  part  of 
that  uneafinefs  which  itfeif  fete.  The  intended 
Toyage  to  Halifez,  ^ms  fubjeft  to-  circumlhrnccs  of 
a  very  alarming  natupe%  The  coaft,  at  all  times 
dai^erotts,  nva^  dreadfully  fo  at  this  tempeftuous 
equinodiai  feafen^  and  the  multitude  of  fhips,  which 
amounted  to  about  150,  increafed  the  difficulty  and 
^  apprehenfion*  As  the  hidi  nocth'^aft  winds  now 
prevailed,  they  were  ^a  liable  to  be  blowa  off  to 
the  Weil:  Indies,  without  a  ftodk  of  provifions  in 
aay  degree  fufficient  to  fubllift  diem  in  fuch  a  paffage. 
Andy  to  render  matters  ftill  more  irfcfome,  they 
were  going  to  afterile  miferable  country,  which 
was  incapable  of  affording  thofe  reliefs  which  they 
fo.  much  wsmted.  It  could  not  pafs  the  obferva- 
tion,  and  was  highly  vexatious  to  the  mifitary,  that 
all  this  dangerous  voyage,  if  compleated,  was  di* 
ccftly  fo  much  out  of  their  way«  They  were  goiiig 
to  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Continent,  when 
their  bufinefs  lay  in  the  fouthern,  or  at  leaft  about 
the  center. 

Mar.  1 7.       The  neceffity  of  the  fituation  left  no  choice  of 

G  or  /h.  itieafures,  and  regret  was  ufelefs.    As  the  rear  cm* 

iJ^inj!^  barked.    General  Wafliincton   marched  into  the 

ten  Bof-^  town  With  Drums  beating,  colours  tlying,  and  m 

ton.  all  the  triumph  cS  viftory.   He  was  received  by  the 

remaining  inhabitants,  and  acknowledged  by  the 

refugees,  who  now  recovered  their  ancient  poffef- 

fions,  with  every  mark  of  refpe£k  and  gratitude,  that 

could  poffibly  be  (hewn  to  a  deliverer.    The  affem- 

bly  o£  the  province  were  no  Icfs  zealous  in  their 

public  acknowledgments.    His  anfwer  was  proper, 

moderate  and  becoming  his  fituation.    The  king's 

forces  MTcr^  under  the  neceffity  of  leaving  a  confide- 

raWe 
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rable  quantity  of  artillery  and  fome  ftores  behind.  1776- 
The  cannon  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  and  at  Bofton  v^vn-; 
Neck,  could  not  be  carried  off.  Attempts  were 
made  to  render  them  unferviceable  ;  but  the  hurry 
-which  then  prevailed,  prevented  their  having  any 
great  effect.  Some  mortars  and  pieces  of  cannon 
which  were  thrown  into  the  water,  were  afterwards 
weighed  up  by  the  town's  people. 

Thus  was  the  long  conteftcd  town  of  Bofton  ^t  q  ^ 
length  given  up,  the  colony  of  Maffachufett's  Bay,  departs 
for  the  prcfent  freed  from  war,  and  left  at  liberty  to  with  the 
adopt  every  meafure  which  could  tend  to  its  future  ^™y  ^^ 
ftrength  and  fecurity.     It  was  above  a  week  before  ^^^ifi'^* 
the  weather  permitted  the  fleet  to  get  entirely  clear 
of  the  harbour  and   road ;    but  they  had   ample 
amends  ma'de  them  in  the  paflage,  the  voyage  to 
Halifalc  being  (ho  rter  and  happier  than  could  be  hoped 
for.  Several  fliips  of  war  were  left  behind  to  protc£t 
the  veflels  which  ihould  arrive  from  England  ;  in 
which,  however,  they  were  not  perfcdly  fuccefsftil, 
the  great  extent  of  the  Bay^  with  its  numerous 
iflands  and  creeks,  and  the  number  of  fmall  ports 
that  furrounded  it,  affording  fuch  opportunities  to 
the  provincial  armed  boats,  and  feveral  privateers, 
that  they  took  a  number  of  thefe  fliips,  which  were 
ftill  in  ignorance  that  the  town  had  changed  matters. 

As  feveral  movements  made  by  the  enemy,  and  Fortjgci^^ 
particularly  their  taking  ftations  on  the  neighbour-  tions  of 
ing  iflands,  indicated  a  delign  of  attacking  Caftle  Caftle* 
William,  the  poffeffion  of  which  would  be  the  means  William 
of  locking  up  the  fliips  of  war  in  the  harbour,  and  ^^^^^  "P- 
of  rendering  all  future  attempts  upon  the  town  by 
fea  impracticable.  General  Howe  thought  it  necet* 
fary  to  blow  up  and  demolifli  the  fortifications  on 
that  ifland  before  his  departure. 

General  Wafliington  was  now  in  poffeflion  of  the 
capital  of  Maffachi^t^s  Bay ;   but  being  ignorant 

Ctq  of 


298] 


177^. 


Siege  of 
Quebec 
conti- 
nued. 


Tfk  HISTORY  of  the  Chap.  KI. 

of  the  deftinatiou  of  the  fleets  and  apprcheofive  of 
an  attempt  upon  New-York,  he  detached  feveral 
regiments  for  the  protection  of  that  city,  on  the 
very  day  upon  whicn  he  took  poffcffion  of  Bofton. 
The  royal  army  were  not  however  at  that  time  in 
circunillances  that  admitted  of  their  trndertaking 
any  expedition.  They  did  not  exceed,  it  is  faid, 
nine  thoufand  healthy  and  effedive  men,  and  were 
in  other  relpeds  by  no  means  fufScicntly  provided. 

The  eftates  and  cfFeAs  of  thofe  emigrants  who 
had  accompanied  General  Howe  to  Hahfax,  were 

.  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  thjC  produce  applied  to  the 
public  fervice.  Some  who  ventured  to  ftay  behind, 
though  they  knew  themfelves  to  be  obnoxious  to 
the  prefent  government,  were  brought  to  trial  as 
public  enemies,  and  betrayers  of  their  country  ;  and 
the  ellates  of  fuch  as  were  found  guilty  were  con- 
fifcated  in  the  fame  manner.  But  nothing  occupied 
fo  much  at  prefent  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Bofton, 
or  had  fo  much  attention  paid  to  it  by  the  province 
in  general^  as  the  putting  of  that  town  in  fuch  a  ftatc 
of  defence,  as  might  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe 
evils  which.it  had  lately  undergone.  For  tfeis  pur- 
ppfe^  the  greatell:  diligence  was  ufed  in  fortifying 
the  town  and  harbour ;  fome  foreign  engineers 
were  procured  to  fuperintend  the  works,  and  every 
inhabitant  dedicated  two  days  in  the  week  to  their 
conftruQion.  Great  doubts  may,  however,  be 
entertained,  whether  Bofton  can  be  rendered  tena- 
ble againft  an  ^rmy,  thou^  thefe  works  may  pre- 

.   ferve  it  from  inAilt. 

During  thefe  tranfaftions  at  Bofton,  the  Blockade 
of  Quebc?c,  was  continued  under  great  diflkulties 
by  Arnold.  Reinforcements  arrived  flowly,  and 
the  Canadians,  who  are  not  by  any  means  remark^ 
able  for  conftancy,  were  difheartened  and  wavering. 
It  feems,  as  if  the  Congrefs  was  unequal  in  conduft, 
as  \Velt  a^refources,  to  the  management  of  fo  many 
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operations  at  the  fame  time.  Tlie  fuccours  that  1776.' 
were  fcnt,  fufFered  incredible  hardflrips  in  their  ^--vy 
march ;  which  th^  endured  with  tliat  fortitude 
which  had  hitherto  diftinguiftied  the  Provincials  in 
this  war.  On  the  otTier  hand.  General  Caricton 
guarded,  with  his  ufual  vigilance  againft  every 
efibrt  of  fraud,  force,  and  furprize  j  but  as  all  fup- 
plics  were  cut  off  from  the  country,  the  inhabitants 
and  garrifon  experienced  many  diftreflcs. 

As  thc.feafon  approached,  in  which  fi  Fniitte# 

England  were  inevitable,  the  American;  attempts 

a£bve  ia  their  operations.     They  aga  lofctthe 

the  fiege,  and  ere£led  batteries,  and  r  ^^^  "" 

attempts  by  6re  Qiips,  and  otherwife, 
veiTels  in  the  harbour.  They  failed 
tempts,  though  fome  of  them  were  very  boldly  con- 
duced ;  and  their'  troops  were  at  one  time  drawn 
up,  and.  fcaling  ladders,  with  every  other  prepara- 
tion, in  readinefs  for  ftorming  the  town,  during 
the  confufion  which  they  expected  the  fire  would 
have  produced.  Though  they  had  not  all  the  fuc- 
ccfs  they  wiflied,  they  however  burnt  a  great  part 
of  the  fuburbs,  and  the  remaning  houfes  being 
pulled  down  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the  confla- 
gration, afforded  a  moll  feafonable  relief  of  fuel  to 
the  ton'n,  which  had  for  fome  time  been  exceed- 
ingly diftreffed  through  the  want  of  that  necelTary. 
During  this  Hate  of  things,  a  party  of  Canadians  Mar.  25. 
which  had  been  embodied  by  Mr.  Beaujeu,  with  a 
defign-  of  rafting  the  fiege,  were  encountered  on 
their  march,  and  eafily  difperfcd  by  a  detachment 
of  the  rebels. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  was  not  long  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  the  fpirits  of  the  Provincials.  Having  failed  in 
all  their  attempts  with  (hells,  firelhips,  and  red  hot 
balls,  to  caufe  a  conflagration  in  the  city,  their  hope 
of  taking  it  by  ftorm  ceafed,  whiHl  that  of  fucceed  - 
ing  by -a  regular  fiege  was  daily  Icffened ;  indeed 

their 
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1775.   their  artillery  was  far  from  being  equal  to  any  great 
^•^^>r>u   fervice.     Although  confiderable  reinforcements  ar- 
rived in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Province,  the  various 
impediments  of  bad  roads,  bad  weather,  and  the 
want  of  neceffaries  fuitable  to  the  fervice,  prevented 
their  being  able  to  join  them.     In  the  ftate  of  de- 
Smallpw  fpondency  confcqucnt  of  thefc  circumftanccs,  that 
break  out  fcourgc  and  terror  of  the  weftcrn  Continent  and  of 
PTO^  '.  ^^^  numerous  nations,  the  fmall  pox  broke  out,  and 
Scamp.*  nuide  its  ufual  cruel  ravages  amongft  them.     Nor 
was  the  immediate  effcft  with  refpeft  to  life  or 
health  the  word  confequence  of  the  calamity ;  for 
that   diforder  being   confidered  as  the  American 
plague,  and  regarded  with  all  the  horror  incident  to 
that  name,  the  dread  of  infedion  broke  in  upon 
every  other  confidcration,  and  rendered  it  difficult, 
if  not  imprafUcable,  to  fuftain  difcipline,  or  pre- 
ferve  order. 

In  this  fituation,  the  Provincial  accounts  inform 
us,  that  they  intended  to  raifc  the  (iegc  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  England,  and  that 
General  Woofter,  who  at  that  time  held  the  com- 
mand, with  fomc  oAer  of  the  principal  officers,  had 
already  gone  to  Montreal  to  make  fome  prepara- 
tions neceflary  for  the  facilitating  of  that  purpofc. 
If  fuch  a  defign  was  formed,  it  was  prevented  fro  m 
being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  execution,  by  the  zeal 
^mnl     and  adivity  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  Ifis 
of  thcifis  nian  of  war,  and  of  two  frigates  which  were  the 
vw  ^th  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  failed  from  England  with  fuccours, 
bnd  and   ^^^  ^^o  with  great  labour,  condud,  and  refolution, 
marine      having  forced  their  way  through  the  ice,  arrived  at 
forces.      Quebec  before  the  paffage  was  deemed  practicable. 
XKe  unexpected  fight  of  the  lliips,  threw  the  bc- 
fiegers  into  the  greateft  conftemation,  which  was 
not  leffened  by  the  immediate  effeft,  of  their  cut- 
ting off  all  communication  between  their  forces  on 
.  the  different  fides  of  the  river. 

General 
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General  Carleton,  was  too  well  verfed  in  military    1776. 
affairs  to  lofe  any  time  in  feizing  the  advantages   ^>^vx^ 
which  the  prefent  fituation  afforded.    A  fmall  de- 
tachment of  land  forces  which  arrived  in  the  (hips 
of  war,  together  with  their  marines,  being  landed 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  and  joined  to  the  garri- 
fon,  the  Governor  immediately  marched  out  at  their  May  6tb. 
head  to  attack  the  rebpl  camp.     There  he  found  p^oyinci. 
every  thing  in  the  utmoft  confufion  ;  they  had  not  aU  before 
even  covered  themfelves  with  an  entrenchment,  and  Quebec 
having  already  begun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appear*-  pj^^  ^^ 
ance  of  our  troops,  they  fled  on  all  fides,  abandon-  °*gl^*» 
ing  their  artillery,  military  ftores,  fcaling  ladders, 
and  other  matters  of  incumbrance.     The  flight  was 
fo  precipitate  as  fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  execution ; 
nor  were  the  King's  forces  in  any  condition  for  a 
purfuit,  if  prudence  could  even  have  juftified  the 
meafure.     Some  of  the   fick    became   prifoners. 
During  this  tranfadion,  our  fmaller  fliips  of  war 
made  their  way  up  the  river  with  fuch  expedition 
and  fuccefs,  that  they  took  ieveral  fmall  veffels  be- 
longing to  the  enemy,  and  retook  the  Gafpee  floop 
of  war,  which  they  had  feized  in  the  beginning  of 
the  preceding  winter. 

Thus  was  the  mixed  fiege  and  blockade  of 
C^ebec  raifed,  after  a  continuance  of  about  five 
months.  And  thus  was  Canada  preferved  by  a 
fortitude  and  conftancy,  which  muft  ever  be  re- 
membered with  honour  to  the  Governor  and  garri- 
fon.  From  this  time  the  Provincials  and  all  their 
followers  experienced  a  continual  feries  of  loffes 
and  misfortunes,  in  that  province.  A  number 
of  their  fick  and  wounded  lay  fcattered  about  and 
hid  in  the  neighbouring  woods  and  villages,  where 
they  were  in  the  greateft  danger  of  periming  under 
the  complicated  preffure  of  want,  fear,  and  difeafe. 
To  prevent  this  melancholy  confequcnce,   General  ' 
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Garleton  iffucd  a  proclamation  *  for  dieir  relief* 
which  truly  hofpitable  ad  alone,  (diftind  from  all 
hiB  military  atchievements)  gives  him  defervedly 
ike  name  of  a  generous,  as  well  as  great  com- 
mander* 

Towards  the  end  of  May,  fcveral  regiments  from 
Irektnd,  one  firom  England,  another  from  General 
Howe,  together  with  the  Brunfwick  troops,  arrived 
fucceffively  in  Canada  ;  fo  that  the  whole  force  in 
that  Provjaice,  when  compleated  was  eflimated  to 
abdut  13,000  men.  The  general  rendezvouz  was 
at  Three  Rivers,  which  lies  half  way  between  Que- 
bec and  Montreal  ^  and  at  the  computed  diftance 
of  about  ninety  miles  from  each.  This  place  lies 
en  the  north  fide  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes  its 
name  from  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the  branches 
of  a  large  river,  whdfe  waters  are  difcharged  thro* 
three  mouths,  into  that  great  refervoir. 

The 
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*  Proclamation   fy  G,  Carleton  fir   the  relief  of  the  fugitive 
Provincialf^   after  they  had  been  driven  from  hefire  ^eSec. 

WHEREAS  I  am  informed,  that  many  of  his  Majefty's 
deluded  fubj efts,  of  the  neighbouring  provinces,  labouring  un- 
der wounds  and  divers  difordcrs,  arc  difperfed  in  the  adjacent 
woods  and  pnriflieti  and  in  great  danger  of  perifhing  for  want 
of  proper  affiltance ;  all  captains  and  other  officers  of  militia  are 
hereby  commanded  to  make  diligent  iearch  for  all  fuch  diilreffed 
perfons,  and  afford  them  all  neceflary  relief,  and  convey  them 
to  the  general  hofpital,  where  proper  care  (hall  be  taken  of 
them :  all  reafonable  expenccs  which  may  be  incurred  in  com* 
plying  with  this  •rdcr  (hall  be  repaid  by  the  Receiver  General. 

And,  left  a  corifcioufncfs  of  paft  offences  (hould  deter  fuch 
mifcrable  wretches  from  receiving  that  afliftande .  which  their 
diilrcffcd  fituation  may  require,  I  nereby  make  known  to  them, 
that  as  foon  as  their  health  isrcftorcd,  they  (hall  have  free  liber- 
ty to  return  to  their  rc^efttve  provinces. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  fcal  of  arms,  at  the  Caftle  of  St, 
Lewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec,-  this  loth  day  of  May,  1 7^7 6, 

GUY  CARLETON. 
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The  Provincials  continued  their  sctrett  tiil  fhe^  1776^ 
arrived  in  the  borders  of  the  river  Sorel,  vhich  v^>rvy 
falls  into  the  St.  Lawrence  at  the  diftance  of  ibont 
140  miles  from  Quebec,  where  they  joined  fom^ 
of  di^fe  rcjnforcements  dut  l^ad  not  been  able  to 
proceed  farther  to  their  ailiflance ;  but  the  wjbsole 
were  now  funk  in  ipirit,  and  debilitated  in  a^.  T0 
complete  their  misfortunes,  the  finall-poK  had  fpr^a^ 
^ough  all  their  quarters. 

Thefe  difcouraffine:  circumftances  were  not  fuffi-  „     .    . 
cicnt    to  damp  the  fpirit  of  eaterprtjse  ta  their  ^h  repul- 
leaders*      A  very  daring,  and.  not  iUJaid   plaA»  fed  at  the 
was  formed  for  the   furprize  of  the  kings  fopcos  Three 
^t  the  Three  Rivers ;  which^  if  it  had  biB€»  attead*.  ^^^^"' 
ed  wkh  all  the  luccefs  it  was  capable  of,  migk:  havp 
been  ranked  among  the  mod  coniklerable  flinli^y 
atchievemonts  of  that  nature* 

Tlie  Brltifh  and  Brunfwick  forces  were  at  ibis 
time  much  feparated.  A  confiderafale  body  wc^re 
ftationed  at  ^  Three  Rivers  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Frazer.  Another  uad^r  that 
of  Btwadier  General  Nefbit,  lay  near  tbem  on 
boar-d  me  tra»(port«  A  greater  than  eitber  aJkrag 
witH  the  Generais  Carleton,  Burgoyiic,  Philips  and 
the  Germap  General,  Reidefel,  were  m  leveraJ 
divifions  by  land  and  water,  on  the  way  to  (^ud^ec. 
l%e  diftance  :&om  Sorid  was  about  fifty  mile$,  ajsd 
fev^al  armed  v^eilels,  and  tranfports  full  of  troops, 
which  had  got  higher  up  than  Three  Rivers,  lay  fuH 
in  the  way. 

In  the  face  of  all  thofe  difficulties,  a  body  of  aJ^oixt 
dooo  men,  under  tlie  command  of  a  Major  General 
Thompfon,  embarked  at  Sorel  ia  fifty  boats,  and 
coailing  tlie  fouth  fide  of  what  i&  called  the  Lake  of 
St.  Peter,  \vherc  the  St.  Lawrence  fprcads  to  a  grciit 
extent,  arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence  they  fell 
down  the  river  by  night,  and  paiTqd  to  the  other  fide, 

with 
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1776.  unth  an  intention  of  furprifing  the  forces  under 
^-'^^^  General  Frazcr,  Three  Rivers  is  rather  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  long  village,  than  a  regular  town ;  and 
the  defign  was,  that  it  ihould  be  attacked  a  little 
before,  break  of  day,  and  at  the  fame  inftant,  by  a 
*  ftrong  detachment  from  each  end,  while  two  fmaller 
were  drawn  up  in  readi^efs  to  cover  or  fupport 
them.  If  the  fuccefs  fhould  have  proved  complete, 
the  defign  was  extended  to  the  deftru^on  of  all 
thofe  veuels  which  lay  near  the  (hore. 

The  concurrent  circumflances  necelTary  to  give 
effeft  to  this  defign  were  too  numerous,  to  afford 
any  ftrong  confidence  of  fuccefs.  It  was  one  of 
thofe  bold  undertakings  which  might  have  been 
prodtidive  of  great-  advantage  ;  but  which  was  of 
too  perilous  a  nature  for  any  thing  lefs  than  the 
moft  defperate  fituation  of  afiairs  to  juftify.  They 
miffed  their  time  by  about  an  hour,  which,  though 
they  paffed  the  armed  ihips  without  obfervs^on, 
occaiioned  their  being  difcovered,  and  the  alarm 
given  at  their  landing.  They  afterwards  got  into 
bad  grounds,  and  were  involved  into  many  other 
difficulties,  which  threw  them  into  diforder  and 
June  8th.  confufion.  In  this  ftate  they  found  General  Frazer's 
corps  in  preparation  to  receive  them,  having  landed 
feveral  light  fix  pounders,  which  were  played  upon 
them  with  great  effed:.  While  they  were  thus  en- 
gaged in  front.  Brigadier  Nefbit,  whofe  tranfports 
lay  higher  up  the  river,  landed  his  forces  full  in 
their  way  back. 

Nothing  was  left  but  a  retreat,  the  accomplifh- 
n^nt  of  which  was  more  to  be  wiihed  for  thaA 
hoped.  Nefbit's  corps  kept  the  river  fide  to  pre- 
vent their  efcape  to  the  boats,  while  Frazer's,  in 
purfuit,  galled  them  feverely  with  their  light  artil- 
lery. Between  both,  they  were  driven  feme  miles 
through  a  deep  fwamp,  which  they  traverfcd  with 
inconceivable  toil,,  expofed  to  conftant  danger,  and 

enduring 
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enduring  every  degree  of  diftrels.  The  Britifh  1776. 
troops  at  length  grew  tired  of  the  porfuit,  and  the 
tiroodg  afforded  tt^m  a  wUhed*for  flielter.  The  firft 
and  fecond  in  command,  with  about  200  others, 
wejre  taken  prifoners/  It  will  be' cafily  conceived 
that  our  lofs  was  trifl'mg. 

This  was  the  laft  appearance  of  vigour  (hewed 
by  the  I^ovincials  in  Canada*  The  whole  army 
haying  joined  at  Three  Rivers,  puihed  forwards  by 
land  and  water  with  great  exjpedition.  When  the 
fleet  arrived  at  Sorei,  they  found  the  enemy  had 
abandoned  that  place  fome  hours  before,  difmantled 
the  batteries  which  they  had  ere&ed  to  defend 
the  entrance  into  that  river,  and  had  carried  of  their 
artillery  and  ftores.  A  ftrong  column  was  here 
landed  under  the  command  of  General  Burgoyne, 
with  orders  to  advance  along  the  Sorel  to  St.  John's 
whiUl  the  remainder  of  the  fleet  and  army  failed  up  ^ 
the  river  to  Longueil,  the  place  of  paflage  from  the 
ifland  of  Montreal  to  La  Prairie  on  the  Continent* 

■      'J ^Her«  they  difcoyered  that  the  Provincials 

had  abandoned  the  city  and  ifland  of  Montreal  on  .^  ^  • 
the  preceding  evening,  and  that  if  the  wind  had 
been  favourable,  they  might  have  met  at  this  place% 
The  army  was  immediately  landed  on  the  Continent, 
and  marching  by  La  Pnurie,  crofled  the  Peninfula 
formed  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Sorel  in  order 
to  join  General  Buigoyne  at  St  John's,  where  they 
expeded  a  (land,  and  a  (Irong  refiftance  would  have 
been  made. 

That  General  purfued  his  march  alo!^  the  Sorel 
;without  intermi(fion  i  but  with  that  cajotign  neccf^ 
fary  in  a  country  not  wholly  cleared  of  the  enemy^ 
and  where  their  laft  and  moft  defperate  efforts 
were  to  be  expe^ed*  He  arrived  at  St.  John's  on  St.ycii^^ 
the  evening  of  the  iB^  where  he  found  the  build*  and 
ings  in  flames,  and  nearly  every  thing  deftrojed 
flhat  could  not  U  canried  off.    The  grQVincials  aSed  ^fjf* 

R  r  in  * 
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1776;  ki  the  fafne  manner  at  Chamblee,  and  buriied  ffitll 
^^fe'^^'*^  ^ffels  as  they  were  riot  able  to  drag  up  the  rapids 
in  their  way  to  Lake  Champfam,  where  they  imme* 
diatcly  embarked  fdr  Crown  Point. — Though  their 
Aight  'was  precipitate j  they  fuftained  ho  lofs,  and  i 
General  Sullivan,  who  conimanded  m  the  rttreat^ 
received  public  thanks  for  the  prudence  with  which 
lie  conduftcd,  it,  by  which  he  faVed  their  ruined 
army,  at  a  time,  they  fav,  when  it  was  encuniber^d 
-  with  a  vaft  multitude  or  fiek,  moft  of  whom  wcrd 
111  of  the  fmall-pox.  -  ^ 

AW  Ca-  Thus  was  an  end  happily  put  to  the  war  in 
nada  re-  Canada.  TTie  plcjlfurc  of  which  was,  however,  cen- 
covcred.  fiderably  checked,  by  the  reftraint  whkh  was  now 
laid  upon  the  further  operation  of  the  artiiy  in  that 
quarter.  For  as  Ae  enemy  wei'c  matters  of  Lake 
Champlain,  it  was  impoffible  for  the  forces  to  pro- 
teed  to  the  fouthward,  until  fnch  a  number  of  vciP 
fcls  were  conftrufted  or  obtained,  as  would  aSbrd 
a  fuperiorityj  and  enable  th^m  to  traverfe  that  lake 
with  fefety.  The  doing  this  was  ja  work  of  Wiour 
and  tinie ;  for  though  fix  armed  veflcb  were  font 
from  England  JFor  that  purpofe,  the  fells  of  Cham- 
btee  rendered  the  means  of  conveying  them  to  the 
lake  highly  diiSeuIt,  and  a  matter  which  required 
much  ingenuity  and  induftry.  A  vaft  number  of 
other  vcficls  were  alfo  neccffarily  to  be  coiiftruSed 
both  for  conveyance  and  protcftion. 

Affair*  Th^  ncceffity  under  which  we  have  feen  Gover^ 
in  North  nor  Martin  obliged  jto  feek  refuge  on  board  a  (hip 
Carolina,  of  War  in  Cipe  Fear  fiver,  did  not  damp  his  ardour 
nued        '^  *^  ^iMxx:  fervice,  nor  reftrain  his  attempts  to 

rtducethc  Province  of  North  Carolma  to  obedience* 

His  confidence  of  fuecefs  was  ihcreafed,  by  the 
.  knowledge  he  had  that  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war 

with  fevcn  regiments,  under  the  conduft  of  Sir 
,  teeter  Parker  and  Lord  ComwalKs,  were  to  depart 
-.  hovR:  Ireland  ^n  an  expedition  t^  the  fouthern  Pra^ 

-  •  •  vinces 
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arinces  in  the  beginning  of  die  year,  and  that  North   J  776, 
Carolina  was  their  firft  if  not  principal  objeft.     He  ^^^""^^ 
alfo  knew  that  General  Clinton,  with  a  fmall  detach- 
ment^ was  on  his  way  from  Bofton  to  meet  them 
at  Cape  Fear. 

The  connexion  he  h^td  formed  with  a  body  of  j^ 
defpcratc  people,  lately  confidered  as  Rebels  to  the 
King's  government,  now  equally  enemies  to  the 
Provincial  eftablifhment,  who  we  have  frequently  had 
occafion  to  take  notice  of  under  the  name  of  Regiild^ 
torsy  as  well  as  with  the  Highland  emigrants,  fcemed 
^o,  infure  tbe  redudion  of  the  iniurgents,  evqn  inde- 
pendent of  the  expefted  ^  force.  That  colony  Was 
,deemed  the  weakeft  in  America,  except  Georgia^} 
and  the  two .  parties  we  have  mentioned  were  nu- 
merous, aftive,  daring,  and  the  former  were  at  this 
time,  as  well  as  the  latter,  zealoufly  attached  to  the 
royal  caufe.  The  Highlanders  were  confidered  as 
^aturaUy  warlike,  and  the  Regulators,  from  fitua- 
tion,  habits,  and  manner  of  living,  to  be  much 
bolder,  hardier,  and  better  markfmen  than  thofe 
who  had  been  bred  to  other  courfcs,  and  in  more 
civilized  pans  of  the  country. 


M'Don. 


The  Governor  fent  feveral  coramiffions  to  thefe 
people  for  the  raifmg  and  commanding  of  rcgi-  *^r^ 
ments,  and  granted  another  to  a  Mr.  McDonald  to  commif- 
aft  as  their  general.    He  alfo  fent  them  a  procla-  fion. 
mation,  commanding  all  perfons  on  their  allegiance, 
to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard,  which  was  credcd 
by  General  McDonald  about  the  middle  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

» 

Upon  the  firft  advice  of  their  affembling  at  a  Bri,  Gen. 
place  called  Crofs  Creek,  Brigadier  General  Moore  Moore 
immediately  marched  at  the  head  of  the  Provincial  ^^kcspof. 
regiment  which  he  commanded,  with  fuch-  militia  Rockfiflf- 
as  he   could  fuddcnly  coUcck,  and  fome  pieces  of  bridge, 
cannon,  .within  a  few  miles  of  them,  'and  toot 

*  pof- 
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1776.  poiTeffion  of  an  important  poft  called  Rockfiih* 
^^^"^^"^  Bridge,  which,  as  he  was  much  inferior  in  ftrengthy 
he  immediately  entrenched  and  rendered  defenfible- 
He  had  not  been  many  days  in  this  polition,  where 
he  was  receiving  and  expefting  fuccpUrs^  when  Ge- 
neral McDonald  approached  lat  the  head  of  his 
Feb,  15,  army,  and  fent  a  letter  to  Moore,  inclofingthe  Go- 
vernor's proclamation,  and  recommending  to  hioi 
and  his  party  to  join  the  King's  ftandard  by  a  givea 
hour  the  next  day,  or  that  he  muft  be  under  the  ne- 
ceiEty  of  confidering  them  as  enemies. 

As  Moore  knew  that  the  Provincial  forces  were 
marcliing  from  all  quarters,  he  protraded  the  ne« 
gociation,  in  hopes  that  the  Tory  army,  as  they 
called  it,  might  have  been  furrounded.  In  his 
final  anfwer  he  declared,  that  he  and  his  ofEcera 
coniidered  themfelves  as  engaged  in  a  caufe  the' 
mod  glorious  and  honourable  in  the  world,  the  de- 
fence of  the  liberties'  of  mankind  ;  he  reminded 
.  the  emigrants  of  the  ungrateful  return  they  made 
to  the  kind  reception  they  met  with  in  the  Colony  ; 
and  the  General,  with  fome  of  his  officers^,  of  aa 
oath  they  had  taken  a  little  before,  and  upon  which 
they  were  permitted  to  come  into  the  country,  that 
they  only  came  to  fee  their  friends  and  relations^ 
witneut  any  concern  whatever  in  public  affairs*  In 
return  to  the  proclamation,  he  fent  them  the  teft 
propofcd  by  the  Congrefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if 
they  fubfcribed  it,  and  laid  down  their  arms,  they 
fhould  be  received  as  friends  ;  but  if  they  refufed 
"to  comply,  they  muft  expefk  confequenccs  fimilar 
to  thofe  which  they  had  held  out  to  bis  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  M'Donald  perceived  the  dan- 
ger  he  was  in  of  being  enclofcd,  and  abruptly  quit* 
fing  his  ground,  endeavoured  with  confiderable 
dexterity,  by  forced  marches,  the  unexpefted  pafling 
of  rivers,  and  the  greateft  celerity  of  movement, 
to  dilcngagc  himfelf.   It  fecms,  the  great  and  immc* 

diate 


Chap.  XI.         Civil  War  m  A  M  E  R  1  C  A.         [309 

diatc  objeft  in  view  with  this  party,  was  to  bring  1 776. 
Governor  Martin,  with  Lord  William  Campbell,  ^^^v^ 
and  General  Clinton,  who  had  by  this  time  joined 
them,  into  the  interior  country,  which  thev  judge4 
would  be  a  means  of  imiting  all  the  back  fcttlers  of 
the  fouthern  Colonies  in  the  royal  caufe,  of  bring- 
ing forward  the  Indians,  arid  of  encouraging  the 
well  affefted  to  flicw  themfelves  in  all  places. 

The  provincial  parties  were,  however,  fo  clofe  in  .  ^. 

^,  J;  .  1  r      T       •  •        1-  J  Action  at 

the  purfuit,  and  fo  alert  m  cuttmg  the  country  and  Moore's 

feizing  the  pafles,  that  M*Donald  at  length  found  Creck- 

himfelf  under  the  neceffity  of  engaging  a'  Colonel  Bridge. 

Cafwell,  who,  with  a  thoul'and  militia  and  minute 

men,  had  taken  poflfeifion  of  a  place  cadled  Moore's 

Creek  Bridge,  where  they  had  thrown  up  an  in- 

trenchment.    The  royalifts  were  by  all  accounts 

much  fuperior  in  number,'  having  been  rated  from 

1500  to   5000,    the  former '  number   of   which, 

McDonald,  after  the  aflion,  acknowledged  them  to 

be.    The  emigrants  began  an  attack  with  great 

fury ;  but  M*Cleod,  the  fecond  in  command,  and  Feb,  27. 

a  few  more  of  their  braveft  officers  and  men  being 

killed  at  the  firft  onfet,  they  fuddenly  loft  all  fpirit, 

and  fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  and,  as  the 

provincials  fey,  deferted  their  General,  who  was 

taken  prifoncr,  as  were  nearly  all  their  leaders,  and 

the  reft  totally  broken  and  difperfed. 

This  viftory  was  a  matter  of  great  exultation  and 
triumph  to  tbe  Carolinians.  They  had  fliewn  that 
their  province  was  not  fo  weak  as  was  imagined ; 
for  though  their  force  actually  in  the  engagement 
was  not  confideraUe,  they  had  raifed  10,000  in 
about  ten  days.  But  what  was  ftill  more  flattering, 
and,  perhaps  not  of  lefs  real  importance,  they  had 
encountered  Europeans  (who  were  fuppofed  to  hold 
them  in  the  moft  Ibvercign  contempt,  both  as  men 
and  as  Ifeldicrs)  in  the  field,  and  defeated  them  with 
ati  inferior  force.    If  the  zeal  of  thcfe  people  could 

have 
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1776.  have  been  kept  dormant  until  the  arrival  of  the 
v-^^'^^^^  force  from  Ireland,  it  fecms  more  than  probable 
that  the  fouthern  colonies  would  have  confiderably 
jFelt  the  impreflion  of  fuch  an  infurreckion.  But  now 
their  force  and  fpirits  were  fo  entirely  broken,  their 
leaders  being  fent  to  diflFerent  prifons,  and  the  reft 
ftripped  of  their  arms,  and  watched  with  all  the 
eyes  of  diftruft,  that  no  future  effort  could  be  rea- 
fonably  expeftcd  from  them-  Perhaps  too  great  a 
dependence  was  l^d  on  their  power  and  prowefs^ 
while  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide  were  mealurcd  by 
a  fcak  equally  deceitful.  It  is,  however,'extremely 
difficult  lo  regulate  or  rellrain  the  caprice  or  violence 
of  thofe  leaders  who  alTume  authority  in  fuch  feafons,. 


Mar.  3d.  A  fquadron  of  five  frigates  were  fent  out  by  the 
Hopkins  Congrefs  early  in  the  year,  under  the  command  of 
ftrips  the  a  Mr.  Hopkins,*  who  failed  with  them  to  Bahama 

that  of  Providence^ 
confiderable  quantity 

of 


Bahama    iflands ;  where  they  ftripped 
Iflands  of  ^^.i^i^i^  jg  ^^^  principal^  of  a 


ilorcs& 
artillery 


Ckarailer  *  Mr-  Robert  Hopkins  was  bom  at  Portfrnouth  in  New 
England,  in  the  year  1718.  His  father  being  in  the  fea  fervicc^ 
and  difcovcnng  an  early  inclination  in  his  fon  towards  that  waj 
of  life,  bcfides  die  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  he  had  hiiik 
taught  the  feveral  branches  of  the  mathematid^s,  particularly 
thole  of  navigation,  and  at  a  proper  age,  when  he  had  fuffi* 
ciently  acquired  the  theory,  to  add  pradice  thereto,  he  pu^ 
him  an  apprentice  'to  a  Mr.  Wainwright,  commander  of  the 
Jofeph  and  Anne,  a  veffel  of  250  tons  burthen.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed,  old  Mr.  Hopkins  reafons  for  indenting  his  foa-  to 
another  perfon  rather  than  to  himfelf  was,  left  he  (hould  pr«^ 
funie  too  much  on  his  paternal  affedion,  and  thereby  probabljf 
negle£l  his  other  duties  ;  but  this  caution  however  wen  intend- 
ed, we  are  of  opinion,  vfZ'&  premature,  our  hero,  in  this  capa*> 
city,  omitting  no  opportunity  of  making  himfeif  mafter  of 
evcr>'  brancli  of  fca-fervice,  in  teftimony  of  which,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  his  third  year,  capt.  Wainwright  made  him  his 
chief  mate,  in  which  ftation  he  behaved  with  great  fatisfac^- 
tion  to  both  captain  and  crew.     • 

At  the  clofc  of  ht8  apprenticcfnip  lie  quitted  the  Jofeph  and 
Aane,  aud  eugUged  as  mate  with  an  old  fchool-fellow  of  his, 
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'bf  artillery  and  ftorcs ;    but  were  difappo'mted  ii    1776. 
Ihc  powder,  which  they  moft  wanted,  through  the 

prudence 


^y^"^ 


^Mte 


%pfao  had  juft  got'  the  command  of  a  Tcirel  at  North  CaroHua^ 
then  bound  from  that  p^rt  to  London.  In  this  paffiiffe,  thett 
arofe  feme  altercation  between  the  mafter  and  matCt  m  confer 
auence  of  a  quondam  miftreis  belonging  to  the  latter,  who  wai 
then  aboard.  - 

About  this  time  the  war  with  Spain  raged  with  great  vio- 
lence! and  men  were  greatly  wanted  fof  the  navy  ;  tie  prefs- 
gang6»  and  floops  upon  the  imprefs  fervice  fwarmed  every 
where,  and  the  ufual  protedions  were  of  no  avail.  His  cap- 
tain, through  pique,  took  this  opportunity  of  parting  with 
litm ;  for  being  boarded  by  a  man  of  war  near  the  coaft  of 
.Carolina,  HopKibs  with  fome  of  the  common  hands  were  im^ 
prefled,  and  it  proved  ufele£i  to  him  to  plead  his  protection  as 
then  chief  mate,  his  captain  telling  the  lieutenaiit,  that  he  had 
been  in  fuch  a  ftation,  but  was  then  broke  for  mutinous  beha- 
viour, and  therefore  dedred  Hopkins  to  be  fent  aboard  par- 
tictilarfy,  giving  a  charge  to  the  lieutenant  to  have  a  ftriA  eyt 
ever  him,  Ec  bemg,  as  he  faid,  of  a  deiperate  difpoiition. 

This  (hip  of  war  fhortly  after  joined.  Admiral  Vernon's  fleet, 
where  Hopkins  was  put  on  board  the  Burford,  the  flag  fliip. 
in  this  new  flation^  he  endeavoured  to  ftifle  his  refentment  to 
his  late  captain,  and  .to  conform  himfclf  to  his  prefent'  birth  ; 
in  which  he  fuccceded  fb  wcH,  that  in  a  Uttk  time,  he  was  ob- 
fenredpot  only  to  be  an  expert  feam'^en,  and  able  natigatDr,  but 
of  a  quite  contrary  difpofition  to  what  he  had  been  r^refent^ 
cd;  and  at  the  attack  on  Portobello,  which  foon  followed,  he 
^ve  an  admirable  fpecimen  of  his  courage  and  condu^,  all 
which  being  made  known  to  his  Admiral,  our  hero  was  ordered 
to  walk  the  quarter-deek,  and  on  his  arrival  in  England,  got  t* 
be  rated  as  matter's  mate  on  board  his  Majefty's  (lore  ihip^ 
Prince  Royal,  capt«  Edward  Barber;  and  in  the  year  1747* 
having  pafled  his  examination  at  the  Trinity  Houfe,  he  wal 
appointed  mafter  of  the  W^azel  flooji,  in  which  Hation  ht 
continued  t^  the  peace. 

In  the  year  1 749  he  returned  home,  juft  time  enough  to  clofc 
hfS  father's  eyes,  who  divided  his  fortune  equally  between  him 
and  his  ftep-brother,  (a  Mr. Whipple,  who  had  proved  a  worthy 
and  deferving  young  man).  Mr.  Hopkins  then  made  his  chief 
refidence  in  America,  and  bought  a  vefiel  in  which  he  traded 
to  JL^ndofl,  till,the  war  broke  out  in.thc  ytar  1755,  when  he 

agaia 
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1776.  prudence  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  150  barrels  of 
^-^^^^>^  it  away  in  a  fmall  vcffcl,  the  night  before  they 
landed.  They  brought  off  the  Governor,  and  fome 
other  public  officers,  as  prifoners ;  and  after  taking 
feveral  prizes  in  their  return,  fell  in  at  length  with 
the  Giaigow  frigate  of  war,  accompanied  with  a 
tender,  the  latter  of  which  they  took,  and  the  for- 
mer efcaped  with  difficulty  after  a  very  Iharp  en- 
gagement 

Lord         ^  Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet  of  fugitives,  con«» 
Dimmore  tinucd  on  the  coafts  and  in  the  rivers  ofVirginia  for 
abandons  a  great  part  of  the  year ;  as  every  place  was  no\jr 
of^^rT*  ft^*^y  guarded,  thofc  unhappy  people,  who  had 
gima. '     P^^  themfelves  under  his  protection,   underwent 
great  diftreffes.    The  heat  of  the  weather,  the  bad- 
ncfs  of  provifions,  with  the  clofenefs  and  filth  of  the 
fmall  veffels,  in  which  they  were  crouded,  by  de- 
grees produced  that  malignant  and  infedious  dif- 
temper,  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the  Jail  or 
Peililential  Fever.     This  dreadful  diforder  made 
great  havock  among  them,  but  particularly  affeded 
the  negroes,  mod  of  whom  it  fwept  away.    After 

various 

again  purfqing  the  calls  of  honoory  retttrned  to  the  navy,  and 
was  mailer  of  feveral  fKipttiU  the  peace  of  1763. 

It  had  been  regulated  at  that  peacCf  that  all  comiaiffion  an4 
warrant  officers  mould  be  employed  for  the  fpace  of  three  years 
10  rotation*  Mr.  Hopkins  waited  with  patience  the  firft  three 
yearsy  and  came  to  London  in  17769  expeding  to  be  employed 
in  his  tunit  but  being  difanpointcdy  and  perceiving  others  of  in- 
ferior abilities  preferred*  Hopkins  could  not  condefcend  to  foli- 
citt  and  returned  to  America*  throwing  up  his  half -pay,  and 
refolving  to  attach  himfelf  to  hia  native  country  for  the  reft  of 
hit  days. 

When  the  American  troubles  made  it  aecefiary  for  the  Con- 
grefs  to  form  a  Marine*  Mr.  Hopkins*  from  ms  experience, 
courage*  and  abilities*  was  thought  a  proper  pcrlbn  to  be  at  the 
head  of  it.  He  accepted  the  commiffion  with  chearfulnefs  and 
how  he  has  a£led  fince*  maybe  fcen  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
hiftory. 
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tarious  adventures,  in  which  they  were  driven  from    1776. 
place  to  place,  and  from  iiland  to  ifland,  by  the 
Virginians,  fevcral  of  the  veffels  were  driven  on 
ihore  in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  wretched  fugitives 
became  captives  to  "^  their  own  countrymen.     At 
length,  every  place  being  ih^t  againit,  and  hoftile 
to  the  remainder,  and  neither  water  nor  provifions-  Fugitivet 
to  be  obtained,  even  at  the  expence  of  blood,  it  was  <^fp«"*d. 
found  neceiTary,  towards  the  beginning  of  Auguft^ 
to  burn  the  fmaller  and  leaft  valuable  veflels,  and 
to  fend  the  remainder,  amounting  to  between  40 
and  50  fail,  with  the  exiles,  to  feek  (belter  and 
retreat  to  Florida,  Bermudas,  and  the  Weft-Indies. 
In  this  manner  ended  the  hopes  entertained  by  the 
employment  of  the  negroes  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion 
in  the  fouthem  colonies.     This  meafure,  rather 
invidious  than  powerful,  tended  infinitely  to  inflame 
the  difcontents  in  thofe  colonies,  without  adding 
any  thing  to  the  ftrength  of  the  royal  arms.    The 
unhappy  creatures  who  engaged  in  it,,  are  faid  to    . 
have  periihed  almoft  to  a  man. 

It  had  for  fome  time  paft  been  the  fortune  of  the  sir  Peter 
fleets,  tranfports  and  viduallers,  which  had  been  Parker*f 
fcnt  to  America,  to  meet  with  fuch  exceedingly  bad  fq«adroii 
weather  on  their  jpaflage,  fuch  delays,  and  fo  many  "^Contjal- 
untoward  circumftances  of  different  forts,  as  in  a  //^  ^i,^^ ' 
great  degree  fruftrated  the  end  of  their  deftination.  troops. 
Sir  Peter  Parker's    fquadron,  which  failed  from  a^ri^*  at 
Portfmouth  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  from  an  unex-  ^"P^^^r 
pedted  delay  in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather  afterwards, 
did  not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  till  the  beginning  of 
May,  where  they  were  detained  by  various  caufcs  . 
till  the  end  of  the  month.    There  they  found  Ge- 
neral Clinton,  who  had  lately  been  at  New- York,'  '^^^^^ 
and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he  "^^^^^/ 
had  feen  Lord  Dunmore,  and  finding  that  no  fer* 
vice  could  be  ciFecled  at  either  place  with  his  (mail 
force,  came  thither  to  wait  for  them.. 

S  f  Tht? 
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.  1776,       The  fcafon  of  the  year  was  much  againft  th^ 
<.r>r>sj  operations  of  the  troops  at  this  time  in  the  fouthera 
colonies,  the  exceflivc  heat  having  rendered  them 
fickly,   even  at  Cape  Fear,  notwithftanding    the 
plenty  of  refireftiments  they  procured,  and  the  little 
labour  they  had  upon  tlunr  hands.     Something, 
proceed    however,  mnft  be  done,  and  Charieftown,  the  capi- 
taCUrfes  tal  of  8outh  Carolina,  was  within  the  line  of  Sir 
t<nvn.       p^^^  Parker  and  Lord  Comwallis's   inftruftions. 
Thity  had  but  little  knowledge  of  General  Howe's 
fttuation ;  the  only  information  that  General  Clin- 
ton received  of  his  evacuating  Bofton,  being  from 
the  American  news-papers.    And  it  happened  un- 
luckily, that  a  veffcl,  which  General  Howe  had  dif^ 
batched  from  Haltfax  with  orders  for  their  proceed- 
mg  to  the  northward,  met  with  fuch  delays  in  her 
paffage,  that  (he  did  not  arrive  in  Cape  Fear  tiH 
after  their  departure. 

June  I  ft.  The  fleet  anchored  off  Charieftown  Bar  in  the 
.  ^       beginning  of  June.    They  were  joined  before  they 

J**""^^    proceeded  to  ^Q.\pn  bv  the  Experiment  man  of  war ; 

rj^/*^,    and  the  navaj  force  tnen  confiftcd  of  the  Commo- 

tfwnSar.  Aotc  Sir  Petct  Parker's  ftip,  the  Briftol,  of  50  guns; 
the  Experiment,  of  the  fame  force ;  the  ASivc, 
Solebay,  Aftcon,  and  Syrdn  frigates,  of  28  guns 
eadi  J  the  Sphynx  of  20  guns,  a  hired  armed  ihip' 
of  ^2,  a  fmafl  floop  of  war,  an  armed  fchooner, 
and  the  Thunder  bomb-ketch.  The  paffing  of  the 
Bar  was  a  matter  of  time,  difficulty  and  danger, 
cfpcciaHy  to  the  t^o  large  fliips,  ^  which,  notwith- 
ftanding the  taking  out  of  their  guns,  and  the  uling 
of  every  other  means  to  lighten  theni  as  much  as 
poffible,  both  touched  the  ground  and  ftuck  feveral 
tfmes. 

The  land  forces  were  commanded  by  GenerJil 
Clinton,  Lord  Cormvallis,  and  Brigadier  General 
Vaughan.  It  was  remarkable,  that  at  the  tinte  Ge- 
neral Clinton  failed  from  Bolton,  General  Lee,  at 
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the  head  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from  the  army  be-  1776. 
fore  that  place,  munediatelv  fet  out  to  fccure  New-  \y'>r^ 
York  from  the  attempt  which  it  was  fuppofed  the 
former  would  have  made  upon  that  city.  Having 
fucccedcd  in  that  ol)jeft,  Gen.  Gihtdh  could  hot 
but  be  furprized  at  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  to  find 
Lee  iapoflcffion,  and  in  the  fame  ftateof  preparation, 
in  which  he  had  left  him  at  New-York.  Upon  hi^ 
departure  for  Cape  Fear,  Lee  again  traverfed  the 
Continent  with  tne  utmoft  expedition  to  feciire 
North  Carolina.  And  at  length,  upon  the  further 
.  progrefs  of  the  fleet  and  army  to  the  fouthward, 
Lee  again  proteeded  with  equal  celerity  to  the  de- 
fence of  Ch^rleftown. 

The  firft  obje£k  of  our  forces,  after  paflmg  the 
bar,  wa^the  attack  of  a  fort  which  had  been  lately 
erected,  though  not  made  altogether  complete,  upon 
the  fouth-weft  point  of  Sullivan's  ifland.  This 
fort  commanded  the  paflage  to  Charleilown,  which 
lay  farther  weft,  at  about  {ix  miles  di^iance ;  and 
potwithilanding  the  latcnefs  of  its  conftruQion, 
was  with  propriety  confidercd  as  the  key  of  that 
harbour.  It  is  faia  to  have  been  rcprefehted  to  our 
commanders  as  in  even  a  more  imperfe£l  ftate  than 
It  was  found  in  ^  but  if  the  defcription  had  been 
otherwife,  it  is  not  probable  they  woutd  have  ex- 
peded  that  a  faw  militia  could  have  been  abk,  for 
itnj  length  of  time,  to  have  fupported  the  great 
weight  of  fire  from  our  Ihips,  even  excluding  the 
co-operation  of  the  land  forces. 

ITie  troops  were  landed  on  long"  Ifland,  which  Troopt 
lies  nearer,  to  the  eaftward  of  Sullivan's ;  being  land  at 
leparated  only  by  forae  flioals,  and  a  creek  called  Jj?"8- 
the  Breach,  which  are  deemed  paflableat  lowwa-  ^"^"^ 
tcr,  the  ford  being  reprefented  to  our  oflicers  as 
oidy   eighteen  inches  m  depth  in  that  ftate.     The 
Carolinians  had  polled  fome  forces  with  a  few*picces 
of  cannon  near  the  north-eaftern  extremity  of  Sul- 
livan's 
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1776.  livan's  Ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  near  two  miles 
^-^•>^^  from  thj:  fort,  whcire  they  threw  up  works  to  pre- 
vent the  paflage  of  the  royal  army  over  the  Breach. 
General  Lee  was  encamped  with  a  confiderable 
body  of  forces  on  the  continent,  at  the  back  and  to 
the  north-ward  of  the  ifland,  with  which  he  held  a 
communication  open  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  and 
could  by  that  means,  at  any  time,  march  the  whole, 
or  any  part  of  his  force,  to  fupport  that  poft  which 
was  oppofed  to  our  palTage  from  Long  Illahd.  The 
latter  is  a  naked  burning  fand,  where  the  troops 
fuffered  greatly  from  their  expofure  to  the  tntenife 
heat  of  w  fun.  But  the  fleet  and  army  were  great- 
ly diftreffed  through  the  badmefs  of  the  water,  that 
which  is  found  on  the  fea  coails  of  South  Carolina 
being  every  whcire  brackifh.  Nor  were  they  in  a 
mucn  bet;ter  condition,  with  rcfped  either  to  the 
quantity  or  quality  of  provifions. 

Notwlthftanding  the  difpatch  which  thefe  inconve- 
niencies  rendered  necefiary,  fuch  delays  oacurred  in 
carrying  the  defign  into  execution,  that  it  was  near 
the  end  of  the  month  before  the  attack  upon  Sul- 
Kvan*s  Ifland  took  place ;    a  feafon  which  was  ap- 
plied by  the  Provincials  ^vith  great  aflSduity  to  the 
completion  of  their  works*  Every  thing  being  at  length 
fettled  between  the  commandets  by  fea  and  land, 
June  38.    the  Thunder  bomb,  covered  by  the  armed  (hip, 
Atta  k     ^^^^  ^^^  ftation  in  the  morning,  and  beean  the  at- 
on  Sul-     *^^^>  ^y  throwing  fliclls  at  the  fort  as  the  fleet  advan- 
livan*0      ced.    About  eleven  o'clock,  the  Briftol,  Experi- 
Iflaad.      ment,  A&ive,  and   Solebay,  brought  up  diredly 
againft  the  fort  and  began  a  mofl:  furious  and  incel- 
fant  cannonade.     The  Sphynx,  Afteon,  and  Syren, 
were  ordered  to  the  wcftward,  to  take  their  ftation 
between  the  end  of  the  ifland  and  Charieftovn[i, 
^         fMly  thereby  to  enfilade  the  works  of  the  fort, 
pjtnly,  if  poffible,  to  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
tween the  ifland  and  the  continent,  which  would  of 
courfc,  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  garrifon,  as  well 
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as  all  fuccours  from  the  latter ;  and  partly  to  pfrc-  1 776. 
vent  any  attempts  that  might  be  made  by  fire-fhips 
or  otherwife,  to  interrupt  the  grand  attack.  This 
part  of  the  dcfign  was  rendered  unfortunate  by  the 
ftrange  unikilfulnefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled 
the  frigates  in  the  fhoals  called  the  Middle  Grounds, 
where  they  all  ftuck  faft  ;  and  though  two  of  them< 
were  in  fome  time  with  damage  and  difficulty  got 
off,  it  was  then  too  late,  and  they  were  befides  in 
no  condition,  to  execute  the  intended  fervice.  The 
Adeon  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next  morning,  to  prevent 
her  materials  and  (lores  from  becoming  a  prey  to 
the  enemy. 

Whilft  the  continued  thunder  from  the  ihips 
feemed  fufficient  to  (hake  the  fiercenels  of  the 
braveft  enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of  the  moft 
veteran  foldier,  the  return  made  by  the  fort,  xpuld 
not  fail  of  calling  for  the  refped;,  as  well  as  ef  high- 
ly incommoding  the  brave  feamen  of  Britain.  In 
the  midft  of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery,  they 
ftuck  with  the  greateft  conftancy  and  finhnefs  to 
their  guns ;  fired  deliberately  and  flowly,  and  took 
a  cool  and  effective  aim.  The  (hips  fuffercd  ac* 
cordingly ;  they  were  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  and 
the  flaughter  was  dreadful.  Never  did  Britilk 
valour  ihine  more  confpicuous,  and  never  did  our 
marine,  in  an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature  with 
any  foreign  enemy,  experience  fo  rude  an  encoun- 
ter.  The  fprings  of  the  Briftol's  cable  being  cut 
by  the  (hot,  (he  lay  for  fome  time  expofed  in  fiich 
a  manner  to  the  enemy *s  fire,  as  to  be  moft  dread- 
fully raked,  the  brave  Captain  Morris,*  after  reociv- 
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•  After  having  the  two  bones  of  his  fore  arm  fhattered  by. 
a  chain  (hot,  and  receiving  a  wound  from  a  ball  in  his  neck/ 
he  was  taken  into  the  cock-pit,  where  he  readily  fubmitted 
to  amputation,  which  was  performed  jull  above  the  elbow. 
During  the  operation  a  red-hot  ball  went  through  the  cockpit, 
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1776*  ing  a  nufnber  of  wouads,  which  would  hare  iuffi- 
ckntly  juftified  a  gallant  man  in  retiring  from  his 
ftatibn,  (liQ  with  a  noble  obftinacy  diiUained  to  quit 
his  duty,  until  his  arm  being  at  length  {Hot  off", 
he  was  earned  away  in  a  condition  which  did  not 
afford  a  pofBbility  of  a  recovery.  It  is  faid  that  the 
quattet-deck  of  the  Briftol  was  at  one  time  cleared 
of  CYcJry  pcrfdn  but  the  Commodore,  whe  flood 
alone  a  fpedacle  of  intrepidity  and  firmne£$,  which 
has  feldom  been  equalled,  never  exceeded.  The 
others  on  that  deck  were  either  killed  or  carried 
down  to  have  their  wounds  drcdcd.  Npr  did  Cap* 
tmn  Scot,  of  the  Experiment,  tni&  his  (hare  of  the 
danger  or  glory,  who  befidcs  the  lofs  of  an  arm^^ 
received  fo  many  other  wounds  that  his  life  was  at 
firft  defpaircd  of. 

The  fire  from  the  Britifli  fhips  was;  not  thrown 
tway ;  diough  it  did  not  produce  aU  the  effeft  which 
was  hoped  and  expeded.  But  the  fortifications 
wferc  much  firmer  than  they  had  been  thought,  and 
their  lowrtcfe  preferved  them  in  a  great  degree  from 
the  weight  tf  our  (hot*  They  were  f:ompofed  of 
palm-trees  and  earth,  and  the  merlons  were  of  am 
umifoal  thicknefs.  The  guns  were  at  one  time  fo 
hmg  filenced,  thftt  k  wa»  thought  the  fort  had  been 
ftbandoned.     It  fc^ms  extraordinary,  that  a  detach* 

ment 


whlcli  killed  two  of  the  furgedn*s  aAft«nt8,  arftd^^nndedthe 
puff(?r.  After  the  confufioft  nAncH  t^s  cii»eum(lftilce  occafidiitd 
wA^  otetf  Ca^  Morttft  iniUUd  on  bdog  Gorrkd  <m  the  qintr» 
tef«4eok  to  refmne  hra  commftBd ;  which  bciifg  c«fla{died  with, 
he  €09f  iniied  the  fight  for  a  confiderable  time  j^ftcr,  till  he  was 
(hot  through  the  body.  A  prodigious  etfufidft  of  (>l66A  follow* 
fng,  and  his  dlflbtatibti  betn;g  ipparetrtfy  it  litorf,  one  of  the 
iittJers  afked  him,  if  he  had  any  direaion,  to  give  with  rcfpcd 

I.-   tuiu     fjuiitlj.       «vk    ^kl^k.    La    lirrMniitiTiUiT  infwi^       ^*  MfoilC  1— ^ 

Xvj  n"  idiiniTy  vo  wnrciT  nc  uti  vwsuifj  «■■•■  •■  •^^••^  *'"■■"  -*— ^ 
a*  be  kft  them  to  the  providence  ef  God,  and  the  generofity 
of  hjs.  country  i*'  Hi^Majeily  accordingly,  immediately  on 
necemng  aa  account  of  this  affair,  fcnf  the  Captain's  widow 
an  liavdfvwic  prefent,  and  fcttkd  a  pcnfioc  on  her  aad  her 
chiki^exu  « 
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xnent  of  the  land  forces  were  not  in  readine&  on  lyj^* 
board  the  tranfports  or  boats,  to  profit  of  fmrh  an  v-^'-^^"^ 
eccafion.  But  thefe  are  only  a  part  of  the  ctrcvm^ 
ftances  relative  to  the  engagement  which  have  never 
been  fufBciently  cleared  up.  The  praife  bellowed 
uppn  the  garriCon  for  the  conftancy  and  bravery  of 
their  defence,  by  the  Americans  in  geneoiU  as 
well  as  by  General  Lee,  Qmw  th^t  they  neither  aban«> 
doned  their  guns,  nor  were  changed ;  however  they 
might  be,  and  undoubtedly  were  reinforced,  k 
appears  oy  their  accounts,  that  the  filence  of  thefort 
proceeded  from  the  expenditure  pf  all  their  powder^ 
and  their  waiting  for  a  fupply  from  the  Comioent ; 
which,  probably,  did  not  arrr^'e  the  ioon&T^  from 
the  neeeifity  of  its  being  conveyed  through  die  line 
of  Are  from  the  men  of  war. 

During  this  long,  hot,  and  obflinate  confli£b,  the  Probable 
feamen  looked  frequently  ajid  impatiently  to  the  J^"^<=* 
eaftward,  ftil|  erpefting  to  fee  the  land  forces  ad-  ^^d  fo^.. 
vance  from  Long-Iihnd,  drive  the  rebels  from  their  ^^  ^^^  ' 
Inirenchment,  and  march  up  to  fecond  their  attack  engaging 
upon  the  feat.    In  thefe  hopes  they  were  grievoufly  in  thu 
dlfappointed.     Such   various  accounts  faaa^c  been  *^tack. 
given  of  the  eaufe  of  this  inaflbn  of  tbe/laad  farces, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any  decided  opinioa  upon 
the  fubjefk.     The  Gazette,  from  whence  a  Iktis- 
fadory  iblution  of  all  drfEculties  might  be  expected, 
is  fo  totally  deiefbive  and  diifatisfadory, '  tMt  H 
ieems  to  have  laid  a  foundation  for  every  other  error  ^^ 

and  contradiftion  relative  to  this  bufinefe.  That 
account  fays,  that  the  King's  forces  wctc  (topped 
by  an  imprafticable  depth  of  water,  wibere  they 
expefted  to  have  paffed  nearly  dryfhod.  To  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Generals,  and  the  ofiiccrs  under  their 
command  tihouid  have  bc&  nineteen  days  in  Ul^t 
fmall  ifland,  without  ever  examLumg,  untii  this  very 
inflant  of  action,  the  nature  of  the  only  paflage  by 
which  thcv  could  render  fenrice.to  their  friendt^  -and 
felbws,  luifii  th«  purpo£c  x^f  their  landing,  ai)d 
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^776'  anfwcr  the  ends  for  which  they  were  embarked  ia 
the  expedition,  would  fcein  a  great  defed  in  mili- 
tary prudence  and  circumfpedion.  But  there  might 
foe  reafons  for  concealing  a  true  (late  of  the  affair. 
Until  that  ftate  appears,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  lay 
any.imputatiou  on  the  officers  concerned  in  fo  cri- 
tical a  fervice.  The  only  rational  folution  of  the 
fad,  muft,  for  the  prefent,  be  drawn  from  the  dif- 
ferent American  accounts ;  from  thefe  it  is  to  be 
inferred,  that  the  poft  which  the  Provincials  pof- 
feficd  ^t  the  end  of  Sullivan's  Ifland,'was  in  fo  flrong 
<a  ftate  of  defence,  the  approaches  on  our  fides  fo 
^ifadvantageous,  and  Lee's  force  in  fuch  preparation 
and  capability  of  cruihing  us  in.  the  cenflid,  that 
General  Clinton  would  have  run  the  moft  manifeft 
and  inexcufable  rifque,  of  the  ruin,  if  not  total  lofs 
of ^his  forces,  if  he  had  yenture.d  upon  an  attack. 
"J^D  this  may  be  added,  that  it  was  only  upon  a  near 
approach,  that  our  people  acquired  any  certain 
knowledge  of  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

The  adion  continued,  until  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  compelled  that  ceflation,  which  the  eagemefs 
of  the  alfailants,  worn  down  as  thev  were  with  ^ 
tigue,  and  weakened  with  lofs,  was  uill  unwilling  to 
accept.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  after  every  effort  of  which 
a, brave  man  is  capable,  finding  that  all  hope  of  fuc- 
cefs  was  at  an  end,  and  the  tide  of  ebb  nearly 
fpent,  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
withdrew  his  fhattered  veffels  from  the  fcene  of 
adion,  after  an  engagement  which  had  been  fup- 
ported  with  uncommon  courage  and  vigour  for 
above  ten  hours.  The  Briftol  had  iii,  and  the 
Experiment  79  men,  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  both 
fhips  had  received  fo  much  damage,  that  the  Provin- 
cials  conceived  ftrong  hopes,  that  they  could  never 
be  got  over  the  bar.  The  frigates,  though  not  lefs 
emulous  in .  the  performance  of  their  duty,  being 
*  lefs  pointed  at  than  the  great  fhips,  did  not  fuffer 
a  propprtional  lo£s«    llie  bomb  veffels  did  not  do 

all 
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all  the  fcrvice  upon  this  occafion  vrhich  was  cxpeft-  i^jS. 
cd ;  whether  it  was  from  overcharging  in  confe*  ^  —  ' 
quence  of  having  originally  taken  too  great  a  dif- 
tance,  which  has  been  faid,  or  whether  it  proceeded 
from  fomc  fault  in  the  conftru&ion  which  feems 
more  probable  ;  however,  it  was,  the  beds  of  the 
mortars  were  in  fome  time  fo  loofened  and  ihattered 
as  to  become  utterly  unferviceable*  * 

Colonel  Moultrie,  who  commanded  in  the  fort, 
received  grc^t  and  deferved  applaufe  from  his  coun- 
trymen for  the  courage  and  conduft  by  which  he 
was  fo  much  diftinguimed  in  its  defence.  The  gar- 
rifon  alfo  received  a  great  (hare  of  praife,  and  a 
ferjeant  was  alfo  diftinguifhed  by  a  prefent  of  a 
fword  from  the  Prefident  of  the  Colony,  for  a  par*, 
ticular  ad  of  great  bravery. 

*  Including  the  lofs  that  the  Briftol  and  Experiment  fuftam- 
cdt  at  before-mentioned,  there  was  in  the  whole  of  this  unfuc^ 
cefsful  engagement^  175  lulled,  and  near  the  fame  complc* 
ment  wounded,  of  as  brave,  men  as  ever  the  Britifli  navy  pio- 
4uced. 
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Congrefg 
for  the 
eftabUOi- 
ment  of 
new  go- 
vern- 
ments in 
the  colo- 
nies. 


CHAP..  XII. 

r 
t 

The  General  Congrefi  tkro^  off  their  allegiai\ce  to  Great  Bri* 

tain^    and  declare  themfehes   an   Independent  Power. 

Lord^  and  Gen,  Hoixfe  appointed  commi //toners  for  re/hriMg 

peace  in  the  Colonies*     Gen.  ffonuef  *with  the  arpty^  land  mt 

Siaten  Ifland.     Circular  letter^  fent  by  Lord  Honue  •  to  the 

Continent f  and  publijhed  by  the   Congrefs.     Letter  to  Gen, 

IVaJhingtottf    refufed.       Conference    ketnveen  jidjutant    Gen* 

Pater fon^  and  Gen.  Wajhington.      Plots  at  Neto  Tork^  and 

Albany.     Army  landed  at  Long  Ifland*     Americans  defeated 

nvith  great  lojj.     Retire  fihntly  from  theif  camp,  and  qmt 

the  ifland.     Gen.  Sullivan  fent  upon  parole  nuith  a  meffage 

from  Lord  Honsse  to  the  Congrefs.     Fruitlefs  conference  hetiueen 

lis  LordHjip  and  a  Comtnittee  of  the  Congrefs^    Defcent  on 

Tork  Ifland ;    City  of  New  Tork  taken  ;  fet  on  flirty  and  a 

great  part  burnt.     Army  pafs  througi  the  dan^ereus  navigu* 

tion  called  Iflell  Gate  ;  land  at  Frog^s  Neck  \  fldrmifb  at  the 

Whit?  Plains.     Forts  Wafhington  and  Lee  taken^  and  the 

'whole   of  Tork  Ifland   reduced,      jferfeys  overrun.      Rhode 

Ifland  reduced* 

DURING  the  foricgoing  trsmfaftions,  ttc  Con- 
grefs took  an  opportunity  of  feeling  the  ge- 
neral pulfe  of  the  people,  and  of  preparing  them 
for  the  Declaration  of  Independency  which 
was  to  follow  by  a  kind  of  Circular  Manifejlo  to  the 
feveral  Colonies,  dating  the  caufes  which  rendered 
it,  as  they  faid,  neceffary,  that  all  authority  under 
the  crown  (hould  be  totally  fuppreffed,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  taken  refpeftively  into  their 
own  hands.  In  fupport  of  this  pofition  they  inftan- 
ced  the  Prohibitory  Adj  bv  which  they  were  exclud- 
ed from  the  proteftion  or  the  crown  ;  the  rejeftion 
of  their  petition  for  redrefs  of  grievances  and  re- 
conciliation ;  and  the  intended  exertion  of  all  the 
force  ©f  Great  Britain,  aided  by  foreign  mercena- 
ries, for  their  deftrudion.  They  concluded  with  a 
recommeadation  to  thefe  Colonies  ;  whofe  govern- 
ment was  not  already  fufficient,  to  proceed  to  the 
eftablifhment  of  fucli  a  form,  as  was  neceffary  to  the 
prefervation  of  internal  peace,  and  fuitcd  to  the 
prefent  exigency  of  their  affairs,  for  the  defence  of 

their 
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their  lives,  liberties,  Ind  properties,  againft  the  hof-    1776.  - 
tile  invafions,  and  cruel  depredations  of  their  ene-   v^w-/ 
mies. 

Penfylvania  and  Maryland  were  the  only  Colo- 
nics that  in  that  part  oppofed  the  eftablilhmcnt  of  a 
new  government,  and  the  declaration  of  Indeptn^ 
dency.  A  majority  in  the  aflembly  of  the  former, 
though  eager  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  regarded 
with  horror  every  idea  of  a  total  feparation  from 
the  parent  ftate,*  But  though  they. knew  that  great 
numbers  in  the  Province  held  fimilar  fentimcnts, 
they  were  alfo  fenfible,  that  thfe  more  violent  formed 
a  very  numerous  and  powerful  body  j  that  they  had  * 
already  taken  fire  at theirhefitation,  and  confidered 
them  rather  as  fecret  enemies,  than  luke-warm 
friends.  Their  fituation  was  befides  difficult.  If 
they  broke  the  union  of  the  Colonies,  and  thereby 
forfeited  the  ailiftance  and  protedion  of  the  others, 
they  had  no  certainty  of  obtaining  a  redrefs  of  thofc 
grievances,  nor  the  fecurity  of  thofc  rights,  for 
•which  they  were  as  willing  to  contend  in  their  own 
way  as  the  moft  violent ;  but  were  not  yet  willing 
to  give  upall  hope,  nor  to  break  oft'  all  poffibility  of 
accommodation.  Thus  critically  circumftanccd  they 
declared  that  the  queftion  of  Independence  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  importance  for  them  to  decide 
-finally  upon,  and  that  they  would  therefore  refer  it  to 
their  conftituents  together  with  the  arguments  which 
had  been  ufed  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 

It  was  manifeftly  a  ftep  from  which  it  would  not 
be  eafy  to  retreat.  On  one  hand,  the  feparation 
from  Great-Britain,  even  if  it  could  be  finally  ac- 
complifhed,  muft  be  attended  with  many  evident 
inconveniences.  The  proteftion  of  the  great  pa- 
rent ftate,  and  the  utility  of  the  power  of  a  com- 
mon fovcrcign  to  balance  fo  many  feparate,  and, 
poffibly,  difcordant  commonwealths,  befides  many 
political  and  many  commercial  advantages  deri\  od 

from 


3^4]  77^<?  H I S  T  O  R  Y  5/^  the        Chap.  Xn. 

.177P.  from  the  old  union,  muft  appear  in  a  clear  light  to 
^^^'^'^^^  every  fober  and  difceming  perfon.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  faid,  that  their  liberty  was  their  firft 
good,  without  which  all  the  other  advantages  would 
be  of  no  value.  That  if  they  were  to  fubmit  to  a 
great  {landing  army,  compofed  of  foreigners  as 
'well  as  Englifh,  compofed  in  part  even  of  meir  own 
flaves,  and  of  favages,  what  terms  were  they  to 
hope  for  ?  The  moment  their  arms  were  laid  down 
they  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  their  enemy.  *For 
what  end  did  they  Cake  up  thefe  arms  ?  If  it  was  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  tp  lay  them  down  without  that 
fecurity,  would  be  to  own  that  their  firft  refiftance 
was  caufdefs  rebellion ;  and  the  pardon  o£fered, 
was  the  only  fatisfadion  for  the  prefcnt,  or  fecurity 
for  the  future,  they  were  given  to  expcd.  Did 
they  refift  power  only  to  obtain  a  pardon  ?  Were  ^ 
they  fo  abfurd  originally,  or  are  they  fo  cowardly  ^ 
now  ?  If  thjcn  their  objeft  is  rcfufed  to  all  the  en- 
treaties by  Great-Britain ;  if  (he  abandbns  them  to 
plunder  without  redemption,  except  on  unconditional 
fubmiffion,  how  is  the  objeft  of  their  refiftance  to 
be  obtiined  ?  By  war  only.  But  as  long  as '  they 
acknowledged  the  claims  of  the  crown  of  Great- 
Britain,  fo  long  will  their  councils  and-generals  be 
deftitute  of  all  civil  and  military  authority.  The 
war  they  carry  on  muft  of  courfe  be  irregular, 
feeble,  and  without  the  fmalleft  profpe£t  of  fuccefs. 
Orders  will  be  given,  which  none  will  ,be  obliged  to 
obey  ;  and  confpiracies  and  mutinies  will  be  formed, 
which  none  will  have  a  juft  power  to  punifh  or  rc- 
prefs.  Neither  will  any  foreign  power  give  them 
any  fupport  againft  the  hoftile  qombinatlon  of  Great 
Britain,  and  fo  many  foreign  powers  as  flie  has 
called  to  her  affiftauce,  fo  long  as  they  hold  them- 
felves  to  be  fubjefts.  We  do  not  break  the  con- 
nexion (faid  they),  it  is  already  broke  and  diffolved 
by  an  ad  of  parliament ;  and  thus  abandoned,  all 
.  |aws  human  and  divine,  not  only  permit,  but  de- 
mand 
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mand  of  us^  to  provide  every  internal  and  c^emal^   1776. 
means  for  our  own  prefervation.  v^w^ 

In  thefe  fentiments,  by  a  reference  to  the  people, 
the  matter  was  brought  to  a  fair  trial  of  ftrength 
between  the  two  parties  ;  when  it  was  carried  by 
great  majorities,  that  the  Delegates  fliould  agree  to 
the  determination  of  the  Congrefs.  This  decifion^ 
however  occafioned  much  difTention  in  the  Province, 
and  founded  a  confiderable  party  in  oppolitioiMO 
the  prefent  government. 

In  Maryland,  the  delegates  were  inltru£ted  by  a 
majority  of  feven  counties  to  four,  to  oppofe  the 
queftion  of  Independency  in  the  Congrefs  ;  which 
mey  accoi^dingly  did  ;  and  having  given  their  votes, 
witndrew  tot^ly  from  that  affembly.  But  the  hor- 
ror of  being  lecluded  and  abandoned,  together 
with  the  reproaches  of  the  others,  and  perhaps  the 
dread  of  their  refentment,  foon  gave  a  new  turn  to 
their  conduct,  if  not  the  difpolition  of  that  pro« 
vince.  The  delegates  were  again  inftruded  to  re- 
turn to  the  Conerefs,  and  to  ad  there,  as  they 
thought  beft  for  the  intereft  of  their  country*  This 
compleated  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  that  mea- 
fure. 

The  fatal  day  at  length  arrived,  which,  (however  jjjy  -  ^j^^ 
the  final  confequences  may  be)  mull  be  deeply  re- 
gretted by  every  true  friend  to  the  Britiih  empire,  I?ccla«. 
when  thirteen  Englijh  colonies  in  America^  declared  i^J^^cpcn- 
themfelves  frec  andiVDEPEVBBVrJiates;^  abjured  ^ienceT 
all  allegiance  to  the  Britifh  crown,  and  renounced 
all  political  connexion  with  this  country.     Such 
are  the  unhappy  confequences  of  civil  contention. 
Such  the  effe^s  that  may  proceed  from  too  great  a 
jcaloufy  of  power  on  the  one  fide,  or  an  ill-timed 
doubt  of  obedience  on  the  othen 

There 


*  See  AppcDdix« 


^mm 


326]  •  The  HISTORY  of  the    ,        Chap.  XIL 

1776,  There  were  three  principal  objefks  propofed  Is 
^'^^^rsj  the  condufl  of  the  Britifh  forces  in  the  prcfent  cam- 
paign.  Tlic  firft  was  the  relief  of  Quebec,  and  the 
redemption  of  Canada,  which  alfo  included  the  fub- 
fequent  invafion  of  the  back  parts  of  the  Colonics 
by  the  way  of  the  lakes.  The  fecond  was  the 
making  a  ftrong  impreffion  on  the  fouthem  colo- 
nies, which  it  was  hoped  would  at  leaft  have  fuc-* 
ceeded  lb  far  as  to  the  recovery  of  one  of  them. 
The  third  was  the  grand  expedition  againft  the  city 
and  province  of  New-York. 

Of  the  two  collateral  parts  of  this  plan  we  have 
already  feen  the  evcyat,  fo  far  as  the  firft  was  yet 
capable  of  being  carried  into  execution.  On  the 
third,  the  grcateft  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  not  unjuft- 
ly  founded.  Much  the  better  part  of  the  province 
of  New- York  is  inclofed  in  iflands,  which  being 
long  and  narrow,  were  expofed  on  all  fides  to  the 
hoftilities  of  pur  fleets,  and  to  the  defcents  of  our 
troops,  with  every  advantage  in  their  favour,  whilft 
they  continued  in  a  ftate  of  enmity.  When  re- 
.duced,  the  prpt^Sion  of  the  (hips  or  war  would  be 
jis  effectual  in  thei;-  preferVation,  as  their  hoftility 
had  been,  in  tlieir  redudlion.  Thb  central  fituation 
of  this  Province  afforded  great  advantages.  The 
war  could  be  carried  on  with  equal  facility  either 
in  Connedicut,  and  the  Continent  of.  New- York 
on  the  caftem  fide^  or  in  New  Jerfey,  and  from 
thence  to  Penfylvania  on  the  weftern  ;  or  it  might 
be  transferred  to  and  from  either  at  pleafure.  So 
that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Britifh  commander  to 
-  prefcribe  the  fcene  of  aftion,  and  to  quit  it  wheh 
he  liked  ;'  while  if  the  army  was  withdrawn  from 
the  field,  he  might  by  the  means  of  the  great  North 
river,  and  the  different  channels  between  the  iflands 
and  the  main  land,  with  his  fhips  and  detachments 
hurrafs  and  ruin  the  adjoining  countries ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  Provincials  however  ])owerful 
^ould  mak<e  up  attempt  on  the  iflands,  that  wpuld 

not 
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not  be  attended  with  the  greatcft  difad\'antage3,  1776. 
and  liable  to  the  moft  imminent  danger.  Another  Ovv 
great  objcft  in  view  from  this  fituatipn  was,  that  if 
General  Carleton  could*  penetrate  to  Hudfon's  or 
the  great  North  river,  General  Howe  might  thereby 
totally  cut  off  all  communication  between  the  nor- 
thern and  fouthern  provinces.  To  crown  thefe 
advantages.  Long  Ifland  which  is  very  fertile  m 
wheat  and  all  other  i:orn,  and  abounded  with  herds 
sli)d  flocks,  was  deemed  almgd  .equal  u\  itfelf  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  army.  The  inhabitants  were 
alfo  fuppofcd  to  be  in  general  weH  affefted  to  the 
royal  caufe. 

The  attainment  of  thefe  great  objefis,  and  the  .pj^  ^  ^ 
condu£t  of  the  grand  armament  which  was  neccfffary  ccs  under 
to  the  purpofe,  were  committed  to  Admiral  Lord  Lord  and 
Howej^and  his  brother  the  General ;  men  who  ftood  General 
high  in  the  opinion  and  confidence  of  the  nation,  ^^^\ 
as  well  from  their  own  merit  and^  ferviccs,  as  from  Mature  of 
the  nulitary  charafter  and  bravery  of  the  family,  their 
To  this  Tervicq  was  allotted  a  very  powerful  army,  commif- 
xonfiRing    befides  the  national  fbrces,  of  abdut  ^'®"»  fo** 
13,000  Heffiahs  and  Waldcckers.   The  whole  force,  '^^^^?S 
if  the  different  parts  of  which  it  was  compofed  JJ!^^^ 
could  have  been  united  in  the  beginning  of  the  cam-  bms. 
paign,  it  was  fuppofcd,  would  nave  amounted  to 
about  35,000  men.    It  will  be  cafily  conceived  by 
thofe  acquainted  with  military  alEurs,  that  all  cal- 
culations of  this  nature,  though  founded  upon  the 
bed  official  information,  will  far  exceed  even  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance  tli^n  America^  the  real' effec- 
tive number  that  can  ever  be  brought  to  aftton. 
This  force,  when  united,  was,  however,  truly  for- 
-  midable,  and  fuch  as  no  part  of  the  new  world  had 
ever  feen  before.     Nor,  was  it,  perhaps,  ever  ex-* 
ceeded  by  any  army  in  Europe  of  an  equal  number, 
whether  coi^fidered,  with  refpeft  to  the  excellency 
of  the  troops,  the  abundant  provilk)n  of  aH  foanner 
of  military  ftores,  and  warlike  mutjeriais,  or  tt^ 

good- 
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17  76.  goodnefs  and  number  of  artillery  of  all  forts  with 
^•vx/  which  it  was  provided.  It  was  befides  fupiported  by 
a  very  numerous  fleet,  particularly  well  adapted  to 
the  nature  of  the  fervice*  Befides  their  military 
powers  the  General  and  Admiral  were  appointed 
.  the  commiffioners  under  the  late  A&  of  Parliament, 
for  reftoring  peace  to  the  Colonies,  and  for  grant- 
ing pardon  to  fuch  as  (hould  deferve  the  Royai 
mercy. 

The  fituation  of  the^  army  at  Halifax,  and  the 
long  (lay  of  above  two  months,  which  it  was 
obliged  to  make  there,  ftill  waiting  the  arrival  ^f 
fome  of  the  reinforcements  from  England  to  enable 
it  to  go  lyxui  fervice,  was  neither  pleafmg  to  the 
General  nor  comfortable  to  the  men»  The  coun- 
try was  in  no  fituation  to  afford  them  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  provifions  or  neceifaries ;  nor   was  the 

Slace    even    capsd)Ie  of   providing    quarters   on 
lore,  for  the  private  men,  who  were  obliged  to 
continue  on  board   the  ihips  during  the  whole  of 
their  flay.    As  the  fummer  advanced,  the  General 
grew  impatient  at  the  delay,  and  was  probably 
further  urged  by  the  fcarcity  of  provifions.    He  ac* 
O  Hp'm  ^^^dingly,  without  waiting  for  his  brother,  or  the 
with  the '  cxpeded  reinforcements,  departed  with '  Admiral 
army,       Shuldham,  and  the  fleet  and  army,  from  Halifax, 
leaves       about  the  loth  of  June,  and  near  the  end  of  the 
Halifai.   month,  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook,  a  point  of  land 
that  ftands  at  the  entrance  into  that  confluenee  of 
founds,  roadsi  creeks,  and  bays,  which  are  formed 
by  New-York,  Staten,  and  Long  Iflands,  the  con* 
tinent  on  either  fide,  with  the  North  and  Rare* 
ton  rivers. 

Is  joined  On  their  paiTage  they  were  joined  by  fix  tranf* 
by  fix  ports  with  Highland  troops  on  board,  who  were 
tranf-  feparated  from  feveral  of  their  companions  in  the 
with  yoy^c.  It  appeared  fbon  after,  that  fome  of  the 
troops,     numng  (hips,  with  about  450  foldiers,  and  feveral 

officers. 
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officers,,  were  taken  by  the  American  cruizers,  1776* 
*nie  General  found  every  approachable  part  of  v^vsi/ 
the  ifland  of  New-York  ftron^ly  fortified,  defended 
by  a  numerous  artillery,  and  guarded  by  little  lefs 
than  an  army.  The  extent  of  Long  Ifland  did  not 
admit  of  its  being  fo  ftrongly  fortified,  or  fo  well 
guarded  ;  it  was,,  however  in  a  powerful  Hate,  of 
defence  >  had  an  encampment  of  confiderable 
force  on  the  end  of  the  ifland  near  jJew-York,  and 
feveral  works  throvvn  up  on  the.  moft  acceflible 
parts  of  the  coails  as  well  as  at  the  ftrongeft  inter- 
nal pafles. 

Staten  Ifland,  being  of  lefs  value  and  confequence,  July  34 
was  lefs  attended  to.     The  General  landed  wiftibut  They 
oppofition,  to  the  great  joy  of  thofe  of  the  inhabi*  land  at 
tants  ^yho  had  fuffered  for  their  loyalty  j  and  the  f^*^^*^ 
troops  being  cantoned  in  the  villages  received  plen-  ^^5°. 
ty  of  thofe  refrefliments  which  they  fo  much  want-  joined 
ed.     He  was  met  by  Governor  Tryon,  with  feveral  there  hj 
•well  affeftcd  gentlemen  who  had  taken  refuge  with  Several 
him  on  board  a  ftiip^   at   Sandy  Hook,  who  gave  ^^T*!"'*' 
him   a  full  account  of  the  (late  and  difpofition  of 
the  Province,  as  well  as  of  the  ftrength  of  the  ene- 
my.    He  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  being  joined  by 
about  fixty  perfons  from  New-Jerfey,  who  came  to 
take  arms  in  the  royal,  caufe,  and  aoout  200  of  the 
militia  of  the  ifland  were  embodied  for  the  fame 
purpofe  ;  which  afforded  the  pleafing  profpcft,  that 
when  the   army  was  in  force  to  march  into  the 
country  and  prote£t  the   royalifts,  fuch   numbers 
-would  join  it,  as  would  contribute  not   a  little  to 
bring  the  prefcnt  troubles  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax,  about  a  fortnight  — — 14, 
after  his  brothers  departure,  from  whence  he  pro-  Ld  Ho^t^ 
cceded  to  Staten  Ifland,  where  he  arrived  before  the  arrives  at 
middle  of  July.     His  firft  aft  was  to  fend  afliore,  ^^^ifi'** 
by  a  flag,  a  Circular  Letter  to  the  feveral  late  Go- 

U  u  vernorg 


\ 


33o]  '     VSe  H I S  T  O  ft  Y  2/^  /i&/  '        ^Wap.  XII. 

'1776,  vernors   of  the  CclonieS,*  acquainting  them  "whH 

^-y^'^  his  civil  and*  military  powers,  and  defirin^  that 

Circular  they  would  publifh,  as  generally  as  poffible  tor  the 

letter,  information  of  the  peOpte,  ^  Declaration  which  ac- 
Ld^wtf  compahicd  the  Iqttct',    In  this  piece  he  informed 

to  the  the 


Continent 


*  Genuine  CorfefpOfideneebet^em'Lord'Sfmt  and-DrX  FrankTin. 

As  the  fubjed  of  the'following  authentic  letters^  ihe  tirfie  \rhca 
they  were  written,  and  the   raiik  aiid   reputation  of  the 

-  writers,  render  them  of  mach  importaooe  to  the  public^ 
we  cannot  doubt  of  their  being  acceptable  to  the  gcoerality 
of  our  readers. 

.Eagleijune20t>iii6» 

*<  1  caimot,  my  Worthy  friend,  permit  the  letters  and  parcels 
which  I  hait  fent  you,  in  the  date  I  received  them,  to  be  landed, 
without  adding  a  word  upon  the  fubje^  of  the  injurious  extre- 
mities in  which  our  tinhappy  ^putes  have  engaged  us. 

**  You  will  learn  the  nature  of  my  miffion  from  the  official 
difpalchcs  which  I  hate  -recommended  to  be  forwarded  by  the 
fame  conveyance.  Retaining  all  the  eameilnefs  I  ever  exprefled, 
to  fee  our  differences  accommodated,  1  (hall  conceive,  if  I  meet 
with  the  difpofition  in  the  colonies  which  I  was  once  taogfat  to 
exped,  the  raoft  flattering  faopes^  of  proving  ferviceablej  in  the 
objc6ls  of  the  king's  paternal  folicitude,  by  promoting  the 
cftablifliment  of  laSing  peace  and  union  with  the  colonics.  But 
if  the  deep-ro6ted  prciudices  of  America,  and  the  neceffit'y  of 
preventing  her  trade  mm  pafihig  into  foreign  channels,  muft 
keep  uimVL  a  divided  peCjplef  I  (h^ll,  from  every  private,  a&  welt 
as  public  motive,  moft  heartily  hmeot  that  it  is*  not  the  moment 
whcreiri  thoTe great  objeAs  of  my  ambition  are  to  be  attained; 
and  that  I  am  to  be  longer  deprived*  of  an  opportunity  to  aiFure 
you  perfonally  of  the  regard  with  which  I  am     . 

*<  Your  fincere  and  faithful 
Humble  fervant 

Hows. 

**  P.  S*  I  was  difappointed  of  the  opportunity  I  cxpcded 
for  fending  this  letter  at  the  time  it  was  dated,  and  have  been 
ever  fincc  prevented  by  calms  and  contrary  winds,  frottf  getting 
here  to  inform  General  Howe  of  the  commiffion  with  which  I 
have  the  fatisfadion  to  be  charged,  and  of  bis  being  joined  in  it» 

Off  Sandy  Hook,  12  Jiily, 
Supcrfcribcd 

To  Benjamin  TFranklin/ 
Efq.  PhUadelphia.'' 
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•  •••■•  •  . 

the  people  of  the  powers  of  which  his  brother  and    1776. 
he  were  endued  under  the  late  aft  of  parliament, 

of 


s^on^ 


Philadelphia^  July  10 f  1776. 
I  ReceWed  &fe  the  kf  ten  your  lordihip  ib  kipdly  forward- 
ed to  mcy-and  l>eg  you  to  except  my  thanks. 

'<  The  official  difpatcfae^  to  wbi<di  you  refc^  xoe,  coBtain 

nothing  more  than  we  had  feen  in  the  a&  of  parliament,  via. 

olFera  of  pardon  upon  fubmiffion  1  w)iich  I  was  fprry.to  find*  as 

it  muil  gifc  your  lordfhip  pain*  to  bo  fent  fo  far  on  fq  hppelefs 

-a  bufincfs. 

**  DIre&ing  pardon&to  be  offered  to  the  colonies  who  a^e  th^ 
Tery  parties  injured,  exprefle^  indeed  that  opinion  of  o|ur  ignp* 
ranee,  baienefs  and  infenfibility,  which  your  uninformed  and 
proud  nation  has  long  beta  pleafed  to  entertain  of  us;  -but  it 
can  have  no  other  cffeA  than  that  of  encreaiing  our  refeatment* 
It  is  impofiU)le  we  flioyld  think  of  fubmii^n  to  a  government 
that  haS|  with  the  moft  wai\ton  barbarity  ^xu}  cruelty,  burnt  ouf 
defencelefs  towns,  in  the  midft  of  winter  \  excited  the  favages 
Jlo  maffacre  peacefiil  fanners,  and  our  (laves  to  murder  their  maf- 
ters ;.  and  is  even  now  bringiag  foreign  mercenaries  to  deluga 
our  fettlenaeats  with  blood.  Thef^  atrocious  injuries  have  ex* 
tinguiihed  every  fpark  of  affcAion  for  that  parent  country  we 
once  held  io  dear :  but  were  it  poilible  for  us  to  forget  and  for- 
give them,  it  ts  not  poffible  for  you,  I  meap  the  Bntifli  nation, 
to  forgive  the  people  you  have  fo  heavily  injured :  you  can  never 
confide  again  in  jthofe  as  fellow-fubjeds,  and  permit  them  to 
enjoy  equal  freedom,  to  whom,  you  know,  you  have  given  jull 
caufes  of  lafting  enmity ;  and  this  muft  impel  you,  if  we  are 
aj^in  under  your  government,  to  endeavour  the  breaking  our 
fpirit  by  the  fevereS  tyranny,  and  obftrufting,  by  every  meaoi 
in  yoUr  power,  our  growing  ftrength  and  profp^ty. 

*^  But  your  lordfhip  mentions,  <  the  king's  paternal  folici- 
tude  for  promoting  the  eilablifliment  of  lafting  peace  and  union 
with  the  colonies.'  If  by  peace  is  here  meant  a  peace  ta  be 
/entered  into  by  diftind  ftates,  now  at  iK-ar,  an«]  his  majefty  has 
given  your  loidftiip  power  to  treat  with  us  \  of  fuch  peace,  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  though  without  authority,  that  I  think  a 
treaty  for  that  purpofe  not  quite  impraaicable,  before  we  enter 
Into  foreign  alliances :  but  I  am  perfuaded  you  have  no  fuch 
powers.  Your  nation,  though  (by  punilhing  thofe  Americau 
governors  who  have  fomented  the  difcord,  rebuildinc;  our  burnt 
towns,  and  repairing  as  ht  as  pofiibk,  the  mifchiefs done  us)  Hie 
might  recover  a  great  (haze  of  our  regard,  and  the  greatcft 

(hare 
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1 776*    of  granting  general  or  particular  pardon  to  all  thofc, 
who,    in  the  tumult  and   difafl^r  of  the   times, 

might 

•  

fhare  of  our  growing  commercey  with  all  the  advantaees  of 
that  additional  ftrength,  to  be  deriTed  from  a  friendthip  with 
us  ;  yet  I  know  two  well  her  abonnding  pride^  and.  deficient 
wlfdoniy  to  believe  (he  will  ever  take  fuch  lalutary  meafures.  Her 
fondneTs  for  conqu'eft,  as  a  warlike  nation  1  her  luil  of  domi* 
sion,  as  an  ambitious  one  ;  and  her  thirft  for  a  gainful  mono^ 
poly,  as  a  commercial  one,  (none  of  them  legitimate  caufrs  of 
war)  will  all  join  to  hide  from  her  eyes  every  view  of  her  true 
interefty  and  will  continually  goad  heron*  in  thefe  ruinous  dti^ 
tant  expeditions,  fo  deftru^ive  both  of  lives  and  of  treafurc,  that 
they  mud  prove  as  pernicious  to  her  in  the  end,  as  the  Croiiadea 
formerly  were  to  moft  of  the  nationft  in  Europe, 

"  I  fcivc  not  vanity,  my  lord,  to  think  of  intimidalxng,  by 
thus  prcdi<fting  the  effefts  of  this  war ;  for  I  know  it  will  in 
England  have  the  fate  of  all  my  farmer  predidlienst  not  to  be 
believed,  till  the  event  (hall  verify  it. 

Long  did  I  endeavour,  with  unfeigned  and  unwearied  zeal^ 
to  prelerve  from  breaking  that  fine  and  noble  china  vafe,  the 
Britifh  empire  ;  for  I  know,  that  being  once  broken,  the  fepa- 
rate  parts  could  not  retain  even  their  (hares  of  the  flrength  and 
value  that  exifted  in  the  whole  ;  and  that  a  perfe^  rc-union  of 
thefe  parts  could  fcaroe  ever  be  hoped  for.  Your  lord/hip  may 
polfibiy  remember  the  tears  of  joy  that  wet  my  cheeks,  when  at 
your  good  Hiler's  in  London,  you  once  gave  me  expefUtioni 
that  a  reconciliation  might  foon  take  place.  I  had  the  misfor* 
tune  to  find  thefe  expectations  difappointed,  and  to  be  treated 
as  the  caufe  of  the  mifchief,  I  was  labouring  to  prevent.  My 
confolation  under  that  groundlefs  and  malevolent  treatment  was, 
that  I  retained  the  friendfhip  of  many  wife  and  good  men  in 
that  country,  and  among  the  re(l|  fome  (hare  in  the  regard  of 
Lord  Howe. 

I 

**  The  well-founded  efteem,  and  permit  me  to  fay,  affe^Uon 
which  I  (hall  always  have  for  your  lord(hip,  make  it  painful  for 
me  to  fee  you  engaged  in  conducting  a  war,  the  ffreat  ground  of 
which,  as  dcfcribed  in  your  letter,  *  is  the  necefuty  of  prevent- 
ing the  American  trade  from  paffing  into  foreign  chatmels  :'  to 
me  it  feems  that  neither  the  obtaining  or  retaining  any  trade, 
how  valuable  foever,  is  an  obje6t  for  which  men  may  julUy  fpill 
each  others  blood  }  that  the  true  and  fure  means  of  extending 
and  fecuring  commerce,  are  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs  of 
commodities  ;  and  that  the  profits  en  no  trade  can  ever  be  equal 
to  the  expence  of  compelling  it,  and  holding  it  by  fleets  and 

armies* 
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might  have  deviated  from  their  jufl:  allegiance,  and    1776. 
who  were  willing  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their  duty,  v>vv-^ 
to  reap  the  benents  of  the  royal  favour,,  and  of  de- 
claring any  colony,  province,  county,  town,  port, 
diftrift,  or  place,  to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  l\Iajefty  j   . 
in  which  cafe,  the  penal  provifions  of  that  law 
would  ceafe  in  their  favour.     It  alfo  promifed  that    ^ 
a  due  confideration  (hould  be  had  to  the  ferviccs  of  * 

all  perfons  who  contributed  to  the  rcftoration  of  the 
public  tranquility. 

Thefe  papers  being   immediately  forwarded  by  Re.pub- 
General  Walhington  to  the   Congrefs,    were  as  lifted  by 
/peedily  publiflied  by  them  in  all  the  news-papers,  *^^  ^^n- 
with  a  preface  or  comment  of  their  own,  in  the  '^  *• 
form  of  a  Refolution  ;  that  the  publication  was  in 
order  thjit  the  people  of  the  united  dates  niight  be 
informed  of  what  nature  are  the  commiffioners, 
and  what  the  terms,  with  the  expectation  of  which  . 
the    court   of  Great-Britain  had   endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that  the  few  who  ftill 
remained  fufpended  by  a  hope  founded  either  in 
th?  juftice  or  moderation  of  that  court,  might  now 
sit  length  be   convinced,   that   the  valour  alone  of 
their  country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

At 

srmies.     I  confidcr  this  war  againft  us,  therefore,  as  both  unjuft^ 

and  umuife ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  cool  and  difpaflionate   '  ' 

pofterity  will   condemn  to  infamy  thofe  who   advifed  it ;  and 

that  even  fuccefswill  not  fave  from  (bme  degree  of  diihonour 

tho£f  who  have  voluntarily  engaged  to  condud  it. 

"  I  know  your  great  motive  in  coming  hither,  was  the  hope 
of  being  inftnimental  in  a  reconciliation ;  and  believe,  that 
when  y<|u  find  that  to  be  impoflible,  on  any  terms  given  to  pro- 
pofe,  you  will  relinquifh  fo  odious  a  command,  and  return  to  a 
iiipre  bpnourable  private  ibition. 

•^  With  the  grcateft  and  nwft  fincere  refpeft,  I  h/rve  the 
honour  to  be,  my  lord,  your  lordihip'a  moil  obedient,  humbW 
fcrvant,  B-  FaANKLiN.*' 

Dii^aed 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 
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1776.        At  and  about  the  fame  time,  different  flags  were 
^^^^^^  fent  a-fhorc  by  Lord  Howe,  accompanied  by  forae 
Letter  to  of  his  officers,  with  a  letter  dyrefted  to  George 
General     Wafliington,  Efqj  which  that  General  refufed  to  rc^- 
^  rc^r  '^i^^>  ^  ^^^  being  addrcffcd  with  the  title,  and  in 
fc^      '  ^c  form,,  due  to  the  rank  which  he  held  under  the 
tJnited  States.     The  Congrefs  highly  applauded  the 
.dignity  of  this  condud  in  a  ^public  refolution  pafled 
for  the  purpofe ;  by  which  they  direfted  for  the  fu- 
ture, that  none  of  their  commanders  Ihould  receive 
any  letter  or  mcffage  from  the  enemy,  but  fuch  as 
would  be  directed  to  them  in  the  charafters  which 
they  refpedUvely  fuftained. 

i. 

Confd-  .  A^  '^^g^h,  Adjutant-General  Paterfon  was  fent  td 
rcncc  be-  ^ew-York  by  General  Howe,  with  a  letter  addreffed 
twccn  xo  George  Wafhington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  That  General 
MJ.Gcn.  received  him*  with  great  politcnefs,  and  the  ufual 
und  Gen!  ceremony  of  blindfolding,  in  pafling  through  the 
IVafmng'  fortifications,  was  difpenfcd  with  in  his  favour.  The 
ton*  Adjutant  regretted  in  the  name  of  his  principals, 

tlic  diffici^ties  which  had  arifen  with  refpeS  to  ad- 
dreffing  the  letter  j  declaring  their  high  eftecm  for 
his  pcrfouand  character,  and  that  they  did  not  mean  to 
derogate  from  the  refpcft  due  to  his  rank ;  and  that 
it  was  hoped  the  et  cetera*s  would  remove  the  im- 
pediments to  their  correfpondencc.  The  General 
replied,  that  a  letter  directed  to  any  perfon  in  *a 
public  charafter  fliould  have  fome  defcription  or 
indication  of  it,  otherwife  it  would  appear  a  mere 
private  letter ;  that  it  was  true  the  et  cetcra's  im- 
plied every  thing,  but  they  alfo  implied  any  tfalhg  ; 
and  that  he  Ihould  abfolutely  declme  any  letter  di- 
reded  to  him  as  a  private  perfon^  when  it  related  to 
his  public  ftation. 

A  long  conference  enfued  on  the  fubjeft  of  pri^ 
ibners,  and  the  complaints  which  were  made  on  botli 
fides,  particularly  by  the  Congrefs,  relative  to  the 
treatment  they  received.     The  Adjutant  having  ob-  - 

ferved 
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fcrved  that  the  commiflioners  were  armed  with  great   1 776. 
powers ;  that  they  would  derive  the  grcateft  plea*  v>vv;/ 
fure   from  efFeftJflg^  an  accommodation ;   and  that 
bimfelf  wifhed   to   have  that  vifit   confidered  as.  . 

making  the  firft  advance  towards  that  defirable  ob- 
jeft ;  he  received  for  anfwer,  among  other  things,- 
that  by  what  had  appeared,  their  powers  were  only 
to  grant  pardons ;  that  thofe  who  had  committed 
no  fault  wanted  no  pdrdon ;  and  that  they  them- 
fclves  were  only  defending  what  they  deemed  their 
indifputable  right.  The  Adjutant  was  received  by 
General  Waihmgton  in  great  military  ftate,  and  the 
utmoft  politenefs  was  obferved  on  both  fides* 

*    Some  fmall  time  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  p|^^g  ^^ 
fleet  and  army,  plots  in  favour  of  the  royal  caufc  NenvTork 
were  difcovered  in  New- York  and  Albany,  which  and  Al- 
were  productive  of  much  trouble.     Some  few  exe-  ^''^^' 
cutions  took  place,  great  numbers  were  confined, 
and  many  abandoning  their  houfcs,  under  the  ope- 
rations of  their  fears,  were  purfued  as  outlaws,  ^nd 
enemies  to  their  country.     The  eftates  of  thofc 
unfortunate  people,  againft  whom  there  were  proofe, 
were  feized.     fci  the  mean  time,  new  forms  of  Congrcfg 

fovemraent,  (under  the  ufual  title  of  Articles  of  eftablifh 
lonfederation  and  Perpetual  Union,  &c>)  were  °^     ^ 
eftabliftied  in  alt  the  colonies,  they  deeming  the  J^™^. 
former  Articles  jnfufficient  to  co-operate  with  their  mciit. 
new  fyftem  of  Independence.     Thcfe  Articles,  as 
well  as  the  Declaration  of  Independence  were  pub- 
jiflied  in  all  the  colonics,  and  eycry  where  received 
and  accompanied  with  the  greatctl  public  teftimo- 
nials  of  joy.     This  confidence  and  boldnefs  in  the 
midft  of  fo  untried  and  dangerous  a  ftruggle,  and 
at  the  eve  of  fo  formidable  an  invafion,  (hewed 
cither  great  prefumption,  a  knowledge  of  internal     . 
ftrength,  or  a  certainty  of  foreign  fupportat  a  period 
which  appeared  alarming. 

♦  The  reader  will  fee  thcfe  Articles  Infcrted  at  large  in  tha. 
Appendix. 
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1776.        The  firfl  divifion  of  Heffians,  with  the  Britifli 

V^"^^^^^   troops  by  whom  they  were  accompanied,  failed  di- 

Additi-     rcftly  from  England  to  Halifax,  as  Lord  Howe  had 

^"*f^''    done,  being  ftilL  ignorant  of  the  Gcnerars  departure 

Great       f^o^   that  place.     By  this   means  the  month  of 

Britain      Auguft  was  coiifiderably  advanced  before  their  arri- 

arriTc  at    val  at  New- York,  and  it  was  of  courfe  fome  days 

New-       longer  before  any  expedition  of  importance  could  be 

*'       undertaken  by  the  commiffioners.    In  the  n^ean 

time  they  were  joined  by  Sir  Peter  Parker   and 

General  Clinton,  with  the  fquadron  and  forces  for 

South  Carolina,  as  well  as  by  fome  regiments  from 

tlorida  and  the  Weft  Indies* 

• 

All  the  forces  being  now  .^urived,  except  about 
one  half  of  the  Heflians,  who  though  on  their  way^i 
were  not  fpeedily  expeded,  an  attempt  upon  Long- 
Ifland  was  rcfolved  upon,.as  being  more  praflicable, 
and  therefore  better  fitted  for  the  firft  cflay  than 
New- York,  as  affording  a  greater  fcope  for  the  dif- 
play  of  military  (kill  and  experience,  and  as  abounding 
with  thofe  fupplics  which  fo  great  a  body  of  men 
as  were  now  aflembled  by  fea  and  land  neceflarlly 
demanded. 

Aug.  22.      The  neceflary  mcafures  beidg  taken  by  the  fleet 

Army       ^^^  covering  the  defcent,  the  army  was  landed  with- 

landcd  at  out  oppofition  near  Utrecht  and  Gravefend,  on  the 

Long-      fouth-weft  end  of  the  ifland,  and  not  far  from  the 

Ifland.      Narrows  where  it  approaches  clofcft  to  Staten-IIlahd. 

General  Putnam  was  at  that  time  with  a  ftrong 

force  encamped  at  Brookland  or  Brooklyn,  at  a 

few  miles  dittance,  on  the  North  coaft,  where  his 

works  covered  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  Peninfula, 

having  what  is  called  the  Eaft  River,  which  fepa- 

rated  him  from  New-York  on  his  left ;    a  marih, 

which  extended  to  Gpwan's  Cove,  on  his  right ; 

with  the  bay  and  Governor's  Ifland  to  his  back. 

The  armies  were  feparated  by  a  range  of  hills  co» 

vered  with  wood,  which  interfecl  the  country  from 

eaft. 


r 
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eaft,  to  weft,  and  are*,  in  that  part  called  the  Heights    177^* 
of  Guana.     The  direft  road  to  the  enemy  lay  v^vv; 
through  a  village  called  Flat  Bufli,  where  the  hills 
commenced,  and  near  which  was  one  of  the  moft  im* 
portant  paffes.     As  the  army  advanced,  the  north 
coaft  was  to  the  left,  the  fouth  on  the  right,  and 
Flat  Bufti  was  nearly  in  the  center  between  both. 
The  Ifland  in  that  part  is  kept  narrow  by  Jamaica 
bay,  on  the  right,  but  foon  widens.     General  Put* 
nam  had  detached  a  confiderable  part  of  his  army 
to  occupy  the  woody  hills,  and  poflefs  the  paffes  ;  Pofition 
and  if  the  commanders  upon  this  fervice  had  been  of  the 
fkilful  and  vigilant,  .they  could  not  have  been  eafily  Pro^m- 

armies. 

Lord  Cornwallis  pufhed  on  immediately,  with  the  previous 
referve,  and  fome  other  troops,  to  Flat  Bufli,  where  to  the  at- 
finding  the  enemy  in  poffeffion  of  the  pafs,  he  com-  ^^^  ^^ 
plied  with  his  orders  in  making  no  attempt  upon  it.  Mand, 
When  the  whole  army  was  landed,  the  Heffians, 
tinder  General  Hcifter,  compofed  the  center  at  Flat 
Buih  I  Major  General  Grant  commanded  the  left 
wmg,  which  extended  to  the  coaft  j  and  the  prin* 
,  cipal  army,  containing  much  the  greater  part  of  the 
Britiih  forces,  under  the  command  of  General  Clin- 
ton, Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis,  turned  fhort 
to  the  right,  and  approached  tfie  oppofite  coaft  at 
Flat  Land. 

ft 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for  forcing  the  hills, 
and  advancing  towards  the  enemies  lines.  General 
Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the  van  of  the  army^  con- 
fifting  of  the  light  infantry,  grenadiers,  light  horfe, 
referve  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  other  corps 
with  fourteen  field  pieces,  began  as,  foon  as  it  was 
dark  on  the  night  of  the  26th,  to  move  from  Flat 
Land,  and  paiTmg  through  that  part  of  the  country 
called  the  New  Lots,  arrived  upon  the  road  which 
croflcs  the  hills  from  Bedford  to^  Jamaica,  where 
turning  to  the  left  towards  the  former  of  thefe  places^ 

X  X  they 
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they  fcizcd  a  pafs  of  the  utmofl  importance,  which 
through  fpme  unaccountable  and  fatal ,  neglefl  of 
the  enemy's  Generals,  was  left  unguarded.  The 
main  body  under  Lord  Percy  with  ten  field  pieces, 
followed  the  van  at  a  moderate  diftance,  and  the 
way  being  thus  happily  open,  the  whole  army  paffcd 
the  hills  without  noife  or  impediment,  and  defcend- 
cd  by  the  town  of  Bedford  into  the  level  country 
which  lay  between  them  and  Putnam's  litics« 

The  engagement  was  begun  early  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  Heflians  at  Flat  mfli,  and  by  General 
Grant  on  the  coaft,  and  a  warm  cannonade,  with  a 
brilk  fire  of  fmall  arms,  was  eagerly  fupported  on 
both  fides  for  fome  hours.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
iliips  made  feveral  motions  on  the  left,  and  attack* 
ed  a  battery  on  Red  Hook,  not  only  to  diftraft  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  who  were  engaged  with  General 
Grant,  but  to  call  off  their  attention  totally  from 
the  left  and  rear,  where  all  their  danger  lay.  Thofc 
who  oppofed  the  Heffians  m ,  the  left  were  the  firft 
apprized  of  the  march  of  the  Brftifli  army,  and  of 
their  own.  dagger.  They  accordingly  retreated  ift 
large  bddies,  and  in  tolerable  order,  with  their  ar- 
tillery, in  order  to  recover  their  camp,  but  foon 
found  themfelves  intercepted  by  the  King's  troops^ 
who  furioully  attacked,  and  drove  them  back  into 
^the  woods.  There  they  again  met  the  Heflians^ 
and  were  alternately  chafed  and  intercepted  by  the 
light  infantry  and  dragoons.  In  thefe  defperatc 
circumftances,  fome  of  the  regiments,  overpowered^ 
a^nd  outnumbered  as  they  were,  forced  their  way 
to  the  lines,  thro'  all  thc^difficulties  and  dangers  that 
oppofed  and  furrounded  them.  Others,  perhaps 
not  Icfs  brave,  periflied  in  the  attempt.  Some  kept 
the  woods  and  efcapcd;  other?,  lefs  fortunate, 
were  loll  under  the  lalne  proteftioti.  The  nature  of 
the  country,  and  variety  of  the  ground,  occafioncd 
a  continuance  and  extention  of  fraall  engagements, 
purfuits,  and  flaughters,which  lafted  for  many  hours. 

Never 
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Never  was  any  body  of  men  raorc  effeAually    1776. 
entrapped :  their  right,  which  was  engaged  with  v^vn*^ 
Gcnieral  Grant  on  the  coaft,  were  fo  late  in  their  Amcri- 
knowlcdgc  of  what  was  paf&ng,   that  they  were  cans  de- 
intercepted  in  their  retreat  by  fome  of  the  Britifli  J?^j^ 
troops,  who,  befides  turning  the  hills  on  their  left,  g^cat 
had  in  that  morning  traverfed  the  whole  extent  of  ilaugkter. 
country  in  their  resu*.     Such  of  thefe  as  di4  not 
chufe  to  take  to  the  woods,  which  were  the  greater 
number,  were  obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into  the 
marih  at  Cowan's  Cove,  which  we  have  already , 
taken  notice  of,  where  many  were  drowned,  and 
others  periihed  more  miferably  in  the  mud :  a  con- 
fiderable  number,  however,  made  their  efcapc  this 
way  to  the  lines,  though  they  were  thinned  in  every 
part  of  the  courfe  by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

Their  lofs  was  reprefented  as  exceeding  3000  An  ac- 
men,  including:  about   1 000  who  were  taken  pri-  count  of 

.  foners.     Almoft  a  whole  regiment  from  Maryland,  ^^^  *"^** 
confiding  altogether  of  young  men  of  the  beft  fa-  ^"J^undd 
milies  in  the  country,  was  cut  to  pieces.     Undoubt-  with  tkt 
edfy  their  lofs  muft  have  been  great,  though  they  captures 
do  not  acknowledge  any  fuch  number  in  tneir  ac-  °^  ^1* 
counts,  as  that  fpecified  in  the  underneath  return,  •  *™**^"' 

.  tranfmitted  to  government  by  General  Howe. 

This  aftion  however  broke  their  fpirits  exceed- 
ingly. They  not  only  loft  a  number  of  their  beft 
and  braveft  men,  but  the  furvivors  loft  that  hope 
of  fuccefs,  and  confidence  in  their  own  pfowefc, 

!  which  are  fo  efTential  to  viftory.     New  foldiers,  in 

the  fulnefs  of  fpirits  and  pride  of  bodily  flrength, 

\  can 

V  •  - 

*  Return  of  Prijcners  taken  on  Long«Ifland,  27lh  Aug.  1776. 

;  COMMISSIONED     OFFICERS. 

I  Three  Generals  Three  ColontU 

'  Major  Gen.  Sulliyan»  Penfylvania  nCt  regiment*    x 

Brig.  Gen.  Lord  Stirling,  ■■  mu&eteers,  I 

Brig.  Gcii.  Udell,  New  Jerfey  militia  1 

Four 
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1776.   can  fcarcely  conceive  any  advantage  over  them, 
'  —  '  which  the  old  can  derive  from  difcipline  and  a  know- 
ledge 


Brought  over 
Four  Lieut.  Colonels. 
Penfilvania  rifle  regiment 

I      militia 
1 7th  Continental  regiment 

Three  Majors, 
t^enfilvania  Militia 
1 7th  Continental  regiment 
22d  ditto^ 

Eighteen  Captains* 
Penfilvania  ill  reg. 

mufketecrs 


-militia 


1 7th  Continental  reg. 
Train  of  artillery 
Maryland  Provincials 

Forty-three  Lieutenants 
Provincial  rifle  reg. 
Penfilvania  muflceteers 
■    ■  militia 


I 

t 

X 

I 
I 
I 

2 

4 
5 

4 
I 

2 

II 

2 
6 


49 
6 

z 

5 
I 

I 

2 
2 

I 


f  7th  Continental  r^g. 
Delaware  battalion 
ift  Bat.  New  York  Conti. 
nth  Bat.  Continental 
New  Jerfey  Militia 
I  ft  Bat.  Maryland  indep« 
LoDg-Ifland  militia 
Train  of  artillery 
Maryland  Provincials 

Eleven  Enfigns* 
Penfilvania  muiketeers 
17th  Continental  reg. 
Maryland  Provincials 
STAFF, 
Adjutant  1 

Surgeons  3 

Volunteers  2 

Privates  1006 


4 

5 

2 


—  »o97 

49         (Signed)  JOS.  LORING. 

Rchtrn  of  BRASS  and  IRON  Ordnance^  taken  in  this  engagement. 


BRASS. 
I  Five-and-half-inch  howitzer 
'4  Six-pounders 
I  Three-pounder. 

I  R  ON. 
6  Thirty-two-pounders 

1  Twenty-four-pounder 
4  Eighteen-pounders 

2  Twelve-pounders 
2  Nine- pounders 


8  Six-pounders 
J  Three -pounders 
Total  of  Odnance  32  pieces. 
A  quantity  of  (hot,  (hellsy  am- 
munitiony  intrenching  toolsi 
fmall  armsy  anuraberof  long 
pikesy  ammunition  carts  and 
many  other  articles  not  afer« 
tained. 

(Signed)  W.  HOWE. 

Return  of  the  killedy  'VDounded^  and  mijpng  of  his  Majefty*.s  forces. 

KILLED.  WOUNDED. 

Cap.  Sir  A.  Murray,  17th  reg,      Lieut.  Morgan,  17th  reg. 
Lieut,  Col.  Grant,    40th  Capt.  Grove,  23d  ditto 


Cap.  Nelfon,  5 2d 

Cap.  Lngan,  2d  reg.  marines. 
Second  Lieut,  Lovcll,  roy  art. 

3  Seijeants     • 
5  j  Rank  and  File 


Lieut.  Crammoud,  42d  ditto 
Lieut.  Mair,  43d  ditto 

J^iexit.  Weir,  of  ditto 
Cap.  Brown,  44th  ditto 
Cap,  Kennedy  of  ditto. 

Lieut, 
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ledge  of  their  bufinefs.  And  if  they  are  well  com-  1776. 
mandcd,  and  Ikilfully  led  to  aftion  in  this  temper,  v^^w-/ 
fo  that  their  opponents  are  deprived  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  turning  thefe  advantages  to  account,  they 
will  do  wonderful  execution :  for  not  being  yet 
capable  of  thoroughly  comprehending  danger,  nor 
having  known  by  experience  the  pain  and  vexation 
of  wounds,  they  are  often  more  daring,  adventurous, 
and  violent  than  veterans.  But  if,  as  in  the  prefent 
inftarice,  they  find  courage,  and  ftrength  totally  ufe- 
lefs ;  that  when  they  are  making  the  greateft,  and, 
as  they  think,  moft  cffeftual  efforts  they  find  them 
all  thrown  away,  and  that  they  are  furrounded,  over- 
powered, and  deftroyed,  by  means  which  they  can- 
not underftand,  they  withdraw  all  due  confidence 
from  thofe  things  on  which  they  had  before  placed 
too  much,  and  afcribe  an  irreiillible  power  to  mili- 
tary fkill  and  difcipline,  which  they  do  not  really 
poffefs.  Thus  they  abandon  their  natural  ftrength, 
and  it  will  be  forae  time  before  they  have  confidence 
enough  in  their  new  knowledge  to  call  it  effieftually 
into  aftion. 

Great  errors  fecm  to  have  been  committed  on  the 
fide  of  the  provincial  commanders.  They  fey,  that 
a  body  of  not  more  than  four  or  five  thouland  men 
was  furrounded  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Britifli 
army.     They  endeavour  to  palliate  their  mifcoh- 

duft 


v.* 


Xiieut.  Brown  of  ditto, 

X.ieut.  ccj.  Moncktoiiy  45th  do  H'effian  Troops. 

I^icut.  Powell,  49th  ditto,  j^^.  J.  p^^jj         ^  ^ 

Lieut.  Addifon,  52d  ditto.  ^ap.  O*  Rcilly.  /  ^ 

Lieut.  Nugent,  ill  reg.  mar.        ^icut.  Donop.   C   I 

I.Serjeants  23  Rank  &  file.  >   I 

5  Drummed  ^  ^^^^  ^^  gj     ^y,^^^ 

231  Rank  and  File 

MISSING.  Total  lofsof  Heffians,  28. 

Xt.  Ragg,  2d  reg.  mar.  prif. 

I  Serjeant  (Signed) 

29  Rank  and  File. 
Total  lof«of  Britifli  troops  347  W.  HOWE. 
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1776.  dud  tn  getting  into  that  fituation  by  rcprefenting, 
that  they  had  no  idea  that  more  than  about  that 
number  of  Britifh  troops  were  landed  on  the  ifland. 
It  does  appear  as  if  no  more  had  landed  in  the  firft 
embarkation,  but  either  from  a  change  or  conceal- 
ment of  plan,  very  great  bodies  were  afterwards 
embarked  and  pafTed.  The  provincials  too,  as  ufual 
with  men  in  misfortunes,  hinted  treachery  in  fome 
of  thofe  who  were  employed  to  difcover  the  motions 
of  their  enemy,  and  to  guard  the  pafles,  by  the 
occupying  of  which  they  had  been  furrounded. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  fpirit  and  alacrity 
ihewn  by  all  the  different  corps  of  which  the  Britiin 
army  was  compofed  in  this  adion.  The^ardaur  of 
the  Ibldiers  was  fo  great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  Generals  could  call  them  off  from  attacking  the 
enemy's  lines,  in  the  eagernefs  of  their  purfuit  after 
the  fugitives*  Nor  is  it  improbable,  in  that  temper, 
that  they  would  have  carried  every  thing  before 
them.  It  may  be  fuppofcd  that  the  emulation  be* 
twcen  the  foreign  troops  and  the  Britifli  did  not 
leffen  the  defire  of  being  diftinguiflied  on  either  fide 
in  this  their  fir(l  adion.  Too  much  praife  cannot 
be  given  to  the  ability  which  planned  this  cnter- 
prize;  nor  to  the  promptnefs  and  exaditude  with 
which  the  feveral  Generals  carried  their  refpeftive 
panrts  of  it  into  execution. 

Three  of  the  provincial  commanders ;  viz.  Major 
Gen.  Sullivan,  with  the  Brigadiers  General  Lord 
Stirling*  and  Udell,  and  10  other  field  officers,  were 

among 


As  the  name  of  the  abovementioned  Lord  Stirling  i»  not 
in  the  lift  either  of  the  Engh'fh,  Scotch,  or  IriA  pecr8»  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to  our  readefB.  His 
father,  Mr.  Alexander,  (for  that  is  his  ical  name)  went  over  to 
America  many  years  ago,  where  he  acquired  a  confiderabU 
eftate,  and  vhcr^  the  prefent  Lord  Stirling  was,  it  is  believed^ 
born.  Upon  the  death  of  Lord  Stirling,  a  Scotch  Peer,  whofc 
name  was  Alexander,  either  the  late  or  the  prefent  Mr  Alex. 

andcr 
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among  the  prifoners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  i77^« 
Britiih  and  HeiBans  was  very  trifling,  being  under 
380  in  killed  and  wounded ;  of  which  the  latter 
did  not  compofe  one  fifth,  llic  viftorious  army 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  enemy's  works  on 
that  evening,  and  on  the  28th,  at  night,  broke 
ground  in  form  at  600  yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt 
which  covered  the  enemy's  left. 

General  Waihington  paiTed  over  from  New^York 
during  the  engagement,  and  is  faid  to  have  burft 
into  a  poignant  exclamation  of  grief  when  he  be-* 
held  the  inextricable  deftruftion  in  which  fomc  of 
his  beft  troops  were  involved.  Nothing  was  now 
left,  but  to  prcfervc  t^e  remainder  of  the  army  on 
Long4fland.  He  knew  that  the  fuperior  power  of 
the  royal  artillery  would  foon  filence  their  batteries, 
and  that  if.  their  lines  were  forced,  which,  in  the 
prefent  depreflion  of  fpirits,  and  comparative  weak- 
ne{s  in  number  as  well  as  difcipline,  there  was  little 
hope  of  prcventkig,  they  muft  all  be  killed  or  taken. 
If  he  attempted  to  ftrengthen  them  by  reinforce- 
ments from  New- York,  he  hazarded  the  lofs  of  that 
ifland,  which  was  already  menaced  on  every  fide, 
and  kept  in  continual  alarm  and  apprehenfion  by  the 
fleet.  A  danger  not  Icfs  than  any  other  was  ftill  to 
be  confidered  ;  the  men  of  war  only  waited  for  a 
fair  wind  to  enter  and  take  pofiefiion  of  the  Eaft 
river,  which  would  have  totally  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication between  the  iflands.  In  this  fituation,  no 
hope  remained  but  in  a  retreat ;  a  matter  of  no 
fmali  difficulty  and  danger,  under  the  eye   of  fo 

vigilant 

ander,  came  over  to  England,  and  laid  claim  to  the  Htle  ;  when 
the  caufc  wa^  tried  by  the  Houfc  of  Lords,  and  .the  claim  rc- 
je^ed ;  the  Lords  forbidding  him  to  aifume  the  title  on  pain 
oi  being  led  round  WcilmioRer- Hall,  labelled  as  an  impoder  : 
but  ever  fincc,  by  the  courtefy  of  his  countrymen,  iie  has  been 
diilinguilbed  by  the  title  of  Lord  Stirling.  The  fird  Lord 
Stirling  obtained  a  grant  of  Long-IHan^  ;  was  the  firfl  that 
fettled  it  with  Britiih  inhabitants  ;  and  was  at  a  great  cxpence 
in  fuppurting  them*    He  died  ki  1640. 
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,  1776,  vigilant  an  enemy,  and  with  fo  powerful  an  army 5- 
V^v>^  fluflicd  with  faccefs,  clofeto  their  works.     This  ar- 
duous talk  was,  however,   undertaken,  and  carried 
into  execution  with  great  ability  by  General  Wafli- 
Retirc      ington.     In  the   night  of  the    29th,   their  troops 
filcntly      were  withdrawn  from  the  camp  and  their  baggage, 
T*?^         (lores,  and  part  of  their  artillery,  were  conveyed  to 
camp,       ^^^  water  fide,  embarked,  and  paflcd  over  a  long 
and  quit    ferry  to  New- York,  with  fuch  wonderful  filence  and 
the  order,  that  our  army  did  not  perceive  the  lead  mo- 

ifland,  (iQji^  j^j^j  were  furprized  in  the  morning  at  finding 
the  lines  abandoned,  and  feeing  the  laft  of  the  guard 
(or,  as  they  fay,  a  party  which  had  returned  to  car- 
ry oif  fome  ftores  that  were  left  behind)  in  their 
boats,  and  out  of  danger,  lliofe  who  were  bed 
acquainted  with  the  difficulty,  embarraflment,  noife, 
and  tumult,  which  attend  even  by  day,  and  no 
enemy  at  hand,  a  movement  of  this  nature  with 
feveral  thoufand  men,  will  be  the  firft  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  this  retreat  fhould  hold  a  high  place 
among  military  tranfadions. 

Gen.  Sul-      Soon  after  the  retreat  from  Long-Ifland,  General 
h  vkB  fcnt  Sullivan  was  fent  upon  parole  with  a  meffage  from 
JSrJfh  Lord  Howe  to  the  Gongrefs.     In   this  he  ftated, 
a  mef-       ^^^^  thou'gh  he  could  not  at  prefent  treat  with  that 
fage  from  uffembly  asTuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having 
L.  Howe  a  conference  with  fome  of  their  members,  whom 
J^  ^^^       he  would  confider  for  the  prefent  only  as  a  private 
*"^^  *•  gentlemen,  and  would  hiinfelf  meet  them  at  fuch 
place  as  they  fhould  appoint.     He  faid,  that  he  had 
in  conjunction  with  the  General,  full  power  to  com- 
promife   the    difpute  between  Great   Britain   and 
America,  upon  terms  advantageous  to  both,  the  ob- 
taining of  which  had  detained  him  near  two  months, 
and  prevented  his  arrival  before  the  Declaration  of 
Independency  took  place.     That  he  wiflied  a   com- 
pact might  be  fettled  at  this  time,  when  no  dcci- 
five  blow  was  ftruck,   and  neither   party  could  fay 
they  were  compelled  to  enter  into  the  agreement. 

That . 


:'  f 
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That  if  the  Congrcfe  were  difpofed  to  treat,  many    177^. 


things  which  they  had  liot  yet  aiked,  might  and 
^ught  to  be  granted  to  them  ;  and  that  if  upon  the 
tonferencc  any  probable  ground  of  an  accommo* 
dation  appeared,  the  authority  of  Congfefe  muft  b^ 
lafterward^  acknoiviedged5  or  tlui  compact  could  Mt 
be  complete. 

The  Cortgtefs  returned  for  attftriir,  that  being 
the  rcprefentatived  of  the  Free  and  Indepef^etiC 
States  of  America,  they  could  not  'With  propriety 
fend  any  of  their  members  to  confer  with  him  in 
their  private  charaders ;  but  that  ever  defiroud  erf 
eftiWilhing  peace  on  rcafonable  tef  ttid,  they  would 
fehd  a  committee  of  their  body  to  kncfw  whether 
he  had  arty  power  ti^  treat  with  peribn^  anthofifed 
by  Congrefs  for  that  piirpofe,  in  behalf  of  America^ 
and  what  that  authority  was,  and  to  hear  fuch  propofi^ 
tions  as  hefhoukitbink  fktomakerefpe^ngtheli^^M. 


v^vN*-; 


'.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams^  and  Mr.  Rmfedge,  Fruitlefa 
being  appointed  as  a  committee  t*pbn  this  occafion^  confer- 
wailed  accordingly,  ripoti  Lord  Howe  in  Statcn^  cncebc- 
Ifland.     The  committee  fum  up  the  aceount  of  thil  hTsTord- 
conference,  which  they  laid  before  fhe  Congrtfs  irt  (hip  and  a 
the  following  words :  **  Upon  the  whole,  it  did  Commit- 
not  ippcar  to  your  corimoittee^  that  bis  L<!yrdlhip'$  ^««  ^^  ^J?« 
commiffion  contained  arty  other  authority  of  impor-  C°°8^^"* 
tatice  than  what  is  contained  in  the  Aft  of  Parlia^ 
mcnt,  vi2.  That  c^f  gramtmg  pardotis,  with  fucH 
,e^cepf  ions  as  the  CotHmiffioners  (hall  think  proper 
to  make,  and  of  declaring  America,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  be  in  the  Kling^s  peace  upon  fubmiffion.     For, 
as  to  tlie  power  of  iriqmring  into  tfee  ftatc  of  Arifie- 
rica,  which  his  Lordftiip  mentioned  to  usj  and  of 
conferring  and  confulting  with  any  perfon  the  Com* 
wiflioners  might  thinfc  proper,  and  repreffertting  the 
refuk  ^f  fmh  converfatidns  to  the  nuniftry,  (whd 
provided   the  Colonies  would  fubjetl  themfelves) 
might  after  all^  or  might  noty  at  thw  pleafurc,^ 

Y  y  make 
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1776.  make  any  alterations  in  the  former  mftruftions  to 
^"^^'^'^^  Covernors,  or  propofe  in  Parliament  any  amend- 
ment of  the  afts  complained  of,  we  apprehend  any 
expeftation  from  the  effe£t  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious  to  be  relied 
on  by  America,  had  ihe  (till  continued  in  her  (late 
of  dependence. 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of  negociatiQn  by  the 
commiffioners  ended.  They  endeavoured  to  make 
amends  for  their  failure  in  their  civil  capacity  by  the 
vigour  of  their  military  operations.  The  royal 
army  being  now  divided  from  the  ifland  of  New-^ 
York  only  by  the  Eaft  river  were*  impatient  to  pafs 
that  narrow  boundary.  They  polled  themfelves 
along  the  coaft  wherever  they  could  fee  or  front  the 
enemy,  and  ereded  batteries  to  anfwer,  if  not  to 
iilence  theirs.  A  fleet,  confiding  of  confiderably 
more  than  300  fail,  including  tranfports,  covered 
the  face  of  the  waters,  while  the  (hips  of  war, 
hovering  round  the  ifland,  threatened  deftruAion  to 
every  part,  and  were  continually  engaged  with  one 
or  the  otherof  the  batteries  by  which  it  wasfurround- 
cd.  The  fmall  iflands  between  the  oppofiteihores 
were  perpetual  objefts  of  conteft,  until,  by  dint  of 
well  ferved  artillery,  the  aid  of  the  fliips  and  the 
intrepidity  of  the  troops,  they  fccured  thofc  which 
were  more  neceflary  for  their  future  operations. 
Thus,  an  almoft  conltant  cannonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops  who  had  fo  lately  efcap- 
ed  from  the  mod  imminent  danger,  had  little  time 
to  quiet  their  apprehenfions.  * 

Dcfccnt        Every  thing  bdng  at  length  prepared  for  a  defcent, 

•n  York   feveral  movements  were  made  by  the  fliips  of  war^ 

^*"^       in  the  North  River,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention* 

of  the  enemy  to  that  fide  of  the  iflanc^.     Other 

parts  feemed  equally  threatened,  and  increafed  the 

uncertainty  of  the  real  objefts  of  the  attack.     The 

fcizurc  of  tlK  ifland  of  Montrefor,  near  Hcll-gate, 

«  ani 
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and  crcfting  a  battery  on  it  to  filcncc  one  whkh    1776. 
the  Provincial  had  at  Horcn's  Hook,  feemed  to  in-  W-<xy 
dicate  a  ddign  of  landing  in  that  part  which  was 
near  the  centre  of  New-York  Ifland. 

While   the  provincials  were  in  this  (late  of  un-  Sq>*  ijtfc 
certainty,  the  firft  divifion  of  the  army,  under  the  City  of 
command  of  General  Clinton,  with  Earl  Cornwallis,  ^<^- 
Major  General  Vaughan,  Brigadier  General  Leflie,  ^?^^ 
and  the  Heflian  Colonel  Donop,  embarked  at  the  ^*  **** 
head  of  Newtown  bay;  which  runs  pretty  deep  in- 
to Long-Ifland,  and  where  they  were  out  of  all  view 
of  the  enemy.     Being  covered  by  five  (hips  of  war 
upon  their  entrance  into  the  river,  they  proceeded 
to  Kepp's  Bay,  about  three  miles  North  of  New* 
York,  where  being  Icfs  expefted  than  in  fome  other 
places,  the  preparations  for  defence  was  not  fo 
great.     The  works,  however,  were  not  inconfider- 
able,  nor  deftitute  of  troops,  but  the  fire  from  the 
fhips  was  fo  incelTant,  and  fo  well  conducted,  that 
they  were  foon  abandoned,  and  the  arsiy  landed 
without  oppofition. 

Tlie  enemy  immediately  abandoned  the  city  of 
New-  York,  with  their  other  pofts  in  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  and  retired  towards  the  north  end,  where 
their  principal  ftrength  lay. — ^They  were  obliged  to 
leave  iheir  artillery,  which  was  confiderable,  and 
their  military  (lores,  (of  which  except  powder, 
there  were  plenty)  behind.  They  fuftained  fome 
lo(s  in  (Iain,  and  a  greater  in  prifoners,  as  well 
in  the  retreat,  as  in  the  fubfequcnt  fldrmiihes  which 
took  place  during  the  day.  The  fore  remembrance 
of  their  late  lofs  was  (Irongly  vifible  in  every  part 
of  their  condud,  and  their  own  accounts  acknow- 
ledged, that  feveral  of  their  regiments  behaved 

• 

A  brigade  of  the  Britifh  army  having  taken  pof- 

feflian  of  New-York^  the  rell  encamped   not  far 

from 
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1776.  from  the  ccfitT^  of  the  jflaod,  wkh  the  nght  ai 
W^^^r^^  Hprcn's  Hook,  00  thf  Eail  rivfr,  and  the  Idt  at  t^ 
Kcfftb  river,  sear  Bloomingdale ;  ibus  occupying 
the  extent  of  the  iiUnd  from  ihorc  to  (hore,  wbicb 
though  about  16  miles  in  length,  is  not  above  one 
i^  bmdtbf  The  enemy  was  very  ftrong  in  the 
porth  of  the  ifland,  where  they  had  great  works 
erected,  particularly  at  Ktngfbridge,  by  which  their 
irommunicatioa  with  the  continent  of  Ncw*Tork 
was  kepi  opeiif  where  the  works  were  fb  confider*- 
2ikle  on  both  Ode's  of  the  pafiage,  that  in  their  pre* 
li^Bt  ftate  of  force,  they  feemed  to  defy  aU  attempts 
^m  either.  ITieir  ncareft  encampment  was  on  the 
bf  ighto  c^  Harlem,  at  the  diftance  oi  about  a  mile 
and  half.  MH[}Qwan's  pafs,  and  the  ftrong  nounds 
failed  Morris's  heights,  lay  between  them  ana  Kingf- 
bridge,  and  were  defenfible  againfl  a  very  fi^mior 
fprce*  In  this  fnuation  of  both  armies,  frequent 
ikirimflies  ofcourfe  happened,  and  it  was  found  by 
degrees  that  their  late  apprehenfions  began  to  wear 
away. 

Sq).  20,        General  Hoye  had  not  been  many  days  in  poffef- 

jj^^,       fion  of  New-York,  when  folQc  incendiaries,  who 

Yorkfet   probably  had  ftr^ycd  behind  and  concealed  them^^ 

on  fire,     fclves  for  that  purpofe,  being  determined,  if  poffihie, 

and  to  prevent  its  being  of  any  benefit  to  the  conqueror, 

^«»oft      prepared  combuftibles  with  great  art  and  ingenuity, 

^^"^"      and  taking  the  advantage  of  dry  weather  and  a 

brifk  wind,  fet  fire  to  the  dty  about  midnight,  tn  fe« 

vcral  places  at  the  fame  time-    Thus  near  a  third 

of  this  beautiful  city  was  reduced  to  aibes,  and  no« 

thing  Icfs  than  the  courage  and  a^vity  of  the 

troops,  as  well  as  of  the  iailors  who  were  diipatdied 

from  the  fleet,  could  have  prefcrvcd  any  part  of  tho 

rematedcr.    Many  of  the  wretches  who  were,  as  if 

is  faid,  concerned  in  this  atrocious  bufmefs,  being 

dcteftcd,  experienced  a  fummary  juflice,  and  were 

precipitated  by  the  fury  of  the  foldiers  into  thofe 

flames  v/hich  tbcy  had  themfclvcs  kindled. 

The 
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The  General  perceiving  that  no  attempt  could  be    1776. 
made  on  the  enemy  upon  the  fide  of  New- York,  w^^vv^ 
vhich  would  not  be  attended  with  great  danger,  ^ 
^thout  affording  any  equal  profpeft  of  fuccefs^  dc-  p^^^ 
termjned  at  length  upon  a  plan  of  operation,  which  through 
DPonld  either  oblige  them  to  quit  their  prcfent  flrong  the  dan- 
fituation,  or  render  th«ir  pcrfeyeraiice  in  holding  k  g«rou« 
extremely  dangerous.    For  this  purpofe  the  greater  "^^^^ ^ 
part  of  the  army  being  embarked  in  flat  boats  and  HttUgate. 
other  fmall  craft  proper  for  the  fervice,   paffed  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  through  the  dangerous  navigation  of  Hell- 
gate,  which  forms  a  communication  between  the 
£a(l  river  and  the  Sound,  and  landed  at  Frog's-  oa.  i  ^h 
Nedc,  near  the  town  of  Weft  Chefter,  which  fics  ^ 
on  that  part  of  the  continent  belonging  to  New-  y^J^  *^ 
York,  upon  the  fide  of  Gonne^cut.  Neck. 

Earl  Percy,  with  two  brigades  of  BritiiK  troops, 
^nd  one  of  HeiBan,  continued  in  the  lines  near 
Harlem  to  cover  New- York.  Though  this  move* 
pient  was  highly  judicious  in  the  prefent  critical 
fiate  of  things,  it  feems  as  if  it  would  have  been  ex* 
tremcly  dangerous  if  General  Waihington  had  com* 
mapded  n  veteran  army  on  whofe  performance  he 
could  rely,  and  that  the  corps  under  Lord  Percy 
would  in  that  cafe  have  been  in  great  danger.  It  is 
however,  to  be  obferved,  that  the  powerful  fleet 
iidiich  furrounded  that  narrow  iiland,  would  have 
afforded  flielter  andproteftion  in  alnioft  any  fituation 
to  which  they  could  have  been  reduced.  This  fleet 
was  of  iuflnite  fervice  in  all  the  operations  of  the 
campaign.  In  this  t|ie  inferiority  of  the  provincials 
was  moft  felt,  being  totally  deftitute  of  any  force  of 
that  nature. 

The  army  was  detained  for  fome  days  at  Frog's 
Neck,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  provifions  and 
ftorcs,  andof  a  reinforcement  which  was  drawn  from 
Staten  Ifland.  They  then  proceeded  through  Pel-* 
ham's  Manor  to  New  Rocheile,  which  lies  on  the 

coaft 
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1776.  coafl:  of  the  Sound,  as  that  channel  is  called,  which 
fcparates  the  continent  from  Long-Ifland.  At  diis 
place  they  were  joined  to  a  greater  part  of  a  regi- 
ment of  light  horfe  from  Ireland,  one  of  the  tran£- 
ports  having  been  taken  in  the  paflage.  They  were 
^fo  joined  by  a  fecond  divifion  of  HeiHans  under 
Getieral  Knyphaufen,  with  a  regiment  of  Waldeck**. 
ers,  both  of  which  had  arrived  at  New  Ydrk  fmce 
the  departure  of  the  army  from  thence. 

The  firft  objeft  of  this  expedition  was  to  gut  off 
the  communication  between  Walhington  and  the 
Eaftern  Colonies ;  and  then,  if  this  meafure  did  not 
bring  him  to  an  engagement,  to  enclofe  him  on  aH 
fides  in  his  failnefles  on  the  North  end  of  York- 
Ifland.  The  King's  troops  were  now  mailers  of  the 
lower  road  to  Conne^icut  and  Bofton  ;  but  to  gain 
the  upper  it  was  neceffary  to  advance  to  the  high 
grounds  called  the  White  Plains ;  a  rough,  ftony, 
and  mountainous  traft ;  which,  however,  is  only 
part  of  the  afcent,  to  a  country  ftill  higher,  rougher, 
and  more  difficult.  Upon  the  departure  oli  the 
army  to  the  higher  country,  it  was  deemed  necef- 
fary to  leave  the  fecond  divifion  of  Heilians,  with 
the  Waldeck  regiment,  at  New  Rochelle,  as  well 
to  prefcrve  the  communications,  as  to  fecure  the 
fupplies  and  provifions  and  ncceflaries  that  were  to 
arrive  at  that  port.  Indeed  the  army  was  now  fo 
powerful,  that  it  was  enabled  to  fupport  every 
fcrvicc. 

General  Walhington  was  not  inattentive  to  the 
danger  of  his  fituatioa.  He  faw,  that  if  he  conti- 
nued where  he  was,  he  would  at  length  be  com- 
pelled to  commit  the  whole  fortune  of  the  war,  and 
die  fafety  of  all  the  Colonies  to  the  hazard  of  a  gc\ 
neral  engagement;  a  decifion,  of  which  he  had 
every  caufe  to  apprehend  the  event,  and  in  which 
a  defeat  would  be  final,  as  there  could  fcarcely  be  a 
poftjbility  of  retreat.     His  army  likewife>  which  had 

•  -rt  » 
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been  diflieartcncd  by  their  late  misfortunes,  was  1776. 
then  much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  which  the  feverity  v^w-^ 
of  the  fervices,  indifferent  quarters,  infufHcient 
cloathing,  the  want  of  fait  and  other  neceflaries, 
joined  to  a  flovenlinefs  generally  prevalent  in  Ame- 
rica, had  rendered  general,  and^  very  fatal  in  hi& 
camp* 

A  grand  movement  was  accordingly  made,  by 
which  the  army  w,as  formed  into  a  line  of  fmall, 
detached,  and  emrenched  camps,  which  occupied 
every  height  and  ftrong  ground  from  Valentine's 
Hill  not  far  from  Kinglbridge,  on  the  right,  to  th^ 
White  Plains,  and  the  upper  road  to  Connefticut, 
on  the. left.  In  this  pofition  they  faced  the  whole 
line  of  march  of  the  King's  troops  at  a  moderate 
diftance,  the  deep  river  Brunx  covering  their  front ; 
and  the  North  river  at  fome  di{^ance  in  their  rear,  ^ 
whilft  the  open  ground  to  the  iaft  afforded  a  fecure 
paifage  for  their  llores  and  baggage  to  the  upper 
country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for  the  proteftion  of 
Fort  Wafhington,  the  lines  of  Harlem  and  Kingf- 
bridge. 

lathis  fituation  of  the  enemy.  Gen. Howe  thought 
it  neccffary  to  proceed  with  great  circumfpeSion. 
TTie  progrefs  was  flow,  the  march  of  the  army 
dofe,  the  encampments  compa^,  and  well  guarded 
with  artillery,  and  the  moft  foldier-like  caution  ufdd 
in  every  rcfpcft.  This  did  not  rellrain  the  enemy 
from  fending  parties  over  the  Brunx  to  impede  their 
march,  which  occafioned  feveral  (kirmiihes,  in  which 
the  royal  army  were  generally  fuccefsful.  Upon  the 
approach  of  the  army  to  the  White  Plains,  the  cne- 
my  quitted  their  detached  camps  along  the  Brunx, 
gad  joining  their  left,  took  a  flrong  ground  of  en- 
campment before  the  Britifli  on  the  former.  Scp.  2». 

Every  thing  bang  prepared  for  bringing  die  Skirmifc 
enemy  to  adion,  the  army  marched  early  in  tiie  white 

mom*  Plain. 
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1776.  morning  in  two  columns  towards  the  White  Plaitis^ 
^^'^■^'''^  the  left  being  commanded  by  General  Heiller. 
Before  rioonj  all  the  enemies  advanced  parties  being 
driven  back  to  their  works  by  the  Light  Infantry 
and  Heffian  Chafllurs,  the  army  formed,  with  the 
right  upon  the  road  from  Marnioroneck,  at  about 
a  miles's  diftance  from  their  center,  and  the  left  td 
the  Brunx,  at  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  right 
flank  of  their  intrenchmcftts. 

A  body  of  the  enemy  pofTeffcd  an  advantageous 
ground,  that  was  feparated  from  the  right  ftank  by 
the  Brunx,  and  which  alfo  by  its  windings,  corcrea 
that  corps  in  front  from  the  left  of  our  army.  As 
this  poft  would  have  been  of  great  eonfcquence  in 
attacking  that  flank  of  the  entrenchments,  Briga- 
dier General  Leflie,  with  the  fecond  brigade  of  Bri- 
ti-fti  troops,  the  Heflfian  grenadiers  under  Colonel 
Donopi  and  a  battalion  of  that  corps,  werie 'ordered 
to  diflodge  the  enemy.  Previous  to  their  attack^ 
tolonel  RaHe,  who  commanded  a  brigade  of  the 
Heflians  on  the  left,  had  paflfed  the  Brtmx,  and 
gained  a  poft,  which  enabled  him  to  annoy  the 
enemies  flankj  while  they  were  engaged  with  the 
•    otfeer  forces  in  the  from.  *  • 

Though  the  pafTage  of  the  river  was  difficuft,  it 
was  performed  with  the  grcatcft  fpirit,  and  the  28th, 
and  35th  regiments,  being  the  firft  that  paffed,  form- 
ed  wiA  the  greateft  ftfcadinefs,  under  the  enemies 
fire  on  the  oppofite  fide  ;  they  then  afcended  a  fteep 
hill,  in  defiance  of  all  oppofitiofi,  and  rufhittg  oxi 
the  etiertiy,  fbon  routed,  aiid  drove  thetn  from 
theh-  works.  No  lefs  alacrity  was  ft^ewn  by  the 
other  troops  in  fupporting  thcfe  two  regiments; 
Thfe  gatnrng  of  this  important  poft  took  up  a  con* 
fiderable  time,  which  was  prolonged  by  the  enc* 
my's  ftill  fupporting  a  broken  and  fcattered  cngagc- 
.  ment  in  defence  of  the  adjoining  walls  and  hedgtcs. 
In'the  evening,  the  Hefliatrt  ^enj^licrs  were  ordered 
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forward  upon  the  heights  within  eanhon  (hot  of  the  1776, 
entrenchments,  the  2d  brigade  of  Britifh  formed  v-'^vx^ 
in  .their  rear,  and  the  two  Heffian  brigades,  on  the 
left  of  the  fecond.  The  right  and  centre  of  thfe 
army  did  not  renlove  from  the  ground  upon  which 
they  had  formed.  In  that  pofition  the  whole  army 
lay  upon  theif  arms  during  the  night,  with  a  full  in- 
tention and  in  the  higheft  expeftation,  of  attacking 
the  encmy*s  cam]^  the  next  morning. 

It  wa^  perceived  in  the  morning  that  the  enemy 
had  drawn  back  their  encampment  in  the  night,  and 
had  greatly  ttrcngtheiied  their  lines  by  additionaj 
works.  Upon  this  account  the  attack  was  deferred, 
and  it  was  thought  neceflary  to  wait  for  the, arrival 
of  the  4th  brigade,  .and  ot  two  battalions  of  the  / 

6th,  ^which  had  been  left  with  Lord  Percy  at  New- 
York.  Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops,  the  ne- 
ceffary  difpofitiotis  were  made  in  the'  evening,  foi* 
attacking  the  enemy  early  on  the  laft  of  October  j 
but  an  extreme  wet  night  and  morning  prevented 
this  defign  from  being  carried  into  execution. 

In  the  mean  time.  General  XVafliington  had  not 
ilie  ieaft  intention  of  venturing  an  engagement, 
-whilft  thete  was  a  poffibility  of  its  being  avoided* 
He  knew  that  delay  was  in  fome  fort  viftory  to  him* 
That,  fmall  aftions,  which  could  not  in  the  Ieaft 
affed  the  public  fafety,  would  more  effeftually  train 
his  men  to  ferVice,  and  inure  them  to  danger,  than 
a  general  aftipn,  which  might  in  one  day  decide 
their  own,  and  the  fate  of  America.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  campaign, 
and  more  particularly  in  this  part  of  it,  he  fully 
performed  the  part  of  no  mean  commander. 

The  American  accounts  fay,  that  upon  our  cover- 
ing four  or  five  batteries  with  a  powerful  artillery, 
preparatory  to  an  attack^  together  with  the  Gene- 
ral's knowledge  that  by  turning  his  camp,  the  Bri- 
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1775.  tifh  might  become  poflcficd  of  hills  at  his  back 
^^^^^'^  which  totally  commanded  it,  he  found  it  ncceflary 
to  change  his  pofition.  He  accordingly  quitted  his 
camp  on  the  night  of  the  ift  of  November,  and 
took  higher  groqnds  towards  the  North  Caftle  dif* 
trid,  having  firft  fet  fire  to  the  town  or  village  of 
White  Plains,  as  well  as  to  all  the  houfes  and  forges 
near  the  lines.  The  Britifii  army  on  the  next  day 
took  poiTeiTion  of  their  entrenchment. 

.  General  Howe  feeing  that  the  enemy  could  not 
be  enticed  to  an  engagement,  and  that  the  nature  pf 
the  country  did  not  admit  of  their  being  forced  to 
it,  determined  not  to  lofe  time  in  a  fruitlefs  purfuit^ 
and  to  take  this  opportunity  of  driving  them  out  of 
their  ftrong  holds  in  York  Ifland ;  an  operation 
which  their  army  could  not  now  poliibly  prevent. 
For  this  purpofe.  General  Knyphaufen  crofled  the 
country  from  New  Rochelle,  and  having  taken  pof* 
feilion  of  King's  Bridge  without  oppofition,  entered 
York  Ifland,  and  took  his  ftation  to  the  north  of 
fort  Wafliington,  to  which  the  provincials  had  re- 
tired at  his  approach. 

Fort  Waihington  lies  to  the  weft  of  New  YorJs 
Ifland,  not  far  from  King's  Bridge,  near  Jefiery*s 
Hook,  and  almoft  facing  Fort  Lee  on  the  Jerfey 
iide,  from  which  it  was  feparated  by  the  North 
River.  This  work  though  not  contemptible,  was 
not  fufEcient  to  refift  heavy  artillery  \  and  it  was 
by  no  means  of  a  fufficient  extent  Jor  any  other 
purpofe  than  the  ftrengthening  of  lines.  But  the 
fuuation  was  extremely  ftrong,  and  the  approaches 
difHcuIt. 

Agcnc-  The  army  having  returned  flowly. by  the  North 
ral  afHiult  River  encamped  on  the  heights  of  Fdrdham,  at  a 
l^rt"  niodcrate  diftancc  from  King's .  Bridge,  with  the 
Wadi.  river  on  its  right,  and  the  Bnmx  on  the  left.  £vcry 
xngton.     thing  being  prepared  for  attacking  the  Fort,,  and  the 
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commander  Colonel  Magaw,  refufing  a  fummons  to  .1776. 
furrender,  and  declaring  he  would  defend  it  to  the  ^-'^'^^ 
laft  extremity,  a  general ^ault  was  determined  up*  jj^^^  ,-^ 
on,  as  faving  the  time  that  would  be  Idft  in  regular 
approaches.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  near  3000 
men,  and  the  ftrong  grounds  round  the  Fort  were 
covered  with  lines  and  works.  Four  attacks  were 
made  at  the  lame  time.  The  firft,  on  the  North  _^  j^^ 
fide,  was  conduced  by  the  General  Knyphaufen,  at  "^ 
the  head  of  two  columns  of  HeiQans  and  WaU 
deckers.  The  fccond  on  the  Eaft,  was  led  on  by 
Brigadier  General  Mathew,  at  the  head  of  the  lit 
and  2d  battalions  of  light  infantry,  ^nd  two  batta- 
lions of  guards,  fupported  by  Lord  Comwallis  with 
the  i(t  and  2d  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the 
33d  regiment.  Thefe  forces  croffed  the  Eaft  river 
in  flat  boats,  as  the  provincial  works  there  extended 
the  breadth  of  the  Ifland,  redoubts  and  batteries 
were  ercded  on ,  the  oppofite  ihore,  as  well  to 
cover  the  landing  of  the  troops,  as  to  annoy  thofo 
works 'which  were  near  the  water.  The  third  attack, 
which  was  principally  intended  as  a  feint,  to  diftracb 
the  enemy,  was  condufted  by  Lt.  Col.  Sterling, 
with  the  42d  regiment,  who  paffed  the  Eaft  river 
lower  down,  betweefl  the  2d  and  4th  attacks.  The 
hift  attack  was  made  by  Lord  Percy  with  the  corps 
which  he  commanded  on  the  fputh  of  the  Ifland. 
All  the  attacks  were  fupported  with  a  numerous, 
powerful,  and  well  fcrvcd  artillery. 

The  Heffians  under  General  Kjiyphaufen  had  a 
thick  wood  to  pafs,  where  the  provincials  were  very 
advantageoufly  pofted,  and  a  warm  ei^agcmcnt 
was  continued  for  a  confiderable  time,  in  which 
^thc  former  were  much  cxpofcd,  and  behaved  with 
'great  firmnofs  and  bravery.  In  the  mean  time  the 
light  infantry  landed,  and  were  expofcd  both  be- 
fore and  after  to  a  very  brifk  and  continual  fire  from 
the  provincials,  who  were  thcmiclves.  covered  by  the 
rocks  and  trees  among  which  they  were  poltrd. 
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1776.  The  formef  however  with- their  ufu^l  alertnels  and 
^-^^^•^^  aftivity,  extricated  themfelves  by  clambering  up  a 
very  deep  and  rough  mountain,  when  they  foon  dif* 
perfcd  the  enemy,  and  made  way  for  the  landing  of 
the  re  ft  of  the  troops  without  oppoiition.  During  thefe 
tranfadions.  Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  advanced 
work  on  his  fide,  Col.  Sterling  was  ordered  to  at* 
tempt  a  landing,  and  two  battalions  of  the  2d  bri« 
gade  to  fupport  him.  This  fcrvice  was  efteded  by 
the  Colonel  with  great  bravery.  He  advanced  hi$ 
.  boats  through  a  very  heavy  fire,  which  they  bore 
with  the  greateft  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  fteep  height,  gained  the  fomw 
mit,  and  took  i7oprifoners,  notwithftandipgabold 
smd  good  defence  made  by  the  enemy. 

In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Ralie,  who  led  the 
iright  column  of  General  Knyphaufen*s  attack, 
having  forced  the  provincials,  after  a  confiderable 
oppofition,  from  that  ftrong  poft,  in  his  line,  pufhed 
forward  to  their  works,  and  lodged  his  column' 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the  Fort ;  and  beings 
foon  after  joined  by  the  General  with  the  left  co- 
lumn, who  had  at  length  overcome  the  impediments 
which  he  met  with  in  the  wood,  the  garrifon  fur- 
Gamfon  rendered  prifoners  of  war.  The  lofs  on  either  fide 
prifunm  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^"y  degree  proportioned  to  the  warmth,' 
of  wv.  l^^gth,  and  variety  of  the  adion.  The  quantity  of 
gun-powder  found  in  the  Fort  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  pufpofe  of  ahnoll:  the  Ihorteft  defence.  How 
fo  large  a  body  was  left  with  fo  poor  a  provifion,  is 
extremely  unaccountable.  But  the  narrative  of  all 
thefe  tranfaftions  is  hitherto  very  impcrfeft. 

Upon  this  acquifition,  a  ftrong  body  of  forces 
Fort  Lcc  ^'^der  the  command  of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  palled' 
taken  and  over  the  North  River  in  order  to  take  Fort  Lee  and 
grcarpr.rt  make  a  further  impreflion  in  the  Jcrfeyg.  The  gar- 
ofthejcr-  ^ifon  of  2000  men,  had  a  narrow  efcape,  by  aban- 
r«y^  over.  ^Qj^^^g  ^^  ^^^^  j^q_  before  his  Lordftiip's  arrival, 
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leaving  their  artillery,  ftorcs,  tents,  and  every  thing    1776. 
behind.     ITie  Britim  troops  acftertvards  overrun  the  Wn> 
greater  part  of  both  the  Jerfcys  without  oppofition, 
the  provincials  every  where  flying  befoHc  them  ;  and 
at  length  extended  their  winter  cantonments  from 
New  Bi;unfwick  to  the  Delaware.     If  they  had  any'  ^ 
.  means  of  pafling  that  river  upon  their  firfl  arrival  in  its 
neighbourhood,  there  fcems  little  doubt,  confidcr*    ^ 
ine  the  confternation  and  difmay  which  then  pre- 
vailed among  the  provincials,  that  they  might  eafily 
have  become  mauers  of  the   city  of  Philadelphia ; 
but  the  former,  very  prudently,  eithcf  deftroycd  the 
boats,  or  removed  them  out  of  the  way. 

During  thcfe  fuccefles  in  the  Jerfeys,  General  ri,o^ 
'  Clinton,  with  two  brigades  of  Britifli,  and  two  of  ifiand 
Heilian  troops,  with  a  fquadron  of  (hips  of  war  taken, 
under,  the  cpmmand  of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent 
to  make  jln  attempt  upon  Rhode  Ifland.  In  this 
enterprise  they  fucceeded  beyond  expedation.  TIjc  Dec.  8th 
provincials  having  abandoned  the  ifland  at  their 
approach,  they  took  poCcfllun  of  it  without  the  lofs 
of  a  man ;  at  the  fame  time  that  they  blocked  up 
Hopkin's  fquadron  which  was  in  the  harbour  of 
Providence,  on  the  adjoining  Continent.  The 
iquadron  and  troops  continued  here  during  the 
winter,  where  they  had  better  quarters  than  any 
other  of  the  King's  forces.  Hitherto  the  Royal 
army  had  fucceeded  in  every  objed  fince  their  land- 
ing at^Staten-lfland.  The  Provincial  army,  i)elides 
the  lofs  byfword,  by  captivity,  and  by  defertion, 
began  to  dwindle  to  very  fmall  numbers,  from  the 
nature  of  their  military  engagement.  They  were 
only  enlifted  for  a  year ;  and  the  Colonifts,  who 
were  but  little  ufed  to  any  reltraint,very  ill  brooked, 
even  fo  long  an  abfencc  from  their  families.  At 
the  iexpiration  of  the  term,  but  few  were  prevailed 
upon  to  continue  in  fcrvice.  Every  thing  feemcd 
to  prom'ife  a  decifive  event  in  favour  of  the  royal 
arms,  and  a  fubmiflion  of  fome  of  the  principal 
colonies  was  hourly  expected. 
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CHAP.     XIII. 

tUfrcJ^eiihe  view  of  American  affmrs  in  the  year  1776.  Prtf- 
paraii^n  in  Canada  for  tht  armament  on  Lake  ChamfLain* 

.  State  of  the  American  force. '  Engagement  near  tke  ifle  Vali^ 
cour,  Arnold  retires  ;  purfuit ;  overtaken  ;  burns  his  vejfels. 
Cro*wn  point  deflroyed  and  abandoned.  General  Carleton  landt 
there  njolth  the  arntf*  Motives /or  not  attacking  Ticonderoga*. 
General  Carieton  returns  *with  the  army  to  Canada.    Situatiom 

4  of  affairs  to  the  fouth*ward.  General  Lee  taken.  Perfeve^ 
ranee  of  the  Congrefs.  Meafures  for  renenuiug  their  armies^ 
Lar.ds  allotted  for  ferving  during  {he  *war,  money  borrowed* 
'  Addrefs  to  the  people.  Petitions  from  the  inhabitants  ofNev^ 
Tork^  andfrcm  thefe  of^icen's  county  in  Long  Ifland^  to  th^ 
Commifioners.  Critical flate  of  Philadelphia.  Congrefs  retire 
to  Baltimore.  Divijions  in  Penfylvania.  Defertions.  Sur^ 
prize  at  Trenton.  Lord  Ccrnnoallis  returns  to  the  jferfeysi 
Prevented  from  attacking  the  enemy  at  Trenton  by  impediment e 
tffituation.  General  Wttfljington  quits  his  camp^  and  attacks 
Colonel  Manjohoodf  near  Princetonvn.  Lord  CornivaUii  frtums 
fro.'ff  the  Dela^v.-jre  to  Brunf*wick.  Americans  over-run  the 
jf^rfeys.  Britijh  a  fid  Auxiliary  forces  keep  pojejjion  of  Brunf 
tvick  and  Amhy,  during  the  remainder  of  the  nuinter.  Indian 
mjjr.  Articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union  bettoeem 
the  thirteen  revolted  Colonies. 

THE  efforts  to  remove  thofe  obftacles  that  had 
reftraincd  the  progrcfs  of  the  Britifli  arms  on 
the  fide  of  Canada,  in  this  fummer  (1776,)  were 
equal  to  the  importance  of  the  objeds  in  view,  and 
the  greatnefs  of  the  difficulties  -which  were  to  be^ 
furmounted.  The  weight  and  execution  of  the 
naval  equipment,  fell  dt  courfe  upon  the  officers 
and  men  of  that  department,  whofe  ability,  eeal,  and 
perfevcrance  in  the  performance,  can  never  be  too 
much  applauded.  The  talk  was  indeed  arduous. 
A  fleet  of  above  thirty  fighting  veffels,  of  different 
kinds  and  fizcs,  all  furniihed  with  cannon,  was  to 
be  little  Icfs  than  created  ;  for  though  a  few  of  the 
largeft  were  rcconftructiom,  the  advantage  derived 
from  thence  depended  more  upon  the  ufe  of  mate- 
rials, which  the  country  did  not  aiford,  than  upon 
any  iaving  as  to  time,  or  lelfening  of  labour.  When 
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to  this  is  added,  the  transiting  over  land,  and  1776, 
afterwards  dragging  up  the  rapids  of  St,  Therefe 
and  St.  John's,  thirty  long  boats,  a  number  of  flat 
boat3  o£  confiderable  burthen,  a  gondola,  weighing 
30  tons,  with  above  400  battocs,  the  whole  prefent- 
cd  a  complexity  of  labour  and  difficulty,  which 
feemed  fufficient  to  appal  even  the  fpirit  of  Britifli 
iieamen.  However  it  muft  be  allowed  that  the  la- 
bour did  not  fall  folely  on  them.  The  (bldiers  had 
their  part ;  and  what  is  to  be  lamented,  the  peafants 
and  farmers  of  Canada  were  taken  from  their 
ploughs,  and  compelled  by  power  to  bear  a  ihare  ia 
toils,  from  whence  they  could  derive  no  honour  or 
advantage. 

Though  thyc  equipment  was  comjdetcd  in  about 
three  months,  the  nature  of  the  fcrvice,  as  well  as 
the  eagemefs  of  the  commanders  and  army,  re- 
quired,  if  it  had  been  pofiible,  a  flill  greater  dif** 
patch.  The  winter  was  fall  approaching,  two  in- 
land feas  to  be  pafled,  the  unknown  force  of  the 
enemy  on  each  to  be  fubdued,  and  the  itrong  poA$ 
of  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderoga  defended  and  fup- 
ported  by  an  army,  to  be  encountered  fword  in 
hand«  To  add  to  thefc  impediments,  the  commu- 
xiication  between  the  Lakes  Champlain  and  George, 
did  fiot  admit  the  paflage  of  thofe  vcflels  of  force^ 
jwhich,  after  being  fucccfsful  on  the  one,  might  be 
equally  wanted  on  the  other.  And  if  all  thofe  diffi- 
eultics  were  furmounted,  and  Lake  George  pafled, 
there  ftiU  remained  a  long  and  dangerous  march 
through  intricate  forefts,  extenfive  morafies,  and 
an  uncleared  country,  ftill  in  a  fhte  of  nature,  be- 
fore they  could  reach  Albany,  which  was  the  firft 
poft  to  the  fouthward  that  could  atford  them  reit 
and  accommodation. 

* 

The  fpirit  of  the  comipandcrs  rofc  in  proportion 
to  the  difliculties  which  were  to  be  encountered. 
The  objccU  in  view  wcxe  great,  the  glory  10  be  ac- 
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1776.  quired  tempting,  and  the  defire  of  the  attainment 
^>^^>r>>j  feemed  to  leiTen  or  remove  obilacles,  which  to  a 
cold  or  lukewarm  fpeculation  would  have  appeared 
infuperable.  If  the  Lakes  could  be  recovered,  ^nd 
Albany  pofleffed,  before  the  feverity  of  ^he  winter 
fet  in,  the  northern  army  would  hold  a  principal 
Ihare  in  the  honour  of  brmging  the  war  to  a  fpccdy 
conclufion.  It  was  conceived  that  they  could  then 
pour  deftruftion  at  will,  into  the  heart  cither  of  the 
middle  or  the  northern  colonies,  each  of  which 
would  be  expofed  to  them  in  its  moft  tender  and 
defencelefs  part.  Whilft  the  pofleilion  of  Hudfon's 
river  would  ellablifti  and  fecure  their  conm[iunica« 
tion  with  General  Howe,  it  would  equally  fever  and 
difconned  the  fouthem  and  northern  provinces, 
leaving  thereby  the  latter  to  fink  under  the  joint 
weight  of  both  armies,  or  to  accept  of  fuch  termg 
as  they  could  .obtain,  without  the  participation  of 
the  others.  Nor  could  General  Waibington  at-* 
tempt  to  hold  any  poft  in  New  York  or  the  Jcrfcys, 
with  fuch  a  fuperiority  of  force  as  already  oppreifed 
him  in  front,  and  General  Carleton's  army  at  hi9 
back.  The  fucceifes^of  their  fellows  on  the  fide  of 
New  York,  increafed  the  impatience,  and  excited 
the  jealoufy  of  his  army,  every  one  apprehending 
that  the  war  would  be  brought  to  an  cad,  before 
he  could  have  an  opportunity  of  ihariiig  in  the 
honour  of  that  happy  event. 

While  all  this  ardour,  and  the  moft  mn*emitting 

induftry,  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  October,  that 

the  fleet  was  in  a  condition  to  feek  tlie  enemy  on 

Lake  Champlain.    The  force  was  very  conliderable 

State  of    ^'^  refpeft  to  the  place  and  fervicc,  extraordinary 

the  Bri-    in  regard  to  the  little  time  fpent  m  its  formation, 

tifh  force  and  fuch  as,  a  very  few  ages  ago,  would  havc^been 

on  Lake   deemed  formidable  even  upon  the  European  feas. 

hinT^'    The  (hip  Inflexible,  which  may  be  <x)nfidcred  as 

*'     Admiral,  had  been  re-conftrufted  at  St.  John's,  from 

*^'  whence  ihe  failed  in  28  days  after  laying  her  keel, 

-  "^  '  and 
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and  mounted  18  twelve  pounders.  One  fchooner  1776. 
mounted  14,  and  another  la,  fix  pounders.  A  flat  Vm.^>">^ 
bottomed  radeau  carried  fix  24,  and  fix  1 2  pound- 
ers, bcfides  howitzers  ;  and  a  gondola,  7  nine 
pounders.  Twenty  finaller  veffek,  under  the  de- 
nomination  of  gun -boats,  carried  brafs  field  pieces 
frora  9  to  24  pounders,  or  were  armed  with  howit- 
zers. Some  long  boats  were  furnifhcd  in  the  fame 
manner.  About  an  equal  number  of  large  boats 
aded  as  tenders.  Thofe  we  have  taken  notice  of, 
were  all  intended  for,  or  appertaining  to  battle  j 
we  omit  the  vaft  number  deftined  for  the  tranfpor- 
tation  of  the  army,  with  its  ftorcs,  artillery,  baggage 
and  provifions. 

The  armament  was  conduced  by  Captain  Prin* 
gle,  and  the  fleet  navigated  by  above  700  prime  fea- 
men,  of  whom  aoo  were  volunteers  from  the  tranf- 
ports,  who  after  having  rivaled  thofc  belonging  to 
the  fbips  of  war  in  all  the  toil  of  preparation,  now 
boldly  and  freely  partook  with  them  in  the  danger 
of  the  expedition.  The  guns  were  ferved  by  de- 
tachments of  men  and  officers  belonging  to  the 
corps  of  artillery.  In  a  word,  no  equipment  of  the 
fort  was  ever  better  appointed,  or  more  amply  fur- 
niihed  with  every  kind  of  provifion  neceffary  for 
tHe  intended  fcrvice. 

The  enemy's  force-  was  in  no  degree  equal,  either 
with  refpcfl:  to  the  goodnefs  of  the  veflels,  the  num- 
ber of  guns,  furniture  of  war,  or  weight  of  metal. 
Senfible,  though  they  were,  of  the  neceffity  of  pre- 
ferving  the  dominion  of  the  Lakes,  and  aided  in 
that  dcfign  by  the  original  force  in  their  hands,  with 
a  great  advantage  in  point  of  time  for  its  increafe, 
their  intentions  iii  that  refpeft  were  counterafted  by 
many  eflential,  and  fome  irremediable  deficiences. 
They  wanted  timber,  artillery,  ftiip-builders,  and  all 
the  materials  neceflary  for  fuch  an  equipment.  Car- 
pcnters>  and  all  others  concerned  in  the  bufmefs  of 

A  a  a  iliip- 
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1776..  fhipping,  were  fully  engaged  at  the  fes^  ports  in  the 
^^--^^^^  conllruftion  and  fitting  out  of  privateers,  whilft  the 
the  remotenefs,  and  difficulty  of  communication, 
rendered  the  fupply  of  bulky  materials  extremely 
tedious.  When  we  confider  the  difficulties  on  their 
part,  we  think  it  not  juft  to  deny  the  Americans  the 
praifc,  of  having  combated,  and  in  part  overcome 
them,  with  an  affiduity,  perfeverance,  and  fpirit, 
which  did  not  in  the  leiail  fall  fiiort  of  what  had  been 
State  of  employed  againft  them.  For  their  fleet  amounted 
?JL^*^'  to  1 5  veflcls  of  different  kinds,  confiding  of  two 
fchooners,  one  floop,  one  cutter,  three  gallies,  aa4 
eight  gondolas.  The  principal  fchooner  mounted 
1 2  fix  and  four  pounders.  They  were  commanded 
by  Bencdifl:  Arnold,  who  was  now  to  fupport  upon 
a  new  element,  that  renown  which  he  had  acquired 
on  land  in  the  Canada  expedition. 


ncan 
force. 


EDgagc- 
meat 
near  the 
iHe  Vali. 
tour. 


General  Carleton  was  too  full  of  zeal,  and  to<> 
anxious  for  the  event,  not  to  head  the  Britifli  arma* 
mcnt,  and  having  proceeded  up  the  Lake,  difcover- 
ed  the  enemy's  fleet  drawn  up  with  great  judgement, 
being  very  advantageoufly  pofled,  and  forming  a 
ftroBg^line^  tp.defend  the  pafTage  between  the  ifland 
of  VMicout  and  the  weftcrn  main.  Indeed  they 
had  at  the  beginning  placed  themfelves  with  fo 
much  flcill  behin4  the  ifland,  that  an  accident  only 
difcovered  their  pofition.  The  King's  fquadron, 
without  this  feafonablc  difcovery,  would  have  left 
them  behind  ;  an  event,  which  if  it  had  happened, 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  moft  ferious 
confequcnccs.  It  is  laid,  that  the  unexpeftcd  fight 
of  a  three  mafted  fhip  of  fuch  force,  upon  the  Lake, 
threw  the  enemy  into  the  utmoft,  and  moft  vifiblc 
(;onflemation.  It  does  not  feem*  however,  prob- 
able, that  a  matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety  in  Cana- 
da fliouid  have  been  fo  long  with-liield  from  thcm-^ 

A  warm  aftion  enfucd,  and  was  vigouroufly  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides  for  fome  hours ;  but  the  wind 

bcin^ 
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being  unfavourable,  fo  that  the  (hip  Inflexible,  and  1776. 
fome  other  veflcls  of  force  could  not  be  worked  up  Vnr>^ 
to  the  enemy,  the  weight  of  the  adlion  fell  upon  the 
fchooner  Carlcton  and  the  gun-boats,  which  they 
fuftained  with  the  greateft  firmnefs,  fuch  extraor* 
dinary  efforts  of  refolution  being  difplayed  both  by 
men  and  officers,  as  merited  and  received  the  high- 
eft  applaufe  from  their  commanders.  It  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  when  fo  much  praife  was  due  and 
given  to  the  condud  and  valour  of  a  fuperior  force 
on  our  fide,  the  enemy  muft  not  have  afted  their 
part  amifs. 

The  detachment  belonging  to  the  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, were  highly  diftinguifhed,  and  did  moft 
eflentiai  fervice  in  the  gun-boats.  But  the  fame 
impedinvents  ftill  continuing,  which  prevented  their 
being  (econded  by  the  other  veffels.  Captain  Prin- 
gle,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Qeneral,  thought 
it  ncceflary  for  the  prefect,  to  withdraw  thofe  that 
wcr«  engaged  from  the  aftion.  At  the  approach  of 
night,  he  brought  the  whole  fleet  to  anchor  in  a 
line,  and  as  near  as  poflibib  to  the  enemy,  in  order 
to  prevent  their  retreat. 

In  this  engagement  the  beft  fchooner  belonging 
to   the  enemy  was  burnt,  and  a  gondola  carrying 
three  or  four  guns  funk,   from  whence  we   may 
form  fome  reafonablc  conjefture  of  the  execution 
dbne  upon  their  other  veflels.     Being  now  fully  Arnold 
fenfible  of  their  inferiority,  they  took  the  opportu-  retires ; 
Bity  which  the  darknefs   of  the  night   aflforded,  of  purfwit  j 
endeavouring  to  efcape  from  their  prefcnt  imminent  ®^^^*^<^» 
danger,  hoping  to  obtain  fhelter  and  protection  at 
Crown  Point.     Arnold  concerted  and  executed  this  ^       j 

<lcfign  with  ability,  and   fortune  feemed  at  firfl  fo 
favourable  to  his  purpofe,  that  they  were  out  cf 
fight  by  the  next   morning.      The  chace  being, 
however,  continued  without  intenniflion   both  on  . 
that,  and  the  fucceeding  day,  the  wind,  and  other 
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1776.    circumftances  peculiar  to  the  navigation  of  the  Lake, 

v-'^vN-r  which  had  been  at  firft  in  favour  of  the  Americana, 

became   at  length   otherwife,    fo  •  that  they  were 

overtaken  and  brought  to  a£lion  a  few  leagues  (hort 

of  Crown  Point,  about  noon  on  the  13th. 

A  very  warm  engagement  enfued,  and  continued 
about  two  hours,  during  which  thofe  vefleU  that 
were  moft  a-head,  pufhed  on  with  the  utmoft  fpeed, 
and  pafTing  Crown  Point,  efcaped  to  Ticonderoga  ; 
but  two  gallies  and  five  gondolas  which  remained 
with  Arnold  made  a  defperate  refiftance.  During^ 
this  adion,  the  Wafliin^^ton  galley,  with  Water- 
burg,  a  Brigadier  General,  and  the  fecond  in  com- 
mand,  on  board,  ilruck,  and  was  taken.  Arnold, 
at  length,  finding  it  was  impofiible  to  withftand  the 
fupcriority  of  force,  (kill,  and  weight  of  metal, 
with  which  he  was  overborne,  and  finding  himfelf 
'  bur  ill  feconded  by  the  Captains  of  fome  of  hit 
vellels,  determined  that  his  people  (hould  no(  be- 
come  prifoners,  nor  the  veffels  a  prey  to  the  enemy. 
Burns  his  He  executed  this  deiign  with  equal  refolution  and 
▼cflfels  dexterity,  and  ran  theCpngrefs  galley,  in  which 
himfelf  was,  with  the  five  gondolas  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  to  land  his  men  fafely  and  blow  up  the  vef* 
fels,  in  fpite  of  every  effort  that  was  ufed  to  prevent 
both. 

Lofs  and  defeat  were  fo  far  from  producing  their 
ufual  effed  with  refped  to  Arnold,  that  his  condiifft 
in  this  command  raifed  his  character  ftill  higher  than 
it  was  before  with  his  countrymen.  They  liaiid  that 
he  had  not  only  afted  the  part  of  a  brave  foldier, 
but  that  he  alfo  amply  filled  that  of  an  able  na- 
.  val  commander.  That  the  moft  experienced  fea- 
men  could  not  have  found  a  greater  variety  of  re. 
fourccs,  by  the  dexterity  of  manoeuvre,  evolu- 
tion, and  the  moft  advantageous  choice  of  fituation, 
to  compenfate  for  the  want  of  force,  than  he  did ;  tha£ 
when  his  ve0cls  were  torn  almoft  to  pieces,  he  re- 
treated 
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treated  with  the  feme  rcfolution  that  he  fought,  and  1776. 
by  the  happieft  and  moft  critical  judgement,  pre-  Vv>^ 
vented  his  people  and  theni  from  felling  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  But  they  chiefly  gloried  in 
the  dangerous  attention  he  paid  to  a  nice  point  of 
honour,  in  keeping  his  flag  flying,  and  not  quitting 
his  galley  till  (he  was  in  flames,  lelt  the  enemy  ihould 
have  boarded  and  ftruck  it. 

Thus  was  Lake  Champhun  recovered,  and  the  Crown 
enemy's  force  nearly  deftroyed,  a  galley,  and  three  ^^^^  * 
fmall  veflfels  being  all  that  efcaped  to  Ticonderoga.  e^^and' 
The  enemy,  upon  the  rout  of  their  fleet,  having  fet  deftroyed 
fire  to  the  hoiifes,  and  deftroyed  every  thing  which 
they  could  not  carry  oflF,  at  Crown  Point,  evacuated 
that  place,  and  jetired  to  their  main  body  at  Ticon-  G.  Carlc- 
dcroga.     Gen.  Carleton  took  pofleflion  of  the  ruins,  ^J*"  ^^^^ 
where  he  was  foon  joined  by  the  army.     As  he  con-  ^-^j^^^ 
tinned  there  till  towards  the  end  of  the  month,  and,  army, 
befides  feveral  reconnoitring  parties,  puihed  on  at 
one  time  ftrong  detachments  on  both  fpdes  of  the 
Lake,  who  approached  within  a  fmall  diilance  of 
Ticonderoga,  at  the  fame  time  that  veflels  appeared 
wi]:hin  cannon  fliot  of  the  works,  to  examine  the 
nature  of  the  channel,  and  found  it^  depth,  little 
4oubt  can  be  entertained  that  he  had  it  in  contem- 
plation to  attempt  that  place.     The  ftrength  of  the 
works,  the  diflicuky  of  approach,  the  countenance 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  ignorance  of  their  number, 
with  other  cogent  reafons,  prevented  this  defiga 
from  taking  place. 

It  was  evident  that  this  poft  could  not  be  forced  Motives 
in  its  prefent  ftate,  without  a  very  confiderable  lofs  [^[^"^ 
of  blood,  whilft  the   benefit  arifmg  from  fuccefs  {^^  tu 
would  be  comparatively  nothing.     The  feafon  was  condeto- 
now  too  far  advanced  to  think  of  pafling  Lake  ga. 
George,  and  of  cxpofing  the  army  to  the  perils  of  a 
■winter  campaign,  in  the  inhofpitablc,  and  impradi- 
cable   wilds  to  the  fouth^/v^ard.    As  Ticonderopra 

could 
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.  1776-    could  not  be  kq>t  during  the  winter,  the  moft  that 
V/VN^  could  be  cxpedted  from  fuccefs,  would  be  the  reduc- 
tion of  works,  more  ipdebted  to  nature  than  art  for 
jtheir  ftrength,  and  perhaps  the  taking  of  fome  can- 
non ;  whihl  the  former  would  be  reftored,  and  the 
latter  replaced  by  the  enemy,  beforethe  army  could 
interrupt  their  proceedings  in  the  enfuing  fummer. 
But  if  the  defence  IhouW  be  obftinate,  almough  the 
army  were  in  the  end  fuccefsful,  it  would  probably 
thereby  be  fo  much  weakened,  that  all  profpeft  of 
advantage  in  the  future  campaign  would)  in  a  great 
meafure,  be  annihilated.     The  difficulty,  perhaps 
impoffibility,  of  keeping  open  the  communication 
G.  Carle-  ^^^^  Canada,  and  fubfilling  the  army  during  the 
ton  re     winter  was  obvious.     General  Carleton  therefore 
turns        reimbarked  the  army  without  making  any  attempt^ 
with  the   and  returning:  to  Canada,  cantoned  them  for  the 
^'   *   winter  in  the  beft  manner  the  country  afforded. 

Situation  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  fliould  now  turn  our  attention  to 
of  affairs  ^^  important  tranfaftions  in  tlie  South.  We  faw 
to  the  towards  the  conclulion  of  the  laft  campaign,  that 
fouth-  Lord  Cornwaliis  had  not  only  overrun  the  Jerfeys, 
^^^  but  that  the  Delaware  was  the  only  apparent  ob- 
ftacle,  which  fccmed  capable  of  retarding  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  army,  in  the  reduftion  of  Philadelphia 
and  the  adjoining  provinces.  The  American  army 
was  indeed  no  more.  It  is  faid  that  the  greateft 
number  which  remained  embodied  did  not  exceed 
2500  or  3000  men.  This  was  all  that  remained  of 
an  army,  which  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
amounted,  as  it  is  faid,  to  at  lesift  twenty-five  thou- 
fand.  There  are  fome  who  reprefent  it  as  having 
been  at  that  time  much  ftronger.  The  term  of 
thtrir  engagement  being  expired,  which,  along  with 
the  obligation  of  duty,  difcharged  all  apprehcnfion 
of  difgrace,  there  was  no  keeping  together,  at  the 
heel  of  a  ruinous  campaign,  troops  broken  and  dit 
piritcd,  equally  unaccuftonied  to  fubordination,  and 
to  a  long  abfcnce  from  their  countries  and  families. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  fmall  bodies,  who  from  perfonal  attachment,  1776. 
local  circumftances,  or  a  fupenor  perfeverance  and  v-O'^^ 
bravery,  ftill  continued  with  the  Generals  Waftiing- 
ton  and  Lee,  were  too  inconfiderable  in  force,  to 
.demand  much  attention  on  the  one  fide,  or  to  in- 
fpire  confidence  on  the  other :  whilft  the  fupport  to 
be  derived  from  new  levies,  not  yet  formed,  was 
too  remote  and  precarious,  to  afford  much  prefent 
confolation  to  the  Americans. 

■  Gen.  Lc6 

In  this  critical  fituation  of  their  affairs,  the  capture  taken. 
of  Gen.  Lee  feemed  to  render  them  ftill  more  hope- 
lefs.  That  officer,  at  the  head  of  all  the  tnen  which 
he  could  colled  or  keep  together,  being  on  his 
march  to  join  General  Wafhington,  who  had  affem- 
bled  the  Penfylvania  militia  to  fecure  the  banks  of 
the  Delaware,  was,  from  the  diflance  of  the  Britifh 
cantonments,  betrayed  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  by 
which,  in  crofling  the  upper  part  of  New  Jerfey 
from  the  North  river,  he  fixed  his  quarters,  and 
lay  carelefely  guarded,  at  fome  diftance  from  tl^ 
main  body.  The  operation  of  zeal,  or  defire  of 
reward  in  an  inhabitant,  having  communicated  this 
fituation  to  QoL  Harcourt,  who  commanded  the 
light  horfe,  and  had  then  made  a  defultory  cxcur- 
fion  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  detachment  to  obferve 
the  motions  of  that  body,  he  conduded  his  meafures 
with  fuch  addrefs  and  adivity,  and  they  were  fo 
well  feconded  by  the  boldnefs  and  rapidity  of  mo- 
tion which  diftinguifh  that  corps,  that  the  guard 
was  evaded,  the  centries  feized  without  noife,  the 
quarters  forced,  and  Lee  carried  off,  though  all  that 
part  of  the  country  was  in  his  favour,  and  that  feve- 
ral  guarded  pofts,  and  armed  patroles,  lay  in  the  way. 

.  The  making  of  a  fingle  officer  prifoner,  in  other 
circumflances  would  have  been  a  matter  of  little 
moment ;  but  in  the  prefent  flate  of  the  raw  Ame- 
rican forces,  where  a  general  deficiency  of  military 
fliill  prevailed,  and  the  inexperience  of  the  officers 

was 
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1776;  w^  even  a  greater  gyeTance  than  the  bck  of  diici- 
pline  in  the  ioldiers,  the  lofs  of  a  commander,  whofe 
fpirit  of  cnterprize  was  direded  by  great  knowledge 
in  his  profeflion  acquired  by  adual  fervice,  was  of 
the  utmoft  importance,  and  the  more  diftreffing^ 
as  there  was  Iktie  room  to  hope  it  could  be  foon 
lupplied* 

The  rejoicing  in  Great  Britain  on  this  occaiioti 
was  equal  at  lead  to  the  dejection  of  the  Americans- 
It  was  conjedured,  that  fome  perfonal  animofittes 
between  tnis  General  and  feveral  officers  in  the 
army,  as  well  as  perfons  of  power  at  court,  contri- 
buted not  a  little  to  the  triumph  and  exultation  of 
that  time. 

The  capture  of  Gen.  Lee  was  alfo  attended  with 
a  circumftance,  which  has  fince  )>een  pvodu&ive 
of  much  inconvenience  to  both  fides^  and  of 
much  calamity  to  individuals.  A  cartel,  or.f<mie« 
thing  of  that  nature,  had  fome  time  before  been 
eftabliOicd  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners  between  the 
Generals  Howe  and  Wafliington,  which  had  hitherto 
been  carried  into  execution,  fo  iar  as  time  and  other 
circumflances  would  admit.  As  Lee  was  particu* 
larly  obnoxious  to  government,  it  was  faid,  and  is 
fuppofed,  that  Gen.  Howe  was  tied  down  by  his 
inftru&ions  from  parting  with  him  upon  anv  terms, 
if  the  fortune  of  war  mould  throw  him  mto  his 
power.  Gen.  Wafliington  not  having  at  this  time 
any.  prifoner  of  equal  rank  with  Lee,  propofed  to 
exchange  fix  field  officers  for  him,  the  number 
being  intended  to  balance  that  difparity  ;  or  if  this 
was  not  accepted,  he  required  ^that  he  fhoiiid  be 
treated  and  confidered  fuitably  to  his  ftation,  accoi'd- 
ing  to  the  practice  eftablifhed  among  poliihed  na- 
tions, and  the  precedent  already  fet  by  the  Ameri- 
cans in  regard  to  the  Britifh  officers  in  their  hap^s, 
until  an  opportunity  offered  for  a  dired  and  equal 

exchange. 

To 
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To  this  it  was  anfwcrcd,  that  as  Mr,  Lcc  was  a  1776. 
dcfcrter  from  his  Majcfty's  fcrvice,  he  was  not  to  v^tn^ 
be  confidered  as  a  prifoncr  of  war,  that  he  did  not 
at  all  come  within  the  conditions  of  the  cartel,  nor 
could  he  receive  any  of  its  benefits.  This  brought 
on  a  fruitlefs  difcuflien,'  whether  Gen.  JLee,  who 
had  refigned  his  half  pay  at  the  beginning  of  the 
troubles,  could  be  confidered  as  a  dcferter,  or  whe- 
ther he  could  with  juftice  be  excluded  from  the  ge- 
neral  benefits  of  a  cartel,  in  which  no  particular 
exception  of  perfons  had  been  made  ;  the  affirma- 
tive in  both  thefe  pofitions  being  treated  by  Walh- 
ingtbn  with  the  utmoil  indignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Lee  was  confined  in  the  clofcft 
manner,  being  watched  and  guarded  with  all  that 
ftrictnefs  and  jealoufy,  which  a  (late  criminal  of  the 
jfirft  magnitude  could  have  experienced  in  the  moft 
dangerous  political  conjunfture.  This  conduft  not 
only  fufpended  the  operation  of  the  cartel,  but  in- 
duced retaliation  on  the  other  fide,  and  Colonel 
Campbell,  who  had  hitherto  enjoyed  every  degree 
of  liberty  confident  with  his  condition,  and  had 
been  treateji  with  great  humanity  by  the  people  of 
Bofton,  was  now  thrown  into  a  dungeon,  and  treat- 
ed  with  a  rigour  equal  to  the  indulgence  he  had 
before  experienced.  Thofe  officers  who  were  pri- 
foners,  in  the  fouthern  colonies,  though  not  treated 
with  equal  rigour,  were,  however,  abridged  of 
their  parole  liberty,  and  deprived  of  other  comforts 
and  fatisfadions,  which  had  hitherto  rendered  their 
condition  uncommonly  eafy.  It  was  at  the  fame 
time  declared,  that  their  future  treatment  (hould  in 
every  degree  be  regulated  by  that  which  Gen.  Lee 
experienced,  and  that  their  perfons  fhould  be  an-  . 
fwerable,  in  the  utmoft  extent,  for  any  violence 
that  was  offered  to  him. 

This  was  not  the  only  inftance  in  which  the  Con-  ^^^ 
grefs  manifefted  a  firm  and  undaunted^rcfolution.  the  Con* 
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1776.  In  the  midft  of  the  dangers  with  which  they  were 
^-^"■^'^v^  environed,  far  from  giving  way  to  any  thing  like. 
unconditional  fubmiilion,  they  made  no  overtures 
towards  any  kind  of  accommodation.  On  the 
other  fide  none  were  made  to  them.  They  pre- 
pared to  renew  the  war,  and  to  repair  their  ihattered 
forces  with  all  diligence.  They  were  now  convin- 
ced of  the  ineifltacy  of  temporary  -armies,  engaged 
only  for  a  fhort  time,  and  calculated  merely  to  re- 
pel a  fudd^n  invafion,  when  oppofed  to  the  con- 
(lant  war  of  a  powerful  enemy,  and  the*  inceflant 
efforts  of  regular  forces.  It  could  never  be  hoped, 
with  new  men  thus  changed  every  year,  to  make  any 
effedual  ftand  againft  veteran  troops,  and  their  pre- 
fcnt  critical  fituation  afforded  too  alarming  an  expe- 
rience, of  the  fatal  confequences  which  might  at- . 
tend  that  period  of  utter  imbecility,  between  the 
extindion  of  the  old  army,  and  the  ellabliihment  of 
the  new.  To  guard  againfl  this  evil  in  future, 
which  could  not  be  remedied  for  the  prefent,  they 
iffued  orders  about  the  middle  of  September,  for 
tHe  levying  of  88  battalions,  the  foldiers  being 
bound  by  the  terms  of  enliitment  to  ferve  during 
tbQ  Qontinuance  of  the,  war. 

Meafurcs      Tfee  number  of  battalions  which  each  colony 
for  rc-      ^2^5  j^y  ^j^g  ordinance  appointed  to  raife  and  fup- 

thrMmy.  P^^»  °^^Y  ^  confidercd  as  a  pretty  exad  political 
'  Icale  of  tneir  comparative  (Irength,  framed  by  thofe 
who  were  interefled  in  its  corrednefs^  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  their  refpe&ive  circumftances.  Maf- 
fachuffett's  Bay  and  Virginia  were  the  higheft  on  t}\ig 
fcale,  being  to  furniih  1 5  battalions  each  j  Penfyl- 
vania  came,  next,  and  was  rated  at  twelve  ;  North 
Carolina  9,  Connecticut  and  Maryland  8  each ; 
New  York,  and  the  Jerfeys,  the  latter  confidered 
.  as  one  government,  were,  in  confequence  of  their 
prefent  fituation,  fet  no  higher  than  4  battalions 
each.      •  •    -      - 

The 


Chap.  Xill.        Civil  War  m  A M E R I C A.        [37^' 

The  liberty  of  the  Congrefs  in  its  encourage-    17J6/ . 
ment  to  the  troops,  was  proportioned  to  the  necef-  ^^/">'^' 
fity  of  fpeedily  compleating  the  new  army.     Befides  Lands  al- 
the  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  to  each  foldier  at  the  Jottc*.  for 
time  of  enlifting,  lands  were  to  be  allotted  at  the  end  ^^^^9 
of  the  war  to  the  furvivors,  and  to  the  reprcfenta-  ^j^^^fr. 
tives  of  all  who  were  flain  in  adion,  in  different 
ftated  proportions,  from  500  acres,  the  allotment 
of  a  Colonel,  to  150,  whifh  was  that  of  an  £n(ign  ; 
the  private  men,  and  non<ommiffioned  officers, 
were  to  have    100  acres  each.    As  a  bar  to  the 
thou^htleflhefs  and  prodigality  incident  to  foldiers, 
and  to  prevent  the  moft  worthlefs  and  undeferving 
from  obtaining  for  trifles,  thofe  rewards  diie  to  the 
brave  for  their  blood  and  fcrvices,  all  thefe  lands 
were  rendered  unalienable  dpring  the  war,    no 
aflignment  or  transfer  being  to  be  admitted  a,t  its 
-conclufion. 

The  Congrefs  had  before,  as  an  encouragement 
to  their  forces  by  fea  and  land,  decreed  that  all  offi- 
cers, foldiers,  and  feamcn,  who  were  or  might  be 
difabled  in  a&ion,  fhould  receive  during  life,  one 
half  of  the  monthly  pay  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled by  their  rank  in  the  fervice,  at  the  time '  of 
meeting  with  the  misfortune.  Notwithflanding 
thefe  encouragements,  it  feems,  as  if  the  condition 
of  fcrving  during  the  indefinite  term  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  war,  was  not  generally  agreeable,  to 
a  people  fo  little  accuitomed  to  any  kind  of  fubor- 
nination,  or  reftraint ;  fo  that  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, the  Congrefs  found  it  neceflary  to  admit  of 
^nother  mode  ot  enliflment  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  the  foldiers  under  this  compad  receiving  the 
fame  bounty  in  money  with  the  others,  but  being 
cut  out  from  any  allotment  of  lands. 

With  all  thefe  encouragements  by  the  Congrefs, 
the  bufinefs  of  recruiting  went  on,  however  but 
heavily}   and  it  muft  not  be  imagined,  that  th6 

army 
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1776.  army  actually  raifed,  did  at  any  time  bear  any  pro* 
^^^^^"^^  portion  in  cffedivc  men  to  that  which  was  voted. 

The  holding  out  a  promife  of  lands  as  an  induce- 
ment to  fill  up  their  armies,  was  probably  intended 
to  counterad  the  effed  of  a  fimilar  meafure  which 
had  fome  time  before  been  adopted  on  the  fide  of 
the  crown,  large  grants  of  vacant  lands,  to  be  diflri* 
buted  at  the  clofe  of  thq,  troubles  having  been  pro- 
mifbd  in  its  name  to  the  Highland  emigrants,  and 
fotne  other  new  troops  raifed  in  America,  as  a  re- 
ward for  their  expeded  zeal  and  loyalty  in  the  re- 
duction of  the  rebellious  colonies.  A  meafure  that 
tended  more  to  increafe  and  excite  the  animofity 
of  the  people,  than  any  other  perhaps  which  could 
have  been  propofed  in  the  prefent  circumflanceiT. 
For  they  univerfally  confidered  the  term  vacant j  as 
fignifying/^);/^//^^/,  which  being  an  eflFeft  of  the  trea- 
ion  laws  yet  unknown  in  America,  excited  the  great- 
er horror  ;  the  people  being  well  aware  from  the 
experience  of  other  countries,  that  if  the  fweets  of 
forfeiture  were  once  tafled,  it  would  be  equally 
happy  and  unufual,  if  any  other  limits  than  thofe 
which  nature  had  affigned  to  their  pofleffions,  could 
rcflrain  its  operatipn. 

Moncy^  The  annual  fupplies  raifed  in  different  colonies 
iKWTow'd  by  their  refpe&ive  alTemblies,  being  insufficient  to 
provide  for  the  extraordinary  expences  of  fo  large 
an  army,  together  with  the  other  numerous  contin- 
gencies, infcparable  from  fuch  a  war,  the  Congrefs 
found  it  neceffary  to  negociate  a  loan  to  anfwer  thefc 
purpofes.  They  accordingly  paffed  a  refolution  to 
borrow  five  milions  of  dollars  at  the  interefl  of  four 
per  cent,  the  faith  of  the  united  flatus  being  pledged 
to  the  lenders  for  the  payment  both  of  principal  and 
interefl. 

As  the  fit  nation  of  affairs  became  extremely  criti- 
cal, and  the  prefervation  of  Philadelphia  to  all  ap« 

pearancc 
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pearance  hopelefs,  at  the  time  that  Lord  Cornwallis    1776. 
had  overrun  the  Jerfeys,  and  that  the  Britifh  forces  ^^>^vn-; 
had  taken  pofleflion  of  the  towns  and  polls  on  the 
Delaware,  the  Congrefs  publilhed  an  addrefs  to  the  jj^^  ^^^ 
people  in  general,  but  more  particularly  thofe  of 
PenfylVania  and  the  adjacent  flates.     The  general  Addrefs 
objeds  6(  this  piece,  were  to  awaken  the  attention  *^    j 
of  the  people,  remove  their  dcfpondency,  renew  ^^^  ^ 
their  hopes  aiid-ipirits,  and  confirm  their  attentions 
of  fupportjng  the  war,  by  (hewing  that  no  other 
means  were  left  for  the  prefervation  of  ttiofe  rights 
and  liberties  for  which  they  originally  contended. 
But  it  was  •  particularly  and  immediately  intended 
to  forward  the  completion  of  the  new  army,  and 
to  call  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
tries, to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia. 

For  thefe  purpofes  they  enumerated  the  caufes 
of  the  troubles,  the  fuppofcd  grievances  they  had 
endured,  the  late  oppreifivc  laws  which  had  been 
paifed  againft  them,  dwelt  much  upon  the  contempt 
with  which  all  their  petitions  and  applications  ior 
rcdrefs  had  been  treated ;  and  to  ihew  that  no  alter- 
native but  war,  or  a  tame  refignation  of  all  that 
could  be  dear  to  mankind  remained,  they  affcrted, 
that  even  the  boaftedCommiffioncrs  for  giving  peace 
to  America  had  not  offered,  nor  did  yet  offer,  any 
terms  but  pardon  on  ablolute  fubtniffion.  From 
this  detail  and  thefe  premifes  they  deduced  the 
neceiSty  of  the  aft  of  Independency,  afferting,  that 
it  would  have  been  impoflible  for  them  to  have 
defended  their  rights  againft  lb  powerful  an  aggref- 
for,  aided  by  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries, 
or  to  have  obtained  that  afliilance  from  other  ftatet 
which  was  abfolutcly  ncceffary  to  their  prefervation, 
whilft  they  acknowledged  the  fovereignty,  and  con* 
feffed  themfelves  the  lubjcfts  of  that  power,  againft 
which  they  had  taken  up  arms,  and  were  engaged 
in  fo  cruel  a  war. 

They 
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1776.  They  boaftcd  of  the  luccels  that  had  in  general 
V-^^^'^^  attended  their  caufe  and  exertions,  contending  that 
the  prefent  ftate  of  wcaknefs  and  danger,  did  not 
proceed  from  any  capital  lofs,  defeat,  or  from  any 
defeat  of  valour  in  their  troops,  but  merely  from 
the  eviration  of  the  term  of  thofe  fhort  enliftments, 
which  had  in  the  beginning  been  adopted  from  an 
attention  to  the  eafe^  of  the  people.  They  aflured 
them,  that  foreign  dates  had  already  rendered  them 
cfiential  fervices,  and  had  given  them  the  moil  pofi- 
tive  aHurances  of  furth(^  aid.  And  they  excited 
the  indignation  and  animofity  of  the  people,  by  ex- 
patiating upon  the  unrelenting,  cruel,  and  inhuman 
manner,  in  which,  they  faid,  the  war  was  carried 
on,  not  only  by  the  auxiliaries,  but  even  by  the 
Britilh  forces  themfelves. 

Complaints  of  this  kind  held  a  diftinguifhed  place 
in  all  the  American  publications  of  that  time.  Some 
of  them  indeed  contained  nothing  elfe,  but  details 
of  rapes,  rapine,  cruelty  and  murder.  Though  thcfc 
accounts  were  undoubtedly  highly  exaggerated, 
it  is,  however,  to  b.^  apprehended,  that  too  much 
room  was  adorded  for.  com  plaints  of  that  nature. 
The  odium  began  with  the  HcHiaiis,  and  has  fince. 
'  ftuck  clofely  to  them,  though  the  Britifh  troops 
were  far  from  efcaping  a  Ihare  of  the  imputation. 
The  former,  naturally  fierce  and  cruel,  ignorant  of 
any  rights  but  thofe  of  defpotifm,  and  of  any  man- 
ners, but  thofe  eftabliflied  within  the  narrow  pfe<» 
cind  of  their  own  government,  were  incapable  of 
forming  any  diftinflion  between  ravaging  and  de* 
flroying  an  enemy'$  country,  whore  no  prefent 
benefit  was  intended  but  plunder,  nor  any  future 
advantage  expected  but  that  of  weakening  the  fbc» 
•  and  the  reducing  of  a  malcontent  people  (who 
though  in  a  ftate  of  rebellion,  were  flill  to  be  re- 
claimed,  not  dellrpyed)  to  a  due  ienfe  of  obedience 
to  tlieir  lawful  fovereign. 

It 
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y  It  has  been  faid,  that  in  order  to  reconcile  them*  1776. 
to  fo  new  and  ftrangc  an  adventure,  feme  idei  had 
been^held  out  to  them  in  Germany,  that  they  fhould 
ob^n  large  portions  of  the  lands  which  they  were 
to  conquer  in  America,  and  that  this  ncKion,  bow* 
ever  abfurd,  made  them  at  firft  confider  the  antient 
pofleflbrs  as  their  natural  enemies ;  but  that  when 
they  found  their  error,  they  confidered  the  move- 
able plunder  of  the  country,  not  only  as  a  matter 
of  right,  but  an  inadequate  recompenfe  for  under- 
taking fuch  a  voyage,  and  engaging  in  fuch  a 
war. 

Military  rapine  may  be  eafily  accounted  for  with- 
out any  recourfe  to  fuch  a  deception.  It  had  been 
obferved  from  the  beginning,  that  the  mod  mortal 
antipathy  fubfifted  between  the  Americans  and 
Heffians.  The  former,  contending  themfelves  for 
freedom,  and  filled  with  the  higheft  notions  of  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind,  regarded  with  equal  con- 
tempt and  abhorrence,  a  people  whom  they  confi* 
dered  as  the  moft  fordid  of  all  mercenary  (laves,  in 
thus  refigning  all  their  faculties  to  the  will  of  ar  petty 
deipot,  and  becoming  the  ready  inftruments  of  a 
cruel  tyranny.  They  reproached  them  with  the 
higheft  pofTible  degree  of  moral  turpitude,  in  thus 
engaging  in  a  domeftic  quarrel,  in  which  they  had 
Iieither  intcreft  nor  concern,  and  quitting  their 
homes  in  the  old  world  to  butcher  a  people  in  the 
new^  from  whom  they  never  had  received  the  fmal-* 
left  injury;  but  who,  on  the  contrary,  had  for  a  cen- 
tury paft  aJForded  an  hofpitahle  afylum  to  their  har* 
raued  and  opprefled  countrymen,  who  had  fled  in 
multitudes  to  cfcape  from  a  tyranny,  fimilar  to  that 
under  which  they  were  now  afting,  and  to  enjoy 
the  blef&ngs  of  a  liberty  moft  generoufly  held  out 
.  to  them,  of  which  thefe  mercenaries  would  impi- 
oufly  bereave  the  German  as  well  as  Englifb  Ame- 
ricans. 

Such 
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1776.  Such  fentiments,  and  fuch  reproaches,  did  iiot 
fail  to  increafe  their  natural  ferocity  and  rapaciouf* 
nefs  *f  and  it  is  faid  that  they  continued  in  a  courfe 
of  plunder,  until  they  at  length  became  fo  encum- 
bered and  loaded  with  fpoil,  and  fo  anxious  for  its 
prefervation,  that  it  grew  to  be  a  great  impediment 
to  their  military  operations. 

However  difagreeable  this  condud  was,  and  con- 
trary to  the  nature  of  the  Britifh  commanders,  it 
was  an  evil  not  eafily  to  be  remedied.  They  could 
not  venture  to  hazard  the  fuccefs  of  the  war  j  in  fo 
diftant  a  (ituation,  and  fuch  precarious  and  critical 
circumflances,  by  quarrelling  with  auxiliaries,  who 
were  nearly  as  numerous  and  powerful  as  their  own 
forces.  Allowances  were  neceflarily  to  be  made 
for  a  difference  of  manners,  opinions,  and  evea 
ideas  of  military  rules  and  fervice.  Without  open* 
ing  any  general  ground  of  diilike  or  quarrel,  it  re- 
quired all  the  conftancy,  and  all  that  admirable 
equanimity  of  temper  which  diflinguiih  General 
Howe's  charafter,  to  reftrain  the  operation  of  thofe 
piques,  jealoufies,  and  animofities,  the  effect  of  na- 
tional pride,  emulation,  and  a  difference  of  man- 
ners, which  no  wifdom  could  prevent  from  fpring- 
ing  up  in  the  two  armies. 

It  was  fcarcely  poffible  that  the  devaftation  and 
diforders  pradifed  by  the  Heflians,  ihould  not  ope- 
rate in  fome  degree  in  their  example  upon  the  Bri* 
tifh  troops.  It  would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
puniihed  enormities  on  the  one  fide,  which  were 
pradifed  without  referve  or  apprehenfion  on  the 
other.  Every  fuccefsful  deviation  from  order  amd 
difcipline  in  war^  is  certainly  and  fpeedily  followed 
by  others  ftill  greater.  No  relaxation  can  take 
place  in  either  without  the  moft  ruinous  confe- 
quences.  The  foldier,  who  at  firft  ihrinks  at  trifling 
cxceffes,  will  in  a  little  time,  if  they  paTs  without 
queftion,  proceed,  without  hefitation,  to  the  greateft 
enormities.  •  From 
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From  hence  fprung  the  clamour  raifed  in  Amc-  i  ^jS. 
rica  of  the  defolation  which  was  fpread  through  the  v^^v-v; 
Jerfeys,  and  which  by  taking  in  friends  and  mode, 
rate  men,  as  well  as  enemies,  did  great  injury  to 
the  royal  caufe,  uniting  the  latter  more  firmly,  and 
urging  to  adivity,  or  detaching,  many  of  the  for- 
mer. Nor  could  the  cfFc£t  be  confined  to  the  im- 
mediate fufFerers  ;  the  exaggerated  details  which 
were  publiihed  of  thefe  enormities,  ferving  to  em- 
bitter the  minds  of  men  exceedingly  through  all  the 
colonies.  Thefe  accounts  being  alfo  tranfmitted  to 
Europe,  feemed  in  fome  degree  to  affe£l  our  national 
character  ;  in  France  particularly,  where  the  people 
in  general,  through  the  whole  courfe  of  this  con- 
teft,  have  been  ftrongly  American,  they  were  readi- 
ly received  and  willingly  credited.  Among  other 
enormities  which  received  the  cenfure  of  our  neigh- 
bours in  that  country,  the  deftruflion  of  the  public 
library  at  Trenton,  and  of  the  college  and  library 
at  Princetown,  together  with  a  celebrated  orrery- 
made  by  Rittenhoufe,  faid  to  be  the  beft  and  finefl: 
in  the  world,  were  brought  as  charges  of  a  Gothic 
barbarity,  which  waged  war  even  with  literature 
and  the  fciences. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  taking  of  New-Tprk,  Petitions 
the  inhabitants  of  that  city  and  ifland,  prefented  a  f™™  ^^ 
petition  to  Lord  and  General  Howe,  the  commif-  *'*^*^*- 
fioners  for  reftoring  peace  to  the  colonies,  figned  Ncw-^ 
by  Daniel  Horfemanden,  Oliver  de  Lancy,  and  946  York, 
others^  declaring  their  allegiance,  and  their  acknow-  &c.  to 
ledgment  of  the  Conjlitutional  Supremacy  of  Great  Bri-  the  com- 
tainover  the  colonies  ;  and  praying  that  in  purfuancc  °""*^'*"^ 
of  the  former  declarations  ilfued  by  the  commiifion- 
ers,  that  city  and  county  might  be  reilored  to  his 
Majefty's  peace  and  protection. 

This  petition  to  the  commiffioners  was  followed  Critical 
by  another  to  the  fame  purpofe,  from  the  freehold-  ^!^  °^ 
crs  and  inhabitants  of  Queen's  county  in  Long-ifland.    y][     ' 

C  c  c  It  ^  * ' 
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1776.  It  was  obfervcd  of  thcfc  petitions,  that  the  acknow- 
^^-^'VN-'  Icdgemcnt  of  the  Conftitutional  fupremacy  in  one, 
and  of  the  conftitutional  authority  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  other,  were  very  guardedly  expreffed,  all  mention 
of  parliament;  being  omitted,  and  the  great  queftion 
of  unconditional  fubmiflion  left  totally  at  large. 
It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  though  the  inhabitants  of 
York  Ifland  and  Queen's  County,  befides  raifing  a 
corifiderable  body  of  troops  for  the  King's  fervice, 
and  eftablilhing  a  ftrong  militia  for  the  common  de- 
f€nce,had  given  every  othcrtcftimony  of  their  loyalty, 
which  could  be  expefted  or  wiflied,  yet  thefc  peti- 
tions were  not  attended  to,  nor  were  they  reftored 
to  thofe  rights  which  they  expelled  in  confcquence 
of  the  declarations,  as  well  as  of  the  late  law  for 
the  appointment  of  Commiffioners. 

The  critical  fituation  of  Philadelphia,  which  a 
night  or  two's  froft  would  have  laid  open  to  the 
Britiflj  forces,  obliged  the  Congrefs,  about  the  clofe 
of  the  year,  to  confult  their  o^v7l  frfety  by  retiring 
to  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  In  this  Rate  of  exter- 
nal danger,  the  diffentions  which  fprung  up  among 
themfelves  were  not  lefs  alarming  to  the  Americans. 
We  have  formerly  .{hewn  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independency  had  met  with  a  ftrong  oppofition  in 
Philadelphra,  not  only  from  thofe  who  were  called, 
or  confidered  asTories,  but  from  many,  who  in  att 
other  matters  had  been  iamong  the  moft  forward  in 
oppofihg  the  claims  of  the  crown  and  parliament. 
The  carrying  of  the  queftion  by  a  great  majority 
throughout  the  province,  was  far  from  leffening  the 
bittemefs  of  thofe  who  oppofed  it,  amongft  whom 
were  moft  of  the  Quakers,  a  great  and  powerful 
body  in  tliat  colony  ;  fo  that  the  difcontented  in  tliis 
bufmefs,  forgetting  in  the  prefent  their  ancient  ani- 
mofity^  with  all  its  operating  caufes,  coalefced 
with  the  Tories  or  loyalifts,  whom  xhcy  had  formerly 
perfccuted,  and  confidercd  as  betrayers,  and  inve- 
terate 
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teratc  enemies  of  their  country,  thus  compofing  all    1776. 
together  a  very  formidable  party.  .   \^^>r>u 

In  confequence  of  this  diflention,  and  of  the  ill  pivifioni 
fiicccfs  of  the  rebellious  arms  duri^ng  the  greater  part  }."  ^^'l" 
of  the  campaign,  which  difpofed  mafty  to  look  to  3^'^*"'^' 
their  fafety,  a  Mr.  Galloway,  the  family  of  Aliens, 
with  other  leading  men,  either  in  Penfylvania  or  the 
Jcrfeys,  fome  of  whom  had  been  members  of  Con- 
grefs,  fled  to  the  Commiffioners  at  New-York,  to 
clAini  the  benefits  of  the  general  pardon  which  had 
been  offered  ;  expefting  as  matters  then  ftood,  to 
return  fpeedilyhome  in  triumph.  Thefe  were, 
however,  much  lefs  troublefome  and  dangerous  to 
the  Americans,  than  thofe  who  kept  their  ground, 
who  were  fo  numerous  and  powerful,  that  upon  the 
apprx)ach  of  the  Britifli  forces  to  the  Delaware,  they 
prevented  the  order  for  fortifying  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia from  being  carried  into  execution.  .  This 
eccentric  and  alarming  movement  in  the  feat  of  life 
and  aftion,  obliged  General  Wafhington  weak  as  , 

he  was,  to  detach  three  regiments,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lord  Sterling,  effectually  to  quell  the  op- 
pofition  of  that  party,  and  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
meafure  of  fortifying  the  city.  This  decifive  con- 
duct anfwered  all  its  purpofes,  except  that  of  forti- 
fying the  city,  a  defign  which  feems  to  have  been 
abandoned  as  not  practicable,  or  not  neccffary  at 
that  time. 

As  the  feafon  grew  too  fevere  to  keep  the  field, 
and  the  frofts  were  not  yet  fufBcienitly  fet  in  for  the 
paffage  of  the  Delaware,  it  became  necefl'ary  to- 
ward^ the  middle  of  December  to'  put  the  Britifh 
and  auxiliary  forces  under  cover.  'I!licy  were  ac- 
cordingly thrown  into  great  cantonments,  forming 
an  extenfive  chain  from  Brunfwick,  on  the  Rariton 
to  the  Delaware,  occupying  not  only  the  towns, 
polls,  and  villages,  whiqh  came  within  a  liberal  de- 
fcription   of  that  line,  but  thofe  alio  on  the  banks 

of 


38o]  The  H I  S.T  O  R  Y  0/  the        Chap.  XHI. 

1776.    of  the  Delaware  for  feveral  miles,  fo  that  the  latter 
v^^v>^   compofed  a  front  at  the  end  of  the  line,  which  look- 
ed over  to  Penfylvania. 

• 
Things  were  now  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  that  there 
fecmed  to  be  as  little  prob/ibility  of  interrupting  the 
dcfigns,  or  endangering  the  fecurity  on  the  one 
fide,  as  of  renewing  the  fpirit,  or  retrieving  the 
wcakncfs,  on  the  other.  In  this  ftate  of  aflfairs,  a 
bold  and  fpirited  enterprize,  which  fhewed  more  of 
brilliancy  than  real  effcft  in  its  firft  appearance,  be- 
came capable  in  its  confequcnces  of  changing  in  a 
great'  meafure  the  worft  fortune  of  the  war.  Such 
extraordinary  effefts  do  fmall  events  produce,  in 
that  laft  and  mod  uncertain  of  human  decifions. 

f  "t^*!  Colonel  Rail  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  was 
ton.  *  '  ftationed  with  a  brigade  of  Heflians,  confifting  of 
three  battalions,  with  a  few  Britifh  light  horfe,  and 
50  chaffeurs,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  14  or  1500 
men,  at  Trenton,  upon  the  Delaware,  being  the 
higheft  poft  which  the  royal  army  occupied  upon 
that  river.  Colonel  Don op,^ with  another  brigade, 
lay  at  Bordentown,  a  few  miles  lower  down  the 
river  ;  and  at  Burlington  ftill  lower,  and  within 
twenty  miles  of  Philadelphia  a  third  body  was  port- 
ed. The  corps  at  Trenton,  as  well  as  the  others,  partly 
from  the  knowledge  they  had  of  the  weakncfs  of  the 
enemy,  and  partly  from  the  contempt  in  which  they 
held  him,  confidered  themfelves  in  as  perfeft  a  ftate 
of  fecurity,  as  if  they  had  been  upon  garrifon  duty 
in  their  own  country,  in  a  time  of  the  profoundeft 
peace.  It  is  faid,  and  feems  probable,  that  this  fup- 
pofed  fecurity,  increafed  that  licence  and  laxity  of 
difcipline,  of  which  we  have  before  taken  notice, 
and  produced' an  inattention  to  the  poffibility  of  a 
furprize,  which  no  fucccfs  or  fituation  can  juftify  in 
the  vicinity  of  an  enemy,  however  weak  or  con- 
temptible. 

Tbcfe 


Chap.  XlIU        Civa  War  m  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.         [381 

Thcfe  circumftances,  if  they  really  exifted,  feem  1 776.  . 
not  to  have  efcaped  the  vigilance  of  General  Wafli- 
ington.  But,  exclufivc  of  thefe,  he  fully  faw  and 
comprehended  the  danger  to  which  Philadelphia 
and  the  \7h0le  province  would  be  inevitably  ex- 
pofed,  as  foon  as  the  Delaware  was  thoroughly 
covered  with  ice,  if  the  enemy,  by  retaining  pof- 
fef&on  of  the  oppofite  fhorc,  were  at  hand  to  profit 
of  that  circumftance,  whilft  he  was  utterly  incapable 
of  oppofing  them  in  the  field* 

To  ward  off  this  danger,  he  with  equal  boldnefs 
and  ability  formed  a  defign  to  prevent  the  enemy, 
by  beating  up  their  quarters ;  intending  to  remedy 
the  deficiency  of  force  by  the  manner  of  applying 
it ;  by  bringing  it  nearly  to  a  point ;  and  by  at- 
tacking unexpededly  and  feparately  thofe  bodies 
which  ne  could  not  venture  to  encounter  if  united. 
If  the  defign  fucceeded  only  in  part,  it  might,  how- 
ever, induce  the  enemy  to  contrad  their  canton- 
ments, and  to  quit  the  vicinity  of  the  river,  when 
they  found  it  was  not  a  fufficient  barrier  to  cover 
their  quarters  from  infult  and  danger;  thus  ob- 
taining that  fccurity  for  Philadelphia,  which,  at  pre- 
fent,  was  the  principal  objed  of  his  attention. 

For  this  purpofe,  General  Wafliington  took  the 
neceffary  meafures  for  affembling  his  forces  (which 
confifled  moftly  of  drafts  from  the  militia  of  Penfyl- 
vania  and  Virginia)  in  three  divifions,  each  of  which 
was  to  arrive  at  its  appointed  ftation  on  the  Dela- 
ware, as  foon  after  dark,  and  with  as  little  noife 
as  poi&ble,  on  the  night  of  Chriftmas^ay.  Two  of 
thefe  divifions  were  under  the  command  of  the 
Generals  Erwing  and  Cadwallader,  the  firft  of  which 
was  to  pafs  the  river  at  Trenton  Ferry,  about  a 
mile  below  the  town,  and  the  other  ftill  lower  to- 
wards  Bordentown.  The  principal  body  was  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Wafliington  in  perfon,  aflifted  by 
the  Generals  Sullivan  and  Green,  and  confided  of 

about 
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1776.    about  2500  men,  provided  with  a  train  of  20  imall 
^y^^^^   brafs  field  pieces. 

With  thi$  body  he  arrived  at  M'Kenky's  F^rry, 
about  nuie  miles  above  Treuton,  at  the  time  ap« 
pointed,  hoping  to  be  able  to  pafs  the  divifion  and 
artillery  over  by  midnight,  and  that  it  would  then 
be  no  difficulty  to  reach  that  place  long  before  day- 
light, and  effectually  to  furprize  Rairs  brigade. 
The  river  was,  however,  fo  incumbered  with  ice, 
that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  boats  could  make 
their  way' through,  which  with  the  extreme  feverity 
of  the  weather,  retarded  their  paffage  fo  much,  that 
it  was  near  four  o'clock  before  it  was  complected. 
They  were  ftill  equally  delayed  and  incommoded 
in  the  march  by  a  violent  fliorm  of  (now  and  hail, 
which  rendered  th?  way  fo  flippcry,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  .they  reached  the  place  of  deftination  by 
ci- ht  o'clock. 

The  detachment  had  been  formed  in  two  divi- 
fions  immediately  upon  pafling  the  river,  one  of 
which,  turning  to  the  right,  took  the  lower  road  to 
Trenton,  whil(l:  the  other,  with  General  Walhing- 
ton,Yroceedcd  along  the  upper,  or  Pennington  voad. 
Notwithftanding  the  delays  they  met,  and  the  ad- 
•    vanced  fl:ate  of  daylight,  the  Hcflians  had  no  know- 
ledge of  their  approach,  until  an  advanced  poll,  at 
fome  diftance  trom  the  town,  was  attacked  by  the 
upper  divifion,  the  lower,  about,  the  fame  time, 
driving  in. the  outguards  on  their  fide.     The  regi- 
ment of  Rail,  having,  been  detached  ,to  fupport  the 
picket  which  was  firff:  attacked,  w&s  thrown  into 
diforder  by  the  retreat  of  that  party,  and  obliged 
Col.  Rail  ^o  rejoin  the  main  body.   Colonel  Rail  now  bravely 
mortally    charged  the  enemy,  but  being  fooin  mortally  wound- 
Wi^unded  ed,  the  troops  were  thrown  into  diforder  after  a  ffiort 
engagement,  and  driven  from  their  artillery,  which 
conllited  only  of  fix  battalion  brafs  field  pieces. 
Thus  overpowered,  and  nearly  furrpunded,  after  an 

in* 
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irte'ffe^Vuat  attempt  to  retreat  to  Princetown,  the    ijyS. 
three  regiments  of  Rail,  Lofsbe^rg,  and  Knyphaufen,  wsrvJ 
found  themfclvcs  under  the  oirfbrtunate  neccflity  of  ^^^^^ 
furrcndering  prifoners  of  war.  regi- 

ments 
As  the  road  along  the  river  fide  to  Bordentown  furrendcr 
led  from  that  part  of  Trenton  moft  remote  from  the  ^^^^' 
enemy,  the   light-horfe,  chaffeurs,   a  confiderable  pnfoncrs, 
number  of  the  private  men,  whh  fome  few  officers, 
made  their  efcape  that  way.     It  is  alfo  faid,  that  a  * 
number  of  the  Hcffians  'who  had  been  out  maraud- 
ing in  the  country,  and  accordingly  abfent  from 
their  duty  that  morning,  feftmd  the  fame  refuge, 
whiltl  their  crime  was  Covered  under  the  common 
misfortune* 

The  lofs  of  the  Heffians  iA  killed  and  wounded 
Was  very  inconfiderable,  not  eseceeding  30  or  40  at 
the  moft ;  that  oh  the  other  fide  was'  tba  trifling  to 
be  mentioned;  the  wholb  number  of  prifoners 
amounted  to  918.  Thus  was  one  part  of  General 
WaAington's  projeft  cr6wne<$  with  fuccefs ;  but 
the  t^vo  others  failed  in  the  execution,  the  quantity 
of  ice  being  fo  great,  that  the divifions' under  Erwing 
and  Cadwallader,  found  the  river,  where  they  di- 
refted  their  attempts,  impaflable.  If  this  had  not 
been  the  cafe,  and  that  the  flrll,  in  purfuance  of 
his  inftruftions,  had  been  able  to  have  poflefled  the 
bridge  over  Trenton  Creek,  rid:  one  of  thofe  who 
made  their  way  to  Bordentown  could  have  efcaped. 
But  if  the  dcfi^n  had  taken  ^S^m  all  its-parts, 
and  the  three  divifions  had  joined  after  the  aflair  at 
Trenton,  it  fecms  probable  that  they  would  have 
fwept  all  the  poflij  on  the  river  b6f6re  than. 

As  things  were,  General  Waflnngton  could  not 
proceed  any  further  in  the  profeciition  of 'his  defign. 
The  force  he  had  with  him'  ^as  far  from  being  able    * 
even  to  tnaintain  its  ground  ^t  Trenton,  there  being 
a  ftrong  body  of -light  infantry  V^ithin  a  few  miles 

at 
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at  Princctown,  which  by  the  jun£):ion  of  Donop'a 
brigade,  or  other  bodies  from  the  cantonments, 
would  have  foon  overwhelmed  his  little  army.  He 
accordingly  repaffed  the  Delaware  the  fame  evening, 
carrying  with  him  the  prifoners,  who  with  their 
artillery  and  colours,  afforded  a  day  of  new  and 
joyful  triumph  at  Philadelphia. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  wonderfully  raifed  the  fpirits 
of  the  Americans.  It  is  an  odd,  but  a  general  dif- 
pofition  of,  mankind,  to  be  much  more  afraid  of 
thofe  whom  they  do  not  know,  than  of  thofe  with 
whom  they  arc  acquainted.  Difference  of  drefs, 
of  arms  (though  lefs  ufeful),  of  complexion,  beard, 
colour  of  the  hair  or  eyes,  with  the  general  manner, 
air,  and  countenance,  have  at  different  times  had 
furprizing  effcfts  upon  brave,  difciplined,  and  expe- 
rienced armies.  The  Hfeffians  had  hitherto  been 
very  terrible  to  the  Americans  v  aijd  the  taking  of 
a  whole  brigade  of  them  prifoners,  feemed^o  incrc- 
dible,  that  at  the  very  time  tbey  were  marching 
into  Philadelphia,  people  were  contending  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  town,  that  the  whole  ftory  was  a 
fidion,  and  indeed  that  it  could  not  be  true.  The 
charm  was  now,  however,  diflblved,  and  the  Hcf- 
fians  were  no  longer  terrible.  In  the  mean  time 
General  Wafhington  was  reinforced  by  fevend  regi- 
ments from  Virginia  and  Maryland,  as  well  as  with 
feveral  new  bodies  of  the  Penfylvania  militia,  who, 
with  thofe  of  that  province  already  under  his  com- 
mand, were  much  diftinguifhed  in  the  hard  fervicc 
of  the  enfuing  winter  campaign. 

* 

|.  ^  ^  The  furprize  at  Trenton  did  not  excite  lefs  amaze- 
iDM  and  ni^ii^  ij^  the  Britifh  and  auxiliary  quarters,  than  it 
conjee-  did  joy  in  thofe  of  the  Americans.  Blame  was 
loofely  fcattcred  every  where.  That  three  old  efta- 
bllflicd  regiments,  of  a  people  who  make  war  their 
profeflion,  (hould  lay  down  their  arms  to  a  ragged 
and  undifciplined  militia,  and  that  with  fcarcely  any^ 
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ofs  on  cither  fide,  fecmed  an  event  of  fo  extraor-    1776. 
dinary  a  nature,  that  it  gave  full  fcope  to  the  opera-  v^^^v.^ 
tion  of  conjecture,  fufpicion,  cenfure,  and  maligni- 
ty, as  different  temper's  were  differently  affedcd. 

« 

The  General  was  blamed  for  laying  fo  cxtenfivc 
a  chain  of  cantonments,*  Rail  was  condemned  for 
marching  out  of  the  town  to  meet  the  enemy,  and 
the  charafter  of  the  Hef&ans,  in  general,  did  not 
rife  in  the  opinion  of  their  allies. 

As  to  the  firft,  the  General  had  forefeen  the  ob- 
jeftion,  but  he  depended  upon  the  weaknefs  of  the 
enemy,  the  good  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
confiderable  iorce  which  was  Rationed  in  the  advanced 
pofts,  and  was  befides  influenced  by  a  defirc  ta 
cover  and  protect  the  county  of  Monmouth,  where 
a  great  number  of  the  people  were  well  affefted 
to  the  royal  caufe.  It  may  be  added,  that  perhaps 
no  line  of  cantonment  or  poft  can  be  contrived  fo 
compad  and  fecure,  as  not  to  admit  the  poffibiUty 
of  an  impreffion  in  fome  one  part,  by  a  forqe  much 
inferior  to  the  aggregate  power  of  the   defenfivc. 

With  refped  to  Colonel  Rail,  if  the  charge 
againfl  him  was  well  founded,  his  mifcondud  fprung 
from  an  error,  which  was  generally  prevalent 
among  the  officers  and  men  both  of  the  Britifli  and 
Hcffian  forces-  The  fad  is,  that  from  the  fucceffes 
of  the  preceding  campaign,  and  the  vaft  fuperiority 
which  they  perceived  in  themfelves  in  every  aSion, 
they  had  held  the  Americans  in  too  great  contempt 
both  as  men  and  as  foldiers,  and  were  too  apt  to 

D  d  d  attribute 

*  Ab  the  condu£l  of  Lord  and  General  Howe*  during  their 
command  in  America,  became  the  fvbjeft  of  a  parliamentary 
enquiry  in  the  feifion  of  1779.     We  have  eivcn  in  the  Appen- 
dix, the  evidence,  at  large  of  the  principal  officets  under  their 
command,  as  delivered  before   a  committee  of  the  Houfe    of. 
Commons,  which  we  prefume  will    prove    acceptable  to  our ' 
readers,  as  it  wij}  throw  great  light  on  many  tranfadiont,  which' 
before  were  not  fully  explained. 
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1776.  attribute  thofe  advantages  to  fome  extraordinary 
^^'^^^^''^^  perfonal  virtue  and  excellence,  which  were  in  reality 

derived  from  the  concurrence  of  a  number  of  other, 
and  very  diflisrent  caufes  ;  from  military  fldll,  ex* 
perience  and  difcipline ;  from  the  fuperior  excel* 
lence  of  their  fmall  arms,  artillery,  and  of  al)  other 
engines,  furniture,  and  fupplies,  neceffary  for  war  ; 
and  ftill  more  particularly,  to  a  better  fupply,  and 
a  more  dexterous  and  effective  ufe  of  bayonets ; 
which  gave  them  a  great  fupcriority  over  the  Ame^ 
ricans,  who  were  poorly  furnifhed  with  this  kind  of 
arms,  and  were  by  no  means  expert  in  the  ufe  of 
them. 

Lord  '^'^  alarm  new  fpread,  induced  the  Britifli  and 

Cora-       auxiliary  troops  immediately  to  aflemble,  and  Ge- 

wallis       neral  Grant,  with  the  forces  at  Brunfvack  and  that 

rctani9      quarter,  to  advance  fpcedily  t6  Princctown  ;  whilft 

Tci?*       Lord  Comwallis,  who  had  gone  to  New  York  in 

^    ^**     his  way  to  England,  found  it  neceffary  to  delay  his 

voyage, '  and  return  poft  to  the  defence  of  the  Jer* 

fcys.    They  were  not  now  without  an  enemy  to 

encounter,  for  General  Wafliington,  encouraged 

by  the  reinforcements  he  had  rcceited,  had  again 

pafled  the  Delaware,  and  was  with'his  whole  force 

at  Trenton. 

Jan;  2,        Lord  Comwallis  marchoi^&imediately  to  attack 

1777.  tJic  enemy,  whom  he  fotuid  in  a  flrong  pofition, 
^— v-^   formed  at  the  back  of  Treqion  Creek,  being  in  pof- 

feiSon  of  the  bridge,  and  other  paffagcs,  which 
were  well  covered  with  artillery.  After  feveral 
fkirmiflies  in  the  approach,  a'cfannonade  enfoed  on 
both  fides,  which  continued  until  night.  A  brigade 
of  the  Britifli  troops  lay  that  night  at  Maidenhead, 
fuc  miles  froQi  Trenton,  and  another  upon  its  march 
from  Brujifwick,  confifting  of  the  1 7th,  the  40th, 
and  55th  regiments,  under' the  command  of  Lieute- 
4iant  Colonel  Mawhood,  were  at  Prinqetown,  about 
the  fame  diilance  beyond  Maidenhead. 

In 
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In  this  (ituation  on  both  fides.  General  Wafhing-  1777. 
tbn^  who  was  far  from  intending  to  rifquc  a  battle,  ^-^"^^'^ 
having  taken  the  neceffary  precaution  of  keeping  General 
up  the  fires,  and  every  other  appearance  of  ftill  Wafh- 
occupying  his  camp,  and  leaving  (mall  parties  to  go  ington 
the  rounds,  and  guard  the  bridge  and  the  fords,  ^^*^^* 
withdrew  the  reft  of  his  forces  in  the  dead  of  night,  at^^cks" 
and  with  the  moft  profound  filence.     They  marched  Colonel  [ 

with  fuch  expedition    towards  Princetown,    that  Maw-  | 

though  they  took  a  large  circuit  by  Allentown,  hood, 
partly  to  get  clear  of  the  Trenton,  or  Affumpink  ^^^  * 
Creek,  and  partly  to  avoid  the  brigade  which  lay  at  ^^^^^  ' 
Maidenhead,  their  van  fell  in  at  funrifc  the  next 
morning  witfi  Colonel  Mawhood,  who  had  juft  be- 
gun his  march.  That  officer  not  having  the  fmalleft 
idea  of  ^their  forces,  the  fogginefs  of  the  morning, 
or  circumftances  of  the  ground,  preventing  him 
from  feeing  its  extent,  confidered  it  only  aii  the  at- 
tempt of  fomc  flyipg  party  to  interrupt  his.  march, 
and  having  eafily  difperfed  thofe  by  whon»  he  was 
firft  attacked,  puflied  forward  without  further  ap- 
prehenfion.  But  in  a  little  time,  he  not  only  found 
tha^  the  1 7th  regiment  which  he  led  was  attacked 
on  all  fides  by  a  fuperior  force,  but  that  it  Was  alfo 
feparated  and  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  brigade, 
whilft  he  difcovered,  by  the  continued  diftant  firing, 
that  the  55th,  which  immediately  followed,  was  not 
in  better  circumftances. 

In  this  trying  and  dangerous  fituation,  the  brave 
commander,  and  his  equally  brave  regiment,  gained 
immortal  honour.  After  a  violent  conflift,  and  the  ' 
grcateft  repeated  exertions  of  courage  and  difcip- 
line,  they  at  length,  by  dint  of  bayonet,  forced 
their  way  through  the  thickeft  ranks  of  the  enemy, 
and  purfued  their  march  to  Maidenhead  undifturb- 
cd.  ^  The  55th  regiment  was  little  lefs  prefled,  and 
finding  it  impoffible  to  continue  its  march,  with 
great  refolution  made  good  its  retreat,  and  returned 
l>y  the  way  of  HUlfoorough-to  Brunfwick.  1  he  40th 


regi 
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1777.   regiment,  which  was  ftill  at  Princetown  when  the 
^-^"^^  nftion  began,  fufFered  lefs  than  the  others,  and  re- 
tired by  another  road  to  the  fame  place.     The  ene- 
my acknowledged  that  nothing  could  exceed  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  the  corps  under  Mawhocd. 

Though  the  number  killed,  confidering  the  na- 
ture and  warmth  of  the  engagements,  was  not  fo 
confidcrable  as  might  have  been  cxpefted ;  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  the  three  regiments  fuffcred  feverely ; 
.  their  lofs  in  prifoners,  amounting  to  about  200 ; 
the  killed  and  wounded  were  much  fewer.  The 
Americans  had  many  more  killed,  among  whom 
were  fome  brave  officers,  particularly  General  Mer- 
cer belonging  to  Virginia,  who  was  much  eftcemcd 
and  lamented. 

It  cannot  efci^pe  the  obfervation  of  any  pcrfoH 
who  has  attended  to  the  circumftances  of  this  war, 
.  that  the  number  flain  on  the  fide  of  the  Americans, 
has  in  general  greatly  exceeded  that  .in  the  royal 
army.  Though  every  dcfcA  in  military  fldll,  expe- 
rience, judgment,  conduft,  and  mechanical  habit, 
will  in  fome  degree  account  for  this  circuraftance, 
yet  perhaps  it  may  be  more  particularly  attributed 
to  the  imperfeft  loading  of  their  pieces  in  the  hurry 
of  aclion,  than  to  any  other  caufe ;  a  defed,  of  all 
others,  the  moft  fatal ;  the  moft  difficult  to  be  re-  i 
medied  in  a  new  army  ;  and  to  which  even  veterans  J 
are  not  fufficiently  attentive.  To  this  may  be  alio 
added  the  various  make  of  their  fmall  arms,  which 
being  procured  as  chance  or  opportunity  favoured 
them,  from  remote  and  different  quarters,  were 
equally  different  in  fize  and  bore,  which  rendered 
their  being  fitted  with  ball  upon  any  general,  Ccale 
imprafticable. 

This  aftive  and  unexpefled  movement,  with  its 
fi^irited  confcquences,  immediately  recalled  Lord 
Cornwallis  from  the  Delaware  ;  wiio  was,  not  with- 

out 
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out  reafon,  alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  the  troops  and    1777. 
magazines   at   Brunfwjck.      The   Americans   ftill  v>or>^ 
avoiding  a  general  aaidn,  and   fatisficd  with  their  Lord 
prefent  advantages,  croffed  the  Millftone  river,,with-  C®"'^'^* 
out  any  further  attempt.     In  a  few  days,  however,  ^^J^  ^J["' 
they  overrun  Eaft  Jerley  as  well  as  the  Weft,  fpread-  Delaware 
ing  thcmfelves  over  the  Rariton,   even  into  Eflex  to  Bruof- 
county,    where,    by  feizing    Newark,   Elizabeth  wick. 
Town,   and  Woodbridge,  they  bcdame  tnafters  of 
the  coaft  oppofite  to  Stat  en  Ifland.     Their  principal 
ports  were  taken  and  ftrengthcned  with  fo  much 
•judgement,  that   it  was  not  prafticable  to  diflodge 
them.     The  royal  army  retained  only  the  two  polls 
of  Brunfwick  and  Amboy,   the  one  fituated  a  few 
miles  up  the  Rariton,.  the  other  point  of  land  at  its 
mouth,  and  both  holding  an  open  C€)mmunication 
with  New-York  by  fea. 

Thus  by  a  few  well  concerted  and  fpirited  aftions,  Amcri- 
Avas   Philadelphia   faved,    Penfylvania  freed   from  c^"«  o^^^ 
danger,   the  Jerfeys  nearly  recovered,  and  a  viftori-  "'"^.^  ^ 
ous  and  far  faperior  army  reduced  to  aft  upon  the 
defenfive,   and  for  fevcral  months  reflrained  within 
very  narrow  and  inconvenient  limits.  Thefe  aftions, 
and  the  fudden   recovery  from  the  lowcft  ftate   of 
wcaknefs  and  diftrefs,  to  become  a  formidable  ene- 
my in  the  field,  railed  the  charafter  of  General 
Wafhington,  as  a  commander,  very  high  both  in 
Europe  and  America  ;  and  with  his  preceding  and 
fubfequent   conduft,   fei:ve  all   together  to  give  a 
fanftion   to  that  appellation,  which   is  now  pretty 
generally  applied  to  him,  of  the  American  Fabius. 

Nor  was  this  change  of  affairs  to  be  attributed  to 
any  error  in  the  Britifh  Generals,  or  fault  in  the 
troops  which  they  commanded  ;  but  depended  en- 
tirely upon  the  happy  application  of  a  number  of 
powerful  and  concurring  circumflanccs,  which  were 
far  beyond  theif  reach  or  controul.  Though  many 
of  thcic  were  forei'ecn  and  pointed  out  by  thofe  who 

from 
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1777.   from  the  beginning,  either  oppofcd  in  public,  or 

^-^^^*^  regretted  in  private,  this  war,  and  that  others  arc 

now  obvious  to  every  body,  it  may  not,  however,  be 

amifs  to  fpecify  forae  of  thofe  caufcs  which  clogged 

it  with  particular  difficulties. 

Among  the  principal  of  thefe  may  be  confidcred 
the  vaft  extent  of  that  continent,  with  its  unufual 
diftribution  into  great  trails  of  cultivated  and  favagc 
territory ;  die  lone  extent  of  fea  coafl  in  front,  and 
the  boundlefs  walces  at  the  back  of  the  inhabited 
countries,  affording  refource  or  flielter  in  all  circum- 
flances;  the  numberlefs  inacceffible  pofts,  and 
ftrong  natural  barriers,  formed  by  the  various  com- 
binations of  woods,  mountains,  rivers,  lakes  and 
marlhes.  All  thefe  properties  and  circumftances^ 
with  others  appertaining  to  the  climates  and  feafons, 
may  be  faid  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  inhabitants 
of  fuch  countries  in  a  defenfive  war.  To  thefe 
may  be  added  others  lefs  local.  The  unexpefled 
union,  and  unknown  ftrength  of  the  colonies;  the 
judicious  application  of  that  ftrength,  by  fuitin^  the 
defence  to  the  nature,  genius,  and  ability  ot  the 
people,  as  well  as  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  thereby  rendering  it  a  war  of  pofts,  fur- 
prizes,  and  (kirmifties,  inllcad  of  a  war  of  battles. 
To  all  tliefe  may  be  added,  the  people*s  not  being 
bridled  by  ftrong  cities,  nor  fettered  by  luxury  to 
thofe  which  were  otherwife,  fo  that  the  reduction 
of  a  capital  had  no  effeft  upon  the  reft  of  the  pro- 
vince^  and  tl>e  army  could  retain  no  more  territory 

IWtlfli     than  what  it  occupied,  which  was  again  loft  as  foon 

»nd  Aux-  as  it  departed  to  another  quarter* 

iiiary  for- 

poffeffion  Durhig  the  remaining  winter,  and  the  whole  of 
of  Brunf-  the  fpring  the  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis  conti- 
wick  and  nued  much  ftraitcned  at  Brunfwick  and  Amboy, 
Ambpy,  jh^  troops  undergoing,  with  the  greateft  perfeve- 
l""'^?^^!:  ranee  and  refolution,  the  hardfhips  of  a  molt  feverc 
of  the  ^"^d  unremittmg  duty ;  whilft  their  ranks  were 
tviuter.  thinned 
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thinned  by  a  continued  fcries  of  ikinni(hes^  which  1 777. 
were  produftivc  of  no  real  advantage  on  either  fide,  v-^^'^^ 
other  than  that  of  inuring  tlie  Americans  to  mili- 
tary fervice.  In  a  word,  every  load  of  forage  which 
was  procured,  and  every  article  of  prov!fK)n  which 
did  not  come  from  Ncw-York,  was  fought  or  pur- 
chafed  at  the  price  of  blood. 

The  confequcnce  of  the  late  military  outrages  in 
the  jcrfeys  were  fcverely  felt  in  the  prcfent  change 
of  eircumftancee.  As  foon  as  fortune  turned,  and 
the  means  were  in  their  power,  the  fuSerers  of  all 
parties,  the  well  difpofed  to  the  royal  caufe,  as  well 
as  the  neutrals  and  wavering,  now  rofe  as  a  man  to 
revenge  their  perfonal  injuries  and  particular  op- 
preiBons,  and  being  goaded  by  a  keener  ^r,  thaa 
any  which  a  public  caufe,  or  general  motive  could  ' 
have  excited,  became  its  bittercft  and  moft  deter- 
mined  enemies.  Thus  the  whole  country,  wHh  too 
few  exceptions,  became  hoftilc ;  thofe  who  were 
incapable  of  arms,  ading  as  fpies,  and  keeping  a 
conimual  watch  for  thofe  who  bore  thcmj  fothat 
the  fmalleft  motion  could  not  be  made,  without  its 
being  expofed  and  difcovered,  before  it  could  pro- 
duce its  intended  effeft.  Such  were  the  untoward 
events,  that  in  the  winter  damped  the  hopes  of  a 
vidorious  army,  and  nipped  the  laurels  of  a  fore- 
going profperous  campaign. 

We  have  formerly  had  occafion  to  (hew,  the  bad'  indiaa 
fticcefs  which  invariably  attended  the  repeated  wan 
attempts  that  had  been  made,  of  calling  olF  the  at- 
tention and  force  of  the  fouthcrn  colonies  from  the 
fupport  of  the  general  alliance  to  their  own  imme- 
diate defence,  by  involving  them  effectually  in  civil 
war  anddomeftic  contention,  either  through  the 
means  of  the  well  affeftcd  in  general,  the  Regu- 
lators and  Highland  emigrants  in  the  Carolines,  or 
of  the  Netrroes  in  Virginia,  We  have  alfo  taken 
fome  fmall  notice,  of  the  charges  made  by  the  infur- 

gents 
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1777.    gents  in  fome  of  thefe  provinces  againft  their  gover- 


\J^r>Kj 


nors,  of  endeavouring  to  bring  the  favages  di^wn  to 
further  thofc  defigns- 

The  failure  of  thefe  attempts,  was  not  fufficient 
to  damp  the  zeal  of  the  Britifli  agents  among  the 
Indian  nations,  nor  to  render  them  hopelcfs  of  ftill 
performing  fome  eflential  fcrvice,  by  engaging  thefe 
people  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  to  attack  the  fouth- 
ern  colonies  m  their  back  and  dcfencelefs  parts* 
The  Indians,  ever  light  in  ad  and  faith,  greedy  of 
prefents,  and  eager  for  fpoil,  were  not  difficultly 
induced,  by  a  proper  application  of  the  one,  and  the 
hope  of  the  other,  concurring  with  their  own  natu- 
ral difpofition,  to  forget  the  treaties  which  they  had 
lately  confirmed  or  renewed  with  the  coloniils,  and 
to  engage  in  the  defign. 

It  was  held  out  to  them,  that  a  Britifli  army  was 
to  land  in  Well  Florida,  and  after  penetrating 
through  the  Creek,  Chickcfaw,  and  Cherokee  coun- 
tries, and  being  joined  by  the  warriors  of  thofc 
nations,  they  were  jointly  to  invade  the  Carolina^ 
and  Virginia,  whiHl  another  formidable  force  by 
fca  and  land,  was  to  make  a  powerful  impreffion  oa 
the  coafts.  Circular  letters  to  the  fame  import, 
were  fent  by  Mr.  Stuart,  the  principal  agent  for 
Indian  aflFairs,  to  the  inhabhants  of  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  requiring  all  the  well-aflfeded,  as  well  as  all 
thofe,  who  were  willing  to  preferve  themfelves  and 
their  families  from  the  inevitable  calamities  and 
dcftruftion  of  an  Indian  war,  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
repair  to  the  royal  ftandard,  as  foon  as  it  was  ereft- 
ed  in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  to  bring  with  them 
their  horfes,  cattle,  and  provifions,  for  all  of  which 
Uiey  were  promifcd  payment.  They  were  likewifc 
ircquired,  tor  their  prefent  fecurity,  and  future  dii- 
tindion  from  the  King's  enemies,  to  fubfcribc  im- 
mediately to  a  written  paper,  declaratory  of  their 
allegiance. 

The 
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The  fcheme  vis  fo  plaufiblc^  ^  carried  fuch  a    1777. 
probability  of  fuccefsy  that  it  feemed  to  have  had  a 
very  extenfive  operation  upon  the  difpofition  of  the 
Indians,  and  to  have  prepared  them  in  a  great  mea-* 
fure  for  a  general  confederacy  againfl  the  Colonies* 
Even  the  fix  nations,  who  had  before  agreed  to  the 
obfervance  of  a  ftri£k  neutrality,   now  committed 
feveral  fmall  afts  of  hoftility,  which  were  afterwards 
difowned  by  their  elders  and  chiefs.     The  Creek 
Indians,  more  Violent,  began  the  fouthem  War  with 
all   their  ufual   barbarity,  until  finding   that  the 
expeded  fuccours  did  not  arrive,  they,  with  a  fore* 
fight  uncommon  among  Indians,  flopped  fuddenly^ 
fhort,  and  rq)enting  .of  what  they  had  done,  were, 
in  tl^  pf efent  flate  of  affairs,  eafily  excufed  ;  and 
being  afterwards  applied  to  for  aififlance  by  the 
Cherokees,  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they,  the  lat- 
ter, had  trucked  the  thorn  out.  of  their  foot,  and 
were  welcome  to  keep  it«  ^        :> , 

But  the  Cherokees  fell  iqxm  the  adjoining  colo* 
nies  with  determined  fury,  carrying,  for  a  part  of 
the  fummer,  ruin  and  defolation  wherever  they  came, 
£c:alping  and  flaughtering  the  people,  and  totally  dew 
ftroying  their  fetdements.  They  were  foon,  how. 
ever  cl^ked,  and  feverely  experienced,  that  thing& 
were  much  altered,  fmce  the  time  of  their  former 
warfare  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that  the  martial 
^rit  now  prevalent  in .  the  colonies,  was  extended 
to  their  remoteft  frontiers.  They  were  not  only 
vepulied  or  defeated  in  every  adion,  by  the  neigh- 
bouring militia  of  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas,  but 
purfued  into  their  own  country,  where  their  towns 
were  demolifhcd,  their  corn  deftroyed,  and  their 
warriors  thinned  in  repeated  engagements,  until  the 
nation  was  nearly  extermiivited,  and  the  wretched 
furvivors  were  obliged  to  fubmit  to  any  terms  pre* 
fcribed  by  the  yiftors;  while  the  neighbouring 
nations  of  Indians  were  filent  and  paiTive  fpe£tat9rs 
of  their  calamities* 

E  c  e  Nor 
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Nor  neastbis  ladi^ii  sar  o^oir  fegtiwatr,  vidi  re- 
ified to  itg  cSk&  on  the  vsott-afidfted  on  tfaoia  qiiar- 
ten  ;  iviio  arc  not  only  ^d,  to  a  loan,  to  have  OC'? 
pre&d  d^  utmoft  avei£oa  tq  Ac  authors,  and  ab- 
horrence of  the  cruekv  of  duit  mcafurp^  but  ihafc 
tame  of  thp  diief  leaden  of  t^  tocies»  axowed  a 
fccahtatien  of  their  fbrxner  pciacipks,  merdy  upon 
diat  account* 


it  vat  in  the  midft  of  ^  huftie  and  d^ger  of 
Oeu^  the  war,  agd  when  the  ii:aic  of  fortune  feemed  to 
hang  heai^iy  agsdnft  dbcm,  by  the  de£eat  an  Loqg:* 
l^ixadj  and  the  fedudion  qf  New-Yoik,  at  a  ttqie 
yhen  ^  oreat  and  invincihlc  ibrae  by  fea  and  landy 
cariiQd  mtazj  and  Qonqueft  whficevec  it  4itcded 
its  c^r&,  dial  all  the  ^ih^s  of  the  €o^g;rck 
rentared  to  fign  th^t  remarkable  treaty  of  pei|ietual 
domp9&  and  union  between  the  thirteen  revolted 
colonies,  which  lays  down  aq  iaorasiable  fyftcm  of 
rules  or  laws,  for  their  government  in  all  public 
cafes  1;^  ndpe&to  eac^iodier  in  peace  or  war,  and 
U  al&^  extend^  to  their  conkmeice  with  ibreiga 
()ates.  This  piece,  which  may  he  confidercd  a&  a 
moft  dan^erou;  fqpplpmexg  to  tl^  Qeclaxafiiion  of 
faidcpcndeiicy ,  wa^publifhed.  uadec  the  title  of  Ar^ 
d^les  ol  Cdnfisd^nidon  fmd  Rp^petu^  Union  be- 
tsrecn  the  thirteen  ^ecified  ftatqs,  and  hajs  fiacc  re- 
ceivedi,  as  the  hece|!ary  %qis  would  pqunit,  the 
feparate  ratifica^ons  of  each  colony,  fipch  was  ia 
ffifcneral  the  fiate  p£  a£faurs.in  Amciica  at  the  clofe  of 
&i^  year   1;^^.    [JS^r  ik^a.  Artidct  at  ku^^  ftBit 
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SiaU  0/  affairs  at  Ne^^Tork  previous  U  the  ipefung  cf  ihecam* 
paifft.  Loyal ^  prcvineiab  eiiibodifd^  and  ptaad^^  u^d^r  jtkt 
^ffmn^ftd  of  Qa^ermr  Tryon.  .y  Expedstion  tp  Peeks,  Kilt^ 
Ti  Dastb^ff  nnJer  General  Trpn.  Magaxinh^  deflrtyed. 
Qeneral  Woofler  killed*  f^efels  and  provlfieni  de^royed  ai 
SiMg  Harbour f  by  a  detachment  fiopi  Connefiicut  under  fiolonel 
Meigs  •  Advantages  derived  hy^  General  Wajhtngton^fr^m  the 
detention  of  the  army  at  Nemh>Tork  through  the  tsfant pft^ts*. 
Different  fchemes  fi^gg^ft^dfir  conducting  the  operations  of  the 


thaenerHy.    SUrmifl^s*    Jtmericam  under  Lord  Sterling  de* 

fiated.     H^afinngton  regains  Bis  ftf^fg  cai^*  ,  ^^'^.o^^ 

pafs  ever  to  Staten  IJland*    Marm  exilted  by  the  preparations 

for  the  grand  extieaition*     General  P reject  carried  offjfoni 

SioJeJ^and.     Rate  of  ikerefi  itpon  tU  public  liaii^  itdHancei 

if  m  Cmp-efs.     Mbnumehts  dicretdfpr  tbi  Ge^erdls  ff^drrf^ 

nod  Mercer.    Fliet  and  army  depart  from  ^andj  Hpok,  Force, 

embarked  oH  the^xpedition*    Congrefs  and  ^^f/^^g^fi  alarmfd 

iy  fie  lofs  of  Ticdnderoga.     Fleet  arrives  a}  the  River  J^lk^ 

after  a  tidtous  voyage^  and  difficult  paffagi  u^*  Chefdfeak  Bay* 

Army  tarids  at  Elf  Ferry.     Declardtton  iffieS  by  the  General. 

Wafkington  returns  to  the  defence  of  Philadelphia.     Advances 

iatheBripidynvinit  ahdto  Rid-Clay  Cteek.  f^aript^  mdbeminte 

en beth fides.  Adionat  tbcBrandy^bte.    Gensral Knyphaufen 

makes,  ah  attack  at  Chad  s  Ford.     JLord  Cornnvallis  inarchei 

toutld  to  the  forks  of  the  Brandy^ine^  luiere  hepdffesy  in  order 

to  alfad  the  enemfs  right.     Deft  at  i  Ginerdl  SOl/vdn.    Pdr^ 

fites  bts  advantages  tentiljlepp^  by  night.     General  KiiyphaiUek 

paffes  at  Chad's  ford.     Enimy  every  where  defeat e4.  ,/^ff 

M  both  ffd^/.     Refie{iions  on  the  aiiion.     P'i^lory  net  decifive. 

Foreign  officers  in  the  American  fervice.  Motions  ^tki  Armies. 

ifhgagensdTft  prpveftted  bj  a  great  fall  of  rain.    Major-  Generat 

C^iy^fi^pritis  etnd  deftats  a  party  of  Americans  0ider  Gene*- 

redWayrie,     Royal  angy  paffes  the  SchtiflkUl^  apd  advances  tp 

Cerman'Tonnn.     Lord  Corri*wallis  takes  poffeffon  of  Philadeh' 

fhia.     Some  of  the  principal  inhabitants  fent  prifoiiers  to'Fir*' 

ffifiid^  u^oh  tie  approach  of  the  army.     Attack  oh.thi  n'ena  hat-^ 

Jeries  at  PhJlMlp^ia.     D^id^are  frigate  taken.    Works  con- 

ftrulted  bf  tbe  American/ to  render  the pe^ge  of  the  Dehnvare 

i^rprMicahle.     Succefiful  expedition  to  Billing* s  Fort^  and  a 

paffage  made  through  the  lo<vuer  barrier.     R^al  army  furprized 

and  attacked  by  the'  Americans  at  German- 1  oivh.     Americans' 

tepvlfrd  tffith  Hfsa^pefrfn^:  Brigadlkr  General  Agnrof,  and 

Colonel 
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1777*  Coiwel  Bird  iilled.  Army  reinovcs  to  fhiladelphia.  Unfuc^ 
\rr\J        cefsftd  attack  upon  the  enemy's  nuorks  on  the  DeianiHire*     hej^ 

Jians  refttifed  with  great  bfs  at  Red  Bank.  Colonel  Donof  killed, 
Augttfia  man  of  nuar  and  Merlin  fioop  deftroyed*  Kens9  and 
effeilual  me^ures  taken  fir  fircing  the  enemy* $  nvorkf.  Mad 
I/land  and  Red  Bankf  abandoned^  and  taken  with  their  artil^ 
lery  and  ftores.  Americans  hum  their  gallics  and  other  Jhip^ 
ping,  Faffage  of  the  Delaware  opened  to  Philadelphia,  Ge* 
neral  Sir  fVuliam  Howcy  folding  all  his  efforts  to  bring  Wajh* 
ington  to  d  general  action  fruitlefs^  returns  with  the  army  to 
Philadelphia.     Americans  Hut  their  catnp  at    Valley  Torge 

for  the  winter m 

WE  have  already  (hewn  the  ftate  and  fituatioa 
of  the  armies  in  America  during  the  winter 
and  greater  part  of  the  fpring.  As  the  feafon 
opened,  and  enlarged  the-  field  of  cnterprize,  our 
commanders  did  not  negled  feizing  thofe  advan* 
tagcs  which  nature  and  their  naval  fupcriority  pre- 
tented,  in  a  country  deeply  imcrfe&ed  by  navigable 
rivers,  and  continually  laid  open  in  other  parts  by 
the  numberlefs  inlets  and  channels,  which  the  pecu- 
liar conftru&ions  of  the  iflatlds  and  toafts,  admit  in 
their  jundion  wkh  the  ocean  and  thofe  rivers. 

L6yal  In  the  mean  time  a  confiderable  body  of  ^^rovin* 

Provioci-  ^j^  troops  was  formed  under  the  aufpices  of  Gc- 
^cT^and  ^^''^^  ^^  William  Howe,  which  by  degrees  amount- 
placed      cd  to  feveral  thoufand  men,  and  which  under  that 
under  the  denomination  included,  not  only  American,  but 
coirimand  Britifh  and  Irifli  refugees  from  the  diflPerent  parts  of 
iL  ®*       the  continent.    This  corps  was  entirely  officered, 
'^^"'     either  by  thofe  gentlemen,  who  for  their  attach- 
ment  to  the  royal  caufe  had  been  obliged  to  aban- 
don  their   rcfpcftive  provinces,  or  by  thofe  who 
lived  under  that  protedion  in  the  New-York  iflands. 
The  new  troops  were  placed  for  the  temporary  time 
of  their  fervice,  upon  the  fame .  footing  as  to  pay, 
fubfiftence,  and  clothing,  with  the  eftabliihed  na- 
tional bodies  of  the  royal  army,  with  the  further 
advantage  to  the  private  men  and  non-commiffion,ed 
officers,  that  they  were  entitled  to  confiderable  al- 
lotments 


v^v>^ 
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lotments  of  vacant  lands  at  the  end  of  the  troubles.  1777. 
This  meafure,  beiides  its  utility  in  point  of  ftrength, 
afforded  fome  prefent  provifion  to  thofe,  who  having 
loft  every  thine  in  this  unhappy  conteft,  were  now 
thrown  upon  the  crown,  as  dieir  only  refuge,  for 
fiipport ;  whilft  on  the  other  fide,  inftead  of  their 
being  an  heavy  and  unprc^table  burden  to  the 
crown,  they  were  placed  in  a  condition  which  en* 
abledthem  to  become  adive  and  ufeful  inftruments 
in  effecting  its  purpofes.  At  the  fame  time,  this 
acquifition  of  ftrength,  derived  from,  and  growing 
in  the  country,  carried  a  moft  flattering  appearance, 
and  feemed  to  indicate  refources  for  the  profecution 
ef  the  war  in  the  very  theatre  of  adion. 

• 

As  all  new  forc^  muft  of  courfe  be  much  fitter 
for  defence,  than  for  a&ive  fcrvice  in  the  field,  fo 
It  added  much  to  the  apparent  utility  of  this  mea- 
fure,  that  the  royal  provincials  could  immediately 
be  difpofed  of  to  the  ^reateft  a^X^ntage,  in  the  pro- 
te£tion  and  defence  ot  N^w^ork  and  the  adjacent 
iflands,  fupplytng  hereby  the  place  of  the  veteran 
troops,  and  affording  a  free  fcope  to  the  diftant  ope- 
rations of  the  grand  army.  To  render  this  defen* 
five  fyftem  for  tl^c  iflands  more  complete,  Governor 
Tryon,  who,  already  in  his  civil  capacity  command- 
ed the  militia,  and  who  had  taken  the  utmoft  pains 
in  its  eftablifliment,  was  now  placed  by  the  com-* 
mander  in  chief  at  the  head  of  the  new  corps,  under 
the  title  and  rank  of  Major- General  of  the  provin* 
cials,  whereby  he  was  enabled  effedually  to  com« 
bine  and  bring  into  action  the  joint  force  of  thefe 
fi^rate  bodies. 

The  great  natural  ftrength  of  the  country,  the 
vicinity  of  the  North  River,  with  its  convenience  in 
refpc^  to  the  feat  of  war,  had  induced  the  Ameri^ 
ciks,  during  the  winter,  to  ereSt  mills  and  eftablifli 
their  principal  magazines,  in  that  rough  and  moun- 
tainous trad:  called  the  Manor  of  Courtland.    Thus 

it 
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iffi.  It  tHftttlie  thdr  grand  rqxifitorf,  and  trnftti^  \k 
the  fecurity  of  th^  natnrai  dtadd,  iieidicir  indttftqf 
tl»  Waiftingf  nor  expence  ffne&y\n  atnmdUitly  (rfb^ 
fidmg  i€  tirith  immenfe  ftqipUcs  of  proVifionr^forsi^ 
tad  ftor^s,  of  all  forts.  A  phce,  otberwife  of  ito 
importance,  called  Peck't  Kill,  whicU  liea  abodt 
fifty  ifiiks  up  the  North  Rirer  from  New-Tork, 
jJETvtfd  as  a  kmd  of  port  to  Gomtland  Manor.  \sfj 


wbkh  it  boA  reoaived  provifions^  and 
Aif)pliei« 

9kt  William  Howd  was  well  aware  of  thefe  cir« 
eotfiftailces  in  general,  and  was  as  well  oonrinced 
of  the  dcdfive  confequeitces  wbiek  nlnft  enfiae  from 
the  cutting  off  thofc  lefources,  which  the  enemy 
bftt  with  fndi  infinite  labour  and  dtsaoKt  ateciiinu* 
fatted  for  the  fupport  and  profifcuiimi  of  the  war. 
▲  ttneral  attethpi  upon  Goortland  Hbmor^  wVyoU 
HOC  onty  be  dangerous,  from  the  flrengdi  of  thft 
country,  and  impradicability  of  the  grocmd  y  but 
muft  from  hs-  own  nature  be  renderdd  abortive  y  as 
tfee  )e»gtb^  ffeKf'paradey  and  the  mamnlier  of  tM  prS* 
pttratidDf,  wotdd  ^SotA  the  Americtaj  time  and 
Warning  to  aflemble  their  whote  force  in  that  quar* 
ter  i  where,  if  we  ftifH  perfifted  in  oui'  defi^,  wi 
muft  fight  under  every  poffibie  difinlvantage,  and  a 
moral  eerraimy  of  gf  eat  loiii ;  aAd  if  they  did  not 
dittfe,  even  upon  tbefis  terms,  to  faxBai^d  »i  engage* 
me«H  wkh  us,  Aef  would  hap^  AKBdent  thhe  to 
remote  their  magashiesv  beforb  wb  could  bring  tUt 
pWMii  n^  aifty  decifiontf 

Expedi-       Peek's  Kill,  was,  however,  within  nstok,  ahd'dm 

don  to     General  determined  to  profit  of  that  circumftance. 

Kn'*       Cotoisel  Bird,  with a'detaehmcAt of  aAxMt 500 inen, 

Mitof  the  corrdttt^  of  a  frigate  of  iflar,  alndp  other 

aniurdf  veflels,  waa  fcAti  da  board  fome  trtfadj^rta  up 

5*J^^      f6e  Iterth  River  for  that  fcrvicte*    The  encniy  iqpon 

^  ttar  afiproach  of  the  Britifh'  armament!^.  fiBdjffir,^  o^ 

AiAlUng  thettifelves,. unei^oil'tb  the' ddbnee  6t  thtf 

—  phce 
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]dfuz9»  Mid  being  eimv'mc^,  that  ther^  wm  rq  pof*  i!i77« 
Gbk  tious  to  remove  aay  thing  hut  their  arm«  aod  ^^^'^'^ 
hodieffy  kt  f\re  to  the  barracks,  and  principgi  ftore* 
houfea  and  thm  r^red  tfi  a  ftron^  pafs  at  i^ut 
two  miles  dift^nce,  which  comm^nwd  the  ratr^nce 
into  the  mountauuy  and  covered  a  road  whi^h  ted 
to  (ome  of  the  i^iik  aad  other  dbpofiti.  The  Britifli 
tpQops  \xpo\i  thdr  boding,  perceiving  that  they  could 
not  have  time  or  opportiiaity  to  brhfig  off  the  prpvi^* 
fions  or  other  articles,  completed  the  coaflagratioa. 
All  the  magazines  were  deftroyed.  The  troops  re« 
embarked  when  the  fenrice  was  performed,  and  the 
armafoient,  after  deftroying  icvend  (mall  craft  kden 
with  pravifionsy  returiied. 

This  fendce,  hmremes,  was  fiur  from  tSUmg  up  th^^ 
q[utline  of  the  Gtenpial^s  defiga.  The  magazines  at 
Feck's,  Kill  wore  not  of  the  in^iortance  and  i|i?gitt9 
tude  which  he  l^d  been  led  to  cspeck,  and  foivt, 
thing,  if  poflible,  muft  (till  be  donc;^  td  weakeatho 
enemy  by  outing  off  tl^ii^  cciburces.  He  obtained 
ii|teffigaice,  that 'the  Amei^icaas  had  depofitod  largo 
qii^atit^es  of  ftorea  and  pcovifio^s  in. the  town  op 
milage  of  Daabury,  aad  other  places  in  the  bosdora 
of  Gosinefkicut,  which  lay  contiguous  to  Gouitlaad 
Manoc  An  cxpecKtion  w^^  accordingly  undsstaken 
for  the  deftruftipn  of  thefe  depofits,  toe  chapge  of 
^'hioh,  as.  zft  intcodu^Uoa  to  his  new  miHtary  ^om* 
mand,  'was  committed  to  Go«qriy9c  Tvyon,  wj^(y  was 
affiflied  by  thofc  afiujve  and;  ablb  oA^ecs,  ifeig^dics 
Qeaeral  Agnew,  and  Sir  Y^llxaa^  £r(kine.  The 
expedittofi  was  faid  to. be  undertid^ea  on  aphmof 
Oeperal  Tcyon,  who  hadflatiered  himielf whAi  find^  AfAt^ 
ip^fj^  a  jun^ipn  p§  maay  psovinciaU  ia that  ({uarter.  aa 
iooa  as  he  ihould  z^^pcsa  whh  the  troops. 


The  detachment  appointed  ta  this  fensice*  confiflh  £xpedr- 
ed  of  about  2000  mea,  who,  being  paSed  thcouffh  tion  to 
the  Sound,  under  the  comtoy.  ot  a.  proper  naval  Daabury 
armament,  were  landed  near  Norwalk  in  Connedti-  . 

cut. 


4oo]  ne  HIST OKY  of  tbe         Chap.  IIV. 

1776.   cut,  about  20  miles  to  die  Soudiward  of  Danbury. 
^-^"^^''^^  Ai  the  country  was  in  no  ftatc  of  preparation,  nor 
under  any  apprehcnfion  of  the  defign,  the  troops 
advanced  without  interruption,  and  arrived  at  Dan- 
bury  the  fbUqwing  day«    They  now  perceived  that 
the  country  was  rifing  to  intercept  their  return,  and 
M«g«-     as  no  carriages  could  be  procured,  if  it  had  been 
#'°**#S^*  otherwifc,  to  bring  off  the  ftores  and  provifions, 
^        they  immediatety  proceeded  to  the  deflrudton  of 
the  magazine.    In  the  execution  of  this  prompt 
fervice,  die  town  was  unavoidably  burnt. 

TI^  detachment  returned  on  the  37th  by  the 
way  of  Ridgefield.  In  the  mean  time  the  Generals 
Woofter,  Arnold,  and  Silliman,  having  haftily  arriv- 
ed from  different  quarters,  .and  coUeded  fucb  mili- 
tia as  were  within  their  reach,  endeavoured  by 
every  poffible  means  to  interrupt  their  march,  until 
a  greater  force  could  arrive  to  fupport  them  with 
ettc6t  in  the  deiign  of  cutting  off  their  retreat.  The 
firfl  of  thefe  officers  hung  upon  the  rear  of  the  de« 
tachment,  whilfl  Arnold,  by  orofling  the  country 
gained  their. front,  in  order  to  difpute  their  pafiage 
SiroQgh  Ridgefield.  Nor  could  thm  excefient  onfer 
and  K)rmidable  appearance  of  the  Britiih  forces, 
who  had  large  covering  parties  well  fumiihed  «i& 
field  pieces  on  dieir  flanks  and  rear,  nor  the  tttnaod* 
tuary  manner  in  which  a  militia  not  very.namjaipii^ 
were  got  together,  prevent  the  Americai»,.f^^ 
every  advantageof  die  ground, from  making boU^rt** 
tempts  to  interrupt  the  progrefs  of  the  King's  zxmfm 
General  lu  one  of  thefe  fkirmifhes,  Woofter  an  experiOMsd 
Woofter  Provincial  officer,  who.  I;iad  ferved  with  fome  tbj^ 
tation  in  the  two  former  wars,  at  an  age  approadi^^ 
clofely  to  feventy,  and  in  the  adive  ^exertion  i£  M 
valour,  which  hivoured  more  of  raihnefs,  thaupf 
'  the  temperance  iahd  dilcretion  of  that  time  of  :^» 
\^as  mortally  wounded,  and  died  with  the  Ikmt  re- 
folution  that  he  had  lived.  .•  , 


klUed. 
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The  royal  forces  had  only  got  quit  of  Wooftcr,  1777. 
when  they  found  themfelves  engaged  with  Arnold,  v^v>^ 
who  had  got  poffeffion  of  Ridgefield,  and  with  Icfs 
than  an  hour's  advantage  of  time,  had  already 
thrown  up  fome  fort  of  an  entrenchment  to  cover 
his  front.  The  courage  and  difcipline  of  the  BritHh 
troops,  would  have  triumphed  over  an  enemy  more 
equal  in  force  and  condition.  The  village  was 
forced,  and  the  Americans  drove  back  on  all  fides. 
The  aftion  was  iharp,  and  Arnold  difplayed  his  ufual 
intrepidity.  His  horfe  having  been  (hot  within  a 
few  yards  of  our  foremoft  ranks,  he  fuddenly  difen- 
gaged  himfelf,  and  drawing  out  a  piftol,  mot  the 
foldier  dead  who  was  running  up  to  transfix  him 
with  his  bayonet. 

General  Tryon  lay  that  night  at  Ridgefield,  and 
renewed  his  march  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 
The  enemy  having  been  reinforced  with  troops  aiid 
cannon,  the  army  was  exceedingly  harraffed  during 
this  day's  march.  Everv  advantageous  poft  was 
fcized  and  difputed,  whilft  hovering  parties  on  the 
flanks  and  rear,  continually  endeavoured  to  difturb 
the  order  of  march,  and  to  profit  of  every  difficulty 
of  ground.  The  army  at  length  gained,  in  good 
time,  the  Hill  of  Compo,  within  cannon  fhot  of  the 
fhips.  It  was  then  evening,  and  their  ammunition 
exhaufled,  although  it  is  reported,  that  they  had 
been  fupplied  with  fixty  rounds  a  man  at  their  outfct 
upon  the  expedition.  The  forces  immediately 
formed  upon  the  high  ground,  where  the  enemy 
feemed  more  determined  ai\d  refolute  in  their  at- 
tack than  they  had  been  hitherto.  In  this  fituation, 
the  General  ordered  the  troops  to  advance,  and 
to  charge  with  their  bayonets.  This  order  was 
executed  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  the  enemy  was 
totally  broken,  and  every  thing  being  prepared  at 
the  fhore  for  their  reception,  the  troops  were  em- 
barked without  further  moleftation. 

Fff  Large. 
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i777«  l4urge  quantities  of  com^  flour,  and  lak  provi- 
fionS)  a  great  number  of  tents,  with  Yarious  military 
ftore$  and  neceflaries,  were  deftroyed  in  the  courfe 
of  this  expedition*  The  lofk  of  men  on  the  royal 
lide,  was,  as  ufual,  much  Ic&  confiderable  than  cQuld 
have  been  expeded }  the  whole,  in  killed,  wounded 
and  miffing,  amounted  to  1 72,  of  whom  more  than 
two  thirds  were  wounded.  The  general  I0&  under 
all  thefe  heads  on  the  American  fide  was  more  than 
double,  and  the  number  of  the  flain  about  four  to 
one*  On  the  Britiih  fide  no  officer  was  kiUed.  On 
thiMts,  bdides  General  Wooftcr,  they  lofl  three 
colonelSf  aiki.  a  Dr.  Atwater,  a  gentleman  of  con* 
fideratton  in  that  country.  The  number  of  officers 
that  happened  to  be  in  tnat  country,  and  to  aflem- 
ble  on  the  occafion,  was  out  of  all  proportion  to  that 
of  the  private  men ;  whilfl  the  raw  and  undifciplin- 
ed  flate  of  the  militia,  together  with  their  weaknefs 
and  point  of  number,  obliged  the  former,  as  well 
as  thofc  Volunteer  gentlemen  who  joined  them,  to 
uncommon  exertions,  and  to  expcie  thcxnfi^lves  in 
an  eiitraotcUnary  degree.  Thefe  drcUmftances 
may  account  for  the  number  of  men  o£  rank,  in 
their  fervice  who  fell  on  that  fide. 

Upon  the  wholes  the  cffeft  of  this  expedition  did 
not  probably  aniwer  the  cxpoStation  upon  which  it 
wa9  founded.  The  adual  public  flores  at  Danbury 
and  other  places  were  far  inferior  to  what  they  had 
been  fuppofed  or  rcprefented ;  and  though  much 
mifchief  was  done,  it  may  appear  doubtful,  whether 
the  loll  fuftained  on  the  one  fide  was  equivalent  to 
the  rlK)uc  encountered  on  the  other.  Events,  how- 
ever, are  not  to  be  confidcred  as  tcfts  of  condud, 
and  it  mttft  ever  be  one  of  the  firfl  obje£ts  with  a 
great  general^  to  render  the  force  of  the  enemy  in- 
efficacious by  cutting  off  their  relburces. 

It  was  perhaps  in  return  for  this  expedition  that 
the^  Coimediput  men  not  long  after  paid  a  vifit  to 

Long- 
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Long-IilAnd*     Having   received  mteUigeoce  dnt   «777. 
Commiflaries  had  for  bmc  time  1?ecn  employed  on  w>"^ 
die  eaft  end  of  Long-lfland^  m  procuring  ^or^ge^ 
grain,  and  other  neceflaries  £or  the  Britim  forces, 
and  that  thefe  articles  were  depofited  for  embarka* 
tion  at  a  little  port  called  Sagg  Harbour ;  the  dis- 
tance of  that  place  from  New  York^and  the  weak- 
Jiefs  of  the  protedion,  which  confifted  only  of  a  ^ 
company  of  foot  and  an  armed  fchooner  of  twelve 
guns,  afforded  encouragement  ibr  a  defign  to  frus- 
trate the  fcheme  of  fupplying  the  wants  of  the 
army.    The  principal  difficulty  and  dmger  Ifty  Jn 
pafling  and  repafling  of  the  Sound,  which  was  con- 
dtiuaUy  traverfed  by  the  Britxfh  tTuizer$« 

Colonel  Meigs,  an  cnterprtzing  officer,  who  had  VetkU 
attended  AmoW  in  the  expedition  to  (^ebec^  and  *pd  p^o- 
Isad  been  taken  prifoner  in  the  attempt  to  ftorm  dmt  V^^  ^ 
city,  conduced  this  enterprize.    Having  paffi:d  his  ^l  ^^^ 
deuchment  in  whale-boats  tSmnigh  the  Sound,  and  Harbour. 
landed  on  the  north  branch  of  the  Ifland,  where  at 
is  interfe&ed  by  a  bay  that  runs  in  far  fram  the  £aft 
end,  it  feems  by  the  account,  which  is  not  in  that 
part  very  clear,   as  if  they  had   carried  their  boats 
over  that  arm  of  the  land.    They,  however,  em- 
bifl^ed  ^ain  on  the  bay,  which  he  crofled  with  1 59 
men,  and  landed  on  the  fourth  branch  of  the  ifland, 
within  four  miles  of  Sagg  Harbour.    They  arrived 
at  die  place  before  day,  and  notwithftanding  the  re- 
finance they  met  \mh  from  the  guard  and  crews  of 
the  veflels,  and  the  vigorous  efforts  rf  the  fchooner, 
which  kept  up  a  continued  fire  of  round  and.  grape 
Aot  at  150  yards  diftanoe,  they  fully  Completed 
their  defign  ;  having  burnt  a  dozen  brigs  and  iloops 
which  lay  at  the  wharf,  and  entirely  destroyed  every 
diing  on  Ac  fhore.    They  brought  off  with  them 
about  90  prtfoncrs,  confiding  of  the  officer  who 
commanded  with  his  men,  the  commiifartes  and  moft 
of  the  mafters  and  crews  of  the  fmall  veffeH  which 
they  deilroytid.     A  circumftance  which  renders 

this 
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1777.  this  expedition  particularly  curious,  if  a  fad,  is 
aiferted  by  the  Americans.  They  fay,  that  the 
party  returned  to  Guilford,  iii  Connecticut,  in  25 
hours  from  the  time  of  their  departure,  having 
during  that  fp^ce,  not  only  effeduaily  completed 
the  defign  of  their  expedition,  but  having  traverfed 
no  lefs  by  land  and  by  water,  than  90  miles.  A 
•degree  of  expedition,  which  requires  fome  credulity 
to  be  admitted ;  and  from  whence,  if  the  faft  is 
eftabliihed,  it  would  appear  that  Meigs  poflefles  no 
inconfiderable  portion  of  that  fpirit  which  operates 
in  the  Canada  expedition. 

The  feafon  for  adtion  was  now  advanced ;  but 
from  fome  improvidence  or  inattention  unaccounted 
for,  at  home,  the  army  was  reftraincd  from  taking 
the  field  through  the  want  of  tents  and  field  equi- 
page. Lord  Cornwallis  however  made  (hift  with  the 
old  tents  to  encamp -the  forces  at  Brunfwick  on  the 
hills  that  commanded  the  Rariton^  and  along  the 
communications  upon  that  river  to  Amboy ;  the 
example  being  followed  at  the  latter  place  by  Gene* 
ral  Vaughan. 

This  delay  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the 
Americans.  The  winter  campaign  had  been  prin- 
cipally carried  on  by  detachments  of  the  militia, 
the  greater  part  of  whom  returned  home  when 
the  time  of  their  fervice  was  expired.  Others 
more  generous,  more  patient  of  toil,  or  more  fan- 
guine  in  the  common  caufe,  outftayed  the  allotted 
time,  merely  from  a  confideration  of  the  weaknefs 
of  the  army,  and  the  ruin  which  muft  attend  their 
departure  before  it  was  reinforced.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  buiinefs  of  recruiting  under  an  engage- 
ment of  fcrving  during  the  war,  or  even  for  three 
years,  went  on  but  flowly.  The  term  of  fervice 
was  contrary  to  the  genius  and  habits  of  the  people, 
and  the  different  provinces  found  the  greateft  diifi- 
culty  in  raifing  any  thing  near  the  ftipulated  pro- 
portion 
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portion  of  troops  which  had  been  allotted  for  each,  1777. 
by  the  Congrcfs.  In  this  extremity,  the  making  of  v^vn^ 
draughts  from  the  militia,  was  looked  to  in  feveral 
as  the  dernier  rcfort.  Such  an  ad  of  force,  how- 
ever, upon  thole  who  were  contending  for  liberty 
on  the  moft  enlarged  plans,  and  who  confidercd  all 
the  rights  .  of  freemen  as  facred,  was  irkfome  and 
dangerous.  Every  method  wa%  tried  to  avoid  hav-^ 
ing  recourfe  to  this  difagreeaWe  meafure  and  final 
refourcc.  In  fome  of  the  colonies  the  enlifting  of 
apprentices,  and  of  Irifli  indented  fervants  was  per- 
mitted, contrs^ry  to  former  refolutions  and  decrees, 
with  a  promife  of  indemnification  to  their  mafters. 
A^  a  farther  check  upon  the  increafe  of  the  force 
in  the  Jerfeys,  the  New-England  provinces  which 
abounded  with  men,  were  taken  up  with  their  do- 
meftic  concerns.  An  invafion  was  expefted  on  the 
fide  of  Canada  ;  Hudfon's-River  and  Rhode-lfland 
afibrded  continual  room  for  apprehenfion  ;  nor  did 
any  expedition  againft  Bofton  appear  at  all  impro- 
bable ;  efpecially  as  the  great  number  of  Britiih 
prizes  which  were  brought  into  that  port,  had,  be- 
fides  rendering  it  an  objcdt  of  the  ftril  importance, 
renewed,  and  even  increa&d,  if  poilible,  the  de- 
teftation  and  abhorrence  with  which  that  people 
had  been  long  regarded. 

In  fuch  circumftances  the  advantages  of  an  early  Advan- 
campaign,  and  the  benefit  which  the  enemy  derived  tages  dc- 
from  the  delay,   were  obvious.     The  fine  weather  "▼cd  by 
brought  reinforcements  from  all  quarters  to  the  Jcr-  p- Ws^fh- 
feys.    Thofe  who  Ihuddered  at  a  winter's  campaign  *°i^°°' 
grew  bold  in  fummer;    and  the   certainty  of  a 
future*  winter,  had  no  greater  cSe£t  than  diftant  evils 
ufually  have.     Upon  this  increafe  of  ftrength,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  May,  General  Wainington 
quitted  his  former  pofition  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
>  Morris-Town,  and  advancing  within  a  few  mUes  of 
Brunfwick,  .took  poffeffion  of  the  ftrong  country 
along  Middlcfirook. 

Upon 
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1 777*       Upon  this  fingle  movement,  buag  a  great  part  of 
^^"'^'^^^  the  ^ture  events  of  the  war  in  the  Jerlcys.    Wa(h- 
ington  turned  that  advantageous  iituation  to  everjf 
account  of  which  it  was  capable.  His  camp  winding 
along  the  courfe  of  the  hills,    ws^s  ftrongly  en- 
trenched, fortified,  and  well  covered  with  artillery  ^ 
nor  was  it  better  fecured  by  its  immediate  natural 
or  artificial  defence^  than  by  the  difficulties  of  ap- 
proach which  the  ground  in  front  threw  into  the 
way  of  an  enemy.    In  this  fituation  he  commanded 
a  view  of  the  Britifh  encampments  on  the  hills  of 
Brunfwick,  smd  of  much  of  the  interinediate  coun- 
try towards  that  place  and  Amboy* 
» 
Different      '^^  g^^^^  ohjcSt  of  the  camp2Ugn  on  the  (ide  of 
fchemes    New- York  ieems  to  have  been,  that  Sir  William 
rcfpca-    Howe  ihould  have  penetrated  through  the  Jerfeys 
>ng  the     ^^  ^g  Delaware,  driving  Wafliington  before  him, 
^*^"  fo  as  to  clear  thofe  provinces  entirely  of  the  enemy, 
at  the  fame  time  reducing  the  inhabitants  to  fo 
eficduai  a  (late  of  fubjedion,  as  to  eft^bliih  a  fafe 
and  open  communication  between  that  city  and  the 
army.   If  in  the  proTecution  of  this  deiign  the  enem|r 
hazarded  a  battle,  nothing  was  more  wifhed,  nor 
0>uld  any  great  doubt  be  entertained  of  foccefe ; 
or  if  they  conftantly  retired,  which  was  more  to  be 
expeftcd,  the  confcqucnces  in  regard  to  the  general 
objeds  would  be  nearly  the  fiime,  and  the  army 
having  by  the  rediidion  of  the  Jerfeys,  left  eveiy 
thing  fafe  in  its  rear,  and  fecijbrod  the  paflage  of  the 
I>dawaFet  would  of  courfe  become  mafters  of  Vhi- 
bdelpfaia,  which  from  its  fituation  was  inca]>able 
of  any  effe&oal  defence,  and  could  only  be  protcd- 
ed  by  Wafliiagkm,  at  die  certsun  ezpence  aed  ha- 
.   :Mrd  of  a  batue. 

la  lUs  manner  feveral  conceived  and  reifoned  ofi 
the  «5>cratioBs  in  Jerfcy.  Others  were  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  the  bringing  of  Wafhington  to  a  oed* 
five  adion  upon  terms  of  any  toterable  equality 

with 
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with  regard  to  ground,  in  fuch  a  country  and    ^^^^^ 
againil  nis  inclinations,  was  a  thing  impra£hcablc«  *  ^— 
That  if  he  could  not  be  brought  to  fuch  an  adion 
in  fuch  a  manner,  fo  as  wholly  t<»  drive  him  out  of 
the  Jerfeys,  the  attempt  tojpafs  a  river  like  the  Dela* 
ware,  full  of  armed  vefleU  in  its  ftream^  ftrong  • 
forts  in  its  iflands,  ^reat  obftruftions  in  its  channels, 
with  an  enemy  in  tront,  and  leaving  a  ftrong  army 
in  rear,  would  be  a  very  unadvi£erd  enterpri3e :  and 
the  failure  in  it  would  be  the  total  and  immediate 
ruin  of  the  royal  caufe  in  America* 

On  the  other  hand^  if  the  obftades  in  the  Jer« 
feys  were  found  fo  great  that  they  could  not  be 
orvercome  without  much  lofs  of  time  and  expencc 
of  blood,  it  was  thought  advifeable,  in  thoie  circum- 
ftances,  to  profit  of  the  powerful  naval  force,  and 
the  infinite  number  of  tranfports  and  vefiels  of  all . 
forta  which  lay  at  New- York;  to  combine  thia 
powerful  auxiliary  (which  had  hitherto  produced 
fuch  fignal  advants^es,  in  every  inftance  where  it 
could  be  brought  into  aftion)  with  the  land  force, 
and  bv  conveymg  the  army  by  fea  to  the  place  of 
itg  deftination,  to  elude  all  thofe  difficulties  by  which 
the  paffage  through  the  Jerfeys  might  be  clogged. 
In  this  alternative,  the  object  was  ftill  the  fame, 
the  means  of  attaining  it  being  only  changed.  Phi- 
ladelphia was  the  immediate  point  in  view.  If 
that  objed  was  properly  cbofen,  and  the  general 
opinion  at  that  time  pointed  it  out  as  the  moft  eli-* 
gible,  the  pafTage  by  fea  feemed  the  moft  fecure  of 
its  effe£bs,  though  unquettionably  th^  floweft  in  the 
operation,  ITic  Delaware,  or  the  great  bay  of 
Ohefapeak^  opened  the  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
richelt  and  belt  of  the  central  colonies,  and  led 
either  direftly,  or  by  crofling  a  country  of  no  great 
extent,  to  the  poffeffion  of  that  place.  That  point 
gained,  Philadelphia  was  to  became  the  place  of 
arms,  and  center  of  adion,  whilft  every  part  of  the 
diree  hoftile  and  flouriihing  Province^  of  P«ifvl« 

vafua. 
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1777.  vania,  Virginia,  and  Maryland,  would,  from  their 
"  ^^  '  deep  bayl  and  navigable  rivers,  be  expofed  to  the 
compofed  powerful  action,  and  continual  operation 
of  the  land  and  marine  force.  However,  before 
this  plan  was  adopted,  as  we  fliall  fee,  meafures 
were  taken  in  the  Jerfeys,  if  poifible,  to  bring  Wafh- 
ington  to  an  adion. 

^ 

The  operations  in  the  fouthem  or  central  pro- 
vinces, however  efficacious  or  extenfive,  did  not, 
by  any  means  include  all  the  great  objeds  of  the 
campaign.  Something  was  of  courfe  to  be  exped- 
ed  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  where  a  very  confiderable 
army  had  been  colleded,  and  by  the  fuccefs  of  the 
laft  campaign  on  the  lakes,  had  a  way  opened  for 
it  to  penetrate  into  the  back  parts  of  the  New- 
England  and  New-York  provinces.  The  command 
in  this  expedition  was  commttied  to  General  Bur- 
goync,  who  was  reported  to  be  author  of  the  plan. 
The  great  body  was  to  be  feconded  by  a  leffer  expe- 
dition from  the  upper  part  of  Canada,  by  the  way 
of  Ofwego  to  the  Mohawk  River.  This  fcheme 
was  eagerly  adopted  by  the  Minifters,  who  founded 
the  greateft  hopes  upon  its  fuccefs.  All  the  advan- 
tages that  had  ever  been  expeded  from  the  complete 
poffeffion  of  Hudfon's  'River,  the  eftabliihment  of 
a  communication  between  the  two  armies,  the  cut- 
ting oflF  the  intercourfe  between  the  Northern  and 
Southern  Colonies,  with  the  confequent  opportunity 
of  crufhing  the  former,  detached  and  cut  oflF  from  . 
all  aifiitance,  it  was  now  hoped  would  have  been 
realized.  The  greater  hopes  were  conceived  of  it, 
from  the  opinion  entertained  of  the  effefl  of  the 
favages  on  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  It  was 
known,  that  the  Provincials  in  general  were  in  great 
dread  of  them,  from  their  cruel  and  defolating 
manner  of  making  war.  Thefe  were  therefore  col- 
lected at  great  oipence,  and  with  much  labour, 
from  all  parts  of  the  continent.  In  a  word,  this 
escpedition  feemed  .to  Jbecome  the  favourite  objeft 
of  the  prefent  year.  The 
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The  tents  ^nd  field  equipage,  with  a  body  of  1777. 
Aftfpath  troops,  and  a  number  of  Britifli  and  Oer- 
matt  fefcfuits,  having  at  length  arrived  at  New-York 
by  the  beginning  ot  June,  the  GcAeral,  Sir  WOliam 
Howe,  paffcd  over  to  the  Jerfcys,  and  took  the  field 
about  the  middle  of  that  mbntn.  The  enemy  were 
now  in  a  ftrong  ftate  of  defence.  Walhingtort's 
army,  befidds  the  advantages  it  derived  from  the 
inacceffible  pods  which  it  occupied,  was  become 
more'confiderable  as  to  number  and  force.  Several 
bodies  of  the  New-England  troops,  under  the  Gene- 
rals Gates,  Parfons,  and  Arnold,  advanced  tp  the 
borders  of  the  Nprth  River,  where  they  were  reacjy 
t(S  pafs  over  to  the  Jtrfeys,  whenever  opportunity  in- 
vited their  aftion,  or  the  neceffity  of  their  friends 
demanded  their  afliftance.  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Jerfey  militia  aflembled  from  every  quarter  with  the 
greateft  alacrity,  fo  that  in  every  pofition  it  took, 
and  motion  it  made,  the  anhy  was  watched  and  en- 
vilroncd  by  enemies. 

The  General  left  nothing  untried  that  ceuld  j)ro- 
V6ke  Wafhington  to  an  engagement,  and  no  mea- 
furc  unefTstyed  that  could  induce  him  to  quit  his  po« 
fition.  He  pufhed  on  detachments;  ahd  made 
movements,  as  if  he  intended  to  pafs  him,  and  ad- 
vance to  the  Dehware.  This  manoeuvre  proving 
ineffedual,  he  advanced  in  the  front  of  his  lines, 
where  he  continued  for  four  days,  exploring  the 
approaches  to  his  camp,  and  accurately  examining 
the  fituatioil  of  his  pofts,  hoping  that  fome  weak 
or  unguarded  part  might  be  found,  upon  which  an 
attack  could  be, ventured  with  a  probability  of  fuc- 
ccfs,  or  that,  in  the  nearnefs  of  the  armies,  chance^ 
inadvertence,  impatience,  or  error,  might  occafion 
fome  movement,  or  bd  produdive  of  fome  circum- 
ilanceg,  ^which  would  open  the  way  to  a  general  en- 
gagement. All  thefc  hopes  were  truftrated.  Wa(h- 
mgton  knew  the  full  value  of  his  fituation.  As  he 
had  too  much  temper  to  be  pravokcdju  fupjiti^ed, 

G  g  g  into 
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ijyy»  into  a  derelidion  of  his  advantages,  fo  he  had  too 
\b<yv  .much  pehetration  to  lofc  them  by  circumvention  or 
fleigbt*  And  be  had  too  long  proHtec).  of  qiat  rute 
of  condud  from  which  he  had  not  onte  liithcrto 
deviated  during  the  courie  of  the  troubles^  of  never 
committing  the  fortune  of  America  to  the  hazard 
of  a  fmgle  a£Uon,  to  depart  from  it  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  when  it  was  not  even  demanded  by  any  ur- 
gent neceffity* 

Sir  William  Upwe  did  not  yet  feem  to  have  abaa^ 
doned  his'defign,  of  enticing  Wafluneton  to  quk 
his  faftneflcs.  He  fuddenly  retreated,  and  with 
fome  apparent  marks  of  precipitation,  from  bis  po« 
fition  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  and, witliidrawinjgr 
his  troops  fromBrunfwick,  returned  with  the  whole 
army  towards  Amboy.  If  the  Oeneral's  idefigii 
was  what  we  hive  fuppofed,  this  movement  pro- 
duced all  the  immediate  eflcd  which  be  could  have 
expeded.  The  army  was  eagerly  purfued  by  feye- 
ral  large  bodies  of  the  American  regular  forces  as 
well  as  of  the  Jerfey  militia,  under  the  commaad 
of  the  Generals  Maxwel,  I.ord  Sterling;  and  Con- 
way; the  latter' of  whom  was  a  Colonel  of  the 
Irim  Brigade,  and  one  of  that  niimeroui  train  of 
ofEcers  m  the  French  fervice,  who  hkd  taken  an 
active  part  agaiiiil  Great  Britain  in  this  unhappy 
civil  war. 

«  • 

Such  trifling  advantages  as  the  bell  regulated  re^ 
treat  muft  afford  to  the  purfucra,  and  fome  excefles 
committed,  perhaps  with  a  view  to  the  general  dc- 
fig'^yby  the  retiriiig  foldicrs,  ferved  tolncreafe  tEc 
ardour,  and  inflame  the  pai&ons  of  the  Americans. 
The  meafiires,  which  the  General  immediately 
adopted "  at  Amboy  compleatcd  the  delufion.  The 
bridge  which  was  intended  fdr  the  Delaware,  was 
thrown  over  the  channel  which^  feparates  the  Con- 
tinent from  Staten  iCand.  Tlie  fieavy  baggage,  and 
all  the  incumbrances  of  the  army,  were jj^ied  over. 

**   .Some 
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Some  of  the  trpops  followed^  and  every  thing  was    1777. 
in  immediate  ptc^ration  for  the  paifage  of  the  reft    v^vn^ 
of  the  army.    By  thefe  judicious  meaiures^  if.  the 
immediate  defign  failed'  of  tSt&y  every  thing  was 
forwarded  as  much  as  it  could  be  for  the  intended 
embarkation :  a  meafure  of  which  the  Americans  ' 
had  as  yet  no  knowledge. 

Every  thing  concurred,  along  with  the  vanity  na- 
tural to  mankind,  in  inducing  the  Americans  to  be- ' 
lieve,  that  the  retreat  was  not  only  real,  but  that  it 
J)roceedcd'  from  a  knowledge  .of  their  fuperiprity, 
and  ^a  dread  of  their  power.:  Even  Wafhington 
himfelf  with  all  his  caution  and  penetration,  was  to 
far  impofed  upon  by  the  feint,  that  he  quitted  his 
fecure  poft&  upon  the  HiUs,  and  advanced  to  a  place 
called  Quibble^town,  (o  be  the  nearer  at  hand  fbr 
the  proteAion  or  fupport  of  his  advanced  parties. 

The  Britifh  General  loft  no  time  in  endeavouring  Tumi  ' 
to  profit  of  thofe  circumftancei.  He  immediately  fuddcnly 
marched  the  army  back  by  different  routes,  from  *"^  *^-. 
Amboyi^    fte  had  thiree  obieds  in  view.    To  cut  ^*"^^* 

n-r      "^        J*     i_  •       -J    1      J  "^        #    J  •  ^     upon  the 

off  feme  of  the  principal  advanced  parties  ;  to  come  enemy. 
up  with,  and  bring  the  enemy  to  an  engagement  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quibble-town  ;  or,  if  this  de- 
fign,  through  the  celerity  of  the  enemy,  failed  iti 
the  cffed,  it  was  intended  that  llord  Comwallis, 
who,  with  his  column,  was  to  take  a  confiderable 
circuit  to  the  right,  Ihould,  by  turning  the  enemy's 
left,  take  poffeffion  of  fome  paffes  in  tne  mountains, 
which,  their  fituation  and  command  of  ground, 
would  have  reduced  them  to  a  necefEty  of  abandon- 
ing that  ftroiig  camp,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 
them  fo  advantageous  a  fecurity. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  difperfed  the  fmaller  ad-  gj^j^. 
vanced  parties  of  the  enemy,  fdl  in  at  length  with  miuics. 
Lord  Sterhng,  who  with  about  3000  men,  ilrongly 
polled  in  a  woody  country,  and  well  covered  by  af- 

tiilcry 
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1777.   tiUery  judiciouQy  4ifpofcd,  not  only  lay  full  in  Wis 
.  v^vNj  way,  but  (hewed  a  determination  to  difpute  his  paf- 
Amcri-     fsjgc  with  vigour  and  firmncfs*   The  ardour  excited 
cans  un-    upon  this  occafiou  by  an  emulation  between  the 
dcr  Lord.  Britifb  and  Heffian  troops  was  confjncupus  and  ir- 
dcfcatel    r^^^^J^l^*     -A.il  obftacles  gave  way  to  their  impc- 
tuofity  in  preffing  forward,  to  try  who  fhould  9bta^l 
the  honour  of  firft  coming  to  a  clofc  engagement 
with  the  enemy.     The  party  of  Americans  firft  at- 
tacked, unable  to  withftand  the  ihock,  were  foon 
routed  op  all  fides,  having  fuflained,  befidcs  no  in- 
confidcrable  lofs  in  men,  that  of  three  pieces  of 
.brafs   ordnance,  which  were  taken  by  the  Britiih 
Guards,  and  the  Hcflian  grenadiers. .  The  purfuit 
wa^,  continued  a;  far  as  Weftficld,  but  the  w^oods, 
and  the  ihcenfe  heat  of  the  weathfry.  prevented  its 
effea. 

Wafliinff-      '^  ^^  mean  time,  General  Wafhington  foon  per- 

ton  re-     ceived,  and  as  fpee^ily  remedied  hi|  error,  by  with- 

gainthii   drawing  his  army  from  the  plains,  aiui  ag^  fe- 

*rong      covering  his  ftrong  camp  on  the  hi)ls.  -  A^  the  fame 

^*^*       time,  penetrating  iqto  Lord  CornwaUis's  further  dc- 

fign,  he  fecured  thofe  (Irong  paflfes  in  tbe.moutuains, 

the  poffeffion  of  which  by  the  Britifli  troops,  would 

,  have  expofed  him  to  the  neceffity  of  ^  critical  change 

of  pofition,  which  could  npt  have  been  cxecutoi 

without  danger.    »  ,  ,/     i        . 

Royal  ar-      Thus  was  this,  apparently  well  cpnccrted  fcheme 
my  pafs    of,  bringing  the  enemy  to  an  aflion,  or  at  leaft  of 
over  to     withdrawing  them  from  their  ftrong  holds,  rendered 
Mand."     abortive,  by  the  caution  and  prudence  of  G^ner^l 
Wafliington.     Sir  William  Howe^was  now  convin- 
ced, that  he  was  too  firmly  attached  to  his  defcnfive 
plan  of  conducUng  the  war,  to  be  induced  by  any 
means,  other  than  by  fame  very  clear  and  decided 
advantage,  to  hazard  a  general  engagement.    No- 
thing then  remained  to  be  done  in  the  J^rfeys.    To 
advance  to  the  Dela^varc,  tljrough^a  country  entirely 

hoflile. 
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hoftile,  and  with  fuch  a  force  in  his  rear,  appeared  1777. 
to  the  Briti(h  commanders  no  better  than  madnefs.  v^>r^ 
All  delay  was  therefore  not  only  friritlefs,  but  a  waftc 
of  that  time  and  feafon,  which  might  be  emplbyed  to 
great  advantage  elfcwhcre.  The  General  accord- 
ingly returned  with  the  army  to  Amboy,  on  the 
fecond  day  from  its  departure  on  the  expedition, 
and  pafled  it  over  on  the  next  to  Staten-Ifland,  from 
whence  the  embarkation  was  intended  to  take  place. 

The  preparations  for  this  grand  expedition  excited  Alann 
a  general  alarm  throughout  the  Continent.   Bofton,  excited 
thc;  North. River,  the  Delaware,  Chefapeak  Bay,  **y ^**« 
and  even  Charles-Town,  were  alternately  held  to  P"^*?^ 
be  its  pbjefts.     General  Wafliington,  in  purfuance  ^^^^ 
of  the  intelligence  which  he.  continually  received  grand 
from  New-York,  and  the  other  iflands,  was  con-  expedl- 
ftantly  dijjttLtching  exprefles  to  put  thofe  places  upon  ^®"' 
their  guards  againft  which,  from  immediate  infor- 
mation, he  fuf^ofed  for  the  time  the  (lorm  to  be 
direded.     It  ^^s  one  of  the  manifeft  advantages  of 
proceeding .  by  fca,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  Wafli- 
mgtpn  dn"e£tly  to  know  where  the  ftorm  would  fall. 
H9  mufl;  therefore  keep  his  pofijtion  ;  and  the  Ktng^s 
CM'my  mufl  neceifarily  make  a  conliderable  progrefs  • 
'  towards  its  objeft,  before  he  could  be  in  a  condi- 
tion to  refift  them ;  and.  fuch  a  progrefs  would  not 
leave  him  that  choice  of  polls,  by  which  hitherto        ^ 
he  hac)  avoided  a  general  adion. 

Daring  the  ceiTation  procured  by  preparation  onxscneral 
the  one  fide,  and  apprehenfion  on  the  other,  a  Prcfcot 
fpirited  adventure  on  the  fide. of  Rhode  Ifland,  not  "rried 
only  retaliated  the  furprize  of  General  Lee,  but  ^J^^ 
feemed  to  procure  an  indemnification  for  his  perfon.  m^^l^' 
Colonel  Barton,  a  Provincial,  with  feveral  other 
officers  and  volunteers,  paffed  by  night  from  t*rovi-^ 
dcncc  to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  though  they  had  a  long" 
paffage  by  water,  they  eluded  the  watchfulnefs  of 
the  fliips.  of  war  and  guard  boats  which  furrounded 

the 
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1 777.  fhfe  mind;  ihi  cofldhaed  illfcir  t^trpritit  with  fdch 
^^^^^  ^eficc:  KbTdhcfs,  atid  dcif tflt^i  tKSt  thej^  furprized 
Q€h:  Ffclcol,'  who  commanded  W  ctiief^  in  his  ^inr* 
lerl,  arfd  Brought  hira  and  hii  Aid-de-Cam]j>',  ihrough 
ill  tWt  p&nls,  faft  to  the  Contiftfent  This  Rttic 
iiv&itxxrc  prbdutcd  much  c>^ultatioh  on  the  one 
frdci  dnd  more  regret  than  it  fecnicd  to  dcfcrvc  on 
the  oftifcr,  from  tte  influence  which  it  niuft  nccefla- 
rily  have  on  the  dcftih4!tiori'of  Gfeheral  Lee.  It  was, 
however,  particularly  galling  and  grievous  to  Gene- 
ral Prefcot,  who  riJS  long  before  had  carried  mat- 
?cts  fo  fnth  a  length,  as  to  let  a^  ^Tfte  upon  Armild, 
and  Afffer  a  Reward  for  taking  his  i^rfon,  as  if  he 
had-  befcri  i  comtnoh  out-liw  6t  r6bbir ;  art  infalt 
^mUAvmd  WiftedS^eiy  rifturiied,  byfcmngii 
inKnor  prict  \ipoxi  the  Geh^rafs  peribn. 

Ratcoi'  S6mi  tim^  p'reVibhs .  to  tfiife  traftfS6it)ii$»  the 
intcrcft  Congi^cR  K4a  fduVid  it  neccflary  to  adva'nce  the  rate 
^SbHc  ^f^^i^cfc:ft:  upon  the  large  loari  whitih  they  prppofed 
£j"n*        fo'r\thl4'  fetvide  arid  upon  the  credit  6f  ^e  united 

rr6vii\tcs,frAni  foiif,  >Vhlcfe  \lras*  firft'offcired,  tolu: 
Monu*  1^.  dirniv  As  *a  tcftiftibhy  of  ptihfic  gratitude,  fltcid 
mentsde-  a  Miirc  ihcitefiieftt  to,  What  tWy  corifTdicrtd  or 
creed  for  He^Rp  out^  as  Yirttfi  aiid'  patriotifm,- thef  ordfred, 
LcraU  "  ^^^'  ^  mmiment  flittlild  be  erdftcd  at  BoftonV  m 
Warren  hoiWiii'  6f  Majbr  0^nl^ral^'\V'alrreii,'  wHo  cbmmafifliSd 
and  zm  ftll  in-  the  engagement  at  BiiriRfePsHill,  iM 

Mercer,     another  in  Virginist,^  in  honour  of  fifigadfer  General 

Mercer,  who  was  {lain  in  the  action  near  Prince- 


rtlbrib  of  thfc  dt<feafi?d:  THfcy  fiktfWfe  do 
that  the  ciaai'foh  of  tfie  fHriricr  of  tfaaegi^ncitoeii, 
aHfl-the  youngeft Ton  of  thtliiftAV  fflSuRr  beedti^ 
caU'd  at  the  cxpcnde  of  tlii  Unlttd*  6iai«'.  .  As 
Mefccr  hada  good'  landed  eftktc,  thfc  wo^ety  of 
adiipting  his  youngeft  fon  as  the  child  or  the  puoGc 
is  obvious. 

Not 
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])^ot?ffitJil^m4iqg  ^h^  pjtcpawtions  tl  1 777- 

been  m^de  for  the  e^pbar^^ian,  ani;  *-^W  ■ 

aSgrilccl  by  l^ic  crews  of  ftw\r  ^op  ve  Fleet  and 

are  ;hc  mjayQidabl?  di;lays  incident  imiTde. 

tions  y/Uen  at  all  extcnfivc,  that  it  w:  ^ndy"^ 

ajd  of  July  that  the;  fleet  ai^d  afiay  \j  Hoo^ 

'  part;  from  £>ajidy  ^oak.  In  Oi^dei^  n: 
to  pcrpfex  *ft4.  '^'^9'yp  *^^  ^"i^™^*  •] 
dcrcd  foipc  ti;aJjfBPf tSj  i^th  a,  (|lip  a 
as.  a  loatiiig  h^tt^ry*  up  the  Nafth 
bcfpre  t^c.  ein^afitati9a  V3S  coippl 
wtiicb  iucccccled,  lb  far  a^  to,  induce  Wafiiinfftoa 
to  detach  a  cotv|j>fl9rable  h<f^  oi  bis  anny,  atr^^ 
tlvU  riy^r. 

.The  %ce  th^t  ^ro^rlti:d,  uroq  the  e3£p?4i''Pn.  Forec 
confiftffl  of  36  iiritiflf  and  Ijlfcffi^,  b^p^lLgou,  in:,  embarked 
cluiling  the  ught  infantry  and.  gr^i)a^i9r3,  witji  jonthc ex- 
powerful  artillery,   a  New-York  corps  called  the  P*^"™- 
<^en,'8  ]^gf  rs,  aad^  1  regjnjgn(  of  light  horfc. 
Sev(^^en\a^ian$,  with  a/^giinent  of  light  hprfe, 
and,  the  ren)ain.(|cr  of  th9  new  Fcovincial  corps, 
were  If^  f^r.the  protedion  of  ^i;w,*Yorli^  and. the 
adjoining  iCUnds.     lUipde  i9^{i4i  ^^?  occupied  by 
feVe^  batfaliojis.     So  m^ich.^as  the  a^ve  force  of 
thf  afTny^rejliajpCfi,  b'ythe  pofleffion,  Vfjiich.  it  was, 
however,  i^di^nfably  i\cceJ&ry  to,  hoi(^,  of  thefe;  , 
important po^.  It  is  &(|,  that  ti^  Q^eral  intended 
to' nav6  tgjsfn  a,£^e}ijer .  force,  with  him  upon  the 
C3tpoditf9n ;    but  th^t  uppnthe,  reprcfcntations  ,of 
General  Cli/a^5>i),  \v|io  was  to  con^niand  in  his  ab- 
fepce^  of,  the  dangpp  to  wbi^h  the;  iflands  would  be 
expofcd,  from  tlieextenfivencfo,of  their  coa(ls,and 
thc.gre^t,  nuiiibfrr'of.poils  th^t  v/eijc  ncceflarny  to  . 
be^  maintained^  ,he  acknowledged  the  force  of  th^fc 
arguments  by  rela|p.iUng  feveral  regiments.  Coogreft 

8tWalh. 

Whilftbptb  Gefl.  WafMngtpn  and  the  Congrcfs  ington 
were  fuflificntly  cngMcd,  by  their  attention  to.thc  L"?f*f 
movement^,  and  appr^eiifiqn  of  the  defigns  of  the  t,^T«icoa- 
powerful  derogi. 
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1777.  powerful  fleet  and  army  which  was  conduced  by 
the  brother  Generals  and  Gommiffioners,  the  rapid 
progrefs  of  General  Burgoyne  on  the  fide  of  the 
Lakes,  and  the  unaccounuble  condn&  of  their 
commanders  in  abandoning  Ticonderoga,  were 
events  fo  alarming  and  unexpeded,  that  ukcy  could 
not  fail  to  perplex  their  counfels,  and  coniideraUy 
to  impede  their  deteofive  preparations  in  other  parts. 
The  Congrefs  behaved  with  finnnefs  in  this  exigcn* 
cy.  They  immediately  ilTued  orders  for  a  rccal  to 
head  quarters,  and  an  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of 
the  general  officers  who  had  abandoned  Ticonde* 
roga ;  they  direded  Wafhin^n  to  appoint  other 
commanders ;  and  they  lil^wife  diredcd*  fahn  ta 
fummon  fuch  numbers  of  the  militia  from  the 
caftern  and  central  provinces  for  the  northern  fer* 
vice,. as  he  (honld  d6em  fufficient  for  reftraining  the 
progrefs  of  the  enemy.      .  -  • 

The  voyage  Warf  far  from  being  favourable  to  the 
fleet  and  army,  engaged  on  the  expedition.  It  cofl 
them  a  week  to  gain  the  Capes  of  Delaware.  The 
information  which  the  commanders  received  there, 
of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  enemy  for  rendering 
the  navigation  of  that  river  impradicable,  afforded 
fo  little  encouragement  to  the  profecution  of  their 
deiign  by  that  way,  that  it  was  given  up,  and  a 
paffagc  by  Chefapeak  Bay  ,^  to  that  part  of  Maryland^ 
which  lies  to  the  Eafl  of  that  vaft  inlet,  and  not  at  a 
very  great  diftance  to  the  South-Wefl.  of  Philadel- 
phia, was  adopted  in  its  place,  as  prefenting  fewer 
obftaclcs  to  their  operations.  The  winds  were  fo 
contrary  in  this  part  of  the  voyage,  that  the  middle 
of  Auguft  was  turned  before  they  entered  Chefa- 
peak Bay ;  a  circumftance  highly  inconvenient  and 
irkfome  in  that  hot  feafon  of  the  year,  with  fo  great 
a  number  of  men  and  horfes,  crowded  and  cooped 
up  in  the  vcffcls-;  but  which  muft  have  been  attend- 
ed with  the  Hioft  fatal  cbnfcquences,  if  the  forefight 
of  the  commanders  had  pot  guarded  againfl^  every 

event 


ChA!^*  XIV.        Civil  War  in  AMERICA.        [417 

event  by  the  unbounded  provifion  they   had  made   1777. 
for  the  voyage,  as  a  failure  in  any  one  article,  even  v^vx^ 
that  of  water,  would  have  been  probably  irreme- 
diable. 

The  winds  fortunately  proved  fair  in  the  bay,  fo  Fleet  ar- 
that  the  fleet  gained  the  mouth  of  the  River  Elk  "^^*  *^ 
near  its  extremity,  in  fafety,  through  a  moft  intri-  £iu  ^^^ 
cate  and  dangerous  navigation  for  fuch  a  multitude 
of  veffels,  in  which  the  Admiral  performed  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  a  commander,  inferior  officer,  and 
pilot,  with  his  ufual  ability  and  perfeverance.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  up  the  Elk  as  far  as  it  was  capable  of 
admitting  their  paffage,  the  army  was  at  length  re- 
lieved from  its  long  and  tirefome  confinqpient  on 
board  the  tranfports,  being  landed  without  any  op- 
pofition  at  Elk  Ferry,  in  a  degree  of  health  and  con* 
dition  which  could  fcarcely  have  been  expeftcd  on 
the  a5th  of  Auguft.  Whilft  one  part  of  the  army 
advanced  to  the  head  of  Elk,  the  other  continued  at 
the  landing  place,  to  prote£i  and  forward  their  ar- 
tillery, (lores,  and  neceffary  provifions,  the  General 
not  permitting  the  troops  to  be  much  incumbered 
with  baggage  ;  indeed  the  fcarcity  of  carriage  ren- 
dered even  a  great  abridgment  in  the  article  of  tents 
neceflary* 

In  the  mean  time.  General  Wafhington,  with  the  Wafhmg 
army  from  the  Jerfeys,  had  returned  to  the  defence  ^o"  ^<^- 
of  Philadelphia,   and  upon  advice  of  the  defcent  at  ^"''"?  ^* 
Elk,  advanced  to  the  Brandy  wine  Creek,  or  River^  ^^^^^^  ^f 
which,  eroding  the  country  about  half  way  to  that  Philadel. 
city,  falls  into  the  Delaware.     Their  force,  includ-  phia. 
ing  the  militia,  amounted  to  15,000  men,  which  was 
probably  about  the  number,  making  the  neceffary 
allowance  for  ports  and  communications,  that  the 
royal  army  could  bring  into  aftion, 

* 
Sir  William  Howe,  in  order  to  quiet  and  concili- 
ate the  minds  of  the  people  in  Penfylvauia,  the  De- 
li h  h  laware 
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1777.    lawarc  Counties  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Maryland, 
^^^"'^''^  and  to  prevent  a  total  defertion  and  defolation  of  the 
Declara-  ^^o^i'^try  in  the  front  of  the  army,  publiflied  a  decla- 
tiuii  iffu-   ration,  in  which  he  promifcd,  that  the  ft  rift  eft  re- 
ed by  the  gularity,  good  order  and  difcipUne,  fliould  be  obfer- 
Gcncral.   yed  by  the  army,  and  the  moft  pcrfed  fecurity  and 
cfFeftual  proteftion   afforded   to  all  his  Majefty's 
peaceable  and  well  difpofed  fubjefts  ;   extending  at 
the  fame  time  this  fecurity  and  proteftion  to  fuch 
perfons,  who  not  having  been  guilty  of  affuming 
Icgiflative  or  judicial   authority,   might   otherwife 
have   aded   illegally  in  fubordinate  ftatibns,    upon 
the  provifo  of  their  immediate  return  to  their  habi- 
tations, and  peaceable   demeanor  for  the  future. 
He  alfo  offered  a  free  and  general  pardon  to  all  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  inarms,  who  fhould  furrender 
themfelvcs  to  the  royal  army. 

It  was  not  till  the  3d  of  September,  that  the  ar- 
my was  ^enabled  to  quit  the  head  of  Elk,  and  pur- 
fue  Its  courfe  towards  Philadelphia.  In  the  mean 
time  the  enemy  had  advanced  from  the  Brandywine, 
and  taken  poft  on  Red  Clay  Creek,  from  whence 
thev  pulhed  detacbtnents  forward,  to  occupy  difficult 
ports  in  the  woods,  and  to  interrupt,  by  continual 
fkirmiflies,  the  line  of  march.  As  the  country  was 
difficult,  woody,  and  not  well  known,  and  that  the 
genius  of  the  enemy  lay  to  profit  of  fuch  circum- 
itances,  the  General  advanced  flowly,  and  with  ex- 
'  ..4  traordinary  caution.     He  was  from  neceffity,  as  well 

as  difpofition,  fparing  of  his  troops.  Recruits  were 
brought  from  a  prodigious  diftance,  and  procured 
with  difficulty  even  at  the  fource.  Every  man  kill- 
ed, wounded,  or  taken,  was  to  him  an  irreparable 
lofs,  and  fo  far  as  it  went,  an  incurable  weakening 
of  the  army,  for  the  prefent  year  at  Icaft.  On  the 
othct  hand,  the  enemy  were  at  home.  Every  lofs 
they  fuftcred  was  not. only  immediately  repaireil, 
but  the  military  ability  of  the  furvivors  was  increafcd 
bv  every  deftrudion  of  their  fellows. 

This 
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This  caution  could  not,  however,  prevent  fomc    1777. 
fkirmiflics,  in  which  the  royal  forces  were  almoll  ^''"x'^^' 
always   viftorious.      It  does  not  appear   that  the 
Americans  made  all  the  ufe  that  might  be  expe6ted 
of  the  advantage  which. the   country  afforded  for 
harrafling  and  impeding  the  progrefe  of  the  Britifli 
army.     After  feveral  movements  on  both  fides,  the 
enemy  retired  beyond  the  Biandywine,  where  they    '^ 
took  poflcflion  of  the  heights,  anci  covered  the  fords, 
"With  an  evident  intention  of  difputing  the  paffage 
of  that  river. 

« 

In  this  fituation  the  Britifh  army,  at  day  break,  Scpt.  n 
advanced  in  two  columns  towards  the  enemy.     The    * — ^ — ' 
fight,  under  the  command  of  General  Knyphaufen,  ^  . 
inarched  diredly  to  Chad's  Ford,  which  lay  in  the  ^^^  to"thc 
center  of  the   enemy's  line,  where  they  cxpefted,  Brandy- 
and  were  prepared  for  the  principal  attack  5  their  wine,  and 
right  and  left  covering  other  lefs  prafticable  fords  J^  ^^^ 
and  paffages  for   fomc  miles  on   either  hand,     -^q^v 
heavy  cannonade   commenced  on  both  fides  about 
ten   o'clock,  which  was  well  fupported  during  the 
day,  whilft  the  General,   to  amufe  and  deceive  the 
pncmy,  made  repeated  difpofitions  for  forcing  the 
Ford,  the  paffage  of  the  river  feeming  to  be  his  im- 
mediate  and   determined   objeft.     To  impede  or 
fruf Irate  this  defign,  they  had  paffed  feveral  detach- 
ments to  the  other  fide,  who,  after  a  courfe  of  (kir- 
mifhes,  fometimes  advancing,  and  at  others  obliged 
to  retire,  were  at  length  finally,   with  an  eager  pur- 
fuit,   driven  over  the  river.     Thus  the  noife  and 
femblance  of  a  battle  was  held  up,  and  the  expedta- 
tion  kept  continually  alive  to  the  mod  immediate 
and  decifive  confequences. 

Whilfl  the  attention  of  the  Americans  was  thus  Various 
fully  occupied  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Chad's  Ford,  move- 
and  that  they  fuppofed  the  royal  force  was  in  their  7"^'^^^  ^^ 
front.  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  the  head  of  the  fccond  ^^^^^ 
column,  took  a  long  circuitous  march  to  the  lelt, 

until 
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1777,  ^^^'^1  h*  gained  the  Forks  of  the  Brandywine,  inhere 
K^^^r^^  the  divifion  of  the  river  rendered  it  of  courfe  more 
prafticable.  By  this  very  judicious  movement,  his 
jLordflilp  paOTed  both  branches  of  the  river  at  Trim- 
bles, and  at  Jcffery's  Ford,  without  oppofition  or 
difficulty,  about  two  A'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
then  turning  fliort  down  the  river,  took  the  road 
to  Dilworth,  in  order  to  fall  upon  the  enemy's 
right. 

General  Wafhington  having,howevcr,  receivedin- 
telligence  of  this  movement  about  noon,  endeavour- 
ed, as  well  as  he  could,  to  provide  againfl.  its  effecl, 
by  detaching  General  Sullivan  with  all  the  force  be 
could  venture  to  withdraw  from  the  main  body,  to 
oppofe  Lord  Cornvvallis.  Sullivan  fhewed  a  con- 
fiderable  (hare  of  judgment  and  ability  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  commidion.  He  took  a  very  ftrong 
pofition  on  the  commanding  grounds  above  Birm- 
in^ham  church,  with  his  left  extending  tawards  the 
Brandywine,  his  artillery  advantageoufly  difpofed, 
and  Doth  flanks  covered  with  very  thick  woods. 

A£lion  at  As  this  difpofition  obliged  Lord  Cornwallis  to 
the  Bran-  form  a  line  of  battle,  it  was  about  four  o'clock  be- 
dywmc.  f^j.^  ^\^^  action  began.  Neither  the  good  difpofition 
of  the  enemy,  the  advantages  of  lituation,  nor  a 
heavy  and  well  fupported  fire  of  fmall  arms  and  ar- 
tillery, were  at  all  luTicient  to  r-e (train  the  impc- 
tuofity  of  the  Briiilh  and  Hcflian  troops.  ITie  light 
infantry,  chafTeurs,  grenadiers,  and  guards,  rufhing 
on  through  all  obdacles  and  dangers,  drove  the  cnc- 
mv,  in  fpite  of  all  their  eflForts,  though  not  without 
a  i'pirited  oppofition,  from  their  pofts,  and  purfucd 
them  pellmeil  into  the  woods  on  their  rear.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  part  of  the  enemy's  right,  which  had 
not  been  broken,  took  a  fccond  ftrong  pofition  in  a 
wood  on  the  fame  fide,  from  whence,  after  fomc 
confiderable  refinance,  they  were  diflodgcd  and  pur- 
fued  by  detachments  from  the  fecond  line. 

Several 
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Several  bodies  of  the  troops  that  were  firft  en-   1777. 
gnged,  got  fo  deeply  entangled  in  the  woods  through  ^^>^v^^ 
the  eagernefs  of  purfuit,  that  they  were  not  able  to 
rejoin  the  army  before  night.     In  the  mean  time, 
as  the  rnain  and  coUefted  body  continued  advan- 
cing, they  came  upon  a  corps  of  the  enemy  which  ' 
had  not  yet  been  engaged,  and  which  had  taken 
poiTeffion  of  a  ftrong  poft,  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  defeated  wing  of  their  army.     A  very  warm 
engagement  now-enfued,  and  this  poll  was  fo  vigo- 
roufly  ^defended,  that  it  was  fome  time  after  dark 
before  it  could'  be  forced.     The  darknefs,  the  un* 
certainty  of  the  ground,  of  Qeneral  Knyphaufen*s 
fituation, 'together  with  the  extreme  fatigue  which 
the  troops  had  undergone,  in  a  long  march  and  . 

fevere  adion,  which  had  fcarcely  admitted  of  the 
fmalleft  rcfpite  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  day, 
all  concurred  in  preventing  the  army  from  purfuing 
its  advantages  any  farther. 

General  Knyphaufen,  after  fuccefsfuUy  amufing  General 
the  enemy  all  day  with  the  apprehenfion  of  an  at-  Knyp- 
tack  whicn  he  did  not  intend,  made  his  paflage  good  l^a^^cn 
in'  the  evening,   when   he  found  that  they  were  "J!   l  ^^ 
already  deeply  engaged  on  the  right.     He  carried  Chad  s 
the  entrenchment,  and  took  the   battery  and  can-  Ford, 
jion,  which  defended  and  covered  Chad's  Ford.    At 
this  inftant,  fome  of  the  Britifh  troops,  who  had  Q^^y^^]^ 
been  entangled  in,  and  had  penetrated  through  the  lis  attacks 
woods,  threw  the  enemy  into  fuch  a  confufion,  that  the  ene- 
an  immediate  retreat,  or  rather  flight,  took  place  "^y'^ 
in  all  parts.    The  latenefs  and  darknefs  of  the  even-  ""^S   ' 
ing,  prevented  a  purfuit  here,  as  it  bad  done  on  the 
right. 

A  few  hours  more  daylight  would  have  been  Lofs  cm 
undoubtedly  productive  of  a  total  and  rvunous  defeat  b<5th  tides 
to  the  Americans. 

A 


422]  The  HISTORY  0/  fhi  Chap.  XIV, 

1777.  A  part  of  their  troops,  among  whom  were  parti- 
^^"^^"^^  cularly  numbered  fonie  of  the  Virginia  regiments, 
and  the  whole  corps  of  artillery,  behaved  exceeding 
well  in  fome  of  the  actions  of  this  day,  exhibiting  a 
degree  of  order,  firmnefs,  and  refolution,  and  pre- 
ferving  fuch  a  countenance  in  extremely  Iharp  fcr- 
vice,  as  would  not  have  difcredited  veterans.  Some 
other  bodies  of  their  troops  behaved  very  badly. 
Their  lofs  was  very  confiderable,  which  probably 
was  the  caulc  that  it  was  not  particularly  fpecified  in 
their  own  accounts.  In  the  Gazette  it  was  com- 
puted^ at  about  300  killed,  600  wounded,  and  near 
400  taken  prifoners.  They  alfo  loft  ten  fmall  field 
pieces,  and  a  howitzer,  of  which  all,  but  one,  were 
brafs. 

The  lofs  in  the  royal  ani^y  was  not  in  proportion, 
being  fomcthing  under  five  hundred,  of  which  the 
flain  did  not  amount  to  one  fi^fth.  The  officers  fuf- 
fered  confiderably,  efpecially  in  wouuded,  though 
no  one  of  higher  raiik  than  a  captain  was  killed. 
The  enemy  retreated  firft  to  Chefter,  and  on  the 
next  d'dy  to  Philadelphia.  The  vidorious  army  lay 
that  night  on  tlic  field  of  battle. 

RcfleaJ.  Walhington,  fo  far  as  we  can  judge  at  this  dif- 
onson  the  tance,  feems  to  have  been  more  out-gene  railed  in 
adion.  ihis  adion,  than  any  other  fmce  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  This  conclufion  is  not,  however,  to  be 
confidcrcd  as  ellablilhed  j  as  we  are  fcniible  that  it 
may  be  well  queftioned,  from  the  premifes  even 
before  us.  The  defence  of  fuch  a  length  of  river, 
interfered  with  fords,  and  fome  at  remote  diftances, 
was  undoubtedly  imprafticable.  If  it  be  alked  then 
why  the  attempt  was  made,  it  may  be  anfwered, 
that  lii^  great  objcd  was  to  harrafs,  and  to  interrupt 
the  progrefs  of  the  royal  ai:;my  to  Philadelphia,  by 
every  poffible  means,  which  did  not  involve*  his 
own  in  the  rifque  of  a  general  engagement ;  that 
even  a  fuperior  lofs  of  men,  was  not  to  be  confi- 

dered 
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dered  by  him,  to  whom  perhaps  it  was  neceffary  to    1777. 
learn,  even  by  a  dangerous  experiment,  the  improve-   ^^>^vxy 
mcnt  and  (late  of  his  own  troops.     His  choice  of  a 
poft  on  the  Brandywine,  in  preference  to  thofe  more 
defcnfible  that  were  nearer  to  Philadelphia,  has  been 
ccnfured ;  but  how  far  this  choice  was  altogether 
in  his  power  does  not  fully  appear.     And,  however 
difficult  he  was  in  point  of  intelligence,  with  refpeft 
to  Lord  Cornwallis's  movement,  he  (hewed  great     » 
ability  in  his  endeavours  to  remedy  that  negligence, 
by  the  prompt  and  judicious  meafures  which  he 
took  to  covev  his  right.     Whatever  the  merits  or 
demerits  were  on  this  fide  of  the  queftion,  it  muft 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  movements  of  the  royal 
army  were  judicious  and  mafterly. 

The  prcfcnt  unhapppy  conteft  was  fo  interefting  ..  . 
to  foreigners,  and  rendered  America  fo  confpicuous  ^^  ^y^^  ' 
a  theatre  of  aftion,  that  it  drew  bold  and  enterpriz-  armiei* 
ing  fpiritfe,  from  different  parts  of  Europe^  either 
merely  in  fearch  of  glory  and  rank,  or  to  acquire 
military  experience  and  improvement.  Among  the 
numerous  inftances  of  this  nature  which  might  be 
given,  a  few  are  heceflary,  and  will  be  fufficient. 
The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  a  young  French  noble- 
man, of  the  firft  rank,  and  of  large  fortune,  was  fo 
carried  away  by  this  enthufiafm,  as  to  purchafe  and 
fireight  a  (hip  with  military  (lores  (in  whith  he  em- 
barked with  feveral  of  his  friends)  for  the  fervicc 
of  the  Americans ;  he  bore  a  command,  and  was 
wounded  in  this  aftion.  The  Baron  St.  Ovary^ 
another  French  Volunteer,  for  whofe  rcleafe  the 
Congrefs  (hewed  a  particular  attention,  was  foon 
after  made  a  prifoner.  De  Coudry,  a  French  Gene- 
ral, was  about  this  time  drowned  in  the  Schuylkill, 
through  his  eagernefs  to  come  in  time  into  adion. 
Rcf  he  de  Fermoy,  was  a  member  of  the  coimcil  of 
war,  who  had  figned  the  refolution  for  abandoning 
Ticonderoga.  Pulawfki,  a  noble  Pole,  commanded 
a  detachment  of  American  light-horfe  in  the  action 

of 
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1777.  of  the  Brandy win^.  Count  Grabouflde,  another 
^-'^^^  Polifli  nobleman,  was  about  the  fame  time  killed 
on  the  North  River,  exhibiting  great  intrepidity 
on  the  Britifli  fide,  and  beitowing  his  laft  breath  in 
encomiums  on  the  undaunted  courage  difplayed  by 
the  partners  of  his  danger,  and  witneffes  of  his  falL 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in  the  battle*  of  the 
Brandywine,  the  provincial  forces  were  met  in  the 
field,  and  with  no  very  grqat  advantage  of  fitua* 
tion.  A  viftpry  was  clearly  obtained  over  them  f 
but  it  was  not  of  that  final  and  decifive  kiad  which 
the  public  had  expeded  as  the  certain  confequence 
of  fuch  a  meeting.  People  rarely  confider  how 
much  trivial  and  accidental  circumftances  render 
all  things  of  this  kind  extremely  uncertain,  even 
with  any  fupcriority  of  troops,  or  goodnefs  of 
generalihip* 

Motions  Notwithftanding  the  viftory  of  the  king's  troops^ 
of  the  and  the  precipitate  flight  of  the  enemy,  the  royal 
army  proceeded  with  caution  and  circumfpeftion  \ 
and  it  did  hot  fecm  unneccflary ;  for  the  enemy* 
did  not  feem  diilieartened  \  and  Mr.  Wa&ington 
exerted  himfelf  with  ability  and  diligence  to  repair 
his  defeat.  The  army  was  polled  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Concord  and  Aihtown,  whilft  a  detachment 
was  fent  to  feize  on  Wilmington  which  was  made 
a  receptacle  for  the  lick  and  wounded.  Upon  a 
movement  towards  Golhcn,  the  General  received 
intelligence  upon  his  march,  that  the  enemy  had 
quitted  Philadelphia,  aiid  were  advanced  upon  the 
Lancailcr  road,  a  tew  miles  above  that  place.  Upon 
this  advice,  he  took  fuch  effedual  meafures  for 
bringing  t$u  in  to  an  immediate  engagement,  that 
nothing  but  the  event  which  followed  could  have 
frurtratcd  his  defign-  An  cxceffive  fall  of  rj^in, 
which  overtook  both  armies  upon  their  march,  and 
which  continued  without  any  intermiffion  for  24 
••      -  ♦  ..  hours. 


armies. 
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hours,  rendered  both  parties  equally  and  totally    1777. 
incapable  of  aftion. 


In  the  courfe  of  a  number  of  movements  on  Major- 
both  fides,  which  took  place  for  fome  days  after,  General 
and  in  which  every  meafure  was  ineffe^ally  ufed,  p"^^' 
to  involve  the  enemy  in  iimilar  circumflances   to  ^^^l 
tfaofe  which  they  had  fo  lately  and  with  fuch  lofs 
efcaped,  intelligence  having  been  received,  that 
General  Wayne,  with  1 500  men,  was  lying  in  the 
iK^oods  upon  fome  icheme  df  enterprize,  in  the  rear, 
and  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  left  wing  of  the 
army,  Major-General  Grey  was  detached  at  night,  g^^^  ^^^ 
with  2  regiments,  and  a*  body  of  light  infantry,  to       '     ' 
furprize  that  corps.    That  General  conduced  the 
enterprize  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs ;  and,  per* 
haps,  in  emulation  of  a  remarkable  adion  of  the 
late  war  in  Germany,  took  effedual  meafures  that  a 
fingle  (hot  fhould  not  be  fired  in  the  courfe  of  the 
expedition,   and  that  the  execution  fhould  only  be 
done  by  the  point  of  the  bayonet.     In  the  profecu« 
tion  of  this  defign,  the  enemy^s  out  pods  and  pic- 
kets were  compleatly  furprized  and  forced  without     > 
noife,  about  one  in  the  morning,  and  the  troops 
being  guided  by  the  light  of  their  fires,  rufhed  ia 
upon  the  encampment,  where  a  fevere  and  filent 
execution  took  place,  about  300  being  killed  or 
wounded  upon  the  fpot,  and  a  number  of  prifoners 
taken  ;  the  remainder  efcaping  by  the  darknefs  of 
the  night,  and  fome  prudent  difpoiittons  made  by 
the   officer  who  commandefi  the  Americans,  with 
the  lofs  of  the  greater  part  of  their  baggage,  arms, 
and  ftores.     The  viftors,  in  this  brilk  adion,  loflt. 
only  a  captain  of  light  infantry  and  three  private 
men,  with  about  the  fame  number  wounded. 

The  General  finding  that  the  enemy  cduld  not  by  Royal 
any  means  be  brought  to  aftion,  and  that  they  were  army  adU 
evidently  abandoning  even  the  proteftion  of  the  ^°^^  ^^ 
capital,  father  than  h^ard  that  final  decifion,  made  ^'^^^ 

1  i  i  fuch 
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1 777.    fiKih  movements  and  took  fuch  pofitions  as  gave  hkn 
v>^v-^  the  command  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  enabled  him,  at 
length,  to  pafs  the   army  over   that  river   without 
""~*  ^^'  opporition.     There  being  nothing  now  to  impede 
his  progrefs,  the  army  advanced  to  German  Town, 
walS*"*'  and  Lord  Comwallisj  on  the  next  morning  took 
tak<r<        ponelTion  of  Philadelphia.     ITius  was  the  rich  and 
]K>lTcnion  flouriihing  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  capital  late  of 
of  Phiia-  the  moft  rifmg  colony,  and  attended  with  the  moft 
dclphia.    fiiigutar  circumftances,  that  hiftory  can  give  any 
e>cample  of,  and  the  feat  of  that  Genera!  Congrcfs 
of  delegates,  who  dilpcnfed  laws  and  government 
to  the  Continent  of  North  America,  reduced  with- 
out oppofition^  and  confequently  without  damage. 

This  circomftancc  was  more  fortunate  tfcan  had 
been  expeftcd ;  for  it  was  even  fpoken  of  by  them- 
felvcs  as  a  fettled  and  fixed  determination,  to  de- 
ftroy  the  city,  whenever  it  was  found  that  it  could 
be  no  longer  protcftcd,  rather  than  fuffcr  it  to  be- 
come a  place  of  arms,  and  the  centre  of  operation 
to  the  Britifti  fleets  and  armies.    A  number  of  the 
Some  of  Quakers,  and  fome  other  of  the  principal  inhabi- 
thc  pnn-  tants  cf  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
cipal  in-    twenty,  who  had  been  juftly  confidercd  as  ftrongly 
ffiu  ^^"!^  attached  to  the  royal  caufe,   and  violently  inimical 
foncre"to  ^^  ^^^  prefcnt  ruling  powers,  had  been  taken  into- 
Virginia    cuftody  upon  thc  immediate  danger  of  an  invafion* 
Thefe  gentlemen  pofitively  refufcd  to  give  any  fc* 
cutit}'in  writing,  or  even  verbal  attcftation,  of  at- 
tachment, fubmiffion,  or  allegiance,  to  the  prefent 
government,  or  of  not  holding  a  correfpondence 
with  thofe  whom  they  reprefented  as'  enemies.  They 
even   refufed  to  confine   thcrafelves  to   their  re- 
fpcftive  dwclHng-houfes,  atid  boldly  appealing  to 
the  laws  for  redrefs  and  fecurity  to  their  perfons, 
ftronp;Iy  reproached  thofe,  who  under  the  pretence 
of  aflerting  and  protecting  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
jcS:,  hr^d  invoi\-ed   the  whole  continent  in  civil  war 
and  contention,  and  who  tlius,  at  the  fame  time,  b\ 

thc 
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jic  moft  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  mamicr>  deprived  1777. 
himof  hispcrfonai  liberty,  andof every  fccurity  which  v^>rv 
he  derived  from  the  laws.  They  were  anfwered, 
that  the  laws  thcmfelves,  and  all  other  confiderations 
muft  gav«  way  to  the  public  fafety,  in  cafes  of  great 
and  imminent  danger  i  that  there  was  no  new  or 
jNirticular  hardftup  in  the  prefent  meafure,  which 
was  juftificd  by  the  pradice  of  all  ftates  in  fimilar  cir- 
cuimtances  ;  that  in  England,  in  its  higheil  (late  of 
freedom,  and  under  its  tiappieft  ffovemments,  the 
Habeas  Corpus  law  was  fufpended  in  cafes  of  inter- 
nal commotion,  or  the  ^ppreheniion  of  foreign  in* 
vafion  i  that  there,  fufpicion  only  was  a  furacient 
ground  for  fecuring  the  perfon  of  the  fubjcflt,  with- 
out regard  to  rank,  quality,  or  any  iecurity  hje 
might  propofe  to  give  for  his  peaceable  demeanor  ; 
but  that  their  fituation  was  much  more  favourable 
to  then^felves,  if  their  incorrigible  obftinacy,  their 
dangerous  defigns  againft  the  (late,  and  tlieir  mortal 
enmity  to  the  government,  had  not  precluded  them 
from  its  benefit ;  they  were  not  retained  in  prifon 
merely  upon  fufpicion,  however  ftrong  and  well 
founded  that  was,  and  however  iuftifiable  the  mea- 
fure  would  be  upon  that  ground  only  ;  it  was  im- 
mediately in  their  power  to  return  in  tne  moft  unre- 
ftrained  liberty  to  their  habitations,  only  by  com- 
plying with  that  very  moderate  teft  of  their  princi- 
pies  and  conduct  which  was  required,  and  ihewing 
that  obedience  to  government,  and  good  difpofition 
to  the  ftate,  which  every  member  of  fociety  owed  to 
the  community  to  which  he  belonged,  as  a  return 
for  the  protcdion  which  he  received.  But  that  as 
they  denied  all  allegiance  to  the  ftate,  they  of  courfe 
difclaimed  its  protedion,  and  forfeited  all  the  pri- 
vileges of  citizcn-lhip  j  whilft  by  refufing  every  fc- 
curity for  their  peaceable  demeanor,  they  could  only 
be  confidexed  as  its  moft  dangerous  and  determined 
enemies.  As  thefc  gentlemen  were  unconquerable 
in  their  refolution  not  to  fubmit  to  the  propofed 
tcft,  they  were  fill  fent  off  to  Staunton^  in  Virginia, 

as 
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1 7  77.   as  a  place  of  fccurity,  upon  the  approach  of  the  roy* 
^•v'^  al  army. 

As  foon  as  Lord  Howe  had  received  inteOfgence 
of  the  fuccefs  at  the  Brandy  wine,  and  the  deter- 
mined progrels  of  the  army  to  Philadelphia,  he 
took  the  moft  fpeedy  and  effe&ual  meafures  for 
conducing  the  fleet  and  tranfports  round  the  Dela- 
ware, not  only  to  be  at  hand  to  concur  in  the  aftive 
operations  of  the  campaign,  but  to  fupply  the  army 
with  thofe  provifions,  ftores,  and  neceflaries,  which 
he  knew,  mufl  by  that  time  have  been  indifpcnfably 
neceflary.  The  voyage  was  intricate,  tedious,  and 
dangerous }  and  nothing  lefs  dian  the  fuperior  flnll 
and  ability  which  was  exerted,  in  the  condu£t  and 
management  of  fo  great  a  number  of  ihips,  codd 
have  prevented  the  lofs  from  being  confiderable. 
^s  the  paiTage  to  Riiladclphia,  was  yet  impra£ti« 
cable,  the  fleet  drew  up  and  anchored  along  the 
weflem  or  Penfylvaniii  fhore^'  from  Reedy  Ifland  to 
Ncwcaftle, 

When  the  Britifli  troops  had  taken  poflcflion  of 

Philadelphia,   their  firft  objcd  was  the  ereding  of 

batteries  to  command  the  river,  as  well  to  prevent 

the  intcrcourfe   of  the  American  veflels   between 

their  upper  and  lower  polls,  as  to  proteft  the  chy 

Attack     ^^^^  ^"y  infult  by  water.     The  neceffity  of   this 

on  the      meafurc  became  obvious,  almoft  as  foon  as  it  was 

pew  bat-  determined  upon.     The  v^ry  day  after  the  arrival  of 

terJcs  at   .  the  forces,  the  American  frigate  Delaware,  of  32 

Philadcl-  ^0uns,  anchored  within  500  yards  of  the  unfinifhed 

f  ^*'        batteries,  and  being  feconded  by  another  frigate, 

with  fome  fmaller  vefleis,   they  commenced,   and 

fupported  for  fome  hours,  a  very  heavy  cannonade, 

both  upon  the  batteries  and  the  town.     They  did 

not,  however,  difplay  the  judgement  which  their 

knowledge  of  the  river  might  be  fuppofed  to  aflbrd. 

Upon  the  falling  of  the  tide  the  Delaware  ground* 

cd  fo  efiedually  that  {he  could  not  be  got  oft,  whieh 

being 
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'  being  foon  perceived  by  the  grenadiers,  they  brought    1 777. 
their  battalion  field  pieces  to  play  upon  her  with  fo  v^w-/ 
true  a  dircdtion  and  excellent  cffeft,  that  the  Dela-  j)^/a'ware 
iieare  being  obliged  to  ftrike  her  colours,  was  board-  Frigau 
ed  and  taken  by  an  officer  and  detachment  of  that  taken. 
corps*     Brigadier  General  Cleveland  immediately 
profited  of  the  effed  of  the  battalion  guns,  by  di- 
refting  the  whole  fire  of  the  batteries  to  the  other 
veffels,  which  were   compelled  to   retire,  with  the 
lofs  of  a  fchooner  which  was  driven  afliore. 

The  Americans  had   at  vaft  expence,  and  with  The  psif- 
wonderful  labour  and   induftry,  conftrufted  great  ^^Iff 
and  numerous  works,  to  render  the  poflage  of  the  | 
Delaware  up  to  Philadelphia  impratlicable.    In  the  rendered 
profecution  of  this  defign,  they  had  ere^ed  works  impnai* 
and  batteries  upon  a  flat,  low,  marlhy  ifland,  or  ra-  ««l)le. . 
ther  a  bank  of  mud  and  fand,  which  had  been  ac- 
cumulated in  the  Delaware,  near  the  jundion  of 
the  Schuylkill,  and  which  from  its  nature  was  cal- 
led Mud,  but  from  thefe  defences  Fort-Ifland.     On 
the  oppofite  (hore  of  New-Jerfey,  at  a  place  called 
Red'Bank,  they  had  alfo  conftru&ed  a  fort  or  re* 
doubt,  well  covered  with  heavy  artillery.     In  the 
deep  navigable  channel,  between,  or  Under  the  co- 
•  ver  of  thefe  batteries,  they  had  funk  fcveral  ranges 
'  of  frames  or  machines,  to  which,  from  a  refemblancc 
in  the  conilrudion,  they  had  given  the  appellation 
of  chevaux  de  frize,  being  compofed  of  tranfverfc 
beams,  firmly  uhifted,  pointing  in  various  diredions, 
and   ftrongly  headed  with  iron.     Thefe  were  of 
fuch  a  weight  aikl  itrength,  and  funk  in  fuch  a 
depth  of  water,  as  rendered  them  equally  difficult 
.  to  be  weighed  or  cut  through,  and  deftrudive  to 
any  (hip  which  had  the  misfortune  of  llriking  againft 
them.     No  attempt  for  f  sufing  them,  or  for  opening 
the  channel  in  any  manner,  could,  however,  be 
made,   until  the  command  of  the  Iboires  on  both 
fides  was  fully  obtained* 

About 
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1777.  About  threa  miles  lower  down  the  river,  they 
^'^'^'^^  ..had  funk  other  ranges  of  tbclc  machines,  and  were 
conftruding  for  their  protedion  fome  ccmiiderable 
and  cxtenfive  works,  which,  though  not  yet*  finiih- 
€d,  were  in  fuch  forwardnefs  as  to  be  provided  wi^ 
artillery,  and  to  command  their  objed,  at  a  place 
on  the  Jerfcy  fide  called  Billing's  Point.  Thcfe 
^orks  and  machines,  were  further  fupported  by 
fevcral  gallics  mounting  heavy  cannon,  together 
with  two  floating  batteries,  a  number  of  anne|i 
veffcls  and  fmall  craft  of  various  kinds,  and  fome 
fire  fhips.  In  a  word,  the  Delaivare  feemed  to  teem 
with  every  dcfenfive  preparation,  which  could  render 
the  hoftile  operations  and  movements  of  a  fleet,  in 
the  eonhned  and  uncertain  navigation  of  a  river^ 
extremely  dangerous. 

Succcfi-        Upon  the  reprefentation  of  Captain  Hammond, 

fulexpc-   of  the  Roebuck,  who  with  fome  other  Ihip&of  war 

dition  to  .had  arrived  in  the  Delaware  before  Lord  Howe, 

Billing  t   ^g  General  detached  two  regiments,  conHfting  of 

'        three  battalions,  under  Coloqel  Stirling,  to  difkSgc 

tlic  enemy  from  BilUngsforc.      The  detacfaflmott 

having  ccoffed  tlie  river  from  Ghefter,  where  the 

fhips  laysi,  performed  the  fcrvioe  efiedually  without 

Jofs  or  oppofition.     The  enemy,  without  waiting  to 

be  attacked,  as  foon  as  they  heard  of  tl^eir  ^^roach^, 

immediately  ipiked  their  artillery,  fet  hre  to  the 

Jbarracks,  and  aj>andoned  the  place  with  the  greateft 

^precipitation.    The  detachment  waited  to  dcflxof^ 

•or  to  render  unferviceable,  thole  parts  of  the  works 

.-M^iich  fronted  the  river,    'the  fuccefc,  with.  ^ 

fpint  and  perfeyerance  exhibited  by  the  officers  aii^ 

.crews  of  the  ihips  under  his  command,  enabl^ 

Captain  Hammond,  through  great  difficulties,  a»i 

a  vigorous  oppofttion  from  the  fnarine  force  q^  the 

enemy,  to  carry  the  principal  objed  of  the  eiqpc- 

dttiou  imo.effed,  by  cifttii^  away  and  weighii^  up 

fo  much  of  the  chevaux  de  frize,  as  ojpened  a  nar- 

^row  and  difficult  paffage  for  fliips  through  this  lower 

*  barrier.  Upon 
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Upon  the  return  of  tbe  detachment  from  Jerfey,  1777. 
another  regiment' i«^as  fent  to  meet  them  at  Chefter,  v^-vn.^  ' 
in  order  that  they  might  ahogether  form  a  foffieient 
cfcort  for  a  large  convoy  of  provilions  to  the  camp. 
The  army  ftiU  lay  at  German  Town,  a  very  long 
and  confiderable  village^  about  half  a  dezscn  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  and  which,  ftretchiiig  on  both 
ikies  of  the  great  road  to  the  northward,  forms  a 
continued'  fti^eet  of  two  miles  in  length*  The  line 
of  encampment  paffed  German  Town  at  right  angles 
about  the  centre,  the  left '  wing  extending  on  the 
weft  from  the  town  to  the  Schuylkill.  That  wing 
was  covered  in  fitHit;  by  the  mounted  and  difmount- 
ed  German  chafTcurs ;  a  battSalion  of  light  infantry, 
and  the  (^een's  American  rangers,  were  in  the 
front  of  the  right,  an^d  the  40th  regiment,  with 
another  battalion  of  light  ini&ntry,  were  pofted  at 
the  head  of  the  village.  Lord  ComwalHs  lay  at 
Philadelphia,  with  four  battalions  of  grenadiers; 
and  we  have  already  feen,  that  three  regiments  had 
been  detached  on  the  fide  of  Cheiler. 

The  enemy  were  encamped  at  Skippach  Creek,  Royal 
about   16  miles  from  German  Town.     They  had  army  far- 
received  fome  reinforcements,  and  they  were  not  pnxcd  at 
ignorant  that  the  royal  army  was  weakened  by  the  ^™*'* 
detachments  it  had  made  to  Philadelphia  and  Cheftcr. 
Thefe  circumftanccs  induced  an  enterprize,  little 
expeftcd,  and  fcemingly  as  little  fuited,  to  the  gene- 
ral caution,  and  to  the  fuppofed  genius  and  difpo* 
fition  of  Wafhington.     Inftead   of  Ihunning,    as 
ttfual,  every  thing  that  might  lead  to  an  adtion,  the 
American  army  quitted  its  ftrong  poft  at  Skippach 
Creek  at  fix  iii  the  evening,  and  marched  all  night 
to  furprizc  and  attack  the  royal  army  in  its  camp  at 
German  Town. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  their  approacli 
was  difcovered  by  the  patroles,  and  the  army  was 
immediately  called  to  arms.     They  began   their 

attack    - 
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1777.  attad^  upon  the  40th  re^iment^  and  the  l>atta]ioa 
'  '  of  light  Infantry  by  which  k  was  accompanied* 
ITicfc  corps,  after  a  vigorous  reiiftance,  being  at 
length  overpowered  by  numbers,  were  prefied  and 
purfued  into  the  village.  In  this  exigence,  a  mea- 
lure  upon  which  much  of  the  future  fortune  of  the 
day  depended,  was  inftantly  and  happily  adopted 
by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mufgravc,  who  tbrew  himfelf 
with  fix  com]  anies  of  the  40th  regiment  into  a  large 
and  ftrong  (lone  houfe,  which  lay  full  in  the  {root 
of  the  enemy. 

By  this  meafure  they  were  checked  In  their  for- 
ward hope  and  defign  of  gaining  complete  and 
immediate  poflciEon  of  that  long  town,  which  among 
other  great  and  obvious  advantages,  would  have 
enabled  them  eficdually  to  feparate  the  right  and 
left  wings  of  the  royal  army.  The  Colonel  and 
his  brave  party,  furrounded  by  a  whole  brigade, 
and  attacked  on  every  fide  with  great  refokition^ 
defended  the  houfe  with  the  moft  undaunted  cou- 
rage;  and  though  the  enemy  at  length  brought 
cannon  up  to  the  aflfault,  he  ftill  maintained  his 
poft  with  equal  intrepidity,  pouring  a  dreadful  and- 
unceafing  fire  through  the  windows,  until  affairs 
had  taken  fuch  a  turn  as  afforded  him  relief. 

This  was  accompliflied  by  Major-Gencral  Grey, 
who  bringing  the  front  of  a  great  part  of  the  \dk 
wing  by  a  timely  movement  to  the  village,  led  on 
three  battalions  of  the  3d  brigade,  who  attacked 
the  enemy  with  vigour,  and  were  as  bravely  fup; 
ported  and  feconded,  by  Brigadier-General  Agnev^ 
at  the  head  of  the  4th  brigade.  The  engagement 
was  now  for  fome  time  very  warm ;  but  the  enesif 
bemg  attacked  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  village  bf 
two  regiments  of  the  right  wing,  were  thrown  imb 
total  diforder,  and  driven  out  &f  the  town  with  c&Or 
fidcrablc  fluughtcr. 


Chap.  XIV.        Ctrit  War  in  AMERICA.        (^4^5 

In  the  mean  timey  the  light  infantry  and  pickets    1777. 
of  the  right  wiag,  fupported  by  tte  4th,  and  fccorid-   v^^'vn^ 
cd  by  the  49th  regiment,  were  warmly  engaged  a    ^ . 
with  the  enemy's  left;    but  General  Ofcy,  after  caw^J^- 
forcing  their  troops  in  the  village,  having  pafled  it,  puKedi 
and  bringing  the  left  wing  ft) r ward,  they  immedl* 
atcly  retired  on  all  fides.     The  enemy  was  purfucd 
for   fome  miles;    but  the  country  being  woody, 
ftrong,  and  enclofed,  the  purfuit  wa^  attended  with 
fo  little  «ffeft,  that  they  carried  their  cafnnon  clear 
off.     Lord  Cornwallis  arrived  with  a  fquadron  of 
light-horfe  from  Philadelphia,  towards  the  ciofe  of 
the  engagement,  and*  joined  in  the  purfuit ;   whUft 
three  kittakons  of  grenadkjs  from  the  fame  place^ 
who  had  run  thcmfelves  out  of  breath  in  the  ardour 
of  fuccouri^ig  their  fellows,  were  too  late  to  come 
in  for  any  (hare  of  the  adion« 

It  appears  that  the  morning  was  exceedingly 
foggy,  to  which  the  Americans  (who  had  confide<« 
rable  fuc4:efs  in  the  beginning  of  the  adion)  attri^ 
hute  their  not  improving  the  advantages  they  at  firfl: 
gained,  in  the  manner  which  they  would  otherwife 
have  done.  For  they  were  not  only,  as  they  aiTert, 
through  this  circumltance,  prevented  from  obferv-' 
ing  the  new  fituation  of  the  enemy,  by  which  the 
latter  had  time  to  recover  from  the  effcd  of  the 
firil  impreilion  they  had  made  on  them ;  but  the 
diflfer€nt  bodies  of  their  own  army  were  kept  in 
Ignorance  of  each  others  movements  and  fuccefs,  / 
and  were  confequently  incapable  of  atting  in  con-' 
cert.  It  is  even  faid^  that  fome  of  their,  parties,  in  ; 
the^thicknefs  of  the  fog,  had  poured  their  fire,  upun . 
each  other,  under  a  bUnd  miltake  on  both  fides  of 
being  engaged  with  the. enemy.  Wa(hingCoa  paid 
great  compliments  to  the  right  wing  for  its  good 
behaviour,  of  which  he  had  been  a  witnefs,  but  he 
left  the  conduct  of  the  lc;it,..at  leaft,  doubtful,  by 
faying  that  he  had  not  yet  received  iuiHcient  infor** 
morion  to  found  any  opmion  on. 

Kkk  The 
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1777.  T^c  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  royal  army  in  this  aftion^  indud- 
^-^^^^^^  ing  the  wounded  and  a  few  prifoners,  rather  cxcccd- 
Lofs  on  ^^  ^'^^^  ^^  ^^^  Brandy  wine,  the  whole  amounting  to 
both  fides  535  i  but  the  proportion  of  the  flain  was  ftill 
f mailer  than  in  that  engagement,  and  fcarcely  ex- 
ceeded 70.  In  this  number  were  unhappily  fomc  very 
brave  and  diilinguiihed  officers ;  particularly  Briga- 
dier General  Agnew,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Bird. 
The  number  of  officers  wounded  was  configurable. 
Tlie  Americans  lofs  was  eRimated  in  the  Gasette, 
at  between  2  and  300  (Iain,  600  wounded,  and 
above  400  prifoners.  Among  the  flain  was  General 
Naih,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  all  ranks ;  54 
officers  were  taken  prifoners.  In  this  action  the 
Americans  aded  upon  the  offenfive }  and  though 
repulfed  with  lofs,  (hewed  themfelves  a  fannidablc 
adverfary  ;  capable  of  charging  with  refoiution, 
and  retreating  with  good  order.  The  hope  there- 
fore entertained  from  the  eSed  of  any  action  widi 
them  as  decifive,  and  likely  to  put  a  ipeedy  termi- 
nation to  the  war,  was  exceedingly  abated. 

Army  re-      The  taking  of  Philadelphia  was  not  attended  with 
movc8  to  all  the  advantages  expeded  from  that  conqueft.  The 
Philadcl-  pgbel  army  however  ftraitened,  ftill  kcj^  the  field ; 
^  *^'        and  until  the  Delaware  could  be  cleared,  it  was 
obvious   that  the  army  could  not  fupport  itfelf  in 
that  town  for  the  winter.     Therefore,  as  the  whole 
cffed  of  the  campaign  depended  upon  that  opera- 
tion, about  a  fortnight  after  the  battle,  the  Kind's 
army  removed  from  German-Town  to  Philadelphia, 
as  being  a  more  convenient  place  for  the  redudioa 
of  Mud,  or  Fort  Ifland,  and  for  co-operating  with 
the  naval  force  in  opening  the  navigation   of  the 
river.     The  enemy  had  returned  after  the  adioaof 
German-Town,   to  their  old   Camp  at  Skippach 
Creek,  where  they  ftill  continued. 

Mcafures   being  concerted  between  the  General 
and  Admiral   for  removing   the  obftrudlions  of  the 

river 


Chap.  XIV.         Civit  War  /;;  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.         [435 

river,  the  former  ordered  batteries  to  be  ercdled  on    1777. 
the  weftern  fliore,   or  Penfylvania  fide,  in  hopes  of  ^^/-^^^ 
aflifUng  in   diflodging  the  enemy  from  Mud-lfland,  Uufuc- 
thc  difficulty  of  accefs  to  which,  was  found  to  ren-  ccfsful'at- 
dcr  its  reduftion  a  much  more  tedious  and  difficult  tack  on 
operation  than  had  been  expefted.     He  alfo  detach-  ^^«  ^^^^' 
cd  a  ftrong  body  of  Heffians   acrofs   the  river  at  '^^^^' 
Cooper's  Ferry,  oppofite  the  town,   who  were  to 
march  down  and  force  the  redoubt  of  Red  Bank, 
whilft  the  fliips,  and  the  batteries  on  the  other  fide, 
were  to  carry  on  their  attacks  againft  Mud  Ifland 
and  the  enemy's  marine  force.     The  Heffian  de- 
tachment was  led  by  Colonel  Donop,   (who  had 
gained  great  reputation   in  varfous  aftions  of  this 
war)   and   confiftcd  befides  of  light  infantry  and 
Chaflfcurs,  of  three  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and  the 
regiment  of   Mirbach.      The  American  force   at 

Red  Bank  was  eftimated  at  about  800  men. 

» 

Though  nothing  could  exceed  the  good  difpofition  Heffians 
made  for  thefe  feveral  attacks,  nor  the  exertions  of  repulfed 
vigour  and  courage  difplayed  both  by  land   and  with 
naval  force  on  their  different  elements,  yet  this  en-  £^«a^  J^« 
terprize  not  only  failed  of  fuccefs,  but  was  in  every  5^5? 
refpcft  unfortunate.     Colonel  Donop  attacked  the 
enemy's  entrenchments  with   the  utmoft  gallantry, /^^'  22- 
and  after  a  very  fliarp  aftion,  fucceeded  in  carrying 
an  cxtenfive  out-work ;  but  he  found  the  enemy 
better  covered  in  the  body  of  the  redoubt,   and  the 
defence  more  vigorous   than   he  expefted.     The 
brave  Colonel  was  there  mortally  wounded  and  ta-  Colonel 
ktrn  prifoner.     Some  of  his  beft  officers  were  killed  ^^''^^ 
or  difabled,  and  the  Heffians  after  a  defperate  en- 
gagement, were  repulfed  with  great  lofs.     Colonel 
Mingerode,   the  next  in  command,  being  likewife 
dangeroufly  Wounded,  the  detachment  was  brought 
off  by  Lieutenant -Colonel  Linfing,   having  fiiffcred 
much  in  the  approach  and  retreat  from  the  aflault 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  gallies  and  floating  bat- 
terics.     The  lofs  of  the  Heflians,   whether   as   to 

private 
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'777*   private  men  or  officers,  was  never  particularly  au« 
^^^^"^^^^  thcnticated  ;    it  was  however,  kn6wn  to  be  very 
.    confiderable  :   probably  not  lefs  than  four  or  five 
hundred  men. 

The  men  of  war  and  frigates  dcftincd  for  the  at- 
tack, having  made  their  way  with  difficulty  thioogh 
the  lower  barrier,  took  every  poflible  difpofition  that 
the  nature  and  fituation  of  the  river  would  ad- 
mit Tor  the  deftruftion  of  the  upper  works  and  de- 
fences, where  they  commenced  their  affaidt,  at  the 
fame  time  that  Colonel  Donop  was  engaged  at  Red 
Bank.     Fortune  was  not  more  fiavourablc  here  than 
afliore.     The  (hips  could  not  bring  their  fire  to 
bear  with  any  great  effeft  upon  their  works.    The 
extraordinary  obftruftion  with  which   the   enemy 
had  interrupted  the  free  courfc  of  the  river,  had 
even  effefted  its  bed,  and  wrought  fome  alteradon 
in  its  known  and  natural  chaimeL     By  this  means, 
the  Augufta  man  of  war  and  Merlia  floop,   were 
grounded  fo  fad  at  fome  dillance  from  the  chcvaux- 
de-frize,  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  getting 
them  off.     In  this   fituation,  though  theikiR  and 
courage  of  the   officers  and  crews  of  the  ieVeral 
vcffels,  prevented  the  effect  of  four  fire  fhips  wSich 
the  enemy  had  fent  to  dcftroy  the  Augufta,  Ihc  «a^ 
fortunately  took  fire   in  the   engaj^ement,  which 
placed  the  others  under  the  neceffity  of  retirhig  wich 
the  utriioft  expedition,   to  get  beyond  the   cfl^ 
of  the  explofion.     In  thefe  urgent  and  difficult  cir- 
cumftances,  .the  Merlin  was  haftily  evacuated,  and 
laid  in  a  trdin  of  deftructlon,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  officer >  and  crew  of  the  Augufta  favcA;  Imt 
the  fecond  Lieutenant,  Chaplain,  and  gunneiv  *Mi 
no  inconfiderable  number  of  the  common  mciiy 
ynhiippily  periflicd. 

c^aual*  "^^^  ^'^  fucccfs  of  this  enterprizc  by  no  means 
picafurea  damped  the  refolution  of  the  commanders,  in  pro- 
fecution  of  the  s^bfolutely  nccclfary  work  of  open* 
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ingthc  uavigation  of  the  Delaware.  New  ground  1777 
was  taken,  new  meafurcs  adopted,  and  every  pre-  V^v%*^ 
paration  made  that  could  infure  iuccefs  in  the  de- 
iign.  Nor  were  the  enemy  idle  on  their  fide.  They 
well  underftood  the  great  confequence  it  was  of  to 
them  to  keep  the  naval  force  leparated  from  the  ar- 
my, and  to  render  the  communication  between  them 
tedious  and  difficult.  They  accordingly  left  nothing 
undone  to  ftrengthen  their  defences. 

The  officers  and  fcamen  of  the  fleet  were  incef- 
fantly  employed  in  conveying  heavy  artillery,  pro- 
vifions  and  ftores,  up  the  river,  by  a  difficult  chan- 
nel on  the  weft  fide,  to  a  fmall  morafly  ifland,  where 
they  creded  batteries,  which  greatly  incommoded 
the  enemy's  works  on  Mud  Ifland.  Every  thing  '  '^* 
being  prepared  for  an  attack,  the  Ifis  and  Somerfet 
men  of  war,  pafled  up  the  eaft  channel,  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy's  works  in  the  front ;  feveral 
frigates  drew  up  againft  a  fort  newly  erefted  on  the 
Jcrfcyfide,  near  Manto Creek,  which  was' fo  (itu- 
ated  as  to  flank  the  men  of  war  in  their  ftation ; 
and  two  armed  vcflels,  mounted  24  pounders,  luc- 
ccfsfully  made  their  way  through  the  narrow  chan- 
nel on  the  weftern  fide  at  the  back  of  Hogg  Ifland ; 
a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance  with  refpeft  to 
the  fucccfs  of  the  attack,  as  thefe  two  vefl*els,  in  con- 
cert with  the  batteries  newly  erec^ted  in  province 
Ifland,  enfiladed  the  principal  works  which  the  ene« 
my  bad  erected  on  Mud4fland. 

-  A  heavy  fire  was  fupported  on  both  fides.     At  i^„j 
length  the  vigorous  attack  made  by  the  ifis  in  front,  ifland,  k 
and  by  the  two  armed  veflels,  and  the  batteries  in  Red  Baak 
Other  quarters,  fo  overpowered  the  enemy  in  the  fort  ^^^n. 
and  works  onMudJfland,  that  towards   evening 
their  artillery  wa^  entirely  filenced.     And  they  per- 
ceiving that  meafures  were  taking  for  forcing  their 
works  on  the  following  morning,  and  being  alfo 

fenfiblc 
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1777.    fenfible  that,   iu  the  prcfcnt  ftatc   of  things,  they 
^^'-^^'^^  were  not  tlefeitfiblc,  they  fet  fire  to  every  thing  that 

was   capable  of  receiving  it,  and  abandoning  the 

place  in  the  night. 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  men  was  faid  to  be  very 
confiderable  ;  that  of  the  fleet,  was  more  trifling 
than  could  have  been  fuppofed.  Their  artillery  and 
fome  ftores  were  taken  at  Mud  liland.  In  two  days 
after,  Lord  Cornwallis  paflcd  over  with  a  detach- 
ment from  Chefler  to  Billing's  Fort,  where  he  was 
joined  by  a  body  of  forces  juft  arrived  from  New 
York.  They  proceeded  all  together  to  Red  Bank, 
which  the  enemy  abandoned  at  their  approach, 
leaving  their  artillery  with  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  cannon-ball  and  ftores  behind  them.  The  works 
were  dcmoliflicd. 

Amcn- 

cant  burn  •«..!.  1    ri      11 

their  The  enemy's  flnppmg  havmg  now  lolt  all  pro- 

vciTcls.  tcclion  on  their  fide  of  the  river,  fevcral  of  their 
gallies  and  other  armed  veflels  took  the  advantage 
of  a  favourable  night,  to  pafs  the  batteries  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  efcape  to  places  of  fecurity  farther 
up.  ITic  difcovery  of  this  tranfadlion  occafioned 
the  fending  an  officer  with  a  party  of  feamen  to  man 
the  Delaware  frigate  lately  taken,  and  lying  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  taking  of  fuch  other  meafures, 
as  rendered  the  efcaping  of  the  remainder  imprac- 
ticable. Thus  environed,  the  crews  abandoned  and 
fet  fire  to  their  vefTels,  which  were  all  confumed  to 
the  amount  of  feventeen  of  different  forts,  including 
the  two  floating  batteries,  and  fire-fliips.  With  all 
thcfe  advantages,  the  fealbn  of  the  year,  and  other 
impediments,  rendered  the  clearing  of  the  river,  in 
ilny  donfiderable  degree,  impradicable  ;  fo  that  the 
makifjg  or  difcovering  of  fuch  a  channel,  as  might 
admit  the  paifage  of  tranfports  and  veflTels  of  eafy 
burden  with  provifions  and  ncceflaries  for  the  ufc 
of  the  army  at  Philadelphia,  was  all  that  could  be 
obtained  at  prefent. 

General 
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General  Wafhingtoa  being  reinforced  Iff  4000  1777. 
men  from  the  northern  army>  advanced  within  14  ^^-'^^n^ 
jnilcs  of  Philadelphia,  to  a  place  called  White  Marfti, 
where  he  encamped  in  a  very  ftrong  pofitioni  with  < 
his  right  to  the  Wiflahichon  Creek,  and  the  front 
•partly  covered  by  Sandy  Run.  As  this  movement 
feemed  to  indicate  a  difpofition  to  adventure,  Gen. 
Howe  was  not  without  hopes,  that  the  late  rein- 
forcement would  encourage  them  to  hazard  a  battle 
for  the  recovery  of  Philadelphia.  If  fuch  was  their 
intention,  he  was  determined  that  they  fliould  not 
cool  in  it,  for  want  of  an  opportunity  of  bringing 
it  into  adion ;  or  if  they  ftill  adhered  to  their  ufual 
fyftem  of  caution  and  defence,  it  was  ftill  rcafonably 
to  be  hoped  that  upon  a  clofe  infpedion  of  their 
fituation,  fome  part  of  their  camp  would  be  found 
£b  vulnerable  as  to  admit  of  a  fuccefsful  im- 
preflion. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  the  general  marched  the 
army  from  Philadelphia  on  the  4th  of  December  at 
night,  and  topk  poll  at  Chefnut  Hill,  in  the  front 
of  the  enemy's  right  on  the  next  morning.  Finding 
that  their  right  afforded  no  opening  for  an  attack, 
he  changed  his  ground  before  day  on  the  7tb,  and 
took  a  new  pofition  oppofite  to  their  centre  and  left. 
Some  fldrmifties  happened  in  which  the  enemy  were 
conftantly  defeated,  and  their  flying  parties  purfued 
home  almoft  to  their  works.  The  General  at  length, 
after  continuing  above  three  days  conftantly  in  their 
fight,  advancing  within  a  mile  of  their  lines,  and 
examining  their  works  with  the  clofcft  attention, 
findine  that  nothing  could  provoke  or  entice  them 
to  aftion,  and  that  their  camp  was  in  every  part 
inacceffible,  gave  up  the  profecution  of  a  delign 
which  was  evidently  fruitlefs.  The  army  alfo  fuf- 
fcred  greatly  from  the  feverity  of  the  vv^eather,  both 
officers  and  foldicrs  being  totally  deflitute  of  tents 
and  field  equipage. 

The 
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1777.      ,Thc^  General  accordingly  began- hisi^marcli  to 

^-''^^V .  Philadelphia  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  in  full 

G.  Howe  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  enemy,  without  being  pur&cd,  or  'm 

returns  to  tt\e  finalleU  degree  incommoded  .on  hi&  return*     As 

PhiladcU  the  feafon  wa3  now  too  far  advanced^  to  adnyt  of 

phia-        any  ocher  attention  jthan  what  rdated.to  the  a^comr 

modation  of  the  army,  a  grand  deiacbnvent  was 

fent'out  to  prpcure  forage  for  .thc.wint;cr, -vhicb. 

was  fucceiisflLlIy  performed.     Li  the-nu;^   tisx» 

Waihington  removed  hi$  camp  from  White^JMiSMrik 

to  Valley  Forge,  upom  the  Scbuylki^^bojit  ^5  or  16 

miles  from  Philadelphia,  in  a  vcnf  ftrong  an^  coQ- 

fequently  f^cvi^i^  P9fi^^<>^*..:^y.^<%.^o^4^  a^ord  «. 
ftronger  prooif,  to  whoever  conliders  tbfi  ^natur^  jS^j  • 
difpofition  of  thofe  people,  of  the  unbounded  in* 
fluence  on  the  minds  both  of  his  officers  and  men 
which  that  General  polTelTed,  than  his  being  able 
not  only  to  keep  them  together,  but  to  fubmit  to  the 
incommodities  and  diftrcfles  incident  to  living  in 
a  hutted  camp,  during  the  fcvere  winter  of  that 
climate,  and  where  all  his  fupplies  of  provifion  and 
ftores  mufl  come  from  a  great  diftance,  at  much 
expence  and  no  fmatl  hazard.  It  was  alfo  a  proof 
with  "many  others,  of  the  general  ftrong  difpofition 
of  America,  to  fuffer  all  things  rather  than  fubmit 
to  force. 

Such  was  the  iflue  of  the  campaign  upon  the 
Delaware.  A  campaign  which  affords  much  room 
for  the  moft  ferious  reflcdion.  The  Britifb  arms 
were  crowned  with  the  moft  brilliant  fucceis.  Two 
very  confiderable  viftorics  were  obtained.  In  all 
leffer  aftions,  bating  the  affair  at  Red-Bank,  they 
were  equally  triumphant.  Yet  yith  all  this  tide  of 
fucccfs,  all  the  fruit  derived  from  our  viftbries  at 
the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  amounted  to  no  more 
than  fimply  a  good  winter  lodging  for  our  army  in 
the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  whilll  the  troops  poffcffcd 
no  more  of  the  adjacent  country  than  what  they 
immediately  commanded  with  their  arms.    It  was 

ftitt 
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ftill  more  difcouraging,  that  the  enemy  had  given  1777. 
repeated  proofs,  that  however  he  might  engage 
thitm  when  he  thought  it  to  his  advantage,  it  was 
impoffible  for  the  royal  army  to  bring  him  to  aftion 
againft  his  confent.  This  gave  occafion  to  much 
uneafmefs  in  England ;  where  the  news  of  the  firfl: 
(uccefles  had  caufed  the  greateft  exultation,  which 
was  now  fuccteded  with  very  gloomy  reflexions  on 
tbe  peculiar  and  fatal  circummmces^  ^ich5  fi'om 
the  nature  of  the  country,  and  other  co-operating 
caufes,  had  diftinguiihcd  this  war,  from  all  others 
in  which  ire  had  ever  beei)  <;onccr|ied ;  and  in  which 
vidory  and  defeat  were  nearly  productive  of  the 
conlbquencesf  ' 


LU  CUAt. 


4423  ne'niBTOJLYoftbe        &klv,  XV. 

CHAP.     XV, 

Canada,  CcnduG  eftbe  MrtbirnjnpeditkM  commtttdto  Gtmral 
BurgoyMj  Preparation  made  by  General  CarUton.  lAne  rf 
conduQ  purfued  bj  bim  upon  the  ne^  arrangement.  Different 
opinions  upon  the  utility  and  propriety  of  employing  the  Savages, 
State  of  the  force  under  the  command  of  General  Burgoyne, 
Canadians  obliged  to  contribute  largely  to  the  ftrvice,  Expe^-' 
tion  under  Colonel  St.  Leger,  Warfeajlf  andfpe^  Uiieln- 
dians  at  the  river  Bouquets  Maniffio.  Royal  am^  inveft 
Ticondorfiga  and  Mount  Independence,  Council  of  tuar  heldt 
and  the  forts  abandoned  by  the  Americans,  Boom  and  Bridge 
cut  through,  Purfuit  by  land  and 'water,  AmMeansfetfre 
to^  and  abandon  their  taorks*  Rear  of  ^he  jimericans  0vert0- 
ken  by  General  Frazer  near  Hubberton,  Cohn^  Francis  d^f^P- 
ed  and  killed.  General  St.  Clair^  nvith  the  remains  of  the  arm^ 
take  to  the  nvoods  ;  and  arrive  at  length  at  Fort  Ednaard,  Ene- 
my bravely  repulfed  by  Colonel  Hill^  and  the  gth  regiment f  noho 
are  ohhged  to  engage  under  a  vaft  fuperiority  of  firee.  Ame- 
ricans fet  fire  tOf  and  abandon  Fort  Anne.  Extraordinary 
,  difficulties  encountered  by  the  royal  army  in  the  march  to  Fori 
Ednuard.    American  army  retires  to  Saratoga. 

If  J  J.  XTTTE  now  turn  from  exemplifying  viftory  with- 
Kj^y^u  VV  o^^  equivalent  advantage  in  one  quarter, 
to.  behold  the  moft  mifchievous  confequcnces  of  de- 
feat in  another.  The  war  upon  the  fide  of  Canada 
and  the  lake,  was  committed  to  the  charge  of  Lieu- 
tenant General  Burgoync  ;  an  officer  whofe  ability 
was  unqueftioned,  and  whofe  fpirit  of  enterprizc, 
and  thirft  for  military  glory,  however  rivalled,  could 
not  pofTibly  be  exceeded. 

This  appointment,  however  palliated  or  juftificd, 
by  the  propriety  or  fuppofed  neceflity  of  the  Go- 
▼ernor's  conftant  rcfidence  in  his  province,  could 
not  fail  of  being  fenfibly  felt,  and  could  fcarccly  be 
fuppofed  not  to  give  umbrage,  to  General  Carleton, 
to  wliofe  abilities,  and  rciolution,  this  nation  in 
general  acknowledged,  and  the  world  attributed, 
the  prefcrvation  of  Canada.  It  W2^s  faid,  that  his 
powers  had  been  diminifhed  in  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  his  fcrvices.     His  military  command 

extend- 
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estended  before  to  ercry  part  of  America,  whither  1777. 
he  might  find  it  fitting  to  conduft  the  army  under  v^v^^ 
his  diredion.  It  was  now  fuddenly  reftrained  to 
the  narrow  limits  of  his  own  province.  He  had, 
iaid  his  friends,  in  the  preceding  campaign,  not 
only  driven  the  enemy  out  of  Canada,  but  a  great 
naval  armament  had  been  formed,  the  enemy's 
force  on  Lake  Champlain  dedroyed,  and  Crown- 
point  recovered,  under  his  authority.  The  latenefs 
of  the  feafon  only,  prevented  him  from  attacking 
Ticonderoga,  and  immediately  profecuting  the  war 
€0  the  Southward.  He  had,  during  the  winter, 
exeited  his  ufual  induftry,  and  applied  his  military 
Mil  and  judgment,  in  the  forwarding  of  every  pre- 
paration, which  might  conduce  to  the  fuccefs  ef 
the  defign  in  the  enfuing  campaign*  At  the  open- 
ing of  th^  communication  with  England,  inftead 
of  the  reinforcement  which  he  had  required  and 
expend  for  the  completion  of  his  j>urpofe,  he  re- 
ceived an  arr^gement  totally  new,  which  as  it  had 
been  framed  without  any  reference  to  his  judgment, 
or  attention  to  his  approbation,  left  nothing  to  his 
difcretion  or  opinion  in  the  execution.  Two  ex- 
peditions were  to  be  formed,  in  each  of  which, 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  troops  to  be  employ- 
ed, the  particular  fervice  of  each  corps,  with  its 
fubdivifions  and  the  fmalleft  detachment  to  be  made 
from  it,  bad  been  minutely  and  preciiely  fpccified 
by  the  minider.  He  was  not  even  coniulted  as  to 
the  number  and  nature  of  the  troops  which  were 
to  remain  in  his  hands  for  the  defence  or  fecurity 
of  Canada.  In  a  word,  the  army  which  he  had 
lately  commanded  was  taken  out  or  his,  and  placed 
in  other  hands,  and  officers  who  lately  aded  under 
his  direction,  were  by  a  detradion  from  his  autho- 
rity, virtually  placed  in  independent  commands; 
for  their  inftruftions  to  put  themfclves  under  the 
orders  of  Sir  William  Howe,  fecmed  little  more 
than  a  mockery^  as  that  General  had  informed  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  that  the  concerted  operations  of  the 

campaign 
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1777.  campaign  on  bis  fide,  would  lead  him  to  fuch  a  dif- 
taiice,  as  to  render  any  comnmiiicalion  cf  tlat 
iuture  impradicable. 


That  the  governor  l^tt  and  underftood  his  ar« 
ran^emcnt  and  thefe  app6intments  in  the  manner 
vfc  have  related  from  the  complaints  of  his  ^cnds 
in  England,  fcems. evident  from  the  immediiate  re* 
lignation  of  his  government  which  then  took  place ; 
but  as  the  notification,  the  appointment  of  another, 
and  the  paifage  of  his  fucceflfur  from  Europe,  were 
all  works  of  time,  he  was  dill,  however  tmgratefnl 
the  taik,  obliged  to  continue  in  the  exrrcife  of"  his 
office,  during  a  longer  period  than  that  of  wlnA 
we  are  treating. 

Under  thefe  circumftanceSt  and  in  this  trying 
and  difficult  fituation,  he  endeavoured  to  (hew  that 
refcntment  could  not  warp  him  from  his  doty,  and 
he  applied  himfelf  with  the  fame  diligence  and  ener« 
gy,  to  forward  by  every  poflible  means,  and  tt 
lupport  in  all  its  parts  the  expedition,  as  if  the  ar« 
I  rangement  was  entirely  his  own.    This  condud^ 

^  however  praife-worthy,  was  not  Icfe  neceffary,  frorii 

the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fervice  which  was  to  be 
performed ;  a  feivlce  exceedingly  complicated  ill 
the  arrangement,   uncommonly  numerous  in  the 

Earts  ;  and  many  unuLual  in  practice.  It  will  not 
e  difficult  to  conceive,  how  effedually  negligencct 
diflike,  obftinacy,  or  even  a  colourable  and  rational 
xilfference  of  opinion  in  fome  difputlkble  'poilts, 
might  fruilrate  all  the  hopes  rounded  upon  fiidr.t 

':  fyltem. 

« 

Nothing  of  this  fort  intervened,  to  damp  thi 
fpirit  or  to  defeat  the  fuceefs  of  the  expedition.  JiiiH^ 
pVLparatlons  were  carried  on  with  vigour^ 

We  have  before  taken  rot'c ' ,  that  th  *  minifters^ 
and  mure  paiticuiarly  the  nobic.  lord  at  the  head  ^i 

the 
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fhc  American  department^  were  not  only  parttcu-  1777. 
kirly  interefted  in  the  event,  but  had  founded  the 
moft  fanguine  hopes  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  expe* 
dition.  Nothing  was  accordingly  left  undone  on 
their  (ide,  which,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
regular  troops  that  could  be  fpared  for  that  particu- 
lar fervice,  might  conduce  to  give  efficacy  to  their 
operations.  Beiides,  Canada  it  was  hoped  would 
fupply  a  warlike  though  undifcipltned  mtlitja,  weH 
calculated  for,  and  acquainted  with,  the  peculiar 

nature  of  the  fecvice'  and  country. 

'  "  •  • 

To  ftrengthen  and  increafe  this  irregular,  but 
neceflary  aid,  arms  and  accoutrements  wtre  amply 
provided,  to  fupply  thofe  numerous  loyatifts,  who 
were  expeSed  to  join  the  royal  army  as  foon  as  it 
approached  or  penetrated  the  frontiers  of  the  adja- 
cent provinces.  As  a  powerful  artillery  is  confi- 
dered  to  be  the  great  and  effedive  arm  in  an  Ame- 
rican war,  where  a  numerous  and  undiiciplined 
enemy  is  tobe  continually  attacked  in  difficult  poiis^ 
-and  cfariven  out  of  woods  and^faftnefles,  fo  this  part 
of  the  fervice  was  particularly  attended  to,  and  the 
hrafs  tvaLin  that  was  fent  out  upon  this  expedition^ 
was  perhaps  the  fined,  and  probaUy  the  Moft  excel* 
lently  fupplicd  as  to  officers  and  private  men,  that 
liad  ever  been  allotted  tofecond  the  operations  of 
tny  army,  which  did  not-  hx  exceed  die  prefent  m 
number^ 

Befides  thtfe  forces,  feveral  nations  of  favaget 
kad  l>een  induced  to  come  into  the  field.  Thii 
meaful'e  wa3  defended  upon  the  luppofed  neceffity 
of  the  cafe ;  as  if  from  their  character  it  was  pre« 
filmed  they  could  not- lie  ftill,  and  if  not  engaged  in 
die  King's  fervice,  would  have  joined  the  Ameri* 
cans.  Whatever  advantages  were  hoped  firom  them,' 
General  Carleton  did  not  in  the  preceding  year 
make  much  ufe  of  them ;  but  civilly  difmlfl'ed  tnem 
9t  tbc  dofe  of  the  campaign,  on  a  promife  of  ap- 
pearing 


4462  neUl&TORl^Qfibe       Chap.  XV, 

tyyy.  pearing  in  the  next  if  required.  There  has  bccit 
a  good  deal  of  difcuifiony  which  we  want  maitenab 
to  fettle,  how  far  he  approved  of  their  employment 
at  aU.  The  friends  of  miniftrjr  faid,  that  he  bad 
recommended  and  forwarded  the  mcafure.  Odierft 
faid,  that  partly  from  humanity,  partly  from  hi& 
forming  a  juft  eftimate  of  their  fervices,  and  know- 
inr  by  expericacc  the  extent  of  their  powers  and 
ability  in  war,-  he. was  unwilling  to  ufe  them,  know- 
ing thai;  they  were  capricious,  inconflant,  and  in- 
tractable. That  as  their  ideas  of  war  and  df  a>a- 
rage  were  totally  diflFerent  from  thofe  of  civilized 
nations,  fo,  notwithftanding  their  ferocity  of  cfis- 
rader,  and  the  incredible  fpecimens  of  paOive  valoar 
which  they  fometimes  exhibited  in  cafes  adapted  to 
their  own  opinions,  they  not  only  abhorred,  but 
dreaded,  whatever  is  conndercd  as  £ur  and  generou* 
fervice  among  Europeans,  wherein  the  contending 
parties  bravely  feek  and  are  included  in  one  corns 
mon  danger,  trufting  only  for  fucceft  to  their  fiipe* 
rior  (kill  and  courage.  Tnat  their  objed  and  defi^ 
in  all  wars,  was  not  to  fight,  but  to  murder ;  not  to 
conquer,  but  to  deftroy.  In  a  word,  that  their  kt^ 
vice  was  uncertain,  their  rapacity  infatiate,  theif 
faith  ever  doubtful,  and  their  adions  cruel  and  b»>. 
b&rous. 

'  Whatever  his  reafons  were,  for  not  employtiq; 
them  in  a  more  early  and  effedlual  manner,  if  it 
were  in  his  power  to  do  it,  as  early  and  tSt/QxaXtj 
as  was  imagined,  this  conduft  was  hr  horn  bdng 
generally  approved  of  at  home.  Thofe  who  wevc 
particularly  warm  in  their  zeal  againft  th^colomes^ 
began  fomewhat  to  forget  their  natural  human^  is 
their  anger.  They  tnfiiled^  that. every  appearaoce 
of  lenity  in  fuch  circumilances  was  adual  cmelffio 
the  effed,  by  ading  as  an  incentive  to  difi4>edicnce^ 
and  increafmg  the  objeds  of  punifliment*  That 
on  the  contrary,  partial  feverity  was  general  mercy  \ 
as  timdy  exertions  of  jiiftice,  and  Itf let  infliSiotis 

of 
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of  punifhmeht^  were  at  all  times  the.  Aire  means  of  177^ 
preventing  crimes^  Thatthe  only  method  of  fpeedily  '  ' 
crufliing  the  rebellion^  was  to  render  the  fituatiom 
of  the  a£tors  in  it  fo  intolerable*  that  a.  ceiTatioa 
irom  danger,  and  the  bleflings  of  repofe,  fhould 
become  the  only  obje£l&  of  their  contemplation  and 
hope.  That  the  means  were  but  little  to  be  attend* 
'Cd  to,  when  they  led  to  the  accomplifliment  of  fo 
great  and  happy  a  purpofe,  as  the  deilru£tion  of 
•rebellion,  and  the  reftoration  of  order  and  legal 
government. 

And  that  in  all  convulfions  of 'ilates,  the  innocent 
vere  too  frequently  invdved  in.the  calamities  which 
were  intended  or  wiihed.  to  be  confined  entirely  to 
^e  guilty;  but  fuch  was  the  lot  and  condition  cf 
mankind,  that  this  evil, .  however  deplored,  could 
not  in  numberleis  kiftances  be  avoided  or  prevented. 
This  do&ctne  was- j\ij^rted  by  the  avowed  friends 
of govcmme^  whether  outof  office^ or  in  the  {ubQC- 
dinate  departments  of  the  ftate  ;  it  was  alfo  gene- 
rally fuppofed  to  be  confonant  to  the  opinions  of 
the  mimfters,^  and  dot  General  Carleton's  ipruplcs 
ov  niceties  upon  this  point  were  by  no  means  ac* 
ceptablc. . 


« » 


However  this  was^  in  theprcfent  arrangement,  ^^^  -^^ 
the  aid  of  the  fayages  was  confidered  as  a  prfaici-  ^Hfh  em- 
pal  meqiber  of*  that  force  which  was  deilined  to  ploj  the 
-  the  profecution  of  the  northern  war^and  the  Gover-  «^«g«^ 
-nor  of  Canada  was  Accordingly  enjoined  to  ufe  his 
tttmoft  weight  and  influence,  in; bringing  the  Indian 
nadons^orward  in  fuppoittof  the  expedition.    His 
seal  was  as  aAive  in  fuffiHing  this  duty,  as;  it  was  in 
every  other  which  a^^vtained  to  the  prefent  Icr- 
^e.     Nor  was  his^  fuctcis  difpropordoned  to  his 
zeal.     Whcdier  it  proceeded  from  the  Governor's 
influence  with  the  Indians,  their  avidity  to  fcize  the 
psefimts  whictv  were  now  liberally  diilributed  a- 
'mongit  them)  from  their  own  innate  third  for  war 
.  .*.  and 
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<7.77,  and  plunder,  or  more  probabtyt  from  the  joint  oper* 
tdon  of  all  thefecaufes,  their  remote  as  well  as  near 
nations  poured  forth  their  warriors  in  fuch  abim* 
dance,  that  he  became  at  length  apprehenfive,  that 
their  numbers -might  render  them  an  incumbfance 
rather  than  waid  to  the  army. 

.  The  regular  force  allotted  to  the  expedition  coa* 
duded  by  General  Burgoyne,^  confilting  of  Britifli 
and  German  troops,  amounted  to  7173  men,  ex* 
clufive  of  the  artillery  corps.  Of  thefe,  the  Ger- 
man Corps  (confiiUng  moftly  of  Brunfwickers) 
amounted  to  3217.  "Hie  force  required  by  ^t 
General  in  the  propofals  whicli  he  laid  before  the 
Bilinifier,  conMed  of  Sodaregalars,  rank  and  file, 
befides  the  artillery,  a  corpiirf  Watermen,  aoooCana^ 
diaas,  indujiing  hatchetmen,  aad  other  Work  men, 
with  a  thoufand,  or  more,  iavag^^  We  have  no 
certain  information  what  nun^bers  of  thefe  auidlia- 
ries  were  in  a&ual  fervicc  upoa  the  expei&iom 

Canada  was  largely  rated^  ^  and  its  inhabitants 
mull  have  fiqnfibly  telt  the  pnofibrtioQ  which  thcjf 
were  allotted  to  contribute  towards  this  fenrice. 
lathe  propofiUs  laid  before  the  Minifter,  belidcs  die 
militia  and  various  fpecies  of  workmen  fuj4>ofed 
ncceflary  to  be  immediately  attached  to  the  army^ 
and  to  ^company  it  on  the:  esqiedition,  chains  of 
their  militia,  patroles,  and  pofts,  were  expected  to 
occupy  the  Woods  in  the  froaiders  on  the  nar  of 
the  army,  partly  to  intercept  the  communicatioiifce* 
tween  the  enemy,  and  the  ill  a&ftol  in  Canadbt 
p^lyto  prevent  defertion  and  to  {ffocur^  intdb^ 
ge^ce,  and  for  various  other  duties  neceflary  to- 
wards keeping  the  country  in  quiet.  Another  gr^t 
ca)l  upon  them  was  for  workmen  to  complete  di6 
fortifications  at  Sorel,  St«  John's,  Q^an^ee  and  lie 
auKoix,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  amounite 
aooo  men.  A  KilL  greater  call  upon  the  .Cwn 
dianSi  smd  the  more  grievoua,  aa  it  wa»  at  tb^ 

fa^ 
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feed  fowing  feafon,  was  for  the  tr^Ufport  of  all  the 
provifions,  artillery,  ftores,  and  baggage  of  the 
army,  from  the  different  repofitories  to  the  water, 
and  afterwards  at  the  carrying  places,  befides  the 
corvecs  for  making  the  roads.  It  was  eftimated 
that  this  fervice  would  for  fome  time  before,  and  at 
the  opening  of  the  campaign,  require  no  lefs  than 
2000  men,  befides  a  very  large  proportion  of 
hofrfes  and  czntp 

General  Burgoyne  was  feconded  by  able  and  ex- 
cellent officers.  •  Of  thefe,  Major-General  Phillips 
of  the  airttllery,  who  had  gained  fuch  diftinguiihed 
renown  by  his  condiid  in  that  fervice  during  the* 
late- war  in  Germany,  defervfes  to  be  particularly 
mentioned.  He  was  likewtfe  aififted  by  the  Briga* 
dier-Generalsj  Frazer,  Powel,  and  Hamilton,  all 
diftingaiihed  officers,  with  the  Brunfwick  Major- 
Generai  Baron  Reidefel,  and  Brigadier-General 
Specht.  The  army  was^  iri  every  refped,  in  the 
bed  condition  that  could  poffibly  be  expe&ed  or 
wifhed,  the  troops  being  in  the  bigheft  fpirits,  ad- 
mirably difciplined,  and  uncommonly  healthy. 

I.- 

The  detachment  on  the  expedition  to  the  Mo** 
hawk  River  under  Colonel  St.  Leger,  did  not  pro* 
bably  exceed  feven  or  eight  jiundred  men,  con(ift« 
ing  of  200  drawn  firom  the  8th  and  34th  regiments, 
a  regiment  of  New-Yorkers,  htely  raifed  by,  and 
under  the  command  of.  Sir  John  Johnfon,  being 
moftly  emigrants  from  his  own  country,  adjoining 
to  the  intended  fcene  of  a&ion,  with  fome  Hama 
Chaifeurs,  a  company  of  Canadians,  and  another  of 
newly^  raifed  rangers.  Thefe  were  joined  by  a 
firong  body  of  favages,  in  part  conduded,  or  if  it 
may  be  termed,  officered,  by  a  number  of  Blitifli 
and  Americans.  The  regular  force  left  in  Canada, 
including  the  Highland  emigrants  under  that  deno« 
mination,  amounted  to  about  3700  m^. 

M  mm  •  Th« 
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1777.  .  The  army  being  at  length  arriycd  and  encamped 
P"'^  at  the  River  Bouquet,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Lake 
Champlain,  and  at  no  very  great  diftance  to  the 
northward  of  Grown  Point,  General  Burgoyne, 
there  met  the  Indians  in  congrefe,  and  afterwards, 
in  compHance  with  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  people, 
June  21.  gave  them  a  war  feaft.  The  fpeech  which  he  made 
to  the  favages  upon  this  ocafion  has  been  publiflicd. 
ft  was  calculated  in  thofe  powerful  ftrains  of  elocu- 
tion by  which  that  gentleman  is  diflinguifhed,  to 
exci^  their  ardour  in  the  common  caule,  and  at  tlie 
fame  time  to  reprefs  their  barbarity.  For  this  pur* 
^e  he  took  pains  in  explaining  to  them  die  .di(&ic« 
tion,  between  a  war  carried  on  againft  a  conunon 
en^my,  in  which  the  whole  country  and  people  were 
hoftile,  and  the  prefent,  in  which  good  and  £uthfid 
fiibje^is  were  largely,  and  of  necdSty,  intermixed 
with  rebc^  and  traitors.  Upon  this  principle  he  laid 
down  feveral  injundions  for  the  government  of  their 
C(mdud,  particularly,  that  they  fiunild  only  kill  thofe 
who  were  oppofed  to  diem  in  arms ;  that  dd  men, 
wcMnen,  chUdfen,  and  prifoners,  fliould  be  held 
facred  from  the  knife  or  hatchet^  even  in  the  heat 
of  a£bual  conflid  ;  that  they  fhould  only  fcalp  thofe 
v^hom  they  had  (lain  in  fair  oppofition ;  but  diat 
under  no  pretpnce,  fubtlety,  or  colour  of  prevari- 
cation, they  fhould  fcalp  the  wounded,  or  even 
dying ;  much  hf$  kill  prifoners  in  that  condition,  by 
way  of  evading  the  injundibn.  And  they  were 
promifcd  a  compenfation  for  prbbners,  but  informed 
that  they  fhould  be  called  to  account  for  fcalps. 
Thefe  endeavours  did  in  fom£  meafu^e  mitigate, 
but  were  not  of  force  wholly  to  rcftrain  dieir  fero- 
city, of  which  f<»ne  unhappy  tttftances  afterwards 
appeared. 

The  General  foon  after  difperfed  a  nmnifefto, 
calculated  to  fpread  terror  among  the  contumacious, 
and  particH^rly  to  revive  in  their  minda  every  latent 
in^eilion  of  tear  derived  from  knowledge  or  infor- 
mation 
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inatioii  of  die.  cruel  operations  of  the  favages,  \vliofe  1 777. 
numbers  were  accordingly  magnified,  and  their  ear  v*>rs^ 
gernefs  to  be  let  loofe  to  their  prey,  dcfcribed  with 
uncommon  energy.  The  force  of  that  great  power, 
\i^hicb  was  now  fpread  by  fea  and  land,  to  embrace 
or  to  cruih  every  part  of  America,  was  difplayed  in 
iiiH,  lofty,  and.  cxpreflive  language.  The  rebellion 
with  its  effedls,  and  the  condu&  of  the  prefent  go- 
vernors and  governments,  were  charged  with  the 
higheft  colourings  and  exhibited  a  mod  hideous 
picture,  of  unp^alleled  injuftice,  cruelty,  perfecu- 
tion  and  tyranny.  Encouragement  and  employ- 
ment were  afTured  to  thofe,  who  with  a  difpofition 
and  ability  fuited  to  the  purpofe,  (hould  adually 
aflift  in  redeeming  their  country  from  flavery,  and 
in  the  re-eftablifbment  of  legal  government.  Pro- 
tection and  fecurity,  clogged  with  conditions,  re- 
ftriCted  by  circumftances,  and  rather  imperfedly  or 
inexplkity  ex^reiTed,  were  held  out  to  the  peaceable 
and  induftrious,  who  continued  in  their  habitations. 
And  all  the  calamities  and  outrages  of  war,  arrayed 
in  their  mofl  terrific  forms,  were  denounced  againft 
thofe  who  perfevered  in  their  hoftility. 

The  army  having  made  a  Oiort  ftay  at  Crown 
Point,  for  the  edabliihment  of  magazines,  an  hof<- 
pital,  and  other  necefiary  fervices,  proceeded,  iQ 
concert  with,the  naval  armament,  to  invert  Ticon- 
deroga,  which  was  the  firft  obje£k  of  their  deftina- 
tion.  Although  the  rafli  and  Ul  conduded  attempt 
made  upon  that  place  in  the  year  1758,  with  the 
confequcnt  repulfe  and  heavy  lofs  fuitained  by  the 
Britiih  army,  rendered  it  at  that  time  an  objed  of 
general  attention,  it  may  not  at  this  diftance  of  time 
be  wholly  unneceiTary  to  take  fome  notice  of  its 
fitiiation,  as  well  as  of  its  ilate  of  defence. 

Ticonderoga  lies  on  the  weftern  fhore,  and  only  Account 
a  few.  mil^s  <o  the  nprthward  from  the  commeiicc-  °^  'l'»<»n- 
ijcnt  of  that  narrow  inlet,  by  which  the  water  from  ^^^^ 

Lake 
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1777*  t^ake  George  is  conveyed  to  Lake  Chauiplain* 
Crown  Point  lies  about  a  dozen  miles  farther  north 
at  the  extremity  of  that  inlet.  The  firft  of  thefc 
{daces  is  fituated  on  an  angle  of  land,  which  is  fur- 
rounded  on  three  fides  by  water,  and  that  covered 
by  rocks.  A  great  part  of  the  fourth  fide  was  co- 
vered by  a  deep  morafe,  and  where  that  faDs,  the 
old  French  lines  (till  continued  as  a  defence  on  the 
sorth-weft  quarter.  The  Americans  ftrengthened 
thefc  lines  with  additional  works  and  a  block-houfe. 
They  had  other  pods  with  works  and  blockhoufes, 
on  the  lefe,  towards  Lake  George*  To  the  right 
of  the  French  lines  they  had  alfo  two  new  block* 
houfes  with  other  works. 

On  the  eaftem  (hore  of  the  inlet,  and  bppofite  to 
Ticonderoga^  the  Americans  had  taken  lUUmorc 
pains  in  fortifying  a  high  circular  hill  to  which  they 
gave  the  name  of  Mount  Independence.  On  the 
fummit  of  this,  which  is  Tableland,  they  h^d  ereflr- 
ed  a  liar  fort,  encjofing  a  large  fquare  of  barrack^ 
well  fortified  and  lupplied  with  artillery.  The  foot 
of  the  mountain,  which  on  the  wed:  fide  projeded 
into  the  water,  was  ftrongly  entrenched  to  its  edge, 
and  the  entrenchment  well  lined  with  heavy  artii* 
kry.  A  battery  about  half  way  up  the  mount, 
fuflained  and  covered  thefe  lower  works. 

The  Americans,  with  their  ufual  induftryy  had 
joined  thefe  two  pofls  by  a  bridge  of  communicatioil 
thrown  over  the  inlet.  This  was,  like  many  other 
of  their  performances,  a  great  and  moft  laborious 
Work.  The  bridge  was  fupported  on' 32  funkcn 
piers  of  very  large  timber,  placed  at  nearly  equal 
diitances  ;  the  fpaces  between  thefe  were  filled  with 
fcparate  floats,  each  about  fifty  feet  long  and  twelve 
feet  wide,  ftrongly  fattened  together  with  chains  ar.d 
rivets,  and  fts  effedu^lly  attached  to  thr  funken  pil- 
h|rs.     On  ihc  Lake  Uiaiiipiain  IkLq  (j^  tM  bridge. 
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it  was  defended  by  a  boom  compofcd  of  very  largt    1777- 
pieces  of  timber,  faftcncd  together  by  rivettcd  bolts  v-'^^'V 
and  double  chains,  made  of  iron  an  inch  and  half 
fquare.    Thus  not  only  a  communication  was  main* 
tained  between  thefc  two  pofts,  but  all  accefs  by 
water  from  the  northern  fide  was  totally  cut  o£ 

It  h  to  be  obferved,  that  as  the  inlet  immediately 
after  pailing  Ticonderoga,  aflumes  a  new  form, 
fuddenly  wideuing  to  a  confiderable  breadth,  and 
becoming  navigable  to  veffels  of  burden,  fo  from 
thence  it  alfo  holds  the  name  of  Champlain,  aU 
though  it  is  not  properly  a  part  of  the  lake.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  fouthcrn  gut  from  Lake  George, 
befides  being  narrow,  is  alfo  rendered  unnavigable 
by  fliallows  and  falls ;  but  on  its  arrival  at  Ticon- 
deroga,  it  is  joined  by  a  great  body  of  water  on  the 
caftern  fide,  called,  in  this  part.  South  River,  but 
higher  up  towards  its  lource,  before  the  junftion  of 
the  elder  branch  with  the  younger,  which  runs  from 
South  Bay,  it  is  known  under  the  appellation  of 
Wood  Creek.  The  confluence  of  thefe  waters  at 
Ticonderoga,  forms  a  fmall  bay  to  the  fouthward 
cf  the  bridge  of  communication,  and  the  point  of 
land  formed  by  their  jundion,  is  compoied  of  a 
mountain  called  Sugar  Hill. 

Notwithftanding  the  apparent  ftrength  of  Tlcon. 
deroga  from  what  we  have  hitherto  fecn,  it  is  en- 
tirely overlooked,  and  its  works  efici^uaily  com-? 
manded  by  Sugar  Hill.  This  circumftance  occa-' 
^oned  ^  coniuTtation  among  the  Americans  as  to^ 
the  fortifying  of  that  Mount ;  but  their  works  wero 
already  far  too  extcnfive  for  their  powers  of  defence, 
and  would  require  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men  tO 
be  effeaually  manned.  It  was  Ukewife  hoped,  thatr 
^e  difficulty  of  nccefs  to  the  Sugar  Mount,  and  the 
favage  inequality  of  its  furfuce,  would  prevent  tl*e 
enemy  from  ^tcppting  *^o  profit  of  its  fi^ujtt^n. 

It 
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1777?  It  'wrotjld  be  exceedingly  dtfikuk  finoat  the  inibr* 
^^^^^^  matipa  before  us,  to  form  any  autbeullc  eftimaic 
of  the  number  ef  Americans  that  were  in  &e  ^^tual 
defence  of  thefc  two  pofts.  It  appears  by  the  com- 
mander  in  chief,  General  St/  Clair's  exculpatory 
Tetter  ta  the  congrefs,  as  well  as  by  the  refolutions 
of  the  council  of  war,  which  accompanies  it,  that 
bis  -whole  force,  including  900  militia^  who  were  to 
quit  him  io  a  few  days,  was  only  about  3000  men ; 
that  thefe  were  ill  equipped,  and  worfe  armed  ;  par- 
licularly  in-  the  article  of  bayonets,  an  arm  fo  c&n* 
tial  in  the  defence  of  lines,  that  they  had  not  one 
to  ten. of  their  number.  This  account  would  fcem 
pot  only  latisfat^ory  but  conclufive,  if  it  bad  not 
been  contradided  by  others.  In  a  detail  of  the 
tianfaftions  of  the  campaign,  tranfmittcd  by  the 
war  office  of  Maflachufetts  Bay  to  the  Anaerican 
deputies  \sk  France,  and  for  the  conveyance  of  which 
a  light  fliip  was  fent  out  on  purpofc,  they  ftatc  St. 
Clair's  force  at  near  5000  men  well  equipped  and 
armed.  It  is,  however^  to  be  obfervcd,  that  they 
talk  with  great  bitternefs  of  that  Generars  condud^ 
as  he  bad  done  in  his  firll  letter  to  congrefsy  widl 
rdpecl  to  the  behaviour  of  two  of  their  rcgknects : 
It  may.alfo  be  fuppofed,  that  in  a  ftatemcnt  of  tteit 
affairs,  intended  to  operate  upon  the  fentiments  and 
condu£t  of  a  court,  from  which  they  already  receiv- 
ed eflenttal  benefits,  and  looked  forward  to  madi 
greater,,  they  would  rather  increafe  the  wei^^  rf 
blame  tpoa  an  unfortunate  officer^  thao  detrad 
from  the  public  opinion  of  their  own  cosdu^  wA 
power,  by  attributing  weaknefs  to  their  councii$» 
or  incfficacy  to  their  arms^ 

As  thft  royal  army  approached  to  the  objefit  flf 
its  dcftiuataon,  it  advanced  with  equal  caution  aa4 
order  on.  both  fides  of  the  lake,  the  naval  fofce 
keeping  its  flation  in  the  centre,  until  the  one  hid 
begua  to  enclore  the  enemy  oa  the  land  itd^Md 
tbw  frigates  and  gun-boats  caft:  anchor  juft  but  qf 

cannon 
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cannon ihot  from  their  works.  Upon4he  ndar.ap^  •i777- 
preach  of  the  right  tving  on  the  Ticonderoga  fide,  v^Srvy 
upon  the  2d  of  July,  the  Americans  immediately 
abandoned  and  fet  fire  to  their  works,  b!ock«ha>ttfes, 
and  &w-mills,  towards  Lake  George,  and  whhout 
felly,  intenruptioi[i,  or  the  fmalleft  motion  of  diver- 
iion,  permitted  Major  General  Phillips  to  take  pof* 
feffion  of  the  very  advantageous  poft  of  Mount  Hope, 
which  befides  commanding  their  lines  in  a  great 
and  dangerous  degree,  totally  cut  off  their  commu- 
nication with  that  lake.  The  fame  fupinenefs  and 
total  want  of  vigour  appeared  in  every  thing  on  their 
fide,  except  in  the  keeping  up  of  an  ineffedu^l  roar 
of  cannon,  which  was  fo  much  contemned  on  the 
other  as  not  to  be  once  returned* 

In  the  mean  while,  the  royal  army  proceeded  with 
fuch  expedition  in  the  conftruftion  of  its  works, 
the  bringing  up  of  artillery,  (lores  and  provifions, 
and  the  cttabliflimcm  of  its  ports  and  communica- 
tions, that  by  the  5th,  matters  were  fo  far  advanced,' 
as  to  require  little  more  time  for  completely  invcft- 
ing  the  ports  on  both  fides  of  the  lake.  $ugar  Hill 
was  alfo  examined,  and  the  advantages  it  prcfented 
were  fo  important,  though  attended  with  infinite 
labour  and  difficulty,  from  the  neceffity  of  making 
a  road- to  its  top  through  very  rough  ground,  and- 
conrtrufting  a  level  there  for  a  battery,  that  this 
arduous  ti(k  was  undertaken,  and  already  far  ad- 
vanced towards  its  completion,  through  the  fpirit, 
judgment,  and  aftive  induftry  of  General  PhiHips. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  a  hafty  council  was  on  that  Tlconde- 
day  held  by  the  American  Generals,  to  which  their  roga  cva- 
principal  went,  as  he  informs  us,  already  predcter-  ^"**^^ 
mined  a?  to  his  conduft.     It  was  reprefented,  that  ^^^^^ 
their  whole  effcdive  numbers  were  not  fufficicnt  to  caaarmy. 
man  one   half  of  the  works ;    that  as  the  whole 
muft  confequently  be  upon  conftant  duty,  it  would 
be  impofliWc  for  tfeem  to  fuftain  the  fatigue  for  any  • 

length 
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1777.  length  of  time;  and  that  as  the  enemy's  batteries 
^-^^^^  were  ready  to  open,  and  the  place  would  be  com- 
pletely invefted  on  all  fides  within  i^hdurs,  nothing 
could  fave  the  troops,  but  an  immediate  evacuation 
of  both  poKs.  This  determination  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  council,  Juid  the  place  was  accord- 
ingly evacuated  on  that  night. 

However  juftly  this  reprcfentation  of  their  con- 
dition and  circum  lances  was  founded,  and  however 
neceflary  the  determination  of  the  council  was  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  their  affairs,  one  apparently 
capital  error  on  the  fide  of  the  commanders,  mu/t 
ftrike  every  common  obferver.  If  their  force  was 
not  fufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  works,  why  did 
they  not  form  this  rcfolution  in  time?  Why  did 
they  not  withdraw  thQ  troops,  artillery,  and  ftores, 
and  demoliffi  the  works  before  the  arrival  of  the 
enemy  ?  Why  did  they  want  to  be  nearly  furrbund- 
ed,  until  their  retreat  was  more  ruinous  than  a  fur- 
render  under  any  conditions  4hat  could  be  propofed, 
and  little  lefs  deftruftive  in  the  events  than  if  the 
works  had  been  carried  by  (torm  ?  * 

.  Thefe  are  queftions  that  time  and  better  infor- 
matioa  alone  can  anfwer,  if  ever  they  fhould  clearly 
anfv^er,  in  favour  of  the  American  Generals. 

The  baggage  of  the  army,  with  fuch  artillery, 
ftpres,  and  provifions,  as  the  necellity  of  the  time 
would  permit,  were  embarked  with  a  ftrong  detach- 
ment on  board,  above  200  batteaux,  and  difpatched, 
under  convoy  of  five  armed  gallies,  up  the  fouth 
river,  in  their  way  to  Skenefborough.  The  main 
army  took  its  route  by  the  way  of  CalUetown,  to. 
reach  the  fame  pluce  by  land. 

JuljCtk  The  firft  light  of  the  morning  had  no  foQner  dif- 
covered  the  flight  of  the  enemy,  than  their  main, 
body  was  eagerly  purfued  by  Brigadier  General 

Frazer, 
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Frazcf,  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  confifting  of  1777. 
the  light  tfoops,  grenadiers,  dnd  fotne  other  corps. 
Major  General  Rcidcfel  was  alfo  ordered  to  join  in 
the  purfuit  by  land,  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
Brunfwick  troops,  cither  to  fupport  the  Brigadier^ 
or  to  ad  feparately,  as  occafion  might  require,  or 
circumftances  dire^l.  The  enemy  left  a  prodigious 
artillery  behind  them,  which  with  thofe  taken  or 
deftroyed  in  the  armed  veffels  at  Skcnefborought 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  128  pieces,  of  all  forts, 
ferviceable  and  unferviceable.  They  alfo  left  fomc 
military  (tores  of  difierent  forts,  and  no  inconfide^ 
table  itock  of  provifions  in  the  forts. 

General  Burgoyne  conduced  ,the  purfuit  by 
water  in  perfon.  That  bridge  and  thofe  works, 
which  the  Americans  had  laboured  hard  for  ten 
months  to  render  impenetrable,  were  cut  through 
in  lefs  time  by  the  Britifli  feamen  and  artificers^ 
than  it  would  have  cofl  them  to  have  defcribed 
their  ftruclure.  In  a  word,  they  did  their  bufineft 
with  fuch  fpeed  and  efitdl,  that  not  only^the  gun' 
boats,  but  the  Royal  George  and  Inflexible  frigates, 
had  pafled  through  the  bridge  by  mvit  o'clock  in 
the  morning.  Several  regiments  f inbarked  on. 
board  the  veffels,  and  the  purfuit  up  the  river  was. 
fupported  with  fuch  vigour,  that  by  three  o'clock  in' 
the  afternoon,  the  foremoft  brigade  of  the  gun- 
boats, was  clofely  engaged  with  the  enemies  gallies 
near  Skenefborough  Falls.  In  the  mean  time,  three 
regiments  which  had  been  landed  at  South  Bay, 
afcended  ^nd  paffed  a  mountain,  with  great  expe- 
dition, in  order  to  attack  the  enemy's  works  at  thei 
falls,  and  thereby  cut  off  their  retreat.  But  their 
fpecdy  flight  prevented  the  execution  of  that  defign. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  frigates,  the  gallics,  which 
were  already  overborne  by  the  gun-boats,  loft  all 
fpirit ;  two  of  them  were  accordingly  taken,  and 
three  blown  up.  The  rebels  now  giving  way  to 
tht  ir  defpair,  fct  fire  to  their  works,  ftockaded  forts, 
mills,  anid  battcaux,  after  which  they  cfcaped  as  well 

Kna  ^  aft 
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xf^y*  as  they  could  up  the  Wood  Creek.  This  ftroke 
'<y'>r\^  fcemed  to  complete  the  ruin  of  their  ill-fated  army, 
for  the  battqaux  were  deeply  loaded,  bcfides  their 
baggage,  with  ammunition,  (tores,  and  provifions ; 
fo  that  they  were  now  left  naked  in  the  woods, 
deftitute  of  provifion,  and  without  any  other  means 
of  defence,  than  what  they  derived  froni  the  arms 
in  their  hands. 

Confuiion  and  difniay,  equally,  attended  their 
main  body  on  the  left.  The  foldiers  had  loft  all 
relpe£t  for,  and  confidence  in  their  commanders. 
It  would  be  fruitlefs  to  expedt  refolution,  where  no 
order  nor  command  could'  be  maintamed. 

Brigadier  Frazer  continued  and  fupported  the 
chace  through  the  vehement  heat  of  a  burning  day, 
with  his  ulual  activity  and  vigour.  Having  receiv- 
ed intelligence  that  the  enemy's  rear  were  at  no 
great  diftance,  and  were  commanded  by  Colonel 
rancis,  one  of  their  bcft  and  braveft  olhcers,  his 
troops  lay  that  night  on  their  arms.  He  came  up 
with  the  imm^^  at  five  in  the  n^orhing,  whom  he 
found  ftrpngly  ported,  with  great  advantage  of 
ground,  anil,  il  ftill  greater  fuperiority-in  point  of 
number.  As  te '  expeded  every  moment  to  be 
joined  by  General  Reidefel,  and  was  apprehenfive 
that  the  ^nemy  might  efcape  if  he  delayed,  he  did 
not  hefitatc  to  begin  the  attack.  The  advantages 
which  they  polteflcd  in  ground  and  iiumber,  and 
perhaps  more  than  both,  the  goodnefs,of  their  cdm- 
mandcr,  induced  them  to  mSkt  a  better  ftand  than 
'might  have  been  expedcd  from  their  condition  iu 
other  refpcfts. 

As  Frazcr's  corps  was  not  fupported  near  fo  foon 
as  had  been  cxpeded,  the  engagement  was  long ; 
and  though  the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers  jgavc 
fcTcral  flriking  proofs  of  their  fuperiority,  anairs 
V  erc  ftill  undecided  and  critical.  Tlie  arrival  of 
the  Germans  was  at  length  decifive/    The  enemy 

•  •  fled 
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fled  on  all  fides,  leaving  their  brave  commander,  1777. 
with  many  other  officers,  and  above  200  private 
inch,  dead  on  the  field.  About  the  fame  nuniber, 
befides  a  Colonel,  feven  Captains,  and  ten  Subal- 
terns, were  taken  prifoners.  Above  600  were  fiip- 
pofed  to  be  wounded,  many  of  whom  perifhed  mifc- 
rably  in  the  woods.  The  principal  lofs  on  the  fide 
of  the  royal  army,  was  that  of  Major  Grant,  a  brave 
officer,  who  was  killed.  St.  Clair,  with  the  van  of 
the  American  army,  was  at  this  time  at  CalUetowh, 
about  fix  miles  farther  on.  Upon  the  account  of 
this  difafter,  and  of  the  ^orc  fatal  ftroke  at  Skenef- 
borough,  apd  under  the  apprehenfion  of  being  inter- 
cepted at  Fort  Arine,  he  ftruck  on  to  the  woods 
on  his  left,  probably  uncertain  whether  he  ihould 
dlrtOt  his  courfe  towards  the  New  England  pro- 
vinces and  the  upper  part  of  the  Connecticut,  or  to 
Fort  Edward. 

During  thefe  advantages  on  the  left.  Colonel 
Hill  was  detached  with  the  9th  regiment  from  Skenef- 
borough  towards  Fort  Anne,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  fugitives  who  fled  along  the  Wood  Crecte,  whilft 
another  part  of  the  army  was  employed  in  carrying 
batteaux  over  the  falls,  in  order  to  facilitate  their 
movement  to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  that  polt^ 
In  that  expedition,  the  Colonel  was  attstcked  by  a 
body  of  the  enemy,  confifting  as  he  conceived,  of  fix 
times  the  number  of  his  detachment,  who  finding 
all  their  efforts  in  front  totally  ineffeftual  to*  force 
the  judicious  pofition  which  he  had  taken,  attempt- 
ed to  furround  the  regiment.  This  alarming  at- 
tempt, put  him  under  a  ncceffity  of  changing  his 
ground  in  the  heat  of  a£lion. 

•Nothing  lefs  than  the  moft  perfeft  difclpline. 


fuppprted  by  the  cooleft  intrepidity,  could  have 
enabled  the  regiment  to  execute  fo  critical  a  move- 
ment in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  in  fuch  circum- 
ftahces.  It  was  however  performed  with  fuch 
ftcadiucfs  and  cffedt,  that  the  enemy,*  after  an  attack 

of 
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1777.  ^f  three  hours,  were  fo  totally  repulfcd,  and  wkh 
^•v^'  fuch  lofs,  that  after  fctting  fire  to  Fort  Anne,  they 

fled  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  towards*  Fort 

Edward,  upon  the  Hudfon*8  river. 

The  lofe  of  the  royal  army,  in  all  this  fcrvice, 

and  in  fo  many  different  engagements,  fomc  of 

which  were  warm,  and  feemed  liable  to  lofs,  was 

vei-y  fmall.    The  whole  in  killed  and  wounded,  not 

'piuch  exceeding  two  hundred  men. 

Such  was  the  rapid  torrent  of  fucccfs,  which  fwept 

crery  thing  away  before  the  northern  army  in  ^ 

outfet.     It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  both  officers 

?f  *k?    *^^  private  men  were  highly  elated  with  th^  for- 

^htfn  "^^^^J  ^^^  deemed  that  and  their  prowess  -  to  be 

<rmyun»  hrefiftible }  if  they  regarded  their- enemy  with  the 

dtr  Gen.  greateft  contempt,  and  conlidered  their  own  toils  t^ 

Bur-        be  nearly  at  an  end.     Albany  to  be  already  in  thdr 

goyw.      bands ;  and  the  reduftion  of  the.noirthern  provinces 

to  b^  rather  a  matter  of  fome  time,  than  an  arduooi 

talk  full  of  difficulty  and  danger,        ^  ^ 

At  home,  the  joy  and  exuhatipn  was  extreme  \ 
liot  only  at  court,  but  with  all  thofc  who  hoped  of 
wifhed  the  unqualified  fubjugation,  andunconditicn^I 
lubmiflion  of  the  colonics.     The  lofs  in  repytation 
was  greater  to  the  Americans,  and  capable  of  more* 
fetal  cdnfequenccs,  than  even  that  of  ground,  o| 
pofts,  of  artillery,  or  of  men.    All  the  contemptuous 
and  moft  degrading  charges  which  had  been  made 
by  their  enemies,  of  their  wanting  the  refolunoifc 
and  abilities  of  men,  even  in  the  defence  of  what*. 
ever  Was  dear  to  them,  were  now  repeated  and  be#? 
litved.     Thofe  who  ft:!l  rcojarded  thtm  ashmen; 
and  who  had  not  yet  loft  all  affcdion  to  them  as  • 
brethren;    who  alio  retained  hopes  that  a  happy  ^ 
reconciliation  upon  conllitutional  principles,  widi* 
out  facriticing  the  dignity  or  the  jult  auUioritytrf 
gorvcrximcnt  on.  the  one  fide,  or  a  dt ;re!e  Hon  pf  the 
rights  of  frecmien  ou  the  oiher,  W4s  apt  even  nuw 

xmpoj* 
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impofiible,  notwithflanding  their  favourable  difbo* 
fitions  in  general,  could  not  help  feeliag  upon  mia 
occafion,  that  the  Americans  funk  not  a  little 'in 
their  eiUmation.  It  was  not  difficult  to  diffuie  an 
opinion,  that  the  war  in  efted  was  over ;  and  that 
any  further  refiftance,  would  fcrve  only  to  render 
'  the  terms  of  their  fubmiflion  the  worfe.  Sucjii 
>vcrc  fome  of  the  imn^cdiatc  efFe^s  of  .^c  lofs  gf 
thofe  grand  keys  of  North  America,  Ticonderoga 
and  the  lakes. 

General  Burgoync  continued  for  fbrae  days,  witli 
the  army  partly  at  Skenefborough,  and  partly  fpread 
in  the  adjoining  country.  They  were  under  the  ne» 
ceflity  of  waiting  for  tne  arrival  of  tents,  baggage, 
and  provifions..  |n  the  mean  time,  no  labour  was 
fpared  in  opening  roads  by  the  way  of  Fort  Anne^ 
ior  advancing  againd  the  enemy.  Equal  induftr^ 
was  ufcd  in  clearing  the  Wood  Creek  from  the  ob- 
ftacles  of  fallen  trees,  funken  ftones,  and  other  im* 
pediments,  which  had  been  laid  in  the  way  by  the 
enemy,  in  order  to  open  a  paffage  for  batteaux, 
for  the  conveyance  of  artillery,  (lores,  provifions, 
:|nd  camp  equipage.  Nor  was  lefs  diligence  ufed 
at  Ticonderoga,  in  the  carrying  of  gun-boats,  pro- 
vifion  veflels,  and  batteaux,  over  land  into  Lake; 
George.  Thefe  were  all  laborious  works,  but  the 
fpirit  of  the  army  was  at  that  time  fuperior  to  toil 
or  dapgcr. 

General  Schuyler  was  at  Fort  Edward  upon  the 
Hudfon's  river,  where  he  was  endeavouring  to  coU. 
lc£l  the  militia,   and  had  been  joined  by  3t.  Clair, , 
M^ith  the  wretched  remains  of  his  army,  who  had  \ 
taken  a  round  about  inarch  of  fcven  days  through 
the  woods,  in  which,  from  the  exceeding  badnefs  . 
of  the  weather,  witb  the  want  of  covering,  provifions, 
and  all  manner  of  ncceflfaries,  they  had  fuffered  the 
mod  extreme  mifery.     Many  others   of  the  fugi- 
tives had  alfo  arrived  ;  but  fo  totally  broken  down, 
^at  they  were  nearly  as  deftitute  of  arms,  ammu. 

aicion^ 
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tTfj*  nitibn,  and  all  the  mitcrikls  of  war,  as  they  were  of 
^  "^""  '  vijgotit^  hope,  ipirit,  to  tcfe  them  with  efffeCt 

AWic^h  the  dired  diftance  fironi  Fort  Aiine^ 
where  the  batteaux  navigation  on  Wood  Creek  de- 
termined, or  tven  from  Skenefborough  to  Fort  Ed- 
wardy  was  no  greater,  than  what  in  England  would 
be  eonfjdcred  as  a  moderate  ride  of  excrcifc,  yet 
-futlris  the  favage  fece  and  imprafticable  nature  of 
the  country,  and  fuch  were  the  artificial  difficulties 
yhich  the  induftry  of  the  enemy  had  thrown  in  the 
way,  that  the  progrefs  of  the  army  thither,  was  a 
work  of  much  preparation,  time,  and  labour,  ft 
^iU  fcarccly  be  bcHevcd  in  after  tim^s,  and  may 
now  be  received  with  difEculty  in  any  other  plart  oiF 
the  world,  that  it  coft  an  adive  and  fpiritdd  armj^ 
without  any  enemy  in  force  to  impede  its  progrefs, 
Bot  many  fewer  days  in  paffing  from  one  part  to 
another  of  a  country,  than  the  diftance,  in  a  dired 
line,  wrnild  have  meafured  miles.  Yet  fuch,  how- 
ever  extraordinary,  is  the  fad.  Befides  that  the 
country  was  a  wildernefs  in  almoft  every  part  of  the 
paffugc,  thfr  enemy  had  cut  large  timber  trees  in 
iuch  a  manner,  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  as  to  fatt 
acrofi  and  lengthways,  with  their  branches  intcr- 
wovfcrt  ;  fo  that  the  troops  had  feveral  layers  of 
thefe  frequently  to  remove,  in  places  where  they 
could  not  ptJmbly  take  any  other  direftion.  The 
face  of  the  country  was  hkewifc  fo  brbkeil  witH 
creeks  and  marflies,  that  in  that  Ihort  fpace,  they  bad 
fto  lefs  th^il  forty  bridges  to  conftruft,  befides  odiers 
to  repair  ;  and  one  of  thefe  was  of  log  work,  oYct 
a  mofafs  two  miles  hi  extent.  All  thefe  toils  a«d 
difRctrities  were  encountered  and  overtofne  by  flrf 
troops  with  their  ufual  fpirrt  and  alacrity.  The  ene- 
my were  too  weak,  too  mruch  difpirited,  an((  j^ito- 
baWy  too  much  afraid  of  the  Indians,  to  zddt^ltff 
materially  to  thefe  difficulties.  Some  ikirmiftii^ 
zivi  firing  there  was,  however  on  every  day*s  mardl^ 
itt  which,  as  ufual,  they  conllantfy  camt  off  to&ffc 

It 
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It  is  true,  that  General  Burgoyne  might  have  1777. 
adopted  another  route  to  Hudfofi's  fiver,  by  which 
moft  of  thefe  particular  difficulties  would  have  been 
avoi4pd.  By  r^turgiing  dpw»  the  5ou|Ji  mqx;  t(ar . 
TIcon4eroga,  I^q  might  ag^inhave  embarkedthAarmy 
on  Lake  George,  and  proceeded  to  the  fort,  which 
takes  its  name,  and  lie$  at  its  head,  from  whencp 
there  is  a  waggon  road  to  Fort  Edwgird,  To  thisij^ 
was  obje£bcd,  and  probably  with  reafpQ,  ths^t  a  rfi^ 
trogadq  motion  in  the  height  of  vi&ory,  would  tend 
greatly  to  abate  that  panic  with  which  the  epcrny 
were  confounded  and  overwhelmed  ;  that  it  would, 
even  cool  the  ardour,  and  check  the  animation  of 
the  troops,  t;o  call  th^qi  offfrqnx  the  profecution  of 
their  fuccefs,  to  a  cold  and  fpiritlefs  voyage  ;-  and 
that  their  expedition  wjould  undoubtedly  be  checked 
by  the  refiftance  and  delay  which. they  muft  exped  at 
Fqrt  Geqrge  ;  wliercas  when  t^  garrifon  perceived 
that^  the  army  was  marching  in  a  direftion,  which 
was  likely  to  cut  oflF  their  retreat,  they  would  un- 
doubtedly confult  their  fafety  in  time,  by  abandon- 
ing the  poft* 

The  enemy  abandoned  Fort  Edward,  and  retired 
to  Saratoga,  at  the  approach  of  the  royal  army,  which, 
from  the  impediments  we  have  feen  in  the  march, 
was  not.  until,  the  end  of  July.  The  enthufiafm  of 
the  army,  as  well  as.  of  the  General,  upon  their  arri* 
val  on  the  Hudfon's  river,  which  had  been  fo  long 
the  objed  of  their  hopes  and  wifhes,  maybebettcj^ 
conceived  than  defcribed.  A^  the  enemy,  by  pre* 
vioufly  abandoning  Fort  Geqrge^  and  burning. their, 
veflels  had  left  the  lake  entirely  open,  a  great  em* 
barkation  of  provilions,  ftores,  and  neceffaries  wa; 
already  arrived  at  that  poft  from  Ticondcroga.  Th^ 
army  w^s  accordingly  fully^  and  immediately  end- 
ployed,  in  tranfporting  thefe  articles,  wiib  artillery, 
oattcaux,  and  fuch  other  matters  as  they  judged 
neceflary  for.  the {)rofecution  of  their, future  mea- 
fures,  from  iPort  George  to  Hudfon*s  river. 

€HAP. 
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General  terror  excited  hy  the  hp  of  Tkondtrogat  and  the  exfeOei 
frogrefi  ef  thefavages.     Nenn  Eengiand  governmeats  ei»Hoiih* 
fiandimg  Jhenv  no  afpearahceef/ubmiffion*     Arnold Jtni  nuiti 
a  reinforcement  to  the  northern  army%     III  effeOs  produced  hy 
$he  cruelties  of  the  Indians.       Difficulties   experienced  by  the 
royal  army   in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Ednuard*  cmd  im 
tie  conveyance  of  prooifions  and  ftores  from  Lake  George* 
Movement  made  donsm  the  North  River ^  and  a  bridge  ef  rajle 
ihrown  over  near  Saratoga  f  in  order  to  facility: te  the  oteratiot^ 
of  Colonel  St.  Legen     Expedition  to  furprize  the  Magazmer 
at  Bennington,    under  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Baum.     CoUnci 
Breyman  c  rdered  forvoard  to  f upper t  the  expedition,     Bamm  die* 
feuted  and  taken  prifoner  i  Breyman  aljb  defeated*    III  cos^e* 
i§uences.     Fort   Stanivix  obftinately  defended  againft   Coiend 
St  Legcr^     General  Harkinter  attends  to  relieve  the  fir t  mjitb 
a  body  of  militia,  nvho  arc  mofHy  cut  to  pieces^     Cruelty ^  and 
ill  conduct  of  the  favages  :  grotv  fullen  and  int ratable  ;  ob^ 
iige  Colonel  St.  Leger  to   raife  thejiege  «with  prwcipiiation  and 
iofs.     Villainy  of  their  behaviour  on  the  retreat.     Seige  raifed 
before  the  arrival  of  Arnold  and  bis  detachment  to  the  relief  ^ 
the  fort*     General  Gates  takes  the  command  of  the  American 
ai'my.     General  Burgoyne  nvttb  the  royal  army  pafs  the  North 
River  at  Saratoga,  and  advance  to  attack  the  enimy  mar  StiM 
Heater.     Difference  of  opinion  upon  that  moafure^  eu  noell  ae 
the  motive f  which  led  to  its  being  adopted.     Severe  and  beao§ 
aflion  on  the  nineteenth  of  Septenther,    Both  armies  fortify  thnr 
camps.      Unfortunate  a£lion  on   he  feventh  of  Odoher,     Camp 
Jhrmed*     Death   of  General  Frazer^  Colonel  Breyman  ^  am 
Sir  James  Clarke.     Difireffed  Jituation  of  the  royal  army^ 
Maflerly  movement  made^    and  an  entire  tienn  pofition  taken  in 
She  night.     New  engagement  eagerly  fought ^  but  refufed  en  the 
next  day  by  the  enemy.     Retreat  to  Saratoga*     Previous  de* 
fertion  of  the  Indians  and  of  hers.     Royal  army  reduced  to  the 
utmofiftreights.     Nearly  furrounded  on  all  fides*     Cut  off  from 
ail  means  of  fubfiftence^  and  po^biliiy  of  retredf.     Councils.^ 
miar.     Convention  concluded  nvith  General  Ga^*     Terwu  if 
the  convention.     State  of  the  army,     Succefsful  expedition  fy 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  General  Vanghan  up  the  North  Rjverm 
Several  firts  taken ;  Efopus  and  other  places  defiroyed.     Cede* 
net  Campbell^  with  the  Majors  Still  and  Grants    and  Bmd 
GreAoufkht  a  Poiijh  nobleman,  killed  in  this  expedi^atu 
obfirvations  on  the  campaign* 


1777, 


NOTHING  could  exceed  the  aftoni(hmcnt .  and 
terror,  whidi  the  lols  of  Ticonderoga  and  its 

imr 
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immediate  confcquences,    fpread  throughout    the    1777. 
New-England  Provinces,     The  Gencrars  manifcfto  V^vxy 
In  which  he  difplayed  the  powers  and  numbers  oT 
thefavages,  added  perhaps  to  the  effefl:.  v  It  was  re-  '^ 
markablc,  however,  that  in  the  midft  of  all  thefe  dif** 
afters  and  confequent  terrors,  nd  fort  of  difpofition 
to  fubmit  appeared  in  any  quarter. 

The  New  England  governments   iti  piirticular, 
though  moft  immediately  menaced,  did  not  fink 
under  their  apprchcnfion  of  the  common  danger; 
They,  as  well  as  the  congrcfs,  afted  with  vigour* 
and  firmnefs  in  their  eflForts  to  repel  the  enemy* 
Arnold,  whom  we  have  lately  feen  at  the  engage- 
ment at  Danbury^  was  irarmediately  fent  to  the  rein* 
forcement  of  the  northern  army,  who  carried  with 
him  a  train  of  artillery  which  he  received  fromWafhf 
ington.   On  his  arrival  he  drew  the  American  troops 
back  from  Saratoga  to  Still  Water,  a  central  fitua-*     , 
tion  between  that  place,  and  the .  mouth  of  the 
Mohawk  River,  where  it  falls  into  Hudfon's.    This 
movement^  was  to  be  nearer  at  hand  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  Colonel  St.  Leger^  who  was  now  advanc- 
ing upon  the  former  of  thefe  rivers#    His  forces 
were  daily  increafed  through  the  outrages  of  the 
favages,  who,  notwithftanding  the  regulations  and 
endeavours  of  General  Burgoyne,  were  too  prone 
to  the  exercifc  of  their  ufual  cruelties,  to  be  cfffec- 
tually  reftraincd  by  any  means.    The  friends  of  the 
royal  caufe,  as  well  as  its  enemies,  were  equally 
victims  to  their  indifcriminate  rage.     Among  other 
irtftances    of   this    nature,    the   murder   ot    Mifs 
Mc  Crea,  which  happened  fomc  fmail  time  after,  |^jf^  ^ 
ftruck  every  breaft  with  horror.     Every  circum-  Crea  in- 
flance  of  this  horrid  tranfaftion  ferved  to  render  it  humanly 
more  calamitous  and  afllifting*     The  young  lady  is  murdw- 
reprcfented  to  have  been  in  all  the  innocence  of  ^^' 
youth,  and  bloom  of  beauty.    Her  father  was  faid 
to  be  deeply  interefted  in  the  royal  caufc ;  and  to- 
wind  up  the  cataftrophe  of  this  odious  tragedy,  file 

'  O  o  o  was  -^ 
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1 777.    was  to  have  Iw^cn  niarried  to  a  Britiih  officer  on  the 
<^^^>^^^   very  day  that  flic  was  malTacred. 

Occafion  was  thence  taken  to  exafperate  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  blackoi  the  royal  party  and  army.  Peo- 
ple were  too  apt  to  jumble  promifcuouily,  and  to 
place  in  one  point  of  view,  the  cruelties  of  thefc 
barbarians,  and  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  ex- 
erted. They  equally  execrated  both.  Whilft  they 
abhorred  and  detefted  that  army,  whith  fubmttted 
to  accept  of  fuchanaid,  they  loudly  condemned 
and  reprobated  that  government,  which  could  call 
fuch  auxiliaries  mto  a  civil  conteft  ;  thereby  endca- 
yburin^,  as  they  ^aid^  not  to  iubdue  but  td  bxter- 
minatc,  a  people  whom  they  afFefted  to  confider, 
and  pretended  to  reclaim  as  fubjeds.  General 
Gates,  in  the  courfe  of  thdfe  traniaciions,  wa^  not 
^wanting  by  feveral  publications  to  aggravate  and 
inflame  the  piAure  of  thefe  excefles ;  and  with  no 
fmall  efieft.        *  '  -     -  . 

By  this  means,  the  advantages  expe&ed  froiA  the 

.  terror  excited  by  thefe  favage  auxiliaries  were  not 

only  counteradied  ;    but  this  terror  rather,  it  nl^y 

be  thought,  produced  a  diredly  contrary  cSc&. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  open  and  frontier  countries 

had  no  choice  of  ading ;   they  had  no  means  of 

fecurity  leit^  but  by  abandoning  their  habitations, 

and  taking  up  arms.    Every  man  faw  the  neceifity 

of  becoming  a  temporary  foldier,  not  only,  for  his 

«  own  fecurity^  but  for  the  protection  and  defence  of 

thofe  connexions  which  are  dearer  than  life  itfelf. 

Thus  an  army  was  poured  forth  by  the  woods, 

juountaxns,  and  marflies,  which  in  this  part  were 

thickly  fown  with  plantations  and  villages.     The 

Americans  recalled  their  courage ;  and  when  their 

regular  army  fecmed  to  be  entirely  wafted,  the  fpirit 

of  the  country  produced  a  much  greater  and  more 

formidable  force. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  army  under  General  Bur-    \^^^* 
.  goyne,  in  the  neighbourhood  6f  Fort  Edward,  be-  v^w^ 
gan  to  experience  thofe  difficulties,  which  increafed  DifficS- 
as  it  farther  advanced,  until  they  at  length  became  ties  un- 
infurmountable.     From  the  30th  of  July,    to  the  dcr  which 
1 5th  of  Auguft,  the  army  was  continuaUy  employed,  'G*  ^",'"" 
and  every  poffible  mcafure  ufed,  for  the  bringing  ^^"4*. 
forward  of  batteaux,  provifions  and  ammunition,  bourcd. 
from  Fort  George  to  the  firft  navigable  part  of 
Hudfon's  River,  a  diftance  of  about  1 8  miles^   The 
toil  was  exceflive  in  this  fervice,  and  the  effed  in 
no  degree  equivalent  to  the  expence  of  labour  and 
time.     The  roads  were  in  fome  parts  deep,  and  in 
others  required  great  repairs.     Of  the  horfes  which 
had  b^en  fupplied  by  contraA  in  Canada^  through 
the  various  delays  and  s^ccidents  attending  fo  long 
and  intricate  a  combinatipn  of  paflfage  by  land  and 
carriage  by  water,  not  more  than  one  third  were- 
yet  arrived. .  The  indufbry  of  the  General  had  bee^ 
able  to  coUeft  no  more  than  50  teams  of  oxen,  in 
air  the  country  through  which  he  had  marched,  or 
this  in  which  he  at  prefent  fojoUrned.     Thefe  re- 
fources  were  totally  inadequate  to  the  purpofes  of 
fupplying  the  army  with  provifions  for  its  current 
confumption,  and  to  the  edablifliment  at  the  fame 
time  of  fuch  a  magazine  as  would  enable  it  to  pro- 
fecute  the  further  operations  of  the  campaign.     Ex- 
ceeding heavy  rains  added  to  all  thefe  difficulties  j 
and  the  impediments  to  the  fervice  were  fo  various 
and  ftubborn,  that  after  the  utmoft  exertions  for 
fifteen  fucceffive  days,  there  was  not  above  four 
days  provifion  in  (lore,  nor  above  ten  batteaux  in 
the  Hudfon*s  River. 

•  In  thefe  embarraffing  and  diftreffing  circum- 
(binces,  the  General  received  intelligence,  that 
Colonel  St.  Leger  had  arrived  before,  and  was  con- 
ducting his  operations  againft  Fort  Stanwix.  He 
initantly  and  juftjy  conceived,  that  a  rapid  move- 
ment forward  at  this  critical  juncture  would  be  of 

the 
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^777 •  the  utmoft  importance*  If  the  enemy  proceeded 
^^-^'^^rx^  up  the  Mohawk,  and  that  St.  Leger  fuccecded,  he 
*  would  be  liable  to  get  between  two  fires ;  or  at  any 

rate.  General  Burgoyne*s  army  would  get  between 
him  and  Albany,  fo  that  he  muit  either  ftand  an 
action,  or  by  pafling  the  Hudfon's  river,  endeavour 
to  fecurc  a  retreat  higher  up  to  tlic  New-England 
provinces.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  abandoned 
Fort  Stanwix  to  its  fate,  and  fell  back  to  Albany, 
the  Mohawk  country  would  of  courfe  be  entirely 
laid  open,  the  jundtion  with  St.  Leger  eftabliflicd, 
and  the  combined  army  at  liberty  s^nd  Icifure  to 
prefcribc  and  fliufe  its  future  line  of  operation. 

The  propriety  of  the  movement  was  evident; 
but  the  difficulty  lay,  and  great  indeed  it  was,  in 
finding  mean^  to  carry  the  defign  into  execution. 
To  maintain  fuch  a  communication  with  Fort  George 
during  the  whole  time  of  fo  extcnfive  a  movement, 
as  would  afford  a  daily  fupply  of  provifion  to  an 
army,  wbilfl  its  diftance  wa»  continually  increafmg, 
and  its  courfe  liable  to  frequent  variation,  was  ob* 
vioufly  impra^icable.  The  army  was  too  weak  to 
afford  a  chain  of  pofts  forVuch  an  extent ;  continual 
efcorts  for  every  feparate  fupply  would  be  a  ftill 
greater  drain  ;  and  in  either  cafe,  the  enemy  had  a 
body  of  militia  within  a  night's  march,  at  White 
Creek,  iufficient  to  break  the  line  of  communication. 

Some  other  fource  of  fupply  was  therefore  to  be 
fought,  or  the  defign  to  be  dropped,  and  the  prof- 
peQ:  of  advantage  which  it  prcfentcd  totally  rclin- 
quiflied.  The  enemy  received  large  fupplies  of  live 
cattle  from  the  New-England  provinces,  which 
paffing  the  upper  part  of  the  ConncSicut  river,  took 
the  route  to  Manchefter,  Arlington,  and  other  parts 
of  the  New  Hamplhirc  grants,  a  tract  of  land  dif- 
puted  between  that  province  and  New- York,  until 
they  were  at  length  depofited  at  Bennington,  fi^om 
whence  they  vfcfc  conveyed,  as  occafion  required 

to 


Chap-  XVI-        Ci vrL  War  m  A  M  E  R  I  C  A.        [469 

to  the  rebel  army.    Bennington  lies  between  the  1777* 
forks  of  the  Hofick  river,  before  their  obtaining  ^-^^"^^^ 
that  name,  and  without  being  touched  by  either,       ^ 
and  not  20  miles  to  the  eaftward  of  Hudfon's,  a 
place  fo  obfcure,  and  fo  incapable  from  iituatibn  of 
being  otherwife,that  nothing  but  the  prefent  troubles 
could  have  called  it  into  notice.     It  was  however  at 
this  time,  befides  being  a  (lore  for  cattle,  a  depofit 
for  large   quantities  of  corn  and  other  neceflaries  ; 
and  what  rendered  it  an  objeft  of  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  royal  army,  a  large  number  of  wheel 
carriages,  of  which  they  were  in  particular  want, 
were  alfo  laid  up  there,      lliis  j^ace  was  guarded 
by  a  body  of  militia,  which  underwent  fuch  frequent 
changes  that  its  number  was  neceflarily  uncertain. 

The  General  faw  that  the  poffeffion  of  this  depofit 
would  at  once  remove  all  the  impediments  that  rc- 
ftrained  the  operations  of  the  army,  and  cnablehimto 
proceed  direftly  in  the  profecution  of  his  defigiu 
He  accordingly  laid  a  fcheme  to  furprize  the  place, 
and  entrufted  the  execution  of  it  to  the  German 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Beaum,  who  had  been  already 
feleded,  and  was  then  preparing  to  conduct  an  ex- 
pedition tending  to  fimilar  purpofes,  towards  the 
borders  of  the  ConnctVicut  River. 

The  force  allotted  to  this  fervice  amounted  to 
about  500  men,  confiding  of  about  200  of  Reidefers 
difmounted  German  Dragoons,  Captain  Frazcr's 
markfmen,  the  Canada  volunteers,  a  party  of  pro- 
vincials who  were  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  about  a  hundred  Indians  ;  the  corps 
carried  with  them  two  light  pieces  of  artillery. 

In  order  to  facilitate  this  operation,  and  to  be 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  it's  fuccefs,  the  army 
moved  up  the  eaft  fliore  of  Hudfon^s  river,  where  it 
encamped  nearly  oppofitc  to  Saratoga,  having  at  the 
fame  time  Lieutenant-Colonel   Breyman's    corps, 

con- 
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1777.  confiding  of  the  Brunfwick  grenadiers,  light  infan- 
try, and  Chaffeurs,  polled  at  Batten  KiH,  in  order 
if  neceflary  to  fupport  Beaum. 

The  latter  in  his  march  fell  in  with  a  party  of  Ae 
enemy  who  were  efcorting  fome  cattle  and  provifions, 
both  of  which  he  took  with  little  difficulty  and  fent 
back  to  the  camp.  The  fame  fetal  impediment 
which  retarded  all  the  operations  of  the  army,  viz, 
the  want  of  horfes,  and  carriages,  concurred  with 
the  badnefs  of  the  roads  in  rendering  Beauni's  ad- 
vance fo  tedioys,  that  the  enemy  were  well  informed 
of  his  defign,  and  had  time  to  prepare  for  his  re- 
ception. Upon  tis  approach  to  the  place,  having 
received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  too  ftroBg 
to  be  attacked  by  his  prefent  force  with  any  profpcft 
of  fuccefs,  he  took  a  tolerable  good  poft  near  Sant- 
coick  Mills,  on  the  nearer  branch  of  what  becomes 
afterwards  the  Holick  river,  which  is  there  called 
Walloon  Creek,  and  ut  about  four  miles  diftancc 
from  Bennington ;  difpatching  at  the  fame  time  an 
exprcfs  to  the  General  with  an  account  of  his  fitua- 
tion. 

■  . 

Colonel  Breyman  was  accordingly  difpatched 
from  Batten  Kill  to  reinforce  Beaum.  That  evil 
fortune  now  began  to  appear,  which  for  fome  time 
continued  to  fweep  every  thing  before  it.  Breyman 
was  fo  overlaycd  by  bad  weather,  fo  funk  and  cm- 
barraifed  in  bad  roads,  and  met  with  fuch  delap 
from  the  weaknefs  and  tiring  of  horfes,  and  the 
difficulty  of  paffing  the  artillery  carriages,  through 
a  country  fcarcely  pradicable  at  any  time,  and  now 
rendered  much  worfe  by  the  continual  rain,  that  he 
was  from  eight  in  the  morning  of  the  1 5th  of  Aug. 
to  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  not- 
withftanding  every  poffible  exertion  of  men  airf 
officers,  in  getting  forward  about  twenty-four 
miles. 

A  Gene- 
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A  General  Starke,  who  commanded  the  militia   1 777I 
at  Bennington,  determined  not  to  wait  for  the  junc-  v*^"^''^^ 
tion  of  the  two  parties,  advanced  in  the  morning,  ^      ^^^ 
whilft  Breyman  was  yet  ftruggling  with  the  difficul- 
ties of  his  march,  to  attack  Beaum  in  his{>ofl:,  which 
he  had  entrenched,  and  rendered  as  defenfible  as 
time  and  its  nature  would  permit*    The  loyal  pro- 
vincials who  were  albng  with  him,  were  fo  eager  in  Coion^is 
their  hopes  to  find  what  they  wilhed  to.be  real,  that  Bcaum 
when  the  enemy  were  furrounding  his  poft  on  all  andBrcy- 
fides,  they  for  fome  time  perfuaded  him,  that  they  ™*'*  ^^' 
were  bodies  of  armed  friends  who  were  coming  to  *^*^^^- 
his  afSftance,     The  colonel  foon  difcovered  their 
error,  and  made  a  brave  defence.    His  fmall  works 
being  at  length  carried  on  every  fide^  and  his  two 
pieces  of  cannon  taken,  moft  of  the  Indians,  with 
fcveral  of  the  Provincials,  Canadians,  and  Britifh 
markfmen,  efcaped  in  the  woods.    The  German 
dragoons,  ftill  kept  together,  and  when  their  am- 
munition was  expended,  were  Bravely  led  by  their 
Colonel  to  charge  with  their  fwords.     They  wcr^ 
foon  overwhelmed,  and  the  furvivors,  among  whom 
was  their  wounded  Colonel,  were  made  prifoners. 

*  ^  rf       ^  ■  - 

Breyman,  who  had  the  hard  fortune  not  to  receive 
the  fmalleft  information  of  this  engagement,  arrived 
near  the  fame  ground  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
where  inftead  of  meeting  his  friends,  he  found  his 
detachment  attacked  on  all  fides  by  the  enemy. 
Notwithftanding  the  fevere  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone, his  troops  behaved  with  great  vigour  and 
refolution,  and  drove  the  Americans  in  the  begin- 
ning from  two  or  three  different  hills  on  which 
they  had  ports.  They  were  however  at  length  over- 
powered, and  their  ammunition  being  unfortunately 
expended,  although  each  foldier  had  brought  out 
forty  rounds  in  his  pouch,  they  were  obliged  with 
great  reludance  to  abandon  the  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery they  had  brought  with  them,  and  to  retreat  in 
the  beft  manner  they  could ;    a  circumftance  to 

which 
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17771   which  the  latends  of  the  evening  was   very  fa- 
vourable. 

iThe  lofe  of  men  fufiained  by  thefc  two  erigage-> 
xnents  could  not  be  lefs  than  five  or  fix  hundred, 
of  whom,  however,  the  greater  part  were  prifoners. 
But  this  was  not  the  only  or  the  grcateft  lofs.  The 
reputation  and  courage  which  it  a&rded  to  the 
militia,  to  find  that  they  were  able  to  defeat  regular 
forces ;  that  neither  Engliflimen  nor  Germans  were 
invincible,  nor  invulnerable  to  their  imprefiion ; 
and  the  hope  and  confidence  excited  by  the  artillery, 
and  other  trophies  of  viaory,  were  or  jnuch  greater 
confequence.  This  was  the  firit  turn  which  fortune 
ha4  taken  in  &V0ur  of  the  Americans  in  the  northern 
war,  fmce  fbme  time  before  the.  d^ath  of  Montgo- 
mery ;  misfortune  had  fucceeded  misfortune,  and 
defeat  had  trod  upon  the  heels  of  defeat,  fince  that 
period.  This  was  the  firil  inftance  in  the  prefent 
campaign,  in  which  flie  feemed  even  wavering, 
much  lefs  that  ihe  for  a  mofnent  quitted  the  royal 
(landard.  The  exultation  was  accordingly  :great  on 
the  one  fide ;  nor  could  the  othi^r  avoid  feeliBg  tome 
damp  to  that  eagernefs  of  hope,  and  receiving 
ibme  check  to  that  aifured  confidence  of  fucctfs, 
which  an  unmixed  feries  of  fortunate  events  muft 
naturally  excite. 

St.  Legcr's  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanwix,  (now 
named  by  the  Americans  Fort  Schuyler)  was  foon 
afi:er  it^  commencement  favoured  by  a  fuccefs  fo 
fignal,  as  would  in  other  cafes,  and  a  more  fortu- 
nate feafon,  have  been  decifive,  as  to  the  fate  of  a 
llronger  and  more  important  fortrefs.  General 
Harkimer,  a  leading  man  of  that  country,  was 
marching  at  the  head  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  of 
the  Tryon  county  militia,  with  a  convoy  of  provi- 
fions,  to  the  relief  of  the  fort.  St.  Lcger,  well 
aware  of  the  danger  of  being  attacked  in  his  trenches, 
and  of  withftanding  the  whole  .weight  of  the  gar- 

rifon 
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rifon  in  fome  particular,  and  probably  weak  point    1777. 
at  the  fame  inftant,  judicioufly  detached  Sir  John   v>->r\^ 
Johnfon  with  fome  regulars,  the  whole  or  part  of 
his  own  regiment,  and  the  favages,  to  lie  in  ambufli 
in  the  woods,  and  intercept  the  enemy  upon  their 
march. 

It  fhould  feem  by  the  condud  of  the  militia  and 
their  leader,  that  they  were  not  only  totally  ignorant 
of  all  military  duties,  but  that  they  had  even  never 
heard  by  report  of  the  nature  of  an  Indian  war,  or 
of  that  peculiar  fervice  in  the  woods,  to  which  from 
its  nature  and  fituation  this  country  was  at  all  times 
liable.  Without  examination  of  their  ground, 
without  a  reconnoitring,  or  flJinking  party,  they 
plunged  blindly  into  the  trap  that  was  laid  for  their 
deflrudion.  Being  thrown  into  a  fudden  and  in- 
evitable diforder,  by  a  near  and  heavy  fire  on  al- 
mbft  all  (ides,  it  was  completed  by  the  Indians,  who 
inflantly  purfuing  their  fire,  ruftied  in  upon  their 
brqken  ranks,  and  made  a  moft  dreadful  flaughtcr 
amongft  them  with  their  fpears  and  hatchets.  Not- 
withftanding  their  want  of  condu£t,  the  militia 
fliewed  no  want  of  courage  in  their  deplorable  fitua- 
tion. In  the  midft  of  fuch  extreme  danger,  and  fo 
bloody  an  execution,  rendered  ftill  more  terrible 
by  the  horrid  appearance  and  demeafior  of  the  prin- 
cipal afters,  they  recoUefted  themfelves  fo  far  as  to 
recover  an  advantageous  ground,  which  enabled 
them  after  to  maintain  a  fort  of  running  fight,  by 
which  about  one  third  of  their  number  was  prc- 
ferved. 

The  lofs  was  fuppofcd  to  be  on  their  fide  about 
400  killed,  and  half  that  number  prifoner^.  It  was 
thought  of  the  greater  confequence,  as  almoft  all 
thofc  who  were  confidered  as  the  principal  leaders 
and  inftigators  of  rebellion  in  that  country  were 
now  deftroyed.  The  triumph  and  exultation  were 
accordingly  great,  and  all  oppofition  from  the  jnilitia 
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^77.  in  that  country,  was  fuppofcd  to  be  at  an  end.  The 
v^'v^^  circumftance  of  old  neighbourhood  and  ^rfonal 
knowledge  between  many  of  the  parties,  in  the  prc- 
fcnt  rage  and  animofity  of  faction,  could  by  no 
means  be  favourable  to  the  extention  of  mercy ; 
even  fuppofmg  that  it  might  have  been  otherwifc 
pradifed  with  prudence  and  fafety,  at  a  time  when 
the  power  of  the  Indians  was  rather  prevalent,  and 
that  their  rage  was  implacable.  For  according  to 
their  computation  and  ideas  of  lois,  the  favages  had 
purchafed  this  viSory  exceeding  dearly,  33  of  their 
number  having  been  flain,  and  29  wounded,  among 
whom  were  feveral  of  their  principal  leaders,  and  of 
their  moft  diftinguilhed  and  favourite  warriors. 
The  lofs  accordingly  rendered  them  fo  difcontented, 
intra£table  and  ferocious,  that  the  fervice  was  great- 
ly afFefted  by  their  ill  difpodtion.  The  unhappy 
prifoners  were  however  its  firft  objcfts ;  moft  of 
whom  they  unhumanly  butchered  in  cold  blood. 
The  New-Yorkers,  rangers,  atid  other  troops,  were 
not  without  lols  in  this  a£tion. 

On  the  day,  .and  probably  during  the  time  of 
this  engagement,  the  garrifon,  having  received  in- 
telligence of  the  approach  of  their  friends,  endea- 
voured to  make  a  diverfion  in  their  favour,  by  a 
vigorous  and  well  conducted  fally,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Willet,  their  fecond  in  command. 
Willet  conduced  his  bufinefs  with  ability  and  Ipirit. 
He  did.  confiderable  mifchief  in  the  camp,  brought 
oflf  fome  trophies,  no  inconfiderable  fpoil,  fome  of 
which  confifted  in  articles  that  were  greatly  wanted, 
a  few  prifoners,  and  returned  with  little  or  no  lofs. 
He  afterwards  undertook,  in  company  with  another 
officer,  a  much  more  perilous  expedition.  They 
pa0cd  by  night  through  the  befiegers  works,  and  in 
.  contempt  of  the  danger  and  cruelty  of  the  favages, 
made  their  way  for  50  miles  through  pathlefs  woods 
and  unexplored  raoraffcs,  in  order  to  raifc  the  coun- 
try 
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try,  and  brfng  relief  to  the  fort.     Such  aa  afition    1777. 
demands  the  pra^e  even  of  an  enemy.  v^^vn^ 

Colonel  St.  LegeMeft  no  means  untried  to  profit 
of-  his  viftory  by  intimidating  the  garrifon.  He 
fcnt  verbal  and  written  meflages,  ftating  their  hope- 
lefs  fituation,  the  utter  deftrudion  of  their  friends, 
the  impoflibility  of  thpr  obtaining  relief,  as  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne,  after  d^ftroying  every  thing  in  his 
way,  was  now  at  Albany  receiving  the  fubmiflion  of 
all  the  adjoining  countrics^and  by  prodigioufly  mag- 
nifying his  own  force.  He  reprefented,  that  in  this 
ftate  of  things,  if,  through  an  incorrigible  obftinacy, 
they  (hould  continue  a  hopelefs  and  fruitlefs  defence, 
they  would  according  to  the  praftice  of  the  moft 
civUized  nations,  be  cut  off  from  all  conditions, 
and  every  h9pe  of  mercy.  But  he  particularly 
dwelt  upon  the  pains  he  had  taken  in  foftening  the 
rage  of  the  Indians  for  their  late  lofs,  and  obtaming 
from  them  fecurity,  that  in  cafe  of  an  immediate 
furrender  of  the  Fort,  every  man  of  the  garrifon 
fhpuld  be  fpared  :  whilil  on  the  other  hand  they  de- 
clared with  the  utmoft  bitter  execrations,  that  if 
they  met  with  any  further  refiftance,  they  would 
not  only  maflacre  the  garrifon,  but  that  every  man, 
woman  and  child  in  the  Mohawk  country  would 
neceffarily,  and  however  againll  his  will,  fall  facri- 
ficcs  to  the  fury  of  the  favagcs.  This  point  he  faid 
he  preffcd  entirely  on  the  fcore  of  humanity ;  he 
promifcd  on  his  part,  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  fur- 
render,  every  attention  which  a  humane  and  gene- 
rous enemy  could  give. 

The  Governor,  Colonel  Ganfevort,  behaved  with 
great  firmnefs.  He  replied,  that  he  had  been  en- 
truftcd  with  the  charge  of  that  garrifon  by  the 
United  States  of  America ;  that  he  would  defend 
the  truft  committed  to  his  care  at  every  hazard,  • 
and  to  the  utmoft  extremity  ;  and  that  he  neither 
thought  himfelf  accountable  for,  nor  fhould  he  at  all       . 

concern 
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1777.  concern  himfelf  about  any  confequences  tfiat  at- 
^^^^-^r^u  tended  the  difchargc  of  his  duty.  It  was  fhrcwdly 
remarked  in  the  fort,  that  half  the  pains  would  not 
have  been  taken,  to  difplay  the  force  immediately 
without,  or  the  fuccefs  at  a  diftance,  if  they  bore 
any  proportion  at  all  to  the  magnitude  in  which 
they  were  reprefented. 

The  Britifli  commander  was  much  difappointcd 
in  the  ftate  of  the  fort.  It  was  ftrongcr,  in  better 
condition,  and  much  better  defended  than  he  cx- 
pefted.  After  great  labour  in  his  approaches,  he 
found  his  artillery  deficient,  being  lofufHcient  in 
weight  to  make  any  confiderable  impreffion.  The 
only  remedy  was  to  bring  his  approaches  fo  near 
that  they  muft  take  effed,  which  he  fct  about  with 
the  greateft  diligence.  In  the  mean  time,  the  In- 
dians continued  fullen  and  intra£lable.  Their  late 
lofles  might  have  been  cured  by  certain  advantages; 
but  the  misfortune  was,  they  had  yet  got  no  plunder, 
and  their  profpedl  of  getting  any  fecmcd  to  grow 
every  day  fainter.  It  is  the  peculiar  charaQeriftic 
of  that  people,  to  exhibit  in  certain  inftanccs  de- 
grees of  courage  and  perfevcrance  which  fhock 
reafon  and  credibility,  and  to  betray  in  others  the 
greateft  irrefolution  and  timidity  ;  with  a  total  want 
of  that  conftancy  which  might  enable  them  for  any 
length  of  time  to  ftrugglc  \vith  difficult}'.  . 

Col,  St.        Whilft  the  commander  was  carrying  on  his  ope- 

^^g^^      rations  with  the  utmoft  induftry,  the  Indians  re- 

to  mreat  ^^^^^^  ^  ^Y'^^S  report  that  Arnold  was  coming  with 

from  Fort  ^  thoufand  men  to  relieve  the  fort.     The  command- 

Stanwix.  cr  endeavoured  to  hearten  them,  by  promifing  to 

lead  them  himfelf,  to  bring  all  his  beft  troops  into 

adion,  and  by  carrying  their  leaders  out  to  maxk 

a  field  of  battle,  and  the  flattery  of  confulting  them 

upon  the  intended  plan  of  operation.     Whilft  he 

was  thus  endeavouring  to  foothe  their  temper,  and 

to  revive  their  lagging  fpirits,  other  fcouts  arrived 

with 
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with  intelligence,  probably  contrived  in  part  by  ifff^ 
themfelves,  which  firft  doubled,  and  afterwards  v./-<^vy 
trebled  the  number  of  the  enemy,  with  the  com- 
fortable addition  that  Burgoync*s  arqiy  was  entirely 
cut  to  pieces.  The  Colonel  returned  to  camp,  and 
called  a  council  of  their  chiefs,  hoping  that  by  the 
iniBuence  which  Sir  John  Johnfon,  and  the  fuporin- 
tendants  Claus  and  Butler  had  over  them,  they 
might  ilill  be  induced  to  make  a  ftand.  He  was 
disappointed.  A  part  of  the  Indians  decamped 
whilft  the  council  was  fitting,  and  the  remainder 
threatened  peremptorily  to  abandon  him  if  he  did 
not  immediately  retreat. 

The  retreat  was  of  courfe  precipitate  ;  or  it  was 
rather,  in  plain  terms,  a  flight,  attended  with  difa-  ^^'  **• 
greeable  circumftances.  The  tents,  \frith  moft  of 
the  artillery  and  (lores,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
garrifon.  It  appears  by  the  Colonel's  own  account 
that  he  was  as  apprehenfive  of  danger  from  the 
fury  of  his  lavage  allies,  as  he  could  be  from  the 
refentment  of  his  declared  American  eneplies.  It 
alfo  appears  from  the  fame  authority,  tha^  the  Mef- 
fafages,  a  nation  of  favages  to  the  weft,  plundered 
feveralof  the  boats  belonging  to  the  army.  By  th^ 
American  accounts,  which  are  in  part  confirmed'by 
others,  it  is  faid  that  they  robbed  the  oflicers  of 
their  baggage,  and  ofcvery  other  article  to  which  they 
took  any  liking  ;  and  the  army  in  general  of  their 
provifions.  .They  alfo  fay,  that  at  a  few  miles  dif- 
tance  from  the  camp,  they  firft  .ftripped  of  th^ir 
arms,  and  afterwards  murdered  with  their  own 
bayonets,  all  thofe  Britifli,  German,  and  American 
foldiers,  who  from  an  inability  to  keep  up,  fear,  or 
any  other  caufe,  were  feparatcd  firom  die  main 
b*dy. 

The  ftate  of  the  h&  with  refpeft  to  the  intended 
relief  of  the  fort  is,  that  Arnold  had  advanced  by 
the  way  of  Half  Moon  up  the  Mohawk  River  with 

2000 
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1777.  2000  men  for  that  purpofc  ;  and  that  for  the  grcat- 
^-^"^^"^  er  expedition,  he  had  quitted  the  main  body,  and 
arrived  by  forced  marches  through  the  woods,  with 
a  detachment  of  900  at  the  fort,  on  the  24th  in  the 
evening,  two  days  after  the  ficge  had  been  railed. 
So  that  upon  the  whole,  the  intraftablenefs  of  the 
Indians,  with  their  watchful  apprehenfion  of  danger, 
probably  faved  them  from  a  chaftifcmcnt,  which 
would  not  have  been  tenderly  adminiilered. 

l^othing  could  have  been  more  untoward  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  aflfairs,  than  the  unfortunate 
ijfue  of  this  expedition.  The  Americans  reprc- 
Icnted  this  and  the  affair  at  Bennington  a^j  great  and 
glorious  viclories.  Nothing  could  exceed  their 
exultation  and  confidence.  Gaiifevort  and  WiUct, 
with  G'-neralStd:ke  and  Colonel  Warner,  whoha4 
commanded  at  Bennington,  were  ranked  amongft 
thofe  who  were  confidercd  as  the  faviours  of  their 
country-  The  northern  militia  began  now  to  look 
high,  and  to  forget  all  diftinftions  between  them* 
felves  and  regular  troops.  As  this  confidence,  ofi- 
nion  and  pride  increafed,  the  apprehenfion  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's  army  of  courfe  declined,  until 
it  foon  became  to  be  talked  of  with  indifference  and 
contempt,  and  even  its  fortune  to  be  publicly  prog- 
noflicated.  In  the  mean  time.  General  Gates^  on 
whofe  condud  and  ability  it  appea?|*'thc  Americans 
had  placed  much  reliance,  arrived  to  take  the  com* 
takes  the  niand  of  the  army ;  an  event  which  gave  a  new  fpur 
command  ^  ^Jigjj.  excrtion,  and  afforded  an  additional  fuppoft 
Amcri-  ^^  ^^^^  hopes.  The  arrival  of  Gates  enabled  Ar- 
can  army,  nold,  who  Hill  held  the  next  place  in  every  thing 
to  the  commander  in  chief,  and  between  whom  k 
appears  the  moft  perfefk  harmony  prevailed,  to  fet 
out  on  that  expedition  to  Fort  Stanwix,  which  i^ 
been  juft  related. 

During  tliis  time.  General  Burgoyne  continued 
in  his  camp  on  the  eaftern  fliore  of  the  Hudfon*s 

river. 


General 
Gates 
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River,  nearly  oplJ)ofite  to  Saratoga,  where  he  ufcd    1777. 
the  moft  tinrcmitting  induftry  and  perfevcrance,  in   Ov>^ 
bringing  (lores  and  provifions  forward   from  Fort 
George.     As  a  fwell  of  the  water  occafioncd  by 
great  rains  had  carried  away  his  bridge  of  rafts,  he 
threw  another  of  boats,  over  the  river  at  the  fame 
place.     Having  at  length  by  good  management  ob- 
tained and  brought  forward  about  thirty  days  pro- 
vifion,  with  other  neceflary  ftores,  he  took  a  rcfo- 
lution  of  pafling  the  Hudfon's  Riv^r  with  the  army, 
which  he  accordingly  carried  into  execution  towards  q^  g^^ 
the  middle  of  September,  and  encamped  on  the  goynccn- 
heights  and  in  the  plain  of  Saratoga,  the  enemy  camps  at 
being  then  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Still  Water.        Saratoga. 

Though  this  meafurc  of  pafling  the  Hudfon's 
River,  has  not  only  been  a  fubjed  of  much  difcuf- 
lion  at  home,  but  alfo  of  parliamentary  enquiry ; 
yet  as  it  ftill  lies  open,  without  any  decifion  on  its 
merits,  and  that  the  General's  inftniftions  are  not 
publicly  known,  nor  perhaps  all  his  motives  tho- 
roughly underftood,  we  fhall  not  prefume  to  form 
any  opinion  upon  the  queftion.  It  will  be  fufficient 
to  obferve,  that  in  his  letter  to  the  American  Minif- 
ter  he  fays.  That  he  thinks  it  a  duty  of  juftice  to 
take  upon  himf^lf  the  meafure  of  having  pafTcd  the 
Hudfon^s  river,  in  order  to  force  a  paflagc  to  Albany. 
And  that  he  did  not  think  himfelf  authorized  to  call 
any  men  into  council,  when  the  peremptory  tenor 
of  his  orders,  and  the  feafon  of  the  year,  admitted 
of  no  alternative.  He  alfo  gives,  in  a  fubfequent 
part  of  the  feme  letter,  the  following  ftate  of  his 
reafoning,  at  a  time  when  the  army  wa$  irt  very 
critical  and  hazardous  circumftances.  *'  The  expe- 
dition I  commanded  was  evidently  meant  at  firft 
to  be  hazarded.  Circum^anccs  might  require 
**  it  (hould  be  devoted ;  a  critical  junction  of  Mr. 
**  Gates*s  force  with  Mr.  WaQiington  might  poffibly 
^  decide  the  fate  of  the  war ;  the  failure  of  my 
**  junction  with  Sir  Harry  Clinton,  or  the  lofs  of 

**  my 
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1777.    ^^  my  retreat  to  Canada,  could  only  be  a  partial 
^^'^'^"'^   *'  misfortune."     Whether  his  retreat  was  at  this 
period  quite  prafticable,  even  if  his  orders  had  not 
been  to  advance  at  all  hazards,  is  uncertain. 

Such  it  feems  were  the  principles  of  the  Gene- 
ral's conduct  in  iome  of  the  fucceeding  events. 
As  the  army  advanced  towards  the  enemy,  they 
found  the  country  very  impradicable,  being  covered 
with  thick  woods,  and  a  continual  repair  of  bridges 
Sept.  19.  neceflary.  Being  at  length  arrived  in  the  front  of 
the  enemy,  fome  woods  only  of  no  great  extent 
intervening,  the  General  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Britifh  line  which  compofed  the  right  wing. 
That  wing  was  covered  by  General  Frazer  and  Col. 
Breyman,  with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  of 
the  army,  who  kept  along  fome  high  grounds  which 
commanded  its  right  Hank,  being  themfelves  covered 
by  the  Indians,  provincials,  and  Canadians,  in  the 
front  and  flanks.  The  left  wing  and  artillery,  un- 
der the  Majors  General  Philips  and  Reidefel,  kept 
along  the  great  road  and  meadows  by  the  river 
fide. 

The  enemy,  being  incapable  from  the  nature  of 
the  country,  of  perceiving  the  diflferent  combina- 
tions of  the  march,  iffued  from  their  camp  in  great 
force,  with  a  defign  of  turning  the  right  wing,  and 
taking  the  Britifh  line  on  the  flank.  Being  nnex- 
pededly  checked  in  this  defign,  by  the  flrong  pofi- 
tion  of  General  Frazer,  they  immediately  counter- 
marched, and  the  fame  particularity  of  country 
which  had  occafioned  their  miflake,  now  operating 
as  effeftually  to  prevent  the  difcovcry,  and  confc- 
qucntly  the  taking  any  advantage  of  their  fubfe- 
quent  movement,  they  direfted  their  principal  ef- 
fort to  the  left  of  the  fame  wing. 

The  Britifh  troops  were  not  a  little  furprifcd,  at 

the  boldncfs  with  which  they  began  the  attack,  and 

the 
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the  vigour  aad  obftinacy  with  which  it  was  fuftained,  1777. 
from  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  till  after  funfct.  ^-^'v>w' 
Arnold  led  on  the  enemy,  and  fought  danger  with 
an  cagcrnefs  and  intrepicUty,  which  though  much 
in  his  charader,  was  at  no  time  more  eminently 
diftinguiflied.  The  enemy  were,  however,  conti- 
nually fupplxed  with  fi'efli  trooops,  whilft  the  weight 
of  the  aftion  lay  principally  for  a  long  time  upon 
the  20th,  the  21ft,  and  62d  regiments.  It  will  be 
needlefs  to  fay  that  they  behaved  with  their  ufual  firm- 
nefs  and  gallantry,  though  it  may  not  be  totally  fu- 
perfluous  to  obfcrve,  that  the  greater  part  of  thcfc 
three  regiments,  were  engaged  for  four  hours  with- 
out intermiflion. 

Moft  of  the  other  corps  of  the  army,  bore  alfo 
a  good  fhare  in  the  bufmefs  of  the  day.  The  24th 
regiment  which  belonged  to  Frazer's  brigade,  with 
the  grenadiers  and  a  part  of  the  light  infantry,  were 
for  fome  .time  brought  into  adion,  and  charged  with 
their  ufual  fpirit  and  bravery. .  Breyman's  riflemen, 
and  fome »  other  parts  of  his  corps,  alfo  did  good 
fervice ;  but  thefe  troops  only  aded  partially  and 
occafionally,  as  the  heights  on  which  they  had  ori- 
ginally potted,  were  ot  too.  great  importance  to  be 
totally  evacuated. 

Major .  General  Phillips  upon  firft  hearing  the 
firing,  made  his  way  with  Major  Williams  and  a 
party  of  the  artillery,  through  a'  very  difficult  part 
of  the  wood,  and  from  that  time  rendered  moft 
cflential  fervice.  It  feems  as  if  in  one  inttance  his 
prefence  of  mind  had  nearly  faved  the  army,  when, 
in  the  moft  critical  point  of  time,  he  reftored  the 
aftion  by  leading  up  the  20th  regiment,  the  enemy 
having  then  obtained  a  great  fupcriority  of  fire. 
Though  every  part  of  the  artillery,  performed  almoft 
wonders,  the  brave  Captain  Jobnes  (who  was  un- 
fortunately, though  glorioufly,  killed)  with  his  bri- 
jjade,  were  particularly  diftinguiflied.     Major-Ge- 

Q^q  q  ncral 
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1777.  neral  Hcidefel  alfo  exerted  hhnfelf  to  bring  up  a 
^y^"^^^*^  part  of  the  left  wing,  and  arrived  in  time  to  chai^ 
the  enemy  with  bravery  aAd  eSe£L  Juft  as  the 
light  clofed,  the  enemy  retired  ;  and  left  the  royal 
army  maders  of  the  field  of  battle.  The  darkne^ 
equally  prevented  purfuit  and  prifoners. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  royal  army  gained  nothing 
but  honour  by  this  arduous  ftruggle  and  hard  fougte 
battle.  They  had  now  grappled  with  fuch  an  ene- 
my as  they  had  never  before  encountered  in  Ame- 
rica ;  and  fuch  as  they  were  too  apt  to  imagine  it 
could  not  produce.  The  flattering  ideas  that  the 
Americans  could  fight  under  the  covert  of  walk, 
hedges,  or  entrenchments,  and  were  incapable  of 
fufhiining  a  fair  and  q)en  conflid  in  the  field,  were 
now  at  an  end.  This  opinion  had  alfo  been  in  fome 
meafure  (haken  in  the  foutK.  Here  they  met  with 
a  foe  who  feemed  as  eager  for  adion,  as  cardcfs  of 
danger,  and  as  indifferent  with  refped  to  ground  or 
cover  as  themfelvcs  ; .  and. after  a  hard  and  cloie 
conted  for  four  hours,  hand  to  hand,  when  dark- 
nefs  put  an  end  to  the  engagement,  the  royal  forces 
but  barely  kept  the  field,  and  the  Americans  only 
returned  to  their  camp. 

We  loft  many  brave  men  in  this  adion,  and  k 
was  not  much  matter  of  comfort  that  the  Anlericani 
had  loll  a  great  number.  The  army  lay  all  night 
on  their  arms  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the 
morning  took  pofition  nearly  within  cannon  fliot  <rf 
the  epera/s  camp,  fortifying  their  right  wing,  and 
extending  their  left  fo  as  to  cover  thofe  meadows 
through  which  the  river  runs,  and  where  their  bat* 
teaux  and  Hofpitals  were  placed*  The  47th  regi- 
ment, with  that  of  Hefle  Hanau,  and  a  corps  of 
*  provincials  were  encamped  in  the  meadows  as  an 
additional  fccurity.  The  enemy's  right  was  inca- 
pable of  approach,  and  their  left  was  too  ftrongly 
fortified  to  be  infulted. 

Tlic 
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The  zeal  and  alacrity  of  the  Indians  began  from  1777. 
that  time  to  flacken.  Though  the  General  com-  ^^'^>''^^" 
plams  in  his  difpatches  of  the  ill  efie£t  of  their  de- 
fertion,  he  docs  not  fpecify  the  particular  time  of 
their  abandoning  the  army.  This  clofe  and  dan* 
gerous  fervice  was  by  no  means  fuited  to  their  dif- 
pofition,  and  the  profpefts  of  plunder  were  princi- 
pics  for  which  they  had  no  terms,  and  of  which 
they  could  frame  no  ideas.  Some  letters  had  paifed 
between  Qates  and  General  Burgoyne,  in  which 
bitter  reproaches  relative  to  the  barbarities  com- . 
misted  by  the  favages  were  throwi;i  out  by  the  one, 
and  thofe  charges  were  in  general  denied,  and  in 
part  palliated  by  the  other.  The  favages  likcwife 
received  fon>e  check  on  the  account  of  the  murder 
of  Mifs  M^Crea.  Upon  fome  of  all  thcfe  accounts 
they  dcferted  the  army  in  the  feafon  of  its  danger 
and  diftrefs,  when  their  aid  would  have  been  moft 
particularly  ufeful;  and  afford  a  fecond  inilance 
within  a  ihort  time  of  the  little  reliance  that  fhould 
be  placed  on  fuch  auxiliaries. 

A  great  defertion  alfo  prevailed  amongft  the  Ca- 
nadians and  Britifh  provincials,  nor  does  it  feem  as 
if  tjie  fidelity  or  fervices  of  thofe  who  remained 
were  much  depended  on  or  efteemed.  General 
Burgoyne  had  from  the  beginning,  nor  did  it  en- 
tirely forfake  him  to  this  time,  a  firm  hope  of  be- 
ing powerfully  fuccoured  if  wanted,  or  at  any  rate 
of  being  met  and  joined  at  Albany,  by  a  ftrong  force 
from  the  army  at  New- York.  He  now  received  with 
great  difficulty  a  letter  in  cypher  from  Sir  Harry 
Clinton,  informing  him  of  his  intention  to  make  a 
diverfion  on  the  North  River,  by  attacking  Fprt 
Montgomery,  and  fome  other  fortreffcs  which  the, 
rebels  had  erected  in  the  highlands,  in  order  to 
guard  the  paffage  up  that  river  to  Albany.  Though 
this  diverfion  fell  far  fhort  of  the  aid  which  the 
General  expefted,  he  however  hoped  that  it  might 
afibrd  effeatial  fervice  by  obfiging  Gates  to  divide 

his 
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1 777.    his  army.    He  accordingly  returned  the  mcffengcr, 


V^v->^ 


and  afterwards  difpatched  two  officers  in  difguife, 
and  other  confidential  perfons,  all  feparately  and  by 
different  routes,  to  acquaint  Clinton  with  his  cxad 
(late,  fituation  and  condition  ;  to  prcfs  him  urgently 
to  the  profecution  of  his  dcfign  ;  and  to  inform 
him  he  was  enabled  in  point  of  provifion,  and 
fixed  in  his  determination,  to  hold  his  prefcnt  pofi- 
tion,  in  the  hopes  of  favourable  events,  until  Ac 
1 2th  of  the  following  month. 

In- the  mean  time  every  means  were  ufcd  for  for- 
tifying the  camp,  and  ftrong  redoubts  were  crcftcd 
for  the  proteftion  of  the  magazines  and  hofpitals, 
not  only  to  guard  againft  any  fudden  attack,  but 
for  their  fecurity  in  any  future  movement  which 
the  army  might  make  in  order  to  turn  the  enemy's 
flank.  The  (Irifteft  watch  on  the  motions  of  tiic 
enemy,  and  attention  on  every  quarter  to  their  own 
fecurity,  became  every  day  more  indifpenfablc,  at 
Gates's  army  was  continually  increafing  in  force  by 
the  accelGon  of  freih  bodies  of  the  miUtia« 

The  fpirit  of  exertion  and  enterprize  which  w» 
now  raifed  in  the  New-England  provinces,   was  be- 
come too  general,  and  too  much  animated  by  fuc- 
cefs  to  be  cafily  withftood  at  oncc'in  all  the  different 
parts  of  its  direftion.     Whilft  General  Burgoync 
was   fully  engaged  with   Gates  and  Arnold,   and 
found    himfelf   immediately   involved  in   drcum- 
flances  fufficiently  perplexing,  all   his  difficulties 
were  increafcd,  and  his  fituation  was  rendered  raudi 
more  critical  and  precarious,  by  an  unexpeftcd  en- 
terprize of  the  militia  from  the  upper  piart  of  New* 
Hampfhirc  and  the  head  of  the  Gonne^icut,  tota^ 
to  cut  off  all'  means  of  communication  with  CanadSa' 
by  recovering  the  forts  of  Ticonderoga  and  Moiifll: 
Independence,  and  beaming  again  mafters  at  toft 
of  Lake  George.       *^ 

The 
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The  expedition  was  under  the  dircftion  of  Ge-  1 777. 
neral  Lincoln,  and  the  immediate  execution  was  v^vn^ 
committed  to  the  Colonels  Brown,  Jbhnfton,  and 
Woodbury,  with  detachments  of  about  500  men 
each.  They  conduced  their  operations  with  fuch  Sept.  17. 
fecrecy  and  addrefs,  that  they  eft'eftually  furprized 
Sill  the  out  poft^  between  the  landing  place  at  the  • 
north  end  of  Lake  George,  and  the  body  of  the 
fortreis  of  Ticonderoga,  Mount  Defiance,  Mount 
Hope,  the  French  lines,  and  a  blockhoufe,  with 
200  batteaux,  an  armed  iloop,  and  feveral  gun-boats, 
were  almoft  inftamly  taken.  Four  companies  of 
foot,  with  nearly  an  equal  number  of  Canadians, 
and  many  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  veffels 
were  made  prifoners  ;  whilft  they  afforded  freedom 
to  a  number  of  their  own  people,  who  were  con- 
fined in  fome  of  the  works  they  had  taken.  In  this 
heat  of  fucceis,  they  brought  the  cannon  out  of  the 
armed  veffcl  they  had  taken,  and  after  repeated 
fommons  to  Brigadier  Powel  who  commanded,  and 
who  gallantly  rejefted  all  their  propofals,  they  for 
four  days  made  reiterated  attacks  upon  the  works 
at  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Independence :  until 
Bnding  that  they  were  repulfed  in  every  affault,  and 
totally  unequal  to  the  fervice,  they  at  length  aban- 
doned the  defign. 

In  the  beginning  of  Oftober  General  Burgoyne 
thought  it  expedient,  from  the  uncertainty  of  his 
fituation,  to  leffen  the  foldiers  ration  of  provifion ; 
i  mcafure  which  however  difagreeable  to  an  army, 
was  now  fubmitted  to  with  a  chearfulnefs  which 
merited  the  higheft  regards,  and  did  the  higheft 
honour  to  the  troops.  Things  continued  in  this 
ftate  till  the  7th  of  Odober,  when  there  being  no 
appearance  or  intelligence  of  the  expefted  co-ope- 
ration, and  the  time  limited  for  the  flay  of  the  army 
in  its  prefcnt  camp  within  four  or  five  days  of  being 
expired,  it  was  judged  advifeable  to  make  a  move- 
ment to  the  enemy's  left,  not  only  to  difcover  whe- 
ther 


486]  The  HISTORY  of  the  Chap.  XVL 

1777.  ther  there  were  any  poifible  meaOls  of  forcing  a 
paflage,  fhould  it  be  ncceflary  to  advance,  or  of 
diflodging  them  for  the  convenience  of  retreat, 
but  alfo  to  cover  a  forage  of  the  army,  which  was 
exceedingly  diilrefled  by  the  prefent  fcarcity. 

A  detachitient  of  1500  regular  troops,  widi  2 
twelve-pounders,  2  howitzers,  and  6  fix-poundcrs, 
were  ordered  to  move,  being  commanded  by  the 
General  in  perfon,  who  was  feconded  by  thofe  ex- 
cellent officers  the  Majors  General  Phillips  and 
Reidefel,  with  Brigadier  General  Frazer.  No  equd 
number  of  men  were  ever  better  commanded,  and 
it  would  have  been  difficult  indeed,  to  have  matdied 
the  men  with  an  equal  number.  The  guard  of  the 
camp  upon  the  high  grounds,  was  committed  to  the 
Brigadiers  General  Hamilton  and  Speigh  ;  that  of 
the  redoubts  and  the  plain  near  the  River,  to  Brs 
gadier  Goll.  The  force  of  the  enemy  immediately 
in  the  front  of  the  line,  was  fo  much  fuperior,  that 
it  was  not  thought  iittoaugmcnf  tfaedetachmentbe* 
yond  the  number  we  have  dated.  ■  *   '  - 

The  troops  were  formed  within  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  of  the  enemy's  left,  and  the  irregulars  were 
puffied  on  through  bye  ways  to  appear  as  a  check 
on  their  rear.  Biit  the  further  intended  operations 
of  the  detachment  were  )>fcvented,'by  a  very  fud- 
den  and  moft  rapid  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
Britifli  grenadiers,  who  were  polled  to  fupport  the 
left  wing  of  the  line.  Major  Ackland,  at  the  head 
of  the  grenadiers,  fufliained  this  fierce  attack  with 
great  refolution ;  but  the  numbers  of  the  enemy 
enabling  them,  in  a  few  minutes,  to  extend  the 
attack  along  the  whole  front  of  the  Germans,  who 
were  pbfted  immediately  on  the  right  of  the  grena- 
diers, it  became  impracticable  to  viove  any  part 
of  that  body,  for  the  purpofe  of  forming  a  fecond 
line  to  fupport  the  flank,  where  the  great  weight  of 
the  fire  ftiU  fell. 

The 
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ITic  right  were  ftill  unengaged ;  bat  it  was  foon  1 777. 
perceived  that  the  enemy  were  marching  a  ftrong  v^-vn^ 
body  round  their  flank,  in  order  to  cut  off  their 
retreat.  To  oppofe  this  bold  and  dangerous  at- 
tempt, the  light  infantry,  with  a  part  of  the  24th 
regiment,  which  were  joined  with  Uiem  at  that  poll, 
were  thrown  into  a  fecond  line,  in  order  to  cover 
the  retreat  of  the  troops  into  camp. 

Whilft  this  motion  was  yet  in  its  procefs,  the  General 
enemy  puflied  a  frelh  and  ftrong  reinforcement  to  ^J?"^ 
decide  the  a^ion  on  the  left,  which-  being  totally  ^^^^ 
tyverpowered  by  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  was  com- 
pelled by  dint  of  force  to  give  way ;  upon  which 
the  light  infantry  and  24th  regiment  were  obliged 
by  a  very  quick  movement,  to  endeavovir  to  favc 
that  wing  ^om  being  totally  ruined.  Jt  was  in  this 
movement  that  the  brave  Brigadier  General  Frazer 
was  mortally  wounded.   An  officer  whofe  lofs  would 
have  been  fcverely  felt,  and  his  place  with  difficulty 

(applied-  in  acorp^  of  the  molt  accomplifhed  officers. 

■  ■        *     .  -  I 

'Hie  fnuation  of  the  detachment  was  now  ex-  ^ 

ceedingly  critical ;  but  the  danger  to  which  the 
lines  were  expofed  was  ftill  more  alarming  and  fe- 
rious.  Phillips  and  Rcidefel  were  ordered  to  cover 
the  retreat,  and  thofe  tVoops  which  were  neareft, 
or  moft  difcngaged,  fetwmcd  as  faft  as  they  could 
for  their  defence.  The  Oroops  in  general  retreated 
in  good  order,  though  very,  hard  prcffcd.  They 
were  obliged  to  abandon  fix  pieces  of  cannon  ;  the 
horfes  not  only  being  deftroyed,  but  moft  of  the 
brave  artillery  men,  v^ho  had  a«  uftial,  under  the 
condu^  of  Major  Williams,  difplaycd  the  utmoft 
ikill  and  ability  in  their  profeffion,  along  with  the 
moft'  undaunted  refolution,  being  either  killed  or 
dangeroufly  wounded. 

The  enemy  purfued  this  fuccefs  with  great  eager- 
nefs.    The  troops  had  fcarce  entered  the  camp, 

when 
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1777.  when  the  Americans  ftormed  it  with  uncommon 
'^^^'^^^^  ficrcenefs ;  ruOiing  to  the  lines  through  ^  fcvcrc 
fire  of  grape  fhot  and  fmall  arms,  with  the  utmoft 
fury.  Arnold  led  on  the  attack  with  his  ufual  impc- 
tuofity,  againft  a  part  of  the  entrenchments  into 
which  the  light  infantry  under  Lord  Balcarras,  with 
a  part  of  the  line,  had  thrown  themfelves  by  order. 
He  there  met  with  a  brave  and  obftinate  refiftancc. 
The  adion  continued  very  warm  for  fome  time, 
each  fide  feeming  to  vie  with  the  other  in  ardour 
and  perfeverance.  In  this  critical  moment  of  glory 
and  danger,  Arnold  was  ^rievoufly  wounded,  juil 
as  he  was  forcing  his  way  mto,  or  had  already  en- 
tered the  works.  This  could  not  fail  to  damp  his 
party,  who  after  long  and  repeated  efforts  were 
finally  repulfed. 

Affairs  were  not  To  fortunate  in  another  quarter. 

Colonel     Colonel  Breyman,  who  commanded  the  German 

Breyman  referve,  being  killed,  the  entrenchments  defended 

killed.      By  that  corps  were  carried  fword  in  hand,  and  diey 

and  the     ^^re  totally  routed  with  the  lofs  of  their  baggage, 

^T^^"  ^'^^^^  ^^^  artillery.     This  misfortune  was  not  rc- 

£eated.      tricved,  although  orders  for  the  recovery  of  the  poft 

were  difpatchcd  by  the  General ;  and  his  relation 

feems  to  imply  fome  blame  to  thofe  who  failed  in 

the  execution.     By  this  means  the  enemy  gained  a 

dangerous  opening  on  our  right  and  rear.    The 

night  only  put  an  end  to  the  engagement. 

It  would  feeni  that  nothing  could  now  exceed 
the  diftrcffes  and  calamity  of  the  army.  They  bore 
it  with  that  excellency  of  temper,  and  refolution, 
which  are  natural  to,  and  were  worthy  of  Britilh 
foldiers.  It  was  evidently  impoflible  to  continue  in 
their  prefcat  fituation,  without  fubmitting  to  at  cer- 
tainty of  deftrudion  on  the  cnfuing  day.  A  total 
change  of  pofition  was  accordingly  undertaken,  and 
as  it  fecms  to  have  been  conceived  with  great  judg- 
ment, was  carried  into  execution  during  the  night 

with 
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with  a  degree  of  coolnefs,  filence,  order  and  intre-  1777. 
pidity,  whkh  has  feldom  been  equalled,  and  will  ^>y^>rKj 
certainly  be  never  exceeded.  It  was  not  the  move- 
ment of  a  wing  or  a  part,  it  was  a  general  remove 
of  the  whole  army,  of  the  camp  and  artillery,  from 
its  late  ground,  to  the  heights  above  the  hofpital ; 
thus  by  an  entire  change  of  front,  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  the  neceffity  of  forming  an  entire  new  dif- 
pofition.  All  this  was  accomplifhed  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  and  under  the  doubt  and  apprchenfion  of 
fuch  a  night,  fo  fatally  ufhered  in,  and  accompanied 
throughout  with  circumftances  of  fuch  uncommoa 
peril,  as  were  fufficient  to  difturb  the  beft  formed 
mind,  and  to  fhake  the  firmefl  refolution  without 
lofs,  and  what  was  ftill  more  without  diforder. 

1 

MaAy  brave  men  fell  on  this  unfortunate  day. 
The  officers  fuffered  exceedingly.  Several  who 
had  been  grievoufly  wounded  in  the  late  adtion, 
and  who  difdained  an  abfence  from  any  danger 
in  which  their  fellows  were  involved,  were  again 
wounded  in  this.  Among  thofe  of  greater  note,  or 
who  were  diftinguiftied  by  higher  rank,  who  fell, 
befides  General  Frazer,  and  Colonel  Breyman, 
whom  we  have  mentioned.  Sir  James  Clarke,  Aid 
de  Camp  to  General  Burgoyne,  was  mortally  wound- 
ed and  taken  prifoner.  Major  Williams  of  the  ar- 
tillery, and  Major  Ackland  of  the  grenadiers,  were 
alfo  taken,  the  latter  being  wounded.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  lifts  of  killed  and  wounded,  though  avow- 
edly imperfedt,  and  not  including  the  Germans, 
were  long  and  melancholy. 

On  the  next  day,  the  army  being  fenfible  that  Oft  6. 
nothing  lefs  than  a  fuccefsful  and  decifive  aftion 
could  extricate  them  from  their  prefent  difficulties, 
continued  without  cffeft,  during  its  courfe,  to  offer 
battle  repeatedly  in  their  new  pofition  to  the  enemy. 
They  were  preparing  with  great  coolnefs,  the  carry- 
ing  of  mcafurcs  into   execution,  which  were  lefs 

R  r  r  dan« 


4 


S^v>-/ 


490]  The  niSTORY  of  thif        Chap.  XVI. 

1777.  dangerous,  though  not  lefs  cffeftual,  than  the  at- 
tack of  a  brave  and  defpcrate  enemy,  in  ftrong  and 
fortified  ground,  a  contmued  fucceflion  of  ikirmifhcs 
were,  however,  carried  en,  and  thcfe  did  not  pafs 
without  \ok  on  both  fides. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifli  General  difcovercd, 
that  the  enemy  had  pufhed  a  ftrong  body  forward 
to  turn  his  right,  which  if  effefted,  he  would  have 
been  completely  enclofed  on  every  fide.  Nothing 
was  left  to  prevent  this  fatal  confequcncc,  but  an 
immediate  retreat  to  Saratoga.  The  army  accord- 
ingly  began  to  move  at  nine  o'clock  at  night ; 
and  tho'  the  movement  was  within  mulket  fhot  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  army  encumbered  in  its  retreat 
with  all  its  bageage^  it  was  made  without  lofs.  A 
heavy  rain  which  fell  that  night,  and  continued  the 
enfuing  day,  though  it  impeded  the  progrefs  of  the 
army,  and  increafed  the  difficulties  of  the  march, 
ferved  at  the  fame  time  to  retard,  and  in  a  great 
meafure  to  prevent  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy.  In 
this  unhappy  necefiity,  the  hofpital  with  the  fick  and 
wounded,  was  of  courfe,  and  muft  have  been  ine- 
vitably abandoned.  In  this  inftance,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  which  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  thefe 
tranfaftions.  General  Gates  behaved  with  an  atten- 
tion and  humanity,  to  all  thofe  whom  the  fortune  of 
war  had  thrown  into  his  hands,  which  does  honour 
to  his  character. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Americans,  the  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  great ;  and  is  fuppofed  exceeded 
that  of  the  Britifli.  They,  however,  loft  no  officer 
of  note ;  but  the  Generals  Lincoln,  and  Arnold 
were  both  dangeroufly  wounded* 

From  the  impediments  in  the  march  which  wc 
have  mentioned,  the  array  did  not  crofs  the  fords  of 
the  Fifh  Kill  Creek,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward of  Saratoga^  until  the  i  oth  in  the  morning. 

They 
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They  found  a  body  of  the  enemy  already  arrived,  1777. 
and  throwing  up  entrenchments  on  the  heights  be*  v^^^vx-/ 
fore  them,  who  retired  at  their  approach  over  a  ford 
of  theHudfon's  river,  and  there  joined  a  greater  force, 
which  was  ftationed  to  prevent  the  paffage  of  the 
army.  No  hopes  now  remained  but  that  of  effeft- 
ing  a  retreat,  at  Icaft  as  far  as  fort  George,  on  the 
way  to  Canada.  For  this  purpofe  a  detachment  of 
artificers  under  a  ftrong  cfcort,  was  fent  forward  to 
repair  the  bridges,  and  open  the  road  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward. But  they  were  not  long  departed  from  the 
camp,  when  the  fudden  appearance  of  the  enemy 
in  great  force,  on  the  oppofite  heiffhts,  with  their 
apparent  preparation  to  pafs  the  Fim  Kill  and  bring 
on  an  immediate  engagement,  rendered  it  neceflary 
to  recal  the  47th  regiment,  and  Frazer's  markfmen, 
who  with  Mackay*s  provincials  compofed  the  efcort. 
The  workmen  had  only  commenced  the  repair  of 
the  lirft  bridge,  when  they  were  abandoned  by 
their  provincial  guard,  who  ran  away  and  left  them 
to  fliift  for  themfclves,  only  upon  a  very  flight 
attack  of  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  enemy.  All 
the  force  of  difcipline,  and  all  the  ftubbornefs  de- 
rived from  its  moft  confirmed  habits  were  now  ne- 
ceflary to  fupport  even  the  appearance  of  refolution. 

The  farther  *  (hore  of  the  Hudfon's  river,  was 
now  lined  with  detachments  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
*batteaux  loaden  with  provifions  and  neceffaries, 
which  had  attended  the  motions  of  the  army  up 
the  river,  fince  its  departure  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Still  Water,  were  expofed,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  proteftion  which  could  poffibly  be  afforded, 
to  the  continual  fire  and  attacks  of  thefe  detach- 
ments. Many  boats  were  taken,  fome  retaken,  and 
a  number  of  men  loft  in  the  flurmifhes,  upon  thefe 
occafions.  At  length  it  was  found  the  provifions 
could  only  be  preferved  by  landing  and  bringing 
them  up  the  hill  to  the  camp ;  a  labour  which  was 
accotnplifhed  under  a  heavy  fire  with  difficulty  and 
lofs.  In 
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1777.  In  thefe  deplorable  circumftances  councils  of  war 
were  held,  to  confider  of  the  poffibility  of  a  further 
retreat.  The  only  meafure  that  carried  even  the 
appearance  of  prafticability,  hard,  difficult,  and  dan- 
gerous as  it  was,  was  by  a  night  march  to  gain  Fort 
Edward,  the  troops  carrying  their  provifions  upon 
their  backs.  The  impoffibility  of  repairing  the 
roads  and  bridges,  and  of  conveying  in  their  prefent 
fituation  the  artillery  and  carriages,  were  too  evi- 
dent to  admit  of  a  queftion.  It  was  propofed  to 
force  the  fords  at  or  near  Fort  Edward. 

Whilft  preparations  were  making  for  carrying 
this  forlorn  aiid  defperate  refolve  into  execution, 
intelligence  was  received,  that  the  enemy  had  al- 
ready with  great  forefight,  provided  for  every  pof- 
fiblc  meafure  that  could  be  adopted  for  an  cfcape, 
and  that  this  final  refort  was  accordingly  cut  offl 
Befides  being  ftrongly  entrenched  oppofite  to  the 
fords  which  it  was  intended  to  pafs,  they  had  a 
camp  in  force,  and  provided  with  artillery,  on  the 
high  and  ftrong  grounds,  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George ;  whilft  their  party  were  every 
where  fpread  along  the'«ppofite  Ihore  of  the  river, 
to  watch  or  intercept  the  motions  of  the  army,  and 
on  their  own,  the  enemy*s  pods  were  fo  clofe,  that 
they  could  fcarccly  make  the  fmalleft  movement 
witliout  difcovery. 

Nothing  could  be  more  deplorably  calamitous, 
than  the  ftate  and  fituation  of  the  army.  Worn 
down  by  a  feries  of  hard  toil,  inceffant  effort,  and 
ftubborn  aftion  ;  abandoned  in  their  utmoft  necef- 
fity  and  diftrefs  by  the  Indians  ;  weakened  by  the 
dcfertion,  or  dilappointed  and  difcouraged  by  the 
timidity  and  inefEcacy  of  the  Canadians  and  Provin- 
cials ;  and  the  regular  troops  reduced  by  repeated 
and  heavy  loflcs,  of  many  of  their  beft  men  and 
moft  diftinguiflicd  officers,  to  the  number  of  only 
3,500  cfFcftive  fighting  men,  of  whom  not  quite 
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2,000  were  Britifli.  In  thefe  circumftances,  and  1777. 
in  this  ftate  of  weaknefs,  without  a  poffibility  of  k^^vN^ 
retreat,  and  their  provifion  juft  cxhauftcd,  they 
were  inverted  by  an  army  of  four  times  their  gwn 
number,  whofe  pofition  extended  three  parts  in  four 
of  a  circle  round  them ;  who  refufed  to  fight  from 
a  knowledge  of  their  condition  ;  and  who  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground  could  not  be  attacked  in  any 
part. 

'  In  this  hclplefs  condition,  obliged  to  He  con- 
ftantly  on  their  arms,  whilft  a  continued  cannonade  ' 
pervaded  all  the  camp,  and  even  rifle  and  grape  (hot 
Fell  in  every  part  of  the  lines,  the  Britifli  troops  re- 
tained their  conftancy,  temper,  and  fortitude,  in  a 
wonderful  and  almoft  unparalleled  manner..  As  true 
courage  fubmits  with  great  difficulty  to  defpair, 
they  ftill  flattered  thcmfelves  with  the  hope  of  fuc- 
cour  from  their  friends  on  the  New- York  fide,  or, 
perhaps  with  not  lefs  fervent  wiflies,  of  an  attack 
from  the  enemy ;  thereby  to  quit  all  fcores  at  once, 
and  either  to  have  an  opportunity  of  dying  gallant- 
ly, or  extricating  themfelvcs  with  honour.  The 
enemy's  force  was  contifi^ly  increafed  by  the  pour- 
ing in  of  the  militia  from  all  parts,  who  were  all 
eager  to  partake  of  the  glory,  the  fpoij,  or  the  plea- 
fure  of  beholding  the  degradation  of  thofe  whom 
they  had  fo  long  dreaded,  and  whom  they  unhappily 
confidercd  as  their  moft  implacable  enemies. 

At  lengthy  no  fuccour  appearing,  and  no  rational 
ground  of  hope  of  any  kind  remaining,  an  exaft 
account  of  the  provifions  was  taken  on  the  evening 
of  the  1 3th  of  Oftober,  when  it  was  found  that  the 
whole  (lock  in  hand,  would  afford  no  more  than 
three  days  bare  fubfiftence  for  the  army.  A  council 
was  immediately  called ;  and  the  General  thinking 
it  right  and  juft,  in  a  matter  fo  momentous  to  irf- 
dividuals,  as  well  as  the  whole,  to  obtain  a  general 
opinion  and  fuffrage  of  the  army,  fo  far  as  it  could 

with 
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with  propriety  be  collefted,  invited,  befides  the 
Generals  and  field  officers,  all  the  Captains  com- 
manding corps  or  divifions,  to  afTill  at  the  council. 
The  refult  was,  an  unanimous  determination  to  open 
a  treaty  and  enter  into  a  convention  with  General 
Gates. 

Gates  fhewed  no  marks  of  arrogance,  nor  betrayed 
any  figns  of  being  carried  away  by  the  prefent  extra- 
ordinary torrent  of  fucccfs.  The  terms  were  mode- 
rate, confide  ring  the  ruined  ilate  and  irretrievable 
circumflances  of  the  army ;  and  that  it  was  abrcady 
in  cffeft  at  the  enemy's  mercy,  being  equally  inca* 
pable  of  fubfifling  where  it  was,  and  of  making  its 
way  to  a  better  fituation.  The  principal  difficulty 
related  to  a  point  of  military  honour,  in  which  the 
Britifti  Generals  and  troops  were  peremptory,  and 
Gates  far  from  being  rigid. 
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The  principal  articles  of  the  convention,  cxclu- 
five  of  ihofe  which  related  to  tlic  provifion  and 
accommodation  of  the  army,  in  its  way  to  Bofton, 
and  during  its  ftay  at  that  place,  were,  that  the  army 
fhould  march  out  of  the  camp  with  all  the  honours 
of  war,  and  its  camp  artillery,  to  a  fixed  place 
where  they  were  to  depofit  their  arms :  To  be  al- 
lowed a  free  embarkation  and  pafTage  to  Europe 
the  royal  f^.^JJ,l  Boflon,  Upon  condition  of  their  not  ferving 
c"  G^tes  ^S^*"  ^^  America,  during  the  prefent  war ;  the  army 
not  to  be  feparated,  particularly  the  men  from  the 
officers:  roll-calling,  and  other' duties  of  regularity 
to  be  acfmitted ,  the  officers  to  be  admitted  on  parole, 
and  to  wear  their  fide  arms  ;  all  private  property  to 
be  facrcd,  and  the  public  delivered  upon  honour  j 
no  baggage  to  be  fearched  or  molefted  ;  all  pcrfons 
of  whatsoever  country,  appertaining  to,  or  following 
*  the  camp,  to  be  fully  comprehended  in  the  term§  of 
tapitulation  ;  and  the  Canadians  to  be  returned  to 

their  own  country,  liable  to  its  conditions. 

i    General 
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General  Gates  fulfilled  all  the  conditions,  fo  far  1777. 
as  he  was,  or  could  be  concerned  in  them,'  with  the  v-^"^^ 
utmoft  pundtuality  and  honour.  His  humanity  and 
poHtenefs,  in  every  part  of  this  bufinefs,  have  been 
much  celebrated ;  without  a  fmgle  dctradion,  fo 
far  as  we  have  heard,  from  the  moft  favourable 
accounts  that  have  been  given  of  his  conduct. 
This  was  the  moft  praifc-worthy,  as  fome  late,  as 
well  as  former  circumftances,  had  highly  enraged 
the  American  militia ;  the  army  in  its  laft  move- 
ment, whether  from  military  neceflity,  or  the  vexa- 
tion and  ill-temper  incident  to  their  fituation,  or 
the  joint  operation  of  both,  having  burnt  and  de- 
ftroyed  many  houfes,  and  fome  of  them  buildings 
of  great  value.  The  extraordinary  and  i'cvere  exe- 
cution which  now  took  place  upon  the  North  River, 
would  alfo  have  aftbrded  too  much  colour  for  a 
different  mode  of  conduft.  It  Is  even  faid,  and 
we  do  not  find  that  it  has  been  contradided,  that 
this  General  paid  fo  nice  and  delicate  an  attention 
to  the  Britilh  military  honour,  and  to  the  chara&er 
and  feelings  of  thofe  brave  troops,  who  now  expe- 
rienced fo  deplorable  a  reverfe  of  fortune,  that  he 
kept  his  army  clofe  within  their  lines,  and  did  not 
fuffer  an  American  foldier  to  be  a  witncfs  to.  the 
degrading  fpeftacle  of  piling  their  arms. 

The  Americans  ftate  the  whole  number  who  laid 
down  their  arms,  including  Canadians,  Provincials, 
volunteers,  regulars,  and  irregulars,  of  all  forts, 
at  5752  men.  In  this  number  is  undoubtedly  in- 
cluded, though  not  fpecified,  all  the  artificers,  la- 
bourers, and  followers  of  the  camp.  They  alfo  ftate 
the  number  of  fick  and  wounded  left  in  the  hofpi- 
tals  at  the  retreat  from  the  camp  near  Still  Water, 
to  528  men,  and  the  lofs  befides  in  the  army  in 
killed,  wounded,  taken,  or  dcfcrted,  from  the  6th 
of  July  downwards,  to  3>033  ;  the  total  amount  to 
thcfc  numbers  being  9,213  men.  By  another  ac- 
count. 
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1777..  count,  the  number  is  parried  to  about  ten  thoufand* 
v^v>^   They  alfo  got  a  fine  train  of  brafs  artillery,'  amount- 
ing, to  35  pieces  of  different  forts  and  fizes. 

-  •  • 

During  thcfc  unfortunate  tranfaftions,  Lieute- 
nant General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  copdufted  his 
expedition  up  the  North  River  with  great  fuccefs. 
He  had  embarked  about  3000  men  for  that  fervice, 
accompanied  by  a  fuitabic  naval  force,  confiding  of 
(hips  of  war,  armed  gallies,  and  fmaller  veilels, 
under  the  conduft  of  Commodore  Hqtham.  Their 
firft  objeft  was  the  rcdu&ion  of  the  fort  Montgo- 
mery and  Clinton,  which  tho'  of  confiderable 
ftrength,  being  at  that  time  in  a  very  unguarded 
ilate,  it  was  determined  to  attempt  by  a  coup  de 
main«  They  were  fituatcd  on  either  fide  of  a 
creek,  which,  defqendcfl,  from  the  mountains  to  the 
North  River,  and  their,  communications  preferved 
by  a  bridge.  Several  n^cefl[af  y  inotions  being  made 
to  ma£k  the  real  defign,  the  troops  were  landed  in 
two  divifions,  ^at  fqch  ^  diftance  from  their  objcft, 
as  occafipncd  a  confider^bk .  apd  difficult  march 
through  the  mountains;  which  wa^  however  cal- 
culated and  conduced  with  fuch  precifion,  that 
the  two  detachments  arrived  on  the  oppofitc  fides 
Oft.  6.  of  the  creek,  ,and  begaa  their  feparate  attack  on  the 
forts,,  at  nearly  the  fame  time.  The  furprize  and 
terror  of  the  garrifons  was  increafed  by  the  appear- 
aiyce  of  the  ihips  of  war,  and  the  arrival  and  near 
fire  of  the  gallics,;  which  approached  fo  clofe  as  to 
ilrikc  the  wall$  with  their  ^rs.  The  affault  on  both 
fides  of  the  creek  v^as  exceedingly  .^vigorous,  and 
the  ijnpetuofity^of  tihc,  troops  fo  great,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  a  very  coqJ^derable  defences  both  the  forts 
were  carried  by  ftorm. ,  As  the  fpldiers  were  much 
irritated,  as  well  by  the  fatigue  they  had  under- 
gone,, and  the^oppoiitiofi  they  met,  as  by  the  lofs 
t)f  fomc  brave,  and  faypurite  officers,  the  flaughter 
of  the  enemy  was^coftfiderablc. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  lofe  of  the  forts>  the  rebels  fet  fire  to  1 777* 
two  fine  new  frigate^^,  aftd  to  fofiic  otheic  veflels, 
which  \vith  thpt  artillery  and  ftores  Wert  all  con* 
fumed.  Another  fort  called  Gonftitution,  w^  in  & 
djiy  or  two  aftcr>  uoon  the  approach  oF  the  com- 
Hned  land  and  naval  force,  precipitately  fet  oh  fire 
laud  aWndoned^  General  Tryon  alfo,  at  the  head 
of  a  detachment,  deftroyed  a  new  ahd  thriving 
icttlement  called  Continental  Village,  which  con^ 
taincd  barracks  iot  1506  men,  with  Confiderable 
ftores.  The  artillery  taken  in  the  three  fbrts> 
amounted  to  ^pr  pieces  of  ditferent  (izes.  A  large 
quantity  of  artillery  abd  other  ftores,  with  ammu» 
tiition  and  ptovifions,  were  alfo  taken.  A  large 
boom  and  chain,  the  making  of  which  was  fup'- 
pofed  to  have  coft  7o,^>ocK  and  the  conftrudion 
of  which  was  confidered  as  an  extraordinary  prob^. 
of  American  labour,  induftry,  and  fkill,  was  in  part 
deftroyed,  and  in  part  Carried  away.  Upon  the 
wliolc,  the  Amencan  lofs  In  value,  was  probably 
greater  than  upon  any  other  occafion  fince  the  com*' 
ipencement  of  th^  war.  Their  ftrength  and  attcn*^ 
tlon  were  drawn  away  to  the  northward,  and  other 
^ngs  muil  have  been  negleded,  whUft  they  applied 
both  to  the  principal  object. 

Our  I0&  in  killed  and  wounded  w^  not  great  it 
to  nimxber,  but  fome  diflinguifhed  and  much  la*^ 
mented -oncers  fell.  Ofth^,  bciides  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Campbell,  who  commahded  the  attack  ^it 
^'ortiMontcomery,  Major  Sill,  was  from  the  general 
efteem  he  had  acquired  through  his  many  excellent 

aualities,  univerfally  regretted.  Major  Grant  of 
le.  New  York  volunteers,  and  Count  Oraboufldt 
a  Poliih  nobletnan,  and  Aid  de  Camp  to  General 
Qinton,  were  alfo  flain  in  the  a0ault  on  thefe  forts. 

The  expedition  did  not  end  with  this  fuccefs. 
Sir  James  Wallace,  with  a  flying  fquadroa  of  light 

S  f  f  fiigatcs. 
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1.777,  fr^gsi^cs,  and  General  Vaughan,  with  at  confiderabl^ 
detachment  of  troops,'  continued,  for  feveral  days, 
their'  ^xcurfion  up  thef  river,  carrying  terror  and 
d^ftrudion  wherever  they  went.  At  the  very  time 
that  General  Burgoyne  Was  reiceiving  the  moft 
favourable  conditions  iti  himfelf  and  a  ruined 
arnjy,  the  fine  village  jot  town  of  Efopas,  at  no  very 
great  diflance,  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  not  a  houfe 
left .  ftanding.  The  extraordinary^  dtvaftation  which 
attended  every  part  6f  this  expedition,  of  the  nc- 
deflity  of  which  we'  zxt  not  judges,  was  producKrc 
of  a  pathetic  but  fevere.  letter,  tromGeiicral  Gates, 
then  in  the  liclght  of  tidboiry,  to  Generai  Yaughan. 

On  thd  approach  of  GateS,;^  troops  aird  vcffcls 
ifctired  to  New  York,  having  difmantled  the  forts, 
arid  for  a  time  at  leaft,  having  left  the  rh'cr  dfefcncc* 
kfs.  But  that  emerprize,  though  cotidufted  with 
fpirit  and;  ability,  was  oiP  little  momcfnt  rii  the  gdhcral 
account. 

\  Such  was  the  urtfortuflate  iffue  of  the  northern 
campaign  :  The  event  of  an  ekpeditiott  which  was 
Undertaken  with  the  moft  confident  hopes,  and  for 
fome  time  purfued  with  Very  flattering  appearances 
of  fqccefs.  It  was  fuppofed  the  principal  moans  for 
the  immediate  reduction  of  the  colonies }  but  it  has 
only  f^rvcd,  in  conjut^ftibn  with  other  operations, 
which  in  the  firft  iilftance  have  fucceeded  better, 
to  Semonflrate  the  difficulties  2(;tcliding  the  fubju- 
gatlon  of  a  numerous  people  at  a  great  d^ftance,  in 
ail  exf enfux  couAtfy  marked  with  ftroTig  lines,  and 
atoxindingin  ftrong  natural  defence's,  if  tlie  rcfources 
<tf  Var  are  not  exceedingly  deficient^  and  that  the 
fpirit  of  the  people  is'  in  any  degree  proportioned  ta 
their  filtfation.  h  may  no^,  whatever  it  Wais  in  the 
beginning,  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  any  fupc- 
rlority  oFpovver,  of  w^ealth,  and  of  difcipfihe,  will 
be  found  t6  ovw-brilaacc  fuch  diificukits. 

It 
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It  would  not  be  eafy  at  prefent,  as  many  things  1777. 
ncceffary  to  be  Imown  b^v?  not  hpcn  fully  explain- 
ed,  and  improper^  as  the  whofe  is  ftill  a  fubjed  of 
.public  mveft^ation,  to  atteippt  forming  any  jud^- 
•mcnt  upon  the  general  plan  pr  fyileoi  of  this  cam- 
paign* The  general  condu£bof  the  war  this  year 
has  already  undergone  much  cenfurej  and  nn- 
4oubtediy,  the  fending  of  the  §rahd  army  at  Yuch  a 
diftsmce  to  the  Ibuthward,  whilll  the  inferior  was 
left  ftruggling  with  infurmountable  difficulties  in  the 
north,  when  it  would  feem  that  their  junftion  or 
co-operatioii,  would  have  rendered  them  greatly 
fuperior  to  any  force  which  could  have  been  poflibly 
bFought  to  oppofe  their  proffrefs,  fcems,  in  this 
view  of  things,  not  to  be  eafiJy  accounted  for.  It 
is,  however,  a  fubjefti  upon  which  no  conclufive 
opinion  cao  yet  he  formed.* 

*  As  the  nuifortane  of  the  Northern  army  uoddr  General 
Burgojne,  was  the  fUbjedt  of  a  pari^imentarj  enquiry  in  the 
feffion  of  I779f  we  have  inferted  in  the  Appendix  the  evi* 
^nce  at  large  of  the  principal  officera  under  General  Bui^oync, 
-Srom  their  Jeaviag^Qi^bec  ta  the  coovenUpn  4t  Saratoga.  On 
fcfaisendesce  the  ptblic  can^bcd  f9r0i.^c^  opmioa  to  what  caufes 
the  unfortunate  iltiie  of  the  Northern  c^i»p.«ign  may  be  attri* 
i)utcd.  »  "''*'• 
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StaU^f  Aftiirt  frevhui  /•  the  Mctting  ^pFarkamemt,     C^»^ 

•  • '  -  stances  of  the  Amfirk^n  Wsr  nuith   rfpeH  fa  Cowimera* 

ConduB  of  Prance*     StMUty  ^  JUmn'tflraihn  cqt^j  ft- 

eured  by  ^$od  or  had  fu^efs*    Speech  fff^tn  thf  Throne^     MoiUa 

for  certain  papers  ^  eifter  iong  debates  reje^ed  mp^n  a  divifit^ 

CsrcumfUnces  ^iUmUMf  thedifcle^e  of  the  nrimppy  er^t  at 

Saratoga.     Lord  ChatSan^e  motion  Jbr  t^  ordcrj  4itsd  ie^w> 

hons  to  General  Burgoyne^  sifter  conftderMe  dehaieif  rtjcSci 

upon  a  divrfion*     Debates  npon  a  Jecond  ^otiou  h/  the  fai^ 

nohU  Lordf  reiathe  to  the  emphyment  of  thefavages  in  Ih 

American  nsfor*     Motion  rejected  upon  a  di^jiotr.     Stahfis^f^ 

.  $ion  fbr  the  Amrkan  prtfinets.     Stat^  ^f  po&iic    s^eer^ 

Scheme  flr  raijing  a  body  ^troops  t^fisppfy  ihe  iofs  o^  i£«c#. 

toga,     Mr.  Fox^s  vntions,  in  the  ^committee%  relative  to  ih 

fiate  of  the  f^r^i  inAiuerica  frpn  the  comtficHcement  of  tk 

^wrrf  and  the  loffes  jfujiaioed  on  that  firyice^  rejeHird^  after 

much  dAate.     Petithn  frtrn  the  county  of.  NnfM,     Ltrd 

North*s  ponciDatory  pfipofitloni.     T'Viyr  bitis  brought  its  tjettm. 

Ejfea  rf  the  Minifter' speech.     Condnd  of  the  mimr'siy  ^tb 

refpett  ttf  his  conciliatory  fibeme.     Mr,  FdTf  flates  his  infimut- 

'tion  of  the  couclujton  of  a  treaty  het'Oseesi  France  and  the  Asm<i 

ricdn  deputiii  ;  catts  tepon  the  Miuifttr  fir  ^sn  exftasttahm  m 

thatfuhjtn.     Progrefs  rf  the  Mis.     Mothn  by  Mr,  O^rmviik 

r^eOed,     Fremh  Declaration,     Roy  A  Meffage.     Great  Oe* 

'   hates  on  the  Addrefs.     CircumJtoMcesjrck^ve.to  the  arrived 

of  General  Burgoyn'e,     Motion  by  Mr,  Vyner^  relative,  to  the 

Canada  expeSttion,    Amndmeut  nt&ted  hy  Mr,  Fent,     Erpta- 

*     natbns  of  his  JUmsetioet  and  contbUt  hy  ^pter^l  Bmegoym, 

Debate*     Mr,  Fax^s  e^mesulwent  reeded  on  a  divifion*     Qrr- 

ginal  motion  Jet  e^fid^  hy  the  previous  fu^/iiorf.     Speech  from  the 

Thronct 

» 

lyjy.  ^T^  equal  fpzcc  of  time  for  fcvcral  years  paft, 
* — ^ — '  X^  afforded  fo  little  domcftic  matter  worthy  of 
obfcrvation,  as  \hat  part  of  the  yeai:  1777,  which 
*eld{)fcd  during  the  reccfe  (yf  parHamcnti  Neither 
the  to\fn  nor  the  country  pr^fcnted  any  new  objcft 
of  party  contention*  The  ATncrican  wJir,*  sffid 
many  of  itg  confcquenccs,  -were  now  ffearfccfy  oB* 
jcfts  of  curiofity,  much  left  of  ftirprizc ;  and  bein^ 
In  the  habft  of  deriving  no  T>enent  from  our  'cole* 
iilcs,  and  of  confidering  them  only  in  si  ftatc  of  cii- 
jimty  md  hoftilky,  U  •focmcd  is  »  their  total  Icjft 
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vould  be  no  longer  a  matter  of  much  wonder  or .  1777. 

concern;    but  that  rather  on  the  contrary,  that  Wi^^rw 
*  event  would  be  felt,  as  a  cei&tion  from  war,  ex- 
'  pence  and  trouble,  ufually  is  fete  in  odier  cafes*.    : 

Tlie  lofs  and  rum  brought  upon  numbers  of  kl*  No  app»' 
dividuals,  by  this  fatal  quarrel  between  the  mother  rent 
country  and  her  colonies,  was  Kttle  thought  of,  ^fJK^  "• 
excepting  by  the ,  fuffcrcrs,  and  had,  as  yet,  pro-  Sfcj^ 
duced  no  apparent  change  in  the  face  of  publKpoduccd 
affairs.     For  although  our  foreign  commerce,  was  hj  the 
by  this  time,  conUderably  emburraifed,  and  loaded  Amcri- 
with  cxtradklinary  charges;  ahhough  it  was*  aj.^"^''*'- 
ready  reduced  in  fome  of  its  parts,  and  in  others, 
fuch:  as  the  African .  branch,  nearly  annihilated ;  it 
had  not  yet  received  thofe  ftrokes,  or  at  lead  they 
were  not  y6t  fo  fenfibly  felt,  which>  have  fmcc 
^aken  tlie  mercantile  intereft  of  this  etnmtry  to  a 
degree  which  it  had  not  often  before  eipcrieuced^ 

.    ♦ 

Indeed  that  commerce,*  which  had  fo  long  equally 
excited  the  envy  of  other'  nations,  and  the  acfani* 
ration  of  mankind,  was  fo  immenfe  in  its  extent* 
and  involved' fych  a  multitude  of  great  and  mjito- 
rial  objeds  in  its  embrace,  l;hat  it  was  not  to  be 
fliaken  by  afty  ufiial  convulfioii  of  nature^  nor  to 
be  endangered  by  any  common  accident  of  fortune. 
It  accordingly  bore  many  ievere  ihdeks,  and  fu^ 
tained  lolfes  of  a  prodigious  magnitude,  before  they 
were  capable  of  ippzxQtixly  aSe^king  ita  geneial 
fyftem. 

Wc  have  formerly  ihewn  that  the  American  war, 
from  its  peculiar  nature,  and  the  greatnels  of  the  . 
expence,  with  which  it  was  conducted  and  fup^ 
plied,  had  produced  a  new  ipecies  of  commerce!, 
which,  however  ruinous  in  its  ultimate  effe£ts,  haf 
for  the  prefeut  a  flattering  appearance.  For  this 
fuhllitute,  including  all  the  traffiok  appertainmg  to 
or  confe()ucat  of  the  war,  as  well  a»  the  commer- 
cial 


nenty  afibrdod  cmpbymcnt^  like  n  ^reat  and  je^ii- 

mate  conmcccc^  to^a  infiniic  ;>fMib^r  of  perim^ 

and  quantity  of  fliipping,  yielding  at  leall  equal  * 

'  'benefits  ta  the  g>ro&  of  thofe  wbo  -^tsfi  concerned ; 

and  isx  groattr  flindluinentSt  devgid  of  FtfE)«ie»  or 

;  inrcn  of  the  6i»pla]wem  of  mu^h  caiMta),  to  the 

]  -pr^igipods^  than  the  profits  of  avy  /csal  qr  open  traide 

i     Xbu^  hawoircx  icail  its  eftablifhrntntt  wd  ae^ 

^  ^(krily&ort  h^diiiatiqn,  a ntw,  poworMt.  ^mi w 

vtncMiu  connedioa.  was   fornaed,  u^9i\y  -dillbift 

from  the  ^roat^:  ancient »  meroaniile  imd^ ;  anil 

^tts,  although  our  Gaacettx^  t^n^ed  wkb  bmk* 

tuptcin^  geaimndly  .doubling  and  ,tre|3|i^ng  in  nuo* 

4>er,  xxdmever.  hud  been  ttfmaUky  known^  in  die  fimr 

time,  inihia  coobtcy,  yet  the  g^in<$rs^  pr  the  can* 

didates  for  gain  in  the  new  adventures,  were  b 

"^oixm/acfUA^  and  ^oiConted  fuohi  an  apyescance.  of 

-eofer  affimence,  abd.content,  that  -thepUnitivcibvl 

tloobie  voicsxof  tfac  untortuoete  ws^  little. attcoM 

•Co;  and  the  qh^^^*^^^  which  the  fplepdoor  im^ 

^pflineis  af.tkafoaBcr  ipead  all  aroi^d^  prevented 

fsXij^Qpaxf^xSkitimminm  sMriftqg  in  tl^vniiKbiof 

^ofe  whc.faad.  jaa  jyet  bo  fenfihlis  Meeting  of  dir 

^pttbUcca^jKuty^ 


U      t 


Coafts  of  !  -^It  n  ttpue^tfaat  .^e  ataAs  o£.  Grea^  Qritain  jnd 

G.  Bri.    Irehind  were  infulted  by  the  American  prixate^f^ 

tain  and    j^^  ^  manner  which  our  hardieft  enemies  had  never 

infidTed    t^^wtuccd.  io.  OUT'  moft  anUkHi4  ^pnlq^ipft^  Drith 

byAme-  fore^pett^:  I1m»  jwerc  the  inmqft;w4:iiH>(t..dA- 

'  rican       t]9tt(lic^Gece0iajaf;our  trade  r$)i^«;ed  inttc^K^  S  9§4 

pnva*      ^  convoy,  for jthe  ipcptd^tion^pf  ^Jiimn«fh%>s  s&ttii 

^^^       iDubl'uLand  fifentjs,  was^now  fot  (he.  firft  tiaiqe.  foMi 

O'be :I hamot jtfa;|«Kicn(ed  the  wuj^  wdnKlHi^ 

thply  fpedac^.^of  numbera  of  fm<^  ^^^^  H^ 

tieularly  EtaeiK^^iaking  in carg^i^sof  ^|[lHh  c<^ 

moddiii 
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riwdittes^for  varions  parts  of  Etttbpc,  Ac  pi^o^jetty"  i^^» 
of  our  own  meirlttmts^  who  wt?rt*  *tlhi«  rcdticcd  to*  OrTxr 
fcek  that  protcftion  under  the  colours  of  other 
nations,  which  the  Britilh  flag  ultd  tp  iefibrd  tb"alj 
the  world.  'V- 

Ag^inft  this  muft'bc  fct,  that  his  Mafcfty's  ffntjs 
took  ^  prodigious  number  of  American  v^fibk,* 
bodi  on  their  own  coafts  and  m  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  pcrfeverancc  with  which  tb6  Am«*f  icans  fup-^ 
plied  the  objcfts  for  thcfc  captures,  by  continuaHy 
biifl^dtng  new  Ihips,  and  feeking-  iitvr  adventures, 
fccttied  almoft  incredible;    At  ti  tiitlfc  when  the 
whdfe  of  a  tride,  carried  on  nn^defr  fnch  difconrtg- 
ihg  circumftances,  fcemed  to  be  cxtlnguifted,  the* 
Gazettes  teemed  again  with  the  abcouiit  of  new  cap- ' 
tures;    which,  though  for  the  *  greater  part,  they* 
were  not  of  much  value  fingly,  yfcft  f urnSAed,  at  • 
times,  fome  very  rich  prizes ;  *nd-,  itt-  the  aggre- 
gate, were  of  a  vaft  amount.  '  They  probably  much- 
overballanced  the  loffcs  which  we  fuftamed  from 
their  privateers.     But  it  was,  td  » thinking  mind, 
melancholy,  that  we  had  a  coltipotation  of  that 
kind  to  make. 

ITie  cortdnft  of  Fttitnce  during  fHs  whole  yeaf^  ConduA 
in  every  thing  that  regarded  England  and  Aitlc-'  of  France 
rica,  was  fo  fttghtiy  covered,  arrd  ^  frttkr  cjuaHfied,  ^^^  j** 
that  it  fecmed  to  leave  no  room  for  any  dpubt,  (?x-  ^J^^^riak 
ccpting  with  thofe  who  were  determined  to  place 
fo  implicit  a  faith  in  words,  as  to  admit  of  no  othef 
fpecies  of  evidence)  as  to  the  p:irt  i^'hich  flic  Wdttld 
finally  take  in  the  contell.     A*<  'flic  xi'ls  rot  yet, 
however,  in  fufficrent  preparation  for  proceeding  to 
the  utmoft  extremities?;  nor  her  negociatrons  with 
tlie  Americans  advanced  fo  an  aflMohite  dttetmiila* 
tion,    flic  occafionally  relaxed  tn  crrtam  paints, 
when  fl)e  found  hcrfdf  fo  clofely  prcfled  by  thcj 
Britifli  miniftcrs,   that  an  oWHmrtc  perfcveranet* 

■    •     wotrid 
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1777*  r  would  preci|Htate  matters  to  that  conduiioiiy  vibich 
^  >.»  I V  ibe  wiihed  for  fome  tim<;  longer  to  defet* 

Cttttning-*  Thus,  vhen  a  bold  American  adventurer^  one 
hamcoin-  (Cunningham,  had  taken  and  carried  into  Dun^rk^ 
"rifo^a  ^**  a  privateer  fitted  out  at  that  port,  the  Englilh 
S>anki^  I¥^^^  ^^^  UoUandj  and  fent  tl^  mail  ta  the 
fiyrtaking  American  minifters  at  Paris,  it  then  feemed  necef* 
the  Eng-  fary  in  fome  degree  to  difcouotenance  fo  flagrant 
Ufli  Mc-  ^  violation  of  good  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  of 
Holknd  landing  treaties  bet^^ecn  the  two  nations,  and 

but  foon  ^y^*^  ^^  ^^^  particular  marine  laws  and  r^ulations 
after  ft-  cjlUbUfiicd  in  France,  in  regard  to  her  conduA 
leafed,  with  the  pec^le  of  othqr  countries.  Cunningbam, 
axul  his  crew,  were  accordingly  committed  for  fome 
(bort  time  tp  prifon.  Yet  this  appearance  of  btis^ 
isnBCion  was  done  away  by  the  circumllances  which 
attended  it.  For  Cunningham's  iztiprilbnment  was 
reprefehted  to  the  Americans,  as  proceeding  merely 
from  fome  informality  in  his  commiinon,  and  irre- 
gularis in  bis  proceedings,  which  had  brought  him 
XQy  if  notwithm,  the  ^ver^e  of  piracy,  and  which 
were  too  j^ing  to  be  enturely  paifed  over  without 
notice.  And  he  was,  with  his  crew,  not  only  fpeedily 
tde^fed  from  their  mock  confinement,  but  he  was 
/  '  Koaitted  to  mtrchafe,  iu .  ouff  and  arm,  a  much 
ftronger  vefiel,  and  better  fiiilor  than  the  former, 

avowedly  to  infeft  as  before  the  firitilh  commerce. 
Lofd 

^JJ^I^^  .  It  was  in  the  lame  line  of  policy,  that  when  the 
^f^f  French  Newfoundland  iiHicry  would  have  been  to^ 
from  the  tally  intercepted  and  dcftroyed  in  cafe  of  an  imme- 
French  diate  rupture,  and  that  the  capture  of  tlieir  fearnea 
^h^^*n  '^^^^  )wc  hiccn  more  ruinous  and  irreparable,  than 
Ameri-  ^^^  '^*  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^P*  ^"^  Cargoes,  Lord  Stor- 
can  pri-  mont  obtained,  in  that  critical  fituation,  an  order 
vateers  from  the  mioiflers,  that  all  the  American  privateers^ 
with  their  ^^Ji  ^j^j^  prizcs,  fliould  imiacdiatcly  depart  the 
fl^uldde-  ^S^Q"^»  Yet, Satisfactory  as  tins  compliance,  and 
part  that  eondufive  as  this  order  appeared,  u  jiwas  combated 

Lngdom.  ^  ^  *         .   .    -'  "  •  'with 
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\vith  fuch  itigenuity,  and  fuch  C3q>edicnts  praftifed  1777/ 
to  dcfrat  its  effcfts,  that  it  was  il6t  complted  with  In  v^-^v%> 
a  fingic  inftancc  throughout  the  kingdom.  It,  how- 
ever, anfwcred  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  intendr 
cd,  by  gaining  time,  and  opening  a  fubjeft  of  tedu 
ous  and  iivdedfivc  controverfy,  until  the  French 
fliipj  wei^  fafe  in  their  refpedive  ports* 

It  would  feem,  that  Monfr.  dc  Sartlne,  the  French 
Miniftcr  of  the  marine,  and  gfeat  advocate  for  the 
American  caiife,  Vas   determined,  that  whatever  * 
charges  of  diipKcity  might  be  brought  againll  his 
jcountry,   they  ftfoilld  not  reft  petibnaHy  with  him- 
fdf.    For  this  Minlfter,  upon  fomc  reports  which 
teTid^d  tddifcourag^  tfhc  commerce' with  the  Amc- 
ricans,  as  if  the  court  would  not  ^roteft  its  fiibjeds 
in  tonveyifig  the  produftiof  that  continent  in  their 
vcflels,    which  ^ould  according  become  legal 
prizes  to  the  Engfifh  if  taken,  amired  the  feverat 
chlimbers  of  comrticrce  by  a  public  inftrumeht,* 
and  in  direft  contravention  of  al!  our  navigation  ^^^  ^ 
laws,  that  the  King  was  dctermmcd  to  afford  the    " 
fiihcft  prqtcftion  to  their  eommercc,  and  would  re- 
dkim  all  fliips  that  were  taken  undef  diac  pretext. 

•  Upori  the  whole,  *  whwcvcf  evifion  or  duplicity 
might  have  appeared  in  the  language  or  profeffions 
of  France,  her  'condu€f  was  fo  unequivocal  in  the 
courfe  of  this  bufinefs,  ^at  the  only  matter  of  fur- 
jrfize  Vould  be,  if  it  could  be  thought  poffible  that 
flie  impofed  upon  any  people  by  the  one,  or  that 
tfiey  could  miftake  hef  defigns  in  the  orficr.  It  m. 
dfeed  required  no  gfeat  fegacity  to  difcover,  that  fte 
hkd  now  required  fo  thorough  a  relift  for  the  fweets  of 
the  Americ'^n  coiftmefce,  that  nothing  lefs  than  the 
.  moft  irrefiftjble  necellity,  could  induce  her  to  forego- 
the  pOflfeffion  of  What  ihe  had  obtained,  and  the* 
Tift  hopes  widi  which  ihe  flattered  herfelf  in  future.' 
But  as  yet  (he  waited  ihe  event  of  the  American 
campaign^  and  the  completion  of  htr  xnival  equips 
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1 777.    ments,  (which  were   carried  on  vnA  the  girateft 
^-^'^^'^^   dtlligcnce  and   in  the  moft  public  manner  at  Breft 
and  Toulon,)  before  ihe  rifqued  any  decifive  ftcp» 

No  change  of  any  fort,  whether  by  deadi,  removal 
or  internal  arrangement,  had  taken  place  in  admini* 
firation  during  the  recels.  Every  day  of  the  Ame- 
rican war  rivetted  the  mimfters  fafter  in  their  jeat€. 
Good  and  bad  fuccels  produced  the  lame  cficd  in 
that  refpecl.  In  the  former  inftance,  who  could  be 
deemed  fo  fitting  to  conclude  the  bufinefs^  as  thofe 
by  whom  it  was  framed,  and  fo  far  happily  cpnduft- 
ed?  In  the  other,  who  could  be  found  hardy 
enough  to  undertake  the  completion  of  a  ruinous 
fyftem,  which,  beiides  its  failure  already  in  the  exe- 
cution, was  orginally,  and  in  its  nature,  clogged  with 
infinite  difficulty  and  danger  ?  Thus  fituated»  and 
fupported  by  an  uncontroulable  force  in  parliament, 
it  feemed  that  nothing  could  difturb  their  repoie, 
until  the  prefent  American  fyflem  was  in  ibme  man* 
ner  difpofed  of. 

Nov.  20.  The  fpeech  from  the  throne  expreflcd  great  fatis- 
S  ccch  '^^^^^^  '^^  having  recourfe  to  the  wifdom  and  fup- 
fiom  the  P^"^^  ^^  parliament  in  this  conjunSure,  when  Ac 
throne,  continuance  of  the  rebellion  in  America  demanded 
their  moft  ferious'  attention.  The  powers  with 
wlikli  parliament  had  entrufted  the  crown  for  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  revolt,  were  declared  to  have 
been  faithfully  exerted  ;  and  a  jufl  confidenec  was 
exprefled,  that  the  courage  and  condud  of  the  offi- 
cers, with  the  fpirit  and  intrepedity  of  the  forces, 
would  be  attended  with  important  fuccefs  ;  but  un- 
dera  perfuafion  that  both  houfes  would  fee  the  ne- 
cclTity  of  preparing  for  fuch  furtber^operations^as  the 
contingencies  of  the  war,  and  the  obftinacy  of  the 
rebels  might  render  expedient,  his  Majefty  was,  for 
that  purpol'e,  purfuing  the  proper  meafures  for  keep- 
ing the  land  forces  complete  to  their  prefent  eftabHlh- 
mcnt;  and  if  he  OioUld  haveoccafion  toincreafethem, 
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placed  on  their  zeal  and  public  fpirit  to  enable  him 
to  make  them  good. 

Although  repeated  affurances  were  received  of 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  foreign  powers,  yet  as 
the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and  Spain 
were  continued,  it  was  thought  advifeable  to 
make  a  confiderable  augmentation  to  our  naval 
force  ;  it  being  equally  determined  not  to  dillurb 
the  peace  of  Europe  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  be  a 
faithful  guardian  of  the  honour  of  the  crown  on.  the 
other. 

The  Commons  were  informed,  that  the  various 
fervices  which  had  been  mentioned,  would  una- 
voidably require  large  fupplies ;  and  a  profefTion 
vas  made,  that  notning  could  relieve  the  royal 
mind  from  the  concern  which  it  felt  for  the  heavy 
charge  they  muft  bring  on  the  people,  but  a  con- 
vidion  of  their  oeing  neceffary  for  the  welfare  and 
eflential  interefts  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

The  fpeech  concluded,  with  a  rcfolution  of  ileadi- 
ly  purfuing  the  meufures  in  which  they  w*ere  en- 
gaged for  the  re«eftablilhment  of  that  couftitutional 
Aibordination,  which  his  Majefly  was  determined 
to  maintain  through  the  feveral  parts  of  his  domi* 
nions;  accompanied  with  a  profeflion  of  being 
i^atchful  for  an  opportunity  of  putting  a  flop  to 
the  efiudon  of  the  blood  of  his  fubjecb  ;  a  renewal 
or  continuance  of  the  former  hope,  that  the  deluded 
and  unhappy  multitude  would  return  to  their  alie- 

? fiance,  upon  a  recollection  of  the  blcflings  of  their 
ormer  government,  and  a  cotnparifon  with  the 
miferies  of  their  prefent  fituation  ;  and  a  declara* 
tion,  that  the  relloration  of  peace,  order  and  confi- 
den'cc  to  his  American  colonies,  would  be  confidered 
by  hif  Majefty  as  the  grcatcil:  happincfs  of  his  life, 
ajid*^^  greatcft  glory  of  his  rcigii. 

The 
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1777.  The  addreflct  were  ib  cxatftly  in  the  prcfent 
^^-'^'^^'^  eftabliflicd  ftyle  and  form,  and  in  fudi  peifeft  uaifoa 
with  the  fpeech,  that  any  particular  notice  of  thtm 
would  be  needlefs.  All  the  meafurcs  which  it  hekl 
out,  whether  in  a^  or  defign,  were  applauded ;  its 
pofitions  confirmed  ;  and  an  unlimited  concuirence 
agreed.  The  minifters  received  their  ufuad  portion 
of  praife  in  that  ifaare  afligned  to  the  prudence  and 
wifdom  of  our  public  counfets  ;  and  the  firmnefs, 
dignity,  humanity,  and  paternal  tendemefs  exprciT- 
ed  in  die  fpeech^  were  highly  extolled. 

From  this  time  to  the  recefs,  and  indeed  dttrii)<» 
the  greater  part  of  the  feilion,  enquiry  into  the 
condud  of  public  affairs,  whether  particular  or 
general,  became  the  great  objeft  of  opfx>lition  in 
both  Houfes. 

Difclo-         On  the  difclofure  of  the  melancholy  cataftroplie 
fure  of      of  General  3urgoync'8  expedition,  ^and  the  unhappy 
^c  u«»     f^^^  ^f  ^^  brave  but  unfortunate  northern  army  at 
fate^of      Saratoga.     A  difclofure,  which  excited  no  lefe  con- 
General     fternation,  grief,  and  aftoniihment  in  both  houfes, 
Bar-        than  it  did  of  difmay  on  the  fide  of  the  minifters. 
goyoe.      7|)e  noble  Lord  at  tbe  head  of  the  American  depart- 
ment, being  called  upon  by  a  gentleman  in  cppb' 
fition  for  the  purport  of  the  difpatches  which  were 
received  from  Canada,  was  the  unwilling  relater  of 
that  melancholy  event,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

This  of  courfe  brought  out,  with  firefti  fervour, 
and  additional  afperity,  all  the  cenfures  and  charges 
that  ever  had  been,  or  that  could  be  pafled  or  made, 
whether  relative  to  the  principle  or  policy  of  the 
conteft,  the  condud  of  the  war,  or  the  general  in- 
capacity  of  the  minifters.  After  condemning  and 
reprobating  the  latter  in  terms  of  the  utmolt  feverit)', 
the  oppofition  applied  the  moU  pathetic  exprefiions 
which  our  language  affords,  to  deplore  the  fate 
of  the  gallant  General  and  his  brave  army,  uho, 

they 


CaAP.  X Vn.       CiYiL  War  t n  A  M  £  HI  C  A.       ^5«9 

thcjr  faid)  after  furmdunting  toib^  dangers,  wd  1777, 
^lifiiculties,  which  ihouid  have  crowned  them  vnth 
lading  glory  and  honour,  and  fbtvrm^  tfaemfehres 
fupenor  to  every  thmg»  excepting  only  the  injufticc 
of  the  caufe  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  the 
inherent  &talityof  that  ill-ftarred  c0re£tion  under 
\irhich  they  a£ted,  were  fo  oveiwhelmed  in  the  joint 
operation  of  thefe  concurring  caufes,  as  not  only  t0 
be  plunged  into  irretrievable  ruin,  but  alfo,  what 
had  never  before  happened  to  fuch  men,  nor  could 
«ver  again  be  the  reward  of  fuch  adicns,  they  were 
iinally  funk  into  difgrace. 

They  condemned  the  whole  plan  and  deiign  of 
the  expedition  in  the  mod  unqualified  terms.  Said, 
that  it  was  an  abfurd,  an  inconiiftent,  and  an  im* 
practicable  fcheme,  unworthy  of  a  Britifli  mimfter, 
and  which  the  Chief  of  a  tribe  of  favages  would 
l^ve  been  afhamed  to  acknowledge*  They  re* 
mined  the  American  minider  that  they  were  not 
judging  from  events,  but  how  often  and  eamedly 
they  had  warned  him  of  the  fatal  confequences  of 
his  &vourite  plan.  When  they  had  truly  foretold 
the  event,  they  were  only  laughed  at,  and  told  they 
were  fpeaking  in  prophecy ;  was  he  yet  farisfied  oif 
the  truth  of  their  predidions  f 

Ignorance,  they  faid,  had  damped  every  ilep 
taken  during  the  expedition  ;  but  it  was  the  igno* 
ranee  of  the  Minider,  not  of  the  General ;  a  nunif- 
ter  who  would  venture,  fitting  in  his  clofet,  to 
direft,  not  only  the  general  operations,  but  all  the 
particular  movements,  of  a  war  earned  on  in  the 
interior  defarts  of  America,  and  at  a  diftanoe  of 
three  thoufand  milqs*  A  jundion  between  Howe 
and  Burgoyne  was  the  obje^  of  this  expedition ;  a 
meafure  which  might  be  effected  without  difficulty 
by  fea  in  lefs  than  a  month ; .  but  the  fitGnifter 
choofes  it  fhould  be  performed  by  land,  and  what 
means  does  be  ufe  for  the  ^ccompltfboient  of  this 

purpofe  ? 
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1777.  purpofe?  Why  truly,  laid  they,  as  it  was  ncceffiury 
for  the  armies  to  meet,  it  might  have  been  reafon* 
ably  iixiagined,  that  the  northern  army  would  have 
advanced  to  the  fouthward,  or  the  fouchem  to  the 
northward ;  or  if  it  were  intended  that  they  Ifaould 
meet  any  where  about  the  center,  that  they  would 
both  have  fet  out  in  thofc  diredions  about  the  £unc 
time ;  but  the  Minifler  defpifing  fuch  fimple  and 
natural  means  of  effecting  ajundion,  difpatches  one 
army  from  New- York  ftill  farther  fouth,  and  fends 
the  other  to  follow  it  from  Canada  in  the  fame  di- 
redion ;  fo  that  if  they  both  continued  their  courfe 
till,  doomfday,  it  would  be  impoflible  fot  them  to 
meet. 

But  the  noble  Lord,  they  faid,  was  the  implicit 
flave  of  report,  and  the  continual  dupe  to  the  fidfe 
informations  of  men,  who  were  interefted  in  his 
deception ;  men  who  profited  of  the  common  cala- 
mities of  England  and.  America.  Thus  on  one 
day  we  had  only  a  trifling  mob  to  quell  \  nine  tenths 
of  the  people  were  not  only  zealoufy  but  violendy 
attached  to  government ;  and  yet,  moft  ilrange  to 
tell,  this  vaft  majority  of  the  people,  as  if  loyalty 
had  deprived  them  of  all  the  powers  and  propernes 
of  men,  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  fleeced  and  drii(en 
like  fheep,  by  that  ragged  handful  of  their  own 
'rabble.  The  next  day,  when  we  were  to  ranfiick 
Europe  for  troops,  and  exhauil  Great  Britain  to 
msuntain .  them,  the  Americans  were  fuddenly  be- 
come numerous  and  powerful.  The  delufion  was 
then  become  highly  contagious  ;  and  they  were  to 
be  brought  to  theur  fcnfes  by  nothing  ihort  of  the 
exertion  of  the  whole  ftrength  of  tliis  countr}'. 
Again,  we  were  told  that  the  Americans  were  all 
cowards ;  a  grenadier's  cap  was  fuffiqient  to  throw 
whole  provinces  i)Qto  panics  ;  it  feemed,  however, 
odd  enough,  that  559000  men,  with  animmenfe 
naval  force,  fhoiild  be  fent  to  reduce  polt|:pas.  WiU 
th$  minUleir  Xkoyif  venture  to.  fay,  that  i;j[ic  gallant 
'y army 
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army  at  Saratoga,  with  a  noble  artillery,  and  con-  1777- 
du£ted  by  officers  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  merit, 
were  compelled  to  the  difgrace  of  refigning  their 
arms  and  their  liberty,  by  a  wretched  contemptible 
rabble  without  fpirit  or  difcipline  ?  But  fuch,  they 
faid,  was  the  mifreprefentation  and  wifehood,  which 
partly  intended  to  impofe  upon  thp  nation,  and 
partly  operating  upon  the  wretched  folly,  credulity, 
and  mcapacity  of  the  minifters  themfelves,  had  sd« 
ready  led  to  the  lofs  of  America,  and  to  our  prefent 
(late  of  calamity  and  difgrace ;  and  which,  under 
the  feftering  influence  of  that  preverfc  blindnefs  and 
obftinacy,  which  have  been  fo  long  the  bane,  and  at 
the  iame  time  the  only  difUn^on  of:our  public 
counfels,  would  terminate  in  the  final  deftruftion  of 
this  country. 

The  time  and  occafion  did  not  ferve  for  bold 
words  or  lofty  language  on  the  fide  of  adminftra* 
tion.  The  minifters,  indeed,  were:  fufficiently 
humbled.  The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  affairs^ 
acknowledged  that  he  was  unfortimate.  He,  at  the 
iame  time,  juflified  his  intentions^  .and  declared 
that  he  was  and  would  be  ready,  whenever  the  ge- 
neral voice  of  the  Houfe  defired  it,  to  enter  into  an 
esqsiaxiation  of  his  condutl,and  a  defence  of  his  mea* 
fares.  He  alfo  declared,  that  no  man  from  the  be« 
ginning  had  wifhed  more  eameftiy  for  peace  than  he 
had  done  himfelf,  nor  would  do  more  to  obtain  it 
now  ;  and  that  if  the  laying  down  his  place  and  his 
honours  could  accomplifh  that  wifhed  for  purpofe, 
he  would  gladly  refign  them  all.  He  iaid,  that  he 
had  been  dragged  to  his  place  agamft  his  will ;  but 
that  however  difagreeable  it  might  be,  whilft  he 
continued  in  poiTeilion,  he  would  fupport  it  to  the 
beft  of  his  power.  He  concluded  by  obferving, 
(the  Houfe  being  then  in  a  committee  of  fupply) 
that  whatever  their  future  determination  as  to  peace 
or  war  might  be,  it  was  neceflary  they  fhould  grant 
the  fupplies  which  were  npw  demanded ;  as,  if  even 

a  ceffa* 
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1777*  a  ceflittion  of  arms  fiioidd  take  place^  the  expences 
miift  (till  eontmiie,  until  the  armks  were  brought 
hpttc  and  difchatgcd  or  reduced. 

The  American  Msmfter  declared,  that  he  was 
ready  to  fubmk  hts  condud  in  planning  the  hue 
expedition  to  die  judgment  of  die  Houfe.     If  it 
appeared  impocent,  weak,  and  ruinous,    let  die 
cenfure  of    tkc  Houfe   fall  upon  him.     He  was 
teady  to  abide  it,  s^  every  Minifter  who  had  the 
welfinre  of  Us  country  at  heart,  (hould  at  all  times, 
be  faid^  be  ready  to  have. his  condud  ferotinized 
by  bis  coMOtry.    But  having  alio  laid  fomethxng, 
of  wifliing  that  the  Houfe  would  not  be  over  hafty 
m  oiMulaiinatioa,  that  they  would  fufpend  their 
judgment  on  the  conduct  both  of  the  General  and 
of  the  Minifter  relative  to  this  unhappy  event  j 
boping  that  tfe  eondud  of  both  would  appear  free 
from  gtok ;.  thefe  eaq>reflions,  or  fome  others  of 
the  £ime  nature,,  being  confidered  as  tending  to  cri- 
misatfl;,  or  infibuate  blame  on  the  General,  were 
highly  refented  on  the  other  fide,  and  contributed 
ttot  a  little  4o  that  feverity  of  cenfure  which  he  ex- 
perienced on  this  day. 

During  thefe  tran£i£^ions  in  the  houfe  of  Com* 
mons,  the  bufinefs  in  that  of  the  Lords,  abftra&<Nl 
from  die  fui^ks',  was  conducted  upon  the  £ime 
grottnd,  and  in  general  with  the  iame  efled.  The 
Duke  of  Richmond  had  moved  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  on  the  fame  day  that 
Mr.  Fox  had  made  his  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Cem* 
mons;  The  inquiry  was  alfo  fixed  to  the  famt 
date  mboth;  asidthe  fubfequent  motions  for  pa- 
pers and  information  made  by  his  grace,  corres- 
ponded with  thofe  in  the  other  Hou(ie,  and  wcit 
agreed  to  in;  the  &me  manner. ' 

4 

On  the  5th  of  December,  the  Earl  of  tAatfaaa 
Biovcd^  that  copies  \»f  ordars  and  iftfbradjons  t« 

General 


Chap.  XVIK       CiVrL  War  //;  AMERICA.  [513 

Oeneral  Burgoyne,  relative  to  the  northern  expe»-    1777. 
dition,  fliould  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.     The  noble  ^^^^w^ 
Earl  introduced  his  motioil  with  a  (peech  of  confi-  j^fo^'j^^ 
dcrable  length,  in  which  he  diifccled  and  reprdbat-  in  the 
cdfcveral  j^rts  of  that  from  the  throne  without  re-  Houfc  of 
fcrve  or  ceremony  ;  and  taking  a  large  fweep  into  Lords  by 
public  mcafures,   he    leeiued   to   fummon  all  the  p^"\^ 
powers  of  his  cloqui^ncc^and  all  his  natural  vehemence,  relative  * 
to  the  direct  cenfave  of  the  minifters,  and  the  moft  un-  to  the 
quarified  condemnation  of  their  condud.    Among  o-  nonhetn 
ther  caufes^  to  which,  in  this  courfc,  he  attributed  the  «pcdl- 
unhappy  change  which  had  taken  place  in  our  public  /^"""^j^^ 
affairs,  he  particularly  reprobated,  in  terms  of  the  -q^^^ 
grcat^ft  bitternefs,  a  court  fyflcm,   which  he  faid,  goync. 
had  been  introduced  and  perfevered  in  for  the  lall 
■fifteen  yewrs,  of  loofening  and  breaking  all  connec- 
tion ;  ^eftroying  all  faith  and  confidence  ;  and  ex* 
tkiguifhing  all  principle,  in   dift'erent  orders  of  the 
community.     A  few  men,  he  faid,  had  got  an  afcen- 
denc)',  where  no  man  fliould  have  a  perfonal  afcen- 
dency  •,    by  having  the  executive  powers  of   the 
ftate  at  their  command,  they  had  been   furnifhed 
"With  the  means  of  creating  divifions,  and  familiar- 
izing t^^eachery.     ^fhus  were  obfcure  and  unknown 
men ;  irien  .totally  unacquainted  with  public  bufi- 
ncfs ;  pliable^  not  capaWe.men  ;  and  the  dregs,  or 
renegades  of  parties,  brought  into  the  highlit  and  • 

moft  rtfjvinfible  ftations ;  and  by  fuch  men,  was 
this  once  glorious  empire  reduced  to  its  prefent  ftate 
of  danger  and  difgraee.  Then  rifing  into  his  ufual 
force  of  expreffion  :  the  fpirit  of  delufion,  he  faid, 
had  gone  forth—The  tninilrcrs  had  impdfed  on  the 
people— Parliament  had  been  induced  to  fan£lify 
the  imppfition. — Falfe  lights  had  been  held  out  to 
the  country  gentlemen. — They  had  been  ftduced 
ir.to  the  fupport  of  a  mod  deftruclive  war  under  the 
imprellion,  that  the  land  tax  would  have  been  dimjn- 
iihjd  hy  tlk:  means  of  an  American  revenue.  But 
tlic   viiionary  phantome,  thus  conjured  up  for  the 

U  u  u  •  '     bafclt 
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1777.  bafeftofall  purpofes,  that  of  idcc(^aa»  was  now 

-^  about  to  vanifli. 

The  debate  was  long,  animated^  and  wdl  fupport* 
cd  on  both  fides.  The  Miniftcrs,  thoujjrh  plainly 
fomewbat  depreffcd,  defended  thcmfelvcs  withrefo- 
lution.  ITicy  faid  they  knew  nothing  of  the  private 
influence  that  had  been  talked«pf.  That  it  was  a 
topic  taken  up  or  laid  down  by  men  as  it  fuited  their 
views.  That  they  never  had  impofq^  on  the  peo- 
ple or  on  parliament ;  but  communicated  fuch  iitfor- 
macion  as  was  true,  provided  it  was  iafe.  .That  they 
had  never  laid  any  thing  falfe  before  them  j  but  be 
the  event  what  it  would,  they  never  would  repent 
the  vigorous  (leps  they  had  taken  for  aiTcrtiiig  the 
rights  of  parliament,  and  the  dignity  of  their  coun- 
try. The  queftion  being  at  length  put,  the  motion 
was  rejedled  on  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of  40  to  19. 

The'  noble  Earl  then  immediately  moved  ibr  an 
addrefs  to  lav  before  them  copies  6t  all  the  orders, 
or  treaties  relative  to  the  employment  of  the  lavaffes» 
ading  in  cbnjunAion  with  the  Britiih  troops  agamft 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Brltifli  colonies  in  iMorth 
America,  with  a  copyqf  the  indru&ions  given  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  Colonel  St.  Leger. 

As  no  meafure  had  ever  been  marked  vrith  a 
greater  fcverity  of  language,  or  had  excited  (tronger 
appearances  of  difgult  and  horror,  than  thitt»  to 
,  which  the  motion  related,  the  Minillers  were  accord- 
ingly very  tender  upon  the  fubjeft,  ^nd  could  ill  dif- 
^uife  the  indignation  and  refentment  which  they 
.felt,  at  its  being  lb  frequently  and  vexatioufly  brought 
within  obfcrvation.    And  as  the  noble  fratner  of 
tlic  prefciit  motion,  had  been  among  the  forcinoft 
in  his  cenfurcs  on  the  fubjcft,  and  that  the  ^ittemefs 
of  his  late  fpeech  was  hot  yet  worn  off ;  the  matter 
was  taken  up  \Vith  great  warmth.     ITic  (an^c  argu* 
.  meuts  ufed  to  defend  it  in  the  Houfe  Jf  Commons 

were 
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were  relied  upon  in  the  Lords.  The  Miniftry  ftrong-    1 777. 
ly  aflferted  the  jufticc  and  the  propriety  of  the  mcafurc,  '^^^■>'^v/ 
on  principle  and  on  ejcample.     As  Lord  Chatham 
B^d  aflerted  that  when  he  was  Minifter^  he  had  al* 
vrays  declined  to  make  ufc  of  fo  odious  an  inftru- 
ment  in  the   laft  war,  though  a  foreign  one,  this 
aflcrtion  was  flatly  contradided  by  the  King's  fer- 
vants,  who  faid  they  were  able  to  lay  before  the 
Houfe  proofs  from  the  records  of  office,  of  his  hav- 
ing given  orders  to  treat  with  the  favages  for  their 
afliftancc.    Appeals  were  made  to  the  noble  Lord 
vrfao  then  commanded  in  America,  and  had  taken 
his  inftrufliiohs  from  Mr.  Pitt,  at  that  time  Secretarv 
of  State,  whether  he  had  not  fuch  in  his  army,  and 
whether  he  was  not  authorifed  to  ufe  them.     The 
Lords  of  the  minority  contended,  that  the  cafe  of  a 
foreign  war,  where  the  affeftionsof  the  people  are  no 
objeft,  made  a  difference  j  and  that  the  French  had 
made  ufe  of  the  fame  inftrumcnt  to  a  much  greater 
degree,  which  might  juftify  retaliation.     The  debate 
wis  attended  with  an   unufual  degree  of  charge, 
dpnial,  perfonality,  and  acrimony  ;  in  which  courfe  . 
of  painful  altercation,  a  noble  Earl,  who  had  lately 
poffeflcd  a  principal  government  in  America,  both 
took,  and  endured  no  iriconfiderable  fhare.     The 
motion  was  at  length  thrown  out  by  the  previous 
que(lion,  about   1 1  o*clock  at  night,  the  majority 
being  nearly  the  fame  as  in  the  foregoing  divifion. 

Great  complaints  were  about  this  time  circu-  Great 
lated,  that  the  American  prifoners  in  this  country,  ^"?' 
who  amounted  to  fevcral  hundreds,  were  treated  fiip'"|!*3^. 
with  a  dejvree  of  rigour  which  fell  little  fhort  of  mcnt  of 
cruelty.     Thefe  rumours  extended  even  to  France;  thcAme- 
and  occafioned  the  American  deputies  in  that  coun-  >r*can 
try,  after  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  cftabUfli  a  cartel  P"f»ncrs. 
with  the  BntifliMinifter  at  Paris,  to  tranfmit  a  let- 
ter, couched  in  itroug  terip^  of  complaint,  to  the 
firft  Lorjji  of  the  Trcafury  uju^n  the  fubjcdt.     This 
kttqr  cohtained'a  particular  charge,  wlitch,  tliough 

we 
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1 777.  we  think  not  to  be  true  in  the  manner  dated,  we 
yv>^  arc  forry  not  to  have  feen  publicly  rcfatfcd,  viz. 
that  a  number  of  thefe  unhappy  )>eoplc,  were  now 
in  a  ilatc  of  bondage,  on  the,  coaJU  of  Africa,  and 
in  the  Eaft  Indies,  who  had  been  compelled  to  fub- 
mit  to  that  condition,  under  the  ncnaces  of  an 
immediate  and  ignominious  death.  We  have  fomc 
rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  charge  related  more  par- 
ticularly to  fonie  of  thofe  prifoners  wlio  had  been 
taken  in  Canada,  and  who  bc'mg  partly  terrified 
by  threats,  and  pardy  unable  to  uithftand  the 
miferics  of  their  confmement,  which  were  aggra- 
vated for  the  purpofe,  enti^red  as  fokiiers  into  our 
fcrvice,  merely  as  a  means  of  facilitating  their 
cfcape.  Several  of  thefe  being  taken  in  the  aft  of 
defertion,  and  being  liable  to  death  by  our  military 
laws,  wliich  could  afford  no  proviiion  for  the  force 
or  terror  under  which  they  had  a^d,  poffibly 
mtj;ht  h:\vc  obtained  their  forfeit  lives,  on  comU^ 
tion  of  their  being  fent  to  garrifon  fonie  of  our 
forts  on  the  coaft  of  xVfrica,  or  of  their  entering 
for  life  into  the  fcrvice  of  the  Eaft  India  tou>pany* 

.As  to  the  prifoners  who  were  krpt  i\\  KnglanJ, 
their  penury  and  diftrd's  was  undoubtedly  grrat, 
and  was  much  increafcd  by  the  fraud  and  eruelty 
of  thofe  who  were  eiitruftcd'with  the  government 
and.fupply  of  their  prilons.  For  thefe  perfons,  who 
"  indeed  never  had  r.ny  orders  for  ill  treatment  of 
the  prifoners,  or  countcnaiice  iji  it,  having  ht>w- 
ever,  not  been  overlookevl  with  tlie  utmolt  vi;^i» 
lance,  befides  their  peculiar  prejudices  and  iiatwval 
cruelty,  confidcred  their  olHces  only  as  lucrative 
,jobs,  which  were  created  merely  for  their  emolu- 
ment- Whether  tliere  \^a^v  not  fome  exaggeration, 
as  uiually  there  is,  in  thefe  acccnints,  it  is  certain, 
that  though  the  fubiiilenec  allowed. them  by  govern- 
ment, would  indeed  have  been  fuflicient,  if  honclily 
adminiftered,  to  have  fultained  human  nature,  in 
rcfpect  to  the  mere  article  of  food,  )et  the  want  of 

clothes. 
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clothes,  firing,  and  bedding,  vxth  aU  the -other  va^  i777^ 
rious  articles  which  cuftom  or  nature  render  conn  yvv^- 
ducive  to  health  and  comfort,  became  particularly 
ipfupportablc  in  the  extremity  of  the  'winter.  In 
confequence  of  complaints  made  by  the  prifoneis^ 
the  matter  was  very  humanely  taken  up  in  thc» 
Houfc  qf  Peers  by  Lord  Abingdon,  who  moved  for 
accounts  relative  to  their  treatment ;  and  foon^ 
after,  a  liberal  fubfcription  was  carried  on  in  hon^ 
don  and  other  parts,  with  the  enlarged  fpirit  which 
diftinguiflies  this  nation,  and  with  only  a  flight  op-. 
ppfition  in  the  beginning,  as  being  ofBciouily  fup- 
ppfed  a  mcafure  not  pleafmg  to  Miniftry.  This 
fubfcription,  co-operating  with  a  ftricier  attenti9n 
on  the  part  of  government,  provided  a  fuiHcicnt 
remedy  for  the  evil. 

The  lofs  of  the  northern  army  with  rcfpcft  to  all 
future  fcrvice  in  the  American  war,  feemeda  £ual 
c{ieck  to  that  favourite  fyftem  of  conquefl  and 
unconditional  fubmiilion,  which  had  been,  fo  long 
and  fo  ftedfaftly  perfevered .  in  by  the  court.  Nor 
Wicre  other  matters  relative  to  the  war,  mucb  more  * 
favourable  to  the  fcheme  of  coercion.  The  fuc- 
ccflcs  on  the  fide  of  Peftfylvania,  though  many  and 
confiderable,  and  what  in  other  cafes  would  have 
been  followed  by  more  decifive  effects,  by  no  means 
anfwcred  the  hopes  that  were  formed  on  that  expe-  • 
dition ;  nor  did  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  there, 
indicate  any  fuch  future  advantage,  a^  might  coun- 
tervail the  lofs  in  the  other.  The  refources  in  Ger- 
many were  nearly  exhaufled.  Men  were  not  only 
procured  with  difficulty,  but  one  of  the  great  powers, 
actually  refufcd  a  panage  .through  a  Ikirt.of  his 
dominions,  to  a  body  of  thofe  which  wepe  already 
in  the  Britifh  fcrvice.  .  Although  this  difficulty  was 
evaded,  at  the  expcnce  of  a  long  circuitous  march, 
and  much  lofs  of  time  ^  it  became  however  evi- 
dent, from  that  and  other  cirucmltanccs,  that  the 
utmoil  wliich  could  be  cxp:;ded  in  futi^re  from  that 

coun- 
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1777.   country,  troold  be  to  rccnrit  the  Germscn  forces 
*^>^  already  in  America. 

-  Under  thcfc  difagrccablc  cfrcumftanccs  with 
refped  to  America,  the  afpe^t  of  affairs  was  be* 
coming  every  day  more  louring  and  dangerous  in 
Europe.  Indeed  the  conduct  of  the  Houfe  of  Bour- 
bon had  been  long  fo  unequivocal,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  that  fort  of  Windncfs,  in  v.^iich  the  rrtind  is  too 
liable  to  be  involved  by  the  cagcrnefs  of  a  'favob- 
rite  purfuit,  could  have  permitted  the  poffibiUty 
even  of  a  doubt,  as  to  their  prefent' views,  and  nW- 
raate  defigns.  Yet  notwithftanding  "ail  thde  '^^f- 
ficultieS)  loffes,  and* dangers,  the  iyftem  of  coh^t^, 
or  of  compelling  the  Americans  by  force  to  a 
return  of  their  duty,  was  fo  ftrongly  fupported,  and 
fo  firmly  adhered  to,  that  it  fcems  to  have  been  J^ 
detertnined  in  fpite  of  loft  and  inisfottune,  td*^- 
fcvcrc  in  it  to  thfe  taft,  and  that  even  if  it  fliOuld 
bc'  thought  expedient  to  ofier  terms  of  pcaiie,  cm 
vhkh  'point  there  fccmed  to  be  fomc  diflTereiice 
among  the  Miniftcrs,  yet  all  agreed,  that  \rtiatevfer 
terms  might  be  held  out  with  the  one  hand,  ihould 
be  enfdtccd  *ith  the  fvvord  by  the  other.  '      *  ' 

» 
•  For  the  ftJpport  oT  this  determination,  a  meaAire  ' 
of  no  frtall  difficulty  became,  however;  indMpirtfa^' 
bly  neceffary.  l^his  was  to  cftablifhfuch  a  body  of* 
new  troops  at  home,  ns  would  not  only  fiipplyjiic 
place  of  Bur^oyne's  nmi)%  but  alfb  help  lo  mV^ 
the  wide  chiifm<?,  which  dcatfi,  woundsj  fick&cfs 
and  defertion,  had  made  in  the  remaining'  fofce  in 
America,  by  fetiding  out  fuU  and '  complete  regt- 
mentsi  to  replace  thofe  who  had  fuifered  "moft  m 
the  war.  For  the  fending  any  more  of-  the  old  bat- 
talions ifrom  England  or  Ireland,  without  the  leaving 
of  fomc  corps  in  their  place,  equal  at  leaft  to  them 
in  point  of  number,  w'asa  meafure  xi^ich  would 
have  met  with  a  violent  oppofition  'in  both  king- 
doms.   Nor  can  it  poffiblf'  be-  fuppofed  that  the' 

Mi- 
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Mini&er$,  hp^ever  they  found  it  nec^rflary  to  di/-  1777* 
giiife  or  conceal  their  fentimentS)  could  loe  free  fro^a  v*«>r>w/ 
appreheniion  that  the  time  'was  approaching,  when 
9ur  home  force  would  be  nc^  i^^ry  for  Que  hoint 
defence. 

But  although  the  necellity  of  raifmg  a  ccfiiidsrr* 
able  body  of  ne\^  troops,  ».i  .  in  riiis.  ground  of^ 
policy,  fufficiei^tly  evident,  the  uicans  (  f  aCcomplifli- 
ing  tnat  purpoie  wtte  by  no  means  fo  obvious.   The  ! 

late  misfortune,  and  the  Uttle  apparent  room  for  i 

hope  which  nqyr  remained  for. bettering  our  condi-*  l 

tion  by  force,  afforded  no  encouragement  for  an  ap«  ^, 

j>lication. to  parliaofent  on  the  fubject,  Jt  was  evi- 
dent indeed,  that  the  MiDiikrs,  by  the  haftin^fs  aad 
length  of  the  .'prorogation,  and  by  fome  feeling  ex-  \ 

prcflions  which  dropped  from,  one  of  them,  chc^e  at  ^ 

that  time  as  little  parliamientary.converfation  about 
America  as  poifible  ;  nor  d>d  they  wiih  to  renew  it, 
until  they  (liould  be  able  to  afford  better  profpe&s 
of  their  ilrcngth  and  means  of  profecuting  thc.war» 
than  at  that  time  appeared* 


i 


» 

i. 

» 


•     •  •  .        .  -  - 

In  thefe  circumflance^)  it  was  thought  fitting  to 
hazard  an  experiment  on  the  zeal  of  thofe  peribns 
and  parties^  >vho  had  all  alpng  ihewn  the  greateil  ;! 

cagernefs  in  the  profepution  of  the  Atperican  .war ; 
an  experiment  which  would  afford  them  alfo  an  op- 
portunity of  tefUfying  their  attachment  and  loyalty 
to  the  crown  beyond  the  meafure  of  parliamentary 
fuppiy.  By  this  u[ieans  it  was  hoped  tbat  fuch  a 
body. of  troops  might  be  raifed,  w ithout  -any  pre- 
vious applicution  to  parliament,  aivd  with  the  dat« 
tering  appearance  or  favii>g  expence  in  the  dxH  in- 
ilaiicc  to.the  public,  as  would  anlwer  th^  defired 
purpofCf. 

Tlicfe  expcftations  were  not. altogether  ill  found- 
ed. But, as  the  mealure  carried  an  uncon(litu<« 
tiontJ  appearance^  aiid  might  bd  made  liable  to  the 

charge 
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^777*  diarge  of  bldrfering  with  the  A^srof  parlfoiiient ; 
and  OT'^iblatsttg  feme  of  tbofe  rdtri£bions  which  at 
had' h^^ti  found  neceflfary  to  lay  ehthd  pre#ogatrre; 

<#bdide$  the  motives  juft  ii6w  idfigned  ;  fome  confi* 
derable  management  was  neccflary  as  to  -  thd  'time 
and  manner  of  making^  the  experiment.     For  if  it 

•iiad  bmn  attempted  durmg  the'  aftual  fitting  of  par- 
ttamenftS  it  would  not  only  have  the  whole  wc^fct 
ctf  opfK>iition  to  encounter  whtJift  it  was  yet  i^^Mi- 
toiyo,  and  whilft  the  uncertainty  6f  fuccdfs  i^ouH 

^prevent  *  its  being  fuppbrted  wth  any  fjMirit ;  but  it 
could  not  be  fotefeen  how  iar'tT^f  ^xantpte^  atid, 
argumei&ts might, in  a mseitfer of  ^ newand' d/mMfixi 
nature,  ftiave  e:0tended  beyond  ■  thfeir  -ot^m  '^ptk. 
TJpon'tiiefe  a<3Coi»nts  it  was  fuppofed,  that  the  Mi- 
nifter  thought  It  "prudent;  nbttinly  to  tnak^tlCfer^. 

t'perin^ent'during  the  rectffs,  but  to  reudet-fhailei^- 

-  et  th2fi(i  iVftial,  in  order  to  afford  tirfie^!tnr^ifc*v«6i§ 
its  operations  aitdcffeft  before  k'uflderwenl-  aa»y 
difcuffion  ;  being  .well  fatisfied,' that  when*  a '^nfi- 
nef^  was^pnce  accompliflied,  any  objeftidns  )ktt^  Wete 
then  made  to  the  propriety  or  prjineiple  ofthe^ttca- 
fure  would  be  of  littld  avail.  -  ' 


The  -^  Some  men  of  rank  and  influence,  who  had-  eWicr 

towns  adopted  the  meafUre  from  ^  convlflion  of  jU'  ex- 
®^^an.  pcdience  and  propriety,  or  who,  tlpdn' adviee,  httd 
and  ■  ^J^gagcd  in  its  fupport  and  furtherance,  uliectlileaHs 
Liverpool  ^^  ^^^^^  placed  where  their  intehcft  laV',  both*  totloiind 
offer  to  ■  the  difpolition  of  the  people,  and*  to  give  i^^kkt  dT* 
raifecach  reQion  vhich  wAs  neccffaryfor  thd'pitrjiofel.'  iTfie 
*  ^S^'  towns  of  Manchcfter  and  Liverpool,  -vthi^r  <yf 
their  own  motion,  or  through  applicatiit^n,i«^er^wt! 
leaders  in  this  biiflnefs,  which  they  etigkgetf^^l'fft 
the  greatcf t -fcTVfjur,  and  immediately ient^ati^oOrr 
xo  court  to  raifc  each  a  regiment  of  a  thoufen351frn. 
In  other  placcs,'publ;c  meetings  of  towhs;  ebtmtHe?, 
and  great  corporate*  bodies,  were'  ertdfeuifft^i^  at 
which  refolutions  were  propofcj^  for  tlie  *^cncrJil 
levying  of  men  for  ♦h'e^^rvici:.•    -  ''  "'  '  v:  -'^  •'-^ 

•  The 
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l^e  im»iftw  fe«4  tl|«ro|ighly  0|^n  of  their    i778, 
panic  during  the  rcccfs.     The  ralfing  of  the  new   vyw 
forces  not  only  enabled  them  again  to  fupport  the 
AmericiLD  fyftesi,  which  fearcely  before  fe^o^d       * ' 
tenable  $  b^  it  afibrded  no  goqle^^bie  te(tiiDipay» 
and  vrhich  in  argiiiqpnt  was  eafily  advinced  to  « 
proof,  th^  ihfcir  con^^  r^cnyed  the  full  api>;ob9* 
thn  of  fche  fieople,  and  ^^t  (the  gcpjeraji  fgnfe  of  the 
n^ion  yeut  with  tl^i^a  ii^  their  mea%cs.    Thus 
they  Vfcv^  .enabled  tp  meet  parliament  with  confix, 
deace ;  aod*  )ip4er  fp  e$c|i^ious  a  fupDort  a«  th6 
|>ab}ic  Yoic^  and  sq^projbatipn,  to  brave  all  cnij\iirc$. 
into  p«ft  owdpd:*  auB  yrell  as  ipxo  th(:  prefent  iUtie  pr 

lodepd  d^c  ^f4\\tf  y^h  vhkh  ih?k  e|iqt)irfe9 
V«rc  agrispd  to  *^  t^  hpur  of  tribiitetipn  aD4  d^^ 
ifiay>  it  M|>rp|^ble^  W?«  pow  (i^fRcigmly  i^egjccttedt 
But  it  w»s  hPpcii*  that  the  %irjt  ^hich  w^  now 
raiffpd,  and  ihe  pariiaiftcijtary  oipjies  pf  dcfeatipg 
tb^  pbie^s  of  f^U  ^fll^iry^  yould  take  away  aU  etV 
fea  ot  this  advantage  which  they  Jbji4  feifcred  thi? 
oppofitiox)  to  obtfiin  §^er  thei^. 

Np(^lthA»f)dtiig  this  fjno^tji  ft^e  of  affairs  ar 
honi0»  ^he  p>inifter3  >r«r.e  faf  fropi  being  at  cafe. 
Majorities  jnd  a&s  of  f)arrian:ient,  tjipugh  po&ffing 
wonderful  efficjicy  in  cheir  ptojper  plac^^  Were  nei»> 
ther  capable  of  reclaiming  our  revolted  colonies^ 
i>or  of  prfsVqatiqg  the  defign^  ^  put  fbreiga  enc* 
mieft.  It  has  fii|c«  gppeiwcd  from  the  moft  undij^ 
tftble  eyidencp^  that  ad^ni^ration  ha4  &>r  fome 
Viyie  bcpn  in  poflfeffioi^  of  ^nformatipp  froni  t^  i^i^ 
ti(h  Jfiilff^if  »t  Parii,  pp(  oirfy  pf  thg  ncgoq^^pn  ^ 
Sf^  a  f^^pgun^ciyl  treaty  J^etw^pqi  that  cpurt  ^4  the  ^ 
Amerif f  asji  ^ut  alfo  of  another  private  9pd  $pnfi- 
dentia}  trip^y«  vUA  V^  cpndi^e4  9i^ith  ^e  .iuol| 
prefpufi^  fwwy,  fl^d  frwght  with  matter  1^  th? 
mod  di^ng^f Q4)s  n^fire  to  this  c^MJHry-    Hpw  this 

X  X  X  fure$ 


1778.  fares  thtn  purfued,  yife  Have  no  bofindii'to  tza^ 
miAe. 


The  Mi-  In  confcqucficc  of  tbc  uifortDation  which  the  MK 
niftcr  niftcr  had  received  of  a  commercial  and  private  treaty 
thcHcNiVe  ncg^i^^i"^  between  France  and  Americai  a  few  days 
that  h<  from  the  meeting  of  Parliament  after  the  Chriilmas 
ihould  lay  reccfs  haViflg  announced  to  the  houfe  previous  to  the 
before  fpeaker'^uitting^ the  chair,  (bei^  then  on  a  commh- 
*^*"  \     tee  on  the  ft  ate  of  the  niti6n)  that  he  ibould  onTucf- 

cmiciHa-  ^^7'  ^^^  ^7^^^  ^^Y  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^  t^  of  conciliation 
ttoo  with  with  America ;  this  notice  occafioned  much  conmia- 
Ancriau  tton-y^and  fome  animadverfion,  diftind  from  the  main 
fubjcd.  The  oppofition  deckred,  Uiat  if  thdioble 
Lord's  intended  plan  of  conciliaiiony  was  fair  and 
dpenVfdtfbded  in  juftice,  good  faith,  and  rightpeliCT, 
and  waf l^tfed  'by  the  principles  of  the  confUtuliM» 
it  (hould  meet  with  the  mofl  hearty  and  unrdcrved 
con^^rrehee  on  their  fide  of  the  Houfe*  3ttt  -  ihey 
hacf  too  'much  canfe  for  fearing  that  k  would  not 
anfwer  that  defcription  ;  for  they  could  fcarccly  be 
perfuaded  milefs  the  ideas  of  cruelty  and  meaBoefs 
were  infeparable,)  that  the  fame  men  wha  had  re* 
je£ted  the  tiioft  humble  petitions  and  dutiful  remon- 
ftrances  with  haughtinefs  and  conten^>  could  ever 
cenfent  to  hold  out  any  plan  that  was  fairly  Bieant 
to  fecure.  thofe  rights,  which  they  had  h  long  en- 
deavoured to  annihilate  by  the  fword.  •  • 

'  A  young  geintleman  of  great  fortune^  and  of  (till 
greater  expc Nations,  whofe  father  had  fkft  laid  or 
adbpted  the  fcheme  of  Americsm  taxation^  and  who 
had  himfdf  hitherto  given  fome  fupport'to'the  war, 
lipon  the  fahie  principle,  ^and  in  the  cofnmon*  hope 
^hrch  operated  upon  fo  many,  of  obtainiag  an 
eifeclive  revenue  from*  the  coidnies,  after  cxplaui- 
ing  the' motives  for  his  prefent  condud' in  voting 
with  the  oppofition,  whidi  were  not  founded  4ipon 
any  departure;  from  his  former  principles  ;ahd  opi* 
niops,  but  tmttrely .owing  tp  the  ubhippy  jneafurcy 

.•  .      •  pur* 
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urfued  hy  governmeat,  /wrbich  had  new  reduced    1778 . 
hofe  to  be  merely  matters  of  ippculation  ;  he  then  ^^-^'^^ 
eprobated  with  an  extraordinary  degree  of  fc verity 
he  ^jehglc  conduft  of  adnuniftration,  whether  with' 
-cfpedt  to  the  American  J)ufihef§.in.  gcncril^  pr  to; 
the  \(r^r  in  particular. 


■•».  '.*.•' 


In  the  coiufrepf  a  very  able  fpeech/lje  deplored 
the  dlfgrace  brpught  hot  only  upon  our  arms,  but 
on  aur'counfcl8,rby  the  illrfeted,  rafhji  ^]^^,  undi- 
geftcd  expedition  from  Canadjt^;   He  .lamented  the 
want  of  prote?lion  to  our  copamcrcc,  the  confcquent 
weight  of  infurance  on  our  merchants,    and  the 
dechning    ftatc  of    public  credit,    ,  He-  hoped  a 
day  of   retribution  would  come,  when  Minifters 
would  be' called  to  a  feverc  account  for  the  difgracd 
and  infamy  which  they  had  brought  up^n  their 
coi^ntry,  by  involving  it,  in  a  war  which  they  were 
incapable  bf'condudmg,  and  deceiving  the  nation 
into  an  imtiienfe  expence  and  great  lofs^  by  hold- 
ing out  promifes  of  a  revenue  which  their  inability 
had  obliged  them  to  abandon.    He  fmccrely  wifliea 
that  the  noble  Lord's  plan  of  conciUatioa  might 
fucceed ;  but  he  had  every  reafon  in  the  world,  h^ 
faid,  to  apprehend  it  would  not.     A  previous  con^ 
fidence  between  the  parties^  was  the  very  life  and 
bafis  of  all  negodation  and  treaty.     The  noble  Lord 
hhnfelf  woula  not  venture  to  fay,  that  any  fuch 
(burce.of  accommodation  fubiifted  between  Minif- 
ters and  the  ruling  powers  in  America.     Nobody 
was  ignorant,  he  faid,  that  cjvery  poffible  occafion 
had  been  given  by  the  prefent  adminiftration,  to 
"fix  in  the  breafts  of  tlie  people  of  America  and  their 
leaders,  the  moil  rooted  hatred  and  inveterate  ran- 
cour.    Under  fuch  fmgular  ciixumftances  of  difap- 
ppintment  and  difgrace  on  one  fide,  and  fuch  pro- 
vocations on  the  other,  he  would  appeal  to  the  can- 
dour of  tfiofe  wbofc  dilpofitions  might  lead  them 
to  the  higbeft  point  of  expectation,  whether  there 
•  Iras  tkc  mQtt  diftant  profpcil  of  any  fuccefs  from  a 
^  *  treaty, 


^4l         rbenismitir  o/fk     cttAr^nnf: 

1778.  tre^,  %tedl  y^  to  be  cttAtiAed  <M  #ke joit  «f 
Great  Brhain,  by  men  yxho  w<M  (mivtifiiify  ea^t- 
crated  from  one  Md  of  the  cominetit  of  Korft 
America  to  the  other.*— Men,  he  faid,  lirfiofe  bcffi 
and  fihcereft  intentions  ^o^uld  be  only  interpreted 
as  lures  to  enfnare  and  betcay.  Under  the  fall 
influence  of  thefe  perfuafions,  he  could  not  but  fear, 
that  whatever  tKe  noble  Lord'^s  intentiona  might 
be,  his  plan  t^ould  be  rtjc&td  by  America,  iriiacH 
vould  only  fumHh  Minifters  with  ah  apology  fo/ 
frying  the  experiment  of  6ne  more  fatal  aod  dif 
graceful  camp^gnl;  aftCf  which  he  woiild  ^^tnture 
fo  predid,  that  all  further  <(ttenims  to  fubdue,  or 
nopes  to  treat  with  America  would  be  at  an  ctad; 
and  that  country  irretrievably  loft  for  ty<;i  to  thb. 

The  Mihiftet  reftafned  frotn  taidfig  zltf  t^otice 
of  the  afperities  that  had  dtopped  froQi  this  ^;£Mlc« 
man,  and  only  gave  a  ^efierat  anfwer  to  his  apt« 
iiiohs,  aloi&g  Wifh  thofe  which  had  been  thhdtl^n  but 
by  others,  relative  to  his  propofed  fchctne  of  conci* 
liation.  He  faid,  that  it  he  never  ihednt  to  tiego^ 
iiatc  an^ay  the  rights  of  this  country,  to  procurfc 
hiuifelf  any  tfcmporary  eon Venicnce ;  fcr  be  nctcr 
m^ifhed  to  encrdach  oh  thbfe  of  Americst.    tUs  o^h 

£'  mate  opinion  never  taried  j  but  if  his  tr^opofition 
lould  not  meet  ^i.h  *e  approbation  c*  the  ittajch 
rity  in  thiit  rioufe,  ot  that  if  fhoiild  ittdcrgo  ahjr 
alteration,  in  cither  evini  he  would  gladlj^  ^Cqtiiefce* 
As  to  the  particular  favourable  difpofitittn  of  Amc- 
rica  towards  inditltUiafs  or  pai'ties  in  that  or  the 
other  Houlc,  he  faid,  that  by  fevery  thing  that  had 
^ct' appeared,  all  then  ahd  all  parties  feewed  equal* 
y  obnoxioua  to  thfe'm ;  dnd  wftcncver  profpfitiont 
cam*  to  be  Made,  he  %VAs  inclined  t6  bditvci  Oiit 
the  objcft  of  the  cbiohics  \vou(d  hdt  feci  by  whom, 
they  were  made,  but  whether  tbiy  ^te  fttch  as 
anf\*^ercd  their  6xpe£lati6ns.  For  his  OMrti  plirt,  hk 
wai  ready  and  willing  to  rcfign  tbfe  dffagreeabfe 
talk  to  ^hoevcr'tfras  thought-  btttfci'  cJuiHfiW,  mi 

was 
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tirasf  cdnieHced  to  ftccc|)t  of  it.    tie  titfHeA  %  ft^   if  ft. 
ccrelv  for  pacification  as  any  ^e  p^rfon  )tt«ithti-  ^t/^^</ 
JiouK ;  and  fo  the  end  ivas  obtained^  h  ^K^  a  mat- 
ter of  no  eonfequence  to  bioi  by  whote^  0r  iA  Wbtft 
manner  it  was  accomplKhed. 

A  petition  of  uncommcot.  tMitgf^  fig!i6d  Hf  Petition 
5,40a  inhabitants  of  the  tounty  of  Norfoik^  jbt^  ^"*  ^^ 
eluding  the  city  of  Norwich,  wa«  prefiJnf#d  ahd'  ^^^^ 
read  to  the  Gomtnon$  on  the  morning  of  tfce  dsf 
that  the  Mlni(l(Jr  wa»  to  -lay  open  his  eoneitialtorf 
phn  with  America.     In  this  piece,  a  eomprehehfivi 
view  was  taken  of  the  eondttft  of  pabti£  dffSlifs^ 
and  the  effect  of  public  inearufes,  both  at  home  and 
abrold.    Ainong  .others,  the  meafure  of  raifing 
fnen  and  money  by  free  gifts  and  contributiortd  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown,  a  purpofe  fot  iirhl€h,  fKef^ 
fey,  they  were  called  upon  themfclves,  in  a  ifiann^f 
equally  alarming,  by  i>erfons  of  grtait  powi#  and 
frank  in  his  Majelty's  fervice,  receives  tiid  mdft  6x* 
plidt  marks  of  their  difapprobation. 

The  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  affaits,  howftvttr 
Bttle  fatisfied  he  might  be  with  the  cenfurei  paffisd 
or  implied  in  thi$  petition  upon  public  cohdu£k  and 
miafures,  coiild  find  noithing  in  it  to  militate  with 
iny  propofit4ons  that  tended  to  a  conciliation  viritli 
America.    He.  introduced  his  conciliatory  propel-  Feb.  17. 
fitibns  with  a  recital  of  his  creed  in  all  American  i^^j 
Ihatters.    In  that  he  aflcrted,  that  peace  bad  af  all  North 
times  been  his  governing  principle.    That  with  *?^~\. 
t&at  objcft  in  view,  his  conduft  had  been  uniform,  J"^* 
and  his  meafures  confiftent ;  but  that  events  hiMl  ^^^  p^J. 
been  in  general  exceedingly  untoward.    Thai  lie  pofitioa 
had  always  known,  that  American  taxation  could  with  re- 
liffcVtfl'  produce  a  beneficial  revenue  j   that  there  ^?^^ 
trtrc  many  forts  of  taxei  which  could  not  at  all  be  ^^"*^^- 
laid  ori  that  country ;  and  of  thbfe  that  could,  few 
would  prove  worth  the  charge  of  colte&ion.    That 
akhotigh  tfie  Stanip  Ad  was  the  mbtt  judicious 

that 
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.1778.  ihat  could  be  chofcn  Amt  fbatpuipOfe}  yet^  not- 
•witfaft^itdiog  the  high  rate  at  m^hich  th^  daty  bad 
.been  fonoerly  eftimared,  he  bad  not  believed  ]U«q«> 
duce  woiddkiive  been  a  very  confiderable  objoo::.   * 

» 
That  he  accordingly,  had  never  propofed   any 

taK  on  <he  Ameiicans ;  he  found  them  already  tax- 
ed when  ho  unfortunately  came  into  adminiitrauon. 
That  as  his  principle  of  poHcy  was  to  have  as  Uttle 
<^cuffion  on  tbefe  fubjeds  as  poffible,  and  to  keep 
the  afiaij^s  of  America  out  of  parliament ;  lb,  as  he 
had  not  laid,  he  did  not  think  it  advifeable  for  him  to 
jepeal  the  tea  tax ;  nor  did  he  look  out  for  any  pao- 
dcular  means  of  enforcing  it. 

•  .  •  ■ 

With  TcSpc&  to  the  coercive  afts,  he  faid  they 
were  called  forth  by,  and  appeared  neceffary  in,  the 
dlftemper  of  the  time ;  but  that  in  the  event  ^  they 
had  produced  tSeSts  which  he  never  intended,  nor 
.^ould  poifibly  have  expelled.    Tiiat  immediately 
upon  the  difcov.ery  of  that  failure,  he  propofed^  be- 
fore the  fword  was   drawn,  a  conciliatory  propofi- 
•tion. .  |iis  LotdfhipTaid  lie  thought  at  th<t^ac,and 
rftill  continued  to  think,  th^  terms  of  that  propo^ioR 
<wouId  form  the  happieft,  moft  ec^tlitable,  and  moft 
lailihg  «tiond.  of  union  bet wxl'en  Gre:^  Britain  and 
her-  colonies*    But^  that  by  a  variety  of  difcui&ons 
:   a  propoiition  that  was  originally  ^lear  and  iimple  in 
-    itfelf,  was  made  to  appear  fo  obfcure,  as  to  go 
damned  to  America ;  fo  that  the  Cougrefs  ccmcdvcd 
or  took  occafion  to  reprcfent  it  as  a  fchcme  for  fow- 
-  4ng  diviiions,    and  introducing  taxations  among 
'   them  in  a  worfe  mode  thsui  the  tormter^  and  diey  ac- 
.  ^^rdingly  f ejefked  it. 

I*  '  •  #  • 

.  He  complained  that  the  events  of  war  in  Amenca 
had  turned  out  vei7  differently  from  his  expcdations, 
and  from  what  he  had  a  right  to  .<!xpc£k  v  and  tliat 
the  gr,eat  and  well  appointed  force  fcut  out,  and 
amply  provided  for  by  government'^  had  produced  a 
:•   .        '  very 
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vcty  diiirfoporfioncd  effcft  hitherto.  That  he  could*  1778*^ 
not  buf  cotiftd  himfclf  exceedingly  difappotnted  at 
this  failure  of  cffcft  in  our  military  force.  *Hc-  did* 
not  mean  at  that  ti-me  to  condcnm,  or  even  to  c^t 
into  queftion,  the  conddft  of  any  of  oiir  command-- 
crs,  but  he  had  been  difappointed.  That  Sir  Wil- 
liam Howe  had  been  in  the  late  adions,  and  in  the 
whole  cDurfc  of  the  campaign,  not  only  in  the 
goodaefs*  of  troops,  and  in  all  manner  of  fupplies^ 
but  in  point  of  numbers  too,  much  fuperior  td  the 
American  army  which  oppofed-  him  'in  the «' fields 
That  General  Burgoyne,  who  was  at  length  over- 
powered by  numbers,  had  been  in  numbers;  till  the 
affair  at  Bennington,  near  twice  as  ftrong  as  thb^ 
army  urtder  General  Gates.  Confidering  all  thefc 
things,  the  events  had  been  v^ry  contrary  to  hisex-^ 
pe^iition.  But  to  thefe  events,  and  not  to  thofe  exw 
pedatlons,  he  mull  make  his  plan  conform.  > 

As  the  foundation  of  his  conciliatory  fcheme,  he 
propofed  the  bringing;  in  two  bills  under  the  foUotm 
mg  heads  :  <'  A  bill  for  declaring  tiie  -inienticxis'  of 
the  parliament  of  Great*  Britain;  comeerdinK  the 
exercSfe  of  the  right  of  impofmg  taxes  within  his: 
Majefty's  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations. ia 
North  Anierica.*'  And «'  A  bill  to  citable  his  Ma«- 
jefty  to  kppqint  conuftiflioners,  with  fufficient  powcr^ 
to  treat,  conilih,  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quiet* 
ing  the  diforders  now  fubiifting  in  cettaiA  of  thecolo- 
ntes,  plantations,  and  provinces  of  North  Ameijica*\ 

The  noble  Lord  obferved,  that  it  was  intended  to 
appoint  five  commiflioners,  and  to  endow  them  with 
very  extenfive  powers.  They  &Oukl  be  enabled  to 
treat  with  the  Congrefs  by  name,  as  if  it  were  a  le- 

fal  body,  and  fo  far  to  ^ive  it  authenticity,  as  to 
ippofe  its  ads  and  concelitons  binding  on  ali  Ame« 
rica.    To  *  ti>eat  with  any  of  the  provincial  aflem* 
blies  upon  their  prefent  coaftitution , .  and  with  zny 
individual  in  their ^prsftnt  civil  .'capacities  qT  mili- 
tary 


•  4 
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I979f  tVPI  ^wmm^Dfi^  ^idi  <3€neral  Wafltmgton^  pi  any 
9ljicr  ^i£c$r.  Thai  they  Ihould  h^ve  ^  paver  4q 
Qr4i:r  4  fufpeol^n  <^  armt.  To  fufpend  t^e  o^era- 
^n  of  ftt)  i^iVf  •  An4  to  grant  all  ioits  of  ptr^ons, 
iqMHIfiHie^)  ai|4  |-^W9ird§*  That  they  (hoald  have  ^ 
pOW^r  of  fcilpniig  all  the  colonies,  or  any  pf  them^ 
Ipthl^  jF^ffj^  of  its  ancient  conftitutiop,  as  it  ftood 
^f£)c(  t^e  iFo^bies  i  and  \n  any  of  thofc  wh^e  \h% 
IS^ag  nominate^  the  governors,  council,  judges,  aiid 
9(ihcr  m^pSiX9^99  tp  nominate  fuch  at  their  diferf- 
Um*  UMd  hb  lurth^  i^g&uris  mw  known. 

Thltt  9$  tbe  4eflci^ey  of  powers  In  the  former 
«Hlii^iWI^  h94  beep  obje&ed  to,  fo  the  Congrc& 
laA  f^tA%  diffix:uky9  o^  pretence  of  the  noQ-#4* 
miffipii  of  iheir  citle  ro  be  indepen^iK  ft^tes^  Ts 
«e»^W  tbit  diftcttlty,  Aoy Id  the  Americas  now 
claim  th^  indrpaaidence  oti  the  outfit,  he  wottl4 
not  infift  on  dieir  renouncing  it^  until  the  treaty 
batl  iwotV^  its  final  j^tllkltKHi  by  the  King  and 
nrJJMAQtf  of  Greitt-^ritaii).  That  the  cominjiffiirafr^ 
ibpilU  be  inftmftcd  tp  negociate  for  (oine  peafon* 
4blr  »Rd  inodtfate  contribiit^on  townnls  the  com* 
«iQnrdti^»c«  dF  the  empire  when  re-unked^  bill 
t»  take  iway  .«U  pretence  for  net  termiiiatiing  this  m^ 
bappY  ^fWcitce^  the  contribution  was  not  to  be  m» 
fiftoa  «a  M  ^fi^e  qua  non  <>f  the  treaty  *,  but  tbat 
if  ^  Jknctkm^  fliould  ref ufe  fo  reafoaable  ain4 
eqtiitsMt  a  pPDpofitiop,  they  were  not  to  cpnifdiatn, 
if  1wrcaft0r  Itey  were  »ot  u>  bok  for  fupport  from 
that  part  of  the  en^>ire  to  whofe  expence  they  had 

He  obfianred  it  might  be  aiked,  if  his  (attimeat^ 
had  been  tilways  fueh  with  it^d:  p  Uftmi^  V^i 
pieafie Mbe  bftd  now ftated ^em  to  b<B,  wbjf  h^hsfd 
not  aiadft  this  propolidon  ^t  w  earlier  pcf  ip4  i  T9 
this  he  aafvercd,  bi9  opinion  had  ever  bp«n,  j^ac 
tbe  moiBe0t  of  Tidory  iras  the  proper  ibafon  fpT- 
ttffiaii^  tAORS  of  cwcefiloD*    Aiui  wlthio  eye  to 
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fcvcral  reflccHons  which  had  of  late  been  thrown  .  1778. 
upon  him  by  the  tory  party,  and  hoping  perhaps  to  v^w^  - 
obyiai^  fpme  part  of  that  greater  weight  of  cenfi|rc 
whicli  he  no\y  apprehended  from  that  quarter,  he  - 
deckrcd,  that,  for  his  part,  he  never  had  made  a 
promife  which  he  did  not  perform,  or  receive  any 
information  which  he  did  not  communicate. 

The  Minifter  concluded  a  long,  able,   and  elo- 
quent fpeech,  which  kept  him  full  two  hour$  up,  by. 
faying,  that  on  the  whole  his  conceflions  were  from 
reafoii  and  propriety,  not  from  neceflity ;  and  that 
we  were  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  war  much 
longer.     We  might  raifc  many  more  men,  and  had  * 
many  more  men  ready  to  fend;    the  navy  was 
never  in  greater  ftrcngtli,  the  rev^ue  but  little- 
funk,  and  a  few  days  would  fliew  that  he  fhould 
raifc  tbc  funds  for  the  current  year  at  a  moderate  ^ 
rate.     But  he  fubmitted  the  whole,  with  regard  to. 
the  propriety  of  his  pad  and  prefcnt  conduft  to  the  ^ 
judgment  of  the  Houfe. 

.  A  dull  melancholy  filence  for  fome  time  fuc- 
cceded  to  this  fpeech.    It  had  been  heard  with  pro- , 
found  attention,  but  without  a  iingle  mark  of  ap- 
probation to  any  part,  from  any  defcription  of  men,  - 
or  any  particular   man  in  the  Houfe.     Aftonifli-^ 
mcnt,  dejcftion^  and  fear,  overclouded  the  .whole 
aflcmbiy.   Altliough  the  Minider  had  declared,  that 
the  fentiments  he  expreiTed  that,  day,  had  been 
thofe  which  he  always  entertained ;  it  is  certain, . 
that  few  or  none  had  underftood  him  in  that  man- 
ner ;  and  he  had  been  reprefented  to  the  nation  at 
large,  as  the  pcrfon  in  it  the  moft  tenacious  of  thofe 
parliamentary  rights  which   he  now  propofed  ^ta 
rtfign,  and  the  moft  remote  ^f rom  the  fubmiffions. 
which  he  now  propofed  to  make.     It  was  generally^ 
therefore  coi\cUidcd,  that  fometbing  more  extraor- 
dlnary  and  alarming  had  happened  than  yet  appear* 
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1778.   cd,  which  was  "of  force  to  produce  fiich  an  apparent 
' — V — f  diange  in  meafures,  principles,  and  arguments. 

The  bills  underwent  great  alterations  in  their  pro- 
grefs  both  through  the  houfe  and  committee.  Whc« 
thcr  it  proceeded,  from  a  change  of  opinion,  or  from 
whatever  other  caufe,  the  powers  to  be  cntruftcd 
with  the  commiflioners  were  much  narrowed  from 
what  had.  been  at  firft  held  out  by  the  minidcr.  The 
oppofition  complained  that  parliament  had  divelled 
itfclf  effedually  of  thofe  powers ;  but  inftcad  of 
their  being  communicated  to  thofe  perfons  who  were 
to  negociate  a  treaty  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  where 
immediate  conclufions  might  be  abfolurely  neccf- 
fary,  acircumftance  which  alone  afforded  the  often- 
fible  motive  for  their  being  demanded  or  granted, 
they  were  referved  at  home  in  the  hands  of  the 
miniders,  to  be  hereafter  detailed  as  they  thought 
proper.  This  was  cafiiy  accompliflied  by  the  means 
of  the  crown  lawyers,  under  the  colour  of  making 
thofe  powers  agree  with  inftrudions,  whofc  nature 
and  purpofe  were  totally  unknown  to  all  perfons  ex- 
cepting themfelves  and  the  miniilers.  Some  of  the 
oppofition  complained  greatly  of  this  condu£l,  which 
they  laid  was  totally  Tub  verfive  of  the  great  princi- 
ple of  the  bill,  viz.  That  commiflioners  upon  the 
fpot  would  be  better  able  to  determine  what  was 
iaimediutcly  fitting  to  be  done,  than  parliament  or 
any  other  body  could,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
thouiand  miles  j  but  the  expunging  from  the  bill  of 
thofe  difcrctionary  powers  which  were  intended  for 
(he  ccmmiflioncrs,  rendered  it,  they  faid,  with  rc- 
fped  to  its  avowed  purpofe,  little  more  than  a  piece 
of  walle  paper :  fo  th^  as  it  then  liood,  its  real 
cffcQ:  could  be  only  to  veil  in  the  mini{bers.a  fiif- 
pending  power  out  of  parliament,  under  the  form 
and  colour  of  inftrufiions  to  commiflioners,  inllead 
of  the  open  and  ufual  mode  of  carrying  it  by  bill 
through  both  houfcs.  The  danger  of  the  prece- 
dent, in  this  view  of  the  bufincfs,  and  the  coinpc. 
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tence  of  thofe  who  were  to  be  entruftcd  with  fuch  n    1 778. 
power,  afforded  fufficicnt  ground  for  animadver-  ^^r>r<j 
iion ;  but  the  eaeer  hope  of  attaining  the  great 
point  in  view,  fubdued  all  other  confiderations,  and 
prevented  uny  great  degree  of  oppofition. 

Although  the  third  reading  of  the  bills  brought 
out  a  confiderable  fhare  of  mixed  debate  and  conver-  March  2. 
fation,  yet  they  were  both  pafl'ed  without  a  divifion. 

•  t  * 

The  time  at  length  arrived  when  France  was  to  prance 
throw  off  the  malfc  entirely  with  rcfpeft  to  Amc-  declares 
rica,  and  to  realize  All  thofe  prcdidions,  which  had  In  fa- 
been  fo  long  held  out,  and  fo  frequently  repeated  '^our  of 
by  the  minority,  and  which  b:ld,  till  lately,  afforded  -^^^*^"ca. 
a  conftant  topic  of  ridicule  to  miniflers  and  majo- 
rities.    It  had  been  repeatedly  faid,  that  the  Houfe 
of  Bourbon  would  not  fupport  the  Americans  on 
the  double  account,  that  it  would  be  teaching  an 
evil  leffon  againft  themfclves,  and  which  might  be 
too  foon  praftifed,  to  their  own  colonics,  and  that 
the  eftabliihment  of  an  independent  ftate  and  rifmg 
empire  in  the  new  world,  would .  be  dangerous  to 
their  future  interefts  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

On  the  day  previous  to  the  laying  of  the  declara-  Mar.  16. 
tion  from  France  before  both  Houlcs,  the  minifter 
gave  notice  to  the  Commons,  that  he  Ihould  have 
occafion  on  the  following  to  prefent  a  meffage  from 
the  Throne  to  that  Houkr.  Mr.  Grenville  replied, 
that  he  believed  the  fubjed  of  the  mcflage  was 
already  anticipated  by  the  Houfe ;  and,  in  order 
that  gentlemen  might  be  truly,  as  well  as  fully  in- 
formed, ia  a  matter  of  fo  great  importance,  before 
they  tied  thcmfelves  down  to  any  particular  mca- 
fibres  by  an  anfwcr,  he  would  move  for  an  addrefs, 
*'  to  lay  before  the  Houfe,  copies  of  all  commu* 
^*  nications  fiom  his  MajeUy's  ambafl'ador  at  the 
•*  court  of  France,  or  the  French  ambailador  at 
**  this  court,  touching  any  treaty  of  alliance,  con- 

**  fcdc- 


177^.  "  fcderacy,  or  commerce,  entered  into  b^tv^ecn 
v^-v-^  <«  that  court  and  the  revoked  colonies  in  North 
"  America." 

The  miniftcr  direftly  moved  the  previous  queP 
tion,  giving  as  a  reafon,  that  the  expofure  of  the 
papers  demanded,  would  be  a  moft  mqiardoaable 
and  pernicious  ad  of  treachery,  to  tbofi:,  who  at 

*  the  greateft  rifque,  had  communicated  (ccret  intcl<» 
ligence  to  government.  Mr.  Grennlle  offered  to 
prevent  an  effed  which  he  abhorred,  by  infcrttng 
the  words  *'  or  extrads,"  after,  copies,  in  the  mo- 
tion ;  but  the  miniller  infilled  that  no  amendment 
could  be  received  after  the  prcvioiis  qucftion  had 

.  been  moved;  This  condud  was,  however,  repro- 
bated with  fo  much  indignation  on  the  other  fide, 
and  reprefented  as  an  ad  of  quibblhig  and  chicane, 
ib  unworthy  of,  and  unfitting  for  that  place,  diat 
the  minider  withdrew  his  uiotiou,  and  the  amend- 
ment  was  received..  The  previous  queftion  be'uig 
then  again  moved,  the  miniftcr  carried  i  upon  a 
divifion  by  a  majority  of  231  to  146. 

On  the  following  day,  tlic  Royal  mefTage,  accont- 
Lord  pariicd  by  the  French  declaration,  figned,  on  thft. 
dc?CtT»  ^^^'^'  ^y  ^'  ^^  N'Dalles,  the  ambaflador  fro«\  that 
SI  mcffagc  court,  were  prefented  to  the  Commons  by  the 
to  the  miniftcr.  The  former,  after  mentionini^  the  mat- 
Houfc  of  ter  of  fad,  with  rcfped  to  the  notiJication,  ac- 
C^^'  quainted  them,  that  in  eonfeq.uence  of  that  ofi'cnfive 
eommunication,  his  Majcfty  had  fent  orders  to  his 
ambaflador  to  withdraw  from  the  court  of  France. 
ITicn  ftating  the  juftice  and  good  faith  of  hi^Mi- 
jefty's  condud  towards  foreign  powers,  rjid  the 
lincerity  of  his  wilhes  to  preferve  the  tranquiHitv  of 
Europe,  he  trufts,  that  he  ihall  not  ftand  rcfponfibk 
fof  the  difturbance  of  that  tranquillity,  if  he  fliould 
find  himfelf  called  upon  to  rerent  lb  unprovoked 
and  o  uivuft  an  aggreffion  on  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  tiie  cflential  interefts  of  his  kingdoms, 

con- 
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contrary  tp  the  moft  folemn  aflurancea,  fubvcriiFp  f  773* 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  injuriQus  to  tbe  rights  of  ^^^'^ 
every  fovereign  power  in  Europe.  It  concluded 
with  a  declaration,  that,  ^'  his  Majefty,  relying,  wi$h 
tlic  firmeft  confidence  on  the  zealous  and  ane^Honate 
fupport.of  his  faithful  people,  is  determined  to  be 
prepared  to  exert,  if  it  fliall  become  neccflary*  afl 
the,  force  and  refources  of  his  kingdoms ;  whicli 
h^  trufts  will  be  found  adequate  to  reppl  every  irf' 
i'ult  and  attack,  and  to  maintain  and  uphold  tli^ 
power  and  reputation  of  this  country.** 

The  nrinifter  moved  an  addrefs  to  the  Throne,  The  Mi- 
Vhich, .  befides  echoing  back  and  confirming  tb?niftcr 
principal  pofitions  in  the  meffage,  declares  the  nidi-  ^^^  f^r 
eft  indignation  and  greatcft  reientmcnt  at  the  un-  ^  ^i^^ 
]ufl  and  unprovoked  ccinduft  of  France,  which,  in  throne, 
another  part,  it  calls  ^^  that  reftlefs  aid  dangerous 
fpirit  of  ambition  and  aggrandizen^ent,  which  has 
fo  often  invaded  the  rights  and  thre^ned  the  liber- 
ties of  Europe."     It  coiKludes  with  the  ftronffcft 
aiTurances  of  the  moft  zealous  aififtance  and  nip- 
port ;  and  a  declaration  of  the  firmeft  confidence, 
that,  in  every  dcmonftration  of  loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  and  of  love  to  their  country,  his  faithful  fub* 
je<Ss  would  vie  with  each  other;  and  that  no  con- 
fiderations  would  divert  or  deter  them  from  ftand- 
ing  forth  in  the  public  defence,  and  from  fuftaining, 
with  a  fteady  perfcverance,  any  extraordinary  bur- 
thens and  expences,  which  fhould  be  found  necef- 
fary  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  vindicate  the  honour 
of  his  crown,  and  to  protect  the  juft  rights  and  eifen- 
tial  interefts  of  thefe  kingdoms. 

Mr.  Baker  moved,  that  an  amendment^  to  the  Mr  Baker 
following  purport,    Ihould    be  inferted  after  the  propofet 
words,  "  aflurances  of  fupport,"  in  the  addrefs,  viz.  *"  «" 
**  hoping  and  trufting  that  his  Majefty  will  be  gra-  ^^^f' 
cioully  pleafed  to  remove  from  his  counfcls  thofe 
jfuinifters,  in  whofe  coadud,  from  experience  of 

the 
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t77%^  the  tJCniicibus  effcfts  of  their  paft  meafturcs^  Ibs 
people  can  place  no  confidence   in  the    prelent 
momentous  fituation  of  public  affiiirs.     Sir  George 
Yonge  warmly  feconded  the  ame^idment,  and  was 
himfelf  as  warmly  fupported.    The  principal  ground 
of  argument  was,  the  folly  and  danger  of  commk- 
ting  the  condii^k  of  the  moft  arduous  war,  in  which 
(his  country  was  ever  involved,  to  thoie  men^  who 
had  already  fliewn  themfelves  totally  unequal  to  its 
government  in  the  mofl  profound  quiet  and  peace; 
whofe  pernicious  counfels  and  meafurcs  had  coa- 
,  verted  that  fcafon  of  happinefs  and  profpcrity  into 
all  the  horrors  and  mifchiefs  of  a  moft  unnatural, 
cruel,  and  deftruftivc  civil  war ;  whofe  ignoraace 
and  incapacity  in  the  management  of  ths^  war  of 
their  own  creafion,  joined  to  that  incorrigible  pb- 
ftlnacy,  which,  difdaining  all  counfcl,  and  receding 
all  warning,  were  at  lenjgth  the  unhappy  means,  <rf 
for  ever  fevering  the  Bntifti  empire,  and  of  finally 
plunging  this  nation  in  alt  its  prcfent  danger  and 
calamity. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  the  Minifter  declared  his  fixed 
and  unalterable  refolution,  that  in  the  prcfent  fitua* 
tlon  of  public  affairs,  he  would  keep  his  place  at 
all  events,  lie  faid,  that  the  intercft  of  the  empire,, 
no  Icis  than  his  own  pride  and  fcnfc  of  honour,  now 
i*endercd  his  continuance  In  office  abfolutely  necct 
far}\  It  would  be  a  difgrace,  which  he  was  deter- 
mined ngt  to  jncur,^  to  abandon  the  helm,  while  the 
Aiip  of  (late  was  tolled  about  in  a  ftorm,  until  ^ 
had  brought  her  fafely  into  port»  He  could  fee 
but  little  foundation*  for  the  prefcnt  public  ahum; 
the  fall  of  the  itocks,  he  faid,  was  merely  the  cfitft 
of  that  fuel  Jen'  panic,'  which  was  (he  uUxal  concp* 
mitant  of  a  beginning  of  a  war.  The  appaiott 
backwardnefs  to  fill, the  prcfent  loan,  he,  Lowttc^ 
attributed  ratlicr  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  national 
debt,  than  to  the  mere  approach  of  a  war.  Great 
Britain  had  <iKvays  been  fo  punSual  in  the  paymenr 

of 
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•  *  *  • 

of  the  intercft  d\xc  to  her  creditor«>  that.  Qk  couW.  1^78 j 
nevcf  want  money  for  the  public  fervicc.    The .  Vi^^>>^ 
dread  of  an  invafion,  he  faid,  was  ^  mere  b\}gbear; 
and  if  it  ihould  take  place^  the^  nation  would  have- 
but  little  reafon  to  be  a|)prehcnfivp  for.  the  ftonfe-j 
quences.     Our  navy  never  was,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war,  in  fo  flourifhing  a  \p^(i4ition  as;at 
prefcnt;  the  new  levies  were  nearly  con^lcj^ted ; 
and  that  the  public  might  be  rendered  enrirely  eafy* 
on  the  fubje^  of  invafion,  his  Majefty  intcAded  (o 
recur  to  that  conftitutional  fource  of  dcfeocr*  lyhich 
was  fo  great  a  favourite  with  the  otht?r  fide  of  thq . 
Houfe,  by  drawing  out  and  embpdyii;^  t^o  naiiUitia. 
He  concluded,  that  the  infult  offered ;by. France  w^s 
of  the  mod  difgraceful  nature ;  that  as  he  knew  the 
honour  of  the  nation  was  dear  to  ev^ry  :gentlcmaa: 
in  that  liaufe,  fo  he  truflcd  there  \vas  n<)t,  a  mv*- 
in  it  who  would  not  rifque  his  life  and  fort^l|e  to. 
wipe  of  the  ftain  it  had  received}  ^nd  th^  confe-* 
quently,'no  one  would  refufe  to  J^r^  ,tc>  an  ad- 
drefs,  which  only  went  to  afl[ure  the  Kfiig,  that  he 
fhould  find  in  l\h  faithful  Commons,  every,f\^pport 
neceffary  to  maintain  the  iKmour  of  bis  people^  and 
the  dignky  of  his  crown. 

The  quertion  being  at  length  put^  at  half  paft 
two  in  the  morning,  the  amendmenlt  was  rcje&ed, 
and  the  original  addrefs  accordingly  carried  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  263  to  1 1 3. 

The  arrival  of  General  Burgoyne  from  America^  General 
wjij^  fome  peculiar    circumflances  accompanying  ^^* 
or  co|ifcquent  of  that  event,  ftrvcd,  all  together,  f^"^, 
to ,  caufe  a  revival  of  the  bufincfs  relative  to  the  ft-om 
northern  expedition,  and  feemcd  to  indicate  fuch  America* 
an  accefl'foh  of  new   matter  of  invelligation,   as 
might  poflibly  keep  parliament  together  longer  than 
had  been  expeclcd.     That  once  favourite  General, 
foon  difcovered,  upon  his  return,  that  h^  was  no 
longer  aiv^bjcd  of  cjurt  .favour,  or  of  minidcrial^ 

coun- 
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if;9i  oHmreMkcc.    He  was,  in  die  firft  inflance,  rdiiiai 
^'v'  "^  admif&cm  to  the  royal  prelencc,  and  from  thence 
^qmricuced  all  tho(e  marks  of  being  in  difgncc, 
which  Btn  foi  well  underftbod,  and  fo  quickly  per- 
ceived^ by  the  retainers  and  followers  of  conrts. 

Under  thofe  circumftances  of  ^fgrace  and  inter- 
^^Bcn,  ^  court  of  enquiry  was  a{^inted;  but 
th^  general  officers  reported,  that,  in  hts  that 
Gtoatiotty  as  a  pnfoner  on  parole  to  the  Congref^,  on* 
detr  the  convention— *tbey  eould  not  take  cogoizai^ 
qB  his  condud.  This  fpirited  officer  dien  detrood- 
cd  a  eoart'  mrtial--*-whkh  oft  the  £ime  grounds 
was  Mfafied.  He  then  ^leelared  himfelf  umb  z 
noeeflt^y  «f  thiowing  himfelf  upon  parliament,  k 
a  p«bliG  qnquicy  into  fAi  condi^.  The  ^a%6 
was  noty  howcrer  taken  up,  as  he  expeded,  by  any 
Me  of  the  fioufe  at  his  nWI  appearance.  Pc^jf 
the  latent  of  the  feafon.  and  the  fear  of  the  deter- 
minadonof  a  lainifterial  majority,  might  deter  die 

^  c^ppofition  fipom  any  ftcps  to  that  purpofe.   Mr. 

^*^  *^  Vj^cr,  hpweter,  removed  tmy  difficulty  dw  oc- 
<mrpe4  ^  ciithe^  fide^  bry  moving  for  a  oomfflitttc 
of  the  whole  Houfe,  to  corifider  of  the  Am  afii 
condition  of  the  army  which  furrendercd  tbcp- 
lelvis^prUbtiors,  on  conventions  at  Saratoga,  lo 
America;  and  alio  by  what  means  LieutcD^nt 
6eneial'Burgo}1ie,  who  confmanded  that  vinyi 
and  was  indudjpd  lA  th^t  convenikm,  was  rcksH 
and  is  now  in  England. 

Tbe  motion  was  feeonded  by  Mr.  Wffiw,  M 
an*  ainendment-  moved  by  Mn  Fox,  for  tbeicb* 
tion  of  the  following  words,  immediately  :rfwlk 
word  **  confider'*  "  of  the  franfa£tiom  rf  Ae 
northentormy  under  Lieufienant  General  BiMOfW^ 
and" — •  The  motion  and  amcndnRSt  uWM 
that  opportunity  to  the  General  which  be  »•  ft<^ 
ing  for,  of  explaining  the  nature  and  fta»  rf  ^ 
(ituation,-  and  the  paiticiilar'  ckcumftan^ift^^'' 
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perfecution  as  he  termed  it,    under  which,   he  de-     1773. 
fcribed  himfeU'as  moft  injurlouCy  lufFering.  0^r\J 

The  General  feconded  the'motion  and  the  amend-  general 
meni,   as  tending  to  that  general  enquiry  into  his  ^q™ 
conduct,  which  could  alone  vindicate  his  character  feconcfs 
and    honour,    from   the  afpcrnons  of    miniltcrial  the  mo- 
writers,    and  all  the  other  means' -which  had  been  *^°"  ^' 
ufed,  as  well  durin?]:  hi^  abfcnce,  r.s  fmcc  his  arri-  X" 

val  to  injure  both,     He  entered  into  a  juftitication  m^'Fo^^i^ 
of  his  condiift  with  refpeft  to  the  cruelti(?s  charged  amend- 
to  the  favage^,   and  a- vindication  of  his  regular  ni^nt,  and 
forces,  from  the  inhdmanitiej  attributed  to  tncni.f"^^*'* 
He  infifled-  that  he'  had  not  e:«:cteded  his  orders,  ^-^ac 
and  that  they  were  pantivc  and  peremprtory;  *.  Ihat  tion  of 
the  Houfc  had  been  dcfignedly  milled':  to'  his  pre-  liis  con- 
judice  m*  the  -fcrmer  cnquir)'  tipon  this  'fubjcft-,  dud. 
by  laying  before  rtiem  his   origindV-pluh  for  the 
Canada    expedition^    and    leaving    them    iti    the 
opinidn*  that .  all   its   parts   had    been   punftually 
complied   with  ;  ^although  the -MmiHer- who  laid 
it  before  thcfli',   knew  t!ie  contrary  to  Le  the  faft, 
and   that  foine    of  Jtj   moft  material  claufes    had 
been  eraftd^    He  obfcrved  that' the   papers  whfch 
had  been  latd  before  them,  were  in  fome  refpeds  de- 
f'(?icnt,  and  in  others  fupcrfiuous.     Among  the  lat- 
ter he  particularly  comphiincd  of  the  expolure  cf  a 
j  rivate  and  confidential' letter,  which  could  anfwer 
r.o  pi>blic»ptirpofe,  and  at  the  fame  time  evidently 
tended  to  his  pcrfonal  prejudice/    And  among  the 
former,   the  withholding   of  fev:^ral  others,  which 
weftf»not  m  the  fame  predicament,  fom^  of  whicli 
would* 'have  removed   the  ill  im.prefnon  and  effeft 
cattlid  "by  that  letter,  and  others  would  have  afford- 
ed explanations  of  fevcral  material  parts  of  his  con- 
duct:'!,*'a%i4  tendered- a  lcK>g  train  cf  correfj^ondcnce 
which-waj^laid  beforcthem unncccfl'ary,  Biir  he  com" 
jlaincd  ftiH  more  of  the  diillofure  of  a  paper  of 
the  molt  fecrct  nature,  containing  hi*  thouglits  upon 
;hc  i;iah{xc9t>f  cofMkitiing  ihc  war  from  the  Mr  vi 
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1778.  Canada.  Upon  this  part  of  the  fubjcft  he  exclaim- 
^^y^^r^  ed  with  great  energy,  "  what  officer  will  venture 
hereafter  to  give  his  opinion  upon  meafurcs  or  men 
when  called  upon  by  a  Minifter,  if  his  confidence, 
his  reafonings,  and  his  preferences,  arc  to  be  thus 
invidioufly  expofed,  to  create  jcaloufies  and  differ- 
ences among  his  fellow  officers,  and  at  laft  to  put  an 
A  impofition  upon  the  world,  and  make  him  refpon- 

fible  for  the  plan  as  well  as  the  execution  of  a  ha- 
zardous campaign.** 

After  ftating  and  refuting  a  number  of  calum- 
nies, which,  from  interefted  or  malevolent  purpofcs, 
had  been  induftrioufly  propagated  againft  him,  he 
faid,  that  under  fuch  circumltariccs  of  the  greatcll 
injury  to  the  reputation  of  one  of  their  members, 
together  with  that  of  his  charafter  having  already 
been  brought  into  qucftion  before  them,  and  his  di- 
rcft  aflertion,  that  the  information  which  thcHoufe 
had  then  gone  upon  was  incomplete  aud  fidlacious, 
he  knew  hot  what  dcfcription  of  men  could  juftly 
rcfufe,  to  him  perfonally,  a  new  and  full  enquiry. 

He  put  it  ftro'ngly  to  the  feelings  of  his  auditors, 
and  to  make  it  individually  their  own  cafe,  the 
fituation  of  an  injured  and  perfecuted  man,  debar- 
red, by  an  interdi^on  from  the  poffibility  of  vin- 
dicating himfelJ  to  his  Sovereign,  and  put  by,  if  not 
inevitably  precluded  from  the  judgment  of  a  mih- 
tary  tribunal,  if  thus,  difgraced  at  court,  and  cut 
off  from  rcfourcc  in  the  line  of  his  profcffion,  he 
(hould  alfo  at  laft,  in  his  final  appeal  to  the  jufticc 
and  equity  of  his  country,  find  himfelf  difappointcd 
in  the  only  poifible  means  of  juftification  that  re« 
mained,  by  a  refufal  of  a  parliamentary  invefti* 
gation  of  a  mcafurc  of  ftate,  with  which  the  l^cfti* 
tude  or  criminality  of  his  condud  was  infeparably 
blended.  After  applying  this  matter  particularly 
and  forcibly  to  his  brother  officers  in  parliament,  as 
a  common  caufc  of  the  profcffion,  frpm  the  difcoJ- 
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^agcmcnt  and  injury -which  the  fer vice  muft  fuflfcr  1773*- 
\indcr  the  cftablifliment  of  fuch  a  precedent,  and  ^^^>r>u 
various  other  confiderations  applied  to  different 
part8  of  the  Houfe,  he  wound  up  the  whole  of  that 
part  of  the  fubjcft,  by  declaring,  that  he  waved  an 
appeal  to  private  fentiments,  and  defircd  the  motion 
to  be  confidered  as  a  call  upon  the  public  duty  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  he  required^  aqd  demanded,  in  his 
p]ace  as  a  reprefentative  of  the  nation,  ^  full  and 
impartial  enquiry  into  the  c^ufcs  of  the  mifcariagc 
of  the  northern  expedition  from  Canada. 

The  American  Minifter  declared  his  concern  for 
the  cxpofurc  of  the  private  letter,  which  he  attribut- 
ed to  accident,  ,or  official  nvftakc.  ,  As  to  the  Ge- 
neral V  not  having  acigfi  .tc^his  Sovereign,  he  fai4 
there  were  vaiWirjffrecedents  for  the  rcfufal,  until 
his  condud  had  undergone  a  military  enquiry,  which 
could  not  yet  be  done.  And  concluded  that  as 
military  men  were  the  natural  and  proper  judges  of 
the  fubjeft,  he  could  not  fee  the  propriety  of  any 
interference  by  parliament  in  the  bufincfs. 

The  queflion  being  at  length  put  on  Mr.  Fox's 
amendment,  it  was  rejefted  on  a  divifion,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  144  to  95.  And,  the  main  queftion,  after 
fome  unufual  warmth  of  altercation,  was  fet  by  at  a 
late  hour  by  the  previous  queftion,  which  was  car- 
ried without  ti  divifion. 

A  few  days  after  was  brought  to  a  conclufion,  this 
long,  tedious,  and  exceedingly  laborious  feflion  of  J"°c  3d. 
Parliament.  A  feflion,  in  which  a  greater  number  of 
the  moft  interefting  and  important  public  queftions 
were  agitated,  although  not  generally  decided  upon, 
than  any  other,  perhaps,  within  the  fpace  of  a  cen- 
tury paft.  And  which  alfo  afi'orded  more  frequent 
room  for  expeSation  and  hope  to  the  people,  with 
rcfpeft  to  the  conduct  of  public  affairs,  than  any 
tha^  w«  remember. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XVIII. 

State  of  the  hjtiic  armies  in  Philadelphia  and  its  ze'sghhcurhc^i 
during  the  nvinter.     Hard  cot: di tier*  cf  the  hr^zf  crriey  witer 
the  cov'jcnti'jn  of  Snraf'^^p.     Suftenjim  of  the  tre^rtj  hj  tf: 
c^ffr^reffy    «.»;///  ir   raiijictffion  is   ^^^trin.^d  from   //^   ci-trf  "j 
Great'Biit*sln,     Preditorv  exp?diiions  from  Plilfrdeff^oiffund 
Rhode  I /land      D'a:iphtsft't  Conciliatory  Hi  lis  pMiJbed  h 
A  Jierisa,     E'J^fi  /i reduced  by  it  C7:  h'^th  jUes.     CondaS^  arJ 
r:lc!:i!'rns   of  the  Con^re,').      Slnon  D:an   arrives    ivith  t:i 
French  frei'ties*     Sir  JL'jry  C/in/ci  arrives  to  tcke  the  cz".- 
Vi(Jnl  nf  [he  arius  at  Prihid.li'' ia^  i?t  the  room  rf  Gcir^iil  ^" 
dVtUiaui   He  w,\    ^.'j^o   rc.*arnf  to  Efijlmd*     Animal  of  t^f 
Cj.i'rnijjijners  for  tc'hjri,;^  f-ejcey  isfc.     LetUr  to  the  Congnp. 
S^sret4vy   to   the  C-jmvii'h'jiicrs    refiifed  a  pafjpirt^      Jinfvnr 
reiu*'*ied  \v  t'c  Cf^'/j'c/f    to  /'v  C:ivrnijf oners.     Further p jr. 
t'icnlif.rs   rdalive  li  the  ivrt^ftd  ncjociation.      Fvacuafion  '»' 
PhiiadJ^hia,     Dlfijultiut  enczuhtered  hy  the  Brififh  armj  in 
t^eir  >ua"ch  acrrf   t^e  Jerjies,     Gcnefal  Wajhtr.gtcn  mf^ 
the  Deln  ware.     U  itile  near  Monmouth*     Gen.  I^ee^  tried  h 
a   court  7jiarti  (It  i'.fid  fufj.etuicd*     Jdritifo   arviy  p:tfs   our  ti 
K^ jhJy  Uryok  J.Luidy  and  ere  cohveycd  hy  tU  jhet  to  A7iv  Tf^ri, 
"J'o.ilcn  h  ia.i'r'in  arrive  c ':  t  '\'  ccaji  ^-f/»jr/V*7.      Appear  hefn 
Sa.^dy  }docl\  ''KU^cre  they  caf  anchor,     Alarm,  and pr^parati^^ni 
at   Sjf.dy  U'j^k  and  New    Fork.     Departure  cf  the  French 
fft't,     Arr/jcj'  of  reinf/rcemen's  to  Ford  Ho'We.      French  pet 
apjyeifr  hefre  h'^nic  Ifahd     l^eQufu'e  preparotions  ly  Ger.ircl 
Sir  Robert   Pi^'^^t,     lK\.\.:fjcn  cf  t' tit  i'land  mediated  hy  :h 
A'lierisar.Sf    to  !Lof*l  t'^c  operations   if  the    French,     Li*! 
Hovje  fails  to  the  rtlief  zf  Rhodt  I/Iand.     D'R/iahg^  quits  th 
h.irh'jdr  and pn^s  tQ  Q  u  to  jn:^e!  the  Britijfj  fquaJron,     Fleet: 
fl^uruUdn  at  ;.!.  /-^/a;  >.f  f '\-i,\f{^i^y  h  ^  violent jlcrm,     CapU 
Riyiior,  in  t^:  I/is^  tra^'tly  e/i^ui^es  a  French  man  ofivarof'^ 
f:i,;s,     Dhliainr  'returns  to  Rhode  Ifland^  and  tiroci§ds  C'C-n 
t.:ence  to  Br;} on.     Is  purfufd  by  Lord  Hoive,     Gen.  SuiihcAK 
ianis  i.t  R'r,.le  fjlnuL     Invefls   the  Brit ijl>  petfts.     Americas 
£.rniy  f^rfjliy   dijconctrfed  hy  D* EQaing^ s  departure,     S'JH' 
van    reirt  I'iy  t-nl  ot   lehgth   totally  quits  the  inland,     Lori 
Hoxvej   fn'lina    D  F'J.iifh-'s  fquadmn  Jo  Jiron^ly  fecund  h 
Nantiih^t  iijadf  as  /J  niidcr  an  attack  impra^icabte^  return: 
from 


*7'^>.     5i  j^  R  O M  this  war  of  words  and  opinions  in  the 

Kjrsr^u     "^      ol^l  wovUI,   wc  ^re  led  to  a  war  of  dreds  and 

;irms   ia  tht  ntrw.     The  one  notwithilanding  the 

lup- 
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fuppofcd  fumniJiry  dccifivenefs  of  its  nPiture,  being  1778. 
little  more  cnnciuuve  than  the  other.  The  hoftile  v.^'^^n^ 
armies  at  Philadelphia  and  Valley  Forge,  paffcd  the 
fe verity  of  the  winter,  within  a  few  miles  of  each 
other,  in  great  quiet.  The  aifailants,  however, 
contrary  to  the  general  courfe  and  circun»ftahce<of 
war,  had.  the  advantage  of  a  capital  city,  and  that 
a  fine  one,  for  their  quarters  ;  whilit  the  native 
army  was  under  tlie  neceffity  of  enduring  all  the  ex- 
tremity Cff  the  fenion,  under  a  hutted  camp  in  the 

'  open  iicld.     Novwithftanding  this  great  advantage 
in  point  of  eafe  and  convenience,  the  lines  and  re- 

.  doubts  with  which  it  was  found  iieceflary  to  cover 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  did  not  permit  the  Britiih 
or  auxiliary  forces  to  ruft  in  their  military  habits, 
or  to  grow  languid  in  the  exercife  of  their  military 
diiMes.  Upon  the  whole,  the  army  was  well  fup- 
plicd  and  heahhy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  gallant  and  unfortunate 
army,  that  had  been  under  a  ncceflity  of  fubmitting 
to  the  terms  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga,  met 
.with  great  and  unexpcftcd  delays  and  difficulties 
in  rclped  to  their  return  to  Europe,  and  underwent 
many  grievous  vexations,  in  that  (lation  which  had 
been  allotted  for  their  reception  in  the  neighbour-  ^ 
hood  of  Bofton.  The  former  of  thcfe,  however, 
©pened  the  great  ground  of  grievance,  as  the  fuc- 
ceeding  could  not  otherwife  have  been  of  any  con- 
fidcrable  duration.  Notwitftanding  the  enmity 
which  unhappily  prevails  between  the  now  disjoined 
parts  of  the  Britiih  nation,  it  afibrds  us  no  fatisfac- 
tion  in  treating  this  fubjcft,  that  truth  and  juftice 
compel  us,  ftrongly  to  condemn  the  conduft  of  the 
Congrcfs  ;  who  leem,  upon  this  occafion,  to  have 
departed  widely  from  that  lyllem  of  fairiids,  equity, 
and  good  faith,  fo  clientiu!  to  r*j\/  State.;,  and  which 
had  hitherto  appeared,  in  a  coiilideruble  degree, 
to  have  been  the  ruidc  of  thSiv  iiccicms. 

It 
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1 778,       It  feems  to  have  been  rather  unlucky,  at  leaft  bx 
i.y'>r\y   point  of  lime,  that  a  requifition  for  fomc  deviation 
from  the  terms  of  the  convention,  had  been  made 
by  the  Britiih  commanders.     This  was  for  the  em- 
barkation of  the  convention  troops,  either  at  the 
Sound,  near  New-York,  or  at  Rhode  Ifland,  inftead 
of  Bofton^  which  was  the  place  appointed  for  their 
departure  to  Europe.     And  in  confequence  of  the 
expe^ation  entertained,  that  this  propoIaJ  would 
have  been  complied  with,  the  tranfports  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  troops  were  afiemblcd  at  Rhock 
Ifland.    The  Congrefs,  however,  not  only  refufed 
to  i^comply  with  the  requifition,  but   made   it  a 
ground  or  a  pretended  fufpicion,  that  the  meafore 
was  propofed,  merely  to  afford  an  opportunity  to 
the  convention  troops  to  join  their  fellows,  with  an 
intention  then  of  making  fome  pretence  for  evading 
or  breaking  the  terms  of  capitulation,   and  con- 
tinuing toad  in  America  to  the  great  detriment 
and  danger  of  the  common  caufe.     To  flrengthen 
this  colour  of  fufpicion,  they  pretended,  that  the 
26  tranfports  which  were  provided  at  Rhode  Ifiand, 
were  infufficicnt  for  the  conveyance  of  above  5,600 
men,  in  a  winter  voyage  to  Europe  ;  and,  that  in 
the  prcfent  Itate  of  things,  with  refpcd  to  provi- 
'  (ions,  both  in  the  Britiih  fleet  and  army,  it  was 
fcarcely  poffiblc  that  they  could  have  been  viftuaUed 
for  fo  long  a  voyage,  and  fo  great  a  number,  in  fe 
(bo^t  a  time. 

In  the  mean  time  great  complaints  having  been 
Conerefi  °^^^^>   ^J  ^^^  Britifli   officers  near  Bofton,  of  the 
brcaksthc  badnefs  of  the  quarters  with  which  they  had  beai 
convcn-    provided,   and  which  they  repreiehted,  as   being 
tion  of     neither  conformable  to  their  expedation,  rank,  or 
Saratoga.  ^^  ^|^^  terms  of  the  capitulation,  the  fenfc  and  con- 
ftruction  of  fame  ftrong  expollulation  which  was 
made   by  General  Burgoyne,  in  a  letter  of  com- 
plaint upon  the  fubjcft,  was  wrefted  by  the  Con- 
grefs to  a  dired  dcclaratian^  that  the  conven^on 

had 
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had  bcca broken  on  their  part,  by  a  violation  of  its    1778. 
conditions.     This  they  reprcfcntcd  as  a  matter  of     v^v%i^ 
the  mod  ferious  and  alarming  nature  ;  which  indi- 
cated a  full  intention  in  the  Britifh  General  and 
army,   to  confider  the  convention  as^  diflblved,  by 
this  fuppofed  violation  of  it  which  was  charged  on 
their  fide,  as  foon  as  they  got  within  the  limits  of 
their  power  >  and  a  declaration  of  the  lort  now 
made,  under  the  prcfcnt  circumftancc  of  that  army, 
ijrould  appear,  they  laid,  no  fmall  public  juftification 
of  their  future  condud,  in  a£iing  as  if  they  were 
in  no  degree  bound,   when  at  large,  by  a  capitu- 
lation, which  they  had  formerly  difavowcd  under 
reftraint. 

Some  paltry  refolutions  which  were  paffed,  as  t^ 
the  foldiers  not  having  faithfully  delivered  up  air 
their  accoutrements,  were  of  fo  fhameful  a  nature, 
as  to  be  highly  difgraccful  to  the  Congrefs  ;  and 
fccraed  ftronglyto  indicate,  that  they  were  ready 
to  grafp  at  any  pretence,  however  weak  or  futile, 
by  which  they  could  evade  the  terms  of  the  con- 
vention, without  incurring  the  charge  of  a  direct 
breach  of  pubUc  faith. 

It  was  in  vain  that  the  General  explained  the 
intention,  as  well  as  the  conftruftion  of  that  paflage 
in  his  letter,  which  went  no  farther  than  to  awdl 
founded  complaint,  and  a  demand  of  redrefs  pur- 
fuant  to  the  terms  of  the  convention.  It  was  to  as 
little  purpofc  that  his  officers,  in  order  to  remove 
this  new  difficulty,  refpcdivelv  figned  their  parole, 
which  they  had  hitherto  reftiled  doing,  tintill  they 
could  obtain  redrefs  in  the  article  of  quarters,  and 
which  was  not  at  any  time  granted.  The  General 
even  oflFered  to  pledge  himfelf,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  the  injurious  fufpicion  entertained  of  his  own 
honour  and  that  of  his  officers,  they  would  ftill  join 
with  him  in  figning  any  writing  or  inllrument  that 
might  be  thought  ncceflfary,  for  ftrengthcning,  con* 

firming, 
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1778^    firming,    or    rcuewiDg   the  validity  of    the   con- 
^•vv^    vention. 

But  the  Congrcfs  were  inexorable.  It  was  eafily 
feen,  that  the  meafure  which  they  had  adopted  vas 
not  io  lightly  taken  as  to  be  cafily  given  up  ;  and 
that  explanations  and  fccurities  could  produce  no 
ejBed  on  their  deter mination.  They  had  paiied  a 
Jan.  8.  refolution  from  which  they  never  receded,  that  the 
embarkation  of  General  Burgoyne  and  his  army 
ihould  be  fufpendcd,  until  a  ciliincb  and  explicit 
ratification  of  the  convention  at  Saratoga  fhould  be 
properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain  to 
Congrefs.  Although  the  treaties  betweea  France 
and  America  were  not  at  that  time  concluded,  it 
does  not  feem  impoflible,  that  the  councils  of  that 
court  had  fome  confiderable  operation  upon  the 
conduA  of  the  Congrefs  in  this  extraordinary  tranf- 
adion.  Perhaps  being  fo  clolely  preiTcd  as  they 
were,  by  a  part  only  of  the  King's  forces,  then  in 
a£tuaJ  poflcfiion  of  the  mod  confiderable  of  their 
cities,  fo;:  magnitude,  wealth  and  commanding  fitu- 
ation,  they  thought,  that  fuScrin^  thofc  convention 
troops  to  be  fcut  to  Europe,  trom  whence  they 
might  be  cafily  replaced,  would  entirely  turn  againft 
them  the  fcalc  of  war  5  and  therefore,  they  chole  to 
facrifice  their  reputation,  by  an  ad  never  exculablc, 
raiher  than  their  Beijiig.at  this  critical  hour. 

Some  fuccefsful  predatory  expeditions  into  the 
Jerfies,  and  gn  the  Delaware,  mxh  the  farprizc  of 
a  party  of  the  enemy  (who  fuffered  no  inconfidcr- 
able  lofs  in  men)  on  the  Penfylvaiiia  fide,  by  Lieu- 
tcn^nt-Coloiicl  Abcrcrombie,  were  the  only  mili- 
tary operations  which  diftinguiftied  the  remaining 
adminiltration  of  General  Sir  William  Howe  in  the 
command  of  the  array*  The  lofs  of  the  Americans 
in  thefe  expeditions,  and  in  fome  others,  which 
were  undertaken  from  Rhode  Ifland  towards  the 
end  of  Mav,  was.  exceedingly  great,  both  with  re- 

fr>ca 
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fpedk  to  public  and  private  property.  Ships,  boats,  1 778. 
houfes,  places  of  worlhip,  ftorcs  of  all  forts,  and  of 
whatever  nature,  whether  public  or  private ;  in  a 
word,  every  thing  ufeful  to  man  that  was  liable  to 
the  adion  of  lire,  was  in  fome  places  confumed  by 
it.  The  officers,  however,  attributed  fome  of  the 
enormities,  with  refpcfl:  to  the  burning  of  private 
houfes,  to  the  licence  and  rage  of  the  foldiers,  and 
declared  them  to  be  entirely  contrary  to  their  in- 
tentions and  orders. 

The  Americans,,  as  ufual,    made  the    fevereft 
charges  of  cruelty,  many  of  which  we  hope  to 
be   unfounded,    againft   the  troops  employed   in 
thcfe  expeditions.     Particularly  the  denial  of  quar-- 
ter,    and   the.  ilaughtering    men  in  cold   blood, 
feveral  of  whom,  they  faid,  neither  had  arms  in 
their  hands,   nor  were  in  any  military  capacity* 
They  alfo  complained,  (on  the  Rhode  Ifland  fide, 
where  the  jchargcs  were  ftronger  made)  as  a  lefs 
cruel,    though    not  more    defenfible  aft  of   in- 
judice,  the  carrying  oiF  the  peaceable  inhabitants  of 
the  country,  and  detaining  them  as  prifoners  of  war, 
until  they  ihould  at  fome  time  or  other  be  exchange 
ed,  for  an  eqyal  number  of  foldiers  taken  on  their 
fide  in  arms*    And  although  it  was  replied  to  this 
complaint,  that  as  by  their  laws,  every  inhabitant 
from  1 6  to  60,  was  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  take 
up  arms  and  ivas  therefore  to   be  confidered  and 
treated  at  all  times  as  a  foldier,  whether  he  was 
found  in  aftaal  fervice  or  not,  we  can  by  no  means 
think  the  reafoning  included  in  this  anfwer  fatisfac- 
toryor  conclufive.     Upon  the  whole,  even  if  the 
treaty  between  France  and  America  had  not  un- 
happily rendered  all  hope  of  fuccels  from  the  pre- 
fent  conciliator)'  I'yilem  hopclefs,  thcfe   predatory 
irritating  expeditions  would   have  appeared  pecu- 
liarly ill  timed  and  unlucky.     Though  ftrongly  and 
warmly  recommonded  by  many  here  as   the  moft 
ctTcttual  mode  of  war,  we  fcarceiy  remember  an  in- 

A  a  a  a  ftance 
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fiance  in  which  they  have  not  been  more  mifcbkr. 
ous  than  ufeful  to  the  grand  objefts,  cither  of  re- 
ducing, or  of  reconciling  the  colonics. 

y  During  thefe  tranfa£bions,   neither  the  Congrefs 
nor  General  VVaihington,  omitted  any  raeans  or 
j)reparation  for  a  vigorous  campaign  ;  whiKt  both, 
in  their  public  ads,  boldly  held  out   to  the  people 
the  hope  of  its  being  the  laft,  and  of  their  driviflg 
the  Britilh   forces  entirely  out  of  America.    Ik 
General,  having  now  proved  the  fubmifSon  and  pa* 
tience  of  his   army  in   their  long  winter  encamp- 
ment, (truck  off  all  the  fuperabundant  baggage  Ix^i 
of  men  and  officers,  to  the  clofefl  line  of  neccllity, 
and  ventured  upon  every  other  reform,  which  could 
render  them  agile  in  fervice,  and  effective  in  aSion. 
He  alfo  tried  the  influence  of ^  his  own  name  and 
char  after,  by  a  public  letter  to  the  farmer's  of  ik 
Middle  colonies,  to  requeft  their  providing  and  fat- 
tening cattle  for  the  fervice  of  tljc  army  in  th; 
,  cnfuing    campaign.     Xhe  Congrefs,  among  their 
otlier  attentions  to  the  war,   iffued  a  refolutioD» 
ftrongly  urging  the. young  gentlemen  of  the  difo- 
ent  colonics  to  raifc  a  body  of  light  cavalry,  to  fervc 
at  their  own  expence,  during  the  campaign ;  offer- 
ing them  fuch  allurements  and  honorary  diftinflions 
in  the  fcrVice,  as  were  calculated  to  reconcile  that 
order  of  men,  to  the  reflraints  and  duties  of  a  nwli- 
tary  life,  in  the  fnnple  rank  and  charafter  of  private 
volunteers. 

A  rough  draught  of  the  conciliatory  bills,  asthej 
appeared  on  the  firft  reading  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, was  received  at  New-  York  by  Governor 
Ti  yon,  about  the  middle  of  April,  whoufedall 
mciins  to  circulate  them  among  the  people  at  large 
of  tiic  rcv^ulted  colonies. 


This  unexpeded   ipeafure   of  Miniflry  in  Eng- 
land, excited  equal  afloniihment  and  indignation m 
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our  own  army,  who  thought  that  nothing  could  ex-,  J  778. 
€eed  the  degradation  which  they  felt  in  fuch  a  con-  V-.'">^-s-/ 
ceflion.     The  nature  and  circumftances  of  the  war.  Great 
and  the  long  courfe  of  injuries  and  lofTes  which  had  ailonlfh- 
been  offered  and  received,  had  by  this  time  render-  V^V}^  ^"^ 
cd  every  individual  a  partisan  in  the  contefl.   Tliev  !"  i^"^" 
had  been  taught  to  think,  that  nothing  lefs  thancib-  prcffedby 
folute  conqueft  on  their  fide,  or  the  moll  uncondi-  the  army 
tional  fubmiflion  on  the  other,  could  bring  it  to  a  ^^  ^^^^ 
conclufion.     They  bluOied  at  the  reeoUeftion,  and  [J^j^^^J^ 
thought  their  pcrfonal  honour  wounded   in  the  re-  ciliatory 
cantatipn  which  was  now  to  be  made,  of  all  that  bills, 
high  language  and  treatment,  which  they  had  been 
accuftomed  to  hold  or  to  offer  to  rebels.     The  dlf- 
appointment  was  the  greater,  as  thefe  papers  were 
the  fubflitute  to  a  reinforcement  of  20,000  men, 
which  they  had  expedcd.,     If  fuch  were  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Britifli  army,  it  may  not  be  eafy  to  de- 
fcribe  thofe  of  the  numerous  body  of  American  re- 
fugees, whofe  paffions  being  irritated  to  the  higheft 
degree,  thought  they  beheld  all  their  public*  and 
private  hopes,  as  well  as  the  gratification  of  their 
perfonal  refentments,  cut  off  at  one  blow.     The 
bills  were  not,  however,  to  produce  the  efleft  that 
was  cxpedled  or  apprehended  5  and,  unhappily,  an 
end  was  not  yet  to  be  put  to  the  calamities  of  war. 

The  mode  of  circulating  thefe  papers,  was  confi- 
dered,  or  reprdcnted,  by  the  Americans,  as  *^i^  rrrefscon' 
infidious  attempt  to  divide  the  people;    and  the  jt-mnthe 
Congrefs,  to  llievv  their  contempt  of  it,  ordered  them  mode  of 
to   be    immediately  publiihed    in    their   Gazettes,  ctrcu- 
Gencral  Walhington,  in  anfwer  to  Governor  Tryon,  ?^*"^ 
who  had  fent  him  fevcral  copies  of  the  draughts, 
with  a  requeft  that  thcv  might  be  circulated  among 
the  officers  and  men  oFJrs  army,  cnclored  in  his    - 
letter  to  him  a  printed  nt  ws-paper,  in  which  they 
had  been  inft  rtetl  by  tlu    order  of  the  Congrefs  ; 
accompanied  bv  the  pviKtcu  refolutions  of  that  body 
upon  the  fubjed.    An;l  Ciovcrnor  Turnbull,  upon  a 

iimilar 
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1778.  fimilar  letter  and  application,  obfenred,  that  pro* 
^-'^'^'^^  pofitions  of  peace  were  ufually  made  from  the  fu- 
preme  authority  of  one  contending  power  to  the 
fimilar  authority  of  the  other ;  and  that  tlie  prefcnt, 
was  the  firft  inftance  within  his  recoUedion,  in 
which  they  had  ever  been  addrcflcd  to  the  people 
at  large  of  the  oppoiite  power,  as  an  overture  of 
reconciliation.  He  proceeded  with  the  following 
words,  *'  There  was  a  day  when  even  this  llcp, 
from  our  then  acknowledged  parent  ilate,  might 
have  been  accepted  witli  joy  and  gratitude ;  but 
that  day,  fir,  is  pad  irrevocably.  The  repeated 
rejeftion  of  our  fmccre  and  fufficiently  humble 
petitions ;  the  commencement  of  hoftilities ;  the 
inhumanity  which  has  marked  the  profecution  of 
the  war  on  your  part  in  its  fcvcral  ftages  ;  the  in* 
folenqe  which  difplays  itfelf  on  every  petty  advan- 
tage ;  the  cruelties  which  have  been  exercifed  on 
thofe  unhappy  men,  whom  the  fortune  of  war  has 
.  thrown  into  your  bands ;  all  thcfe  are  infuperablc 
bars  to  the  very  idea  of  concluding  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  on  any  other  conditions,  than  the 
mod  abfolute  perfecl  independence."  He  con- 
cluded his  letter  with  the  following  obfervation 
upon  the  reftoration  of  union  by  a  lafting  and  ho- 
nourabic  peace,  which  he  declared  to  be  the  ar- 
dent wifli  of  every  lioncll  American,  viz,  "  The 
Britifh  nation  may  then^  perhaps,  find  us  as  affec- 
tionate and  valuable  friends  as  we  now  arc  deter- 
mined and  fatal  enemies,  and  will  derive  from  that 
friendfliip  more  folid  and  re:\l  advantage  than  the 
mod  fanguine  can  cxped  from  conqucll." 

« 

April  22.  The  refult  of  the  deliberation;?,  and  of  fcveral 
refolutions  upon  the  liibjecl  by  the  Congrcft,  was 
a  declaration,  that  any  man,  or  body  of  men,  who 
ihould  prcfume  to  make  any  feparatc  or  partial  con- 
vention or  agreement  with  Commiflioncrs  under 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  fhould  be  confidereJ 

and  treated  as  enemies  to  the  United  States.   That 

the 
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the  United  States,  could  not  with  propriety  hold  1778. 
any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  Commiilioners  ^-^vv^^ 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  they  (hould, 
as  a  preliminary  thereto,  cither  withdraw  their 
fleets  and  armies,  or  elfe,  in  pofitivc  and  cxprefs 
terms,  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  faid 
ftates.  And,  inalmuch  as  it  appeared  to  be  the 
defign  of  their  enemies,  to  lull  them  into  a  fatal 
fccurity,  they  called  upon  the  feveral  ftates,  to  ufc 
the  moft  ftrenuous  exertions,  to  have  their  rcfpedivc 
quotas  of  troops  in  the  field  as  foon  as  poflible ; 
and  that  all  their  militia  might  be  held  in  readincfs 
to  ad:  as  occafion  fliould  require.  All  the  refolu- 
tions  upon  this  fubjec^  were  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

In  a  few  days  after,  Simeon  Dcane  arrived  ex- 1^     ^^ 
prcfs  from  Paris^  at  York  Town,  where  the  Con-  o. 
grefs  had  fat  fince  the  lofs  of  Philadelphia,  with  thofe  Dcanc 
ratal  inftruments,  which  feemed  to  ftamp  a  fealarrivet 
upon  the  fcparation  of  America  from  England.    He  with  the 
had  been  conveyed  from  France  in  a  Royal  frigate  freaty 
of  28  guns,  appointed  for  the  purpofe,  and  brought  -p^^ 
with  him,  for  ratification  by  the  Con^refs,  copies  ^J^^ 
of  the  two  treaties,  of  alliance,  and  ot  commerce,  America, 
which  had  been  concluded  between  France  and  the 
United  States.     The  laft  of  thcfc  was  the  firft  that 
had  been  executed,  being  figned  on  the  30th  of 
January ;  the  treaty  of  alliance  was  dated  the  6th 
of  February.     Deane  alfo  brought  an  account  of 
many  other  matters  which  were  highly  pleafing,  as 
well  as  what  related  to  the  hiftory  of  the  ncgocia* 
tion,  and  of  its  Gonclufion. 

The  joy  and  exultation  of  the  Americans  upon 
this  occafion,  could  only  be  rivalled  by  their  public 
demonftratlons  of  them.  The  Gongrefs  immedi** 
ately  publilhed  a  Gazette,  which,  befidcs  a  fum- 
mary  of  the  general  information  they  had  received, 
exhibited  fome  of  the  moft  flattering  articles  of  the 
treaties^  with  their  own  comments  upon  them,  to 

the 
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1778.  ^  the  people ;  in  \Khich  the  extraordinary. equity,  gcnc- 
^^'^^''^  rofity,  and  unparalleled  honour,  (as  they  defcribed 
it)  of  the  French  King,  were  extolled  in  tlic  highcft 
degree.  In  this  piece,  tliey  fecmed  to  count  upon 
Spain  as  being  alreaxiy  a  virtual  party  to  the  alliance, 
and  to  confider  the  naval  force  of  both  nations  as 
united  tn  their  caufe.  They  alfo  built  much  upon 
the  friendfhip  of  other  great  powers,  and  boallcd 
of  the  favourable  difpofition  of  Europe  in  general 
to  America. 

May  8.         About  the  fame  time.  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
'    arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  army  at  Phila- 
Clinton^  delphia,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Williani  Howe ;  who 
and  the     returned  to  England,  to  the  great  regret  of  both 
Copnmif-  officers  and  foldiery  in  general.     In  the  beginning 
fioners      of  June,  the  three  Commillioners  from  England, 
PhlT  d  r  ^^^^S  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  Carliile,  Mr.  Eden,  and  Governor 
phia.  ^ '  Johnftonc,  (with  whom  were  joined  in  the  coin- 
million,  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton) arrived  in  die  Delaware. 

June  9,  The   CommiffioneitJ   immediately  difpatched    a 
letter,  with  the  late  acts  of  parliament,  a  copy  ot 

a'tches  ^'^^*^  commiffion,  and  other  papers,  to  the  Prefident 

a  letter  o^  ^^c  Congrcfs  ;  but  their  Secretary,  Dr.  Fergufon, 

and  the  who  was  intended  to  coiivey  the  papers,,  and  to  act 

aas  of  as  an  agent  for  conducting  the  ncgociation  upon 

parlia-  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^j^j^  ^^^^  Congftis,  bejug  refufed  a  paflport 

concrefs    ^°^  ^^^^  purpofc,    they  were  obUged  to  forward 
them  by  common  means. 

The  Commiflioners  propofed,  even  at  this  outfct, 

fevcral  concellions  and  arrangements,    which,  at 

an  earlier  period,  would  have  reftored  peace  and 

felicity  to  the  whole  empire     They  offered  to  con- 

fcnt  to  an  immediate  LxlVation  of  hollilities  by  fca 

and  land. — ^To  reltorc   a  free  intercourfe,  and  to 

renew  die  common  benefits  of  naturalization  through 

ihj  icverai  p;arts  of  the  empire. — To  extend  every 

freedom 
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freedom  to  trade,  that  the  refpeftive  interefts  on  1778. 
both  fides  could  require, — ^To  agree,  that  no  mili-  C^vNi^ 
tary  force  ihould  be  kept  up  in  the  different  ftates 
of  North  America,  without  the  confent  of  the 
General  Congrefs,  or  of  the  particular  aflemblies.— 
To  concur  in  mcafures  calculated  to  difcharge  the 
debts  of  America,  and  to  raifc  the  credit  and  value 
of.  the  paper  circulation. — ^To  perpetuate  the  com- 
mon union,  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of  an  agent 
or  agents,  from  the  different  ftates,  ^ho  fhould'have  * 
the  privilege  of  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Bfitiiin;  or,  if  feftt  from  Britain,  in.  that 
cafe  to  have  a  feat  and  voice  in  the  affemblies  6f\ht 
different  ftates  to  which  they  might  be  deputed 
refpedively,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  feveral  in- 
terefts of  thofe  by  whom  they  w^re  deputed. — 
And,  in  fhort,  to  eftablifh  *the  power  of  tf^e  re- 
fpeftive  legiflatures  in  each  particular  ftate,  to  fettle 
its  revenue,  its  civil  and  mjlitary  eftablifhment,  and 
to  exercife  a  perfed '  freedom  of  legiflation  and  in- 
ternal government ;  fo  that  the  Britrfli  ftates"  through- 
out North  America,  a61:ing  wdth  Great  Britain  in 
peace  and  war,  under  one  common  Sovereign, 
might  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every  pri- 
vilege,'that  was  fliort  of  a  total  feparation  of  intc- 
reft,  or  confiftent  with  that  union  of  force,  on 
which  the  fafety  of  the  common  religion  and  liberty 
depends. 

Although  thefe  papers  produ<!:rd  Tery  confidcr-  The  Con- 
able  debates,  which  were  renew^rd  on  different  days,  grcfs 
from  the  1  ith  to  the  17th  of  June,  in  the  Congrefs,  >en^s  an 
yet  the  anfwer  v»  hich  thvy  then  returned,  through  the  ^"'^^^ 
medium  of  their  Prefidcnt,  Henry  Laurens,  w^afe  q^^j. 
fiifticiciUly  brief,   however  conclulive.     They  ob-  miffion- 
fcrved  lb  the  Ctnnmiirioners,  that  the  a£ts  of  the  crs. 
BritiHi  parliaincht,  the  coinmilfion  from  their  Sove- 
reign, and  their  letter,  fuppofcd  the  people  of  thofe 
flatcs  to  be  fubjct^..^  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
and  were  fcundcd  en  tlie  idea  of  dependence,  xvhich 

was 
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1778.  was  totally  inadmiffiblc.  They  informed  them, 
that  they  were  inclined  to  peace,  notwithftandinp 
the  unjuft  claims  from  which  the  war  originated, 
and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  had  been  coo- 
du&ed.  They  would  therefore  be  ready  to  enter 
upon  the  confideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  com- 
merce, not  inconfiftent  with  treaties  already  fubfift* 
ing,  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  ihould  demon- 
ilrate  a  fmcere  difpolition  for  that  purpofe*  Bat, 
the  only  folid  proof  of  that  diipofition  would  be, 
an  expUcit  acknowledgement  of  the  independence 
of  thofe  ftates,  or  the  withdrawing  of  his  fleets  and 
araues. 

Such  were  the  conditions,  which  an  unh^y 
concurrence  of  events  induced  on  the  one  fide,  and 
which  the  operation  of  the  fame  caufes  roKlered 
inadmiflible  on  the  other.  The  Congrefs,  at  tbc 
fame  time,  iflued  an  unanimous  approbation  of 
Gen.  Waihington's  condud  in  refuting  a  pa%rt 
to  Dr.  Fergufon. 

Although  the  Congrefs,  as  a  body»  did  not  edter 
into  any  litigation  with  the  Commiffioners  upon 
the  general  fubje£k  of  their  miffion,  yet  fome  of 
their  members,  particularly  Mr.  Drayton,  one  of 
the  delegates  for  South-Carolina,  and  others,  |)e^ 
haps,  not  officially  conneded  with  them,  entered 
the  lifts  of  controvcrfy  in  the  public  papers,  wA 
no  fmall  degree  of  acrimony.  For,  as  the  Com- 
miifioners  (eemed  to  carry  along  with  them  an  idea, 
which  at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  was  endea- 
voured with  great  care  to  be  eftabliffied  in  Eng- 
land, viz.  ^'  that  the  bulk  of  the  Americans  were 
well  afFcfted  to  the  Britifli  government,  and  Aai 
the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  were  only  Wi 
in  a  ftate  of  delufion  by  the  Congrefs,'*  they  accflri* 
ingly,  upon  this  failure  of  negociation  with  tfat 
body,  dire&ed  their  future  publications,  in  thcflSlfr 
ner  of  appeals  ^  to  the  people  at  large  j   fccmJBgf 

tho^i 
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thereby,  to  realize  in  fomc  degree,  the  charge  fo  lyyS. 
repeatedly  made  on  the  other  fide,  that  their  only 
objcft  was,  under  the  inlidious  appearance  of  con. 
ciiiation,  to  excite  either  a  reparation  amongft  the 
colonies,  or  the  people  to  tumults  againft -their 
rcfpcftive  governments.  And,  as  the  Congrt-fs 
not  only  permitted,  but  aii'eded  to  forward,  the 
publication  of  all  matters  upon  the  fnbjed,  fo,  the 
writers  we  have  mentioned,  undertook  to  obviate 
the  eficft,  which  thofe  iffued  by  the  Commiilioners 
might  have  upon  the  people  at  large* 

The  ftrongeft  argument  which  they  held  out 
upon  this  occafion  to  the  people  was,  that  they  had 
already  concluded  a  folemn  treaty  with  France,*  on 
the  footing  of,  and  for  the  eftablHhment  of  their 
independency.  That-  if  they  now  treated  with  the 
Commiilioners  upon  tlie  ground  of  dependence, 
they  ihould  at  once  break  rheir  fiiith  widi  Prance, 
forfeit  their  credit  with  all  foreign' nations,  be  con* 
(idered  as  a  faithlefs  and  infamous  people,  ^d  for 
evermore  be  cut  off  from  even  the  hope  of  foreign 
fiiccour  or  refource.  At  the  fame  time  they  would 
be  thrown  totally  on  the  mercy  of  thofe,  who  had 
already  purfued  every  meafure  of  fraud,  force, 
crueky,  and  deceit  for  their  deftrudion ;  as  nei- 
ther  the  King,  the  Minifters,  nor  the  Parliament  of 
Englaitd,  would  be  imder  a  necei&ty  of  ratifying 
mxy  one  condition  which  they  agreed  upon  with 
the  Comn^iffioners.  Or  if  they  even  found  it  ne* 
cclTary  to  ratiiy  them  fbr  prefent  parpofes,  it  would 
be  only  to  call  a  new  parliament  to  undo  the  whole* 
Nothing,  they  faid,  could  be  trufled  to  aa  enemy 
whom  they  had  already  found  fo  faithlefs,  and  fo 
obftinatcly  perfevering  in  malice  and  cruelty*  The* 
fraudulent  intention  of  the  propofed  negociation, 
they  faid,  was  ftrongly  evinced,  by  the  Gommliii- 
oners  holding  out  conditions  which  went  far  beyond 
their  avowed  powers ;   being  neither  warranted  by 

B  b  b  b  the 

*  For  the  Treaty  fee  Appeodix. 
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1778.   the  conimUfloiu  nor  by  the  zQb^  oi  parUaracot  vfakh 
they  prefcnted. 


«r,j^^  If  any  ftrong  hope  of  fucccfs  in  the  ncgodadoo 

Roval       had  renYained,  the  cTOcur.tion  of  Philadelphia,  aod 
army        the  cQiifequcnt  retreat  of  the  army  to  the   north* 
evacuates  ward,  )utt   at   the  arrival  of   the  C^ommif&oncrs, 
Philadcl-   ^ould  have  completely  fruftrated  them.      Conmii^ 
P  **'         fioners  accompanying  a  retreating  army,  which  vm 
in  the  '4q\  oi  abandoning  the  prmcipal  advantage  of 
two  years  war,  could  not  promife  themielves  a. great 
fuperiority  in  any  treaty  ;  and  the  more,  ad  vantage- 
eMs  the  oilers  which  they  ihould  make  in  fuch  dr* 
turfiftaitces,   the  more  their  conceflions    would  be 
considered  as  proofs  of  Tveaknefs,  not  of  good-wdL 
Thii?  meafure  was  carried  into  ei^ccation  on  die  18^ 
of  June,  mid  the  whole  Britifli  army  paflcd  the  De- 
laware  on  the  iaihe  day»   without  intemiptioB  or 
danger,  under  the  excellent  difpoTitions  made  by  Ac 
Admiral,  Lord  Howe,  for  the  purpofe. 

W»(h.  Wafliington,  having  pesnetrated  into   the   intca- 

ington      tion  of  abandoning  Philadelphia,  had  already  fee: 

^^^' ,         General  Maxwell  with  his  brigade  to  rcinlbrce  tbc 

a^force     Jcrfey  mflilia,  in  order  to  throw  every  poffible  ob- 

to  obferve  uru£tion  in  die  way  of  the  Brkiih  army,  fo  that  i^ 

Sir  Henry  Impeding  their  progrefs,  he  might  hinkelf  be  cb- 

Clhiton's  abied  to  bring  up  hu  force  in  fuch  time,  as  to  pro- 

ihrmi  h    ^^       ^^^  opportunities,  whish,  it  was  wcU  to  be 

iIj^"^      fuppofed,  fo  long  a  march  through  fo  dangeroasa 

Jerfics.      country  would  have  aft>rded«  01  attacking  diea 

xyith  great  advanti^*    This  detached  corp»  aod 

the  miUtia,  did  not,,  however,  effed  any  thing  noct 

d  iftiportanec  than  the  breaking  downoi  the  bridgi&i 

the  great   fuperiority  of  the  Britifli  iorce^   haami 

obliged  them  tK>  abandon  the  ftrong  pafs  at  Moott 

Hollyi  witkoiH  venturing  an  o^pofition. 

The  BntHh  army,  notwithfiandiog^,  encoantdd 
mui;h  toil,  difficulty,  and  XMHttberlds  impcdimcits 


Chaf.  KVIII.      Civil  War  in  A  ME  It!  C  A.       [555 

in  their  march.  They  were  enctembered  with  an  1778. 
enormous  baggage,  including  provifions  ;  the  num- 
ber of  loaded  horfes  znd  wheel  carriages  being  fo 
great,  as  to  cover  an  extent  of  twelve  miles,  in  the 
narrow  line  of  march,  which  the  nature  of  the 
coxHitry  and  roads  afforded.  This  incumbrance 
fo  far  at  leaft  as  related  to  the  provifion,  proceeded 
^however^  from  the  forcfight  and  wifdom  of  the 
General,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ;  who  betBg  well  aware 
^hat  the  hoftility  or  the  country  would  cut  off  every 
fource  of  fubfiftence  from  the  troops,  which  was 
rtot  within  their  own  immediate  comprclienfion,  and 
being  alfo  uncertain  as  to  the  delays  and  obRruc- 
tions  which  might  occur  on  his  marcli^  was  too 
prudent  to  put  the  fate  of  a  whole  army  in  any  de* 
gree  of  hazard,  for  the  trouble  or  difficulty  that  at- 
tendqdjhe  conveyance  of  a  certain  and  fuftcient  fup* 
ply.  The  heat  of  the  weather,  which  was  then 
cxceffive,  with  the  clofenefs  of  the  narrow  roads 
through  the  woods,  and  the  conflant  labour  of  re* 
newing  or  repairing  bridges,  in  a  country  every 
where  interfered  with  creeks  and  marfliy  brooks, 
were,  all  together,  fcverely  felt  by  the  army. 

From  all  thefe  caufes,  its  progrefs  was  exceeding-  > 
ly  flow ;  and  nothing  lefs  than  thefe  could  have  ac- 
counted, for  its  {pending  fo  many  days  in  traverfing 
fo  narrow  a  country.  When  the  army  had  a^ivan- 
ced  to  Allen*s-Town,  it  became  a  matter  of  con- 
fidcration  with  the  General,  whether  to  keep  the 
dired  courfe  towards  Staten  Ifland,  acrofs  the  Rari- 
ton,  or  whether,  by  taking  the  road  to  his  right,  and 
drawing  towards  the  £ea  coaft,  be  Ihould  pufh  on  to 
Sandy-Hook.  He  knew  that  the  Generals  Wash- 
ington and  Lee,  with  the  whole  continental  force 
on  that  fide,  had  already  paffed  the  Delaware  j  and 
he  had  heard,  that  General  Gates,  with  the  northern 
army,  was  advancing  to  join  them  on  the  Rariton. 
The  difficulty  of  paiTrng  the  Rariton,  and  the  cir- 
cjumftanccs  with  which  it  might  have  been  attended 

under 


5S6]  '    ^eUl  STORY  of  the        Ckap.  IVIIL 

1778.  under  his  incumbrances,  in  the  fecc  of  an  enemy, 
with  ether  concurring  caufcs,  determined  him  to 
the  right  hand-courfe,  as  much  the  more  eligible. 

t 

On  the  other  hand,  General  Waftiington,  «1» 
had  croflcdthc  Delaware  far  above  Philadelphia,  at 
Coryci's  Ferry,  attributed,  with  his  ufual  torciigfet 
aiid  caution,  the  flow  movements  of  the  Britife 
army  to  a  dcfign  of  decoying  him  into  the  low 
country,  when,  by  a  rapid  movement  on  the  rigfet, 
they  might  gain  pofleffion  of  the  ftrong  grounds 
above  him,  and  fo  enclofmg  his  army  to  the  river, 
force  him  to  a  general  engagement  under  every  dit 
advantage.  Under  this  perlii^/ion,  in  which  it  is 
poffiblc  his  fagacity  deceived  hini,  as  the  pecuKar 
circumftances  of  the  Brittfti  army  rendered  it  total- 
ly  incapable  of  any  fuch  rapid  movements  as  he  ap- 
prehended, the  flownefs  on  the  one  fide  retai*dcd  the 
motions  on  the  other.  It  is,  however,  likevrtfe  pro- 
bable, that  Wafhington  referved  himfelf  entire  for 
the  paflTagc  of  the  Rariton  ;  which  he  concluded 
would  have  been  their  courfe,^  and  which  he  kncv 
would  have  afforded  him  great  advantage  in  an  at- 
tack. 

* 

But  when  he  difcovered  that  the  Britifh  army 
had  departed  from  its  expeftcd  Knc  of  dt- 
reft  ion,  and  was  bending  its  way  on  the  other 
fide  towards  the  fea-coaft,  he  immediately  ch^ged 
his  fyftem,  and  lent  fcveral  detachments  of  chofcn 
troops,  under  the  General  condud  of  the  Marquis 
de  Fayette,  to  harrafs  the  army  in  its  march,  himfeif 
followuig,  at  a  fuitable  diftance,  with  the  whole 
force.  As  affairs  grew  more  critical  upon  the  near 
approach  of  the  van  of  oiic  army  to  tlie  rear  uf  tbe 
other.  General  1-ec  was  difpatchcd  with  t\vo  bri* 
gaucs,  to  reinforec,  and  to  take  the  command  of  t)K 
advanced  corps  ;  which,  by  W^Uiington's  accouiity 
amounted  then  to  about  5C00  men,  aiihcmgh  fnm 


-  • 
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the  fevcral  detachments  which  he  IpecifttS)  it  would    1778. 
fcem  to  have  been  llronger.  \y^r>^ 

Sir  Henry  CUinton,  on  the  march  to  a  place  called 
Freehold,  judging  from  the  namber  oi  the  enemy's 
light  troops  which  horered  on  his  rear,  that  their 
main  body  was  at  no  great  diiUnce,  judknoufly  de«> 
tcrmined  to  free  that  part  of  the  army,  from  the 
incumbrance  and  impediment  of  die  baggage,  which 
he  accordingly  placed  under  the  conduft  of  Gene- 
ral Knyphaufcn,  who  led  the  firft  column  of 
the  armv.  The  other,  which  covered  the  line  of 
march,  being  now  difengaged  and  free  for  adion, 
formed  a  body  of  troops  which  c  mid  not  eafily  be 
equalled,  and  was  under  the  immediate  command  of 
the  General.  It  was  compofcd  of  the  3d,  4th,  and 
5th  brigades  of  Britilh,  two  battalions  of  Briti(h,  and 
the  (Icilian  grenadiers,  a  battalion  of  light  infantry^ 
the  guards,  and  the  i6th  regiments  of  light  dragoons. 

On  the  morning  after  this  arrangement.  General  J«nc  2%. 
Knyphaufen,  with  the  firft  divifion  and  the  carri* 
ages,  began  at  the  break  of  day  to  move,  dircding 
their  march  towards  Middletown,  which  lay  ten  or 
twelve  miles  on  their  way,  in  a  high  and  ftrong 
eountry.  The  fecond  divifion,  under  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  continued  for  fome  hours  on  their 
ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Freehold,  both 
to  cover  the  line  of  March,  and  to  afford  time  for 
the  chain  of  carriages  to  get  clear  on  their  way. 

Having  begun  to  march  about  eight  o'clock,  fomc 
parties  of  the  enemy  which  appeared  in  the  woods 
on  their  left  flank,  were  engaged  and  difperfed  by 
the  light  troops  ;  but  a^  the  rear-guard  defcended 
from  the  heights  above  Freehold,  into  a  valley 
about  three  miles  in  length,  and  one  in  breadth, 
fcveral  columns  of  the  enemy  appeared,  likewifc 
defccnding  into  the  phin,  who  about  ten  o'clock 
l>egan  to  canonudc  the  rear.    The  General  at  the 

fame 
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177JS.  fiupc  atftaat  rcce'nrcd  intdligciice,  that  the  eAcmy 
were  difcovercd  marching  in  force  on  both  his 
flanks.  He  was  immediately  ftruck,  that  an  attack 
oa  ibe  l>aggage  wa$  dieur  principal  objcd ;  and  as 
the  carri9ges  were  then  entangled  in  defiles  which 
<x>nrimied  for  fome  miles,  k  feemed  a  matter  of  no 
imall  difficulty  to  obviate  the  danger. 

In  tlus  critical  fituation,  the  General,  with  great 
quicknefs  tpd  prefence  of  mind  judged,  that  a  vigo> 
rout  attack,  and  fevcre  preffure,  upon  that  tody 
of  the  enemy  which  harrafled  his  rear,  would  recall 
the  detacbmeots  on  his  flanks  to  its  ai&ilance,  and 
leemed  to  be  the  only  probable  means  of  faving 
the  convoy*  For  alchougji  he  had  good  informs 
tion,  that  Gener^  Walhington  was  at  hand  with 
his  whole  araiy9  which  he  beard  was  eilimated  at 
^0,000  men ;  yet,  as  lie  knew  that  his  main  body 
ivas  feparated  irom  that  corps  which  attacked  Lord 
Cornwallis,  in  the  rear,  by  two  confiderable  defiles, 
he  was  not  a^pprehenftve  that  lie  could  pafs  a  greater 
body  of  ftoops  through  them,  during  the  executioti 
^  the  meafure  which  he  intended,  than  what  the 
force  aJonff  w$ih  him  wa^  weU  £d>le  to  oppofe; 
whUft  on  the  other  band,  even  with  that  diviftonof 
the  armyt  Wafliington's  fituation  would  not  be  a 
little  critical,  if  he  Should  chance  to  come  upon 
him,  when  he  was  (Iruggling  in  his  palfage  chroagh 
the  defiles. 

Guarding,  however,  njjainft  every  pofliblc  refult 
of  the  meaftti^,  and  to  be  in  prepration  for  the  ev^nt 
pf  a  general  engagement,  he  recalled  a  bri^de  of 
the  Bruifli  laf;»ntry,  and  the  17th  regiment  of 
light  dragoons,  from  Knypliaufcn'f^  diviikHiy  and 
left  direiilion  for  them  to  t.ike  a  pufition  u^iich  wouM 
efle&ually  cover  hi^  ri;;ht  fiank,  being  the  fide  oa 
which  he  was  moA  jralous  (^'  the  defign  of  dm  enc« 
my.     In  the  mean  tkne,  tlie  Queen's  light  dragoons 

y  \A  with  their  ufusl  fpirit  attacked  and  routed  the 

enetny's 
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enemy's  cavalry,  under  the  Miifcfuis  dt  Fay«ttc,  Mi  if  ^8 
drove  them  back  m.confufion  oo  then  own  infentry* 
The  General  then  made  dilpoiitions  to  attack  the 
enemy  in  the  plain ;  but  before  he  could  advance, 
they  fell  nncxpeftedly  back,  and  took  a  ftrong  pO* 
fifion  cm  the  heights  above  Monmouth  Court-Houfew 

The  heat  of  the  weather  was  In  that  feafon  al» 
ways  mtenfe ;  but  upon  that  particular  day  wad  fa 
exceffivc^  a9  to  be  fcldom  equaHed,  even  in  die  fid* 
try  funwaers  of  that  continent ;  fo  Aat  the  troops 
were  already  greatly  fatigued,  l^he  fituaticm  of 
the  army,  however,  rendered  the  moft  vigorous 
exection  neoeflary^  The  Britifh  grenadiers,  with 
their  left  to  the  village  of  FrechoW,  and  the  guards^ 
on  their  right,  began  the  attack  with  fuch  fpirit, 
that  the  enemy  foon  gave  way.  But  their  fecond 
line  ppefcrvcd  a  better  countenance ;  and  refitted 
ajAeroe  aud  eager  attack  with  grejrt  obftintey.  They 
wero^  however^  at  length,  completely  routed ;  buf 
in  this  exigency,  with  a  very  unufual  degree  of 
oecoUcdion,  as  well  as  refoiution,  took  a  third  po^ 
(ttigo  with  fo  much  judgment,  that  their  ftofit  was 
covered  by  a  marJhy  holtew,  which  fcarcely  att-' 
mitted  the  pra<^cability  of  an  attack  by  t^  way. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  brought  up  part  of  tfie  fceotid 
line 5  and  made  fome  other  difpofitioHs  to  itttaek 
the  enemy  in  this  poll,  and  the  light  Inf^tty  and 
Rangers,  had  already  turned  their  left  for  that 
purpofe ;  but  ri)e  »rmy  in  gencrtrf,  was  now  fo  over* 
powered  by  heat  2uid  fatigue,  that  upon  confidcr^ 
tion,  he  thought  it  better  not  to  prcfe  the  affair  any 
farther.  He  was  alfo  bv  thiji  time  confident)  that 
the  pnrpofe  which  had  HKSuced  him  to  the  attack 
was  gaint^d,  in  the  prt-fcrvaiion  of  the  convoy.  A 
bold  a»«n}>t  of  the  enemy,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of 
the  light  Intaiitry,  rendered  fome  new  movements, 
notwiihftanding  the  exceflivc  toil  of  the  day,  ftill 
iry^    The  arn^y  at  tengfk  tdtwned  to  that 

polition. 
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I778«  pofidcm,  from  whence  they  had  6tll  driven  the 
Kr<^  enemy,  after  their  quitting  the  plain. 

The  General's  opinion  with  rcfped  to  the  defign, 
on  the  baggage,  was  juiiiiied  in  the  event;  and 
the  propriety  of  his  fublequent  conduO  in  attack- 
ing the  enemy  on  that  principle  confirmed.  Two 
brigades  of  the  enemy's  light  troops  had  pafled  the 
^rmy,  one  on  each  flauk',  in  that  view^  and  hsA 
a^ually  made  the  attempt ;  but  by  the  good  diP- 
pofitions  made-  by  the  commanders,  the  iirsuicis  of 
the  .40th  regiment,  and  the  ready  fervice  of  the 
light  Horfe,  they  were  rcpulicd  at  the  iirit  cmfet^ 
and  the  e]Qgagement  on  the  plain  then  commcncc- 
ipg,  were  immediately  recalled. 

* 

SiVHcmr      ^^^  Henry  Clinton  having  now  fully  attained  ius 

Clinton     obje&,  for  the  Generals  Kuyphaufen  and  Graal, 

attacks  a  with  the  firft  divifion  and  baggage,  rWere  arrived  at 

^t  of     Nut  Swanip,  near  Middletown^  could  have  no  in- 

Wafiiuig-  ducemcnt,  for  continuing  in  his  prcfent  fituatioi]. 

,^1^.        The  troops  had  already  gained  fufhcient  honour,  in 

which       forcing  fi^ccellively,  from  two  ftrong  pofrtions,  a 

he  com-    corps  of  the  enemy,   which,   he   was   itiformed, 

V^^^h     amouipited  to  near  i  a,ooo  men  ;  and  the  merit  of 

the  fervice  was  much  enhanced,  by  the  unequalled 

ciicumAanccs  of  heat  and  fatigue  under  which  if 

was  performed.    The  enemy  were  much  fuperior. 

in  force  to  the  divifion  immediate!)^ under  bis  ccMn* 

mand  ^  and  if  the  equality  had  been  even  nearer, 

it  would  ftUl  feem  imprudent  to  have  hazarded  &a 

engagement,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  reft  of  his 

army,  in  a  country,  not  only  entirely  hoftiie,  bitt 

which  from  its  nature,  mud  have  been  ruinous  to 

{(rangers  under  any  circumilapces  of  defeat*     Avfd 

as  the  heat  of  the  weather  rendered  marching  b]f 

day  intolerable,  fo  the  moon-light  added  nutca  10 

the  eligibility  of  the  night  for  that  purpoie.     Upon 

fome  or  all  of  thefe  accounts,  the  troops  haviiy 

repofcd  till  ten  o'clock,  the  army  was  ^gain  |Mm 

inotioD, 
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motion,  and  they  marched  forward  to  join  their    1778. 
fellows.  v>or>w' 

Such  was  the  detail  of  the  a£Hon  at  Freehold,  or 
Monmouth,  as  it  is  otherwife  called,  as  given  on 
our  fide.  The  lofs,  in  flain,  was  not  confiderable 
in  point  of  number,  but  rendered  grievous  by  that 
of  the  brave  Colonel  Monckton.  That  gallant 
officer,  who  had  frequently  encountered  death  in  all 
its  forms,  had  the  fortune  of  being  more  than  once 
grievouily  wounded,  both  in  the  lait  war,  and  the 
prefent ;  and  after  the  hair  breadth  efcape  of  a  re- 
covery, when  left  among  the  dead  on  the  field,  was 
only  referved  to  be  killed  on  this  day,  at  the  head 
of  the  fecond  battalion  of  grenadiers.  This  day 
and  adion  were  alfo  rendered  remarkable  by  the 
fmgular  circumftance,  unparrelleled  in  the  hiflory 
of  the  New  World,  of  59  foldiers  perifhing !  with- 
out receiving  a  wound,  merely  through  the  excef- 
five  heat  and  fatigue.  Several  o^  the  Americans 
alfo,  inured  as  they  were  to  the  climate,  died 
through  the  fame  caufe. 

The  Americans  claim  great  honour  to  that  p.art 
of  their  troops  which  had  an  opportunity  of  being 
engaged  in  this  adtion.  They  likewife  claim,  though 
without  any  apparent  ground,  the  advantage  as  the 
affair  now  Hands ;  but  pretend  that  they  fhould  have 
gained  a  complete  and  decifive  vidory,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  mifcondud  and  difobedience  of  orders 
of  General  Lee.  That  officer,  had  fome  time  ^be- 
fore, by  an  exchange,  obtained  a  releafe  from  his 
long  confinemehi  at  New- York ;  and  we  have  al« 
ready  feen,  was  appointed  to  take  the  command  of 
thofe  differeut  bodies  of  troops,  which  had  been 
detached  to  harrafs  the  Britiih  army,  and  to  im- 
pede4ts  inarch. 

It  appears  from  General  Waihington's  account 
of  the  matter,  that  he  being  well  informed,  that  if 

C  c  c*c  the 
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1778.    the  Britifti  army  once  gained  the  high  and  ftrong 

* — ^ — '  country  near  Middletown,  no  attempt  couW  afler- 

,  wards  be  made  upon  them,  with  the  fmalleft  profpcct 

General    ^f  fuccefs,  he  accordingly  determined  to  fall  upon 

'n  ton'     ^^^^^  ^^^^  immediately  upon  their  departure  from 

account     ^^^  ftrong  grounds  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Free- 

of  the       hold,  on  which  they  had  encamped  during  the  night 

battle  of   of  thc  27th.     He  communicated  this  intention  to 

^^""        General  Lee,  with  orders  to  make  his  dif|>ofiCions 

^^^  *      for  the  attack,  and  to  keep  thc  troops'  lying  upon 

their  arms  in  conftant  preparation ;  whidi  he  alfo 

praftifed  himfelf  in  the  main  body. 

Wafhington  having  received  an  exprefs  at  five 
in  the  morning,  that  the  Britifli  army  had  begun 
their  march,  immediately  difpatched  an  order  to 
Lee  to  attack  them  ;  acquainting  him  at  thc  lame 
time,  tliat  he  was  marching  diredly  to  his  fupport, 
and  that  for  the  greater  expedition,  he  (hould  caufc 
his  men  to  difincumber  themfelves  of  that  part  of 
their  baggage,  which  (it  appears  from  hence)  tbcy 
carried  upon  their  backs.  To  his  great  fiurprizc 
and  mortification,  however,  when  he  had  marched 
above  five  miles,  he  met  thc  whole  advanced  corps 
retreating,  which  they  informed  him  was  by  Gene- 
ral Lee*s  orders,  without  their  making  thc  fmalleft 
oppofition,  excepting  the  fingle  fire  of  one  detach- 
ment, to  repuUc  the  oritifh  light  Horfe. 

Thc  General  found  the  rear  of  thc  retreating 
corps  hard  preffed  by  the  enemy  ;  but,  by  forming 
them  anew,  undpr  the  brave  and  (pirited  exertions 
of  their  officers,  (as  he  fays)  he  foon  checked  thc 
advance  of  the  Britifh  forces  ;  aad,  having  by  this 
means  gained  time  to  plant  fome  batteries  of  can- 
non, and  to  bring  up  frefh  forces,  thc  engagement 
hung  in  an  equal  poize.  In  this  fituation,  (he  con- 
tinues)  the  enemy  finding  themfelves  warmly  op- 
pofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  his  left 
flank ;  but  were  bravely  repulfed  and  driven  back 

by 
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by  fotne  detached  parties  of  Infantry.  A  fimilar  I7:§. 
attempt  on  the  right,  was  repelled  by  General  ^^-'^>^ 
Green  ;  who  afterwards,  in  conjunftionwith  Gen. 
"Wayne,  took.fuch  pofitions  and  kept  up  fo  fevere 
arid  well  direded  a  fire,  as  compelled  the  Britifli 
forces  to  retire  behind  that  defile,  where  the  firft 
itand  had  been  made  in  the  beginning  of  the  a£lion. 

In  that  fituatlon,  in  which  their  flanks  were  fe- 
c*urcd  by.thick  woods  and  morafles,  and  their  front 
only  aflailable  through  a  narrow  defile,  he  notwith- 
ftanding  made  difpofitions  (he  fays)  for  attacking 
them  ;  but  the  darknefs  came  on  fo  faft,  as  not  to 
afford  time  for  their  furmounting  the  impediments 
in  their  way,  The  main  body,  however,  lay  all 
night  upon  their  arms  on  the  place  of  adion,  as  the 
detached  parties  did  in  the  feveral  pofitions  which 
tJicy  had  been  ordered  to  take,  under  a  full  deter- 
niination  of  attacking  th^  Britifli  army  when  the 
day  appeared  ;  but  they  retreated  in  fuch  profound 
iikncc  in  the  night,  thjit  the  moft  advanced  pofts, 
and  thofe  very  near  them,  knew  nothing  of  their 
departure  untU  morning. 

.  Wafliington  reprefents  the  number  of  Britifli  buried 
by  the  Americans,  to  be  about  four  times  greater, 
than  the  lofs  acknowledged  by  our  Gazette  ;  and 
his  own,  as  much  under  that  (tate.  He  fays,  they 
carried  off  their  wounded,  excepting  four  oflicers, 
and  about  forty  foldiers.  He  gives  high  and  un- 
ufual  praile,  and  cxpreffes  himfelf  under  the  greateft 
oWigation  to  the  zeal,  bravery,  and  conduft  of  his 
officers ;  and  fays,  the  behaviour  of  the  troops  in 
general,  after  they  had  recovered  from  the  furprize, 
occafioned  by  the  retreat  of  the  advanced  corps, 
was  fuch  as  could  not  be  furpaffed.  The  public 
acknowledgements  of  the  Congrcfs,  were  very  flat- 
tering to  the  army,  but  particularly  fo  to  the  Gene- 
ral and  to  his  oflicers ;  in  which  they  aflcctcd  to 
confider  this  aSion  as  a  battle,  and  tlic  rc-luh  as  a 

great 
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1778.  great   and  important  viftory,   obtained  over  the 
^<^^^'r^^  grand  Britifh  army,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  their  General. 

• 
Wafliington  took  care  to  inform  the  Congrels, 
that  the  nature  of  the  country  rendered  any  further 
purfuit  of  the  Britifli  army  fruitlcfs,  and  all  attempts 
to  diilurb  their  embarkation  at  Sandy  Hook,  equally 
impra£ticable  and  dangerous.  He  accordingly  de- 
tachcd  only  fome  light  troops  to  obferve  and  attend 
their  motions,  and  drew  off  the  main  body  of  the 
army  to  the  borders  of  the  North  River.  The 
Amt:!ricans  loft  fome  officers  of  name  in  this  adion; 
particularly  a  Colonel  Boimer  of  Pcnfylvania,  and 
a  major  Dickenfori  of  Virginia,  both  of  whom 
were  much  regretted. 


General 
Jjcc  put 

under 
an  arrefl, 
and  tried 
by  a 
Court 
Martial. 


It  ap}>ears  that  General  Wafliington  ufcd  fome 
very  harlh  and  fevcre  expreflions,  in  the  face  of  the 
army,  to  General  Lee,  upon  meeting  him,  on  the 
retreat  of  his  corps  from  the  place  of  adion  ;  a- 
mounting  to  a  direft  charge  of  difobedience  of 
orders,  want  of  conduft,  or  want  of  courage.  This 
produced  two  paflionate  letters  from  Lee,  (who 
was  likewifc  put  under  arrcft)  with  an  anfwcr  from 
Wafliington,  all  written  in  the  day  lor  night  of  the 
adion.  A  court  martial  was  inltaiitly  demanded, 
and  as  inflantly  ordered ;  and  fo  readily  carried 
4fito  execution,  as  to  be  opened  at  Brunfwick  on 
the  4th  of  July.  The  charges  laid  againft  Lee 
were,  firft,  difobedience  of  orders,  in  not  attacking 
the  enemy  on  the  28th  of  June,  agreeable  to  re- 
peated inftrudions.  For  miibchaviour  before  the 
enemy  on  the  fame  day,  by  making  an  unnccciTary, 
difordcrly,  and  fliameful  retreat.  And  laflly,  for 
difrcfpeft  to  the  Commander  in  chief,  by  the  two 
letters  we  have  mentioned.  The  refult  of  the  Court, 
after  a  trial  which  lafted  to  the  12th  of  Augull, 
was .  the  finding  General  Lee  guilty  of  the  firil 
charge.     The  linding  him  in  part  guilty  of  the 

fccond. 
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fecond, "  Of  mifbthaviour  before  the  enemy,  by  1778. 
making  an  unneceffary,  and,  in  fome  few  inftances,  v-^^vx^ 
a  difordcrly  retreat."  They  alfo  found  him  guihy 
of  difrefpeft  to  the  commander  in  chief ;  and  fen- 
tenced  him,  to  be  fufpended  from  any  command  in 
the  armies  of  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of 
twelve  months.  It  is  impoflible  for  us  to  enter  into 
the  merits  of  this  fentcnce ;  in  which  party  might 
have  had  a  great  Ihare.  When  a  difpute  had  been 
carried  to  fo  great  an  height,  between  an  officer 
on  whom  the  Americans  repofed  their  chief  confe- 
quence,  and  one  fubordinate  and  lefs  popular,  it  is 
not  diriicuh  to  divine  where  the  blame  will  be  laid. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Britifh  army  arrived  at  B„'tifti 
the  high  lands  of  Navcfmk,  in  the  neighbourhood  army 
of  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  !aft  of  June;  at  which  latter  arrives 
place,  tiTe  iieet  from  t!ie  Delaware,    under  Lord***5^« 
Howe,  after  being  detained  in  that  river  by  calms,  ^'^^1^ 
had  mofl  fortunately  ai  rived  on  the  preceding  day.  ^f  Sandy 
It  had  happened  in  rhe  preceding  winter,  that  the  Hook, 
peninfula  of  Sandy  Hook,  had  been  cut  oflF  from 
the  continent,  and  converted  to  an  abfolute  ifland, 
by  a  violent  breach  of  the  fea ;  a  circumftancc  then 
of  little  moment,  but  which  might  now  have  been 
attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confequences.     By  the 
happy  arrival  of  the  ilcet,  at  the  inftant  when  its 
aflillance  was  fo  critically  neceffary,  the  ability  of 
the  noble  commander,  and  the  extraordinary  efliirts 
of  the  feamen,  this  impediment  was  fpeedily  re- 
moved ;   a  bridge  of  boats  being  completed  with 
fuch  expedition,  that  the  whole  army  was  paifed 
over  this  new  channel  on  the  5th  of  July ;  and 
were  afterwards  conveyed  with  eafe  to  New  York; 
neither  army  nor  navy  yet  knowing  the  circum- 
ilances  of  danger  and  ruin  in  which  they  had  been 
fo  nearly  involved. 

For  an  uncxpcfted  enemy  had  now  arrived  on 
the  coaft  of  North  America,  who  was  to  give  a  new, 

and 
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1778.  and  a  ftrange  turn  to  the  circumflanccs  of  the  war. 

^^^^^^^"^^  On  the  fecond  day  after  the  conveyance  of  the 

•Q,£|-_      array  from  Sandy  Hook,  Lord  Howe  received  in- 

taing       telligence  by  his  cruizers,  that  D'Eftaing's  fleet  had 

arrives      been  fccn  on  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  on  thd  very  day 

on  the      that  the  army  had  paffcd  the  bridge  at  Sandy  Hook. 

America  ^^  D'Eftaing  had  met  the  tranfports,  either  in  the 

'  Delaware,  or  on  the  paflage  from  thence,  loaded 

and  encumbered  as  they  were,  and  convoyed  only 

by  two  fhips  of  the  line,  with  a  number  of  frigates^ 

,the  confcquencc  with  refpeft  to  the  fleet  is  obvious. 

But  it  may  not  fo  immediately  appear,  that  the 

fate  of  the  army  was  fo  intimately  combined  with 

that  of  the  fleet,  that  the  defliruftion  of  the  one, 

would  have  been  the  inevitable  lofs  of  the  other. 

For  as  the  army  could  not  then,  by  any  poiSible 

means,  have  profccutcd  its  way  to  New  York,  and 

would  have  been^enclofcd  on  one  fide  by  the  Ame* 

rican  army,  and  on  the  other  by  the  French  fleet, 

cut  off  from  all  fupply  of  provifion,  and  deftitute 

of  every  refource,    at   repetition  of  the  Saratoga 

cataftrophe,  muft  have  been  the  certain  confequence. 

Although  this  fatal  event  was  prevented  by  the 
bad  weather,  and  unexpected  impediments,  which 
D'Eftarng  met  with  on  his  voyage ;  yet,  if  he  had 
direftcd  his  courfe  directly  to  New  York,  inftead  of 
the  Chefapcak  or  Delaware,  things  could  fcarcely 
have  been  better ;  as  he  would  then  have  come 
upon  the  fleet  and  army,  when  they  were  entangied, 
either  with  the  laying  or  pafling  of  the  bridge  at 
Sandy  Hook.  In  either  circumftance  deftrudion 
would  have  been  inevitable  ;  and  would  have  been 
of  an  amount  and  magnitude,  with  refped  both  to 
the  marine  and  land  fervice,  and  the  cqnfequenccs 
hanging  upon  it,  which,  perhaps,  has  not  been 
equalled  of  late  ages.  But  D*Eftaing*s  great  objcft 
^  was  the  furpritc  0/  the  fleet  in  the  Delaware,  and 
tlie  confcquent  enclofure  of  the  army  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  fortunately  the  winds  and  weather  fruflrated 

hfs 
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his  defign.     Upon  the  whole,  it  may  not  be  eafy   1778. 
to  point  out  a  more  fignal  or  providential  deliverance,  v^i^-vv:^ 

The  danger,  though  Itffened,  was  not,  however,  D'Ef- 
immediately  removed;  and  it  ftill  required  the  moft  taing 
confummate  ability  and  fortitude,  to  render  ^'^^f^f^^i^ 
kindne^  of  fortune  effeftive.     On  the  4th  day  after  gritifh 
the  account  was  received  of  his  arrival  on  the  coaft,  flea  at 
and  fubfcquent  advice  of  his  having  anchored  at  Sandy 
the  Delaware  being  alfo  received,  D*Eltaing  ap-  Hook, 
pcared  fuddcnly,  and  rather  unexpeftedly,  in  fight 
of  the  Britiih  fleet  at  Sandy  Hook.     His  force  was  J^'^  ^*- 
great,  and  in  good  coi^dition,  confifting  of  twelve 
Slips  of  the  line,  and  thifce  frigates  of  fuperior  fize. 
Among  the  former,   were  fcveral  (hips  of  great 
force  and  weight  of  metal ;  one  carrying  90,  ano- 

'  ther  80,  and  lix  carrying  74  guns  each  ;  and  the 
fquadron  was  faid  to  have  no  leis  than  eleven  thou' 
fand  men  on  board.  On  the  other  fide,  the  Britifh 
fleet  under  Lord  Howe,  confifted  of  fix  fixty-four 
gun  (hips,  three  of  fifty,  and  two  of  forty  guns, 
Vfith  fome  frigates  and  lloops.     Mod  of  the  former 

^  had  been  long  on  fervke,  were  accordingly  in  bad 
condition,  and  were  alfo  wretchedly  manned.  If 
any  thing,  however,  could  remedy  fuch  eflential  de- 
fers, it  might  have  been  hoped  for,  from  the  fupe- 
rior abilities  of  their  Commander,  and  tl>e  excel- 
lency of  his  Officers. 

« 

They  had,  however,  the  advantage  of  being  in 
poflcffion  of  that  port  or  harbour  wliich  is  formed 
by  Sandy  Hook ;  the  entrance  of  which  is  covered 
by  a  bar,  and  from  whence  the  inlet  paffes  to  New 
York.  The  expefted,  and  avowed  objeft  oF 
D'Eftaing,  was  to  force  t)jat  paffage,  and  to  attacl^ 
the  Englifh  fquadron  in  the  harbour.  Notwith- 
ilanding  the  utmoft  exertions  of  preparation  made 
by  Lord  Howe,  that  the  time  could  poffibly  admit; 

?ret,  from  contrary  winds,  and  other  unavoidable 
ncidents,  the  Ihips  were  not  completely  jarrived  in 

their 
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.1778-  their  rcfpeftivc  (ituationsof  defence,  nor  had  there 
been  time  to  chufe  thofe  iituations  with  the  judg- 
ment which  wa^  afterwards  exercifed,  when  D'Eitaing 
appeared  without  the  Hook.  Under  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  which,  with  refpeft  to  the  effect,  might  be 
confidered,  in  fome  degree,  as  affording  the  advan- 
tages of  a  furprife,  if  he  had  pufhed  on  dire^y  to 
pais  the  bar  and  force  the  paffage,  it  would  feem, 
that  neither  the*  advantage  of  Utuation,  nor  any 
eminence  of  ability  or  virtue  on  the  other  fide, 
could  be  capable  of  counterading  the  vaft  fuperiority 
of  his  force.  The  confiid  would  have  been  un- 
doubtedly dreadful ;  and  perhaps,  in  that  refpcd, 
might  have  exceeded  any  thing  known  in  naval 
hiftory ;  but  the  greateft  portion  of  human  fpirit, 
muft  require  fome  adequate  degree  of  ftrength,  to 
render  its  exertions  effc&ive. 

A  diverfity  of  opinion  feems  to  prevail,  on  the 
praflicability  of  the  great  fhips  of  the  French  fleet 
pafling  in  force  through  the  {trait,  and  over  the  bar. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  it  might  have  been  at- 
tempted with  prudence.  If  fo,  it  may  be  confi- 
dered as  a  happinefs  on  all  fides,  that  D'Eftaing 
was  not  poffeifed  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize  which 
would  have  been  equal  to  fo  arduous  an  attempt ; 
that  the  terror  of  the  Britifh  Hag  was  yet  in  no  de- 
gree weakened ;  and  that  the  name  of  the  noble 
Commander  who  oppofed  him,  added  fome  weight 
to  that  effe£t.  D'Eftaing  accordingly  caft  anchor 
on  the  Jerfey  fide,  about  four  xmles  without  die 
Hook,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmall  town  of 
Shrewfbury.  ^ 

The  fpirit  that  was  difplayed  on  this  occafion, 
hot  only  in  the  fleet  and  army,  but  through  every 
order  and  denomination  of  feamen,  was  never  ex- 
ceeded, and  will  not  often  be  equalled.  A  thou- 
fand  volunteers  were  immediately  difpatched  from 
the  tranfports  to  the  fleet.  -  The^^Femainder  of  the 
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crews,  could  not  reftrain  their  indignation  at  being  1 778. 
left  behind,  and  fought  every  poffible  fneans,  by 
hiding  in  the  boats  or  otherwifc,  to  efcape  on  board 
the  men  of  war ;  fo  that  the  agents  could  fcarccly 
keep  by  force  a  fufficient  number  of  hands  for  the 
watch  of  their  refpe£tive  ihips.  The  mailers  and 
mates  of  the  merchantmen  and  traders  at  New 
York>  folicited  employment  with  thegreateft  earncft^ 
Xiefs  ;  and  took  their  ftations  at  the  guns  with  the 
common  failors.  Others  hazarded  every  thing,  by 
putting  to  fea  in  light  veiTels,  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  enemy,  and  perform  other  neceffary  ferviccs. 
One  in  particular,  with  a  noble  difmtercftcdnefs 
and  gaUaqtry^  which  may  be  compared  with  any 
thing  known  in  hiftory,  offered  to  convert  his  veifel 
(in  which  his  whole  hope  and  fortune  lay)  into  a 
firefhip,  to  be  conduced  by  himfelf ;  and  fpurncd 
with  difdain  every  propofal  of  indemnification  or 
reward* 

It  will  afford  no  furprlfe^  that  this  fpirit  (hould 
fiiine  out  in  the  army  with  equal  lufture  ;  and  that 
the  light  infantry  and  grenadiers,  who  hai'fcarcely 
recovered  the  fatigue  of  a  moft  toilfome  and  dan- 
gerous march,  and  widi  many  of  the  officers  wounds 
ftiU  green  and  fore^  fliould,  notwithftanding,  con- 
tend with  fuch  eagemefe,  to  ferve  on  board  the 
men  of  war  as  marines,  that  the  point  oi  honour 
^^ras  obliged  to  be  decided  by  lots.  In  a  word,  the 
public  fpirit,  2eal,  bravery,  and  magnanimity,  dif- 
played  upon  this  occafion,  would  have  ftamped  a 
chorader  upon  a  nation  that  before  had  none  ;  and 
is  an  honour  even  to  this  country.  It  muft  how- 
ever, be  acknowledged  that  the  popularity  of  the 
noble  Conunander,  and  the  confidence  founded  on 
his  great  qualities,  contributed  not  a  little  to  thefe 
exertions* 

The  French  fleet  continued  at  anchor  in  the  pofi- 
ttou  we  have  mentioned,  and  taking  in  water  and 

D  d  d  d  pro* 
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1778.  provifions,  for  eleven  days.  It  may  be  well  fup- 
^-^^y^^  pofed,  that  as  D'Eftaing  did  not  profit  of  the  firll 
opportunity  that  offered,  that  any  attempt  made  by 
him,  after  the  exertions  on  the  other  fide  had  taken 
their  full  efied,  and  the  judicious  defenfive  difpofi- 
tions  made  by  the  the  Britifh  Admiral  were  completed, 
would  have  been  not  only  ineffe^al,  but  proba- 
bly (notwithftandmg  the  fuperiority  of  his  force) 
ruinous.  Neither  the  confidence  arifing  firom 
D'Eflaing's  hefitation,  or  from  their  own  courage, 
was,  however,  any  allay  to  the  mixed  paffions  of 
grief  and  indignation  which  now  agitated  the  Bri- 
tifh feamen.  They  endured  the  inortificatxon,  for 
the  firfl  time,  of  feeing  a  Britifli  fleet  flocked  up 
and  infulted  in  their  own  harbour,  and  the  French 
flag  flying  triumphant  without ;  and  this  was  ftiU 
more  deeply  embittered  and  aggravated,  by  be- 
holding  every  day,  velTels  under  Englifli  colours 
(who  had  flill  been  ignorant  of  the  lofs  of  their  ufiial 
proteftion),  captured  under  their  eyes  by  the  enemy. 
They  looked  out  every  hour  with  the  utmoft  anxi- 
ety, and  in  the  moft  eager  expedation,  for  the  arri- 
val of  Byron's  fquadron. 

Jnly  2«.        D'Eflaing*s  fleet  at  length  appeared  under  way ; 

D'Ef-       ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  favourable,  and  the  ipring 

taing        tides  at  the  higheft,  (the  water  rifing  that  aftcrnoca 

fails  from  thirty  feet,  on  the  bar)    it  was  expeded  that  he  in- 

^"^y       tended  to  carry  his  long  delayed  menace  into  exe- 

cution  ;  and  that  that  day  would  have  afforded  one 

of  the  hottefl  and  moft  defparate  engagements  that 

had  every  been  fought,  during  the  long  enmity  and 

rivalfhip  that  had  fubfifled  between  the  two  nations. 

Every  thing  was  at  ftake  on  the  Britifh  fide.     If  the 

naval   force  was  deflroyed,  (and  nothing  lefs  dian 

dcflruftion  or  victory  would  have  ended  the  coniifi) 

the  vaft  fleet  of  tranfports  and  vidullers,    with  the 

army,  muft  all  have  fallen  along  with  it.    D'Eftaing, 

however,  thought  the  attempt  too  dangerous  ;  and 

ihaping 
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ihaping  his  courfc  anptbcr  way,  was  in  a  few  hours    1778* 
out  of  fight,  <^r>r\j 

Notliing  was,  ever  more  critical  than  this  com- 
mander's ftay  at  Sandy  Hook ;  and  few  things 
cotu^ld  be  more  fortunate  in  the  prefent  circum- 
ftances,  than  his  departure  at  the  exaft  period  that 
he  did.  For  if  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  Admiral 
Byron's  fleet  had  arrived  during  his  ilay,  confider- 
ing  the  ruined  (late  in  which  it  reached  the  coafts 
of  America,  there  could  fcarccly  have  been  a  hope, 
of  its  not  falling,  almoft,  a  dcfencclefs  prey  into 
his  hands.  That  unfortunate  fquadron  is  faid  to 
have  been,  in  many  refpefts,  badly  equipped  and 
provided.  In  this  ftate  they  had  the  fortune  of 
meeting  unufual  bad  weather  for  the  feafon  ;  and 
being  feparated  in  different  (torms,  and  lingering 
through  a  tedious  paflage,  arrived,  fcattercd, broken, 
iickly,  diOnafled,  or  otherwife  damaged,  in  various 
degrees  of  diftrefs,  upon  different  and  remote  parts 
of  the  coaft  of  America.  Between  the  departure  of 
D'Eflaing  on  the  22d,  and  the  30th  of  July,  the 
Renown,  of  50  guns,  from  the  Weft  Indies,  the 
Raifonable  and  Centurion  of  64  and  50,  from  Hali- 
fax, and  the  Cornwall,  (one  of  Admiral  Byron's 
fquadron)  of  74  guns,  all  arrived  fingly  at  Sandy 
Hook.  The  joyarifmg  from  this  reinforcement, 
could  fcarccly  be  fuperior  to  that  excited  by  a  fenfe 
of  the  imminent  danger  which  they  had  fo  fortu- 
nately efcaped.  It  feemed  no  lefs  an  inftance  of 
good^fortune,  that  the  Cornwall  was  in  better  con- 
dition than  moft  pf  the  other  fliips  of  that  fquadron, 

* 
This  failure  of  the  excellently  laidfcheme,  which 
had  been  concerted  by  the  French  miniftry  with 
the  American  deputies  at  Paris,  for  the  furprize 
and  capture  of  the  Britifh  fleet  ahd  army,  whether 
on  the  Delaware  or  its  borders,  neccilarily  called 
for  new  counfels  and  meafures.  Rhode  Idand  was 
the  objcd  now  fixed  upon,    as  tliat  which  would 

admit 
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1778.  admit  the  mutual  operation  of  the  new  alUcs  by 
land  and  fca.  This  was  the  motive  of  D'Eftaing's 
departure  from  Sandy  Hook  j  and  for  this  purpofe. 
General  Sullivan  aiTemblcd  a  body  of  troops  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Providence,  for  .an  invafion  of 
the  ifland,  on  its  north  end,  from  the  continent ; 
whilft  D'Eftaing,  was  to  enter  the  harbour  erf  New- 
port, near  its  fouthcrn  extremity,  and  after  dcftroy- 
ing  the  (hipping,  by  a  powerful  Iflauh  on  the  works 
facing  the  fca,  to  place  the  Britiih  forces  between 
two  fires. 


D'Ef.  The  French  fleet  either  blocked  up  or  entered 

ta^^g  the  feveral  inlets,  between  which  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
Rhod*  *^  *^^  adjoinining  leffcr  iflands,  are  enclofed,  and  which 
lilaodf  ^^^"^  *  communication  more  or  lefs  navigable  in 
the  diflFcrent  branches,  between  the  open  fca  and 
the  back  continent^  on  the  29th  of  July.  The  main 
dody  call  anchor  without  Brenton's  Ledge,  about 
five  miles  from  Newport ;  two  of  their  line  of  battle 
ihips  ran  up  the  Naraganfet  paifage,  and  anchored 
off  the  north  end  of  the  ifland  Conanicut,  where 
they  were  fhut  up  feveral  days  from  rejoining  the 
fleet  by  contrary  winds ;  x^hilc  fome  of  their  frigates, 
entering  the  Seconnct  paflage,  occafioncd  the  blow- 
ing up  of  the  King  Fiflicr  floop  and  two  armed  gal- 
lics, which  could  not  other  wife  avoid  falUng  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Major  General  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  command* 
cd  the  Britifh  Forces,  took  every  mcafurc  in  the 
power  of  a  brave  and  experienced  ofliccr,  that 
could  tend  to  a  vigorous  and  mpfl  obftinate  de« 
fence.  The  troops,  artillery,  and  cattle,  were  im- 
mediately conveyed  from  the  ifland  of  Conanicut ; 
the  troops  jit  the  out  poftisin  Rhode  Ifland,  were 
in  conftant  rcadincfs,  at  the  firft  fignal,  to  join  the 
main  body }  the  works  to  the  fca  were  ftrengthencd 
by  every  poflible  means,  and  the  feamen  belong- 
ing tQ  th^  vtflels  that  Wprc  dcftroyed,  as  well  as 

thofc 
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thofe  that  could  be  fpared  from  others,  were  called  1778. 
to  their  favourite  occupation  of  ferving  the  artiU 
Icry.  The  tranfports  (which  muft  otherwife  have 
falkn  into  the  enemies  hands,  were  funk  in  difie« 
rent  parts  of  thofe  channels  and  paflages,  which 
might  have  afforded  them  an  opportunity  of  attack- 
ing the  works  with  advantage.  The  royal  frigates 
were  removed  as  far  from  danger  as  poffible  ;  but 
as  their  lofs  or  deftrufkion  mull  be  inevitable  in  the 
profecution  of  the  enemy's  defign,  they  were  dif- 
mantled  of  their  artillery  and  (lores,  and  the  necef- 
fary  meafures  taken  for  fecuring  the  latter  part  of 
the  alternative* 

Two  oppoiite  bays,  in  the  inlqts,  on  the  eaftem 
and  weilem  fides  of  the  ifland,  comprefs  it  fo 
much,  as  to  form  a  kind  of  Ifthmus,  by  which  the 
fouthern  end,  that  fpreads  into  the  ocean^  is  con- 
neftcd  with  the  main  body.  The  town  of  New- 
port lies  juft  within  this  peninfula,  at  the  opening 
of  the  Ihftmus,  on  the  weftern  fide  of  the  ifland, 
and  facing  the  ifland  of  Conanicut ;  the  fpace  be- 
tween both  forming  a  bay,  which  includes,  or 
forms  the  harbour.  The  inlet  to  the  harbour  from 
the  fea,  called  the  middle  Channel,  is  narrow,  and 
cnclofed  by  Brenton's  Point,  and  the  oppofite  point 
of  Cananicut,  which  form  the  fouthern  extremities 
of  both  iflands.  A  bar  of  high  grounds,  which 
crofies  the  Ifthmus  from  channel  to  channel  above 
Newport,  was  ftrongly  covered  with  lines,  redoubts, 
and  artillery  f  fo  that  the  Peninfula  might  be  con- 
fidered  as  a  garrifon,  diftind  from  the  reft  of  the 
ifland ;  and  under  the  protedion  of  a  fuperior 
naval  force,  might  in  a  great  meafure  defy  any 
attempts  from  the  northern  fide,  fuppofmg  that  an 
enemy  had  made  good  its  landing  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances.  But  the  enemy  being  mafters  by  fea,  ren- 
dered the  talk  of  defence,  under  the  apprehenfion 
of  an  attack  on  both  fides  at  the  fame  time,  ex- 
ceedingly arduous.    The  coxmnander  had  however^ 

juft 
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1778/  juft  before,  received  a  reinforcement  of  five  batta' 

^^y^r^^J   lions  ;   tiie  troops  were  in  excellent  condition  and 

fpirit ;  aad  the  body  of  feamen  both  with  rcfpcd 

to  labour  and   danger,  were  no  fmall  addition  to 

their  means  of  refiftance. 

The  force  deftined  againft  them  by  land,  was 
not  fo  confiderable  as  their  information  had  led 
them  to  apprehend.  The  bufmcfs  on  that  fide 
feems  to  have  been  committed  moftly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, to  the  northern  colonics,  who  were  thofc 
immediately  concerned  in  the  event.  General  Sul- 
livan, is  however  faid  to  have  affembled  about 
1 0,000  men ;  of  whom,  at  Icaft  half,  were  com- 
pofed  of  volunteers  from  New  England  and  Con- 
neflicut.  As  the  operations  of  the  French  fleets 
were  regulated  by  thofe  of  the  army  on  land,  they 
continued  inaftive,  until  Sullivan  was. in  condition 
to  pafs  ovei  from  the  continent  to  the  north  end 
of  the  ifland.  On  the  8th  of  Auguft,  finding  that 
meafurc  in  forwardnefs,  and  the  wind  being  favour- 
able, they  entered  the  harbour  under  an  ealy  fail, 
cannonading  the  batteries  and  town  as  they  pafied, 
and  receiving  their  fire,  withour  any  material  efie£t 
on  citlier  fide.  They  anchored  above  the  town» 
between  Groat  Ifland  and  Conanicut,  but  nearer  to 
the  latter,  on  which  both  the  French  and  Americans 
had'parties  for  fome  days  pall. 

« 

As  foon  as  the  determination  of  \he  enemy  to 
enter  the  harbour  became  apparent,  the  command- 
ers found  themfelves  under  the  grievous  ncccfliiy  of 
burning  the  Orpheus,  Lark,  Juno,  and  Cerberus 
frigates  ; '  as  they  were  foon  after  of  finking  the 
Flora  and  Falcon. 

As  foon  as  Lord  How  received  advice  of  the 
danger  of  Rhode  Ifland,  he  determined  to  attempt 
every  thing,  which  rcfolutioft,  under  the  direfikion 
of   reafon  and  judgment,   could  undertake  for  its 

pre- 
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prefcrvation.  His  fquadron,  notwithftanding  •  the  1778. 
late  reinforcement,  was  ftiil,  with  refpeft  to  efFec-  ^>^v'>^ 
live  force,  and  weight  of  metal,  fo  far  inferior  to  . 
the  enemy,  that  to  hazard  an  engagement,  without 
fome  collateral  advantage  to  counteraA  {o  great  ai 
fuperiority,  would  fcem  a  degree  of  rafhnefs  incon- 
filtent  with  his  character.  In  point  of  number,  he 
was  indeed  fuperior  to  the  French,  his  fquadron 
now  confifting  of.  one  74,  feven  64,  and  five  50 
gun  fliips,  behdes  fcveral  frigates  ;  but  the  great 
deficiency  in  other  refpcfts,  appears  from  the  bare 
recital  of  the  rates.  Every  thing  in  fuch  a  fituation 
was,  however,  to  be  tried,  and  he  was  determined 
that  nothing  fliould  be  left  undone  The  account 
indeed  he  received  of  the  feparated  Hate  of  the 
French  fleet,  fome  of  them  involved  in  the  chan- 
nels, and  the  bulk  lying  without,  afforded  fome 
room  for  a  hope,  that  he  might  bring  on  an  engage- 
ment upon  more  equal  terms  tlian  could  have  been 
otherwife  expefted. 

But  notwithftanding  the  utmoft  poflibic  cxpedi-     "^'  ^ 
iion,  he  met'  with  inch  unavoidable  delays,  that  he  Lord 
was  not  able  to  reach  Rhode  Iflahd,  until  the  day  ^^*^^ 
after  the  French  fleet  had  entered   that  harbour.  RiJodc*^ 
From  the  fituation  in  which  the  enemy  now  lay,  ifland 
he  was  enabled  to   communicate  dirediy  with  G.e« 
neral  Pigot ;    the  refult  of  which  was>  that  under 
the   prefent  circumftances,   the  aflTording  him  any 
^ifenual  relief  was  impracticable. 

A  fudden  change  of  wind  'to  the  north-eaft, 
aflbrded  an  equal  change  of  circumflances,  and  on 
the  fcllowing  day,  the  French  admiral  ftood  out 
to  fca  with  the  whole  fleet,  thofe  in  the  Naraganfet 
Paffage,  as  well  as  the  port.  Lord  How,  juftly 
deeming  the  weather-gage  too  great  an  advantage 
to  be  added  to  the  fuperior  force  of  the  cnemy> 
contended  for  that  objecl  with  all  the  ikill  and  judg- 
Aicnt  incident  to  an  able  and  experienced  fcamen. 

On 


176]  ne  HISTORY  of  fb0         ChakXVEL 

1778.  On  the  other  hand,  D'Eftaingy  notwithftaadii^  his 
^/'^o^  fuperiority»  was  as  eager  to  prcferve  this  advantage, 
as  his  adverfary  to  obtain  it.  This  conteft  of  fea* 
manfliip  prevented  an  engagement  on  that  day ; 
but  the  wind  on  the  following  dill  continuing  ad* 
verfe  to  the  defign  of  the  Britim  Admiral,  he  deter- 
Aug.  ii»  mined  to  make  the  beft  of  the  prefent  circumftanccs, 
and  to  engage  the  enemy ;  forming  the  line  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  joined  by  three  fire  lliips^ 
which  were  under  the  tow  of  as  many  frigates«  A 
ftrong  gale,  of  wind,  which  afterwards  increaicd 
to  a  violent  tempeft,  and  continued  for  near  48 
hours,  not  only  put  by  the  engagement  by  feparat- 
ing  the  fleets,  for  the  prefent,  but  fcattered  them 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  caufed  fo  much  damage  on 
both  fides,  as  rendered  an  engagement  for  fome 
time  impradicable. 

Great 

damage        The  French  fuflScred    greatly  in    this  tempeft^ 

done,  to     ^q    q(  j^cir  capital  fhips  being  dilmafled,    and 

p      ,      others  much  damaged.     Some  untoward  (ituations, 

fleet  br     ^^^  imufual  circumftances,  were  produced  by  this 

a  ▼iolent   conflifl   of  the  elements.     The  Languedoc  of  90 

ftonn.      guns,  D'Eilaiog's  own  fhip,   had  loft  all  her  malUi 

and  was  met  in  that  condition  on  the  evening  of 

the  1 3th,  by  the  Renown  of  50  guns,  Capt.  Daw- 

fon,  who  attacked  her  with  fuch  fury,  as  well  as 

judgment  and  advantage,  that  no  doubt  could  have 

been  entertained  of  the  event,  if  the  day  light  had 

continued.     But  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  and 

freflinefs  of  the  gale,   whofe  violence  was  not  yet 

?[utte  allayed,  compelled  Captain  Dawfon  to  ceafe 
rom  his  attack,  after  he  had  poured  feveral  broad- 
fides  clofe  into  her,  and  had,  befidcs  other  apparent 
damage  (hot  away  her  rudder.  He,  however^  lay 
to,  as  clofely  as  poflible,  for  the  night  intending  to 
renew  the  attack  in  the  morning,  and  confideriog 
heras  little  lefs  than  a  certain  prize.  The  appear* 
ance  of  fix  French  men  of  war,  by  whom  he  was 
chafed  at  day  light,  and  who  were  poihbly  led  that 

way 
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way1)y  the  firing,  put  lan  end  to  Daiirfons  hopes,  1778. 
and  relieved  the  French  Admiral  from  this  very  v--^^*^^ 
urgent  diftrefs. 

Upon  the  fame  evening,  ai\d  about  the  fame 
hour,  the  Prefton,  like^^ife  of  50  guns.  Commo- 
dore Hotbam,  fell  in  with  the  Tonnant,  a  French 
80  gun  fhip,  with  only  her  main  maft  (landing. 
The  Commodore  attacked  her  with  the  fame  fpirit 
and  effed,  with  which  Captain  Dawfon  had  enga- 
ged the  Languedoc.  The  circumftances  were  like- 
wife  fimilar  in  every  refpeft.  The  night  obliged 
him  to  draw  oflF,  with  the  fame  intention  of  renew- 
ing the  engagement,  and  under  the  fame  certainty 
of  fuccefs  ;  whilft  the  appearance  of  a  part  of  the 
French  fleet  in  the  morning,  firuftrated  both 

The  circumftances  of  advantage  afforded  by  the  Q^^jf^n'^ 
tempcft,   were  not,  however,  entirely  confined  to  ^^i^^ 
one  fide.     It  held  out  one  on  the  other,  which  was  betvreea 
produ&ive  of  one  of  the  moft  gallant  and  brilliant  ^^pt-  - 
naval  actions,  of  this,  or  of  any  war.     The  Ifis  of  ^p^^^ 
50  guns,  Capt.  Raynor,  was  eagerly  chaced  and  j^,  ^f 
engaged  by  a  French  74  gun  flag-fhip,  fuppofed  to  50  guns 
be  the  Zele,  though  other  accounts  fay  the  Cef  ar.  and  a 
The  Frenchman  was  much  the  better  failor,  and  French 
the  circumftances  of  the  fliips  with  refped  to  the  ZJ  SjV* 
tcmpeft  were  the  fame,  they  having  both  entirely    ^^    ^ 
efcaped  the  effefts  of  its  fury.     In  this  very  unequal 
conteft,  in  which  the  greateft  refolution  and  fkill, 
would  feem  incapable  of  fupplying  the  deficiency  of 
force  on  the  one  fide,  a  clofe  and  defparate  engage- 
ment was  maintained  with  the  greateft  obftinacy  on 
both,  for  .an  hour  and  an  half  within  piftol  (hot 
diftance.     At  the  end  of  that  time  the  Ifis  had  ob« 
tained  fo  manifeft  a  fuperiority  in  the  a£kion,  that 
the  French   fhip  was  glad  to  put  before  the  wind, 
and  called  in  the  aid  of  all  her  fails  to  efcape  from 
fo  determined  an  enemy.    The  Ifis  had  fuffered  fo 

much 
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1778.    much  in  her  mads  and  rigging  as  'to  be  incapable 
'^^'■^^'^^    of  atieoipting  a  purfuit. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  whether  to  admire 
more,  the  gallantry  exhibited  in  this  fingutar  action, 
or  the  modefty  of  the  bra^vc  commander  in  his  ac* 
count  of  it.  This  was  indeed  fo  cs^reme,  that  his 
Admiral  was  obliged  isTome  degree  to  fupply  the 
defeat,  by  acquainting  the  Admirality,  that  the  ho- 
nour of  the  day  was  not  more  owing  to  the  relbla- 
tion  of  the  Captsdn,  or  the  intrepidity  of  his  offi- 
cers and  crew,  than  to  the  profelSonal  (kill  and  abi- 
lity of  the  former.  The  lofs  of  men  was  confider- 
able  on  the  French  fide,  and  IVL  de  Bougainville, 
the  celebrated  and  philofophic  navigator,  who  was 
their  commander,  i^  fiud  to  have  loft  an  arm  in  the 
aftion.  The  lofs  in  the  Ifis  was  very  moderate. 
The  high  honour  which  the  young  Duke  of  Ancaf- 
ter  acquired  as  a  volunteer  in  this  aftion^  only  ferves 
to  embitter  the  lofs  which  his  country  has  fince  fuf- 
tained,  by  the  premature  death  of  a  nobleman^  who 
fo  early  di/linguiihed  himfirlfin  her  fervice,  and 
from  whom  flie  had  io  much  to  expe£k. 


Although  die  Britifh  fquadron  iuffisred  much  Ids 
in  the  ftorm  than  the  French,  yet  their  damage  was 
fo  confiderable  as  unavoidabty  to  coft  fome  time  at 
Sandy  Hook  or  New-York,  in  proportion  to  their 
wants,  whether  oftly  to  refit  or  totepain  The  Frcndi 
fleet  returned  to  Rliode  Ifiand  on  the  ^oth,  where 
they  anchored  without  the  harbour,  and  failed  from 
thence  on  the  22d  forBofton,  in  order  torepair  their 
fhattered  ibips.  X^ord  Howe  hsving  got  his  flups 
in  condition  with  an  expedition  that  mrprized  every 
body,  purfued  them  with  the  greateft  cagemels, 
hoping  to  overtake  them  by  die  way* 


«i 


In  the  mean  time  General  Sullivan  had  landed  on 
the  north  end  of  Long  Ifland,vby  the  way  of  How- 

laud^s  Ferry,  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  h^tng  the  day 

.  •      '  that 


Chap.  XVIIL     Civil  War  in  AMERICA.        [579 

that  I>Eftaing'  went  out  of  the  harbour  to  meet    1778, 
Lord  Howe.     The  extreme  badncfs  of  the  weather  v^>^v->^ 
impeded  for  fome  days  the  bringing  forward  of  his 
ftores  and  artillery,  and  of  courlc  retarded  the  pro-  ^"5^^ 
grcfs  of  his  army.     On  the  17th,  however,  they  jand^on 
broke  ground  on  Honcyman*3  Hill,  near  the  Britifh  Long 
works,  and  began  to  conftruft  batteries,  and  to  Ifland 
form  fines  of  approach  ;  tteBritiih  forces  being  no 
lefe  adive,   in  throwing  up  ne>v  works,  and  con-     * 
flriidtiog  new  batteries  to  counteraft  theirs.      Wc 
basTC  ahready  obferved,  that  General  Pigot  was  un- 
dcr  no  great  apprehenfion  of  an  attack  in   front ; 
the  general  ofcjcft-of  apprehenfion  was  the  concur- 
rent afiault  of  D'Eftaing  oh  the  town  and  works  to 
the  water  j  but  the  great  point  of  danger  was  his 
landing  a  body  of  troops  in  the  fouthern  peninfuta, 
which  would  have  kud  the  garrifon  open  in  the 
rear,  whilft  they  were  defperately  engaged  on  the 
front  and  flank  in  defence  of  their  works.  * 

The  crkical  and  moft  titnely  appearance  of  Lord 
Howe  with  the  Britiih  iquadron,  happily  obviated 
this  apprehenfion  and  danger  in  the  firft  inftance  ; 
and  D*Eftaing*s  consequent  departure  or  flight  to 
Bofton  removed  them  entirely.  His  failing  out  of 
the  harbour  to  engage  liord  Howe,  does  not  fccm 
by  any  meahs  lo  have  been  a  judicious  meafure. 
The  nature  of  the  port  the  narrowncfs  of  the  paf- 
fage  from  the  fca,  with  the  means  of  <Jefence  afford- 
^dcdbytbe  Iflaad  of  Conanicut,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  himfelf  and  his  allies,  held  out,  all  toge- 
thcr,  fo  ftrong  a  fccurity  to  his  fleet,  that  fcarcely 
any  naval  fuperiority,  which,  however,  did  not  ex- 
ift,  could  have  juftified  any  attempt  upon  it.  In 
this  ftate,  it  would  feem,  that  he  Ihould  firft  have 
fccured  his  objeft,  which  ,appeart.  to  have  been 
much  within  his  roach,  before  ^he  put  out  to  fca, 
either  to  engage  or  to  fcek  for  I*ord  Howe.  But  va- 
nity feems  here  to  have  had  fome  (hare  in  his  deter- 
mination.   The  glory  of  vanquilhing  a  Britifli  fqua^ 
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dron,  and  of  obuidiiig  a  triuaaph  civck*  a  comman- 
der of  great  name,  and' of  a  country  vhich  fo  feU 
dom  afforded  fuch  laurels,  was  a  temptation  aot  to 
be  refifted  by  D'Eftaing. 

Yet,  after  all  the  ill  cottfequenoesof  this  vain  and 
ruinous  purfuit,  if  he  had  entered  the  harbour, 
and  co-operated  with  the  Americans,  in  conformity 
with  their  moft  eamefl  fdicitattons,  when  he  an* 
chored  the  fecond  time  before  Rbodc  lihnd^  i: 
would  feem  that  the  ftate  of  the  garrifim  wonld 
have  been  extiemely  perilous,  and  that  he  had  a 
fair  profped  of  retrieving,  by  a  ftrokc  of  no  iinall 
importance,  the  failiire  of  fucceis  in  his  grand  ob- 
jed.  Such  a  fuccefsful  co-operation  wouldiikewxfc 
have  had  a  wonderful  cSc&  iocondliatiiig  the  minds 
of  his  new  allies,  and  in  giving  them  an  idea, 
which  they  were  not  very  apt  to  entertain,  of  the 
vigour  and  efficacy  of  Fr^ich  councils  and  arois. 
It  may  indeed  be  objeded,  and  truly,  that  his  two 
difmaued  ihips  could  not  have  been  repaired^  nor, 
perhaps,  the  reft  of  his  fquadron  refitted,  at  Rhode 
liland  ;  but  as  they  might  have  continued  tbere  In 
perfed  fecurity  for  any  length  of  time,  if  he  had 
fucceeded  in  his  objed,  this  objedion  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  fuificient  weight  for  its  bdng  aban- 
doned. 

The  American  Army  in  Rhode  liland,  and  the 
people  of  the  Northern  colomes  in  general,  com- 
plained loudly  of  this  condud.  They  laid,  that 
they  had  been  led  into  an  expedition,  of  {prodigious 
expence,  labour,  trouble,  and  danger,  under  the 
affuranco  of  the  moft  efiedive  co-operation  of  the 
French  fleet.  That,  under  this  fan£tion,  tiiey  had 
committed  their  livc^  atld  liberties  on  the  inva&on 
of  an  Ifland,  where  without  a  naval  protcSion, 
they  were  likely  to  be  enclofed  like  wild  bcafts  in  a 
toil ;  and  that  in  this  fituatipn,  they  were  firft  do- 
fertcd,  for  a  vain  and  fruitlcfs  purf|stt|  and  then  ^o- 

tall) 


K  XVm.        Civil  War  i;f  A  M  £  R  I  C  A.      [581 

talljr  abandoQcdy  at  the  very  time  that  they  had  1 778. 
brought  the  bufiaefs  on  their  fide  to  the  point  of  Vi^^vw 
Gonpletion. 

Under  thefe  difcontents  and  apprehenfions,  Sul- 
liviin.was  deferted  by  the  New  England  and  Con- 
nefticut  volunteers,  who  eompofed  the  better  half 
of  his  army ;  and  by  this  means  if  we  credit  the 
American  accounts,  his  numbers  were  fo  much  re* 
dnced,  as  to  be  inferior,  in  point  of  foroe  to  the 
garrifon-  In  thefe  circumftances,  and  under  the 
immediate  apprehenfion  of  his  retreat  being  cut 
off,  SuUivan  extricated  himfelf  with  a  degree  of 
prudence  and  ability,  which  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  an  older  General ;  nor  would  the  behaviour 
of  his  troops  hare  difgraced  more  veteran  foldiers. 

Having  begun  to  fend  o£F  his  heavy  artillery  and  Sullivan 
baggage  on  the  26th  of  Auguft,  he  retreated  from  ??^"^" 
bis  hnca  on  the  29th ;  and  though  he  was  moil  vigo-  x^g^Q j, 
roufly  puriued,  and  repeatedly  attacked  in  every 
quarter  wherever  an  opening  was  made,  by  the 
Britifh  forces,  yet  he  took  his  meaiures  fo  well, 
and  had  chofen  bis  pods  fo  judicioufly,  that  al- 
though much  honour  was  claimed  ^nd  dcferved  on 
both  fides,  he  gained^ the  north  end  of  the  ifland 
without  fuftaining  any  considerable  lofs.  Being 
there,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  fitua« 
tion  of  his  pods,  in  a  ilate  oi  fecurity,  he  paffed 
his  army  over,  by  the  way  of  Briftol  and  Holyland 
ferries,  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  without  interrup- 
tion, to  the  continent.  Nor  was  his  good  fortune 
inferior  to  his  condu^l,  as  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrived 
}uft  after  with  fuch  a  force  firom  New  Ydrk,  as 
would  have  left  no  doubt  of  the  fate  of  his  forces, 
if  they  had  ftill  continued  on  the  Uland. 

• 

On  the  iame  day  that  fuUsvah  abandoned  Rhode  LdHowe 
Ifland,  Lord  Howe  entered  the  bay  ^  Bofton,  «"*€«  the 
where,   to  his  great  mortification  he  found  that  5^ J  °^ 

.  OTftaing  ^"*''"- 
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X778.  D'Eftaing  was  arrkcd  before  him.  This  wui^  her* 
v-^^^'N-'  ever,  increafed,  whea  upon  a  dole  iuijpcdloQ  he 
difcovercd,  that  he  was  fo  effcdually  tcovereA  k 
Nantalkct  Road,  by  the  batteries  creftcd,  knd  the 
iheafures  of  defcace  taken  by  the  Americans  and 
French,  on  the  adjacent  points  and  iflands^  thaf^as 
attack  upon  him,  with  any  profped  of  fiiecefe,  mm 
utterly  imprafticable. 

The  mofl:  remarkable  tranfa^cm  during  tbeic*' 
mainder  of  the  canmain,  was  per£onncd  in  Sepicat> 
ber,  by  Maj.  Gen.  Grey,  at  Bedford  and  FairHaYca- 
by  deilroying  fevcral  valuable  ftorcs,  with  70  {hqn 
and  privateers,  almoll  ready  fpr  failing.  The  \it^ 
tery  of  canon  on  Fair  Haven  fide,  coniUh^g  of 
eleven  pieces,  were  demolifhed  by  Captaio  Scott, 
commanding  officer  of  the  artillery,  and  the  mi^^ 
2*mc  blown  up. 

A  requifition  was  made  of  the  arms  of  the-  waiH^ 
Ita,— *3oo  oxen,  and  10,000  (heep,  which  \iias  coaoh 
plied  with.— *The  lofs  of  men  in  this  expedxMa 
inconfiderabie. 

In  October,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  moved  into 
Jerfey,  partly  to  favour  an  expedition  feat^o  Egg. 
harbour  :  It  was  in  fe^ral  rcfpeds  fipcceidfuL  3jte 
fbips  and  detachment  under  fome  difficulty  and  <^ 
pontion  arrived  there  the  5th  of  Odobcr,  wider 
the  command  of  Captains  Collins  and  Ferguiba*  >' 

Three  fait  works,  and  fevcral  ftores  were  de* 
ftroyed.  The  Raleigh,  a  fine  American  frigate  wit 
taken,  and  brought  to  New  York,  They  were 
informed  by  defcrters,  that  Count  Polalki,  an  adsve 
and  cruel  enemy  had  cantoned  his  corps,  confifttng 
of  three  companies  of  foot,  three  troops  of  hoi^  a 
dctadhment  of  artillery,  and  a  brafs  field  piecc^ 
Tvithin  a  mie  of  a  bridge,  which  appeared  cafy  to 
fcize.    Accordingly  250  men  were  embarked^  aod 
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after  rowing  ten  miles  landed  at  four  o'clock  in  the   1 778k 
morning,  within  a  mile  of  the  de61e,  which  was   ^^-^"^'^ 
feeured.    They  then  pufhed  forward  upon  the  in- 
fantry of  Polalki's  Legion,  cantoned  in  three  dif-^ 
fere»t  houfes  :  They  were  almoft  entirely  put  to 
tke  fword.    Among  them,  were  a  Lieutcrfant  Co- 
lond,   a  Captain,  and  an  adjacent.      The  enemy 
endeavoured  to  harrafs  oar  men  in  their  retreat  ; 
but  with  fo  much  caution  and  modefty,  as  to  do 
them  little  mifchief.    It  feems,  that  Polafld,  had 
giwn  orders,  that  no  quarter  fhould  be  given  to  our 
troops.     In  this  expedition  ten  veffcls  were  deftroy- 
ed,  and  a  number  of  what  is  called  craft ;    a  large* 
brig,  Ukewife,  laden  with  lumber  was  taken.     This 
place  having  been  an  neft  for  privateers,  the  atack- 
ing  of  it  was  of  confiderable  fervice,  and  favcd  many 
of  our  trading  Ihips  from  being  feized. 

Lord  Howe  having  with  great  honour  to  himfelf,  •.„ 
and  advantage  to  his  country,  brought  the  cam-  g^barks 
paign  with  his  powerful  adverfary  to  a  conclufion,  for  Eng- 
embarked  for  England.     With   an   inferiority  of  land. 
force,  which  held  out  mere  prefervation  as  the  fum- 
mit  of  hope,  he,  by  a  continued  rapid  fuccelTion 
of  the  greateft  poffible  exertions,  maftcrly  manoeu- 
vres, and  wife  meafurcs,  having  firft  counterafted, 
and  at  length  defeated,  all  the  views  and  attempts 
of  his  enemy,  obliged  him  to  fly  for  refuge  to  thofc 
new  allies  whom  he  came  to  proteft,  and  infultcd 
him  under  that  protcftion.     Leaving  him  in  a  con- 
dition at  parting,  which  rendered  him  incapable  of 
any  further  fervice  in  thofe  feas  for  the  rcmaidcr  of 
file  year. 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

Jldmiral  Bjrvn  arrives  of  B^fkn^  is  driven  cff  the  eoaft  hj  g. 
videmiftarm.  The  Somerfet  and  Cofmaali^  tnssd  ef  kh  Jfrna- 
dnn^  drivenwjhort  and  beat  to  pieces*  Ahrives  af^jmde 
Iflmd  nidtb  the  reatainder  rf  his  feet.  I^Mfiaing^  iaihigthe 
advantage  of  a  wfierly  ivindf  fails  out  rf  Bojhn  harkonr  fir 
the  Weft  Indies  s  is  defer ied  by  the  Culhden  one  of  Byrof^s 
feet 9  vf bo  takes  oneojhistranfports.  Commodore  tfotham^ 
ninth  afquadron  of  men  of  nuarf  and  a  number  of  iremfp^rtSf 
wth  4000  land  forces  under  the  evmnmnd  of  Gem.  Grant f 
Jails  for  the  W^  Indies*  Arrives  at  Barbadaes^  is  joined  by 
Admiral  Barrington,  Proceeds  to  Sainte  Lucie*  lyEftaing 
fnddaJy  appears  before  that  placet   and  lands  5000  forces^ 

\  ^^mibich  are  totally  repulfid  by  the  Britifh  forces.  Satis  from 
St  LnciCf  'which  furrenders  to  his  Briiannie  Majefty  Coknd 
Campbell^  At  conjanGion  mth  General  Prevoftt  redmem  the 
province  of  Geo^ia^  takes  Savannah.  General  LinaaUt  de- 
feated  at  Brier  Creek*  Predatory  expedition  frem  Nna 
Tork»  General  Prevoft  appears  befire  Charles  Tonun^  fum- 
morn  the  garrifon  to  furrender*     Retreats  to  Fort  yames. 


to  furrender  to  the  arms  of  the  French  King%  mbich  mms  rt' 
fujeds  Jhrms  thefort^  but  repnlftd  nsuth  great  faughter^  and 
obliged  to  fail  for  Europe^  He.  die. 

nPHE  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
1  Byron,  which  (ailed  from  Plymouth  the  be* 
{[inning  of  June,  in  order  to  counteract  the  defiims 
of  D'fftsung,  had  the  fortune  of.  meeting  unuiual 
bad  weather  for  the  feafon,  and  of  being  feparated 
in  different  ftorms,  arrived  fcattered,  broken,  fickiy, 
difinafted,  or  otherwise  damaged,  in  various  desprees 
of  diftrefs,  upon  different  and  remote  parts  of  the 
ooafts  of  America.  The  Princefs  Royal  the  Admi- 
ral's fliip,  reached  Hallifax,  where  he  found  the 
GuUoden  one  of  his  fquadron.  As  foon  as  is  two 
(hips  wfre  repaired  in  the  beft  manner  circmnftanccs 
would  admit  of,  he  failed  from  Hallifax  with  &e 
Diamond  frigate,  Hope  and  Difpatch  floon  of  war ; 
being  joined  by  his  fcaltered  fliips,  and  four  (hips 
of  the  line  lately  un4er  the  command  of  Lord  Howe, 
he  remained  of  Bofton  \  and  though  the  winter 

was 
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was  now  fetting  in  wuh  its  ufual  inclemertcy  on  i778, 
that  Ilormy  and  dangerous  coall:,  yet  this  brave  v.^v>^ 
commander  knowing  what  importance  it  was  to  the 
fervice,  that  the  motions  of  fo  powerful  an  arma- 
ment  as  the  fleet  under  Count  D'Eftaing  fliould  be 
clofely  watched,  refolvcd  to  keep  his  ftation  as  long 
as  there  was  a  poffibility  of  doing  it  with  fafety  : 
to  this,  he  was  ftill  the  more  induced,  by  certain 
informations,  that  the  French  fleet  were  completely 
refitted  and  ready  for  failing,  accompanied  by  feve- 
ral  American  ilortluips,  on  a  fccrct  expedition. 

Admiral 

Byron's  ftiips,  though  the  repairs  they  had  re-  Byron 
ceived  fince  their  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  America  driven  by 
were. but  flight,   and  the  crews  much  reduced   by  ^^*®^^"t 
the  iaceffant  fatigues  tliey  had  undergone,  were  yet  fr^liTbc- 
in    tolerable  condition  ;  and  their   number  being  fore 
fuperior  to  the  French,  there  is  little  doubt  but  if  Bofton 
the  eneoiy  had   come  out  of  Bofton  any  time  in 
Oftober,  the  Britifli  flag  would  have  triumphed, 
and  aa  end  liave  been  put  to  the  hoftile  operations 
of  D'Efl;aing*s  fl^et  in  this  part  of  the  world.     But 
on  the  fccond  of  November,  the  wirid  which  at  this 
feafon  ufually  blows  from  the  North-Weft,  fuddenly 
fliifted  to  a  violent   and  heavy  gale  from  the  Eart, 
blowing  dlrciitly  on  the  coaft.     Seamen  alone  can 
conceive  the  horror  of  fuch  a  fit  nation,  and  the  dif- 
ficulty the  beft  fliips  and  moft  experienced  failors 
have  to  efcape,   when  a  ruthlefs  tempeft  added  to 
the  mountainous  fwell  of  the   vaft  Atlantic,  urges 
their   dcftruttion  :    the  Somerfet  of  64  guns,    the 
Cornwall  of  74  and  Zebra  floop,werc  fo  entangled 
with   the  .  coaft,   that  they  could  not  clear  it,  and 
were  in  confcquence  driven  on  (hore  and  beat  to 
pieces  ;  great  part  of  the  crews  pcrifticd,    the  re- 
mainder got  on  land,  where  it  is  feid,  they  were 
treated  by  the  Americans  with  humanity. 

The  ftorm  continued"  with  unremitting  fury  all 
the  next  day,  but  on  the  following,  which  was  the 
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4th  the  wind  without  abating  much  of  its  violence, 
after  veering  round  the  compals  fettted  at  the  well; 
of  which  circumliancc  the  French  AdmiKil  avaififlf 
him.elfj  failed  out  of  Bofton,  and  was  defcricd  tn 
the  7th  by  the  Cullodcn  of  74  guns,  one  of  Byron'j 
fleet,  fleering  to  the  louihealt ;  but  the  wind  was 
flill  r>  ttniptltuous  that  they  pafled  clofc  byibc 
En^liih  Ihip  wivhuut  taking  any  notice  of  her;  ok 
ot  t  e  Americiin  Itoreftiips  however  which  lagged 
behind  the  fleet  was  fl  red  upon  by  the  CullodeB, 
made  a  prize  of  and  fent  into  Ncw-lork:  After 
which,  this  Qiip  of  war  for  feveral  days  YZixAjt- 
tempted  to  regain  the  American  coaft ,  but  tke 
captain  finding  the  vcflcl  had  fuflFcrcd  greatly  in  ho 
rigging,  and  that  her  crew  were  fickly  and  difpi* 
rited  ;  called  his  ofiicers  to  confult  with  him,  wtes 
it  was  unanirooufly  refolvcd  to  bear  away  before 
the  gale  for  Europe,  which  they  did,  and  anchored 
the  13th  of  December  in  Milford  Haven,  atiAick 
time  there  were  two  hundred  of  the  crew  fid  fl 
their  hammocks,  and  the  remainder  in  a  con(fitio& 
little  better,  from  the  variety  of  hardihips  they  W 
undergone.  Admiral  Byron  with  the  refidue  d 
his  fleet  got  into  Rhode  Ifland. 

There  is  great  reafon  to  bqjieve  that  the  Britift 
miniflry  had  been  early  apprized  of  D'EfUisg's 
further  plan  of  operations,  and  the  defignsof^ 
French  againft  the  Engliih  WeftJndia  Iflands ;  f^ 
early  in  O^kober,  and  long  before  any  difpald^ 
from  London,  confequentiaJ  to  the  taking  of  Dooi- 
I'^di^^*  nica  could  have  reached  New^York,  Sir  Hc«y 
"  *^*  Clinton,  on  whom  the  command  devdvc^  ^^ 
the  return  of  the  Howe's  to  Europe,  prcpard  J?' 
wards  of  eighty  tranfport  veflfds  and  hintffeBf 
them  with  every  neceflfary  laccommodatioii  the  44^ 
of  the  fame  mo\ith,  the  4th.  5th.  i5tb«  d7tb»itf^ 
35th.  40th.  46th*  49th.  55th.  regiments  andaM^ 
of  Heffians  went  on  board  them ;  in  four  daysw^ 

they  fell  down  to  Sandy  Hooks  i^^^  V(hes^  ^ 
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failed  for  the  Weft  Indies  the  ift  of  November,  '778. 
under  the  convoy  of  a  fmall  fquadron  of  men  of  v^w^ 
war,  comtnandcd  by  Commodore  Hothom  ;  bei.n^ 
juJl  three  days  before  the  departure  of  I)*Eltaing 
from  Bodon.  Ihis  force  was  defigned  to 
ftrengthcn  the  garrilons  of  the  Weil  lad^a  Iflaads, 
thefe  important  places  having  been  fhamefully  aeg- 
ledtid. 

On  the  lothof  December  CommodoreHotham's  Como- 
flcet  arrived  at  Barbadocs,  where  they  were  joined  ^^^^  ^^°' 
by  a  fmall  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral  JjJ'"™  Y' 
Harrington.     At  this  ifland  they  ftayed  only  two  Barba- 
days,  and  proceeded  to  execute  one  of  the  intents  docs,  fails 
of  their  expedition,  which  was,  a  dcfccnt  on  the  ^or  Saintc 
ifland  of  Sainte  Lucie,  where  by  favour  of  the  ^^?^f* , 
monfoon,  they  arrived  the  day  following  and  imme-  ^j^^^g^f^j.^ 
diateiy  landed  the  troops  near  the  Carenage,  while  rcpulfmg 
the  fleet  came  to  anchor  in  the  Grand  Cul  de  Sac.  D«Ef. 
General  Grant  who  commanded  the  land  forces  ^»°g' 
made  the  beft  dlfpofition,  and  having  poifefled  him- 
felf  of  the  Carenage,  invcfted  the  principal   fort. 
While    thefe     operations   were     going    forward, 
D'KIiaing  with  a  corps  of  5000  land  forces  on  board 
failed  from  Martinique,  at  which   place  he  had 
arrived  from  Boflon,  on  an  expedition  againft  the 
Eritifh  ifiands  of  St  Vincents  and  Grenada,  but  he 
V  as  fcarcely  under  way  when  pofitive  intelligence 
vas  brought  him,  that  Sainte  Lucie  was  attacked. 
A  place  of  fuch  importance  from  its  proximity  to 
Martinique  was   not  to  be    loll  without   making 
every  attempt  for  its  deliverance  ;  there  was  reafon 
to  exped  Byron  would  foon  arrive  in  thefe  feas  ;  a 
coup  de  main  was  therefore  a  meafure  of  neceility, 
which  if  it  fucceeded  muft  inevitably  be  a  decifive 
firokc  againft  the  Englifh,  as  from  the  deflrudlion 
of  their  army  and  fleet  at  Sainte  Lucie,  all  their 
Weft  India  pofleflions  if  not  taken  by  the  French,, 
muft  be  reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs  that  its  effeds  would 
be  felt  for  many  yearSr     D*£Aaing  fuddenly  ap- 
peared 
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1778.     pcarcd  off  the  grand  Cul  de  Sac  where  the  Britiih 
v-^'^^^^    fleet  lay.     He  did  not  find  the  Englifli  unprepared, 
Harrington's  6eet  was  difpofed  fo  as  to  defend  the 
entrance   of    the  harbour  acrainft  anv  number  thar 
might  attack  it,   b^^fide  which,  the   General    had 
erefted  leveral  batteries  on  fliore.     Two   attempts 
were  made  by  the  French  to  force  into  the  harbour, 
but  Enghlh   courage  and  conduct  prevailed  ;    the 
French  were  beat  off  with  great  lofs  :    an  attempr 
by  land  was  all  that  now  remained,  but  it  was  not 
more  fortunate:  the  army  deftincd  for  the  conqueit 
of  the  Britifo  iflands  was  landed,  confifting  of  jocc 
infantry,  and  commanded  by  the*Count  D*Eftaing 
and  the  Marquis  de  Bouille  ;  they  advanced  rapidly 
towards    the  Englifh  entrenchments,*  with  all  that 
confidence   which  fuperiority  of     number   gives, 
being  twice  that  of  the  Englifli,   but  they  had  not 
the  light  holiday  troops  of  a  fouthcrn  clime  to  deal 
with,  it  was  an  iron  band  of  veterans,  who  inured 
to  toil,  joinin;^  their  native  courage  to  the  harden- 
ing fervicc  of  northern  campaigns,  were  not  to  he 
fubdued.     The  French  advaiiced  to  the  trenches  in 
two  divifions,  the  right   led  by  D'Eftaing  and  xtt 
left  by  Bouille,    they  advanced   amidft  their  fire, 
but  their  fire  was  not  returned  until  they  mounted 
the  trenches,   then,  a  difcharge  from  the  firft  line 
of  the  Englifh  flopped  them  for  a  moment,   ar.J 
before  they  cou4d  recover  they  were  charged  by  the 
Britifh  bayonets  ;  the  {laughter  was  dreadful,  they 
fell  upon  their  rear  in  confufion,.thc  Englifli  march- 
ed out  and  attacked  in  turn ;  and  the  viftory  was 
complete.     The  French  generals  with  the  fliattcred 
remains  of  their  army  with  difficulty  reached  their 
ihips,  which  foon  after  failed  off  with  them,    and 
while  they  were  yet  in  %'iew  the  French  governor 
dcfpairing  of  any  further  fuccour,  furrendercd  the 
ifland  to  his  Britannic  Majcfty.     The  lofs  on  the 
fide  of  the  Britifli  was  inconfiderable,  not  exceeding 
two    hundred   killed  and  wounded,    whereas  that 
of  the  enemy  exceeded  one  tlK)ufand, 

In' 
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In  the  mean  time,  two  other  expeditions  were  fet  1778. 
on  foot,  one  from  New- York  with  a  body  of  troops  ^>^v^^<^ 
iirvlor  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, and  another  from  St  Auguftinc  in  Florida 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Prevoft,  to 
act  in  conjunclion  for  the  reduSion  of  the  province 
of  Georgia. 

Having  received  Sir  H.  Clinton's  orders  to  pro-  Nov.  27 
ceed  to  Georgia,  with  his  Majefty's  71ft  regiment  p  .     , 
of  foot,    2  battaUons  of  Heflians,    4  battalions  of^a^jpij^ll 
Provincials,  and  a  detachnrient  of  the  royal  artillery,  fails  for 
they  failed  from  the  Hook  on  the  27th  dl  Novem-  Georgia, 
ber  cfcorted  by  a  fquaJron  of  his  Majcfty's  (hips  of 
war,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Parker, 
the  whole  fleet  arrived  off  the  ifland  of  Tybee,  on 
the  23d  of  December,  two  horfe  floops  excepted. 

On  the  24th  the  Commodore,  with  the  greateft 

part  of  the  tranfports,  got  over  the  bar  and  anchored 

in   the  Savannah  river,  within  the  light-houfe  of 

'1  ybce  ;  on   the    27th   the  reft  of  the  fleet  joined 

^  him. 

During  the  time  occupied  in  bringing  the  laft 
divifion  of  the  fleet  over  the  bar,  they  tbrrticd  from 
.  the  Provincial  battalions  two  corps  of  light  infantry, 
the  one  to  be  attached  to  Sir  James  Baird*s  light 
company  of  the  7 1  ft  Htghlandcrs,  the  other  to 
Capt,  Cameron's  company  of  the  fame  regiment. 

Having  no  intelligence  that  could  be  depended 
upon,  with  rcfped  to  the  military  force  of  Georgia, 
or  the  difpohtion  formed  for  its  defence,  Sir  James 
Baird's  Highland  company  of  light  infantry,  in  two 
flat  boats,  with  Lieut.  Clark  ot  the  navy,  was  dif- 
patched  in  the  night  of  the  25th,  to  feize  any  of 
,  the  inhabitants  they  might  find  on  the  banks  of 
Wilmington  Creek.  Two  men  were  procured  by 
this  means,  by  whom  they  learnt  the  moft  fatisfac- 

tory 
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1778,  tory  intelligence  concerning  die  ftate  of  matters  at 
Savannaby  and  which  icttled  the  Commodore  and 
the  Commander  of  the  land  forces  in  the  refolu- 
tion  of  landing  the  troops  the  next  evening,  at  the 
plantation  ctf  one  Gerridoe,  an  important  poll, 
twelve  miles  farther  up  the  river  than  the  light- 
houfe  of  Tybee,  and  two  mile  (hort,  in  a  dircd  line, 
from  the  town  of  Savannah,  although  the  diilance 
was  not  hb  than  three  along  the  road,  lliis  poft 
was  the  firft  pradicabie  landing  place  on  the  Savan* 
nah  river,  the  whole  country  between  it  and  Tybee 
being  a  continned  trad  of  deep  marfli,  intcrfedcd 
by  the  Creeks  of  St  Auguitine  and  Tybee,  of  con- 
iiderable  extent,  and  other  cuts  of  water  impaflablc 
for  troops  at  any  time  of  the  tide. 

The  Vigilant  man  of  war  with  the  Comet  galky, 
the  Keppcl  armed  brig,  and  the  Greenwich  armed 
iloop,  followed  by  the  tranfports  in  three  divifions, 
in  the  order  eftablifhed  for  a  defcent,  proceeded  up 
the  river  with  the  tide  at  noon  ;  about  four  o'clock 
in  die  evening,  the  Vigilant  opened  the  Keach  to 
Gerridoe^s  plantation,  and  was  cannonaded  by  two 
rebel  gallics,  who  retired  before  any  of  their  bullets 
had  reached  her }  a  fingle  ihot  from  the  Vigtiant 
quickened  their  retreat. 

The  tide  and  evening  being  too  far  fpent,  and 
many  of  the  tranfports  having  grounded  at  the 
diftancc  of  five  or  fiic  miles  below  Gerridoe^s  plan- 
tation, the  defcent  was  indifpenfably  delayed  till 
next  morning.  The  firft  divifion  of  the  troops, 
confiding  of  all  the  light  infantry  of  the  army,  the 
New  York  volunteers  and  lit  battalion  of  the  7 ill 
under  the  command  of  Lieut«  Col.  Maitland,  were 
landed  at  break  of  dav  on  the  river-dam  in  front  of 
Gerridoe's  plantation,  from  whence  a  narrow  caufe* 
way  of  600  yards  in  Icn^h,  with  a  ditch  on  each 
fide,  led  through  a  rice  Iwamp  diredly  for  Gerri* 

doe's 
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doe's  houfe,  which  ftoodupon  a  bloffof  30  feet   1778. 
in  height,  above  the  level  of  the  rice  fwamps. 

The  light  infantry  under  Capt.  Cameron  having 
firft  reached  the  (hore,  were  formed  and  led  briikly 
forward  to  the  bluff,  where  a  body  of  50  rebels  were 
pofted,  and  from  whom  they  received  a  fmart  fire 
of  mufquetry  ;  but  the  Highlanders,  rufhing  on 
vrith  their  ufual  impetuofity,  gave  them  no  time  to 
repeat  it :  They  drove  them  inilantly  to  the  woods, 
^nd  happily  fecured  a  landing  for  the  reft  of  the 
army.  Capt.  Cameron,  a  fpirited  and  moft  valua« 
ble  officer,  with  two  Highlanders,  wert:  kiikd  on 
thi^  occafion,  and  five  Highlanders  wounded* 

Upon  reconnoitring  the  environs  of  Genridoe^s 
plantation,  the  rebel  army  was  difcovered,  under 
Major  General  Robert  Howe,  drawn  up  about  a 
mile  eaft  of  the  town  of  Savannah,  with  fcvcral 
pieces  of  cannon  in  their  front.  The  ift  divifion 
of  troops,  together  with  one  company  of  the  2d 
battalion  of  the  71ft,  the  iirlt  battalion  of  Deiancy's 
the  Well  worth,  and  part  of  Wtffembach's  regiment 
of  Heifians,  being  landed,  it  was  thought  expedient, 
having  the  day  before  them  to  go  in  qudt  of  the 
enemy,  rather  than  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
retiring  unmoleited« 

A  company  of  the  ad  battalion  of  the  71ft,  toge- 
ther \yith  the  lit  battalion  ot  Deiancy's,  were  ac- 
cordingly left  tp  cover  the  landing  place,  and  the 
troops  marched  in  the  following  order  for  the  town 
of  bavannah. 

■ 

The  light  infantry,  throwing  off  their  packs, 
formed  the  advance,  the  Ncw*York  volunteers  &)!• 
lowed  to  iupport  the  light  infantry,  tfacift  battalion 
of  the  71ft  with  two  fix  pounders  followed  the 
New- York  volunteers,  and  the  Wr II worth  battalion 
•f  Heffians,  with  two  three  pounders,   followed  the 

71II 
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1778.  71ft,  partofWifleobach's battalion  of  Heffiansclofcd 
the  rear.  On  the  troops  having  entered  the  great 
road  leading  to  the  town  of  Savannah,  the  divifiun 
of  Wiflenbach's  regiment  was  poited  on  the  crofs 
roads  to  fccurc  the  rear  of  the  army  ;  1  thick  impe- 
netrable wooded  fwamp  covered  the  left  of  the  line 
of  march ;  and  the  light  infantry  with  the  Sankcr« 
of  each  corps,  effectually  fcourcd  the  cultivated 
plantations  on  the  right. 

The  troops  reached  the  open  country  near 
Tatnal's  plantations  before  three  o'clock  in  the 
evening;  and  halted  in  the  great  road  about  200 
paces  (hort  of  the  gatelcad'mg  to  Governor  Wright's 
plantation,  the  light  infuntry  excepted,  vilio  were 
ordered  to  form  immediately  upon  our  right  of  the 
road,  along  the  rails  leading  to  Governor  A^^^g^^'^ 
plantation. 

The  enemy  were  drawn  up  acrofe  the  road,  at 
the  diftance  of  800  yards  from  this  gateway  j  one 
half,  confiding  of  ThompCon's  and  Eugee*s  regi- 
ments of  Carolina  troops,  were  formed  under  Co!. 
Eugee,  with  their  left  obliquely  to  the  great  road 
leading  to  Savannah,  their  right  to  a  wooded  fwamp« 
covered  .  by  the  houfes  of /ffantars  plantation,  in 
which  they  had  placed  fome  Riflemen  ;  the  other 
half  of  their  regular  troops,  confiiting  of  part  of 
the  ift,  2d,  3d,  and  4th  battalions  of  the  Georgia 
vbrigade,  was  formed  under  Colonel  Elbert,  with 
their  right  to  the  road,'  and  their  left  to  the  rice 
fwamps  of  Governor  Wright's  plantation,  with  the 
fort  of  Savannah  Bluff  behind  their  left  wing,  in 
the  flile  of  fecond  flank;  thq  town  of  Savannah, 
round  which  they  had  the  remains  of  an  old  line  o! 
intrenchmcnts  covered  their  rear.  One  picqe  of 
cannon  was  planted  on  the  right  of  their  line,  one 
upon  the,left,  and  two  pieces  occupied  the  traverfe, 
acrofs  the  great  road,  in  the  center  of  their  line. 
About  100   paces  in  front  of  this  traverfe,  at  a 
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critical  fpot  between  two  fwamps,  a  trench  was  cut  lyyg* 
acrofs  the  load,  and  about  100  \ards  in  front  of 
this  trench,  amarfhy  ri\ulct  run  almoft  parallel  the 
whole  extent  of  their  front ;  the  bridge  of  which 
was  burned  down,  to  interrupt  the  paflage,  and 
retard  the  progrcfs  of  the  Britilh  forces. 

It  was  difcovcred  from  the  movements  of  the 
enemy,  that  they  wifhed  and  expcfttd  an  attack 
upon  their  left,  and  the  General  was  defirous  of 
cherifliing  that  ©pinion. 

Having  accidentally  fallen  in  with  a  negroe,  who 
knew  a  private  path  through  the  wooded  fwamp, 
upon  the  enemy's  right,  the  ift  battalion  of  the 
71ft  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
and  move  up  to  the  rear  of  the  liglit  infantry,  whilft 
that  corps  drew  off  to  the  right,  as  if  meant  to 
extend  their  front  to  that  quarter,  where  a  happy 
fall  of  ground  favoured  the  concealment  of  this 
manoeuvre,  and  increafed  the  jealoufy  of  the  enemy 
with  regard  to  their  left.  Sir  James  Baird  had 
directions  to  convey  the  light  infantry,  in  this  hol- 
low ground,  quite  to  the  rear,  and  penetrate  the 
wooded  fwamp  upon  our  left,  with  a  view  to  get 
round  by  the  new  barracks  into  the  rear  of  the^ 
enemy's  right  flank.  The  New  York  volunteers 
under  Colonel  rumbull  was  ordered  to  fupport  hinK 

During  the  courfe  of  this  movement  the  artillery 
were  formed  in  a  field  on  the  left  of  the  road,  con- 
cealed from  the  enemy  by  a  fwell  of  ground  in 
front,  which  was  meant  to  run  them  up  for 
nftion,  when  the  fignal  was  made  to  engage,  and 
from  whence  they  could  either  bear  advantageoufly 
upon  the  right  of  the  rebel  line,  as  it  was  then 
formed,  or  cannonade  any  body  of  troops  in  ilank 
which  they  might  detach  into  the  wood  to  retard 
the  progrefs  of  the  Ught  infantry. 

G  g  g  g  The 
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1779.  The  regimept  of  Willworth  was  formed  upon 
\^r>rsj  xhc  left  of  the  artillery,-  and  the  enemy  continued 
to  anxufc  thcmfelves  with  their  cannon,  without 
any  return  upon  our  part,  till  it  was  vifiblc  that 
Sir  James  Baird  and  the  light  infantry  had  iairiy 
got  round  upon  their  rear.  On  this  occafion  the 
line  was  commanded  to  move  brifkly  forward. 
The  wcU-direded  artillery  of  the  line,  the  rapid 
advance  of  the  7 1  ft  regiment,  apd  the  forward  coun- 
tenance of  the  Heflian  regiment  of  Willworth,  in- 
ftantly  difperfed  |Lhe  enemy. 

A  body  of  militia  of  Georgia  that  paiTed  at  the 
new  barracks  with  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  cover 
the  road  from  Great  Ogeeche,  were  at  this  jundurc 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  their  artillery,  by  the  ligh 
infantry  under  Sir  James  Baird,  when  the  fcattercd 
troops  of  the  Carolina  and  Georgia  brigades  ma 
acrofs  the  plain  in  his  front.  This  officer  with  h'u 
ufual  gallantry,  dafhed  the  light  infantry  on  fhcir 
flank,  and  terminated  the  fate  of  the  day  with  bril- 
liant fuccefs. 

Thirty  eight  officers  of  different  diftinftions,  and 
515  non-commiifioned  officers  and  privates,  one 
Hand  of  colours,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mortars, 
94  barrels  of  powder,  the  fort  with  all  its  (lores, 
and  in  (hort  the  capital  of  Geotgia,  the  fhipping  in 
the  harbour,  with  a  large  quantity  of  provifions, 
fell  into  our  pofTeffion  before  it  was  dark,  without 
any  other  lofs  on  our  fide  than  that  of  Capt.  Peter 
Campbell,  a  gallant  officer  of  Skinner's  light  infan- 
try, and  two  privates  killed ;  one  ferjeant,  and  9 
privates,  wounded  :  83  of  the  enemy  founii  dead 
on  the  common,  and  1 1  wounded.  By  the  accounts 
received  from  the  prifoners,  30  loft  their  lives  in 
the  fwamp,  endeavouring  to  make  their  cfcapc. 

Major  General  Prevoft,  who  commanded  the 

troops  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  at  St.  AugulUu^ 

in 
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in  Florida,  having  collcfted  all  the  force  of  every    1779. 
kind  which  could  be  poffibly  fpared  from  the  necei-  v^^v'>^ 
fary  number  for  the  defence  of  the  fort  and  garri- 
fon,  in  purfuance  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  orders, 
immediately  marched  to  co-operate  with  the  troops 
from  the  northward ;    but  was  greatly  retarded, 
having  no  conveyance  for  the  artillery  and  ammu- 
nition but  by  water  in  open  boats.     They  were 
alfo  obliged  to  take  along  circuit  to' avoid  the 
enemy's  gallies;  however  by  the  aftivity  of  Lieut. 
Col.  rrevoft,  who  made  a  forced  march  in  the  Town  of 
night,  he  furrounded  the  town  of  Sunbury  to  pre-  Sunbu* 
vent  the  enemy  from  efcaping  in  cafe  they  defigned  ^a^^«"- 
to  abandon  the  fort ;  which  he  foon  obliged  to  fur- 
render  with  the  gairifon,  making  2 1 2  prifoners  in- 
cluding officers.    On  the  fide  of  his  Majefty's  troops 
only  one  man  killed,  and  three  wounded,  notwith- 
(tanding  they  had  two  gal  lies  and  an  armed  veffel 
firing  on  our  trenches  for  three  days,  befides  2 1 
pieces  of  cannon  mounted   in  the  fort.      After 
fettling  a  garrifon  in  it,  and  ordering  the  neceffary 
repairs,  General  Prevoft  proceeded  to  Savannah  to 
take  the  command  of  the  army,  lately  under  Col. 
Campbell; 

As  foon  as  the  proper  arrangements  could  be 
made  Lieut.  CoL  Campbell  was  detached  up  the 
river  with  a  feled  corps  of  about  800  regular  troops, 
and  fome  irregulars,  to  endeavour  to  penetrate  to 
Augufta,  and  to  open  a  communication  with  the 
back  inhabitants  of  the  provinces.  The  Colonel 
cfic&ed  his  march  to  Augufta  with  few  obftruc- 
tions,  and  without  any  lofs. 

Lieut.  Col.  Prevoft,  with  a  confiderable  detach- 
ment, bfid  been  fent  to  fuftain,  join,  or  otherwifc 
co-operate  with  Colonel  Campbell ;  and  had  taken 
poft  at  Briar-Creek  to  keep  the  enemy  below  in 
check,  and  to  cover  the  advance  when  neceffary. 

But 
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1 779.  But  from  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  commu. 
^"^^^^^^  nication  it  was  judged  proper  for  the  whloc  to  fal 
back  to  Hudion's  Ferry,  24  miles  above  Savannah, 
which  formed  the  upper  extremity  of  our  chain  on 
the  river-  Intelligence  being  received  that  the 
rebels,  in  confidcrable  force,  had  taken  poft  at 
J.  .  .       Briar-Creek  13  miles  above  the  upp*r  poft  at  Hud- 

armydc-  f*^^^'^»  ^"^  ^'^^^  ^^^^J  ^^^e  bufy  repairing  a  bridge, 
fentedat   (which  WAS  dcftroyed  by  Colonel  Campbell)  for  the 
Brier        purpofc  of  harnpering-the  troops  in  their  quarters, 
Creek. ,     ^nJ  for  cutting  oft'  all  communication  with  the  upper 
country  ;  and  perhaps  with  a?  view  of  co-operation 
with  their  main  body.   It  was  deemed  neceffary  to  dii- 
lod;^^e  them,  accordingly.  Major  MTherfon,  with  the 
id  battalion  of  the  71:1  regiment,  a  corps  of  light  in- 
fantry commanded   by  Sir  James  Baird,   and  three 
'  companies  of  grenadiers  of  the  Florida  brigade,  took 
a  long  circuit  of  50  miles  to  crofs  the   creek  above 
them,  and  endeavour  to  gain  the  rear;   difpofitions 
were  aho  matie  by  the  main   army  to   favour  the 
•    attempt,  ?>,nd  to  anmfe  and  keep  the  Gen.  Lincoln 
in  check  Ihouid  he  make  any  attempt  on  Savannah. 
The  plan  was  happily  cffeded  by  the  furprife  of 
the  rebels,  who  were  totally  defeated  and  diJpcrfcd, 
with  the  lofs  of  feven  pieces  of  cannon,  feveral  ftand 
of  colours  almofl:  all  their  arms,  all  their  ammuni- 
tion and  baggage  ;  which  were  left  to  the  viftofious 
trot)p.v.     The  fccond  in  command.  Brigadier  Gen. 
1\\\  ert,  one  oi  their  bed  officers,  feveral  of  lefs  note, 
in  the  wi  ole  27  officers,  with  near  200  men,  were 
takrn;  ybout  150  were  killed  on  the  field  of  battle, 
avijoinipg  v(  ocia,  and  iwamps  ;  but  their  chief  lofs 
Coiifjhcu  n  the  nnnibtr  of  cftirersand  mcndrowncd, 
iii  attcn  pting  to  lave  ihen.fclves  from  the  flaughter, 
by'pUip;fn\^  iruc  a  deep  and  rapid  river.     The  lofe 
of  the  RdvciI   aimy  was  only  five   privates  killed, 
and  one   oiiic^r  «nd  ten    privates  wounded.    The 
rebels,  ly  the  belt  accounts,  v ere  above  2cco;  en 
our  fide  thrtegitnadier  ccmpanits  of  the  6Gth  regi- 
ment, Sir  James  Baiid's  light  infantry,  the  2d  batta- 
lion 
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lion  of  the  7 1  ft  regiment,  Capt.  Taw's  troop  of  light    1 775. 
dragoons,  with  about  150  provincials,  rangers,  and   v-O'^v-/ 
militia ;    making  in  all  ^out  900,  compofed  the 
corps  ihat  attacked* 

Immediately  after  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  a  pro- 
clamation was  publifiied  by  Gen.  Prevoft,  reciting 
that  as  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia  have  acknow- 
ledged their  fatisfaftion  with  the  conccffions  and 
overtures  of  Great  Britain,  the  General  declares  that 
,the  laws  in  force  in  that  colony  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1775,  ftiall  continue  in  force  until  quiet  times 
ihay  allow  the  General  Affembly  to  alter  them. 
Abut  14Q0  of  the  inhabitants  fubmitted,  fwore  alle- 
giancc  to  the  King,  took  the  benefit  of  his  Majefty's 
gracious  protedion,  and  were  formed  into  twenty 
companies  in  the  ftile  of  militia,  for  the  defence  of 
their  property  againft  the  incuruons  of  the  rebels 
from  Carolina. 

Several  fuccefsful    predatory  expeditions    wefe  May  5 

undertaken  from  New  York  by  General  Mathews, 

who  commanded  the  land  forces,  affifted  with  a 

naval  force  under  vSir  George  Collier,  having  arrived 

off  the  Gapes  of  Virginia,   they  failed  up.  Elizabeth 

and  James  River  to  the  Glebe  about  three  miles 

from  Portfmouth,  which  was  taken  by  his  Majefly's 

forces,  together  with  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  ;  where 

they  found   large  quantities  of  all  kinds  of  naval 

(lores,  a  number  of  privateers  and  veffels  on  the 

flocks,  which  were  all  dellroyed  ;  many  fhips  with 

valuable  cargos  were  alio  captured,  which  were  fcnt 

to  New  York. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  being  fenfible  of  the  impor- 
tanx:c  of  the  pofts  of  Stony  Point  and  Verplanks,  pJinf^mJ 
the    mod   direft    and    convenient   communication  Vcr- 
b.ctwecn  the  provinces  on  either  fide  of  Hudfon's  planki 
River,  determined  to  polfefs  himl'eU'  of  them  when  ukcn. 
the  enemy  had  nearly  co.nplea:cJ  tlieir  works,  in 

order 
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1779.  order  to  fecurc  the  important  pafs  of  King's  Ferry. 
The  troops  deftined  for  this  fcrvicc  was  put  under 
rile  command  of  Major  General  Vaughan ;  after 
their  embarkation  they  were  joined  by  the  corps 
from  Virginia,  which  arrived  juft  in  time  to  proceed 
up  the  North  River  oa  the  30th  of  May. 

May  31  In  the  morning  of  the  31ft  Major  Gen.  Vaughan 
landed,  with  the  grofs  of  his  command,  on  the  eall 
fide  of  the  river,  8  miles  below  Verplanks,  whiul 
the  17th,  63d,  and  64th  regiments,  with  looyagen, 
under  the  command  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  pro- 
ceeded to  within  three  miles  of  Stony  Point,  inhere 
they  landed  under  Lieut.  Col.  Johnfon.  On  the 
fhips  coming  in  view  the  rebels  evacuated  their 
works,  which  were  in  fome  forwardnefs,  and  fct  fire 
to  a  large  block-houfe.  As  the  troops  appeared  to 
take  poffeffion  they  made  folkie  (how  of  rcfiftance, 
by  dra^ving  up  on  the  hilU,  but  did  not  wait  a 
'^nflid. 

Sir  George  Collier  favoured  the  expedition  with 
the  affiftance  of  the  galiies  and  gun  boats  of  the 
fiect  under  his  dircftion  ;  thefc  exchanged  fome  fcot 
with  Fort  La  Fayette,  a  fmall  but  complete  work  1 
on  the  eaift  fide  of  the  river,  whilft  the  troops  were  I 
pofleffing  themfelves  of  the  heights  of  Stony  Point 
which  commanded  it. 

The  artillery  was  landed  in  the  night  under  the 
command  of  Major  General  Pattifon;  by  his  exer- 
tions and  good  arrangements^  feconded  by  the 
chcarful  labour  of  the  troops,  a  battery  of  cannon 
and  mortars  were  opened  at  five  the  next  morning 
'  on  the  fummit  of  this  difficult  rock ;  their  cffcS  ^^ 
foon  perceived  as  well  of  that  of  the  galiies.  Gc^- 
Vaughan,  appearing  at  this  time  in  the  rear  of  the 
fort,  prevented  the  retreat  which  the  enemy  vcrc 
concerting.  Under  thefe  circumitances  they  i^^' 
dercd  the  fort,  on  being  promifed  humane  treat* 
,  ^       ©cni. 
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ment.  '  The  fuccefs  of  this  expedition  obliged  the    1779. 
rebels  to  make  a  detour  of  ninety  miles  acrofs  the  ^^^o^ 
mountains  to  communicate  with  the  country  eaft  of 
Hudfon's  River. 

Notwithftanding  the  great  importance  of  Ver* 
planks  and  Stony  Point,  and  that  they  were  ftrongly 
garrifoned,  the  rebels,  on  the  night  of  the  1 5th  of  June, 
fuddenly  aflaultcd  •  and  carried  the  lines  at  Stony 
Point ;  the  greater  part  of  the  garrifon  confifting 
of  the  1 7th  regiment  of  foot,  the  grenadier  com- 
pany of  the  71ft  regiment,  a  company  of  the  loyal 
Americans,  and  a  fmall  detachment  of  the  Royal 
artillery  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  Johnfon, 
of  the  7th  regiment,  were  either  killed  or  taken. 
The  enemy  immediately  began  a  heavy  cannonade 
M'ith  our  guns  from  Stony  Point  upon  Lieut.  Col. 
Webfter,  who  commanded  at  Verplanks ;  at  the 
f^ime  time  he  was  informed  that  a  confiderable 
force  was  in  his  rear,  who,  if  they  did  not  mean  to 
attack  him  from  .that  quarter,  at  lead  would  make 
his  retreat,  fhould  he  be  driven  to  that  extremity, 
very  difficult. 

Upon  the  firft  intelligence  received  of  the  fur- 
prize  of  thefe  important  polls  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
at  New  York,  he  ordered  the  army  to  advance  to 
Dobb*s  Ferry,  pufhing  forward  the  cavalry,  and 
fome  light  troops,  to  the  banks  of  the  Croton 
River,  to  awe  the  enemy  in-  any  attempt  by  land 
againft  Verplanks.  Brigadier  General  Sterling  was 
in  the  mean  time  embarked  with  three  regiments 
for  the  relief  of  Verplanks,  or  the  recovery  of  Stony 
Point.  On  his  arrival  within  fight  of  the  latter 
place  the  enemy  abandoned  it  with  precipitation, 
and  fome  circumftances  of  dhgrace. 

After  this  unfortutiate  affair  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
difpatched  General  Tryon  in  hopes  to  draw  General 
Walhington  from  the  ftrong  «po(l  he  occupied  in 

the 
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the  mountains  of  Conne^cut ;  not  beings  abie  to 
accompiifli  his  defign,  hcdcftroycd  the  public  ftorts, 
fame  veffels,  and  ordnance;  at  Newbaven  burm 
the  villages  of  Fairfield  and  Norwalk,  to  refent  the 
fire  of  the  rebels  from  the  houfes  ;  drove  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels  from  a  place  called  the  Northern 
Heights,  deftroyed  the  fait  pans,  magazine,  (lores; 
after  which  they  reimbarked,  and  returned  without 
moleftation  to  New  York. 

Ezpedi-        General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  thought  it 
tion  up     necefi'ary  for  his  Majcfty's  fervice  to  eltablilh  a  poft 
Pcnob-     Qn  the  river  Penobfcot,  Col.  McLean,  about  the  be- 
ginning of  June,  arrived  in  thatriver  with  a  detach- 
ment of  450  rank  and  file  of  the  47th  regiment, 
and  200  of  the  82d.     On  the  arrival  the  difficultly 
of  clearing  the  woods,  landing  provifions  and  ftores, 
and  placing  them  in  fafety,  made  it  the  22d  of  July 
before   the   intended  fort  could  be  marked  out. 
On  the  2 1  ft  of  July  the  Colonel  received  advice  of 
a  confiderablc  armament  having  failed  from  Bofton, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  the  garrifon,  two  of 
the  baftions  of  the  intended  fort  were  then  untouch- 
ed,  and  the  remaining  two  with  the  curtains  were 
in  no  part  above  4  or  5  feet  in  height,  and   la  in 
thkknefs ;  the  ditch  in  moll  parts  not  above  3  fee- 
in  depth,  no  platforms  laid,  nor  any  artillery  mountt 
ed:  however,  relying  on  the  zeal  and  ardour  which 
appeared  in  all  rahksy  they  kid  afide  all  thcmghts 
of  finilhing  it,  and  employed  themfelves  in  putting 
the  poft  in  the  beft  pofture  of  defence  the  fhortnefs 
of  the  time  would  admit  of.     His  Ma|efty's  &ips 
Albany,  North,  and  Nautilus  were  in  the  river,  the 
Commanders  of  which  joined  their  efforts  for  their 
mutual  fafety. 

On  the  25th  the  enemy's  fleet,  to  the  number  of 
37  fail,  appeared  in  fight,  and  at  two  in  the  after- 
noon their  s^rmed  veffels  began'  cannonading  the 
(hips  of  war  and  a  battery  of  four  twelve  pouad«fS 

which 


n 
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lyhich  was  thrown  up  on  the  banks  of  the  liTcrfer  177  8. 
the  protedion  o^  the  fliipping  ;  the  warmth  with 
-which  it  wa«  returned  foon  obliged  them  to  retire^ 
and  anchor  off  the  wed  end  of  the  peninfula  on 
which  they  were  pofted,  and  about  the  middle  of 
which  our  fort  was  intended  to  be  made.  On  the 
26th  they  renewed  their  attack  on  the  (hips,  but 
with  the  bme  fuccefs.  The  Commander  had  pre- 
vioufly  intrenched  the  Ifthmus  which  conneds  the 
peninfula  with  the  main;  and  as  the  (hipping  guard* 
cd  the  entrance  of  the  river,  he  was  in  no  pain  for 
their  landing  at  any  other  part  but  the  weft  end^ 
where  the  natural  Itrcngth  of  the  ground  gave  him 
room  to  hope  he  ihould  be  able  to  protrad  the  tim^ 
to  feme  length.  On  the  night  of  the  25th,  and 
during  the  a6th  and  27th,  they  accordingly  made 
feveral  attempts  to  land,  but  were  conftantly  re- 
pulfed  by  our  piquet,  confiding  of  a  captain  and  80 
men ;  and  another  party  of  70  men,  pofted  in  a 
fleche,  at  hand  to  fupport  the  piquet.  However^ 
on  the  morning  of  the  flSth^  under  cover  of  a  very 
heavy  cannonade,  they  effefted  their  purpofe,  and 
obliged  the  piquet  to  retire  to  the  fort,  before  the 
garrifon  had  any  intelligence  of  their  being  landed^ 
owinf  to  the  ferjeant  who  was  fent  by  the  Captaiji 
lofing  his  way  in  the  woods.  This  obliged  the 
Colonel  to  withdraw  all  his  out-pofts,  and  confine 
his  attention  to  ftrengthening  his  works.  On  the 
30th  the  enemy  opened  a  b^tery  at  about  750  yards 
dij^ance,  and  a  tew  days  after  another  about  50 

iards  nearer  ;  froni  both  which  they  cannonaded  us 
ri&ly  ;  and  which  continued  with  great  fpirit  on 
both  fides  tijil  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  when  a  deferter 
caipe  \n  aiyl  informed  the  garrifon,  that  the  rebels 
intended  attacking  the  ihips,  and  ftorming  the  fprt^ 
•at  the  fame  time  on  the  enfuing  day  ;  but  the  un« 
cxgpcded  arrival  of  a  fleet  of  fix  frigates  frpm  New 
York,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Georee  Collier, 
qbUgedrthem  to  make  a  precipitate  flighty  and  to 
takt  ^«kcr  Qfx,  b9ard  their  (hippii\g. 

H  h  h  h  Sir 
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Sir  George  Collier  loft  no  time  in  immcdiatdy 
proceeding  up  Pcnobfcot  bay ;  and  the  next  mom* 
ing  (14th  Auguft)  about  eleven  o'clatk  the  rebel 
fleet  prefented  themfelves  to  our  view,  dravn 
up  in  a  crefcent  acrofs  the  river,  and  feemcd  in- 
clined to  difpute  the  paffage  ;  their  refdutton  hoir- 
cver  foon  failed  them,  and  an  unexpected  and 
ignominious  flight  took  place.  The  Blonde,  Vir* 
ginia,  and  Galatea  were  at  this  time  advancal 
about  three  miles  a-head ;  neverthelefs,  witboot 
waiting  to  ,form  the  fquadron,  he  made  the  figna! 
for  battle,  and  for  a  general  chacc :  the  King's 
(hips  followed  them  with  all  the  eagemefe  wfaicfa  1 
defire  of  deftroying  their  enemies  could  in^rr, 
Two  of  the  enemy's  fleet  (viz.  the  Hunter  and  De- 
fence) made  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  get  oflP  by 
the  weft  paflage  of  Long  Ifland ;  but  failing  in  diat, 
the  Hunter  ran  aftiore  with  every  fail  ftanding,  and 
the  defence  hid  herfelf  in  a  fmaU  inlet,  where  (be 
anchored,  both  intending  to  put  out  to  fea  fo  Uxm 
as  it  was  dark.  Lieutenant  Mackey,  of  the  Raifoo- 
able,  being  font,  and  50  men,  to  board  the  Himter, 
they  fucceeded  without  lofs,  though  many  popjMi^ 
fhots  were  fired  at  them  by  the  rebel  crew  &om  Ac 
woods.  H 

The  Bang's  fhips  continued  their  purfuit  of  riK 
rebel  fleet  up  the  river  Pcnobfcot,  and  confiderabie 
hazard  attended  this  part  of  the  chace,  from  the 
extreme  narrownefs  of  the  river,  from  the  Aoais, 
and  from  the  flaming  (hips  on  each  fide ;  the  tihmp^ 
den,  of  20  guns,  finding  herfelf  fo  clofcly  belbt  9s 
not  to  be  able  to  run  afhore,  furrendered.  All  the 
reft  of  the  rebel  fleet  (aihongft  ^ffaich  a  beatitiAd 
frigate,  called  the  Warren,  pf  32  guns  18  and  itf 
pounders)  together  with  24.  fail  of  tranfports, 
all  Mown  up  and  dcftroyed.  ITie  lofs  of  the 
I  leans,  which  attended  every  part  of  this 
tion,  in  value,  was  probably  gitater  than  upon-ny 
otherocc  afion  fince  the  beginning  of  the^'warr  • 

It 
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It  is  fit  we  'fliould  now  turn  our  attention  to  the    1779. 
important  tranfaftians  in  the  province  of  Georgia   v^vn^ 
and  Carolina*     The  latter  end  of  April  General 
Prevoft,  having  received  information  "that  the  rebel  ^"*'? 
General  Lincoln,    (who  till  then  had  occupied  a  J^^ 
pofition  on  the  north  fide  of  Savannah  river)  had  tratcsinto 
marched  the  bell  part  of  his  troops  towards  Au-  Carolina, 
gufta,  with  a  defign  to  penetrate  into  Georgia,   to  *"d    *P' 
psotcft  a  meeting  of  the  rebel  Delegates }  to  oblige  T^l^ 
Lincoln  to  quit  his  projed,  and  to  procure  provi-  charlcs 
fions   for    the    army,    he  was  induced  to   pene-  Town, 
trate  into  Carolina.       The   corps  of   obfcrvation 
of  the  rebel  army  being  about  2000  men,  chiefly 
militia,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  Moultrie, 
furprifed  to  fee  theBritifh  troops  emerging  from 
fwamps  deemed  impafiable,    were  (If  uck  with  fuch 
a  panic  as  to  make  but  a  weak  refiflance  at  the 
feveral  ftrong  pafles  through  which  they  had  to 
pafs  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  fled  with  the  greatcft 
hurry  and  confternation   towards  Charles  Town, 
The  enemy  were  fo  well  perfuaded  that  the  Britifli 
forces  only  meant  to  forage  the  country,  that  it  was 
fome  days  after  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  army  into 
Spttth  Carolina,  before  Gen.  Lincoln  could  be  per« 
fuadcd  to  retreat,    and  come  to  the  afliltance  of 
Charles  Town ;  to  the  relief  of   which  he  imme- 
diately  detached  a  body  of  infantry,  molinted  for 
the  purpofe  of  difpatch  ;    and,  after  colle6ling  all 
the  militia  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  country,  pro-  » 

ceeded  himfelf  towards  Dorchcfter  ;  by  that  time 
the  Britifli  army  had  arrived  oflF  Charles  Town, 
notwithftanding  the  number  of  rivers,  creeks  and 
fwamps,  together  with  the  natural  impediments  of 
the  country.  Lieut.  Col.  Prevoft  who  commanded 
the  advance,  had  orders  to  fummon  the  town  to 
lurrender ;  but  tht  want  of  a  naval  force  to  co-ope« 
rate  with  the  army,  and  of  battering  artillery,  toge- 
ther with  the  approach  of  General  Lincoln's  army, 
aduated  the  town  in  the  propofal  they  made  of  s^ 
neutraluy  for  their  province ;    and  the  rcfufal  of  * 

the 
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1779.  the  generous  offer  made  to  them,  iftheywonl4 
^^y^'^^^^  furrender  the  numerous  artillefy  mounted  on  tbcir 
ramparts  ;  the  fhipping  and  gallies  coTcring  and 
flanking  their  lines  and  the  fmall  number  of  our 
forces  fit  for  dilty,  being  tinder  aooo,  made .  the 
'  General  refolvc  to  return  to  the  South  fide  of  Afli- 
field  River,  where  a  part  of  the  troops  had  been 
left  to  fecurc  the  paffage  of  that  riter,  and  the  re* 
treat  of  the  army,  if  neceffary.  A  few  days  after- 
wards  the  army  took  poft  on  St.  John's  Ifland 
1 2  miles  from  Charles  Town,  where  they  received 
&  fupply  pf  ammunition  and  provifions,  of  whid 
they  were  in  great  want. 

General        The  fcafon  of   the  year  was  much  againft  smy 
Prcvoft     further  operation*  of  the  troops  at  this  time  ;    the 
luits  St.  exceffive  heat  having  rendered  them  fickly  notwith* 
rn  °H*v    ^^"d^"g  ^^^  plenty  of  refrefhments  they  procured ; 
rcUres  to  ^^^  ^^^y  ^^  chiefly  confined'  in  removing  from 
fiavannab  ^^^  ifland  to  another,  and  in  eflablifhing  different 
pofts  intended  to  be  occupied  during  the  great  heat, 
.and  the  fickly  feafon :    however,  on  the  lotk  of 
June,  after  every  preparation  had  been  made  to 
abandon  the  poft  on  the  main  at  Stony  Ferry,  and 
to  quit  the  Wand  of  St.  John's,  the  enemy's  irfiolc 
force  attacked  that  poft  with  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  5000  men ;    their  attack  was  at  fitft  fprtted, 
but  the  good  countenance  of  the  troops,  and  the 
fire  of  the  armed  flat  that  covered  the  left  fiank  of 
our  poft,  juft  as  the  troops  were  ferrying  over  to 
reinforce  it,  obliged  the  enehiy  to  retreat  j  a  fevour- 
able   opportuni  y  of  purfuing,   and  giving  Acta 
a  fevere  check,  was  loft  for  the  want  ot  the  horics, 
which  had  been  fent  away  two  or  three  days  be- 
fotc  ;  and  before  the  troops  arrived  on  the  ground, 
they  had  got  too  great  a  diftance  to  exped  to 
come  up  with  them  oh  foot,    Lieuttnant-Cotond 
Maitland,  who  commanded  there,  had  with  him  the 
firft  battalion   of  the  71ft,  then  mucli  redtced,  a 
^cak  battalion  of  Heflians^   and  the  refugees  of 
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North  and  South  Cardlina,  amoutidng  in  the  whole  1779. 
to  about  800  men  ;  they  all  behaved  with  coolnefs  V/vv 
and  brarety.  The  enemy  loft"  a  colonel  of  artillery, 
much  eftcemed  amongft  them,  about  28  officers 
of  different  ranks,  ind  between  3  and  400  killed 
and  wounded  The  troops  after  remaining  three 
days  longer  on  that  ground,  at  laft  abandoned  it, 
and  arrived  at  Port  Royal  ifland,  where  a  corps 
was  teft  fufficient  to  aft  at  all  times  upon  a  moft  re- 
fpcftablc  defenfive,  and  occafionally  to  harrafs  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  thofe  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince that  are  acoelfible  to  our  gallies  and  boats 
from  the  bay  of  St.  Helena.  The  General  not 
thinkmg  it  eligible  to  extend  the  poft  of  the  army 
fer  to  the  weftward,  returned  with  the  remainder 
of  the  army  to  Savannah,  having  no  intelligence 
of  the  formidable  enemy  who  was  fhortly  to  appear 
before  that  pltce,  and  who  was  to  give  a  new  and 
ftrange  turn  to  the  circumftances  of  the  war. 

For  in  the  beginning  of   September  the  French  ^.^^^ 
fleet,  under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Eftaing,  ^"*^ 
confifting  of  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  two  of  50  guns,  be^ 


and  eleven  friea^es,  arrived  on  the  coaft,  having  a  Savannak 
large  body  of  troops,  purpofely  for  the  reduftion 
of  Georgia.  D'Eftaing  having  previoufly  difpatch- 
ed  two  (hips  of  the  line,  and  three  frigates,  to 
Charles  Town,  to  announce  his  coming,  and  to  pre- 
pare the  rebel  force  by  fea  and  land  to  join  him  ; 
there  two*fliips  of  the  line  and  frigates  were  icen 
from  Tybee  the  3d  of  September,  and  eafily  known 
to  be  French.  The  fame  day  41  fail  were  difcover- 
ed  to  the  fouthward  of  Tybee,  plying  to  windward. 
Major  General  Prcvoft  on  their  appearance  went  to 
work  with  every  exertion  to  increafe  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  town :  difpatches  were  fent  to  Colonel 
Maitland,  who  was  ported  with  part  of  the  army 
on  Port  Royal  ifland,  and  to  Captain  Chriftian,  of 
his  Majefly's  fi  ip  Viligant,  to  repair  to  Savannah  as 
foon  as  poffiblc  with  the  troops,  ihips^  and  gallies 

thcrCf 
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1779.  there.  On  the  9th  of  September  the  ^hok  Freach 
^j^>r\J  fleet  anchored  off  the  bar,,  and  next  day  fouf  Frtecb 
frigates  came  to  Tybce  anchorage.  It  was  deter- 
nuncd  on  their  approach  to  run  up  the  river  with 
the  King's  (hips,  and  to  join  the  naval  force  with  the 
GeneraPs  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  At  thi^ 
time  the  French  were  fending  troops  from  their 
fhips,  in  fmall  crift  from  Charles  Town,  which  were 
landed  in  launches  at  Bowley,  1 3  miles  from  Sa- 
vannah, under  cover  of  four  gallies  and  three 
frigates. 

From  the  loth  to  the  i6th  of  September  great 
quantities  of  cannon  and  ammunition  were  landed 
at  Savannah,  in  veiTels  fent  by  the  General  for  that 
purpofc,  from  the  Fowey  and  Rofe  fliips  of  war. 
The  feamen  belonging  to  thefc  veflcls  were  ap- 
pointed to  different  batteries,  and  thc^narines  mcor* 
porated  with  the  60th  regiment.  Capt.  Moncrief^ 
principal  engineer,  was  indefatigable  night  and  day, 
railing  new  works  and  batteries,  and  in  paying 
every  attention  to  increafe  tht  defence  of  the  town, 
which  aftonifhed  the  enemy,  who  now  fummoned 
the  General  to  furrender  the  town  to  ,the  arms  of 
his  Mod  Chriftian  Majefty.  D'Eftaing,  who  fent 
the  fummons,  at  the  fame  time  acquainting  the 
Commander,  that  his  troops  were  the  fame  who  had 
fo  recently  ftormed  ^nd  conquered  the  Grenades  j 
that  their  courage  and  prefcnt  ardour  was  fo  great^ 
that  any  works  which  was  raifed,  or  any  oppofition 
that  could  be  made,  would  Jbe  of  no  import.  Not 
intimidated  with  this  language,  the  gallajQt  General 
(for  formsTake,  and  in  expeftation  of  a  large  rein- 
forcement from  Beaufort,  which  happily  arrived  at 
a  critical  moment)  called  a  meeting  of  field  and  fea 
officers,  when  it  was  refolved  to  take  24  hours  to 
confider  of  it.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the 
Count  D'Eftaing  had  his  final  anfwer,  that  the  troops 
were  unanimoufly  determined  to  defend  the  towa 
to  the  lad  man. 

It 
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It  being  apprehended  tne  enemy's  (hips  might    1779. 
come  too  near  the  town  and  atinoy  the  rear  of  our    v^Wi; 
lines,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  fmk  a  number  of 
veffels  to  flop  the  paffage :   his  Majcfty's  fhip  Rofe 
making  at  this  time  fcventeen  inches  water  an  hour, 
and  her  men,   guns,    and  ammunition  being  on  * 

ihore,  fhe  was  thought  the  moft  eligible,  as  her 
weight  would  keep  her  acrofs  t\\f  channel,  when 
lighter  veffels  could  not,  owing  to  the  rapidity  of 
the  current  and  hard  fandy  bottom,  which  prevented 
the  (ticking  fall  where  they  were  funk.  The  Sava- 
xiah  armed  fhip,  purchafed  into  the  King's  fervice 
by  order  of  Commodore  Sir  James  Wallace,  fomc 
time  before,  was  fcuttled  and  funk  alfo ;  four  tran- 
fports  were  funk  befides,  which  blocked  up  the 
channel ;  feveral  fmaller  veffels  were  alfo  funk  above 
the  town,  and  a  boom  Uid  acrofs,  to  prevent  the 
enemy  fending  down  fire-rafts  among  the  fhipping, 
or  landing  troops  in  our  rear. 

*         * 

The  French  having  now  made  regular  approaches,  D'Ef- 
and  finiflied  their  batteries  of  mortars  and  cannon  ^^^"g 
near  enough  to  the  works,  on  the  third  of  OQober,  at  ^°*^Li 
midnight,  opened  their  bomb-battery  of  nine  large  ^^ 
mortars ;  at  day  break  they  alfo  opened  with  thirty 
ISven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  landed  from  the  fleet,  • 

and  fired  on  the  lines  and  batteries  with  great  fury. 
This  laded  day  and  night  until  the  morning  of  the 
9th,  when  finding  little  notice  taken  of  their  mot  and 
fiiells,  at  day  break  ftormed,  with  their  whole  force, 
the  Coj^nt  i)'Eftaing  at  their  head.      This  attempt 
proved  moft  fatal  to  them,  for  thty  met  with  fo  feverc 
a  repulfe  from  only  three  hundred  n\en,  affiftedby 
the  grape  ftiot  from  the  batteries,  that  from  this  day 
they  wrought  with  indefatigable  labour  to  carry  off 
their  cannon  and  mortars.  And  on  the  night  of  the 
17th  entirely  quitted  their  works  retreated  to  their 
boats,  and  embarked  under  cover  of  their  gallies. 
Gen.  Lincoln,  with  the  rebel  army,  retreated  up  the 

country 
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r779#    coustry  with  great   prccipiution,  buming  every 
'  bridge  behind  aim ;   aad  his  army  is  totally  dif« 
perkd. 

Hie  landforcxsonboardD'Efbincr's  fleet  amc^nt- 
ed  to  about  5500  men.  The  rebel  force  confiile4 
of  about  3000  men,  befides  fame  hundreds  of  free 
blacks  and  mul^ttoes  taken  on  board  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  ll)e  Ictfs  of  the  Britifh  forces  was  only  one 
Captain  snd  1 5  rank  and  file  killed,  and  a  Captain, 
3  fubaltrens,  and  35  wounded  ;  that  gf  the  enemy 
exceeded  1 200  killed  and  wouhded,  among  the  lat- 
ter were  Count  D'Eftaing,  M.  de  Fontagne,  Major 
•General  Count  Polaiki,  (ince  dead,  and  feyeral 
ethers  of  diftin£Hon.  The  only  officer  killed  of  the 
Britiih  was  the  gallant  Captain  Taws,  of  the  dra- 
goons,* who  nobly  fell  with  his  fword  in  the  body  of 
die  third  he  had  killed  with  his  own  hand. 

Thus  vlas  an  end,  for  the  prefent,  happily  put  to 
the  ambitious  defigns  of  our  enemies  by  a  force  fo 
inferior,  that  mere  prefervation  was  the  fummit  of 
its  hope ;  when  the  whole  circumftances  are  coo- 
£dered,  there  never  was  a  defence  of  fo  much  dif- 
Acuity  conduded  with  more  fteady  perfeverance,  or 
accomplifhed  with  more  vigour  and  abilitjf ;  yet  all 
thefe  difficulties  were  furmOunted  by  the  genius  of 
the  Commander  in  chief,  thegallantry  of  the  officers, 
and  the  bravery  of  the  Britiffi  troops.  It  is  hoped» 
.  this  defeat  will  convince  our  enemies  of  the  folly  of 
interpofing  in  a  quarrel  between  fubjeds  and  their 
Sovereign;  and  it  is  now  in  the  bofomof  fate, 
whether  Frannce  or  Great  Britain  (hall  give  lawta 
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Containing  a  eollcftion  of  interefting  and  authentic 
PAPERS,  relative  to  the  Contest  between 
GREAT  BRITAIN  and  HER  COLONIES, 

neceilary  to  elucidate  the  Hiftory, 

» 

THE  difpute  between  Great-Britain  and  America  commenced  in 
the  year  17649  with  ^n  attempt  to^ prevent  fmuggling  in  America. 
There  are  fome  perfons  who  apprehend  the  feeds  of  it  were  fown  much 
earlier.  They  may  be  right*— But  it  is  not  the  deiiffn  of  this  coin- 
pilattpn  to  explain  motives,  or  explore  latent  caufcs.  The  objefl  here  is, 
to  prefcnt  an  impartial  coUedion  of  authentic  Documents ;  with  fuch 
adcUtions  only,  as  are  abfolutely  neceflkry  to  conne£^  the  narrative. 

.In  1764,  the  Britifli  miniftry  having  come  to  a  refolution»  to  prevent, 
as  much  as.poffible,  the  pa&ice  of  finu^^ling,  not  only  the  commanders 
of  tKe  armed  cutters  ftatiohed  on  the  Bntiih  coafts,  but  of  the  ihips  fent 
fo  America,  were  ordered  toaft  in  the  capacity  of  revenue  o$cers,  to 
take  the  ufual  Cuftom-houfe  oaths,  and  obkrve  the  Cuftom-houfe  regu- 
lations; by  which  that  enterprifing  fpirit  of  theirs,  which  had  been 
lately,  with  great  fuccefs,  exerted  againft  the  common  enemy,  was  now 
(lireSed  and  encoun^ed  againf^  the  fubje£k.  Trade  jxras  injured  by  this 
mcafure*  The  gentlemen  of  the  navy  were  not  acquainted  with  Cuftom- 
houfe  laws,  and  therefore  many  illegal  feizures  were  made.  The  fubje6b 
in  America  could  get  no  redrefs  but  from  Englaiid,  which  was  tedious 
^nd  difficult  to  fibtain. 

A  trade  had  for  many  years  been  carried  on  between  the  Britifh  and 
Spanifh  colonies,  confiftiog  of  the  manufaftures  of  Great- Britain,  im- 
ported )iy  the  Britifh  colonies  as  for  their  owi^  confumption,  and  bought 
with  their  own  produce  ;  for  which  they  were  paid  by  the  Spaniards  in 
gold  and  iilver,  fometimes  in  bullion  and  fometimes  in  coin,  and  with 
cochineal,  &c.  occafionally.  This  trade  was  not  literally  and  ilridlly 
according  to  law,  yet  the  advantage  of  it  being  obvious  on  the  fide  of 
Gfeat- Britain  and  her  polonies,  it  had  been  connived  at.  But  the  armed 
fiiips,  under  the  new  regulations,  feizcd  the  veiTcIs ;  and  this  beneficial 
iraJEfic  was  fuddenly  aknoil  deflroyed.  Another  trade  had  been  carried 
on  between  the  North  American  colonies  and  the  French  Weft  India 
ifiandsy  to  the  great  advantage  of  both,  as  well  as  to  the  mother  country. 
Thefe  matters  bad  been  winked  at  many  years;  ip  confideration  of  the 
quantity  of  manufactures  our  North  American  colonies  were  thereby 
enabled  to  take  from  us.  This  advantageous  commerce  not  only  pre- 
vented ^he  British  colonies  being  drained  of  their  current  fp^cic  by  the 
call$  of  the  mother  country,  but  added  to  their  coramon  circulation  of 
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ca(h ;  whicli  encreafed  in  propoition  with  the  trade.  Btit  this  tnck 
being  alfo  cut  ofF»  by  the  crutzerBy  all  America  became  uneafy. 

On  the  loth  of  March,  I7($4»  the  Houfe  of  Commons  agreed  to  a  num- 

*ber  of  refolutioQs  refpc6itng  the  Amerioan  trade;  upoa  leveral  of  whichy 

^  a  bill  was  brouglit  in,  asd  paffird  into  a  law,  laying  heavy  duties  on  the 

,  articles  imported  into  the  colonies  from  the  French  and  other  iHamk  in 

the  .Weil  Indies ;  and  ordering  thefe  duties  to  be  paid,  in  fpecie,  into 

the  Etchequer  of  Great-Brium.     As  to  the  Spani^  trade,  the  Court  of 

Madrid  had  always  been  againft  it ;  and  in  complaifanoe  to  that  Court,  as 

well  as  in  Compliance  with  the  old  law,  and  treaties  with  Spain,  it  con- 

tinned  to  be  pretented,  as  much  as  poffible. 

The  Americans  complained  much  of  this  new  law ;  and  of  the  unex- 
ampled hardHiipy  of  firii  being  deprived  of  obtaining  fpecie,  and  next 
being  of dered  to  pay  the  new  duties,  in  fpecie,  into  the  Treafury  at  Lon- 
don ;  which  they  faid  muft  fpeedily  drain  them  of  all  the  fpecie  tbey  had. 
Bat  what  feemed  moft  particularly  hard  upon  them,  was,  a  biM  hnwght 
in  the  fail  feffion,  and  pdOfed  into  a  law,  ^^  To  reftmio  the  cutrency  of 
paper  money  in  the  colenies* 

At  the  end  of  the  frfiion,  the  King  thanked  the  Hoofe  of  C«»niBH>M, 
fen*  the  *'  wife  regulations  ii4iich  had  beeneftablilhed  to  angmeitt  the  pub- 
lic rercnues,  to  unite  the  intelrefts  of  the  moft  diftant  pofKAoM  of  Ms 
crown,  and  to  encourage  and  fecure  their  commerce  with  Grrcat-F 


At  the  hxKt  time  (March  lo,  1764)  the  Houfe  of  Commons  refolvcd, 
that  k  was  proper  to  charge  certain  ftasnp  duties  in  the  colonics  and  plan- 
tations. 

This  refolution  was  not  this  year  followed  by  ai»y  btH,  being  ody 
to  be  held  out  as  an  inUntion^  for  next  year.  It  was  ^ropofed,  and 
agreed  to,  in  a  thin  Houfe,  and  late  at  night,  and}uft  at  the  rifing  ifitli- 
out  any  debate. 

The  aflemblieH  of  Maffachufctt*s-Bay  and  New- York,  were  ahrmed  aft 
this  refolution.  They  came  to  feme  refehitions  upon  it ;  wbicfa,  with  t 
petition  from  each,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  againft  it,  were  tranfaiit- 
ed  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  £n|;land*  Tbey  were  kid  brfore  the 
Privy  Council  on  the  1  ith  of  I>ecemDer,  i  ^64.  The  Privy  Cooscfl  ad* 
vifcd  the  King  to  lay  them  before  Parliamtnt.  They  were  never  laid 
before  Parliament— they  were  fupprefed. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 765,  the  American  agents  in  London  were  infonned 
by  adminift^tion,  That  if  the  cofonits  woukl  pr<$pofe  any  other  mode  of 
raifing  the  fum  intended  to  he  raifed  by  iUmp  duties,  their  propofok 
would  be  accepted,  and  tlie  ftamp  duty  lafd  zMt^  The  agents  laid  they 
were  not  authorized  to  give  any  an  fiver,  but  that  they  Were  ordered  loop* 
pofe  the  bill-  when  it  fhouM  be  broiight  into  the  Houfe,  by  pedtioos 
queftioning  the  right  claimtHl  by  parliament  of  taxing  the  coIoom^ 

The  bill  laying  a  ftamp  duty  in  America,  palTed  in  M^^rdi-,  1 765. 
The  following  v*tis  printed  at  the  time  as  p«rt  of  the  Debates  on  the  WU5 

Mr.  OrenvilUf  after  fpeaking  long  in  favour  of  the  bill,  cdRchnkd 
with  faying,  "  Thcie  dnhlren  of  our  own  planting  (fpeaking  ef  tb* 
American^)  noiirilhed  by  our  indulgence,  until  they  are  grown  t^  «  ff^ 
dcgrte  of  llrcneth  and   opiilcacc,   and  protedcd  by  ow*  ram!^   wift  t^Kj 

-    pudge 
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f^niJffe  to  coptribule  their  miu  to  reKcve  us  firgm,  tl^  hfi^vjr  load  of  na- 
tionaTexiiencCy  vvhich  w€  lie  under  f'' 

CoUnei  Barrff  repiiei^  •'  CHUrf  ft  planted  hy  ytfur^arel  No!  ^oufop- 
preffioii  pdanted  tliem  in  Ai^ierica  5  tbej  fled  fro«i  your  Ip^ny,  iiftoa 
then  uncultivattd  land,  where  they  were  caipofed  to  aliQ«|b  allelic  bard* 
ibip9  to  which  human  dature  ie  liable,  and  among  others^  to  th<  (^va^a 
cruelty  of  the  enemy  of  the  country,  a  peopk  oi  the  moft  ftibtle*  and  I 
take  upon  me  to  fay,  the  moft  truly  tcyribley  of  any  people  Uiat  ever  in- 
habited any  part,  of  Cod's  eautu  ;  and  yet,  adttaked  by  pri^ciple^  9f 
'  true  Engliih  libertT,  tbey  met  all  thde  hard(hip«  with  plcsyCurc,  compitred 
with  thole  tbey  fulicrcd  in  their  own  country,  mm  tbc  baildo  of  tbofe  tblt 
iltoukl have  been  theii'.friendsi.. 

*♦  T/jey  wurifi:td  up  hyy&ur  indalga^ce  f  T)kitj  grew  by  youf  qcgkd  rf 
thtm:  as  foon  as  you  began  to  care  about  theai^  that  care,  was ca&CKctfed 
In  fending  pcrfons  to  rule  over  them,  in  one  department  and  another^  wbp 
were>  perhaps,  the  deputies  of  fome  deputy,  fent  to  fpy  out  their  Hb^ty, 
to  mifreprefmt  their  af^ions,  and  to  prey  upon  tla^ai  y  nmit  \riw>fe  l)ek»- 
viour,  00  tnsny  occafions,  has  caufed  the  blood  of  tbofe  fooe  of  libeity  to 
recoil  wttbin  them  ;  men  promoted  to  thehigbeft  teats  of  jufttce,  fome, 
to  my  knovrledge,  were  ^l^At  by  ^oim^  to  foreign  couutriesy  to  efeapc 
being  brought  to  a  bar  of  juilice  m  their  own. 

•  "  Tkiy  proU6led  iyyour  arms  /  Tlwiy  have  noUy  takea  Up  a«iikS>in  four 
defence,"  have  exeited  their  valoar  amHlft  their  conftaiit  and  hboHom  iii* 
diiAry,  for  the  defence  of  a  ooadtry ,  whofe  ff  ontleiB,  while  drcnebcd  th 
blood,  its  interior  pBrts  hare  yiekled  all  its  Httk  &?tiigs  to  yottv  cahr^f- 
mcfit ;  voA^elieve  imt,  remember  I  tih  day  told  you  fo^  1  bat  the  feme  Ipirit 
wbtch  t&uated  that  people  at  firft,  wit  continue  witb  tbem  ftili )  bwt 
pntdenoe  forbids  me  to  explain  myfelf  a4Ry  JFivtber.  Cod  km)ws»  I  do  w/t 
at  this  time  Q>cak  from  ouHives  of^  ^^^Y  beat.  However  fuperior  to 
me,  in  general  knowledge  and  experience,  any  one  here  nay  be,  yet  I 
claim  to  kttoiw.naorc  of  America,  having  feen  and  been  more  eonveHant 
in  that  cmmtry.  The  people  there  are  as  truly  loyal,  I  briirre,  as  any 
(ubje&s  the  King  has ;  but  a  people  jealous  of  their  libertiest  and  wh0 
will  vtndtcata  tltem  if  tfaecy  ihould  be  fiobted  ;-^but  tJke  fubjcSb  is  de«* 
Ikate..  I  wiH  fay  na  more/' 

At  the  cadi  of  the  fcffian»  the  King  faid  to  tbe  Hoofe  of  Commonst 
*<  I  have  feen,  with  the  nn>ft  perfect  appsobation,  tkat  you  have  eoiiployed 
this  feafon  of  tranquility  a»  promoting  thoCe  obje6ts  which  I  have  recom- 
mended to  your  attention,  tod  in  framing  fuch  regidations  as  may  bed 
inforce  the  jud  authority  of  the  legiflature,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fecure 
afikd  extend  tke  commerce,  and  unite  the  interefts  of  every  part  of  my 
dcuBinioas*" 

Tbe  objc^^ns  of  the  people  of  America  to  tht  ftamp  aid,  wete  of 
three  kiads, 

Firft,  The  powers  given  by  the  aft  tb  the  Vica-Admirality  courts,  in 
AmericBt  they  fasd,  would  prove  exceedingly  grievous  to  the  iubje£^,  by 
the  diftance  of  them;  and  more  fo,  by  depriving  the  fubjed  of  his  trial 
by  jury,  which  was  allowed  in  £sfrland. 

Secondlyf  Becaufc  the  ftamp  duty  would  cxitirdy  drain  the  eoldnies  of 
c)if  ir  fpecic, 

Tliirdlv, 
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Thirdly,  Not  1>eing  reprefented  in  the  Pftrliamcnt  of  Great  Untmrn, 

that  Parliament,  they  affirmed,  had  no  right  to  Ux  thcm«     ThcmleWca 

only  were  the  projpcr,  and  beft  judges  of  their  ability ;  they  claimed  m 

*neht  to  the  exercifeof  this  judgement,  and  to  the  fole  and  exdufivcnght 

*ot  impofing  taxet  upon  themfclvet. 

As  ibon  Bs  they  were  informed  the  ftarap  %€t  had  palled,  the  wkkoit 
continent  of  America  was  thrown  into  a  flame* 

The  province  of  Virginia  took  the  lead.  On  the  29ehof  Blay,  17^, 
the  Huufe  of  BurgeiTetof  Vimnia,  came  to  the  following  refolutiooa : 

Whereas  •  the  Honourable  Houie  of  Commons  in  England,  hsTc  of 
late  drawn  f  into  ^ueftion,  how  fir  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  cotony 
hath  power  to  ena^  laws  for  laying  taxes  and  impofing  duties,  payable  by 
the  people  of  thts,  -his  Majelly*s  mod  antient  colony ;  for  fettline  vai 
afoertaining'thc  fame  to  all  future  times,  the  Houfe  of  Borgeifes  en  tUs 
ptrfent  General  Affembly  have  come  to  the  feveral  following  refolutiooa : 

Refohedy  That  the  iirft  adventurers  and  fettlers  of  this  his  Ma|efty's 
colony  and  dominion  of  Virginia,  brouglit  with  them,  and  tnttfoutted 
to  their  pofterity,  and  all  other  his  Majeiiy's  fubje^s  fince  inbaittting  in 
this  his  Majefty's  colony,  all  the  privileges  and  immuBities  that  have  nt 
any  time  been  held,  enjoyed,  and  poiicfied  by  the  pe(^le  of  Great 
Britain. 

Refihidf  That  by  the  two  royal  charters  granted  by  King  James  the 
Firft|  the  cdonifts  aforc(aid  arc  declared  chtitkd  to  all  privileges  of  £uth- 
lul  liege  and  natural  bom  fnbjeds,  to  all  intents  and  purpoHes,  as  if  they 
bad  been  abiding  and  born  within  the  realm  of  England. 

RefolvM^  That  his  Mnefty^s  liege  pc6ple  of  this'his  moft  ancicBt  o^ 
iiy,  have  enjoyed  the  right  of  being  thus  governed  by  their  ow«  Aiem* 
l>iy,  in  the  article  of  taxes  and  internal  police,  and  that  the  ^oie  have 
iiei^er  been  forfeited,  or  any  other  way  yielded  up,  but  have  beeo  conftantly 
recognized  by  the  Xing  and  people  of  Great  Britain. 

Refidvedf  Therefore,  that  the  General  Affembly  of  diis  coioBy,  tog^wr 
<^h  his  li^efty  or  his  fubftitufe,  have,  in  their  retu-eleotsttve  c^actty, 
the  only  exclufwe  right  and  power  to  lay  tates  and  iinpofitioi^  ^Mm  the 
inhabitants  of  this  colony ;  and  that  every  attempt  to  inveft  fvck  « 
power  in  any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  other  than  tiie  Oeoeritl  Afta* 
biy  aforefaid,  isiUegal,  unconditutionai,  and  unjuft,  and  las  asumfieft 
tendency  to  deftroy  BnKifti,  as  well  as  American  freedom* 


w^mm'mmmmmmmm 


The  fum  expeded  to  be  raifed  by  the  ftmrnpi'duty,  was,  £.  100,000 /«r 

On  the  9th  of  July  1765,  the  bdcnxl  of  trea{bry  (in  London)  entered 
upon  their  books  the  following  minute  :  ''  That,  in  order  toobvtttetlw 
inconveniences  of  bringing  into  this  kingdom  the  money  to  be  ratfed  by 
the  ftamp-duties, .  all  the  produce  of  the  American  duties,  atifing  or  to 
arifc  by.  virtue  of  any  Bnti/h  ad!  of  parliament,  (hookl  from  time  to  time 
be  paid' to  the  deputy  pay»-oiafter  in  America,  to  defray  the  ibbfifteace  of 
tlic  tioopG,  and  any  miKtnry  exp^nccs  incurred  in  the  colonies.** 

In  June  1765,  the  king  thought  proper  to  difmifs  his  miniftcrs.  The 
Marquis  of  Rockin^Wam  vras  appointed  fbH  lord  of  the  treaftny,  .and 
others,  Mslorduiip's  friend;',  fuccecdcdto,thc  vacant  places. 

The 
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'ftic  reiblutiom  ^f  the  honfe  of  bui^eOes  of  Virginia  bdni;  laidbefor« 
tke  new  board  of  trade,  theyi  on  the  27th  of  Auguft»  reprclented  to  tha 
king  in  council,  **  That  the  rcfol«tions,  as  they  contain  an  abfolute  difa- 
vowal  of  the  right  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  to  iinpofe  taxes 
upon  her  colonies,  and  a  daring  attack  upon  the  .coiiftitiition  of  this 
country,  appear  to  us  to  require  an  immediate  and  ferieus  atterttion  ;  and 
lyhatever  further  roeafures  your  Majeily  may,  with  the  advice  of  your 
council,  judge  proper  to  be  taken  either  for  exprelfing  your  royal  di{ap-» 
probation  of  thefe  proceedings,  or  for  preventing  the  fatal  confequencet 
which  they  naturally  tend  to  produce,  we  think  it  our  duty  to  fubmit  t» 
your  Majefty's  conlidcration,  whether,  in  the  mean  time,  it  may  not  be  ex** 
pedient  to  difpatch  immediate  inftru^iions  to  your  Majefty's  fenrants  in 
yoUr  Majefty's  colony  o^  Virginia,  who  may  be  concerned  in  enforcing  the 
execution  of  the  law  for  levying  the  duty  upon  ftajnps,  that  they  do  each 
in  their  feveral  department,  in  fupport  of  the  authority  of  parliament^ 
vigoroufly  exert  themfelves,  and  with  becoming  refolution  upon  every  oc« 
caiion,  exad  a  due  obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  land."* 

Parliament,  however,  did  not  meet  for  bufmefs  till  January  X.776,  when 
the  following  papers  were  laid  before  both  houfes. 

Copy  of  a  litttr  firom  Mr.  Seeretary  Conway  %  to  LieuU  GoverHof  Fauqmef^  • 
SIR,  SepU  f4.  1765. 

IT  is  with  the  greateft  pleafurtf  I  received  his  Majefty's  commands  xm 
declare  to  you  his  moft  gracious  approbation  of  your  condu^.     His  Ma* 

i'cfiy  and  his  fcrvantsare  fatisfied,  that  the  precipitate  refolutions  you  fcnt 
iome  did  not  take  their  rife  from  any  remiiinefs  or  intention  in  you ;  nor 
is  his  Majefty  at  all  inclined  to  fuppofe,  that  any  inftance  of  diffidence  oe 
^i0atisfa€Uon  could  be  founded  in  the  general  inclination  of  his  antient 
and  loyal  colony  of  Virginia ;  the  nature  of  the  thing  and  your  reprefen* 
tations  induce  a  perfuation,  that  thofe  ilUadvifed  refolutions  owed  their 
birth  to  the  violence  of  fome  individuals,  who  taking  the  advantage  of  a 
thin  aiFembly,  fo  far  prevailed,  as  to  publifh  their  own  unformed  opinions 
to  the  world  as  the  fentiments  of  the  colony.  But  his  Majefty,  Sir,  witt- 
not,  by  the  prevalence  of  a  few  men,  at  a  certain  moment,  be  perfuadcd- 
to  change  the  opinion,  of  leflcn  the  confidence,  he  has  always  entertained 
•f  the  colony  of  Virginia ;  which  has  always  experienced  the  protedioo 
of  the  crown.  His  Majefty's  fervants,  therefore,  withentire  reliance  on  your 
prudence,  and  on  the  virtue  and  wifdom  of  the  colony  entrufted  to  your 
«are,  perfuade  themfelves,  that  when  a  full  aflembly  mall  calmly  and  ma- 
turely  deliberate  upon  thofe  refolutions,.  they  will  fee,  and  be  themfelves. 
alarmed  at,  the  dangerous  tendency  and  mifchievous  confequences  which 
they  might  be  productive  of,  both  to  the  mother  country  and  the  colonies, 
which  are  the  equal  objedis  of  his  Majefty's  paternal  care ;  and  whofe 
mutual  happinefs  and  profperity  certainly  require  a  confidential  reliance 
of  the  colonies  upoa  the  mother  country. 

Upon  thefe  principles.  Sir,  and  upon  your  prudent  management,  and  a 
proper  reprefentation  to  the  wife  and  Xober  part  of  the  people  how 
cameft  his  Majefty  is  to  extend  the  happy  influence  of  his  fatherly  care 
over  every  part  of  his  domipions,  it  is  ezpeded  that  a  full  aflembly  will 
fbm  very  diSereat  rcfolutious^  fuch  as  may  cement  that  union,  which. 

aloae 
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CM  tiiMkb  tlie  faftty  and  pro%>mtf  of  the  colomct  and  tbe 
«i0tlifir  cottBtty* 

Asdiece  10  uo  loUiitioo  in  tbe  cvi^m^to  aitemptt  nor  in  the  King's  far- 
vtats  to  advife,  aayuKToadiaiciit*  on  the  real  riefat«  and  liberties  of  any 
put  of  Us  Majefty's  fufaje^ ;  ^  iie!th*r  wiU  his  MajeHy  undovbtecfiy 
DxbRiitv  or  liis  femnts  advife,  under  any  eircumftaiices,  tkait  thcrefped 
wbteh  is  d«e  to  parliament*  t&d  wkiefa  k  orccfliMy  for  the  good  of  the 
svhole  BritiiheiRpiKlhoaid  any^f^hevebeiBadea  fiK^rifice  to  local  anddsa- 
prc|ifdidct. 

As  dtis  iaopoitant  nuuter  is,  hoiw^«er,  now  befem  his  Majefty's  privy 
Goaadl^  as  wdl  as  t^  other  coaiideration  of  the  daneeretzs  riot  and  mu- 
tinons  behaviour  of  the  peo]f4e  oa  the  froatiersy  I  faall  not  pretend  ta 
pm  any  adWoe  or  iaftra^ions  4ipon  tkeie  fubjeds ;  not  doabtini^,  but 
|iaa  wSi  faan  hate  ihe  ftrHeft  fnm  tJhe^ifdom  <h  that  board,  in  all  thofe 
thsBgs,  ia  whSoh,  tiy  your  Mi  acoounta,  the  nxift  eficntial  iaterefts  of  the 
aobay  ane  fo  ileeply  concerned. 

You  will  therefore,  in  the  mean  time,  be  wry  attentive,  byererypro- 
4eaa  nMaiare  IB  your  power,  at  once  to  maintain  the  juft  rights  of  the 
Britiih  government,  and  to  pveferve  the  peace  and  tran^ailtty  of  the  pro- 
vinces com  nutted  to  your  care* 

Bsa  as  thetfe  appear  to  me  mattcvB  of  government  fit  for  hit  ll^ety't 
more  innMcdiare  aotice  and  information,  I  muft  beg  you  wiH  not  £ul  to 
tttofmit  to  sae  foch  occurrences,  from  time  to  time,  on  thefe  heads,  as  yov 
naay  deem  of  impintatice  ia  the  iight  I  mention.     I  am,  Sec. 

H.   S»  COKWAT. 

ExtrMd^ff^  Uuer^fi%m  Mr,  Siftretary  C^muay^  to  Majar  GcneraiCap. 
SIR,  Oe^hef  t4«   1765. 

IT  n  with  <he  ^eatell  concern,  that  his  Majefty  learns  the  difttiri)ancei 
wiiich  haac  aaifaa  in  fome  of  the  North  American  c<Aomes  :  tfaefe  events 
will  probably  create  appKcatton  to  you^  in  which  the  ntmoft  exertion  of 
yanr  pnideaoe  may  be  aeceffary ;  fo  as  juftly  to  temper  your  condod  be- 
tawen  that  caution  and  coolnds,  which  the  delicacy  of  foch  a  fitttatioa 
may  .demand  on  one  hand,  and  th^  ^S^^  iieceffary  to  fnpprefs  oati^e 
aad  violence  oa  tfhe  other,  it  is  iSH>omble  at  this  diftancc,  to  aCft  yoo 
by  any  partidilar  or  pofkive  inflrw^ion,  becaafe  yon  wtflfind  youifelf 
neceffarily  obliged  to  take  your  refolation  as  parttcvlar  drcumftancesand 
amei^encies  may  vcqnire. 

It  18  hoped,  and  eape^ed,  that  this  want  of  confidence  n  the  jaiBce  and 
ferndermsis  ^  the  moMier  country,  and  this  open  refiftance  to  its  ao^ority, 
can  only  imvefooad  place  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  better  and  wifer  part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  tbat  decency 
apd  fttbmiflion  may  prevail*  not  only  to  redrefs  gfievanoes,  but  to  obtain 
grace  and  favour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  ptiblic  violence  can  eaped  no- 
thing but  feverity  and  challifement.  You,  and  all  his  l^ajefty's  fervaa^* 
from  a  (en€e  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your  coun^,  wnl  endeavovrba 
OBcste  and  eacOurage  thefe  fentimeStti. 

If,  by  lenient  and  perfuafive  methods,  you  can  contribute  to  tAsak. . 
that  peace  and  tranquility  to  the  provinces,  on  which  tlhcir  wdfine,  aa^ 
happiacls  depend,  you  wHl  do  a  tooft  acceptable  and  eflcntiri  Hernce^edT 
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your  country  :  but  having  taken  every  ftcp  which  the  utmoft  prudence  and 
1  cnky  can  di^Ute^  in  compaffion  to  the  folly  and  ignoraoce  of  (bn^  mif- 
guided  people,  you  will  not|  on  the  other  hand,  whene  your  affiftance  may- 
be wanted  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of  government,  fail  to  concur  in  every 
proper  meafure  for  its  fupport,  by  fuch  a  timely  exertion  of  force^  aa  may 
be  neceflai^  to  repel  ads  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide.  &r  the 
maintenance  of  peace  and  good  order  in  the  provinces* 

Cofy  of  a  letter /ram  Mr.  Secretary  Conivajp  to  Governor  Berttanh 
SIR,  Oiiober  24,  1765^ 

YOUR  letters  of  the  15th,  i6th,  aid,  and  31ft  of  Augufl,  have 
been  received  ;  the  three  fom^r  not  till  yefterday* 

It  is  with  the  greateft  concern  his  Majefty  learns  the  difturbancea  which 
have  lately  ariien  in  your  province,  the  general  confuiQon  that  feems  to 
reign  there,  and  the  total  languor  and  want  of  energy,  in  your  govemmenty 
to  exert  itfelf  with  any  dignity  or  efficacy,,  for  the  fupprcflion  of  tumults, 
which  (eem  to  (Irike  at  the  very  being  of  all  authority  and  (tlbordsnaiion 
among  you.  His  Majefty  cannot  but,  widi  the  greateft  furprtzc  hear  o£» 
the  refufal  of  your  council  to  call  for  the  aid  of  any  regular  fb«:c  to  ^ 
fupport  of  the  civil  magiftracy,  at  a  time  when,  it  mms,  you  had  reafon 
to  think^  there  was  no  other  power  capable  of  providing  for  the  peace  aiid 
quiet  of  the  province. 

Nothing  can,  certainly,  exceed  the  ilKadvifed' and  intemperate  conduft 
held  by  a  party  in  your  province,  which  can  in  no  way  contribute  to  die  re* 
moval  of  any  real  grievance  they  might  labour  under,  but  auiy  tend  19 
•bftrud  and  impede  the  exertion  of  his  Majefty's  benevolent  attention,  to 
the  eafe  and  comfort,  as  well  as  the  welfare  of  all  his  people. 

It  is  hoped,  and  expefted,  that  this  want  of  cpnfidenoe  in  the  joftibe  and 
tendernef^  of  the  mother  country,  and  this  open  refiftance  to  its  ^ithority» 
(an  only  have  found  place  among  the  lowev  and  more  ignorant  of  the 
people  ;  the  better  and  more  wile  part  of  the  colonies  will  know,  that 
decency  and  fubmilSon  may  prevail,  not  only.toredrefs  grievances,  but  to 
obtain  grace  and  favour,  while  the  outrage  of  a  public  violence  can  expe6i 
nothing  but  feverity  and  chaftifement.  Thefe  fentiments,  you,  and  all 
^fs  Majefty's  fervaats,  from  a  fcnfe  of  your  duty  to,  and  love  of,  your 
country,  will  endeavour  to  excite  and  encourage  :  you  will  all,  in  a  parti- 
cular manner,  call  upon  them  not  to  render  their  cafe  defperate  $  yod 
win,  in  the  ftrongeft  colours^  reprefent  to  them  the  dreadful  confequencea 
thait  muft  inevitaDly  attend  the  forcible  and  violent  refiftance  to  ads  of 
the  Britifh  parliament,  and  the  fcene  of  mifery  and  diftraifUoii  to  botb 
countries  inieparable  from  fiicb  a  condud. 

if,  by  lenient  and  perfuailve  methods,  you  can  contribute  to  reftore  that 
peace  and  tranquility  to  the  provinces,  on  which  their  welfare  and  hap- 
pinefs  depend,  you  will  do  a  moft  acceptable  and  eflential  fervice  to  your 
coui)try  I  but  baving  taken  every  flep  which  the  utmoft  prudence  and 
len^ J  can  dilate,  tn  compaffion  to'  the  folly  and  ignorance  of  fome  oiif- 
guided  people,  you  urill  not,  on  th^  other  han4>  iail  to  ufe  your  utmoft. 
power  tor  repelling  all  ads  of  outrage  and  violence,  and  to  provide  for 
th^  maintenance  of  peace  and  good  oraer  i|i  the  province,  by  fuch  a  timely 
c^xertion  of  forte,  as  the  occaiion  may  require ;  for  which  purpofe,  you 
frill  make  the  proper  applications  to  General  Gage,  or  Lord  Colvi'^ 
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lo  APPENDIX. 

trommanderft  of  his  Majcdy's  land  and  naval  forces  ia  Amerioa  :  forliow- 
:ever  unwilling  his  Majefty  may  confent  to  the  exertion  of  fuch  powers » 
may  endanger  the  fafety  of  a  finglc  fubjcft,  yet  can  he  not  permit  hrs 
owndienity,  and  the  authority  of  the  Britiih  legidature,  to  be  trampled 
on  by  torce  and  violence,  and  in  avowed  contempt  of  all  order,  duty  zd 
decorum. 

If  the  fubje^  is  aggrieved,  he  knows  in  what  manner  legally  andean- 
ftitutionally  to  apply  tor  relief :  hut  it  is  not  fuitable,  cither  to  the  (afrtj 
or  dignity,  of  the  Britifh  empire,  that  any  individuals,  under  the  pre- 
teace  of  redrefiihg  grievances,  (hould  prefume  to  violate  the  public  peact 

I  am,  &c.  H.  S.  Comwiy. 

P.  S.  The  floop  which  carries  this  will  carry  orders  to  Lord  Colrl 
and  to  the  Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  to  fend  to  your  afQftance  any  fons 
which  may  be  thought  neceflary  from  thence,  and  which  that  provisc: 
can  fupply. 

The  King  having,  in  his  fpeech,  recommended  to  the  confidcntI»jft 
.of  p«irKament  the  aifairs  of  America,  a  debate  natundly  followed  oa 
the  addrefs.'  , 

*,  The  new  minift^rs  fpoke  tenderly  of  the  difturbanccs  and  confuli^as 
In  America.  The  late  mioifters  (at  this  time  in  oppofltion)  were  quite 
the  reverfc. 

:  Earl  Nugent  (then  Mr.  Nugent)  infifted,  « That  the  honour  ittd  dig- 
nity of  the  kingdom,  obliged  us  to  compel  the  execution  of  the  top* 
«A,  except  the  right  was  acknowledged,  and  the  repe^  folicitcd  :^i 
favmiiV  He  computed  the  ezpence  of  the  troops  now  employed  in  Ame- 
rica for  their  defence,  as  he  called  it,  to  amount  to  nine-pence  intk 
pound  of  otir  land  tax;  while  the  produce  of  the  {lamp -a£b  would  oo( 
raife  a  (hilling  a  head  on  the  inhabitants  of  America  j  but  that  a  pcpp^^* 
com,  ill  acknowledgment  of  the  right,  was  of  more  value,  than  Mii^i^^| 
without.  He  expatiated  on  the  extreme  ingratitude  of  the  colonic*;  a°<* 
concluded,  with  charging  the  miniftry  with  encouraging  pctitwos  tJ 
parliament,  and  inflrutlions  to  members  from  trading  and  manunicton<^ 
towns,  againft  the  a^. 

Mr,  Prtt  Tbow  Lord  Chatham)  fpoke  next.     And  he  always  bfgi^' 
very  Im^i  aad  as  every  body  was  in  agitation  at  his  firft  rifing,  his  istn)- 
du6Hon  was  not  heard,  'till  he  faid,  *  I  came  to  town  but  to-day ;  1  ^?* 
a  llranger  to  the  tenor  of  his  Majefty 's  fpeech,  and  the  propofed  adcfwis 
'till  i  heard  them  read  in  this  houfe.     Uncoane(fted  and  unconWtw  i 
have  not  the  means  of  information';   I  am  fearful  of  offending      T\ 
mi  Hake,  and  therefore  beg  to  be  indulged  with  a  fecond  reading  of  t  « 
propofed  addi^eft.'     The  addre&  being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  went  on:— '{^^ 
commended  the  King*s  fpeech,  approved  of  the  addrefs  in  anfwcr,  ^  " 
decided  nothing,  every  eentleman  being  left  at  perfect  liberty  to  ti* 
fuch  a  part  concerning  America,  as  he  might  afterwards  fee  fit*    ^ 
word  only  he  could  not  approve  of,  an  earfy^  is  a  word  that  docs  not    - 
Iqng  to  the  notice  the  miniftry  has  given  to  parliameat  of  the  trouoJ^' 
America.     In  a  matter  of  fuch  importance^  the  tommunJcation  oug^ 
tx)  have  becq  immediate  ;  I  fpeak  not  with  rcfpedl  to  parties ;  I  ftanu  4 
la  this  place  iii^gle  and  uncoaaeded.     As  ^  the  Ute  miniflryi  i^^'!^^ 
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liimWf  to  Mf.  Grcnvillc,  who  fat  trithin  one  of  hitn)  tvety  dipital  mca- 
furc  they  have  taken,  has  been  entirely  wrong! 

*  As  to  the  prcfcnt  gentlemen,  to  tkofc.  at  lead  whom  I  have  ii\  my 
eye  (looking  at  the  bench  where  Mr.  Conway  fat,  with  the  l6rd8  of  thd  , 
trcafury)  I  have  .no  objeAIon ;  I  have  never  been  made  a  facrifice  by 
any  of  them.  Their  chara6iers  are  fair ;  and  I  am  always  glad  when 
men  of  fail*  chara^er  engage  in  hit  Majcfly's  fervicc.  Some  of  then^ 
have  done  mc  the  honour  to  t(k  my  poor  opinion,  before  they  would 
engage.  Thefe  will  do  me  the  juftice  to  own,  I  advifed  them  to  engage  ; 
but  notwithftanding — I  love  to  be  explicit — I  cannot  give  them  my  con- 
fidence;  pardon  me,  gentlemen,  (bowing  to  the  nriinillry)  confidt»nce  i* 

a  plant  of  (low  growth  in  an  aged  bofonv:  youth  is  the  feafon  of  credu- 
lity ;  by  comparing  events  with  each  other,  reafouing  from  effefts  to 
caufes,  methinks,  I  plainly  difcovcr  the  traces  of  an  over-ruling  itifluenc^. 

*  There  i^  a  claufe  in  the  aft  of  fettlement,  to  oblige  every  miniflcr 
to  fign  his  name  to  the  advice  which  he  gives  his  fovereign.  Would  it 
were  obferved ! — I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve  the  crown^  and  if  I 
could'  have  fubmitted  to  influence,  I  might  have  ftill  continued  to  ferve  ^ 
but  I  would  not  be  refponfible  for  others. — I  have  no  local  attachments : 
it  is  indifferent  to  me,  whether  a  man  was  rocked  in  his  cradle  on  thts 
fide  or  that  (idc  the  Twced.-^!'  fought  for  merit  wherever  it  was  to 
be  found.— It  is  my  boaft,  that  I  was  the  firft  minifter  who  looked  for  it, 
and  I' found  it  in  the  mountains  of  the  north.  I  called  it  forth,  ^hd 
drew  it  into  your  fervice,  an  hardy  and  intrepid  race  of  men  !  men,  who, 
when  left  byifour  jealoufy,  became  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  your  enemies, 
and  had  gone  nigh  to  have  overturned  the  ftate,  in  the  wa^r  before  the  laft. 
Thefe  men,  in  tne  laft  war,  were  brought  to  combat  on  your  fide  :  they 
fcrved  with  fidelity,  as  they  fought,  with  valour,  and  conquered  for  you' 
in  every  part  of  the  world :  detcflci  be  the  national  reflexions  againft^ 
them !— they  are  unjuft,  groundlefs,  illiberal,  unmanly.  When  I  eeafed 
to  ferve  his  Majefty  as  a  miniftcr,  it  was  not  the  country  of  the  man  by 
which  I  was  moved — ^but  the  man  of  that  country  wanted  wifdom,  and 
held  principles  incompatible  with  freedom. 

*  It  is  a  long  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  fince  I  have  attended  in  parliament. . 
When  the  rcfolution  was  taken  in  the  houfc  to  tax  America,  I  was  ill 
in  bed.  If  I  could  have  endured  to  have  bcea  carried  in  my  bed,  fo  great 
was  the  agitation  of  my  mind  for  the  confequences !  I  would  have  foli- 
cited  fomc  kind  han^  to  have  laid  me  down  on  this  floor,  to  have  borne , 
my  tcftimony  againft  it.  It  is  now  an  z&  that  has  paflcd — I  would 
fpeak  with  decency  of  every  art  of  this  houfe,  bot  1  mntt  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  houfe  to  fpeak  of  it  with  freedom. 

*  I  hope  a  day  may  be  foon  appointed  to  confidcr  the  (late  of  the  nA- 
tion  with  refpeft  to  America. — I  hope,  gentlemen  will  cosne  to  this 
debate  with  all  the  temper  and  impartiality  his  Majefty  recommends, 
and  the  i<nportance  of  the  fiibjeX  requires.  A  fubjeft  of  greater  impor- 
taocc  than  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  this  houfe !  that  fubjcA  only 
excepted,  when,  near  a  century  ago,  it  was  the  queftion,  whether  yon 
youtfclrcs  were  to  be  bound,  or  free.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  canno| 
depend  upon  hetilth  for  aoy  future  day,  fuch  is  the  pature  of  my.  infir- 
miiivSj  I  will  btgta  fay  a  few  words  at  prcfe^Kt,  leaving  the  juftice,  the 

equity, 
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equity,  tl^  policy^  the  expediency  of  the  »&»  to  another  tune.     I  will 
only  fpeak  to  one^point,  a  point  which  fecms  not  to  have  been  generally 
underAood-— J  mean  to  the  right.     Some  gentlemen   (alluding  to  Mr^ 
Nugent)  feem  to  have  confidered  it  as  a  point  of  tionour.     If  gentlemci 
coniider  it  in  that  light,  ther  leave  all  meafures  of  right  and  wrong,  to 
follow  a  delufipn  that  may  lead  to  dellni£tion.     It  i$  my  opinion  that 
^his  kingdom  has  no  right  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  colonies.     At  the  fame 
time,  I  aflert  the  autnority  of  this  kingdom  over  the  cc^niety  to  be 
fovereign  and  fupreme,  in  every  circumftance  of  government  and  legiHa- 
tion  whatfoever.— They  are  the  fubjeda  of  thi$  kingdom,  equally  entitled 
with  yourfelves  to  all  the  natural  rights  of  mankind  and  the  peculiar 
privileges  of  Engliihmen.     Equally  bound  by  its  laws,  and  equally  par- 
ticipating of  the  conftitution  of  this  free  country.     The  Americaas  are 
the  fons,  not  the  baftards,  of  England.     Taxation  is  no  part  of  the 
governing  or  legiflative  power.— The  taxes  are  a  voluntary  gift  and  graat 
of  the  commons  alone.     In  legiflation  the  three  eilates  of  the  realm  art 
alil^e  concerned,  but  the  concurrence  of  the  peers  and  the  crowo  to  a 
tax,  is  only  neCeilkry  to  clofe  with  the  form  of  a  law.     The  gilt  and 
grant  is  of  the  commons  alone.     In  ancient  days,  the  crown,  the  baroof* 
and  the  clergy  poflcfTed  the  lands.     In  thofe  days,  the  barout  and  the 
clergy  gave  and  granted  to  the  crovm.    They  gave  and  granted  ^i^iat 
was  their  owb.^    At  prcfcut,  ilnce  the  diCco^'cry  of  America^  and  other 
drcumilanc^permittyig,  the  commons  are  become  the  proprictore  of  the 
land.     The  crown  has  divedcd  itfelf  of  its  great  efUtes.     The  chordi 
fGod  blcfs  it)  has  but  a  pittance.     The  propi^rty  of  the  lorf^  compared 
with  that  of  the  commons,  is  as  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocdin  :  and  this 
houfe  reprefents  thofe  oommons,  the  proprietors  of  the  lands ;  atid  thofe 
proprietors  virtually  reprefent  the  red  ef  the  inhabitants.     When,   there- 
fore, in  this  houfe  we  give  and  grant,  we  give  and  grant  what  is  our 
own.    But  in  an  American  tax,  what  do  we  do  ?  We,  Your  Ma|eiby^  oon- 
mons  of  Great-Britain,  eive  and  grant  to  yourMajefty,  what?  Our  own 
property  ? — "No,    We  give  and  graat  to  your  Majelly,  the  property  of 
your  Majefly's  commons  in  America.— It  is  an  abfurdity  in  terms. 

*  The  di&in^on  between  legiflation  and  taxation  is  eilicntiaUy  nccjAry 
to  liberty.  The  crown,  the  peers,  are  equally  legislative  powers  wkh 
the  conunons.  If  taxation  be  a  part  of  fimple  legiflatien,  the  cmnn, 
the  peers,  have  rights  in  taxation  as  well  as  yourfelves :  rights  which  they 
will  claim,  which  they  will  exercife,  whenever  the  principle  can  be  fiip* 
ported  by  power. 

'  There  is  an  idea  in  fome,  that  the  colonies  are  virtually  reprcfented 
in  this  houfe.  I  would  fain  know  by  whom  an  American  is  repndentcd 
here  ?  Is  he  repre(cnted  by  any  knight  of  the  (hire,  in  any  county  in  this 
kingdom?  Would  to  God  that  refpe^able  reprefentatiou  wasaogmcntfld 
to  a  greater  number !  Or  will  you  tell  him  that  he  is  reprtfcntcdby  any 
r«>reTentative  of  a  borough — a  borough  which  perhaps  no  man  erer  fitww- 
Tills  is  what  is  called,  tlie  rotten  part  of  the  conftitution. — It  €Mmm(t 
continue  the  century — If  it  does  not  drop,  it  muft  be  amputaled-i^lSic 
idea  of  a  virtual  reprefentation  of  America  in  this  houfe,  is  the  4y>ft 
contemptible  idea  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  a  man—^It  doea  mt/t 
dcfcrve  a  ferlous  refutation* 


APPENDIX.  13 

<  Tbe  cordons  of  America,  rq>reient<!d  in  their  (evcnl  afTemblic^ 
have  ever  been  in  pofieflion  of  the  esLcrcifc  of  this,  their  cooiUtuu'onal 
righty  of  giving  and  granting  jLheir  own  money.  They  would  have  been 
ilaves  if  they  had  not  enjoyed  it.  At  the  fame  tjme,  thit  kingdom,  a« 
the  fupreme  goveminc  and  legiflative  power,  hat  always  bound  the  colo- 
nies by  her  laws,  by  her  regulations,  and  reftridions  in  trade,  in  naviga* 
tioa,  in  manufadures — in  every  thing,  txcept  that  of  taking  their 
0i6ney  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  confent.— -Heme  I  would  draw 
the  liae,  ^am  ultra  cltraque  nequit  confjiere  re^m,^ 

He  concluded  with  a  familiar  voice  and  tone,  but  b  low  that  it  wa$ 
pet  eafy  to  diftinguifh  what  he  faid.  A  confiderable  paufe  enfued  after 
Mr.  Pitt  had  done  fpeaking. 

Mr.  Conway  at  length  eot  np.  He  faid,  '  he  had  been  waiting  to  fee 
whether  any  anfwer  would  be  given  to  what  had  been  advanced  by  the 
right  honourable  eentleman,  relcrvin^  himfelf  for  the  reply :  ^ut  as  none 
had  been  given,  he  had  only  to  dedare,  that  his  own  fentiments  were 
entirely  conformable  to  thofe  of  the  right  honourable  geatleman.^-That 
they  are  fo  conformable,  he  (aid,  is  a  circumftalice  that  affeds  me  with 
moft  foiiible  pleafure^  and  docs  me  the  greUeft  honour.  But  two  thinga 
fell  from  that  gentleoum  which  give  me  pain,  as  whatever  falls  from  that 
gentleman,  falls  firom  fo  great  a  height  as  to  make  a  deep  impreifion.  I. 
muft  endeavour  to  remove  it.  It  was  objeAcd,  that  the  notice  given  to  par- 
liament of  the  troubles  in  America  was  not  early.  I  can  affiire  the  houfe, 
the  firft  accounts  were  too  vague  and  imperiej^  to  be  worth  the  notice  of 
parliament*  It  is  only  of  late  that  they  have  been  precife  and  full.  An- 
over-ruling  influence  has  alfo  been  hinted  t^  I  lee  nothing  of  it.  I 
feel  nothing  of  itw  I  difclaim  it  for  myfdf,  and  (as  far  as  my  difcern« 
ment  can  reach)  for  all  the  reft  of  his  Majcfly's  miuiilcrt.'  ^ 

Mr^  Pitt  faid,  in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Conway,  <  The  czcufc  is  a  valid  one, 
if  rt  is  a  juft  one.  That  muil  appear  from  the  papers  now  before  the 
houfe.*  Mr.  Grenrille  next  ilood  up.  He  benn  with  cenfuring  the 
miniftry  very  feverely,  for  delaying  to  give  earlier  notice  to  parliament 
of  the  difturbances  in  America.  Heund,  <  they  began  in  July,  and 
now  we  are  in  the  middle  of  January  ;  lately  they  were  only  occurrences, 
they  are  now  growp  to  difturbances,  to  tumults  and  riots.  I  doubt  they' 
'border  on  open  rebellion  $  and  if  the  doi^rine  I  have  heard  this  d&y4>e 
confirmed,  I  fear  they  will  lofe  that  name  to  take  that  0/  revolution. 
The  governoient  over  them  being  diflblved,  a  revolution  will  take  place 
in  America.  I  cannot  underftand  tbe  difference  between  external  and 
internal  Uxes.  They  are  the  fame  in  effed,  and  only  differ  in  name. 
That  this  kingdom  ha/i  the  fovereiffn^  the  fupreme  Icgiflativc  power  over 
Ajaerica,  is  granted.  It  cannot  be  denied ;  and  taxation  is  a  part  of 
that  fovereign  power.  It  is  one  branch  of  the  tegiilation.  It  is,  h  has 
Keen  esercifed,  oyer  thofe  who  are  not,  who  were  never  rcprefcntcd. 
It  is  exercifed  over  the  India  company,  tbe  merchants  of  London,  the 

nriet^rs  of  the  (locks;  and  pver  many  great  manufafturing  towns, 
as  exercifed  over  tbe  palatinate  of  Chefter^  and  the  bifhopric  of 
Durhamt  before  they  fent  any  reprefentatives  to  parliament.  I  appeal 
for  proof  to  tbe  preamhlet  of  the  aAs  which  gave  them  reprefentatives  : 

The 
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the  one  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  the  other  in  that  of  Chtrfttll/ 
Mr.  Grenvillc  then  quoted  the  ads,  and  dcfircd  that  they  roi^tbe  read; 
which  being  done,  he  faid  :  *  When  I  propofed  to  tax  America,  I  aikcd 
the  houfCy  a  'any  gentleman  would  objcA  to  the  right ;    I  rtpatedir 
aiked  it,  and  no  man  would  attempt  to  deny  it.     Prote^on  and  obe- 
dience  are  reciprocal.     Great- Britain   protcA«  America ;    Amcria  ii 
b6und  to  yield  obedience.     If  not,  tell  me  where  the  Americans  were 
emanctpatol  ?  When  they  want  the  protedion  of  this  kingdom,  thcrait 
always  very  ready  to  a(k  it.    That  protedion  has  always  been  afiordeii  tliem 
in  the  moit  full  and  ample  manner.    Th^  nation  has  run  ttfelf  into  aa  is- 
ancnfe  debt  to  give  them  their  prote^ion  ;  and  now  they  arc  caMcd  npw 
to  contribute  afmall  (hare  towards  the  public  erpence,  an  expence  ariiin^ 
from  themfclves,  they  renounce  your  authority,  infult  yoor  oftccn,  «al 
break  out,  I  might  almod  fay,  into  open  rebellion.'    The  fcditious  fplnt 
•f  the  colonies  owes  its  birth  to  the  factions  in   the  houfe.     Geotlcir.rt 
arc  careleis  of  the  confequences  of  what  they  fay,  provided  it  anfitent^f 
purpofes  of  oppofition.     We  were  told  we  trod  on  tender  groand;.« 
were  bid  to  exped  difbbcdience.     What  was  this,  but  tclHng  the  Ame- 
ricana to  ftand  out  againft  the' law,  to  encourage  their  obftinancy  «^  the 
cxpedation  of  fupport  irom  hence  ?  Let  us  only  hold  out  a  little,  they  would 
(ay,  our  friends  will  fooo  be  in  power.     Ungrateful  people  of  Amcna! 
Bounties  have  been  extended  to  them.     When  I  had  the  honour  of  (err- 
ing the  crown,  while  you  yourfelves  were  loaded  with  an  cnormoui  den, 
.you  have  given  boonties  on  their  lumber,  on  their  iron,  their  hcropi  aw 
many  other  articles.     You  have  relaxed,  in  their  favour,  the  ad  of  nanp- 
tion,  that  palladium  of  the  Britifh  commetre  ;  and  yet  I  have  been  »!>"»« 
in*  all  the  pubKc  papei^  as  an  enemy  to  the  trade  of  America.    I  ^^^ 
l^en  particularly  charged  with  giving  orders  and  inftru^iions  to  pre^"^ 
the  Spanifh  trade,  and  thereby  ftopping  the   channel,  by  which  aloK 
•*"  >iorth- America  ufed  to  be  fupplied  with  cafti   for  remittances  to  this* 
country.     I  defy  any  man  to  produce  any  fuch  orders  or  inftrtiftio"*'  ^ 
difcouragcd  no  trade  but  what  was  illicit,  what  was  prohibited  by  aCt  <» 
parliament.     I   defire  a  Weil-India  merchant,  well  known  in  the  ci*f 
(Mr,  Long)  a  gentleman  of  charader,  maybe  examined.     He  wiiH<» 
you,  that  I  offered  to  doievery  thing  in  my  power  to  advance  the  tfaac  or 
America.    I  was  above  giving  an  anfwer  to  anonymous  calumnies ;  but  i* 
this  place,  it  becomes  one  to  wipe  off  the  afperfion.' 

Here  Mr.  Grenville  ceafed.  Several  members  got  up  to  fpcak,  but  Mf- 
Pitt  feeming  to  rife,  the  houfe  was  fo  clamorous  for  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr-  ?'"» 
that  the  fpeaker  was  obliged  to  call  to  order.  After  obtaining  a  mw 
quiet,  hefaid,  *  Mr,  Pitt  was  up  ;•  who  began  with  informing  the  h<wfrt 
*  That  he  did  not  mean'  to  have  gone  any  further  upon  the  fubj«fi  f"*' 
day ;  tliat  he  had  only  defigned  to  have  thrown  out  a  few  hintSf  'r"^^'*» 
*!;pntlcmcn  wlio  were  fo  confident  of  the  right  of  this  kingdom  to 
icnd  tuxes  to  Anicricn,  might  confider ;  might,  perhaps,  rtncth 
in  a  cooler  moment,  th;it  the  right  was  at  Icall  equivocal.  But  fiflCCtK 
gciillemen,  wlio  fpoke  latt,  had  not  flopped  on  that  ground,  bnt  hadff^ 
into  the  whole ;  into  the  jullicc,  the  equity,  the  policy,  theexpe^^*"^ 
of  the  ftamp-at^,  as  well  a»  into  the  right,  he  would  follow  him  throH^ 
the  whole  field,  and  combat  his  arguments  on  every  point.'  ^ 
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He  was  going  on,  when  the  late  Lord  Stratige  got  up,  and  tailed  both 
the  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Grcnville,  to  order.  He  faid,  *  they 
had  both  departed  from  the  matter  before  the  houfe,  which  was  the 
King's  fpeech  ;  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  was  going  to  (peak  twice  upon  the 
iame  debate,  although  the  houfe  was  not  in  ^  committee.'  - 

Mr.  Onflow  (now  Lord  Onflow)  anfwercd,  •  That  they  were  both  in 
order,  as  nothing  had  been  faid,  but  what  wai  fairly  deducible  firom  the 
King's  fpeech  ;'  and  appealed  to  the  Speaker*  The  Speaker  decided  in 
Mr.  Onflow's  favour 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  *  I  do  not  apprehend  I  am  fpeaking  twice  :  I  did  ex* 
prefsly  referve  a  part  of  my  fubjedt,  in  order  to  fave  the  time  of  thii 
lioufe,  but  I  axB  compelled  to  proceed  in  it.  I  do  not  fpei^  twice;  I 
only  finiflied  .what  I  defignedly  left  i^iperfcd.  But  if  the  houfe  is  of  a 
different  opinion,  far  be  it  from  me  to  indulge  a  wifli  of  tranfgrelEon, 
againil  order.  I. am  content,  if  it  be  your  pleafure,  to  be  filent.'— *Here 
he  paufed* — ^The  houfe  refounded  with.  Go  on,  go  on  ;  he  proceeded : 

f  Geatlemen,  Sir,  (to  the  Speaker)  I  have  been  charged  wi^  giving 
birth  to  fedition  in  America.  They  have  fpoken  their  fentimeats  m'itd 
freedom,  againfl  this  unhappy  a^,  and  that  freedom  has  become  thieir 
crime.  Sorry  I  am  to  hear  the  liberty  of  fpeech  in  tliis  houfe,  imputed 
as  a  crime.  But  the  imputation  fliall  not  difcourage  me.  It  is  a  liberty 
I  mean  to  exercife.  No  gentleman  ^ ought  to  .be  afraid  to  exercife  it. 
It  is  a  liberty  by  which  the  gentleman  who  calun^niates  it  micht  have 
profited.  He  ought  to  have  profited.  He  ought  to  have  defifted  from 
his  prcje^.  The  gentleman  tells  us,  America  it  ohftinate  ;  America  ii 
almod  in  open  ^rebellion.  I  rejoice  that  America  has  refilled.  Three 
millions  of  people,  fo  dead  to  all  the  fpelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily 
to  fubmit  to  be  flavcs,  would  have  been  Bi  indruments  to  make  ilaves'bf 
the  reil.  I  come  not  here  anned  at  all  points,  with  law  cafes  and  a^ls  of 
^  parliament,  with  the  (tatute  book  doubled  down  in  dog8*ears,  to  defend 
the  caufe  of  liberty  :  if  I  had,  I  myfelf  would  have  cited  the  two  cafes 
of  Chefter  and  Durham.  I  would  have  cited  them,  to  have  ihcwn,  that, 
even  under  any  arbitrary  reigns,  parliaments  wejre  afhamed  of  taxing  a 
people  without  their  confent,  and  allowed  tbem  ceprefentatives.  Why  did 
the  gentleman  confine  himfelf  to  Chefter  andDurham  ^  He  might  have  taken 
a  hieher  example  in  Wales  ;  Wales,  that  never  w^s  taxed  by  parliament 
till  It  was  incorporated,  i  would  not  debate  a  particular  point  of  law  with 
the  gentleman  :  I  know  his  abilities.  I  have  been  .obliged  to  his  diligent 
rcfearches.  But,  for  the  defence  of  liberty  upon  a  general  principle,  upon 
a  conilltutional  principle,  it  is  21  ground  on  which  Ifcand  firm  ;  on  which 
I  dare  meet  any  man.  The  p;entleman  tells  ui.of  many  who  are  taxed, 
and  are  not  reprcfentcd.  The  India  company,  mercbnnts,  ilock-holders, 
manufadurcrs.  Surely  many  of  thefe  are  repiefentcd  in  other  capacities, 
as  owners  of  land,  or  as  freemen  of  boroughs.  It  is  a  misfbrtune  that, 
more  are  not  adually  reprefented.  But  thtr«  are  all  inlxabitants, 
and,  as  fuch^  are  virtually  reprefented.  .  Many  have  it  in  their  option 
to  be  aiftually  rcprefenttd.  They  have  conne6lit)ns  with  thofe  that 
deft,  and  they  have  influence  over  them*  The  gentleman  mentioned  the 
ilock-hoklcrs :  I  hope  he  does  not  reckon  the  debts  of  the  nation  as  a 
part  of  the  national  citate.     Since  theajcceffiuo  of  Ikiug  William,  many 
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muufterd,  (oMe  of  grett,  otlien  of  more  modefatc  abttitiot ,  have  taken  the 
lead  of  goverameat. 

He  tbcA  went  through  the  Kk  of  them,  hringing  k  down  titl  be  came  t» 
himfel^  gi^ns  a  ihort  iketch  of  the  charaderfl  oteach  of  them«  *  Noee 
of  thefei  he  laid,  thought^  or  ever  dreamed,  of  robbing  the  cotonies  of 
their  eooftitQtional  rights*  That  was  referred  to  marie  the  sera  of  the  late 
admlaiftratioa:  not  that  there  were  wanting  fome,  when  I  had  the  honow 
to  ierve  hit  hii^eftyy  to  propofe  to  me  to  bum  my  fingers  with  an  Ame- 
rican ftamp-a6t.  With  the  enemy  at  their  back,  with  onr  bayonets  at 
their  brtaftt,  ia  the  day  of  their  diflrefs,  periiaps  the  Americans  woM 
have  fabfflitted  to  the  impofition  ;  but  it  would  have  been  t^ing  aa 
uiigentroui,  aadunjttft  advantage.  The  gentleman  boaftsof  his  bounties 
to  America !  Are  not  thofe  bounties  intended  finally  for  the  benefit  of 
this  kingdom  }  If  they  are  not,  he  has  mifapph'ed  the  national  treafitres. 
I  am  BO  courtier  of  America,  I  ftand  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain, 
that  the  partiament  bat  a  right  to  bind,  to  reiirain  America.  .  Our  legi- 
dative  power  over  the  colonies  is  fovereign  and  fupreme.  Wheff  it  ceafes 
to  be  fovereign  and  iuprene,  I  wpdd  advife  every  gentlemen  to  feff  his 
bsds,  if  he  can,  and  raibark  lor  that  country.  When  two  countnes  are 
C0AAe6^ed  together,  like  Engkind  and  her  cohmies,  without  bein^  iucor- 

E rated,  die  one  mufl  necclMrily  e^ovem  ;  the  greater  mufl  rule  rae  lefs ; 
t  fo  rule  it,  as  aot  to  cootradi^  the  limiamenta}  prtaciples  that  are 
common  to  both. 

.  <  If  the  gentleman  does  not  underfland  the  diffeieDce  between  nitemal 
and  extermU  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it ;  but  there  is  a  plain  diftin^ion  be* 
tween  taxes  levied  for  the  parpofes  of  raiflog  a  revenue,  and  duties  un- 
pofed  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftibjed } 
altho',  ia  the  confequeacct,  ibme  revenue  might  incidentally  ariic  from 
the  lattea. 

*  The  gentleman  aics,  whe»  were  the  colonies  emancipated  ?  Bat  I 
dcftrc  to  know,  when  they  were  made  daves  ?  But  I  dwell  not  upon 
words.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  fervine  his  ^fa^efty,  I  availed  myfelf 
^  the  means  of  information,  which  1  derived  fitua  my  office :  I  fpeak 
therefore  from  knowledge.  My  materials  were^ood.  i  was  at  pains  to 
Qolledy  to  dtgeft,  to  confider  them  ;  and  I  wul  be  bold  to  affirm,  that 
the  profits  to  Great  Britain  lirom  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through  aH  it« 
branches,  is  two  miUiona  a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  yoa 
triumphaatly  through  the  lafk  war.  The  eflatet  that  were  rented  at  t«# 
thuufand  pounds  a  year,  threefc^re  years  ago,  are  at  three  thoufand  ponndt 
at  prefeml.  Thofe  eftatet  ibid  then  from  filfteen  to  eighteen  years  pax* 
chafe ;  the  fame  may  be  now  ibid  for  thirtv.  You  owe  thit  to  America. 
This  is  the  price  that  America  pays  you  K>r  her  prote6lioa.  And  Aaff 
a  miierable  financier  come  with  a  boaik,  that  he  can  fetch  a  ]^ppeF-coni 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  lob  of  millions  to  the  nation  !  I  dare  noC 
£^y,  how  much  higher  thefe  profits  may  be  augmented.  Omittnif^the 
immenfc  increafe  of  people,  by  natural  population,  in  the  uoiIkih 
Ciilonies,  and  the  migration  from  every  part  of  Europe.  I  am  COtt* 
Yjnced  the  whole  commercial  fyftem  of  America  maybe  ahcredto  ndtaa^ 
taeje.  You  have  prohibited,  where  you  ought  to  have  encomwed  |  mad 
you  have  encouraged  where  yoH  ought  to  have  prohibited.    Improper 
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VeftraiDt^  have  been  laid  01^  tjbe  continent*  in  faTour  o£  the  Iflandfe. 
You  hare  hot  two  nations  to  trac^  with  fn  Aioc»ca.  Woidd  y6u  had 
twenty!  Let  ads  of  parhameot  in  confeqneoce  of  treaties  remain* 
but  let  Dot  an  Englifli  minider  become  a  ciiftom^houfe  olficer  for  Spain* 
or  for  any  foreign  pOwen  Much  if  wrp^gy  mkn  may  be  tkiehded  for 
the  genend  good  of  t^  whole. 

^Does  the  gentleman  coniplain  he  has  been  mifreprefentod  in  the 
-public  prints  ?  It  is  a  common  misfortucie.  In  the  Spaniik  ri^ir  ^f 
tlie  lall  war,  I  was  abufed  in  all  the  news-papers  for  having  a^tvified  hia 
Majeily  to  violate  the  ki^  of  nations  ^th  re^rd  to  Spain*  The  abufe 
yas  induilriouOy  circulated  $ven  in  hand-bms.  If  s^dminjftradon  dH 
not  propagate  the  abufe*  adminiiiration  ne^r  contradifted  it.'  I  wiU 
not  fay  what  advice  I  did  give  to  the  King»  My  advice  it  in  writings 
figned  by  myfelf,  in  the  poiTeifion  of  the  crowH*  But  1  will  fay  what 
cidvice  I  did  not  give  to  Uie  King :  I  did  not  advifo  him  to  violate  any 
v£  the  laws  of  nations^ 

<  As  to  the  report  of  th^  gentlemen^s  preventing  in  fome  wity  thd 
trade  for  bullion  with  the  Spanwds*  it  w.as  foohen  of  fo  oonfideady^ 
that  I  own  1  afi  one  of  thofe.  who  did  believe  it  td  be  true. 

<  The  e;entleman  muft  not  wonder  he  wm  not  contrndided^  when*  ai 
the  mininer^  he  aflerted  the  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America*  t 
linow  not  how  it  is*  but  there  is  a>modeiiy  in  this  houfe  which  doc§  not 
chufe  to  contradid  a  miniftcr.  I  wift  gentlemen  would  get  the  better 
of  this  mode^y»  If  they  do  not*  perhaps*  the-  coUedive  body  may  be** 
gin  to  abate  of  the  refpcd  for  the  reprefeptative*  Lord  Bacon  had* 
told  me^  that  a  great  quefiiod  would  not  £ul  of  being  agitated  at  one- 
tlnu  or  another.  I  was  willing  to  agitate  that  at  the  properfeafoi^* 
the  German  war :  my  German  war*  they  called  it.  Every  feflion  I 
called  out,  has  any  bpdy  any  tfbjedions  to  the  German  war  ?  No  body 
would  obje6i  to  it*  que  gentleman  oply  excepted*  fioce  removed  to  the 
tmper  houfe*  by  fuc<;emon  to  an  ancient  barony*'  (meii^jng  Lord'le 
2}efpencer*  formerly  Sir  Francis  DaQiwood ;)  *  he  told  me^*  he  did  not 
like  a  German  war**'  I  honored  the  man  for  it*  and  was  forty  when 
he  was  turned  qut  of  his  poft, 

^  *  A  great  deal  has  been  faid  without  doors*  of  the  power  and  of  the 
flrength  of  Anaerica.  It  is  a  topic  that  onght  to  be  cauUouily  med<^ 
diefl  with.  In  a  good  caufe*  on  a  foimd  bottom*  the  force  of  this 
country  can  cru(h  America  to  atoms*  I  know  the  valour  of  your 
troops.  I  know  the  fkill  of  your  officers.  There  19  not  a  company  of 
foot  that  has  ferved  in  America*  out  of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man 
of  fufficient  knowledge  knd  experience*  to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony 
therck  But  on  this  ground*  on  the  lUmp*>a6^*  when  fo  many  here  will 
think  it  a  crying  injuftice*  I  am  one  who  will  lift  up  my  hands  againft 
it. 

<  In  Aich  a  caofe  your  fnccefii  would  be  bazardousr'— Amenca*  if  (he 
fell*  would  fall  like  the  ftrong  man.  ,&he.would  embrace  the  pillars  of 
the  ilate*  and  pull  down  the  conftitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
boaded  peace  ?  Not  to  (h^^h  the  fword  in  its  fcabbard,  but  to  (heath 
h  in  the  boweU  of  yoiuc  country mtn  ?  Will  you  quarrel  with  your- 
felycSf  BOW  the  whole  kovSt  of  Bourbon  is  united  again^  you  ?  While 
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France  diflurbs  your  fifticries  in  Newfoundland,  cmbarraffcs  jo>ur(Lr€ 
trade  to  Afritay  and  with-holds  from  ybur  fnbjcfls  in  Canada^  tbefr 
property  ftipulatcd  by  treaty;  while  tbe  ranfom  for  the  Manillas  is  dcnkd 
by  Spam,  and  its  gallant  conqueror  bafely  traduced  into  a  inca.B  plvs- 
derer,  a  gendeman  (Sir  W«  Draper)  whofe  noble  and  generous  fpint 
would  do  honour  to  the  proudeft  ^ndee  of  the  country.  Tbe  Aie£- 
rtcans  have  not  in  all  things  aded  with  prudence  and  tepapcr.  Th^y 
have  been  wronged.  They  have  been  driven  to  madoefs  Dy  injuftioe. 
Will  you  pfmifli  them  for  the  madnefs  you  have  occaGoned  ?  Rather  kt 
prudence  and  temper  come  firft  firom  this  fide.  I  will  uodextake  ft? 
America,  that  ihe  will  follow  the  example.  There  are  two  lines  in  2 
ballad  of  Prior's,  of  a  man's  behaviour  to  his  vrtfcy  fo  appGcaMc  ta 
you  and  your  colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  repeating  them : 

<  Be  to  her  faults  a  little  blind : 

*  Be  to  her  virtues  very  kind. 
.  *  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  beg  leave  to  tell  the  houfe  what  is  really  my 
opinion.  It  is,  that  the  ftamp-ad  be  repealed  abfolutdy,  Totally,  ai^f 
immediately.  That  the  reafon  for  the  repeal  be  alGgned,  becaofe  it  was 
founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.  At  the  fame  time,  let  tbe  fovcrei^ 
authority  of  this  country  over  the  colonies,  be  aflerted  in  as  ftxoog 
terms  as  can  be  derifed,  and  be 'made  to  extend  to  every  point  of  legir- 
lation  whatfbever.  That  we  may  bind  their  trade,  confme  their  mans- 
fadures  and  exercife  every  power  whatfoever,  except  that  of  taking 
their  money  out  of  theirpockets  without  their  confent !' 

This  debate  determined  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp*aft.  At  the  fame  time 
a  bill  wasbrouffht  in,  and  paficd,  for  fecuring  the  dependence  of  Ame- 
rica on  Great  Britain,  in  which  it  was  afferted,  **  That  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  had  a  right  to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  wiiatib- 


cver." 


But  notwithftanding  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-a^,  whidi  had  no  other 
cffe<5l  than  diifolving  the  non-importation  agreements  formerly  entered 
into,  with  regard  to  all  commodities  imported  from  Britain,  the  flame 
w^  only  (jaiotnered  for  a  little  time,  feemingly  that  it  might  break  out 
with  greater  violence,  which  it  did,  on  the  paifing  of  an  zSt  to  allow  the 
Eaft- India  Company  to  export  their  teas  to  America  duty  free.  Sevexal 
(hips  freighted  vrith  it  were  fent  to  the  American  Colonies,  whidi  they 
confidered  as  a  method  of  infeniibly  fubjedinjp  them  to  taxation, 
and  from  this  time  we  may  date  the  total  ceiution  of  all  kind  of 
friend(hip  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Coloniesy  as  will  appear  by  a 
perufal  of  the  following  Authentic  Papers. 

Articles  of  Cpn/ederathn  and  perpetual  Unhn^  entered  into  h  the  De* 

legates  of  the  fever al  Colenies  of  New- Hampshire,  Maflachnfctt's, 

^c.  &c.  ^c.  ^c.  ^e.  ^c.  ^c.  etftf.  l^Ci  etftf.    in  General  Cvngrep^ 

Viet  at  Philadelphia,  May  20th,  177^* 

ARTICLE  I.   The  name  of  the  confederacy  fhall  henceforth  be. 

Tbe  United  Colonics  of  North  America. 

II.  The  united  colonics  hereby  fevsrally  enter  into  a  firm  league 

of  frlcndfhip  with  each  other,  binding  on  themfelves  and  their  pofte* 

rity,  for  AtNT  eoMEM  d«l<a«c  agakS  tbtir  enemisSf  for  the  fccurity 
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of  their  liberties  and  propertieSf  the  fafety  of  their  perfoni  and  faxnl- 
1  ies,  and  their  mutual  and  general  welfare. 

III.  That  each  colony  (hall  enjoy  and  retain  as  much  as  it  may  think 
&t  of  its  own  prefent  laws,  cuftomSf  rights,  privileges,  and  peculiar 
3  unfdi^tionsy  within  its  own  limits  ;  and  may  amend  its  own  conftttu- 
tion,  as  (hall  feem  bed  to  its  own  aflembly  or  convention. 

IV.  That  for  the  more  convenient  management  of  general  interefb» 
delegates  fhall  be  eleded  annually,  in  each  colony,  to  meet  in  General 
Congrcfs,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  in  the  next 
preceding  Congrefs.  Only  where  particular  arcumftances  do  not 
xnake  a  deviation  neceflarv,  it  is  underftood  to  be  a  rule,  that  each 
ioccecding  Congrefs  is  to  be  held  in  a  different  colony,  till  the  whole 
number  be  gone  through,  Hnd  fo  in  perpetual  rotation ;  and  that  ac- 
cordingly, the  next  Congrefs  after  the  prefent  ihall  be  held  at  Anna- 
polis, '  m  Maryland. 

V.  That  the  power  and  duty  of  the  Congrefs  (hall  extead'to  the  de- 
termining on  war  and  peace,  the  entering  into  alliances,  the  reconoilia- 
tion  with  Great-Britain,  the  fettling  sol  difputes  between  colony  and 
colony,  if  any  (hould  arife,  and  the  planting  new  colonies  where  pro- 
per. The  Congrefs  (hall  alfo  make  fuch  general  ordinances  thought 
neceflary  to  the  general  wel&re,  of  which  particular  aifemblies  cannot 
be  competent,  viz.  thofe  that  may  relate  to  our  general  commerce  or 
general  currency,  to  tlie  eftabli(hment  of  pofts,  the  regulation  of  our 
common  forces ;  the  Congrefs  (hall  alfo  have  the  appointment  of  all . 
officers  civil  and  military,  appertaining  to  the  gem^ral  confederacy, 
fuch  as  general  treafurer,  fecretary,  &c  &c.  &c. 

VI.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  general  expences  to  be  in* 
curred  for  the  common  welfare,  (hall  be  defrayed  out  of  a  common 
treafury,  which  is  to  be  fgpplied  by  each  colony,  in  proportion  to  its 
number  of  male  polls  between  16  and  60  years  of  age  ;  the  taxes  for 
paving  that  proportion  are  to  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  laws  of  each 
colony. 

VII.  The  number  of  delegates  to  be  eleded,  and  fent  to  the  Congrefs 
by  each  colony,  (hall  be  regulated  from  time  to  time,  by  the  number 
of  fuch  poUs  returned ;  fo  as  that  one  delegate  be  allowed  for  every 
5000  polls.  And  the  delegates,  are  to  bring  with  them  to  every  Con- 
grefs an  authenticated  return  of  the  number  of  polls  in  their  refpe6)ave 
colonies,  which  is  to  be  taken  for  the  purpofes  above  mentioned. 

VII.  At  every  meeting  of  the  Congrefs,  one  half  of  the  members 
returned,  excluOve  of  proxies,  (hall  be  neceffary  to  make  a  quorum  ; 
and  each  delegate  at  the  Congrefs  ihall  have  a  vote  in  all  cafes  i  and 
if  neceflarily  abfent,  (hall  be  allowed  to  appoint  any  other  delegate 
from  the  fame  colony  to  be  his  proxy,  who  may  vote  for  him. 

IX.  An  executive  council  (hall  be  appointed  by  the  Congrefs  out 
of  their  own  body,  confiding  of  1 2  perions,  of  whom  in  the  6rft  ap- 
pointment, one  third,  viz.  tour,  (hall  be  for  one  year,  four  for  two 
years,  and  four  for  three  years;  and  as  the  faid  terms  expire,  the 
vacancies  (hall  be  filled  up  by  appointments  for  three  years*  whereby 
one  thinl  of  the  members  will  be  chofen  annually  ;  and  each  perfoa 
who  has  fcrved  the  lame  term  of  three  years  as  counfellor,  (hall  have 
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a  refpite  of  three  years,  before  he  can  be  efc^led  again.  This  crnj- 
cii,  of  whom  two-third9  (hall  be  a  qiiorumy  in  the  rei:^sof  the  C'<:.- 
grrfs,  iH  to  execute  what  fliall  hare  been  enjoined  thereby  ;  to  man  ^c 
the  general  continental  bufinefs  and  int^refts,  to  receive  apiplicat.V 
from  foreign  countricsy  to  prepare  matters  for  the  confideration  of  tL 
Congrefsy  to  fill  up,  pro  tenipore^  continental  offices  that  fall  vaca?% 
and  to  draw  on  the  general  treafurcr  for  fiich  monies  as  r**!iy  be  ue cr:'- 
fary  for  ^general  fervices,  and  appropriated  by  the  Congrcls  tp  fuih 
ferviceg. 

X.  No  colony  /hall  engage  in  an  offenfive  war  with  any  nation  ©f  h- 
diani,  Without  the  content  of  the  Congrefs  or  great  council  abc^^- 
mentioned,  who  are  iiril  to  confider  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  fuch  «^r- 

XI-  A  perpetual  alliance,  offenfivc  and  -defcnfive,  is  to  be  eotcrd 
into,  as  foon  as  may  be,  with  the  Six  Nations ;  their  limiti  afar- 
tained,  and  to  be  fecured  to  them ;  tlieir  lands  not  to  be  encroachtd  or» 
nor  any  private  or  colony  purchafe  to  he  made  of  them  hereafter  lo  be 
heJd  good,  nor  any  contra^  for  lands  tp  be  made,  but  between  the 
gi'cat  council  of  the  Indians  at  Ouondega  and  the  genera)  Coogrrii 
The  boxmdaries  and  lands  of  all  the  other  Indians  ihall  alfo  be  ^etr* 
t&ined  and  fecured  to  them  in  the  fame  manner ;  ai}d  perfons  appoiof- 
ed  to  r^fide  among  them  in  proper  dirt  ricks,  who  (hall  take  care  to  pre- 
vent inji$<lice  in  the  trade  with  them  ;  and  be  enabled  at  oUr  genCTsl 
expence,  by  occalional  fmall  fuppHcn,  to  relieve  their  perfonaJ  irann 
and  diftreffcs ;  and  all  pa«:hafes  from  them  (hall  be  by  the  Congrefs, 
for  the  general  advantage  and  bciK^ln  of  the  united  colonies. 

Xli.  As  aU  new  inllitutions  may  have  imperfe6kions,  which  only 
time  and  ex{)erience  can  difrover,  it  is  agreed  that  the  General  Coo* 
greis,  from  time  to  time,  Ihajl  propofc  fnch  amendments  of  tMs  con- 
it  Itntion  &8  may  be  foiind  ncceffary,  which  being  approved  by  a  majo- 
rity of  the  colony  iffemblies,  (hall  be  equillly  binding  with  tbt  rcflo/ 
the  articles  of  this  confederation. 

Xm.-  Any  and  every  colony  from  Great'Brilain  upon  the  continent 
of  North- Am  erica,  ngt  atprefent  engaged  in  our  aflbciation,  mar, 
upon  application,  and  joining  the  foid  aflociation,  be  received  into  th? 
confederation,  viz.  Quebec,  St.  John's,  Nova-Scotia,  Bermudas,  aw' 
the  Eaft  and  Weft  Jrloridas,  and  fliall  theKupon  be  entitled  to  sil 
the  advant;i^es  of  our  union,  mutual  affiftaiice,  and  <iomrherce. 

Thefe  articles  ftall  be  propofed  to  the  fcvcral  provincial  conventions 
or  affemblies,  to  be  by  them  confidcred;  and,  if  approved,  therarc 
advifed  to  empower  their  delegates  to  agree  atid  ratify  the  femeintbe 
enfuing  Congrefs;    after  which  the  union  thereby  eftabliftcd  is  to 
continue  firm,  till  the  terms  of  reconciliation  propofed  in  the  petitms 
of  the  lail  Congrefs  to  the  Kirtg  are  agreed  to ;  till  the  a6b,  fi"^ 
made,  reftniining  the  American  commerce  aiid  fi(heries,  are  rcpe«Wj 
till  reparation  is  made  for  the  injury  done  to  Bofton  by  (hutting «p 
its  port ;  for  burning  ChWles-Towui  and  for  the  expenee  of  this  un- 
jufts  war  s    and  till  all  the  Britifh  troops  are  withdrawn  fn>m  Arfl^n^* 
On  the  arru-al  of  thefe.events,  the  colonies  arc  to  return  to  their  for* 
met  •onncaionR  and  friendfliip  with  Great- Britain  ;    but  ooW'^. 
thereof;  thi^  confederation  is  to  be  perpetual,    ' 
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7 HE  fillviiiing  is  a  true  copy  af  the  Petition  from  the  General  Congrefs 
in  Amcricd^  to  his  Majejiy^  ivkich  'we  delivered  to  Lord  Dartmouth 
the  firft  of  this  months  and  to  'whhht  his.  Juordjhip  faid^  no  aofwcr 
would  be  given, 

oa*  ^     .--..  ^    Richard  Peniu 

^f'^^^  '775-  f    Arthur  Lee. 

.     7o  thelLlYk  G's  mqjl  Excellent  Majejiy. 
Moft  gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majelly*8  faitnful  fubjefts  of  the  colonies  of  Nensj-Hamp^ 
Jhire^  Maffachufefs  Bay^  Rhode  JJlandy  and  Providence  Plantathm^  Con^  , 
neHicut^  f^e^-Tork^  Nenv-Jerfeyj  Penfylvania^  the  counties  of  iVifw- 
Cajfle^  Kentj  and  Sufex  in  Delamjarcy  Maryland^  Virginia^  North  and . 
South  Carolina^  in  behalf  of  ourfelvcs  and  the  inhabitants  of  thefc  colo-  , 
nics,  who  have  deputed  us  to  reprefent  them  in  General  Conffrefs»  cn»  -, 
treat  your  Majefty's  gracious  attentiou  to  this  our  humble  petition. 

The  union  between  otm  mother-country  and  thcfe  colonies,  and  the  . 
energy  of  mild  and  jufl  government,  produced  benefits  fo  remarkably 
important,  and  afforded  fudi  afiurance  of  their  permanency  and  increafe, 
that  the  wonder  and  envy  of  other  nations  were  excited,  "while  they  he- 
held  Great  Britain  riling  to  a  power  the  moft  extraordinary  the  world  . 
had  ever  known.     Her  rivals  obferving^  that  there  was  no  probability  of  , 
this  happy  connexion  being  broken  by  civil  difientions,  and  appVehcnd-^ 
ing-its  future  effects,  if  left  any  longer  undiilurbed,  refolved  to  prevent  . 
her  receiving  fo  continual  and  formidable  an  accefKon  of  weaith  and. 
ftrength,  by  checking  the  growth  of  thefe  fettlemen^s,  from  which  thef  . 
were  to  be  derived. 

In  the  profeCution  of  this  attempt,  events  fo  unfavourable  to  the  dc- 
fign  took  place,  that  every  friend  to  the  intcreft  of  Great  Britain  ani 
thefe  colonies,  entertained  pleafing  and  reafonable  expectations  of  fee- 
ing an  additional  force  and  extenfion  immediately  given  to  the  opera^ 
tions  of  the  union  hitherto  experienced,  by  an  enlargement  tif  t^ 
crown,  and  the  removal  of  ancient  and  warlike  enemies  to  a  greater  • 
diilance. 

At  the  conclufibn,  therefore,  of  the  late  wstr,  them^ft  glorious  ar^ 
advantageous  that  ever  had  been  carried  on  by  Britifh  arms,  your  byal 
colonics,  having  contributed  to  its  fuccefs,  by  fuch  repeated  and, ilre*  .^ 
nuous  exertions  as  frequently  procured  them  the  diftinguiflied  approl>a^< 
tion  of  your  Majefty,  of  the  late  king,  and  of  parliament,  doubted  not  , 
but  that  they  fhould  be  permitted,  with  the  reft  of  the  empire,  to  ihare 
in  the  blfeffings  of  peace,  and  the  einolumcnts  of  vi^ory  and  conqucll. 
While  thefe  recent  and  honourable  acknowledgments  of  their  roeritt:  * 
remained  on  record  in  the  journals  and  a.j£t8  df  that  auguft  len;ifl«iture« 
the  parliament,   undefaced  by  the  imputation,  or  even  the  fulpicioQ  of 
any  offence,  they  were  alarmed  by  ^  ncnvfyflem  offiatut^s  and  reguUi- 
tions,  adopted  for  the  adminiftration  of  the  colonies,  that  filled  their 
minds  with  the  moil  painful  fears  and  jealoufies ;  and  to  their  inexpref*  , 
fible  aflonifhment,   perceived  the  dang^s  of  a  foreign  quarrel  quickly  , » 
fucceeded  by  domeilic  dangers,  in  their  juc^ment  of  a.  more  dreadful 
kind. 

Nor  were  tKcir  anxlptics  ^llcvjatcd  by  any  tendcBcy  in^  thi«  fyftop  tg, . 

promote 
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promote  tht  welfiire  of  the  mother-country  :  for  though  its  effect 
more  immediately  felt  by  them,  yet  its  influence  appeared  tp  be  inju- 
rious to  this  commerce  and  profpcrity  of  Great  Britam. 

We  (hall  decline  the  ungrateful  talk  of  defcribing  the  irkfomc  vaiicty 
of  artifices  praftifcd  hy  many  of  your  Majefty's  miniftcrs,  the  ddofiire 
pretences,  fruitlcfs  terrors,  and  unavailing  fevtritics,  which  have  frozn 
time  to  time  been  dealt  out  by  them  in  their  attempts  to  ciccute  this 
impolitic  plan,  or  of  tracing  through  a  (erics  of  years  pad  the  pro- 
grefs  o/  the  unhappy  differences  between  Great  Britain  and  thcCc  colo- 
nies, whicli  have  flowed  from  this  fatal  fource.  Your  Majefly's  mlni- 
fters  perfevering  in  theJr  meafures,  and  proceeding  to  open  hoftiHties  for 
enforcing  them,  have  compelled  us  to  arm  in  our  ohh  defence,  and  have 
engaged  us  in  a  controverfy  fo  peculiarly  abhorrent  from  the  affe^lioos 
of  your  ftill  faithful  colonills,  that  when  we  coufidcr  whom  wcmuft  op- 
pofe  in  tVis  conteft,  and  if  It  continues,  what  may  be  the  confequtncc  ; 
our  own  particular  roi&fortunes  are  accounted  by  us  only  as  parts  of  our 
diftrefs. 

Knowing  to  what  violent  refentmcnts,  and  incurable  animodties  cxtO 
difcords  are  apt  to  exafperate  and  inflame  the  contending  partie9>  we 
think  ourfclves  required  by  indifpcnfable  obligations  to  Almighty 
God,  to  your  Majefty,  to  our  fellow  fubjeds,  and  ourfclves,  immediate- 
Jy  to  ufe  all  the  means  in  our  power,  not  incompatible  with  our  fafcty» 
lor  ftopping  the  further  effiifion  of  blood,  and  for  averting  the  impend- 
ing calamities  that  threaten  the  Britifh  empire.  Thus  called  upon  to 
adnfefs  your  Majefty  on  afiairs  of  fuch  moment  to  America,  and  pro- 
bably to  all  your  dominions,  we  are  camedly  defirous  of  pcrfbrmiiig 
this  office  with  the  utmoft  deference  to  your  Majeft:y  ;  and  we  therefore 
pray  that  your  royal  magnanimity  and  benevolence  may  make  the  moft 
favourable  con(lru£iions  of  our  expredlons  on  fo  uncommon  an  occa- 
fidn. 

Could  we  reprefent,  in  their  full  force,  the  fentimcnts  which  agitate 
the  minds  of  us;  your  dxitiful  fubjc^s,  wc  are  pcrfuadcd  your  Majefty 
would  afcrlbe  any  feeming  deviation  from  reverence,  in  our  languagCt 
und  even  in  our  conduct,  not  to  any  reprchenlible  intention,  but  to  the 
impolfSbility  of  reconciling  the  ufual  appearances  of  refpefit  with  a  juft 
attention  to  our  prefeKation  agiiinll  thofe  artful  and  cruel  enemies,  who 
abide  your  royal  confidence  and  authority  for  the  purpofe  of  cffeding 
our  deftmftion.' 

Attached  to  yotir  Majefty^s  perfon,  family  and  government,  with  all 
the  devotion  that  principle  and  aflfe^ion  can  fnlpire,  conne^ed  with 
Gttet  Britain  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  that  can  unite  focietics,  and  deplor- 
inr  every  event  jhat  tends  in  any  degree  to  weaken  them,  we  folcmnly 
afiure  your  Majcfly  that  W  not  only  moft  ardently  dejtre  tks  former  har- 
morty  between  ^<fr  arid  theTe  colonics  maybe  reftored,  hvXXhAXTL  concord  may 
be  eflahlijhfd  bciwteti  thehi  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis  as  to  pvepetuatc  tth 
bleilings  unintemiptcd  by  any  future  dilTentions  to  fucceeding  genera- 
ticjhs  in  both  couritrieaf :  to  tratifmit  your  Majelly's  name  to  pcmerity, 
adortied  with  that  flgnil  and  lafting  glory  that  has  attended  the  memory 
of  thofe  illuilrious  perfonages,  whofc  virtues  and  abilities  Iwivc  extricated 
fUftes'ffom  dangerous  co'nvulfions,  and  by  fccuring  happinefs  to  others, 

•^  have 
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have  erc^ed  tbe  moft  noble  and  durable  monuxAents  to  thetr  owa 
fame* 

We  beg  leave  further  to  alTure  your  Majeily,  that  notwithftanding 
the  fufferidgs  of  your  loyal  colonifts,  during  the  courfe  of  the  prefent 
controverfy,  our  breaib  retain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the  kingdom 
from,  which  we  derive  our  origin,  to  requeft  fucn  a  reconcilration,  as 
might  in  any  manner  be  inconfilentwith^rr  ^/]^//jr  orher^welfare.  Thefe, 
related  as  we  are  to  her,  honour  and  duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
tts  to  fupport  and  advance  ;  and  the  apprehenfions  that  now  opprefs  our 
kearts,  with  unfpeakable  grief  being  once  removed^your  Majelly  will  find 
your  faithful  fubjefts,  on  this  continent,  ready  and  willing,  at  all  times, 
as  )ihcy  have  ever  been,  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  aliert  and  main- 
tain the  rights  and  interefts  of  your  Majefty  and  of  our  mother* 
country.  \ 

We  therefore  befcech  your  Majefty,  that  your  royal  authority  and  in- 
fluence may  be  gracioufly  interpofed,  to  procure  us  relief  from  our 
affli6kine  fears  and  jealoufies,  occafioned  by  the  fyllem  before  mentioned^ 
and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of  your  dominions.;  with  all 
bumility  fubmitting  to  your  Majefty's  wife  confideration,  whether  it 
may  not  be  expedient,  for  fadlitiiting  thefe  important  purpofes,that  vour 
Majefty  may  be  pleafed  to  direilfoine  mode  by  which  the  united  applica- 
tions of  your  faithful  colonifts  to  the  throne.  In  pursuance  of  their  com- 
mon councils  may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconcilia- 
tion ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time  meafures  be  taken  for  preventing  the 
further  deftruftion  of  the  lives  of  your  Majefty*^  fubje^s,  and  that 
fuch  ftatutes  as  mure  immediately  diftrefs  any  of  your  Majefty *<  colonics 
be  repealed*  For  by  fuch  arrangements,  as  your  Majefty's  wifdom  cao 
form,  for  colleding  the  united  unfe  of  your  American  people,  we  are 
convinced  your  Majefty  would  receive  fuch  fatlfadlory  proofs  of  the 
4ifpofitIon  of  the  colonifts  towards  their  Sovereign  and  the  parent-ftate» 
that  the  wifhed^for  opportunity  would  be  reltored  to  them,  of  evincing 
the  iincerlty  of  their  profeflions,  by  every  teftimony  of  devotion  be- 
coming the  moft  faithtiil  fubje^s,  and  the  moft  aftedUonate  colonifts. 

That  your  Majefty  may  enjoy  a  long  and  profperous  reign,  and  that 
your  defccndents  may  govern  thefe  dominions,  with  honour  to  them- 
felves  and  happlnefs  to  their  fubjeds,  is  our  fincere  and  fcrveot 
prayer, 

JOHN  HANDCOCK,  Prefident. 


CofonUs  of  N. 
Hamfjhtre^ 


C  John  Langdon. 


Majachujen*/ 
Bay. 


Tho.  Cuming 
"  Samuel  Adams. 
<  John  Adams. 
.Treat  Paine, 
f  Stephen  Hopkins. 
Rhode  IJland.    |  Samuel  Ward. 

tEliphant  Dyar. 


Delanvare 
Countici. 


Pen/jfivania, 


Csefar  Rodney. 
Tho.  M*Kcaa. 
Geo.  Read. 
John  Dickenfon. 
Bcnja.  Franklin* 
George  Rofs. 
James  Wilfon. 
Charles  Wilfon. 
Cr.r.  Httmnhreysi 
.Edward  BlJdlc. 
Maryianim 
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th^-a^ 


fhbt.  Tilghinia. 

Tbo.  Johnfon ,  J  a. 

Williun  Pace. 

Samuel  Chafe- 

HiothM  Stone. 

P.  Hcniy,  ju, 

R.  Henry  Lee. 

Edm.  FiDdleton. 

Beoj.  Harrifon. 
^ThoiB.  Jeffcrfoa. 

H.  Middletowii. 

Tho.  Lynch. 

Chopr-  Gaerden. 

J.  Rutledge 

Edw.  RuUedge. 


Neno  Jerftj' 


W.   Li.Iiigftog. 

Jimea  DuaiK. 

John  AJfop. 

Francis  Licwit. 

John  Jay. 

R.  Livingfton,/*! 

Lewi*  Morris. 

Wm.  Floyd. 
,  Henry  Wifncr. 
fWm-  LmngftoSi 
\  John  Dehana. 
t  Richard  Smith. 
fWm.    Hooper. 
^Jofeph  Hevct. 


^DtiarMioM  if  tht  Refrefinlatioei  of  the  United  CaloBifs  o/'Nortll 
■  America,  mw  mtl  in  Central  Ccngrejs  at  Philadelphia,  fitting  farlb 
1  the  Csafti  and  Necefly  of  their  taking  up  Arm. 

IF  it  wa»  polGble  for  men,  who  exercife  tfieir  reafon,  to  briiew 
tkat  th^  Divine  Authot  of  our  exiftcoce  intended  a  pan  of  the  hu- 
ntan  nee  to  hold  an  ablblute  ■property  in,  and  an  unDounded  pover 
o*cr  othcTS,  marked  out  by  hie  in^nite  goodnefg  and  wildom,  aa  the 
objedt  of  a  legal  domination,  never  rightly  refiftiHe,  however  revere 
Bad  opprelIi*e  ;  the  inhabitants  of  thefc  colonies  might  at  Icaft  require 
fnun  to*  Parliament  of  Great-Britain  fome  evidence,  that  thii  drvad- 
fid  authority  over  them  hu  been  granted  to  that  body.  Bnt  arerc 
reace  for-onrGmt  Creator,  principles  of  humanity,  and  the  didatei 
of  comman  fenfe)  muft  convince  all  thofe  who  reflet  upon  the  fubjed, 
thK  goterament  was  ioAitutcd  to  promote  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
aqd  ought  to  be  Bdminifiered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end.  The 
legiOature  of  Great-Britain,  hou-evcr  ftiniulated  by  an  inordinate  paf. 


fioo  for  a  power  not  only  unjuftl liable, '  but  which  they  know  ti 
peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  conltitution  of  that  kinj^ 
defpcrate  of  lucccfs  in  any  mode  of  conttft  where  regard  Ihould  be  had 


to  truth,  law,  or  right,  have  at  length,  deferting  thofc,  attempted  to 
cffeA  their  cruel  and  impolitic  purpofe  of  enHaving  thefe  cotoniea  by 
violence,  .and  have  thereby  rendered  it  oecelliiry  for  U4  to  clofe  with 
their  laft  appeal  from  reafon  to  anna.  Yet,  however  blinded  that 
nffembly  may  be,  by  then-  intemperate  rage  for  unlimited  damiiMtion, 
fo  as  to  night  jullice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind,  we  efteem  ourfeltes 
bound,  by  obligations  of  rc^e£l  to  the  reft  of  the  world,  to  make 
known  the  jufticc  of  our  cau^^- 

,     ,Our  forefathen,  inhabitan 

.native  land,  to  feek  on  thefc 
fteedooi.  At  the  expence  oi 
titnes,  without  the  lewd  chai^ 

ed,'  by  nncealing  labour  am  : 

r.ttl<»KDts  in  the  dillant  and 
tf  ith  -Bumtromi  and  vrariike  o: 
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UncnUf  tcftcd  with  perfcft  legiflatures,  were  fortned  under  charters  from 
the  crown,  ^nd  an  harmonious  intcrcourfe  was  edablifhed  between 
the  colonics  and  the  kingdom  from  which  they  derived  their  origin* 
The  mutual  benefits  of  this  union  became  in  a  (hort  time  fo  extraor* 
dinary,  a^  to  excite  allonifhment.  It  is  univerfally  confefTed,  that  the 
amazing  increafe  of  the  wealth,  ilreneth,  and  navigation  of  the  realm^ 
arofe  from  this  fource  (  and  the  minider,  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefs* 
fully  diredled  the  meafures  of  Great -Britain  in  the  late  w^r,  publicly 
declared,  that  thcfe  colonies  enabled  her  to  triump|i  over  her  enemies. 
-^Towards  the  conclufion  of  that  war,  it  pleafed  out  Sovereign  to 
make  a  change  in  his  counfels. — From  that  fatal  moment  the  affairs  of 
the  Briti(h  empire  began  to  fall  into  confufion,  and,  gradually  flidinj^ 
from  the  fummit  of  glorious  profpcrity,  to  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  virtues  and  abilities  of  one  man,  ai-c  at  length  diflra£led 
by  the  convulfions  that  now  (hake  it  to  its  deepefl  foundations.  The 
new  miniftry,  finding  the  brave  foes  of  Britain,  though  frequently' 
defeated,  yet  ftill  contending,  took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting 
them  a  halty  peace,  and  of  then  fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  date,  as  to  pre* 
fcnt  vidories  without  bloodfhed,  and  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  (la- 
tiitable  plunder.  The  uninterrupted  tenor  of  their  peaceable  and  rc- 
Ipe^lful  behaviour,  from  the  beginning  of  colonization  ;  their  duti« 
nil,  zealous^  and  ufcful  fervices  during  the  war,  though  fo  recently  and 
amply  acknowledged  in  the  mod  honourable  manner  by  his  Majefty, 
by  the  late  King,  and  by  Parliament ;  could  not  favc  them  from  the 
meditated  innovations.  Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt  the  per- 
nicious projeft,  and,  afluming  a  new  power  over  them,  have,  in  the 
courfe  of  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of  the  fpirit  and 
confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt  concerning 
the  cffe^ls  of  acquiefcence  under  it.  They  have  undertaken  to  give 
and  grant  our  money  without  our  confent^  though  wc  have  ever  cxer- 
cifcd  an  exclufive  right  to  difpofe  of  our  own  property.  Statutes  have 
been  paiTcd  for  extending  the  jurifdidtion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and 
Vice-admiralty  beyond  tneir  ancient  limits,  for  depriving  us  of  the 
ttccuftomed  and  ineiUmable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury,  in  cafes  afleAing 
both  life  and  property  ;  for  fufpending  the  legiflature  of  one  of  the 
colonies ;  for  interdidling  all  commerce  of  another ;  and  for  altenng 
fundamentally  the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  by  charter,  and  fe« 
cured  by  a^s  of  its  own  legiflature  folemnly  confirmed  by  the  crown ; 
for  exempting  the  '  murderers*  of  colon  ids  from  legal  trial,  and,  ia 
cffe^,  from  punilhment;  for  eredling  in  a  neighbouring  province, 
acquired  by  the  joint  arms  of  Great- Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm 
dangerous  to  our  very  exiftence  ;  and  for  quartering,  foldiers  upon  the 
colonifts  in  time  of  profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refolved  in  par- 
liament, that  colonids,  charged  with  committing  certain  ofifences^ 
(hall  be  tranfported  to  England  to  be  tiied.  * 

But  why  mould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  fn  detail  ?  By  on^  flatute 
it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  ^  of  right  make  laws  to  bind  us  ia 
all  cafes  whatever.'  What  is  to  defend  us  againft  fo  enormous,  fo 
vnlimited  a  p«wer  ?  Kot  a  fingle  man  of  tbofc  who  aflume  it  is  cho- 
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fen  by  us*  or  ia  fubjed  to  our  controul  or  tnBuence  ;  but  on  the  com 
tniryt  tbcy  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation  of  fuch  bw* ; 
and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  ollenlible  pof- 
pofcs  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  aftuallj  lighten  their  own  burdeot, 
in  proportion  as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  miferjr  to  which  fuch 
delpotifm  would  reduce  u».  We  for  ten  year*  inceffantly  and  iarf- 
feclually  beficgcd  the  throne  as  fupplicants  ;  we  reafoncd,  vc  rcmon- 
ftrated  with  parliament  in  the  mo  ft  mild  and  decent  language.  But 
adminidration,  feufible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  oppreSirc  mesfuret 
»a  freemeD  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets  and  armiei  to  enforce  them. 
The  indignation  of  the  Americans  wag  roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  »^s 
the  indignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affedionatc  people.  A  con- 
grefs  of  delegate!  from  the  united  colonics  was  aRembted  at  Philadel- 
phia, on  the  5th  day  of  laft  September.  We  refotved  again  to  o&:t 
an  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and  al{u  addreffcd  our 
fi;l]ow  fitbjeflB  of  Great- Britain.  We  have  purfued  every  temperate, 
*icry  refpcflful  mcafure ,-  we  have  even  proceeded  to  break  off  our 
commercial  intercourfe  with  our  fellow  fu^eds,  as  the  lafl:  peaceable 
admonition,  that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth  would  fnp- 
plant  our  attachment  to  liberty.  This,  wc  flatter  ourfelres,  was  the 
■  ultimate  ftep  of  the  controvcrfy ;  but  fubfcquent  event*  have  Ihewi 
how  vain  was  this  hope  of  finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several,  threatening  exprcffions  againft  the  colonics  were  infertcd  ii 
his  Majdly's  fpeech.  Our  petition,  though  we  were  told  it  war  a 
decent  one,  that  hib  Majtfty  had  been  plcafed  to  receive  it  erscioufly, 
aifd  to  promife  laying  it  before  his  parliament,  was  huddleainto  both 
houfei  amongft  a  bundle  of  American  papers,  and  there  ncgleded* 
The  LonJs  and  Commons,  in  tlidr  addrefs,  in  the  month  of  February, 
faid,  *  that  a  rebellion  at  that  time  aftually  exiftcd  within  the  province 
of  MafTachufett's-Bay  ;  and  that  thofe  concerned  in  it  bad  been  ooUB> 
tenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlauful  combinations  and  engagements, 
entered  into  by  his  iAxjeHj's  fubjeAs  in  feveral  of  the  other  ctJonics ; 
and  therefore  they  befought  his  Majefty  that  he  would  take  the  moS 
effrdual  mcafurei  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority 
of  the  fiipreme  legiflature.'  Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe  of 
whuie  colonies,  with  foreign  countries  and  with  each  other,  was  cat 
olT  by  an  a&  of  parliament  ;  by  another,  feveral  of  them  were  mtifclj 
prohllii'tLiI  from  the  tilheries  in  the  feas  near  their  coafti,  on  which 
Ihey  always  depended  for  their  fulltnance  ;  and  large  rc-inforcemeots 
of  (hips  and  troops  were  immediately  Tent  over  to  GenenI  Cag«. 

Tculiltfls  were  all  the  intreaiies,  arguments  and  eloquence  of -an  il- 
liiltn'uits  band,  of  the  moft  dlllinguilhed  peers  and  cummoaers;  who 
nobly  and  ftrcnuoufly  afferted  the  juftic 
to  mitigate  the  heedlcfs  fury  with  whici 
a'uipled  outrages  were  hurried  on,  Equ9 
of  the  city  of  London,  ef  Brill oi,  and 
in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  ao 
to  divide  us,  to  ellablith  a  perpetual 
colony  fhould  bid  againft  colony,  all  of 
Ihould  rcdceui  their  lives  j, and  tbut  to 
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the  bayonet  the  unknown  fums  that  fhould  be  fufficient  to  gratify,  if 
podible  to  gratify,  minifterial  rapacity,  with  the  miferable  indulgence 
left  to  us  of  raifing  in  our  own  mode  the  prefcribed  tribute.  What 
terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating  could  have  been  did^ated  by  remorfc- 
lefs  viftors  to  conquered  enemies  ?  In  our  circumftances,  to  accept 
them  would  be  to  d<*ferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intellig.^nce  of  thefe  proceedings  arrived  on  this  con- 
tinent, General  Gage,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  the  luft  year  had  takea 
pofrcflion  of  the  town  of  Bodon,  in  the  province  of  MafFachuiett's- 
Bay,  and.  ftill  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  19th  day  of  April, 
fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of  his  army,  who  made 
an  unprovoked  aiTault  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province,  at  the 
town  of  Lexington,  as  appears  by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of 
perfous,  fome  oiF  whom  were  officers  and  foldicrs  of  that  detachment ; 
inurdcred  eight  of  the  inhabitants,  and  wounded  many  others.  From 
thence  the  troops  proceeded  iq  warlike  array  to  the  town  of  Concord, 
where  they  fet  upon  another  party  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  fame  pro- 
vince, killing  feveral  and  wounding  more,  until  compelled  to  retreat 
by  the  country-people  fuddcnly  aflembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggrefilon, 
Hodilities  thus  commenced  by  the  Britifh  troops,  have  been  iiace  pro- 
fcctited  by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or  reputation.  The  inhabi- 
tahts  of  Bofton  being  confined  within  that  town  by  the  General,  their 
Governor ;  and  having,  in  order  to  procure  their  difmiflion,  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  him ;  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants, 
having  depofited  their  arms  with  their  own  magifirates,  (hould  have 
liberty  to  depart,  taking;  with  them  their  other  effeds.  They  accord- 
ingly delivered  up  their  arms ;  but,  in  open  violation  of  honour,  in 
denance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  whicfi  even  favage  nations  eftcem 
facred,  the  Governor  ordered  the  arms  depofited  as  aforcfaid,  that 
they  might  be  prefcrvcd  for  their  owners,  to  be  feized  by  a  body  of 
fohiiers ;  detained  the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  town, 
and  compelled,  the  few,  who  were  permitted  to  retire,  to  leave  their 
mofl  valuable  effeds  behind. 

By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated  from  their  huibands,  children 
from  tl^cir  parents,  the  aged  and  Tick  from  their  relations  and  friends, 
who  wifli  to  attend  and  comfort  them  ;  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed 
to  live  in  plenty,  and  evcu  elegance,  are  reduced  to  deplorable  diflrefs. 

The  General  further  emulating  ms  Minifterial  Mafters,  by  a  pro- 
clamation bearing  date  on  the  12th  day  of  June,  after  venting  the 
groffeft  falihoodi.  and  calumnies  againll  the  good  people  of  thefe  colo- 
niesf  proceeds  to  *  declare  them  all,  cither  by  name  or  defcription, 
to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to  fuperfede  the  courfe  of  the  common  law, 
and  inftead  thereof  to  publifh  and  order  the  ufc  and  cxercifc  of  the 
law  martial.' — His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen  ;  have  wan- 
tonly burnt  Cbarles-Town,  befidcs  a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  in 
other  places  ;  our  fhips  and  vcflels  are  fel/.ed  ;  the  necefiary  fupplies  of 
provifions  art  intercepted ;  and  he  is  c::crling  his  utmotl  power  to 
fpread  dcllrudion  and  devallation  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  General  Carleton,  the 
CJavcrnor  •f  Cauadaj  is  inftigating  the  people  of  that  province  and  the 
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Indians  to  fall  upon  us  ;  and  we  have  but  too  much  reafon  to  appre- 
hend, that  fchemes  have  been  formed  to  excite  domeftic  enemies  againft 
us.  In  brief,  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feels,  and  all  of  them  axe 
fure  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminiftration  can  infill 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  tire,  fword,  and  famine.  Wc 
are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  chufing  an  unconditional  fubmiffioa 
to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The 
latter  is  our  choice.  We  have  counted  the  coft  of  this  conteft,  and 
find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as  voluntary  flavcry.  Honour,  juftice,  and 
humanity  forbid  us  tamely  to  furrender  that  freedom  which  wc  received 
from  our  gallant  anceilors,  and  which  our  innocent  poftenty  have  a 
right  to  receive  from  us.  ^  We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  gtiDt  of 
rcfigning  fucceeding  generations  to  that  wretchedne(s  which  inevitably 
awaits  them,  if  we  bafely  intail  hereditary  bondage  upon  them. 

Our  caufe  is  jud  :  Our  union  is  pcrftdl :  Our  internal  refources  are 
great,  and,  if  neceffary,  foreign  a&idauce  is  undoubtedly  attainable* 
We  gratefully  acknowledge,  as  fignal  inflances  of  the  divine  favour 
towards  us,  that  his  Providence  would  not  permit  us  to  be  called  Into 
this  fevere  controverfy,  until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  prefent  flrenetli« 
had  been  previoufly  exercifed  in  warlike  operations,  and  poffcffca  of 
the  means  of  defending  ourfelves.  With  hearts  fortified  with  thefe 
animating  reflexions,  wc  moil  folemnly  before-  God  and  the  world 
declare,  that,  exerting  the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe  powers  which  our 
beneficent  Creator  hath  gracioufly  bellowed  upon  us,  the  arms  wc 
have  been  compelled  by  our  enemies  (o  aflume,  we  will,  in  defiance  of 
every  hazard,  with  unabated  finnnefs  and  perfevcrance,  employ  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  liberties,  being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  free- 
men rather  than  to  live  flaves. 

Left  this  declaration  (hould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our  friends  and 
fcllow-fubjc£b  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  affure  them,  that  wc 
mean  not  to  diflolve  that  union  which  has  fo  long  and  fo  happily^ub- 
£ftcd  between  us,  and  which  we  finccrely  wifh  to  fee  reflorcd.  Nc- 
ceflity  has  not  yet  driven  us  into  that  dcfperate  meafure,  or  induced 
us  to  excite  any  other  nation  to  war  againft  them.  We  have  not  raifed 
armies,  with  ambitious  defigns  of  fcparating  from  Great-Britain,  and 
cftablifhing  independent  ftates.  We  fight  not  for  glory,  or  for  con- 
queft.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarkable  fpeaacle  of  a  people 
attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies^  without  any  imputation,  or  even 
fufpicion,  of  offence.  They  boaft  of  their  privileges  and  civilization^ 
and  yet  proffer  no  milder  conditions  thin  fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is  our  birth* 
right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  violation  of  it ;  for  the 
protc£lion  of  our  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  induftry  of 
our  forefathers,  and  ourfelves  ;  againft  violence  a^lually  offered,  wc 
have  taken  up  arms.  We  fnall  lay  them  down  when  hoftilities  fhall 
ccafe  on  the  pnrt  of  the  aggrefTors,  and  all  dangers  of  their  being  re- 
newed fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupremc  and  impar* 
dal  judge  and  ruler  of  the  univerfe,  we  moft  devoutly  Implore  his  di* 
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Tine  goodnefs  to  condu^  us  happily  through  thi8  great  conflidy  to  dif- 
pofe  our  adverfaries  to  reconciliation  on  reafonaUe  termSy  and  thereby 
to  relieve  the  empire  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war. 

''ttrS!^^^^''  ]   J°«^  HANDCOCK.    />./..«. 

Attejl.    Charlbs  Thompson,  Secretary. 


Reafons  ajpgned  hy  the  C^fittnental  Congrefsy  for  the  North  American 
Colonics  and  Provinces   nvlthdraialng  their  Allegiance  to  the  King  of 
Great-Britain. 

A  DECLARATI0N^;»/y5/  Rkpiesintatives  oftheUNITED 
STATES  of  AMERICA,  In  General  Congress  afembleJ. 
July  4,  1776. 

WHEN  in  the  courfe  of  human  events  it  becomes  neccflary  for  one 
people  to  diiTolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connedled  them  with 
another,  and  to  aflume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth  the  feparate  and 
equal  ilation  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  Natures  God  intttle 
them,  a  decent  refpe^  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires  that  they 
(hould  declare  the  caufes  which  impel  them  to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to\be  felf-evident ;  that  all  men  arc  created 
equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  br  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
rights ;  that  among  thefe  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of  happi- 
nefs;  That  to  fecurc  thefe  rights,  governments  are  inftituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  juft  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  governed  5  and 
whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  deftruflive  of  thefe  ends,  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolidi  it,  and  to  inftitute  a  new 
government,  laying  its  foundation  on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its 
powers  in  fuch  form,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  moil  likely  to  effect  their 
fafety  and  happinefs.  Prudence  indeed  will  didlate  that  governments  long 
cftabliflied  (hould  not  be  changed  for  light  and  tranlieiit  caufes ;  and 
acordingly  all  experience  hath  (hewn  that  mankind  are  more  difpofed  to 
fuffer,  while  erils  are  fufferable,  than  to  right  themCelves  by  abolilhing 
the  forms  to  which  they  are  aecuftomed }  but  when  a  long  train  ©f 
abufes  and  ufurpations,  purfuing  invariabhr  the  fame  obje^,  evinces  a 
deiign  to  reduce  them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it  is  their  right,  it 
is  their  duty,  to  throw  off  fuch  government,  and  to  provide  new 
guards  for  their  future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient  fufferance  of 
thefe  colonies,  and  fuch  is  now  the  neceflity  which  condrains  them  to 
alter  their  former  fyltems  of  government.     The  liiftory  of  the  prefent 

of ,  is  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurpations; 

nil  having  in  direA  objcdl  the  efUbliihmeot  of  an  abfolute  tyranny  over 
thefe  States,     To  prove  this,  let  fafts  be  fiibmitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  rcfufed  his  affcnt  to  laws  the  mofl  wholefome  and  ncceffary 
for  the  p'lblic  good. 

He 
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-He'lias  forbidden  ttis  governors  co  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and  preT- 
fing  tmportance,  unlcfs  fulpended  in  their  operation  ttl]  hisaflfent  fliould 
be  obtained ;  and,  when  fo  fufpendedi  he  has  utterly  negleded  to  at- 
tend thetn. 

He  has  refufed  to  pafs  other  laws  for  the  accomn\odatioD  ^  of  larj^ 
diilriAs  of  people,  unlefs  thofe  people  would  reliiiquifh  the  rights  of 
TCprefentAtion  in  the  legiflature  |  a  right  ineitimable  to  them^  and  for- 
midable to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legiflative  bodies  at  places  unufual^^  nocom- 
fortable,  and  diftant  from  the  depofitor)'  of  their  public  rccoidSffortlie 
•  fole  purpofe  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance  with  his  meafures. 

He  has  dtflblved  Reprefcntative  Houfes  repeatedJyt  for  c^Jpofiflj 
with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invafions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time  after  fuch  diflblution^  to  caufe  othci 
to  be  ere£led  ;  whereby  the  legiflative  powers,  incapable  of  annihilatiofl 
have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ;  the  Stale  re- 
maining in  the  mean  time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of  iovafi^s  from 
without,  and  convulfions  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  population  of  thcfe  States  5  for 
that  purpofc  obilru6ling  the  laws  for  naturah'zatioti  of  foreigners,  re- 
liifing  tm  pafs  others  to  encourage  their  emigrations  hither^  and  nufiog 
*the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lai}ds. 

He  has  obftrufted  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  by  refuting  his  affect 
to  laws  for  eftabliihing  judiciary  poweis. 

He  has  tnslde  judges  dependent  on  his  >vill  alone,  for  the  tenure  of 
their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  h^s  ereded  a  multitude  of  new  offices^  ^nd  fent  hither  fwanns  of 
officers  to  harrafs  our  people,,  and  cat  out  their  fubfittancc. 

He  has  kept  among  \\$  in  times  of  Peace  ftanding  armies^  without 
tbeconfent  of  our  legillatures. 

He  has  afh?^ed  to  render  the  military  independent  of,  and  fupcnor 
to,  the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  fubje£l  us  to  a  jurifd^dion  foreign 
to  our  conllitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws,  giving  his  affcnt  10 
their  pretended   ads  of  iegiflation  : — For  quartering  large  bodies  ot 
armed  troops  among  us  : — For  prote^ing  them,  by  a  mock  trialf  fro» 
piininimcnt  for  any  municrs  which  they  (hould  commit  on  the  inhabitanti 
of  thcfe  States. — For  cuttiogoff  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world: 
-— Forimpofing  taxesupon  us  without  our  confent  :^-For  depriring  us, 
In  many  cafes,   of  the  benefit  of  trial  by  jury : — For  tranfporting  «* 
beyond  feas  to  be  tried  for  pretended   o^cnces :— For  aboliflunp  the 
free  fyftem  of  Englifh   laws  in  a  neighbouring  province,  cftabhftw^ 
therein  an  arbitrary  go vernrntnt,  and  enlarging  its  boundaries  fo  2S  to 
rendcv  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  inftrument  for  introducing  the  »»* 
abfolutc  rule  into  tljcfe  colonics  :> — For  taking  away  our  charterSi  ^^ 
lifting  our  moft  valuable  laws,    and  altering  fundamentilly  the  fonns  ^^ 
our  governmeots  :• — For  fiifpen(!ing  our  tAvn  legidatures,  and  dtchnrtg 
thcnifelves  invciUd   wilh  power  to  Icgiflatc  tor  us  in  allcafrt*^^^" 
focver.  ,^ 

He 
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Hie  has  abdicated  government  here  by  declaring  u»  out  of  his  pro- 
tediion,  and  waging  war  with  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  fcas,  ravaged  our  coafts,  burnt  our  towns,  and 
deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  people* 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting  large  amries  of  foreign  mercenaries, 
to  complete  the  works  of  death,  defolation,  and  tyranny,  already  begun 
with  circumftanccs  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  fcarccly  paialleled  in  the 
moft  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  Head  of  a  civilized 
nation. 

He  has  conflrained  our  fellow-citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
(eas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their  country,  to  become  the  executioners  of 
their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  thcmfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeltic  infurrcifiions  amongft  us,  and  has  endeavour* 
cd  to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers  the  mercilefs  Indian  {a<* 
rages,  whofe  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undiilinguiihed  dcftrudioa 
of  all  ages,  fexes,  and  conditions.  ' 

In  every  flage  of  thefe  oppreffions  we  have  petitioned  for  redrcfs,  in 
the  moft  humble  terms  ;  our  repeated  petitions  have  been  anfwered  only 
by  repeated  injury.  A  Prince,  whofe  chara6ler  is  thus  marked  by 
every  a^  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free 
people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attention  to  our  Britifh  brethem.  We 
have  warned  them,  from  time  to  time,  of  attempts,  by  thf;ir  legiflature, 
to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurifdi6iion  over  us ;  we  have  reminded 
them  of  the  circumfiances  of  our  emigratioh  and  fettlement  here  ;  we 
have  appealed  to  their  native  juftice  and  magnanimity  ;  and  we  have 
conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindreds  to  difavow  thefe 
nfurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  conne^^ion.  and  cor- 
refpondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  juftice  and  con- 
fanguinity.  We  muft  therefore  acquiefce  in  the  ncceffity  which  de- 
nounces our  feparation,  and  hold  them  as  we  hold  the  reft  of  mankind, 
enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  General  Congrefs  aflcmblcd,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  JUDGE 
of  the  world  for  the  redlitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  thefc  Colonies,  folemnly  pub- 
lilh  and  declare  that  thefe  United  Colonies  arc,  and  of  right  ought  to  be 
FREE  ASD  INDEPENDENT  STATES,  find  that  they  are  abfolveu  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  Britifh  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connexions  be- 
tween them  and  the  State  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally 
diffolved  ;  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  States,  they  have  full  power 
to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  eftahlifti*  commerce,  and 
to  do  all  other  a£ls  and  things  which  independent  States  may  of  right 
do.  And  for  the  fupport  of  this  Declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance  on 
the  protcAion  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually  pledge  to  each  other, 
our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred  honour. 

^'^"""^ tf  tL^lngriff'!  '"'"^  \  -10"^  HANDCOCK.  Prtfid^nt. 

Attejt,  Charles  Tuom p son,  ^«rrrr///r7* 

Artidii, 
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ArtlcUi  of  Confidetation  and  perpetual  Union    hetnveen  the  Staffs  of 
New-HampAiire,  MafTachufett's  Bay,  Rhode- Iflaody  Conne^Ucut, 
New- York,    PenfyWanta,    the  Counties  ^Newcaftlc,    Kent,    and 
Suflex,  011  Delaware- ^iver,    Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina^ 
Soath-CaroUQa,  Georgia. 

iV.  B.  Thefe  articles  of  Confederation,  after  having  been  long  weigli« 
ed  and  difcufled,  line  by  line,  in  the  Congrcfs,  were  at  length  re* 
folved  upon  and  fiened  by  all  the  Delegates,  the  4th  of  Odiobcr, 
1776,  at  Philadelcmia,  fuch  as  they  arc  here  fet  forth ;  and  in  con- 
fequence  were  immediately  fent  to  the  other  States  to  be  confirmed 
by  them. 

ARTICLE  I.  The  Thirteen  States  above  mentioned,  confederate 
themfelves  under  the  title  of  The  United  States  of  America, 

II.  They  contra6i,  each  in  their  own  name,  by  the^prefent  confli- 
tution,  a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendihip  for  their  common 
defence,  for  the  maintenance  of  their  liberties,  and  for  their  general 
and  mutual  advantage  ;  obliging  themfelves  to  afiiil  each  other  ^gaisli 
all  violence  that  may  threaten  air,  oc  anyone  of  them,  and  to  repel  \n 
common  all  the  attacks  that  may  be  levelled  againfl  all  or  any  one  of 
them,  on  account  of  religion,  fovereignity,  commerce,  or  under  any 
other  pretext  whatfoever. 

III.  Each  State  referves  to  themfelves  alone  the  exclufive  right  of 
regulating  their  Internal  government,  and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters 
that  are  not  included  in  the  articles  of  theprefent  Confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice  the  fame. 

IV.  No  State  in  particular  (hall  either  fend  or  receive  embaffieia 
begin  any  negociations,  contradi  any  engagements,  form  any  alliance^ 
conclude  any  treaties  with  any  king,  prince,  or  power  whatfoever  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  United  States,  aifembled  in  General  Congrcfs. 

No  perfon,  invefted  with  any  poll  whatever  under  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  them,  whether  he  has  appointments 
belonging  to  his  employment,  or  whether  it  be  a  commiilion  purHy  con- 
fidential, (hall  be  allowed  to  accept  any  prefents,  gratuities,  emoluments^ 
nor  any  offices  or  titles  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  kings,  princes^ 
or  foreign  powers. 

And  the  General  Aflembly  of  the  united  States,  nor  any  State  la 
particular,  (hall  not  confer  any  title  of  nobility. 

V.  Two,  nor  feveral  of  the  faid  States,  (hall  not  have  power  ts 
form  alliances  or  confederations,  nor  conclude  any  private  treaty  among 
themfelves,  without  the  confent  of  the  United  States  aflembled  is 
General  Congrefs,  and  without  the  aim  and  duration  of  that  private 
convention  be  exa6^]y  fpeciiicd  in  the  confent. 

VI.  No  State  fhall  lay  on  any  impofls,  nor  eftablKh  any  duties 
'whatever,  the  cffccl  of  which  might  alter  dire^ly,  or  indiredly,  the 
cJaufes  of  the  treaties  to  be  concluded,  hereafter  by  the  Affcriibly  of 
the  United  States  with  any  kings,  princes,  or  power  whatfoever. 

VII.  There  (hall  not  be  kept  by  any  of  the  faid  States,  in  particu* 
lur,  apy  vclTcls  pr  flilps  of  war  fibovc  the  number  judged  neceflary  by 

the 
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{tit  Ailembly  ojf  the  tTniled  iSUtes^  for  ttie  defeoice  of  that  Sute  and 
its  commerce  I  and  there  (hall  not  be  kept  on  foot  in  time  of  peace  by 
zty  of  the  fatd  S^tes,  any  troops  above  the  number  determined  by  the 
Aflembly  of  the  United  States,  to  guard  the  ftrong  places  or  forts  ne* 
ceffary  for  the  defen^  oiF  that  State  ;  but  each  State  (hall  always  ketp 
a  well-difcipltne^  mintiai  fufficiently  armed  and  equipped*  and  (hall  be 
cilreful  to  procure,  and  keep  in  conflant  readinefs,  in  the  public  maga* 
zines,  a  fufficient  number  ot  field  pieces  and  tents,  with  a  proper  quan* 
tity  of  ammunition  and  implements  of  wan 

VilL  When  any  of  the  faid  States  (hall  raife  troops  for  the  com* 
mon  defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  rank  of  colonel  and  under,  (hall  be 
appointed  by  the  legiflative  body  of  the  State  that  (hall  have  raifed  the 
tfoopi,  6r  in  fuch  manner  as  that  State  (hall  have  judged  proper  to  re- 

£late  thi  nominations  ;  and  when  any  vacancy  happenf  in  thefe  pollsy 
:y  (hall  be  filled  lip  by  the  faid  State. 

'IX.  All  the  expehces  of  war,  and  all  other  di(burfement8.  that  (hall 
be  made  for  the  common  defence  or  the  general  weal,  and  that  (hall  be 
ordered  by  the  Affembly  of  the  tJnitcd  States,  (hall  be  paid  out  of  the 
funds  of  a  common  treafury. 

That  common  treafury  (hall  be  formed  by  the  contribution  of  each  of 
the  aforefaid,  States,  in  proportion  to ,  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
every  age,  fex,  or  quality,  except  the  Indians  exempt  from  taxes  in 
e^ch  State ;  and  in  order  to  fix  thi  quota  of  the  contribution,  every 
three  years  the  inhabitants  (hall  be  numbered,  in  which  enumeration  the 
number  of  vvhite  people  (hall  be  diftin^ui(hed :  and  that  enumeration 
(hall  be  ^cht  to  the  Aflcihbly  of  the  United  States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay  this  quota,  (hall  be  laid  and  levied  in 
the  etteiit  of  each  State  by  the  authority  and  orders  of  its  legiflative 
body,  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Aflembly  of  the  United  States. 

X.  Each  of  the  faid  States  (hall  fubmit  to  the  decifions  of  the  Af» 
fembly  of  the  United  States,  in  all  matters  or  queftions  referved  to 
that  Atembly  by  the  prefcnt  a£t  of  Confederation. 

XI.  No  State  (hall  engage  in  war  without  the  confent  of  the  Unite  d 
States  a(rembled  in  Congrefsj  except  in  cafe  of  a6tual  invafion  of  fome 
enemy,  or  from  a  certain  knowledge  of  a  refolution  taken  by  fome  In^ 
dian  natioi)  to  attack  them,  and  in  that  cafe  only,  in  which  the  danger 
id  too  urgent  to  allow  theni  time  to  confult  the  other  States. 

No  particular  State  (hall  give  any  commiflion  to  veflels,  or  other  (hips 
of  war,  nor  any  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal,  till  after  a  declaration  of 
War  made  by  the  Atfembly  of  the  United  States ;  and  even  in  that  caftt 
they  (hal^d  granted  only  againft  the  kingdom  or  the  power,  or  againft 
the  fiibje&8  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the  power  againlt  which  war  (hall 
have  been  fo  declared  ;  and  (hall  conform,  refpe6ting  thefe  objeds,  to 
the  regulations  made  by  the  Aflembly  of  the  United  States. 

Xt.  In  order  to  ^atcK  over  the  general  intcreft  of  the  United  States^ 
and  direct  the  general  afrairs,  there  (hall  be  nominated  every  year  ac- 
cording to  the  form  fcttkd  by  the  legiflative  body  of  each  State,  a 
certain  number  of  delegates,  who  (hall  lit  at  Philadelphia  until  the  Ge- 
neral A(rembly  of  the  Anited  States  fliall  hare  ordered  othcnvife  ;  and 
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the  firft  Monday  in  November  of  each  year,  (hall  be  the  aera  fixed  for 
their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above  mentioiled  States  (hall  prefcrvc  the  right  and 
power  to  recall,  at  anytime  whatever  of  the  year,  their  delegates,  or 
any  one  of  them,  ^nd  to  fend  others  in  the  room  of  them  for  the  remaia- 
der  of  the  year  ;  and  each  of  the  had  States  fhalhnaintain  their  dck- 
gates  during  the  time  of  the  General  Affembly,  and  alfo  durijig  the 
time  they  fhall  be  members  of  the  Council  of  State,  of  which  mention 
fhall  be  made  hereafter. 

XIII.  £^ch  State  (hall  have  a  vote  for  the  decifion  of  queftiona  in 
the  General  Affembly. 

XIV.  The  General  Affembly  of  the  United  States,  (hall  alone  and 
exdufively  have  the  right  and  power  to  decide  of  peace  and  war,  ex- 
cept in  the  cafe  mentioned  in  article  XI.— to  eftabufh  rules  for  judging 

^  tn  all  cafes  the  legitimacy  of  th^  prizes  taken  by  fea  or  land,  and'to  de- 
termine the  manner  in  which  the  prizes  taken  by  the  fea  or  land  foicet, 
in  the  fervfce  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  divided  or  employed  ;— to 
grant  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal  in  time  of  oeace ;— to  appoint  tri- 
bunals to  take  cognizance  of  piracies,  and  all  other  capita]  crioiea 
committed  on  the  nigh  feas  ;— ^o  eftablifh  tribunals  to  receive  appeals, 
and  judge  finally  in  aU  cafes  of  prizes; — to  fend  and  receive  amba^- 
dqrs ; — to  negociate  and  conclude  treaties  and  alliances-^to  decide 
idl  differenced  ^dually  fubfifting,  and  that  may  arife  hereafter 
between  two  or  feveral  of  the  aforementioned  States,  about  limits, 
jurifdiftion,  or  any  other  caufe  what(peyer  5 — »to  coin  money,  ajid 
fix  Its  value  and  ilandafd  ; — to  fix  the  weights  and  meafures  throogout 
the  whole  extent  o{  the  United  States  :-— to  regulate  commerce,  and 
treat  of  all  aflFairs  with  the  Indians  who  are  not  members  of  any  of 
the  States ; — to  eflablifh  and  regulate  the  pofts  from  one  State  to 
apother,  in  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  receive  on 
the  letters  and  packets  fcnt  by  pofl,  the  neceffa'ry  tax  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence  of  that  etlablidiment ; — to  appoint  the  general  officers  of  the 
land  forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States  ;  to  give  commiffions  to 
tne  other  ofUcei^  of  the  faid  troops,  who  fhall  have,  been  appointed  by 
virtue  of  article  VIII ; — to  appoint  all  officers  of  marine  in  the  fervice 
of  the  United  States  ; — to  frame  all  the  ordinances  neceflaryfbr  the 
government  and  difpjplSne  of  the  faid  land  and  fea  forces  ;  and  to  direft 
their  operations. 

The  Genera!  AflemUyof  the  United  States  fhall  be  authorifed  t9 
appoint  a  Council  of  State  aud  fu^h  commitees  and  civil  officers  at 
they  (Jidl  ju^ge  n^cefTary  for  guiding  and  difpatching  the  general 
affairs,  under  their  authority,  wmlfl  theyn-emain  fitting  i  and  ^fur  their 
fepar^tion,  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  of  State.— ^They  fhaU 
CTiufe  for  pfcfident  one  of  their  members,  and  for  Secretary  the  perfon 
whom  they  fhall  judge  fit  for  that  place  ;  ?ind  tney  may  adjourn  at  what 
time  in  the  year,  and  to  what  place  of  the  United  States  they  fhall 
think  proper. — They  fhall  have  the  right  and  po^wer  to  determine  and 
fix  the  fum  neccffary  to  beraifed,  and  the  difburfmentsneceflarytobe 
made:  to  borrow  money,  and  to  create  bills  on  .^he  credit ■<^  the 
United  States — to  build  and  fit  out  fleets*;— to  determine  the  number 
of  troop?  to  be  raifcd  or  kept  in  pay  ^^^and  to  require  of  each  of  the 


A  ?  P  E  N  D  1  i.  35 

afordafd  States^  to  compofe  the  army  a  contingent  proportioned  to  the 
npipber  of  its  white  inhabitants.— Thefe  requifitions  ot  the  General 
AfTcmbiy  (hall'  be  binding,  and  in  confequence  the  legiflati?e  body  of 
each  State  fhall  nominate  the  particular  omcerg,  levy  the  men,  arm  and 
equip  them  properly ;  and  thefe  officers  and  foldiers,  thus  armed  and 
equipped,  mall  proceed  to  the  place,  and  within  the  time  fixed  by  the 
Creneral  Affembiy. 

But  if  the  General  Affembiy  from  fome  particular  circumftances, 
fhould  think  proper  to  exempt  one  orfcveral  of  the  States  from  raiCng 
troops,  or  demand  of  them  lefs  than  their  contingent,  and  (hould  oii 
the  contrary  judge  it  convenient  that  one  of  feveral  others  fliould  raifc 
more  than  their  contingent :  the  npmber  extraordinary  demanded  fliall 
beraifed,  provided  with  officers  armed  and  equipped  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  the  contingent,  unlefs  the  Icgiflative  body  of  that,  or  of  thofc 
of  the  State  to  whom  the  requifition  (hall  have  been  made,  fhould  deem 
it  dangerous  for  themfelves  to  be  drained  of  that  number  extraordinary, 
and  in  that  cafe,  they  fhall  furnifh  no  more  than  what  they  think  com- 
patible with  their  fafety  ;  and  the  officers  and  foldiers  fo  raiTed  and 
equipped,  fhall  go  to  the  place  and  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
Affembiy. 

The  (General  Affembiy  fhall  never  engage  in  any  war,  ttor  grant  letters 
of  marque  or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace,  nor  contra^  any  treaties  of  al» 
Hance  or  other  conventions,  except  to  make  peac^,  nor  coin  money  or 
regulate  hs  value,  or  determine  or  fix  the  fums  neceffary  to  be  raifed,  or 
the  difburfments  neceffary  to  be  made  for  the  defence  or  advantage  of 
the  Uuited  States,  or  of  fome  of  them,  nor  create  bills,  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  difpofe  of  any  fums  of 
Bioney,  nor  refolve  on  the  number  of  fhips  of  war  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chafed,  of  on  the  number  of  troops  to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea  fervice, 
nor  appoint  a  commander  or  chief  of  the  land  or  fea  forces,  but  by  the 
united  confent  of  nine  of  the  States ;  and  no  queflion  on  any  point 
whatfoever,  except  the  adjourning  from  one  day  to  another,  fhall  be  de- 
termined but  by  a  maiority  of  the  United  States. 

No  delegate  fhall  be  chofen  for  more  than  three  years  out  of  fix. 

No  perfon  invefled  with  any  employment  whatever  in  the  extent  of 
the  United  States,  and  receiving,  by  virtue  of  that  employment,  either 
by  himfelf,  or  through  the  hands  of  any  other  for  him,  anyfalaries, 
wages,  emoluments  whatever,  fhall  be  chofen  a  delegate. 

Tlie  General  Affembiy  fhall  publifh  every  month  a  journal  of  their 
f  eflions,  except  what  fhall  relate  to  treaties,  alliances,  or  military  oper<. 
ations,  when  it  fhall  appear  to  them  that  thefe  matters  ought  to  be  kept 
fecret.  The  opinions /r^  and  con  of  iht  delegates  of  each  State,  fhall 
be  entered  in  the  journals  as  often  as  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  each 
State,  on  their  demand  or  even  to  any  one  of  the  delegates  of  each  flate, 
at  his  particular  requifition,  a  copy  of  the  journal,  except  the  parts 
abovcmentioncd,  to  be  carried  to  the  legiflative  body  of  his  rcfpedivc 
State. 

X\r.     The  Council  of  State  fhall  be  compofed  of  one  delegate  of  each 
of  the  States,  nominated  annually  by  other  delegates  of  bis  refpeAive 

State  r 
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State  ;  and  the  cafe  where  the  elcftort  might  not  be  aUe  to  igRCi 
that  delegate  (hall  be  nominated  b^  the  General  Affembly, 

The  Coancil  qf  State  thall  be  authorifed  to  receipt  and  open  aB  tiy 
letters  addrelTed  to  the  United  States,  and  aniWer  them  $  hut  (hall  ha 
contrad  an^  engagement^  binding  to   the  Unitqd  States.— triieyibl 
correfpjnd  with  the  legiflatlve  bodies  of  each  State*  and  with  aD  per* 
fons  employed  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States^  or  of  fosy 
of   the  particular  legifl^iive  bjiics.— -Tney  fhall  addrefs  thcmfslws 
to  thefe  legiflative  bodies,  or  to  the  officers  to  wh^rn  each  State  fluS 
have  entruHcd  the  executive  power,  for  aid  and  affillaoce  of  every  klwli 
as  occafion  (hall  recjulre.— «  They  (h^!l  giv^e  inftru^ions  to  thegeacnlsi 
and  direfl  the  niilitary  operations  by  land  or  by  fea  $  but  without  mak* 
ing  any  alterations  in  the  obje^Ets  qr  expeditions  determined  by  the  Gc* 
neral  A  Tembly,  unlefs  a  chaage  of  clrcumftancca  intervening  and  com* 
iifg  to  their  knowledge  dace  the  breaking  up  of  the  Affemblyi  IbmM 
renie  a  change  of  meafures  indifpenfably  necefTary.     They  flisll  •» 
carcfulof  the  defence   and  prefcrvation  of  the  fortrefles  or  fortifid 
ports.— .They  (hall  procitre  inforrnation  qf  the  lituatiod  and<fc%nsQf 
the  enemy,— They  (hall  put  in  execution  the  flaeafures  and  pbn*  thu 
fliall  have  been  refulved  by  the  General  Aflembly,   by  tirtae  of  lie 
powers  .witl)  whijh  they  arc  invefted  by  the  prcfent  confcdcratioiu-Tljcy 
mail  draw  upon  the  treafurers  for  the  fun^s,  the  deftidation  of  wbiA 
fhall  have  been  fettled  by  the  General  Affenxbty,  ami  for  the  piffflcat 
of  the  contra£ls  which  they  may  have  made  by  virtqc  of  the  pownsthit 
are  granted  to  them.— -They  rfiall  infped  and  reprove,  thcyflnH^^ 
fufpend  all  officers  civil  or  military  adin^  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States.— Ir  the  cafe  of  death  or  (ufpendon  of  any  officer  whofe 
jiominatioa  belongs  to  the  General  Affembly,  they  may  replace  fcta  ^1 
what  perfon  they  think  proper  until  the  next  Affembly.— Th«y  ^^ 
publifli  and  difperfc    authentic  accounts  qf  the  military  opcntioa^ 
They  may  convene  the  General  Aflembly  for  a  nearer  term  than  tMt 
to  whicji  they  had  adjourned  when  they  feparated»    if  any  iwportM^ 
and  unexpefted  event  fhould  require  it  for  the  welfare  or  benefit  ol 
the  United  States,  or  of  fome  of  them.-r-They  (hall  prepare  the  in»t- 
ters  that  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  the  infpeaion  of  the  General  Afli^' 
bly,and'  lay  before  them  at  the  next  fitting  all  the  letters  Qradwoei  by 
them  received,   and  /haTl  render  an  exa^  account  of  all  thatthcjw 
in  the  intcrlm.^-They  (hall  take  for  their  fecreUry  a  pcffon  fit  ** 
that  erhpioyment,  who  before  he  enters  on  his  funftion  (hall  take « 
oath  of  lecrecy  and  fiielity.— rThe  prefencc  of  feven  member!  ot 
Council  will  empower  them  to  a6l.— In  cafe  of  the  death  of  one  o^ 
thcif  na^mbers,  the  Council  (hall  give  notice  of  it  to  the  coH^^P^^ . 
the  deeeafed,  that  they  may  chufe  one  of  themfelves  to  replace  him  ^^ 
the  Cpiincll  until  the  holding  of  the   next  general  meeting  i  «"  ^ 
cafe  there  (hould  be  one  of  his  colleagues  living  the  fame  notice  ft 
given  tci  him,  that  he  may  come  and  take  his  feat  until  the  nextu  i  5' 

XVt:.  In  cafe  that  Canada  (hould  be  willing  to  accede  to  t^«?[*J[,ji 
confedeWtion,  and  come  intoall  the  m'eaftfres  of  the  United  State*,  *^^ 
he  admitted  into  the  unions  and  parcipitate  in  dl  its  beii*^^*'  ^  .^ 
other  cSlonv  (hall  be  admitted  vtithont  the  conCdnt  of  fliac  of  the  o  ^ 
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The  above  articles  (hall  be  propofed  to  the  legidative  bodies  of  all 
the  United  States^  to  be  examined  by  them ;  and  if  they  approve  of 
them,  they  are  deiired  to  authorife  their  delegates  to  ratify  them  in  the 
General  AiTembly  ;  after  which  all  the  articles  which  conftitste  the  pre* 
•fent  confederation,  (hall  be  inviolably  obferved  by  all  and  every  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  union  ihall  be  eftabliHied  for  ever. 

There  (hall  not  be  made  hereafter  any  aheratioa  in  thefe  articles,  nor 
in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the  alterations  be  previoufly  determined  in 
the  General  AJOTembly,  -and  confirmed  afterwards  by  the  Icgiflative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Refolved  and  figned  at  Philadelphia,  in  Con* 
grefs,  the  4Uiof  Oftober*  »776- 


^l»««i— •■*wi^i"Wi"*»"i— ^i»^^-*-i™ii"*« 


ITrpaty  of  AHlance^  £ventuaJ^  and  Dtfenjtvi^  hetnneen  hh  Mofi  ChHftiaB 
Majtfiy^  Louis  th^  Sixte^nth^  King  of  France  and  Navarre,  and  tbt 
Thirteen  Uaiicd  Siates  of  America,   cviHuded  at  Paris,  6tb  of  Feb* 

« 

The  Moil  Chrifljan  King  and  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
to  wti  New^Hampihire,  Mafikchufett's-Baj,  Rhode-Ifland,  Conne6li- 
cut.  New- Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Deleware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Norttn 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  having  this  day  concluded  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their 
{ubjeds  and  citizens,  have  thought  it  neceflary  to  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  means  of  ftrengthcning  thofe  engagements,  and  of  rendering 
them  uicfttl  to  the  fafety  and  tranquility  of  the  two  parties  ;  particu- 
^rly  in  cafe  Great  Britain,  in  refeutment  of  that  conne&ion,  and  of 
the  good  correfpondcQce  which  is  the  ob)e6k  of  the  faid  treaty,  (hould 
break  the  peace  with  France,  either  by  direA  hoftilities,  or  by  hindering 
her  commerce  and  navigation,  tn  9  manner  contrary  to  the  rights  of 
nations,  and  the  peace  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns.— And  his 
Majefty  and  the  feid  United  States  baring  reiblved  in  that  cafe- to  join 
their  councils  and  efforts  againft  the  enterprizes  of  their  common  enemy. 

The  reijpe6Uve  Plenipotentiaries,  impowered  to  concert  the  claufes 
and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil  the  faid  intentions,  have,  after  the  moft 
mature  deliberation,  concluded  and  determined  on  the  following  articles* 

ARTICLE  L  If  war  fhould  break  out  between.  France  and  Great 
Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England,  his  Majeily  and  the  faid  United  States  (hall  mak^ 
it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  oiiicesy 
their  councils,  and  their  ibrce«,  according  to  the  exigency  of  conjunc- 
tures, as  beoomes  eood  and  faithful  allies* 

IL  The  eiTcqtul  and  dire6l  end  of  the  prefent  defonfive  alliance  is, 
to  maitttain  effe^ually  the  liberty  foveretgnity,  and  independence,  ab* 
{blate  andunHniited  of  Jthe  faid  United  States^  as  well  in  matters  o£ 
government  as  of  commerce. . 

Ill,    The  two  contrafiing  parties  fliall  ead^  on  its  own  part,  and  ia 
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'the  mMHar  it  may  judge  iiMkft  prope«y  make  ail  the  effbrts  in  itt  power 
-agauoft  th^  eeaunoDJcocm^yin  order  to  attain  the  end  propofed« 

IV.  1?hf  contztt^Hog  partiea  agree,  that  in  cafe  either  of  then 
ihould  form  a  particluar  cntarprize  in  which  the  concurrenee  of  iht 
•other,  may  be^lefifed^  the  party  whofe  concurrence  is  deiired,  ihall  rcacH* 
Ij  and  with  good  faith  join  toad  in  concert  for  that  purpofe,  at  fars 

-ciccttfiiftaBcea  and  its  o«if  potticol^r  fitoatton  wlU  permit  ;  aad  in  that 
ic^fe,  they'ihail  veviihrte  by  a  particular  convention  the  quantity  aod 
^d  of  fuocour  to  be  fmiiiia.d,  and  the  time  and  maaner  of  its  being 
brought  into  a6)tioDy  as  well  as  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  its  com- 
penfation. 

V.  If  the  United  States  lliould  think  fit  to  attempt  the  redofiioa 
of  the  Britifli  power,  remaining  in  the  Northern  parts  of  Ameria 
or  the  iilands  of  Bermudas,  thofe  countries  or  iflands  in  cafe  of  focctfs, 
fhall  be  confederated  with'f  or  dependafit  upon,  the  kM  United  States. 

VI.  The  moft  Chriftian  King  renounces  foi' ever  tbepofleffionof 
4hc  iilaoda  of  fiennodas,  as  wcfi  as  of  any  part  of  the  conlineot  of 
America,  which  bdfoK  the  treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  liat 
^^4ty,  \iere  ackaowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Brit^D, 
or  to^  the  United  States,  heretofore  called  Britifh  Coloniea»  or  which 
ari  at  this  time,  or  have  lately  been,  under  the  power  of  the  King  and 
crown  of  Great  Britain. 

VIL  If  his  Moft  Chrfftian  Majefty  (hall  think  proper  to  attack 
any  of  the  iilands  fitnated  in  the  Gulph  of  Mexico,  or  near  that  Gulph 
which  are  at  preient  under  the  power  of  Great  Britain,  art  the  ind 
iilei,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs,  ffaall  opertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

VIII.  Neither  of   the  two  parties  (hall  conclude  either  truce  or 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  the  formal  confent  of  the  other  M 
obtained;  and  they  tftutualVy  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms,  natil 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  (hall  have  been  fonnsdiy  «"«» 
dtly  afTurcd  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  (hall  terminate  the  war. 

IX.  The  contra^ing  parties  declare,  that,  being  refolvad  to  Mft 
«ach  on  its  own  part,  the  ciaufes  and  conditions  of  the  prefcnt  tieatT 
^  alliance^  according  to  its  own  power  and  circumftances^  there  (haU 
he  no  after-claims  of  compenfation,  on  one  Siie  or  the  other,  whatcter 
uiay  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

X.  The  Moft  Ohriftian  King  and  United  States  agree,  to  iar^ 
or  admit  other  powers,  who  hiay  have  received  injuries  from  Eog»i»> 
to  make  a  common  caufe  with  them,  and  to  accede  to  ^*  P'^tJ 
alliance,  under  fuch  conditions  as  (hall  be  freely  a^eed  to,  and  kwed 
t>etiween  all  the  parties.  -  .  *  -       ^ 

XI.  The  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from  the  prefent  tme^  a|w 
for  ever,  aeainft  all  other  powers,  to  wit— The  United  States  to  h« 
Moft  Chriftiaa  M^cfty  th«:p!tfent  j>o(reffions  of  the  crown  i»f  Fn»o^ 
in  America,  as  wcH  as  thoCe  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future  treaty 
of  peace  ;  and  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  guarantees  on  his  V^^r^ 
United  Statea,  their  liberty,  fovereignity,  and  indeprtidence,  w^^^ 
and  unlimitedt  as  weil  in  nmuers  of  governmetttas  commerce,  W"  7 
their  poffefricyas,  and  the  additions  or  conquefts  that  their  cotifc<j^^^ 
i«ay  obtaiu  dttfing  the  war,  from  any  of  tjie  dominioiis  noiw  or  1^°' 
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.forepoflfefiedby  Gre^t  ^ritaiii  in  l^orUi  ^fqtnefi;  oepfttmaUe  totht 
ififth  and  fixth  articles  above  written»  tl)^  whole  HI  th^irpoiTeffioiift  (hall 
be  fixed  and  aifured  to  the  laid  Stately  a^  tb«  nKMnmt  the  ceffiitioa 
of  their  prefent  war  with  Engljind* 

XII.  In  order  to  fix  mqre  precifelf  th«  (jenf^  and  appttcaftton  ^  the 
preceding  article,  the  contrading  partic*  4^Glare9  that  iaoof^eof  a  nip^ 
ture  between  France  and  England,  th^recipjr^^  guaranute  declared  iof 
the  (aid  article  fhall  have  its  full  force  afid.^tct  the  moment  fuob  War 
{hall  break  out ;  au4  if  fuch  rupture  ih^)i  i^t  take  plaoe^  the  mutu^ 
obligations  of  the  faid  guarantees  (hall  no^ commence  uiittl  the  motnent 
of  the  ceflation  of  the  prefent  war  between  the  United  StAt^  and 
!^neland,  (hall  have  afcertained  their  po(r«$on«» 

XIII.  The  prefent  treaty  (hall  be  ratiged  on  both  fide$»  and  tbo 
ratifications  (hall  be  exchanged  in  the  fpace  of  i^K  months,  or  iboaer  iS 
pofHble. 

In  faith  whereof  the  refpe&ive  Plenipqteatiariesy  to  1vjt»  on<tlk  part 
of  the  MoftChriftian  King,  Conrad  Alqxaoder-Geffard,  Royal Sydaki*^ 
of  the  city  of  Stra(bourg,  and  Sccnetary  ol  bia  MajeAy't  Qoimcit 
of  State — ^And  oto  the  part  of  the  United  Su^toib  Boftjaakii^  Frank* 
lin,  deputy  to  the  General  Coagvefs,  from  the  Stale  of  Ptai^la^ 
nia, .  and  Prcfident  of  the  convention  of  the  iaid  Slute  $-  Stiaa 
Dcane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the  State  of  Conae^icaft  ;  md 
Arthur  Lee^  Councellpr  at  Law,  have  fign^  the  abote'  articka 
both  in  the  French  ahd  Engli(h  languages ;  declaring  neVtrthekfi^ 

that  the  prefect  treaty  was  originally  compcCed  a^  Cfi^lwiicd  in  the 

French  language,  and  have  hereunto  fixe4  ti^mr  feak« 


J)one  at  Paris  ^  thejixtb  Lay  rf  Fthruar}^  on§  thofufondftwefkhundrtd  ani 
fev^nty -eight. 

(L.S.>        C.A.GfMao» 
(|«.S*)        B.  Franb^ik, 

X.Sp  j  $iI«A8  I>EANa» 

L,&)        A.aT#va  I#f^ 
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Evidence  at  given  before  a  Commit tu  of  the-Himfr'  rf  CotHtnoffs^  ^n  fffH 
enquiry  into  the  conduit  of  th^  jiMtric^n^W^ir^  umhr  tke^  (^mfkapd  ef' 
Lord  and  General  Sir  William  Howe.  - 

Major- General  Lord  Comwallis  was  the  Cf  (h  wi^^efa  oaUedi  and,  aa 
a  Peer,  was  allowed  to  fit  within  the  bar*  He  waa  axaA^ined  by  Sii< 
William  Howe,  Mr  De  Grey,  Mr  Jam^s  Lul^U*  Commiflioaer  £den, 
Mr  G.  Onflow,  and  others ;  but  the  ereateiipart  of  the  queflloas  put 
to  him  relating  to  mere  matter  of  opinion,  bi»  Lordfhip  dedilied  an- 
fwering  them,  and  confined  himfclf  to  maU«i]»  of  fad,  *« 

The  ifTue  of  a  very  long^  examination,  waa  a  <;kar  and  hoO)»unible 
juftification  of  tlie  military  operations  of  the-acmy^  and  of  .thU  fleet  ; 
his  Lordfhip  declared  that  he  knew  of  no  delay»  oof  of  any  opp<Mt«nity 
li^ft  ta  bnng  the  enemy  to  adiou ;    and  iX-  appci^ed.that  tl^  (General's  « 

humauity 
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hmnaidty  was  equal  to  fafc  wifdom  $  he  wotiM  not  f]aaght«r  men  &f 
the  fole  purpde  of  deftroying  theniy  without  aofweriBg  any  rrid. 

The  next  evidence  was  Major-General  Grey,  who  fcnipled  D6t  id 
give  his  pinion  as  often  as  called  for ;  and  among  other  things  he  (aid» 
in  order  to  (hew  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  could  not  advance  with 
that  rapidity  which  might  have  been  expe^ed  dfter  vidorics,  that  the 
country  vpas  (o  full  of  woodsy  convenient  for  ambufcades,  and  afforded 
§0  many  advantageous  fituations  for  difputing  the  paffage  of  an  ansf 
that  the  Rebels  might  hate  difputed  every  hundred  yar£  of  ground. 

Sir  Andrew  Hammond  of  the  Navy,  being  next  called  by  Lord 
HowC)  who  found  himfelf  obliged  to  call  upon  this  Officer,  id  <)rder  to 
•ppofe  his  evidence  to  the  imputation  thrown  out  again  ft  Sir  Willisd 
Howe  by  Lord  George  Germaine  in  a  former  debate,  for  baWog  failed 
to  Che(apeak-Bay,  when  he  might  have  landed  his  army  on  the  baoks 
•f  the  Deleware. 

Sir  Andrew,  in  the  courfe  of  his  examination,  alferted,  that  tety  grbt 
danger  would  have  attended  a  landing  in  that  river,  as  well  from  the 
rapidity  of  the  tides,  which  flow  three  miles  and  a  half  an  hoot,  as  froA 
the  force  of  the  enemy,  which  Conlifted  of  half  a  doten  frigate!  fta- 
ttoned  at  dtflfereat  places>  twelve  row  galHes  and  between  25  atld  jofire 
rafts. — ^Thc  gallies  he  had  fought  two  days  fucceffively  one  day  wrfitc 
hours,  the  othci'  fix.  From  thefc  difficulties  artd  obftruftions,  and  from 
the  motions  of  WafhingtoH's  army  towards  Wilmington,  he  thought 
the  expedition  to  the  head  of  the  Elk  very  expedient  and  very  pnidort. 
—He,  hov<rever,  admitted  that  the  C  ommanders  in  Chief  muff  {h4»e 
been  acquainted  with  all  thefe  difficulties  before  they  failed  froA)  N^' 
York  for  the  Delaware ;  he  admitted  that  an  army  might  «^™J 
have  landed  in  the  Delaware  ;  but  while  he  admitted  the  poffibiHtyof 
fuch  a  meafure,  he  denied  the  expediency  of  it.         ^        •  4 

Sir  Andrew  being  aiked  whether  Wafhington  mieht  toot  ^^^^' 
cd  from  Wilmington,  to  oppofc  the  landing  at  the  nead  of  the  E»i«» 
well  as  he  could  have  marched  to  the  Delaware  to  oppofe  it,  both  pcei 
being  equally  diftant  from  WUmington  ?  The  witncfs  replied,  tl^  W 
v^s  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  march  of  annics,  to  be  able  \ 
anfwer  that  queflion  k    *    v 

To  (hew  the  great,  inconvenience  of  landing  in  the  face  ^^  ifJS 
atNewcaftle,  Sir  Andrew,  in  anfwer  to  queftions  put  by  ^^''^^ 
Howe,  informed  the  Committee,  that  Kttle  ufc  could  have  bees  »t^ 
of  the  line  of  battle  (hips,  as  it  was  generally  from  thcrt  the  **P*'^  j 
were  manned  to  land  the  army :  there  were  75  boats  with  u  *^"  ^ 
an  officer  in  each,  in  all  975  employed  in  that  fervic^  ?  awi  ^^^^ 
than  3.375  foklicrs  could  be  landed  at  one  trip  ;  he  admitted,  d 
that  near  the  Elk  the  militia  of  three  lower  counties  on  ^^^**^*J5L  ^ 
corps  between  four  and  five  hundred  ftrong,    were  in  force  aaoer  | 

command  of  a  Brigadier-general.  i;*f  ErtP* 

The  next  evidence  was  Colonel  Montrofcr,  who  aded  ^^J^^Jfat 
neer  in  America  ;  he,  in  anfwer  to  queftions  propofedf  ^  ^JJ*?^ 
the  lines  on  Long  Ifland  were  fo  very  ftrong,  that,  the  ^JJjJJ^S'g  ig. 
were  evacuated,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  he  andacoiy^^i^ 
ftole  of  fix  men  could  get  into  them  to  tiew  thetn.    Ti^  ^'a^mAI 
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defigned  5  fo  were  all  the  works  he  faw  raifed  by  the  Rebels,  but  not 
juoicioufly  executed.  The  works  could  not  be  taken  by  affauh  or  ftorm  ; 
they  called  for  regular  approaches*  It  would  be  a  forlorn  hope  to  com- 
mit naked  men  to  ftorm  redoubts,  without  fafcines,  fcaling  ladders,  &c. 
If  they  had  attempted,  and  got  poffeffion  of  the  intermediate  part  of 
the  lines,  they  could  not  live  an  iullant  in  them,  fo  long  as  the  redoubts 
on  the  flanks  were  held  by  the  enemy.  They  extended  in  front  about 
two  thoufand  yards,  from  the  fvvamp  on  the  left  to  the  water.  On  being 
aflced,  if  the  23d  regiment  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  army  might  have 
penetrated  ?  he  faid  there  was  not  room  for  a  fingle  man  to  pafs  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  line  and  the  fwamp ;  but  if  the  fwamp  had  not 
been  impaiFable,  there  would  be  no  living  for  naked  troops  under  the 
fire  of  the  redoubt.  The  lines  were  evacuated  in  the  night  of  the  28th, 
and  he  difcovercd  it  at  four  o'clock  the  next  morning,  with  the  patrole 
already  mentioned.  He  faw  the  rear  embarking,  and  feveral  boats 
(four  or  five)  palling  over  to  York-i(li\nd.  The  bringing  up  fafcines, 
ladderSf  Sec.  would  have  been  the  work  of  fome  hours ;  and  if  they  were 
at  hand,  he  did  not  think  that  the  lines  could  be  taken  by  affault,  with- 
outjthe  hazarding  a  defeat,  or  at  Icaft  purchafing  a  viftory  very  dearly, 
and  by  a  great  lofs  of  lives — nor  in  any  manner  in  his  opinion,  but  by 
regular  approaches. 

'Relative  to  Walhington's  pofition,  in  the  mountain  above  Quibblc- 
tbn,  he  did  not  think  it  advifable  to  force  its  camp.  He  thought  the 
rifk  and  danger  greatly  outweighed  the  probability  of  fucccfs. 
•  .The  General  could  take  no  new  pofition,  to  draw  Wafliington  from 
his  camp,  without  manifeft  hazard  ;  the  expofing  of  New- York,  or 
of  being  cut  off  from  his  communications  both  with  that  city  and  the 
new-river. 

The  next  evidence  examined  was  Mr  Mackenize,  Secretary  to  Sfr 
William  Howe,  relative  to  certain  letters  he  had  received  ;  the  one  was 
from  Gen.  Burgoyne  to  Sir  William,  acquainting  his  Excellency  of  his 
arrival  before  Ticonderago  5  that  he  only  waited  for  fome  heavy  artil- 
ler}',  which  was  detained  by  contrary  winds,  and  preveutcd  vefTcls  to 
crofs'the  lakes  to  open  batteries  againft  that  fortrefs  ;  that  as  foon  as 
he  fhould  be  mafter  of  it,  he  would  leave  engineers  behind  him,  to  put 
it  in  an  impregnable  ftate  ;  that 'he  had  been  joined  by  a  large  body  of 
Indians,  and  expelled  (lill  a  larger ;  that  he  intended  to  advance  with 
all  poflible  expedition  to  Albany  ;  and  that  he  was  happy  to  inform 
his  Excellency,  that  the  enemy  did  pot  feem  to  have  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  any  further  objedl  of  his  expedition  than  the  reduftion  of  Ticon- 
derago.—This  letter  arrived  at  New  York  the  17th  of  July,  1777,  and 
was  anfwerecrty  Sir  William  Howe  tht  fame  da^,  which  was  the  lad 
but  one  before  the  army  failed  from  New-York  ;  the  anfwer  was,  that 
lie  had  heard  of  the  furreiider  of  Ticonderago  ;  that  he  wat.going  to 
the  fouthward  upon  an  expedition,  which  he  thought  would  be  a  diver- 
fion  in  favour  of  the  northern  army  ;  that  if  Wafliington  fhould  goto 
the  north,  and  Gen.  Bui-goyne  could  keep  him  at  bay  for  a'while,  he 
(Sir  William)  made  no  doubt  but  he  fhould  arrive  time  cnongh  to  hem 
Waihington  in  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  had  giveii  inftruAions  to  oir  Henry 

L  F  ]   '  Clinton 
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Clinton  to  make  every  divernon  in  his  power  in  favour  of   the  northen 
army. 

Sir  George  Ofborne  was  next  examined  in  his  place  by  Sir  WiHiam 
Howe,  in  order  to  wipe  away  all  imputation  of  want  of  generalfhip  ia 
extending  too  far  his  cantonments  in  the  Jerfeys,  by  which  the  lofs  at 
Trentown  was  fuftained.  Sir  William  aflccd  Sir  George,  if  he  remem- 
bered Colonel  Donop  to  have  fald  any  thing  relative  to  that  affair :  be 
replied,  that  Colonel  Donop  had  faid,  that  if  Colonel  Rhal  had  obfcrr- 
cd  the  inftruftiona  given  to  him  from  Sir  William  Howe,  it  would  have 
been  impolfible  for  the  enemy  to  force  his  brigade  before  he  (Colonel 
Donop)  fhould  have  brought  him  a  re-inforcement.  He  was  next  alked 
what  orders  he  (Sir  George)  had  received  the  night  before  the'a^ion 
at  German-Town.  The  orders  wcjre,  he  replied  to  march  the  brigade 
of  guards  half  a  mile  in  front  of  the  line  of  infantry;  and  with  thofc 
orders  intimation  had  been  given  him  that  he  would  find  him felf  attacked 
at  break  of  day  by  the  enemy.  Sir  Richard  Sutton,  ailced,  how  far  the 
enemy  had  marched  in  order  to  attack  our  pod  at  German-town  ?  The 
anfwer  was--- About  nine  or  ten  miles.  How  far  our  troops  had  march- 
ed in  order  tafuftain  the  force  at  German-town  ?--- Anfwer— About 
live  miles.  On  the  difference  in  the  length  of  the  marches,  and  the 
greater  or  leffer  deeree  of  fatigue  occaGoned  by  them,  was  grounded 
the  following  queftion  put  by  Sir  Richard :  were  the  enemy  better 
able  after  a  march  of  ten  miles  to  retreat,  than  our  troops  after  a  march 
of  five  to  purfue  ?  To  that  queftion  Sir  George  declined  giving  any 
anfwer. 

Governor  Johnfton  aHvcd  if  our  troops  at  German- town  had  been 
furprifed.  Sir  George  could  anfwer  for  thofe  only  under  his  own  com- 
mond  ;— -and  he  flattered  himfelf  that  after  the  information  of  an  in- 
tended attack  at  day-break,  the  Committee  would  do  him  the  jufticc  to 
fuppofe  that  he  had  not  been  furprifed. ---Was  any  part  pf  the  army 
furprifed  ?  I  cannot  tell.— Were  the  Hefiians  to  the  left  furpnfcd?— 
I  do  not  know.— Was  their  commander  Lieutenant-general  Knyphau- 
fen  apprifedof  the  probability  of  our  attack ;  Ido  not  know ;  the  General 
certainly  did  not  communicate  to  him,  a  Lieutanant-colooel  only,  the 
commands  given  to  general  officers.  Did  he  learn  from  converiation 
with  officers  after  the  a6lion,  that  a  part  of*  the  ^rmf  had  been  fur- 
prifed ?  .  A  diredl  anfwer  was  not  given  ;  but  Sir  George  faid  that  he 
Uarned  from  the  converfatlon  of  the  officers,  that  they  were  well  fatit- 
fied  with  the  care  the  General  took  of  his  army. 


•«»■ 


Evidence  on  the  Canada  Expedition^    under  t^e   CommMnd  of  General 
•  Burgoync. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  Lord  and  Sir  William  Howe  being 
clofcd,  General  Burgbyne  informed  the  Committee,  that  he  had  fum- 
ixxoned  witneffes  to  be  ready  to  give  evidence  on  that  part  of  the  enquiry 
which  related  to  the  Canada  expedition  ;  he  then  delired  Sir  Guy 
Carleton.  might  be  called  in.  -  t 

General 
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General  Burgoyue  afked  him  a  great  number  of  queflions.  The 
moft  material  were,  If  he  had  difapproved  of  his  condud  in  any  re- 
fpe^i  while  he  aAcd  under  his  command  ?    To  which  Sir  Guy  replied, 

♦  I  never  had  any  reafon.'  He  then  afked  him  about  the  quantity  and 
fpecies  of  artillery  proper  for  the  expedition  to  force  his  way  to  Albany; 
and  the  anfwers  proved  the  propriety  of  General  Burgoync's  taking 
■with  him  the  train  that  he  did  from  l^'iconderago. 

In  regard  to  General  Burgoyne's  orders  from  home,  being  aiked  if 
they  were  percipptory  for  hii/.  to  force  his  way  to  Albany  at  all  events, 
he  did  not  chufe  to  anfwer  being  matter  of  opinion. 

The  Earl  of  Belcarras,  comraandar  of  the  Britifh  light-infantry  un- 
der the  late  Brigadier  General  Frazer,  was  called  in. 

The  points  that  General  Burgovne,  ^who  opeijpd  the  examination, 
wifhedtoeftablilhbyLordBelcarras's-cv^dence  were,  that  he  hadnotwith 
his  army  more  artillery  than  was  deemed  necCflary  by  his  StafF-cfficers; 
that  he  had  not  croficd  the  JHudfon's  river  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  his 
General Ciiicc IS  ;  that  ihe  rebel  army  was  Irave,  numerous  and  dif- 
ciplined  ;  and  that  he  had  not  furrendered  while  there  was  even  a  Ihadow 
of  a  poffibility  of  retreating  or  advancing. 

The  army  was  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  their  General's  condudl  in  every 
adion,  and  ki  every  inRance,  both  before  and  after  the  capitulation. 
Lord  Belcarras  faid,  that  when  Col.  Kingfton  returned  from  Gen.  Gates 
with  this  propofal— that  the  Britifii  troops  (hould  lay  down  their  arms 
in  their  trenches,  and  march  out  prifoners  of  war.  Gen.  Burgoyne  re- 
jected the  propofal  with  diidain,  faying  he  would  not  put  his  name  to 
fo  difhonourable  a  treaty  !  that  having  afterwards  penned  the  articles 
that  wi-rc  figned,  the  Council  of  War  had  unanimoufly  affected  tothem; 
that  after  terms  had  been  agreed  on  between  both  armies,  and  bcfotc 
the  treaty  was  figned.  Gen.  Burgoyne  had  communicated  to  the  Council 
fome  intelligence  he  had  received  in  the  night  from  a  fpy,  and  a/ked  if 
he  could  fufpend  the  treaty,  and  trull  to  events,  without  any  breach  of 
piiblfc  faith  ;  and  that  the  Council  had  been, of  opinion  that  the  public 
f^ith  would  be  violated  by  fuch  a  proceeding. 

•  Jn  anfwer  to  fome  queftions  propofed  by  Colonel  Barre,  the  noble 
Lord  faid,  that  in  every  fitnation  of  danger  and  difficulty  General  Bur- 
goyne poffefTed  himfelf,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence,  the  refped,  the 
eflecm  of  the  army.  He  had  never  heard  one  officer  or  common 
foldier  complain  of  him  for  his  return  to  England,  but  he  had  heard 
the. whole  army  exprefs  a  wifh  that  he  fhould  be  the  man  to  inform  his 
Majefly  of  their  condudl,  and  point  out  in  the  clofet  the  men  who  had 
moft  particularly  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  the  trying  expedition.    Al- 

.  though  his  return  in  perfonal  difgracc,tind  without  the  ufualdiftribu- 
tion  of  pcrfermcntto  the  principal  officers,  could  be  of  no  avaijtothem 
10  their  captivity,  yet  in  folFar  as  he  had,  through  the  whole  expeditiou, 
{hared  fatigue,  danger,  and  calamity  in  common  with  them,  they  looked 
upon  him  as.  their  friend,  and  they  would  have  jeccived  him  with  tfte 
fincereft  pleafure. 

The   next  witnefs  examined  was  Captain  Money,    Dcputy-adjutant- 

general,  ^thc  Canada  expedition.     He  was  ftill  llrongcr  in  favour,    if 

poffible,  nian  ^e  noble  Lordj  adling  in  a  more  general  capacity,   and 

♦  fpokc 
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fpoke  to  a  great  variety  of  moil  drlkiifg^and  important  fa6ls.  Amoo^ 
others,  he  Hated  that  the  battle  of  the  yth  of  Odobcr,  in  which  Oeaeral 
Frazer  was'killed,  if  not  the  lofs  of  the  whdle  army,  was  owing  to  the 
flight  of  a  battalion  of  Brunfwickers,  who  ran  without  lofing  a  fingle 
man  on  the  lirft  charge,  and  would  never  after>vards  be  rallied,  but  lay 
upon  their  tire-arms,  in  aconfufedand  unformed  manner,' at  the  rear  of 
the  artillery,  A  number  of  novel  fafts  and  reafons  were  drawn  from 
this  gentlemen,  whofeemed  to  be  a  motl  able  and  intelligent  0£Bcer. 

The  E-arl  of  Harrington  (late  Vifcounl  PeteHham)  was  called  in, 
and  examined  by  General  Burgoync.  His  evidence  tended  to  fhew  that 
after  the  battle  of  Hubberton  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  have 
purfued  the  enemy^farther  than  they  had  been  purfued,  and  that  prudence 
fcarcely  juftified  the  £renera1  in  purfuing  as/ar  as  he  had  done  ;  that 
General  Burgoyne*  had  endeavoured  by  every  means  in  his  power,  to 
Tcftrain  the  enormities  of  the  Indians  ;  that  he  permitted  them,  becaufe* 
they  iniifted*on  it,  to  fcalp  the  dead,  and  ofiFered  them  rewards  for  bring-  • 
ing  in  rebels  alive ;  that  when  the  murder  of  Mifs  M*Creagh  had 
reached  his  ears,  the  General  went  to  the  Indian  camp,  infffted  that  the 
culprit  (hopld  be  delivered  up,  and  declared  that  he  (hould  fuffer  death. 
Lord  Harrington  confefTed,  that  he  himfelf  was  one  of  thofe  Britifti 
Officers,  who  from  the  General's  determined  language,  were  afraid  he 
would  put  his  threats  into  execution  \  which  policy  at  thit  time,  he 
would  have  condemned  as  dangerous,  on  account  of  the  ravages  they 
might  commit  on  their  return  through  Canada.  His  Lordfhip  pn)ved, 
that  t^rhen  Monf.  St.  Luc  informed  the  General  of  the  difcontent  that 
reigned  among  the  Indians  at  the  r^ftraint  under  which  they  were^kept, 
tha  letter  had  faid,  that  he  had  rather  lofe  every  Indian  in  his  army 
than  connive  at  tlieir  enormities ;  that  no  part  of  Indians  was  erer  fuf- 
fered  to  go  out  without  having  an  officer  at  their  head,  whp  fhould  be 
refponfable  for  their  behaviour.  As  to  the  orders  the  General  had  re- 
ceived to  force  his  way  to  Albany,  his  Lordlhip  declared  it  to  have 
been  the  general  opinion  of  the  army,  cxprefTed  in  their  converfations^ 
that  a-  paflage  was  at  all  events  to  be  made  to  Albany. 

His  Lordlhip  fhewfd  likewife,  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  the  pro- 
priety of  paffing  the  Hudfon's  river,  and  of  feveral  military  manoeuvres 
upon  which  he  w^s  examined  ;  upon  the  whole,  his  Lordfliips  evidence 
went  greatly  to  exculpate  his  General. 

The  Major  of  the  24th  was  next  examined ;  and  after  htm  Captain 
Boom  field,  but  as  their  evidence  was  to  the  fame  purpofe  as  tiiofe  ex- 
am ijied  before  them,  we  think  it  unneceflary  to  inficrt  them. 


N         I         S. 
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